
 

 

THE BOOK OF ESTER 

1 All Nations Bible Institution & Projects 

THE BOOK OF ESTER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LEARNING MATERIAL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

THE BOOK OF ESTER 

2 All Nations Bible Institution & Projects 

THE BOOK OF ESTHER 

Who wrote the book? 

The unknown author of the book of Esther was most likely a Jew very familiar with the royal 

Persian court. The detailed descriptions of court life and traditions, as well as the events that 

occurred in the book, point to an eyewitness author. Because his perspective was pro-Jewish, 

scholars believe he was a Jew writing for the remnant that had returned to Judah under 

Zerubbabel. Some have suggested Mordecai himself was the author, though the accolades for 

him found in the text suggest that another person, perhaps one of his younger contemporaries, 
was the author. 

The book is named for the “star” of the story, a young Jewish girl named Hadassah who was 

taken from her guardian, Mordecai, and forced to compete for the affection of the king. This 

unlikely contestant for a beauty pageant was crowned queen of Persia and renamed Esther, 

meaning “star.” 

Where are we? 

The events in the book of Esther occurred from 483 BC to 473 BC, during the first half of the 

reign of King Xerxes, who chose Esther as his queen. During this time period, the first 

remnant of Jews who had returned to Judah were struggling to reestablish temple worship 

according to the Law of Moses. But Esther and Mordecai, along with many other Jews, had 

chosen not to make the trek back to Judah. They seemed content to stay in Susa, the capital 
city of Persia, in which the story is set. 

The book was written no earlier than 470 BC and probably no later than 424 BC, during the 

reign of Xerxes’ son Artaxerxes. 

Why is Esther so important? 

Esther is the only book in the Bible not to mention the name of God. But that is not to say 

that God was absent. His presence permeates much of the story, as though He were behind 

the scenes coordinating “coincidences” and circumstances to make His will happen. 

Much like the book of Ruth, this book stands as one of the most skillfully written biblical 

books. Using eight feasts to systematically build and resolve suspense, the author constructed 

the story chiastically—using a Hebrew literary device in which events mirror each other 

inversely. Early listeners to the story would have recognized significant events and followed 

the rising tension with understanding. 

Haman, the king’s evil second-in-command, was a descendant of Agag, king of the 

Amalekites, who were ancient enemies of God’s people (Numbers 24:7; 1 Samuel 15:8). He 

cast the lot, called “pur,” in order to determine the day that the Jews would be exterminated 

(Esther 3:7–9). The feast of Purim, still celebrated by Jews today, commemorates the Jews’ 

deliverance from Haman’s plot (9:24–32). 

 

https://biblia.com/bible/nlt/Num%2024.7
https://biblia.com/bible/nlt/1%20Sam%2015.8
https://biblia.com/bible/nlt/Esther%203.7%E2%80%939
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What's the big idea? 

While the primary purpose of the book of Esther was to relate the dramatic origins of the 

feast of Purim, a greater theme shines through the story. The sovereignty and faithfulness of 

God permeate each scene. Nothing is truly coincidental, the book of Esther says to us. God’s 

sovereignty is best summarized in Mordecai’s exhortation to Esther: “And who knows 
whether you have not attained royalty for such a time as this?” (Esther 4:14). 

When events seemed out of control to Esther and Mordecai, when the king dictated ruin for 

their people, when evil was poised to triumph . . . God was at work. He worked through their 

dark days (Esther was taken to the harem [2:1–16]), their faithful obedience (Esther risked 

her life before the king [5:1–3]), and their victories (Esther revealed Haman’s plot and the 

Jews’ destruction of their enemies [7–9]). This message is clear: God is sovereign even when 

life doesn’t make sense. 

God is also the great Promise Keeper. Mordecai said to Esther: “If you remain silent at this 

time, relief and deliverance will arise for the Jews from another place and you and your 

father’s house will perish” (Esther 4:14). Mordecai’s words reflected his faith that God would 
honor His eternal covenant with Abraham and David. 

She stood Up for God’s People 

1-3. (a) Why might Esther have felt intimidated by the prospect of approaching her husband? 

(b) We will discuss what questions regarding Esther? 

ESTHER tried to calm her heart as she approached the courtyard in the palace at Shushan. It 

was not easy. Everything about the castle was designed to inspire awe—its multicolored 

relief sculptures of winged bulls, archers, and lions of glazed brickwork, its fluted stone 

columns and imposing statues, even its position atop huge platforms near the snowcapped 

Zagros Mountains and overlooking the pure waters of the river Choaspes. All of it was 

intended to remind each visitor of the immense power of the man whom Esther was going to 
see, the one who called himself “the great king.” He was also her husband. 

2 Husband! How different Ahasuerus was from the kind of husband any faithful Jewish girl 

might have expected! * He did not look to such examples as Abraham, a man who humbly 

accepted God’s direction to listen to Sarah, his wife. (Gen. 21:12) The king knew little or 

nothing of Esther’s God, Jehovah, or of His Law. Ahasuerus knew Persian law, though, 

including a law forbidding the very thing that Esther was about to do. What was that? Well, 

the law said that anyone who appeared before the Persian monarch without first being 

summoned by the king was liable to death. Esther had not been summoned, but she was going 

to the king anyway. As she drew near to the inner courtyard, where she would be visible from 

the king’s throne, she may have felt that she was walking to her death.—Read Esther 4:11; 

5:1. 

3 Why did she take such a risk? And what can we learn from the faith of this remarkable 

woman? First, let us see how Esther got into the unusual position of being a queen in Persia. 

 Esther’s Background 

https://biblia.com/bible/nlt/Esther%204.14
https://biblia.com/bible/nlt/Esther%204.14
https://www.jw.org/en/publications/books/true-faith/queen-esther-faith/#footnote1
https://www.jw.org/en/publications/bible/study-bible/books/genesis/21/#v1021012
https://www.jw.org/en/publications/bible/study-bible/books/esther/4/#v17004011
https://www.jw.org/en/publications/bible/study-bible/books/esther/4/#v17004011
https://www.jw.org/en/publications/bible/study-bible/books/esther/5/#v17005001
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4. What was Esther’s background, and how did she come to live with her cousin Mordecai? 

4 Esther was an orphan. We know very little of the parents who named her Hadassah, a 

Hebrew word for “myrtle,” a lovely white-blossomed shrub. When Esther’s parents died, one 

of her relatives, a kindly man named Mordecai, took pity on the child. He was her cousin, but 

Mordecai was much older. He brought Esther into his home and treated her as his own 
daughter.—Esther 2:5-7, 15. 

Mordecai had good reason to be proud of his adopted daughter 

5, 6. (a) How did Mordecai raise Esther? (b) What kind of life did Esther and Mordecai lead 

in Shushan? 

5 Mordecai and Esther lived as Jewish exiles in that Persian capital, where they probably had 

to deal with a measure of disdain because of their religion and the Law they tried to follow. 

But Esther surely drew closer to her cousin as he taught her about Jehovah, the merciful God 

who had rescued His people from trouble many times in the past—and would do so again. 
(Lev. 26:44, 45) Clearly, a loving and loyal bond grew between Esther and Mordecai. 

6 Mordecai evidently worked as some kind of official at the castle at Shushan, regularly 

sitting within its gate, along with other servants of the king. (Esther 2:19, 21; 3:3) How the 

young Esther passed her time as she grew up, we can only guess, although it seems safe to 

say that she took good care of her older cousin and his home, which was likely situated in the 

humbler quarters across the river from the royal castle. Perhaps she enjoyed going to the 

market in Shushan, where goldsmiths, silversmiths, and other merchants displayed their 

wares. Esther could not have imagined that such luxuries would later become commonplace 

to her; she had no idea of the future in store for her. 

“Beautiful in Appearance” 

7. Why was Vashti deposed as queen, and what was the result? 

7 One day, Shushan was buzzing with gossip about turmoil in the household of  the king. At a 

grand feast, where Ahasuerus was entertaining his noblemen with sumptuous food and wine, 

the king decided to summon his beautiful queen, Vashti, who was feasting separately with the 

women. But Vashti refused to come. Humiliated and enraged, the king asked his advisers 

how Vashti should be punished. The result? She was deposed as queen. The king’s servants 

began searching throughout the land for beautiful young virgins; from among them the king 
would select a new queen.—Esther 1:1–2:4. 

8. (a) Why might Mordecai have felt some concern about Esther as she grew up? (b) How do 

you think we might apply the Bible’s balanced view of physical beauty? (See also Proverbs 

31:30.) 

8 We may imagine Mordecai gazing fondly at Esther from time to time and noting with a 

mixture of pride and concern that his little cousin was grown-up—and had turned out to be a 

remarkable beauty. “The young woman was pretty in form and beautiful in appearance,” we 

read. (Esther 2:7) The Bible presents a balanced view of physical beauty—it is delightful, but 

https://www.jw.org/en/publications/bible/study-bible/books/esther/2/#v17002005-v17002007
https://www.jw.org/en/publications/bible/study-bible/books/esther/2/#v17002005-v17002007
https://www.jw.org/en/publications/bible/study-bible/books/leviticus/26/#v3026044-v3026045
https://www.jw.org/en/publications/bible/study-bible/books/esther/2/#v17002019
https://www.jw.org/en/publications/bible/study-bible/books/esther/2/#v17002019
https://www.jw.org/en/publications/bible/study-bible/books/esther/3/#v17003003
https://www.jw.org/en/publications/bible/study-bible/books/esther/1/#v17001001-v17001022
https://www.jw.org/en/publications/bible/study-bible/books/proverbs/31/#v20031030
https://www.jw.org/en/publications/bible/study-bible/books/proverbs/31/#v20031030
https://www.jw.org/en/publications/bible/study-bible/books/esther/2/#v17002007
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it needs to be coupled with wisdom and humility. Otherwise, it may breed vanity, pride, and 

other ugly traits of the heart. (Read Proverbs 11:22.) Have you ever seen that to be true? In 

Esther’s case, what would beauty turn out to be—an asset or a liability? Time would tell. 

9. (a) What happened when the king’s servants noticed Esther, and why must her parting 

from Mordecai have been difficult? (b) Why did Mordecai allow Esther to marry a pagan 

unbeliever? (Include the box.) 

9 The king’s servants noticed Esther. They gathered her up in their search, taking her away 

from Mordecai and off to the grand palace across the river. (Esther 2:8) It must have been a 

difficult parting, for the two were like father and daughter. Mordecai would not have wanted 

his adopted daughter to marry any unbeliever, even a king, but events were out of his 

control. * How eagerly Esther must have listened to Mordecai’s words of advice before she 

was taken away! As she was led to Shushan the castle, her mind was filled with questions. 

What kind of life lay ahead of her? 

She Won Favor “in the Eyes of Everyone Seeing Her” 

10, 11. (a) How might Esther’s new environment easily have affected her? (b) How did 

Mordecai show his concern for Esther’s welfare? 

10 Esther found herself ushered into a world that was entirely new and strange to her. She was 

among “many young women”  who had been gathered from far and wide in the Persian 

Empire. Their customs, languages, and attitudes must have varied greatly. Placed under the 

charge of an official named Hegai, the young women were to undergo an extensive beauty 

treatment, a yearlong program that included massages with fragrant oils. (Esther 2:8, 12) 

Such an environment and lifestyle might easily have bred an obsession with personal 

appearance among those young women, along with vanity and competitiveness. How was 
Esther affected? 

11 No one on earth could have been more concerned about Esther than Mordecai was. We 

read that day by day, he made his way as near as he could to the house of the women and 

endeavored to learn of Esther’s welfare. (Esther 2:11) As bits of information trickled out to 

him, perhaps through cooperative servants  in the household, he must have beamed with 
fatherly pride. Why? 

12, 13. (a) What impression did Esther make on those around her? (b) Why would Mordecai 

have been pleased to learn that Esther had not revealed her Jewish heritage? 

12 Esther so impressed Hegai that he treated her with great loving-kindness, giving her seven 

servant girls and the best place in the house of the women. The account even says: “All the 

while Esther was continually gaining favor in the eyes of everyone seeing her.” (Esther 

2:9, 15) Would beauty alone have impressed everyone so profoundly? No, there was much 
more to Esther than that. 

Esther knew that humility and wisdom were far more important than physical appearance 

13 For instance, we read: “Esther had not told about her people or about her relatives, for 

Mordecai himself had laid the  command upon her that she should not tell.” (Esther 2:10) 

https://www.jw.org/en/publications/bible/study-bible/books/proverbs/11/#v20011022
https://www.jw.org/en/publications/books/true-faith/queen-esther-acted-wisely/#p63-p69
https://www.jw.org/en/publications/bible/study-bible/books/esther/2/#v17002008
https://www.jw.org/en/publications/books/true-faith/queen-esther-faith/#footnote2
https://www.jw.org/en/publications/bible/study-bible/books/esther/2/#v17002008
https://www.jw.org/en/publications/bible/study-bible/books/esther/2/#v17002008
https://www.jw.org/en/publications/bible/study-bible/books/esther/2/#v17002011
https://www.jw.org/en/publications/bible/study-bible/books/esther/2/#v17002009
https://www.jw.org/en/publications/bible/study-bible/books/esther/2/#v17002009
https://www.jw.org/en/publications/bible/study-bible/books/esther/2/#v17002015
https://www.jw.org/en/publications/bible/study-bible/books/esther/2/#v17002010
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Mordecai had instructed the girl to be discreet about her Jewish heritage; he no doubt saw 

that among Persian royalty, there was much prejudice against his people. What a pleasure it 

was for him to learn that now, even though Esther was out of his sight, she still showed the 
same wise and obedient spirit! 

14. How can young people today imitate Esther’s example? 

14 Young people today can likewise bring joy to the hearts of parents and guardians. When 

out of their parents’ sight—even if surrounded by people who are shallow, immoral, or 

vicious—they can resist bad influences and stick to the standards that they know are right. 

When they do so, like Esther, they make the heart of their heavenly Father rejoice.—Read 

Proverbs 27:11. 

15, 16. (a) How did Esther win the king’s love? (b) Why might the changes in Esther’s life 

have been challenging? 

15 When the time came for Esther to be presented to the king, she was given the liberty to 

select any items that she thought she might need, perhaps to beautify herself further. 

Modestly, though, she asked for nothing beyond what Hegai mentioned to her. (Esther 2:15) 

She probably realized that beauty alone would not win the king’s heart; a modest and humble 
spirit would prove a far rarer commodity in that court. Was she right? 

16 The account answers: “The king came to love Esther more than all the other women, so that 

she gained more favor and loving-kindness before him than all the other virgins. And he 

proceeded to put the royal headdress upon her head and make her queen instead of Vashti.” 

(Esther 2:17) It must have been hard for this humble Jewish girl to adjust to the change in her 

life—she was the new queen, wife to the most powerful monarch on earth at that time! Did 

her new position go to her head, filling her with pride? Far from it! 

17. (a) In what ways did Esther remain obedient to her adoptive father? (b) Why is Esther’s 

example an important one for us today? 

17 Esther remained obedient to her adoptive father, Mordecai. She kept her connection to the 

Jewish people a secret. Further, when Mordecai uncovered a plot to assassinate Ahasuerus, 

Esther obediently passed his warning along to the king, and the plotters were foiled. (Esther 

2:20-23) She still expressed faith in her God by showing a humble, obedient spirit. How we 

need Esther’s  example today, when obedience is rarely valued as a virtue and when 

disobedience and rebellion are the norm! But people of genuine faith treasure obedience, as 

Esther did. 

Esther’s Faith Under Test 

18. (a) Why might Mordecai have refused to bow down to Haman? (See also footnote.) 

(b) How do men and women of faith today imitate the example of Mordecai? 

18 A man named Haman rose to prominence in the court of Ahasuerus. The king appointed 

him prime minister, making Haman his principal adviser and the second in command in the 

empire. The king even decreed that all who saw this official must bow down to him. (Esther 

3:1-4) For Mordecai, that law posed a problem. He believed in obeying the king but not at the 

https://www.jw.org/en/publications/bible/study-bible/books/proverbs/27/#v20027011
https://www.jw.org/en/publications/bible/study-bible/books/esther/2/#v17002015
https://www.jw.org/en/publications/bible/study-bible/books/esther/2/#v17002017
https://www.jw.org/en/publications/bible/study-bible/books/esther/2/#v17002020-v17002023
https://www.jw.org/en/publications/bible/study-bible/books/esther/2/#v17002020-v17002023
https://www.jw.org/en/publications/bible/study-bible/books/esther/3/#v17003001-v17003004
https://www.jw.org/en/publications/bible/study-bible/books/esther/3/#v17003001-v17003004
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cost of disrespecting God. You see, Haman was an Agagite. That evidently means that he was 

a descendant of Agag, the Amalekite king who was executed by God’s prophet Samuel. 

(1 Sam. 15:33) So wicked were the Amalekites that they had made themselves enemies of 

Jehovah and Israel. As a people, the Amalekites stood condemned by God. * (Deut. 25:19) 

How could a faithful Jew bow down to an Amalekite? Mordecai could not. He stood his 

ground. To this day, men and women of faith have risked their lives to adhere to this 

principle: “We must obey God as ruler rather than men.”—Acts 5:29. 

19. What did Haman want to do, and how did he go about persuading the king? 

19 Haman was enraged. But it was not enough for him to find a way to kill off Mordecai. He 

wanted to exterminate all of Mordecai’s people! Haman persuaded the king by painting a 

dark portrait of the Jews. Without naming them, he implied that they were inconsequential, a 

people “scattered and separated among the peoples.” Even worse, he said that they did not 

obey the king’s laws; hence, they were dangerous rebels. He proposed to donate to the king’s 

treasury an immense sum of money to cover the expense of slaughtering all the Jews in the 

empire. * Ahasuerus gave Haman the king’s own signet ring to seal any order that he had in 

mind.—Esther 3:5-10. 

20, 21. (a) How did Haman’s proclamation affect the Jews throughout the Persian Empire, 

including Mordecai? (b) What did Mordecai implore Esther to do? 

 20 Soon messengers were speeding on horseback to every corner of the vast empire, 

delivering what amounted to a death sentence on the Jewish people. Imagine the impact of 

such a proclamation when it reached far-off Jerusalem, where a remnant of Jews who had 

returned from exile in Babylon were struggling to rebuild a city that still had no wall to 

defend it. Perhaps Mordecai thought of them, as well as of his own friends and relatives in 

Shushan, when he heard the terrible news. Distraught, he ripped his clothes, wore sackcloth 

and placed ashes on his head, and cried aloud in the middle of the city. Haman, however, sat 

drinking with the king, unmoved by the grief he had stirred up among the many Jews and 

their friends in Shushan.—Read Esther 3:12–4:1. 

21 Mordecai knew that he had to act. But what could he do? Esther heard of his distress and 

sent clothes to him, but Mordecai refused to take comfort. Maybe he had long wondered why 

his God, Jehovah, had allowed dear Esther to be taken from him  and made the queen of a 

pagan ruler. Now the reason seemed to be emerging. Mordecai sent a message to the queen, 

imploring Esther to intercede with the king, to stand up “for her own people.”—Esther 4:4-8. 

22. Why was Esther afraid to appear before her husband the king? (See also footnote.) 

22 Esther’s heart must have sunk when she heard that message. Here was her greatest test of 

faith. She was afraid, as she freely revealed in her reply to Mordecai. She reminded him of 

the king’s law. To appear before the king unsummoned meant a death sentence. Only if the 

king held out his golden scepter was the offender spared. And did Esther have any reason to 

expect such clemency, especially in view of Vashti’s fate when she had refused the king’s 

command to appear? Esther told Mordecai that the king had not invited her to see him in 30 

days! Such neglect left her plenty of reason to wonder if she had fallen out of favor with this 

capricious monarch. *—Esther 4:9-11. 

https://www.jw.org/en/publications/bible/study-bible/books/1-samuel/15/#v9015033
https://www.jw.org/en/publications/books/true-faith/queen-esther-faith/#footnote3
https://www.jw.org/en/publications/bible/study-bible/books/deuteronomy/25/#v5025019
https://www.jw.org/en/publications/bible/study-bible/books/acts/5/#v44005029
https://www.jw.org/en/publications/books/true-faith/queen-esther-faith/#footnote4
https://www.jw.org/en/publications/bible/study-bible/books/esther/3/#v17003005-v17003010
https://www.jw.org/en/publications/bible/study-bible/books/esther/3/#v17003012-v17003015
https://www.jw.org/en/publications/bible/study-bible/books/esther/4/#v17004004-v17004008
https://www.jw.org/en/publications/books/true-faith/queen-esther-faith/#footnote5
https://www.jw.org/en/publications/bible/study-bible/books/esther/4/#v17004009-v17004011
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23. (a) What did Mordecai say to bolster Esther’s faith? (b) Why is Mordecai worthy of 

imitation? 

23 Mordecai replied firmly to bolster Esther’s faith. He assured her that if she failed to act, 

salvation for the Jews would arise from some other source. But how could she expect to be 

spared once the persecution gathered force? Here Mordecai showed his profound faith in 

Jehovah, who would never let His people be exterminated and His promises go unfulfilled. 

(Josh. 23:14) Then Mordecai asked Esther: “Who is there knowing whether it is for a time 

like this that you have attained to royal  dignity?” (Esther 4:12-14) Is not Mordecai worthy of 

imitation? He trusted completely in his God, Jehovah. Do we?—Prov. 3:5, 6. 

A Faith Stronger Than the Fear of Death 

24. How did Esther show faith and courage? 

24 For Esther, the time of decision had arrived. She asked Mordecai to get her countrymen to 

join her in a three-day fast, concluding her message with a statement that resonates down to 

this day in its simple faith and courage: “In case I must perish, I must perish.” (Esther 4:15-

17) She must have prayed more fervently in those three days than she ever had in her life. 

Finally, though, the moment came. She dressed in her very best royal finery, doing all she 

could to appeal to the king. Then she went. 

Esther risked her life to protect God’s people 

25. Describe how events unfolded as Esther appeared before her husband. 

25 As described at the outset of this chapter, Esther made her way to the king’s court. We can 

only imagine the anxious thoughts and fervent prayers filling her mind and heart. She entered 

the courtyard, where she could see Ahasuerus on his throne. Perhaps she tried to read the 

expression on his face—the face that was framed by the carefully tended, symmetrical curls 

of his hair and of his squared beard. If she had to wait, it must have felt like an eternity. But 

the moment passed—her husband saw her. He was surely surprised, but his expression 
softened. He held out his golden scepter!—Esther 5:1, 2. 

26. Why do true Christians need courage like Esther’s, and why was her work only 

beginning? 

26 Esther had gained an audience, a hearing ear. She had taken a stand for her God and for her 

people, setting a beautiful example of faith for all servants of God down through time. True 

Christians today cherish such examples. Jesus said that his genuine followers would be 

marked by self-sacrificing love. (Read John 13:34, 35.) Showing such love often requires 

courage like Esther’s. But even after Esther stood up for God’s people that day, her work was 

only beginning. How would she convince the king that his favorite adviser, Haman, was a 

wicked schemer? How could she help to save her people? We will consider these questions in 

the following chapter. 

 

https://www.jw.org/en/publications/bible/study-bible/books/joshua/23/#v6023014
https://www.jw.org/en/publications/bible/study-bible/books/esther/4/#v17004012-v17004014
https://www.jw.org/en/publications/bible/study-bible/books/proverbs/3/#v20003005-v20003006
https://www.jw.org/en/publications/bible/study-bible/books/esther/4/#v17004015-v17004017
https://www.jw.org/en/publications/bible/study-bible/books/esther/4/#v17004015-v17004017
https://www.jw.org/en/publications/bible/study-bible/books/esther/5/#v17005001-v17005002
https://www.jw.org/en/publications/bible/study-bible/books/john/13/#v43013034-v43013035
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The Book of Esther describes the Jewish heroine Esther, who saved the Jewish people in 

Persia from annihilation during the reign of King Xerxes I (Ahasuerus) of Persia, who ruled 

from 486 to 465 BC. The Book of Esther described part of the Jewish Diaspora that stayed 

behind in Persia and did not return to Jerusalem during the Restoration. The Book is the 

source of Purim or the Festival of Lots.  

 

Esther - ְתֶסא  ,is the fifth of the five Megillot or Scrolls (See also Song of Songs, Ruth - רֵּ

Lamentations, and Ecclesiastes) that are read throughout the year during the Festivals of the 

Lord (Leviticus 23) or Jewish Memorial Holidays. The Memorial Holiday of Purim - ּופ  - םיאר

or the Festival of Lots (Esther 9:26) is celebrated on the fourteenth day of the twelfth month, 

the Hebrew month of Adar, which generally falls in February or March. In keeping with the 

Post-Exilic Books of the Restoration, Esther 3:7 mentions the adopted Babylonian name 

Nisan for the first month, Esther 8:9 records Sivan for the third month, 2:16 Tevet for the 

tenth month, and Esther 9:1 Adar for the twelfth month in the Hebrew lunar calendar.  

 

The Book of Esther was originally included in the Writings of Hebrew Scripture, and was 

incorporated into the Historical Books of the Greek Septuagint. Esther follows the Books of 

Ezra, Nehemiah, Tobias (Tobit), and Judith in the Greek Septuagint, and is followed by the 

Wisdom Literature such as the Psalms in the Christian Old Testament of the Bible. See the 

Canon for further discussion.  

 

The Book of Esther in Hebrew is secular in nature, in that the name of God, the Temple, and 

prayer are not mentioned! The Greek Septuagint remedied this situation by adding six 

passages which include the name of God. The Prayers of Esther and Mordecai are especially 

noteworthy. The Book of Esther is the only one not found in the Dead Sea Scrolls!  

 

This page presents the Hebrew text only without the Greek additions. The following Scripture 

is from the Authorized King James Version of the Holy Bible, now in the public domain. 

King James I commissioned a group of Biblical scholars in 1604 to establish an authoritative 

translation of the Bible from the ancient languages and other translations at the time, and the 

work was completed in 1611. The original King James Bible included the Apocrypha but in a 

separate section. A literary masterpiece of the English language, the original King James 

Bible is still in use today.  
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THE BOOK OF ESTHER 

 

Chapter 1  

The Banquet of King Ahasuerus 

Now it came to pass in the days of Ahasuerus, (this is Ahasuerus which reigned, from India 

even unto Ethiopia, over an hundred and seven and twenty provinces:) 2 that in those days, 

when the king Ahasuerus sat on the throne of his kingdom, which was in Shushan the palace, 

3 in the third year of his reign, he made a feast unto all his princes and his servants; the power 

of Persia and Media, the nobles and princes of the provinces, being before him: 4 when he 

shewed the riches of his glorious kingdom and the honour of his excellent majesty many 

days, even an hundred and fourscore days. 5 And when these days were expired, the king 

made a feast unto all the people that were present in Shushan the palace, both unto great and 

small, seven days, in the court of the garden of the king’s palace; 6 where were white, green, 

and blue, hangings, fastened with cords of fine linen and purple to silver rings and pillars of 

marble: the beds were of gold and silver, upon a pavement of red, and blue, and white, and 

black, marble. 7 And they gave them drink in vessels of gold, (the vessels being diverse one 

from another,) and royal wine in abundance, according to the state of the king. 8 And the 

drinking was according to the law; none did compel: for so the king had appointed to all the 

officers of his house, that they should do according to every man’s pleasure. 9 Also Vashti 

the queen made a feast for the women in the royal house which belonged to king Ahasuerus.  

Queen Vashti refuses to attend the King's banquet 

10 On the seventh day, when the heart of the king was merry with wine, he commanded 

Mehuman, Biztha, Harbona, Bigtha, and Abagtha, Zethar, and Carcas, the seven 

chamberlains that served in the presence of Ahasuerus the king, 11 to bring Vashti the queen 

before the king with the crown royal, to shew the people and the princes her beauty: for she 

was fair to look on. 12 But the queen Vashti refused to come at the king’s commandment by 

his chamberlains: therefore was the king very wroth, and his anger burned in him.  

 

13 Then the king said to the wise men, which knew the times, (for so was the king’s manner 

toward all that knew law and judgment: 14 and the next unto him was Carshena, Shethar, 

Admatha, Tarshish, Meres, Marsena, and Memucan, the seven princes of Persia and Media, 

which saw the king’s face, and which sat the first in the kingdom;) 15 What shall we do unto 

the queen Vashti according to law, because she hath not performed the commandment of the 

king Ahasuerus by the chamberlains? 16 And Memucan answered before the king and the 

princes, Vashti the queen hath not done wrong to the king only, but also to all the princes, 

and to all the people that are in all the provinces of the king Ahasuerus. 17 For this deed of 

the queen shall come abroad unto all women, so that they shall despise their husbands in their 

eyes, when it shall be reported, The king Ahasuerus commanded Vashti the queen to be 

brought in before him, but she came not. 18 Likewise shall the ladies of Persia and Media say 

this day unto all the king’s princes, which have heard of the deed of the queen. Thus shall 

there arise too much contempt and wrath. 19 If it please the king, let there go a royal 

commandment from him, and let it be written among the laws of the Persians and the Medes, 

that it be not altered, That Vashti come no more before king Ahasuerus; and let the king give 

her royal estate unto another that is better than she. 20 And when the king’s decree which he 

shall make shall be published throughout all his empire, (for it is great,) all the wives shall 
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give to their husbands honour, both to great and small.  

 

21 And the saying pleased the king and the princes; and the king did according to the word of 

Memucan: 22 for he sent letters into all the king’s provinces, into every province according to 

the writing thereof, and to every people after their language, that every man should bear rule 

in his own house, and that it should be published according to the language of every people.  

 

Chapter 2  

Esther is made Queen 

1 After these things, when the wrath of king Ahasuerus was appeased, he remembered 

Vashti, and what she had done, and what was decreed against her. 2 Then said the king’s 

servants that ministered unto him, Let there be fair young virgins sought for the king: 3 and 

let the king appoint officers in all the provinces of his kingdom, that they may gather together 

all the fair young virgins unto Shushan the palace, to the house of the women, unto the 

custody of Hege the king’s chamberlain, keeper of the women; and let their things for 

purification be given them: 4 and let the maiden which pleaseth the king be queen instead of 

Vashti. And the thing pleased the king; and he did so.  

 

5 Now in Shushan the palace there was a certain Jew, whose name was Mordecai, the son of 

Jair, the son of Shimei, the son of Kish, a Benjamite; 6 who had been carried away from 

Jerusalem with the captivity which had been carried away with Jeconiah king of Judah, 

whom Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon had carried away. 7 And he brought up 

Hadassah, that is, Esther, his uncle’s daughter: for she had neither father nor mother, and 

the maid was fair and beautiful; whom Mordecai, when her father and mother were dead, 

took for his own daughter.  

 

8 So it came to pass, when the king’s commandment and his decree was heard, and when 

many maidens were gathered together unto Shushan the palace, to the custody of Hegai, that 

Esther was brought also unto the king’s house, to the custody of Hegai, keeper of the women. 

9 And the maiden pleased him, and she obtained kindness of him; and he speedily gave her 

her things for purification, with such things as belonged to her, and seven maidens, which 

were meet to be given her, out of the king’s house: and he preferred her and her maids unto 

the best place of the house of the women. 10 Esther had not shewed her people nor her 

kindred: for Mordecai had charged her that she should not shew it. 11 And Mordecai walked 

every day before the court of the women’s house, to know how Esther did, and what should 

become of her.  

 

12 Now when every maid’s turn was come to go in to king Ahasuerus, after that she had been 

twelve months, according to the manner of the women, (for so were the days of their 

purifications accomplished, to wit, six months with oil of myrrh, and six months with sweet 

odours, and with other things for the purifying of the women;) 13 then thus came every 

maiden unto the king; whatsoever she desired was given her to go with her out of the house 

of the women unto the king’s house. 14 In the evening she went, and on the morrow she 

returned into the second house of the women, to the custody of Shaashgaz, the king’s 

chamberlain, which kept the concubines: she came in unto the king no more, except the king 

delighted in her, and that she were called by name.  
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15 Now when the turn of Esther, the daughter of Abihail the uncle of Mordecai, who had 

taken her for his daughter, was come to go in unto the king, she required nothing but what 

Hegai the king’s chamberlain, the keeper of the women, appointed. And Esther obtained 

favour in the sight of all them that looked upon her. 16 So Esther was taken unto king 

Ahasuerus into his house royal in the tenth month, which is the month Tebeth, in the seventh 

year of his reign. 17 And the king loved Esther above all the women, and she obtained grace 

and favour in his sight more than all the virgins; so that he set the royal crown upon her head, 

and made her queen instead of Vashti. 18 Then the king made a great feast unto all his 

princes and his servants, even Esther’s feast; and he made a release to the provinces, and gave 

gifts, according to the state of the king. 19 And when the virgins were gathered together the 

second time, then Mordecai sat in the king’s gate. 20 Esther had not yet shewed her kindred 

nor her people; as Mordecai had charged her: for Esther did the commandment of Mordecai, 

like as when she was brought up with him.  

 

21 In those days, while Mordecai sat in the king’s gate, two of the king’s chamberlains, 

Bigthan and Teresh, of those which kept the door, were wroth, and sought to lay hand on the 

king Ahasuerus. 22 And the thing was known to Mordecai, who told it unto Esther the queen; 

and Esther certified the king thereof in Mordecai’s name. 23 And when inquisition was made 

of the matter, it was found out; therefore they were both hanged on a tree: and it was written 

in the book of the chronicles before the king.  

 

Chapter 3  

Mordecai Refuses to Honor Haman 

1 After these things did king Ahasuerus promote Haman the son of Hammedatha the Agagite, 

and advanced him, and set his seat above all the princes that were with him. 2 And all the 

king’s servants, that were in the king’s gate, bowed, and reverenced Haman: for the king had 

so commanded concerning him. But Mordecai bowed not, nor did him reverence. 3 Then the 

king’s servants, which were in the king’s gate, said unto Mordecai, Why transgressest thou 

the king’s commandment? 4 Now it came to pass, when they spake daily unto him, and he 

hearkened not unto them, that they told Haman, to see whether Mordecai’s matters would 

stand: for he had told them that he was a Jew. 5 And when Haman saw that Mordecai bowed 

not, nor did him reverence, then was Haman full of wrath. 6 And he thought scorn to lay 

hands on Mordecai alone; for they had shewed him the people of Mordecai: wherefore 

Haman sought to destroy all the Jews that were throughout the whole kingdom of Ahasuerus, 

even the people of Mordecai.  

 

7 In the first month, that is, the month Nisan, in the twelfth year of king Ahasuerus, they cast 

Pur, that is, the lot, before Haman from day to day, and from month to month, to the twelfth 

month, that is, the month Adar.  

Haman Maneuvers a Decree Against the Jews 

8 And Haman said unto king Ahasuerus, There is a certain people scattered abroad and 

dispersed among the people in all the provinces of thy kingdom; and their laws are diverse 

from all people; neither keep they the king’s laws: therefore it is not for the king’s profit to 

suffer them. 9 If it please the king, let it be written that they may be destroyed: and I will pay 

ten thousand talents of silver to the hands of those that have the charge of the business, to 
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bring it into the king’s treasuries. 10 And the king took his ring from his hand, and gave it 

unto Haman the son of Hammedatha the Agagite, the Jews’ enemy. 11 And the king said unto 

Haman, The silver is given to thee, the people also, to do with them as it seemeth good to 

thee. 12 Then were the king’s scribes called on the thirteenth day of the first month, and there 

was written according to all that Haman had commanded unto the king’s lieutenants, and to 

the governors that were over every province, and to the rulers of every people of every 

province according to the writing thereof, and to every people after their language; in the 

name of king Ahasuerus was it written, and sealed with the king’s ring. 13 And the letters 

were sent by posts into all the king’s provinces, to destroy, to kill, and to cause to perish, all 

Jews, both young and old, little children and women, in one day, even upon the thirteenth day 

of the twelfth month, which is the month Adar, and to take the spoil of them for a prey. 14 

The copy of the writing for a commandment to be given in every province was published 

unto all people, that they should be ready against that day. 15 The posts went out, being 

hastened by the king’s commandment, and the decree was given in Shushan the palace. And 

the king and Haman sat down to drink; but the city Shushan was perplexed.  

 

Chapter 4  

Mordecai Seeks the Aid of Queen Esther 

1 When Mordecai perceived all that was done, Mordecai rent his clothes, and put on 

sackcloth with ashes, and went out into the midst of the city, and cried with a loud and a 

bitter cry; 2 and came even before the king’s gate: for none might enter into the king’s gate 

clothed with sackcloth. 3 And in every province, whithersoever the king’s commandment and 

his decree came, there was great mourning among the Jews, and fasting, and weeping, and 

wailing; and many lay in sackcloth and ashes.  

 

4 So Esther’s maids and her chamberlains came and told it her. Then was the queen 

exceedingly grieved; and she sent raiment to clothe Mordecai, and to take away his sackcloth 

from him: but he received it not. 5 Then called Esther for Hatach, one of the king’s 

chamberlains, whom he had appointed to attend upon her, and gave him a commandment to 

Mordecai, to know what it was, and why it was. 6 So Hatach went forth to Mordecai unto the 

street of the city, which was before the king’s gate. 7 And Mordecai told him of all that had 

happened unto him, and of the sum of the money that Haman had promised to pay to the 

king’s treasuries for the Jews, to destroy them. 8 Also he gave him the copy of the writing of 

the decree that was given at Shushan to destroy them, to shew it unto Esther, and to declare it 

unto her, and to charge her that she should go in unto the king, to make supplication unto 

him, and to make request before him for her people. 9 And Hatach came and told Esther the 

words of Mordecai.  

 

10 Again Esther spake unto Hatach, and gave him commandment unto Mordecai; 11 All the 

king’s servants, and the people of the king’s provinces, do know, that whosoever, whether 

man or woman, shall come unto the king into the inner court, who is not called, there is one 

law of his to put him to death, except such to whom the king shall hold out the golden 

sceptre, that he may live: but I have not been called to come in unto the king these thirty 

days. 12 And they told to Mordecai Esther’s words. 13 Then Mordecai commanded to answer  

Esther, Think not with thyself that thou shalt escape in the king’s house, more than 
all the Jews.  



 

 

THE BOOK OF ESTER 

14 All Nations Bible Institution & Projects 

14 For if thou altogether holdest thy peace at this time, then shall there enlargement 
and deliverance arise to the Jews from another place;  

but thou and thy father’s house shall be destroyed: and who knoweth whether thou 
art come to the kingdom for such a time as this?  

15 Then Esther bade them return Mordecai this answer, 16 Go, gather together all the Jews 

that are present in Shushan, and fast ye for me, and neither eat nor drink three days, night or 

day: I also and my maidens will fast likewise; and so will I go in unto the king, which is not 

according to the law: and if I perish, I perish. 17 So Mordecai went his way, and did 

according to all that Esther had commanded him.  

 

Chapter 5  

1 Now it came to pass on the third day, that Esther put on her royal apparel, and stood in the 

inner court of the king’s house, over against the king’s house: and the king sat upon his royal 

throne in the royal house, over against the gate of the house. 2 And it was so, when the king 

saw Esther the queen standing in the court, that she obtained favour in his sight: and the king 

held out to Esther the golden sceptre that was in his hand. So Esther drew near, and touched 

the top of the sceptre. 3 Then said the king unto her, What wilt thou, queen Esther? and what 

is thy request? it shall be even given thee to the half of the kingdom. 4 And Esther answered, 

If it seem good unto the king, let the king and Haman come this day unto the banquet that I 

have prepared for him. 5 Then the king said, Cause Haman to make haste, that he may do as 

Esther hath said.  

First Banquet of Esther 

So the king and Haman came to the banquet that Esther had prepared. 6 And the king said 

unto Esther at the banquet of wine, What is thy petition? and it shall be granted thee: and 

what is thy request? even to the half of the kingdom it shall be performed. 7 Then answered 

Esther, and said, My petition and my request is; 8 if I have found favour in the sight of the 

king, and if it please the king to grant my petition, and to perform my request, let the king and 

Haman come to the banquet that I shall prepare for them, and I will do to morrow as the king 

hath said.  

 

9 Then went Haman forth that day joyful and with a glad heart: but when Haman saw 

Mordecai in the king’s gate, that he stood not up, nor moved for him, he was full of 

indignation against Mordecai. 10 Nevertheless Haman refrained himself: and when he came 

home, he sent and called for his friends, and Zeresh his wife. 11 And Haman told them of the 

glory of his riches, and the multitude of his children, and all the things wherein the king had 

promoted him, and how he had advanced him above the princes and servants of the king. 12 

Haman said moreover, Yea, Esther the queen did let no man come in with the king unto the 

banquet that she had prepared but myself; and to morrow am I invited unto her also with the 

king. 13 Yet all this availeth me nothing, so long as I see Mordecai the Jew sitting at the 

king’s gate.  

 

14 Then said Zeresh his wife and all his friends unto him, Let a gallows be made of fifty 

cubits high, and to morrow speak thou unto the king that Mordecai may be hanged thereon: 

then go thou in merrily with the king unto the banquet. And the thing pleased Haman; and he 

caused the gallows to be made.  
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Chapter 6  

The King Rewards Mordecai 

1 On that night could not the king sleep, and he commanded to bring the book of records of 

the chronicles; and they were read before the king. 2 And it was found written, that Mordecai 

had told of Bigthana and Teresh, two of the king’s chamberlains, the keepers of the door, 

who sought to lay hand on the king Ahasuerus. 3 And the king said, What honour and dignity 

hath been done to Mordecai for this? Then said the king’s servants that ministered unto him, 

There is nothing done for him.  

 

4 And the king said, Who is in the court? Now Haman was come into the outward court of 

the king’s house, to speak unto the king to hang Mordecai on the gallows that he had 

prepared for him. 5 And the king’s servants said unto him, Behold, Haman standeth in the 

court. And the king said, Let him come in. 6 So Haman came in. And the king said unto him, 

What shall be done unto the man whom the king delighteth to honour? Now Haman thought 

in his heart, To whom would the king delight to do honour more than to myself? 7 And 

Haman answered the king, For the man whom the king delighteth to honour, 8 let the royal 

apparel be brought which the king useth to wear, and the horse that the king rideth upon, and 

the crown royal which is set upon his head: 9 and let this apparel and horse be delivered to 

the hand of one of the king’s most noble princes, that they may array the man withal whom 

the king delighteth to honour, and bring him on horseback through the street of the city, and 

proclaim before him, Thus shall it be done to the man whom the king delighteth to honour. 10 

Then the king said to Haman, Make haste, and take the apparel and the horse, as thou hast 

said, and do even so to Mordecai the Jew, that sitteth at the king’s gate: let nothing fail of all 

that thou hast spoken. 11 Then took Haman the apparel and the horse, and arrayed Mordecai, 

and brought him on horseback through the street of the city, and proclaimed before him, Thus 

shall it be done unto the man whom the king delighteth to honour.  

 

12 And Mordecai came again to the king’s gate. But Haman hasted to his house mourning, 

and having his head covered. 13 And Haman told Zeresh his wife and all his friends every 

thing that had befallen him. Then said his wise men and Zeresh his wife unto him, If 

Mordecai be of the seed of the Jews, before whom thou hast begun to fall, thou shalt not 

prevail against him, but shalt surely fall before him.  

Second Banquet of Esther 

14 And while they were yet talking with him, came the king’s chamberlains, and hasted to 

bring Haman unto the banquet that Esther had prepared.  

 

Chapter 7  

1 So the king and Haman came to banquet with Esther the queen. 2 And the king said again 

unto Esther on the second day at the banquet of wine, What is thy petition, queen Esther? and 

it shall be granted thee: and what is thy request? and it shall be performed, even to the half of 

the kingdom. 3 Then Esther the queen answered and said, If I have found favour in thy sight, 

O king, and if it please the king, let my life be given me at my petition, and my people at my 

request: 4 for we are sold, I and my people, to be destroyed, to be slain, and to perish. But if 

we had been sold for bondmen and bondwomen, I had held my tongue, although the enemy 
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could not countervail the king’s damage.  

 

5 Then the king Ahasuerus answered and said unto Esther the queen, Who is he, and where is 

he, that durst presume in his heart to do so? 6 And Esther said, The adversary and enemy is 

this wicked Haman. Then Haman was afraid before the king and the queen.  

 

7 And the king arising from the banquet of wine in his wrath went into the palace garden: and 

Haman stood up to make request for his life to Esther the queen; for he saw that there was 

evil determined against him by the king. 8 Then the king returned out of the palace garden 

into the place of the banquet of wine; and Haman was fallen upon the bed whereon Esther 

was. Then said the king, Will he force the queen also before me in the house? As the word 

went out of the king’s mouth, they covered Haman’s face. 9 And Harbonah, one of the 

chamberlains, said before the king, Behold also, the gallows fifty cubits high, which Haman 

had made for Mordecai, who had spoken good for the king, standeth in the house of Haman. 

Then the king said, Hang him thereon. 10 So they hanged Haman on the gallows that he had 

prepared for Mordecai. Then was the king’s wrath pacified.  

 

Chapter 8  

1 On that day did the king Ahasuerus give the house of Haman the Jews’ enemy unto Esther 

the queen. And Mordecai came before the king; for Esther had told what he was unto her. 2 

And the king took off his ring, which he had taken from Haman, and gave it unto Mordecai. 

And Esther set Mordecai over the house of Haman.  

The Second Royal Decree 

3 And Esther spake yet again before the king, and fell down at his feet, and besought him 

with tears to put away the mischief of Haman the Agagite, and his device that he had devised 

against the Jews. 4 Then the king held out the golden sceptre toward Esther. So Esther arose, 

and stood before the king, 5 and said, If it please the king, and if I have found favour in his 

sight, and the thing seem right before the king, and I be pleasing in his eyes, let it be written 

to reverse the letters devised by Haman the son of Hammedatha the Agagite, which he wrote 

to destroy the Jews which are in all the king’s provinces: 6 for how can I endure to see the 

evil that shall come unto my people? or how can I endure to see the destruction of my 

kindred?  

 

7 Then the king Ahasuerus said unto Esther the queen and to Mordecai the Jew, Behold, I 

have given Esther the house of Haman, and him they have hanged upon the gallows, because 

he laid his hand upon the Jews. 8 Write ye also for the Jews, as it liketh you, in the king’s 

name, and seal it with the king’s ring: for the writing which is written in the king’s name, and 

sealed with the king’s ring, may no man reverse. 9 Then were the king’s scribes called at that 

time in the third month, that is, the month Sivan, on the three and twentieth day thereof; and 

it was written according to all that Mordecai commanded unto the Jews, and to the 

lieutenants, and the deputies and rulers of the provinces which are from India unto Ethiopia, 

an hundred twenty and seven provinces, unto every province according to the writing thereof, 

and unto every people after their language, and to the Jews according to their writing, and 

according to their language. 10 And he wrote in the king Ahasuerus’ name, and sealed it with 

the king’s ring, and sent letters by posts on horseback, and riders on mules, camels, and 

young dromedaries: 11 wherein the king granted the Jews which were in every city to gather 
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themselves together, and to stand for their life, to destroy, to slay, and to cause to perish, all 

the power of the people and province that would assault them, both little ones and women, 

and to take the spoil of them for a prey, 12 upon one day in all the provinces of king 

Ahasuerus, namely, upon the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, which is the month Adar. 

13 The copy of the writing for a commandment to be given in every province was published 

unto all people, and that the Jews should be ready against that day to avenge themselves on 

their enemies. 14 So the posts that rode upon mules and camels went out, being hastened and 

pressed on by the king’s commandment. And the decree was given at Shushan the palace.  

 

15 And Mordecai went out from the presence of the king in royal apparel of blue and white, 

and with a great crown of gold, and with a garment of fine linen and purple: and the city of 

Shushan rejoiced and was glad. 16 The Jews had light, and gladness, and joy, and honour. 17 

And in every province, and in every city, whithersoever the king’s commandment and his 

decree came, the Jews had joy and gladness, a feast and a good day. And many of the people 

of the land became Jews; for the fear of the Jews fell upon them.  

 

Chapter 9  

Victory of the Jews 

1 Now in the twelfth month, that is, the month Adar, on the thirteenth day of the same, when 

the king’s commandment and his decree drew near to be put in execution, in the day that the 

enemies of the Jews hoped to have power over them, (though it was turned to the contrary, 

that the Jews had rule over them that hated them;) 2 the Jews gathered themselves together in 

their cities throughout all the provinces of the king Ahasuerus, to lay hand on such as sought 

their hurt: and no man could withstand them; for the fear of them fell upon all people. 3 And 

all the rulers of the provinces, and the lieutenants, and the deputies, and officers of the king, 

helped the Jews; because the fear of Mordecai fell upon them. 4 For Mordecai was great in 

the king’s house, and his fame went out throughout all the provinces: for this man Mordecai 

waxed greater and greater. 5 Thus the Jews smote all their enemies with the stroke of the 

sword, and slaughter, and destruction, and did what they would unto those that hated them. 6 

And in Shushan the palace the Jews slew and destroyed five hundred men. 7 And 

Parshandatha, and Dalphon, and Aspatha, 8 and Poratha, and Adalia, and Aridatha, 9 and 

Parmashta, and Arisai, and Aridai, and Vajezatha, 10 the ten sons of Haman the son of 

Hammedatha, the enemy of the Jews, slew they; but on the spoil laid they not their hand.  

 

11 On that day the number of those that were slain in Shushan the palace was brought before 

the king. 12 And the king said unto Esther the queen, The Jews have slain and destroyed five 

hundred men in Shushan the palace, and the ten sons of Haman; what have they done in the 

rest of the king’s provinces? now what is thy petition? and it shall be granted thee: or what is 

thy request further? and it shall be done. 13 Then said Esther, If it please the king, let it be 

granted to the Jews which are in Shushan to do to morrow also according unto this day’s 

decree, and let Haman’s ten sons be hanged upon the gallows. 14 And the king commanded it 

so to be done: and the decree was given at Shushan; and they hanged Haman’s ten sons. 15 

For the Jews that were in Shushan gathered themselves together on the fourteenth day also of 

the month Adar, and slew three hundred men at Shushan; but on the prey they laid not their 

hand.  

 

16 But the other Jews that were in the king’s provinces gathered themselves together, and 
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stood for their lives, and had rest from their enemies, and slew of their foes seventy and five 

thousand, but they laid not their hands on the prey, 17 on the thirteenth day of the month 

Adar; and on the fourteenth day of the same rested they, and made it a day of feasting and 

gladness. 18 But the Jews that were at Shushan assembled together on the thirteenth day 

thereof, and on the fourteenth thereof; and on the fifteenth day of the same they rested, and 

made it a day of feasting and gladness.  

19 Therefore the Jews of the villages, that dwelt in the unwalled towns, made the 
fourteenth day of the month Adar  

a day of gladness and feasting, and a good day, and of sending portions one to 
another.  

20 And Mordecai wrote these things, and sent letters unto all the Jews that were in all the 

provinces of the king Ahasuerus, both nigh and far, 21 to stablish this among them, that they 

should keep the fourteenth day of the month Adar, and the fifteenth day of the same, yearly, 

22 as the days wherein the Jews rested from their enemies, and the month which was turned 

unto them from sorrow to joy, and from mourning into a good day: that they should make 

them days of feasting and joy, and of sending portions one to another, and gifts to the poor. 

23 And the Jews undertook to do as they had begun, and as Mordecai had written unto them; 

24 because Haman the son of Hammedatha, the Agagite, the enemy of all the Jews, had 

devised against the Jews to destroy them, and had cast Pur, that is, the lot, to consume them, 

and to destroy them; 25 but when Esther came before the king, he commanded by letters that 

his wicked device, which he devised against the Jews, should return upon his own head, and 

that he and his sons should be hanged on the gallows.  

26 Wherefore they called these days Purim after the name of Pur.  

Therefore for all the words of this letter, and of that which they had seen concerning this 

matter, and which had come unto them, 27 the Jews ordained, and took upon them, and upon 

their seed, and upon all such as joined themselves unto them, so as it should not fail, that they 

would keep these two days according to their writing, and according to their appointed time 

every year; 28 and that these days should be remembered and kept throughout every 

generation, every family, every province, and every city; and that these days of Purim should 

not fail from among the Jews, nor the memorial of them perish from their seed. 29 Then 

Esther the queen, the daughter of Abihail, and Mordecai the Jew, wrote with all authority, to 

confirm this second letter of Purim. 30 And he sent the letters unto all the Jews, to the 

hundred twenty and seven provinces of the kingdom of Ahasuerus, with words of peace and 

truth, 31 to confirm these days of Purim in their times appointed, according as Mordecai the 

Jew and Esther the queen had enjoined them, and as they had decreed for themselves and for 

their seed, the matters of the fastings and their cry. 32 And the decree of Esther confirmed 

these matters of Purim; and it was written in the book.  

 

Chapter 10  

And the king Ahasuerus laid a tribute upon the land, and upon the isles of the sea. 2 And all 

the acts of his power and of his might, and the declaration of the greatness of Mordecai, 

whereunto the king advanced him, are they not written in the book of the chronicles of the 

kings of Media and Persia? 3 For Mordecai the Jew was next unto king Ahasuerus, and great 
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among the Jews, and accepted of the multitude of his brethren, seeking the wealth of his 

people, and speaking peace to all his seed.  

Story of Esther in the Bible 

As scripture reveals, Esther is a Jewish woman living in Persia and reared by her cousin 

Mordecai. She was taken to the King of the Persian Empire to become a part of his harem—

but because there was something special about Esther, he made her queen. Mordecai, 

however, didn’t tell the king about a major detail—Esther’s Jewish heritage. 

I imagine Esther as a drop-dead gorgeous woman with flawless olive skin and a tantalizing 

personality. She charmed King Xerxes so much that after deposing his prior queen, he could 

have chosen any woman he wanted—but he chose Esther. 

Of course there is a scoundrel in the story, too. Haman is a vengeful and egotistical advisor to 

the king. He hated Mordecai for refusing to bow down to him, so he plotted to destroy the 

Jewish people. Haman told the king, “There is a certain people scattered abroad and dispersed 

among the peoples in all the provinces of your kingdom whose customs are different from 

those of all other people and who do not obey the king’s laws; it is not in the king’s best 

interest to tolerate them” (Esther 3:8 NIV). The king gave him authority to handle the fate of 

the Jewish people. In return, Haman announced a government-issued edict of genocide. 

What could the queen do for her people? The king had not requested her presence in a month. 

Did his affection for her wane? Was she a powerless sex partner? Of all the Jews, only Esther 

had access to the king. Mordecai persuaded Esther to speak to the king on behalf of the 

Jewish people reminding her of her unique place in history and that silence is not an option. 

In one of the most poetic Biblical passages, Mordecai speaks of God’s purposeful timing: 

“Who knows but that you have come to a royal position for such a time as this?” (Esther 4:14 

NIV). In other words, Mordecai lets Esther know that even her outer beauty was for a reason 

and would not go to waste! 

Esther knew, of course, that going to the king unsolicited could be her death sentence. 

Anyone who came into the king’s presence without being summoned could be executed. So 

what does she do? Before making a life or death decision, she calls for the Jewish people to 

join her on a 3-day fast. Following the fast she put on her best royal robes, approached the 

king, and told him of Haman's plot against her people. The Jewish people were saved, Haman 

was hanged on the same gallows that had been prepared for Mordecai, and Esther received 

Haman’s estate. This dramatic unfolding of events moves like a novel and played like a great 

chess game with several life lessons. Here are six lessons from the book of Esther that we can 

each apply to our living. 

Lesson #1: God has a plan for our lives 

Mordecai nailed it when he said, “For if you remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance 

for the Jews will arise from another place, but you and your father’s family will perish. And 

who knows but that you have come to the royal palace for such a time as this” (Esther 4:14 

NIV). God loved the Jewish people. And, he didn’t create Esther’s beauty and finesse for her 

and her alone. Esther was placed in a royal position to assist in the delivery of God’s divine 

plan. 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/esther/3-8.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/esther/4-14.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/esther/4-14.html
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Lesson #2: We are given divine moments to alter circumstances 

As believers, there are no such things as accidents or coincidences. God’s timing is 

providential. Esther’s divine moment of providence came by accepting her responsibility to 

go to the king. However, Mordecai was clear when he said to Esther that she could be the one 

who saved the people, or not. God will use you only if you’re ready—or he will find someone 

else. 

Lesson #3: We must stand with courage 

“I will go to the king, even though it is against the law. And if I perish, I perish” (Esther 4:16 

NIV). Esther was willing to die to save her people. Sometimes we must stand in courage, 

even when it is not popular to do so, and risk it all. 

Lesson #4: Fasting and prayer brings clarity and hope for deliverance 

God is not mentioned in the Book of Esther even once. But Esther was clear that in this 

particular situation, a heavenly response was needed for an earthly situation. Esther needed 

direction. When we need God’s grace, fasting and prayer opens the portals for spiritual 

growth, removes distractions and places us on a path to humility. 

Lesson #5: God demands obedience 

Esther’s obedience saved God’s people from genocide. The reality is that Esther didn’t know 

what would happen when she approached the king. She acted in obedience and by doing so 

she saved a nation and received the best. We don’t get a pass on this one. 

Lesson #6: God uses everything and everybody for his divine purpose 

No part of our lives is untouched. God is in control of every aspect, whether we want him to 

be or not, and there is nothing that is not subject to him (Hebrews 2:8 NIV). And, the best 

thing we can do for our lives is to search for and surrender to his will. 

Lisa Brown Ross is an author and award-winning writer. Her career spans radio and 

television reporting, public relations and public affairs consulting, motivational speaking and 

leadership development. She is a wife, mother, prayer warrior, poet and “Chief Inspiration 

Officer” for LisaRossInspiration.com. She serves as President of the LJR Group, Inc. a public 

relations and crisis communications firm located in Irving, Texas. 
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The Biblical Hermeneutics: 
 Exegesis of Luke 7:36-50 
 

Introduction 
 
Biblical exegesis is the practice of studying and investigating the scriptures to discover the 
meaning intended by the author. To do so, the practice takes into account the literary forms 
and vocabulary used to convey the meaning, the physical environment, and historical 
background of the passage. In this piece of writing, the author attempted to exegete Luke 
7:36-50 to uncover the theological message pertaining herein. The passage tells the story of 
Jesus’ being invited to dinner in a Pharisee’s house, where a sinful woman anointed his feet 
with tears and dried them with her hair, kissing Jesus and pouring out on His feet perfume. 
While the Pharisee saw this as shocking behavior, Jesus explained, in parable, that the 
woman expressed loving gratitude in response to forgiveness of her many sins. 
Similarities with other scriptures  
 
This story of Luke 7:36-50 is very similar to the stories about the anointing of Jesus by a 
woman, found in Matthew 26: 6-13, Mark 14: 1-11 and John 12: 1-10. These last three 
passages took place in Bethany a few days before Jesus' crucifixion. While they all have a lot 
of similarities to Luke 7: 36-50, some differences are also noticeable, hence the idea that 
two separate events are being reported. 
In the context of similarities, all of the stories report that Jesus was anointed with expensive 
perfume, by a woman and during dinner. In both cases, the entourage negatively criticized 
the woman.  
One the other hand, Luke 7:36-50 shows that the story took place at the home of Simon, the 
Pharisee who had invited Jesus, while the anointing in Bethany took place at the house of 
Simon the leper. The woman who anointed Jesus at Bethany is** not described as a sinner, 
but actually appears to be Mary, Lazarus' sister. While the anointing at Bethany was to 
prefigure Jesus' burial, it was done on the head (Matthew 26: 7, Mark 14: 3) rather than on 
the feet (Luke 7: 38). Furthermore, in Luke 7:39, the criticism came from Simon the Pharisee 
on the morality of the anointing woman, while in other passages criticism came from 
disciples, especially Judah Iscariot, on the value of the perfume. 
As a result, the stories found in Matthew 26: 6-13, Mark 14: 1-11 and John 12: 1-10 relate 
the same event, while the one found in Luke 7:36-50 tells a different event. What is evident 
is that Jesus was anointed with perfume by women more than once and in all cases He shot 
the scenes to offer a theological message. 
Analysis   
 

Invitation to diner by a Pharisee (7:36) 
 
Jesus was invited for dinner by Simon the Pharisee. The event was assumed to take place in 
Galilee because other events in the section took place there. As one reads the passage, one 
might wonder: who was Simon or why did he invite Jesus to dinner? Obviously, Simon was 
one of the Pharisees who followed Jesus' teaching. What can be learned from Jesus' words 
in the passage is that Simon could not be seen as a believer, but perhaps as a skeptic trying 
to be open-minded. The reason for inviting Jesus to dinner is apparently because Jesus was 



 

 

THE BOOK OF ESTER 

22 All Nations Bible Institution & Projects 

a great teacher (rabbi) and a healer, hence the need to learn about Him and the honor of 
hosting a very famous rabbi. It also appears that Simon was financially well off because this 
dinner party brought many people together, requiring a bigger house and money for food 
that an average person could not afford. No matter what, Jesus accepted invitation for 
dinner, although He was criticized for eating with sinners (Luke 7:34) 
 

A Sinful woman vs a self-righteous Pharisee (37-39) 
 
Verse 37 says more about the woman. She was clearly a resident of the city, but she was not 
invited to the party. Although it has been said that she was considered a sinner, it is not 
known what her sin was, but it can probably be assumed that she was a prostitute rather 
than adulteress because an adulteress had to be stoned in accordance with the law 
(Deuteronomy 22:22; Leviticus 20:10),  but  sinners were shunned and prohibited from 
participation in the local synagogue. 
 
While one cannot tell how the woman became a prostitute, it seems her image was in 
tatters in the city but deep down she was broken and hurt. It also seems that it was 
probably difficult for her to come to Simon’s home, knowing that Simon could not be happy 
to see her at his house. However, she presented a heart for Jesus. She has probably heard 
about Jesus’ teachings about God’s love and forgiveness and found the kingdom words so 
compelling. Her inner wound made her weep but she had no hope of restoration except 
through Jesus. 
 
On the other hand, the way Simon welcomed guests does not seem to be cordial. Jesus 
reflected on this in verse 44-46. Why? Culture in the Near East took hospitality as a strong 
value, where olive oil was sometimes offered to anoint a guest's hair (Psalm 23: 5b; Amos 
6:6), a basin provided for one to wash off the dust from one’s feet, and beloved guests 
kissed as one was greeted (Matthew 26:49; 2 Samuel 15:5). Simon had not made any of 
these. Yet, Simon still considered himself as righteous, compared with the woman. 
 
Although Simon did not invite the woman, it seems that he was even not alerted that she 
was to come because verse 45 shows that the woman did not arrive late but arrived at 
Simon's house even before Jesus. So, she might have been waiting with others. 
Jesus anointed by a sinful woman (37-38) 
 
Jesus reclined at the table, as this was probably an Eastern style of dining. As the woman 
stood behind him at his feet weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears. Then she 
untied her hair, took off the handkerchief she may have worn on it and let it fall. She knelt 
down and began to wipe his feet with her hair. Going around in public with one’s hair down 
was considered a shameful thing to do, but the woman was not discouraged.  Then she 
wiped His feet with her hair and kissed them.   
For a cultural foreign reader, finding a woman kissing a man, might cause one to view this 
with sexual overtones, but in Hebrew culture kissing the feet could be seen as a common 
mark of deep reverence, especially for respected rabbis. 
Finally, the woman poured perfume Jesus' feet. Here again, the reader may wonder where 
the woman got the perfume from or whether she had prepared the scene in advance. 
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However, in Jewish culture, women generally wore alabastron, a vial perfume, around their 
necks. So, this is probably the one that was used.  
 
If one considers the significance of the imperfect tense of the translated Greek words, one 
sees that wiped, kissed and poured are indications of repeated actions. Since the perfume 
aroma spreads very easily throughout the room once it is opened, one can imagine that all 
eyes were on the woman who was continually weeping, wiping, and stroking Jesus' feet with 
her hair, kissing them with her lips, and pouring perfume on them. This could be very 
shocking to many guests who watched, and, given the reputation of the woman, it could be 
downright scandalous; at least that is how Simon the Pharisee interpreted it. 
 

Simon’s judgmental reaction  
 
Verse 39: When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, “If this man 
were a prophet, he would know who is touching him and what kind of woman she is—that 
she is a sinner.” 
It may be surprising that Simon did not condemn the touching act, per se, but judged both 
Jesus for lack of discernment of who was touching Him and the woman for her sinful 
background. However, this is not strange because in verse 40 we see that Simon recognized 
Jesus as a teacher but, in verse 39 he doubted that he could be a prophet as some claimed. 
Interestingly, it could not take time for the Messiah to read Simon’s mind. 
Jesus’ Parable of Two Cancelled Debts (41-43) 
 
While Simon rendered silent judgment, Jesus, who was probably seated in the place of 
honor, did not want Simon's judgment to go unchallenged. When He said “Simon, I have 
something to tell you,” He was politely asking permission to speak freely with the full 
attention of the audience. Jesus then told a parable that led Simon into a trap: 
 
“Two people owed money to a certain moneylender. One owed him five hundred 
denarii, and the other fifty. 42 Neither of them had the money to pay him back, so he 

forgave the debts of both. Now which of them will love him more?” 
 Simon replied, “I suppose the one who had the bigger debt forgiven.”  
“You have judged correctly,” Jesus said. 

 

On the one hand, Jesus used the parable to explain that the woman, who was forgiven a 
greater sin, loved Jesus more than the host, hence the expression of her sincere love by 
weeping, wiping, anointing, and kissing his feet. 
On the other hand, the parable also has a broader theological message pertaining to Jesus’ 
mission. Sin took man away from God, and man had nothing to offer to pay off the debt, so 
God repaid man's penalty by offering salvation to humans and eternal life for which Jesus 
died to atone for sin in order to make mankind righteous with God (Romans 3:23-27; 
Ecclesiastes 7:20; James 3:2; 1 John 1:8; Proverbs 20:9;  1 John 1:10). This is only by 
God’s abundant grace and love. For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and 
this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—  not by works, so that no one can boast  
(Ephesians 2:8-9). Therefore, the parable of Jesus in Luke 7: 41-42 reflects on how man 
owed a lot to God and had nothing to repay him, so God forgave the debt by giving his son 
die on the cross so that whoever believed in Him would not be condemned (John 3:16). 
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Jesus turning the judgement to Simon 
 
When Simon had answered the question correctly, Jesus then turned judgment on 
him rather than on the woman. He made a comparison between Simon's acts as a 
host and the sinful woman's acts of love. 
 
44 Then he turned toward the woman and said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? I 
came into your house. You did not give me any water for my feet, but she wet my 
feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair. 45 You did not give me a kiss, but 
this woman, from the time I entered, has not stopped kissing my feet. 46 You did not 
put oil on my head, but she has poured perfume on my feet. 
 
What is so obvious is Simon's poor hospitality and lack of discourtesy as he offered 
none of the marks of a gracious host. Thus, the point of Jesus demonstrated the little 
love of Simon, while the sinful woman lavished love on Jesus. 
 
Building on this, Jesus then turned the subject from love to forgiveness to help 
others understand the woman’s devotion in terms of forgiveness of sin: “Therefore, I 
tell you, her many sins have been forgiven—as her great love has shown. But 
whoever has been forgiven little loves little.” One can imagine Simon’s reactions or 
feelings on stage.  
 
But why should he need forgiveness if he is not a sinner? 

 
Forgiveness of sins (48-50) 
Finally, Jesus did not focus on Simon’s shortcomings but spoke directly to the woman: “Your 
sins are forgiven… your faith has saved you; go in peace.”  What is important is not why the 
other guests wondered who He was to forgive sins, for they still doubted His messianic 
status; what one can recognize here is that Jesus confirmed that by faith in Him salvation is 
given. He then offered the blessing as the Jews do when they separate, but it means more 
than peace, but also wholeness and welcome back into the fellowship and salvation of God's 
people. The passage ends with the soul of a prostitute flooded with wonderful peace and 
light. 
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 RESTORATION  

The idea of a restoration of the world had its origin in the preaching of the Old Testament prophets. 

Their faith in the unique position and mission of Israel as the chosen people of God inspired in them 

the conviction that the destruction of the nation would eventually be followed by a restoration 

under conditions that would insure the realization of the original divine purpose. When the 

restoration came and passed without fulfillment of this hope, the Messianic era was projected into 

the future.  

By the time of Jesus the conception became more or less spiritualized, and the anticipation of a new 

order in which the consequences of sin would no longer appear was a prominent feature of the 

Messianic conception. In the teaching of Jesus and the apostles such a restoration is taken for 

granted as a matter of course. In Matthew 17:11 (compare Mark 9:12), the moral and spiritual 

regeneration preached by John the Baptist is described as a restoration and viewed as a fulfillment 

of Malachi 4:6. It is "to be observed, however, that the work of John could be characterized as 

restoration only in the sense of an inception of the regeneration that was to be completed by Jesus. 

In Matthew 19:28 Jesus speaks of a regeneration (palingenesia) of the world in terms that ascribe to 

the saints a state of special felicity. Perhaps the most pointed expression of the idea of restoration as 

a special event or crisis is found in the address of Peter (Acts 3:21), where the restoration is 

described as an apokatastasis panton, and is viewed as a fulfillment of prophecy.  

In all the passages cited the restoration is assumed as a matter with which the hearers are familiar, 

and consequently its nature is not unfolded. The evidence is, therefore, too limited to justify any 

attempt to outline its special features. Under such circumstances there is grave danger of reading 

into the language of the Scriptures one's own conception of what the restoration is to embody. We 

are probably expressing the full warrant of the Scripture when we say that the reconstruction 

mentioned in these passages contemplates the restoration of man, under the reign of Christ, to a life 

in which the consequences of sin are no longer present, and that this reconstruction is to include in 

some measure a regeneration of both the physical and the spiritual world. Whether the benefits of 

the restoration are to accrue to all men is also left undefined in the Scriptures. In the passages 

already cited only the disciples of Christ appear in the field of vision.  

Certain sayings of Jesus are sometimes regarded as favorable to the more inclusive view. In John 

12:32 Jesus speaks of drawing all men to Himself, but here, as in John 3:14,15, it is to be observed 

that while Christ's sacrifice includes all men in its scope, its benefits will doubtless accrue to those 

only who respond willingly to His drawing power. The saying of Caiaphas (John 11:52) is irrelevant, 

for the phrase, "the children of God that are scattered abroad," probably refers only to the worthy 

Jews of the dispersion.  

Neither can the statements of Paul (Romans 11:32; 1 Corinthians 15:22; Ephesians 1:9,10; Colossians 

1:20; 1 Timothy 2:4; 4:10; Titus 2:11) be pressed in favor of the restorationist view. They affirm only 

that God's plan makes provision for the redemption of all, and that His saving will is universal. But 

men have wills of their own, and whether they share in the benefits of the salvation provided 

depends on their availing themselves of its privileges. The doctrine of the restoration of all can 

hardly be deduced from the New Testament. 
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 Jeremiah 33 New International Version (NIV) Promise of 

Restoration While Jeremiah was still confined in the courtyard of the guard, the word of the 

LORD came to him a second time: 2 “This is what the LORD says, he who made the earth, the LORD 

who formed it and established it—the LORD is his name: 3 ‘Call to me and I will answer you and tell 

you great and unsearchable things you do not know.’ 4 For this is what the LORD, the God of Israel, 

says about the houses in this city and the royal palaces of Judah that have been torn down to be 

used against the siege ramps and the sword 5 in the fight with the Babylonians[a] : ‘ 

They will be filled with the dead bodies of the people I will slay in my anger and wrath. I will hide my 

face from this city because of all its wickedness. 6 “‘Nevertheless, I will bring health and healing to it; 

I will heal my people and will let them enjoy abundant peace and security.  

 I will bring Judah and Israel back from captivity[b] and will rebuild them as they were before. 8 I will 

cleanse them from all the sin they have committed against me and will forgive all their sins of 

rebellion against me. 9 Then this city will bring me renown, joy, praise and honor before all nations 

on earth that hear of all the good things I do for it; and they will be in awe and will tremble at the 

abundant prosperity and peace I provide for it.’ 10 “This is what the LORD says: ‘You say about this 

place, “It is a desolate waste, without people or animals.” Yet in the towns of Judah and the streets 

of Jerusalem that are deserted, inhabited by neither people nor animals, there will be heard once 

more 11 the sounds of joy and gladness, the voices of bride and bridegroom, and the voices of those 

who bring thank offerings to the house of the LORD, saying, “Give thanks to the LORD Almighty, for 

the LORD is good; his love endures forever.” For I will restore the fortunes of the land as they were 

before,’ says the LORD. 12 “This is what the LORD Almighty says: ‘In this place, desolate and without 

people or animals—in all its towns there will again be pastures for shepherds to rest their flocks. 13 

In the towns of the hill country, of the western foothills and of the Negev, in the territory of 

Benjamin, in the villages around Jerusalem and in the towns of Judah, flocks will again pass under 

the hand of the one who counts them,’ says the LORD.  

“‘The days are coming,’ declares the LORD, ‘when I will fulfill the good promise I made to the people 

of Israel and Judah. “‘In those days and at that time I will make a righteous Branch sprout from 

David’s line; he will do what is just and right in the land. 16 In those days Judah will be saved and 

Jerusalem will live in safety. This is the name by which it[c] will be called:  

The LORD Our Righteous Savior.’ 17 For this is what the LORD says: ‘David will never fail to have a 

man to sit on the throne of Israel, 18 nor will the Levitical priests ever fail to have a man to stand 

before me continually to offer burnt offerings, to burn grain offerings and to present sacrifices.’” 19 

The word of the LORD came to Jeremiah: 20 “This is what the LORD says: ‘If you can break my 

covenant with the day and my covenant with the night, so that day and night no longer come at 

their appointed time, 21 then my covenant with David my servant—and my covenant with the 

Levites who are priests ministering before me—can be broken and David will no longer have a 

descendant to reign on his throne.  

I will make the descendants of David my servant and the Levites who minister before me as 

countless as the stars in the sky and as measureless as the sand on the seashore.’” 23 The word of 

the LORD came to Jeremiah: 24 “Have you not noticed that these people are saying, ‘The LORD has 

rejected the two kingdoms[d] he chose’? So they despise my people and no longer regard them as a 

nation. 25 This is what the LORD says: ‘If I have not made my covenant with day and night and 

established the laws of heaven and earth, 26 then I will reject the descendants of Jacob and David 

my servant and will not choose one of his sons to rule over the descendants of Abraham, Isaac and 
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Jacob. For I will restore their fortunes[e] and have compassion on them.’” Profile of an Unfaithful 

Church The faithful city has become a whore (Isaiah 1:21). 1. An attractive appearance that masks a 

disappointing reality Your silver has become dross, your best wine mixed with water (1:22). Dross is 

the scum that rises to the surface when silver is refined. When the dross dries, it forms a rough 

metal that is silver in color, but worthless. God says, “Your silver has become dross.” Something of 

great value has been changed into something worthless. God uses a second picture: “wine mixed 

with water.”  

This wine still has its color, but it loses both its taste and potency. So in both these pictures you have 

the same thing: Something that looks like the real thing, but on closer inspection it proves 

disappointing. ALL NATIONS BIBLE INSTITUTION & PROJECTS RESTORATION ALL NATIONS BIBLE 

INSTITUTION & PROJECTS We saw last week that if you had visited the temple in the time of Isaiah 

you would have seen large crowds offering multiple sacrifices. You would have experienced a 

relentless schedule of feasts, festivals, and convocations. Conferences is the world we would use 

today. At first sight, it would have looked impressive.  

But what looked like silver, Isaiah says, was actually dross, and what looked like fine wine was 

actually wine mixed with water. What is the silver entrusted to God’s people? It is the Word of God: 

“The words of the LORD are… like silver refined in a furnace… purified seven times” (Psalm 12:6). 

And our Lord Jesus speaks of the gospel as being like ‘new wine’ that needs to be put into new 

wineskins (Mat. 9:17). The great trust that is given to the church lies in the silver of God’s Word and 

in the wine of the gospel. That is the sacred deposit that has been given to the church. But in an 

unfaithful church, the silver gets turned into dross, and the wine gets mixed with water. While the 

first impressions of an unfaithful church may be positive, you soon find that knowing God, and being 

reconciled to him, and learning to live for his glory – irrespective of the cost – have been replaced by 

something else. It’s about ‘how to do life’ or about ‘becoming all that you can be.’ 

 The thing that is of supreme value has been lost. There may be a form of godliness but there is no 

life changing power. In an unfaithful church, the pure silver of the Word gets traded for rampant 

pragmatism. The fine wine of the gospel gets diluted with the water of affirmation and self-help. 

Leaders who may once have had a passion for knowing God are guided more by the latest books on 

sociology and business management than by the Bible. It happens.  

A ‘what’s in it for me?’ culture Your princes are rebels and companions of thieves. Everyone loves a 

bribe and runs after gifts (1:23). A bribe is a payoff that a person demands before doing something 

that he or she should already be doing. The ‘princes’ here are government officials, people who 

should have the public trust. If you go to an official to get some permit, she says, “Sure we can get 

that done for you, but it would help if you did something for me first.” This was how it was among 

the people of God, and it was like this with ‘everyone.’  

The primary question among God’s people on any issue was ‘What’s in it for me?’ This spirit is all 

around us, but if it settles into the minds and hearts of God’s people, it will become deadly, and the 

church will soon become faithless. Everyone looking for ‘How I can get what I want around here,’ 

and asking ‘What’s in it for me?’ is the very anti-thesis of love. 

 Insulation from immediate needs They do not bring justice to the fatherless, and the widow’s cause 

does not come to them (1:23). Why would the widow ever bring her cause to people who were 

really only interested in themselves? They had an attractive appearance that masked a disappointing 

reality, a ‘what’s in it for me’ culture, and they were insulated from immediate needs. The 

astonishing thing is that Isaiah is describing God’s people: “The faithful city has become a whore, she 
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who was full of justice! Righteousness lodged in her, but now murderers” (1:21). Jerusalem was the 

‘faithful city’ where God had put his name. The city of God had at one time been ‘full of justice.’ This 

was the city where the smoke of God’s immediate presence had come down, with all the promise 

that held for immediate communion between God and his people. But now look what has 

happened: The faithful city has become a ‘whore,’ selling that which is sacred. Murderers have taken 

the place of the righteous. If you read these verses and try to take them seriously, you wonder, How 

could this disaster have happened to these people? There is something important here and very 

timely that I want all of us to grasp today:  

Those who have been most blessed by God often become the worst of all, if they rebel against him. 

Too often we have to endure the pain of hearing about leaders in the church who have fallen into 

gross sin. You may wonder how it is possible that someone in ministry would get to a place of doing 

things that are sometimes worse than you would usually find among unbelievers.  

Your mind reels and you say, “How can that possibly be?” Those who have been most blessed by 

God often become the worst of all, if they rebel against him. You see this, for example, in the sons of 

Eli. Eli was a priest who gave himself to the service of God. He had two sons named Hophni and 

Phineas. Here are two boys who were raised with the knowledge of God, but Hophni and Phineas 

were as bad as they came. They were corrupt and lived in a pattern of sexually immorality that was 

far worse than you would expect, even among people who had no knowledge of God. Eli had to go 

to them and say, “Why do you do such things? For I hear of your evil dealings from all the people” (1 

Sam. 2:23). The word was out.  

People knew what was going on. It was a scandal and a disgrace. You will have seen something like 

this… some extraordinary evil is committed, and when the life story of the person who did it is 

traced, you hear that the person went to Sunday school as a little boy. You scratch your head when 

you hear a story like that and you say, “How is that possible?” He had some knowledge of the truth, 

and he rebelled against the light he’d received.  

The force of that rebellion took him into the darkest place. This is what you see in Judas. The one 

who committed the darkest deed of all was a person who, for three years, had given himself to 

vocational ministry. Coming near to God will either make you better or it will make you worse. If you 

sin against the light that you’ve received, the light of God’s Word, you dull your own conscience. And 

if you keep doing that, a great darkness will overtake you. You may find yourself in greater darkness 

than many who never walked with Christ in the first place. Jesus said to them, “Walk while you have 

the light, lest darkness overtake you” (John 12:35). If there is a rebellion in your heart today, I urge 

you to come to the cross and deal with it.  

If you don’t deal with it, it will grow in power. And you have no way of knowing, if you allow that to 

happen, where it will take you. The Scriptures gives us serious warnings, but they also give us 

wonderful hope. How can faithless people be made faithful? How can self-absorbed people learn to 

love? What hope is there for God’s people when the silver has become dross and the wine has been 

watered down? What hope is there for the wrecked life of the person who has given himself to sin 

and now finds himself in great darkness? How God Restores His People 1. A gracious intervention “I 

will turn my hand against you and will smelt away your dross as with lye and remove all your alloy” 

(1:25). Hope begins with an intervention from God.  

The situation with God’s people was so serious that an organizational change could not turn it 

around. Only God can restore his people, but He can do it, and he says here that he will. Notice that 

verse 25 takes us the theme of dross again. God says, “I will purge your dross.” In verse 22, God said 
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that the silver had become dross. So the promise here involves a miraculous change of nature. Only 

God can turn dross into silver, and that is what he says he will do! He can take the person who has 

traded away the most precious gift and he will make that person anew. When David came to God to 

seek restoration, he asked God to cleanse him: “Purge me with hyssop and I shall be clean; wash me, 

and I shall be whiter than snow” (Psalm 51:7). That’s Isaiah 1:18. But he didn’t stop there.  

David knew that there was a deep-seated corruption in his own heart that had led him into sin and 

unless that changed he would soon be back in the same place again. So he said, “Create in me a 

clean heart, O God. Change my nature. O God, I need more than cleansing.” God can change your 

heart, and that is what he promises here, “I will smelt away your dross.” 2. The gift of godly 

leadership “I will restore your judges as at the first, and your counselors as at the beginning” (Isaiah 

1:26). Remember, these verses speak first about how God restores the community of his people. 

Wise and godly leaders who are willing to serve are a gift of Christ to his church.  

We should never take them for granted. When you see a board member, a life group leader, or a 

Sunday school teacher today, thank them for serving. Remember to pray for them and do it with 

thanksgiving. As it is with the leaders, so it will be with the church. Isaiah saw a leadership 

restoration in his own lifetime. He prophesied in the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, 

kings of Judah (1:1). Ahaz was among the worst, and he was followed by Hezekiah who was one of 

the best. But the promise here reaches further than anything that was fulfilled in the time of 

Hezekiah. God says he will restore judges “as at the first,” and counsellors, “as at the beginning.” 

What’s that all about?  

The beginning here refers to the time of David. It was under David that Jerusalem first became the 

capital city (2 Sam. 5:6-9). Israel was never so blessed as they had been under the rule of their 

greatest king. God says, “The blessing that came to God’s people under the rule of David is going to 

be multiplied under David’s greater Son.” Alec Motyer comments, God sovereignly “plans to bring 

David back to reign over a perfected city.” That’s the trajectory of the whole bible story. God will 

restore his people through a great intervention. 

 A new David will be set on the throne to lead the people of God. 3. The work of the Redeemer Zion 

shall be redeemed by justice, and those in her who repent, by righteousness (Isaiah 1:27). When 

David’s greater Son comes into the world, he comes as the Redeemer. A ‘redeemer’ is a person who 

purchases something by paying a price. That is what God did in Jesus Christ, “Zion shall be redeemed 

by justice.” How will God’s people be restored? The Redeemer will come. He will purchase people 

from their sins and their failures for God at the price of his own blood. The stroke of divine justice for 

the sins of God’s people will fall on his only Son. He will die, the just for the unjust, and this 

Redeemer will bring us to God (1 Pet. 3:18). 

 People who repent Zion shall be redeemed by justice, and those in her who repent, by 

righteousness (Isaiah 1:27). Not all in Zion repent. It is possible to be among the people of God and 

never repent. Hophni and Phineas never repented. Never. Judas chose to take his own life rather 

than repent. Restoration, if it happens, is a miracle of grace. But God speaks here of “those in” Zion 

“who repent.” That means, by his grace, restoration is possible. And here’s how it happens: It 

happens through the intervention of God in your life. It happens when you come in repentance at 

the feet of Jesus. It happens when you humble yourself before him as your judge, submit yourself to 

him as your counsellor, and crown him as your sovereign king. Restoration happens when you cast 

yourself on the mercy of this righteous Redeemer, who loved you and gave himself for you, who is 

able to cleanse you and make you anew.  
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Three Responses: Be thankful In a world where in many places the church has become unfaithful, we 

should be thankful every day for a congregation where the Word of God and the hope of the gospel 

is prized like pure silver. Never take that for granted! Be watchful If Satan could turn the faithful city 

of God in the Old Testament into a den of corruption and self-interest, we should not be surprised if 

we see the same thing happening sadly and tragically today. Be faithful “Afterward you shall be 

called the city of righteousness, the faithful city” (1:26). That is a description of the true people of 

God, the people who repent. This is the true future of the people of God. You’re going to be called 

faithful and righteous, so commit yourself to living this way from this day forward.  

God Can Restore Your Lost Years Money can be restored. Property can be restored—broken-down 

cars, stripped painting, old houses. Relationships can be restored. But one thing that can never be 

restored is time. Time flies and it does not return. Years pass and we never get them back. Yet God 

promises the impossible: “I will restore the years that the locust has eaten” (Joel 2:25). The 

immediate meaning of this promise is clear. God’s people had suffered the complete destruction of 

their entire harvest through swarms of locusts that marched like an insect army through the fields, 

destroying the crops, multiplying their number as they went.  

For four consecutive years, the harvest was completely wiped out. God’s people were brought to 

their knees in more ways than one. But “the Lord became jealous for his land and had pity on his 

people.” God said, “Behold I am sending to you grain, wine and oil, and you will be satisfied (Joel 

2:18-19). In the coming years, God said, their fields would yield an abundance that would make up 

for what had been lost: “The threshing floor shall be full of grain; the vats shall overflow with wine 

and oil. . . . You shall eat in plenty and be satisfied” (Joel 2:24, 26).  

This wonderful promise for those people meant that years of abundant harvests would follow the 

years of desolation brought about by the locusts. But God has also put this promise in the Bible for 

us today. Lost Years of Our Lives What do “lost years” look like for us? Lost years (or locust years) are 

years that you can’t get back, and they come in many varieties. Lost years are fruitless years. A lot of 

hard work was done in the years the locusts had eaten. After everything was destroyed, the people 

must have thought, All this work and what do I have to show for it? Some of you know this pain in 

the world of business—a failed venture, a bad investment, a misguided policy, and all the effort that 

you put in day-by-day, month-by-month, year-by-year led only to massive disappointment. You 

think, What has come of all my time and all my effort?  

Lost years are painful years. I’m thinking of those who have lost a loved one. You had plans for the 

future, but now you fear the coming years may be empty. I’m thinking also of those who live with 

illness in the body or the mind. You assumed that you would always be able to do what you used to 

do. You have to find a way to live with the disappointment that you cannot.  

Lost years are selfish years. Here’s a story that’s been repeated thousands of times. There’s a person 

(let’s call him Jim) who made a commitment to Christ, but it didn’t run deep. Faith in Jesus was a 

slice of the big pie of his busy life, filled with all the things that Jim wanted to pursue. Then one day, 

God gets hold of Jim. He is spiritually awakened. He says to himself, What in the world have I been 

doing? There’s no substance in my life. I really want it to count for Christ. I want to live in the power 

of the Spirit. I want to make a difference in the world, but the locusts have eaten half my life! I’ve 

wasted my years on myself. Lost years are loveless years.  

A division comes to a family, alienating loved ones. Children grow up, and those years cannot be 

recovered. A marriage quietly endures in which love has been burning low for many years. You see a 

couple who are really in love, and you say, “I wish I could be loved like that.” Or you have not yet 
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met the person you would like to meet. It feels like the years are moving on. You can never get them 

back. The locusts have eaten them. Lost years are rebellious years. Perhaps you grew up with many 

blessings, but in your heart you wanted to rebel. You didn’t fully understand this urge, but you gave 

yourself to it. Instead of bringing you pleasure, rebellion brought you pain. Now you look back on 

those years with regret, the years that the locusts have eaten. Lost years are misdirected years. The 

path you chose in your career or at college was a dead end. You just didn’t fit.  

Often in your mind, and sometimes in your conversation, you say, “How did I end up here? If only. . . 

. If only I had made that move. . . . If only I had taken that opportunity. . . . If only I had chosen a 

different path.” But the moment has passed. It’s gone. You can’t go back to it. You’re left with locust 

years. Lost years are Christ-less years. All Christ-less years are locust years. This point is worth 

thinking about if you have not yet made a commitment to Christ. Ask anyone who came to faith in 

Christ later in life, and they will tell you that they wish they’d come to Christ sooner than they did: 

“How much foolishness I would have avoided. How much more good might have been done through 

my life.” How God Restores Lost Years Take heart!  

There is hope, because God can restore your lost, locust years. He does so in three ways. God can 

restore lost years by deepening your communion with Christ. “You shall know that I am in the midst 

of Israel, and that I am the Lord your God” (Joel 2:27). These people, who have endured so much, 

enjoy a communion with the Lord that is far greater than anything they had ever known before in 

their religious lives. Christ can restore lost years by deepening your fellowship with him. Why not ask 

him for this? Tell him, “Lord, I have spent too many years without you, too many years at a distance 

from you. Fill my heart with love and gratitude for Christ. Let the loss of these years make my love 

for Christ greater than it would ever have been. Restore to me the years the locusts have eaten. “ 

God can restore lost years by multiplying your fruitfulness. The harvests for these people had been 

wiped out for four years, but God restored the years that the locusts had eaten by giving bumper 

harvests. This provision makes me think about the parable where Jesus spoke about a harvest that 

could be 30-, 60-, or 100-fold. There’s a huge difference between these three harvests. Three years 

at 100- fold is as much fruit as a decade at 30-fold. Why not ask him for this? “Lord, the locusts have 

eaten too many years of our lives. You have called us as your disciples to bear fruit that will last. Too 

many fruitless years have passed.  

Now Lord, we ask of you, give us some years now in which more lasting fruit will be born than in all 

of our years of small harvests.” God can restore lost years by bringing long-term gain from short-

term loss. The effect of these great trials in your life will be that “the tested genuineness of your 

faith . . . may result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ” (1 Peter 1:7). The 

praise, glory, and honor go to Christ because his power guarded you and kept you through the 

hardest years of your life. Thinking about “years that the locust has eaten,” years that have been 

taken, I think of something Isaiah said about our Lord Jesus: “He was cut off out of the land of the 

living” (Isaiah 53:8). Here was the Lord Jesus in the prime of life. He was three years into his ministry 

at 33 years old.  

You would think that a man launching a new enterprise at the age of 33 has everything in front of 

him. But Isaiah says, “He was cut off.” He was cut off because he came under the judgment of God, 

not for his own sins—because he had none—but for ours. Our sins, our grief, our sorrows, were laid 

on him. Our judgment fell on him. Our locusts swarmed all over him. The life of God’s tender shoot 

was “cut off.” Then, on the third day, the Son of God rose in the power of an eternal life. He offers 

himself to you, and he says what no one else can ever say: “I will restore the years that the locusts 

have eaten.” A Process For Biblical Restoration And Healing Failure among GOD’S people is nothing 
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new; biblical history is littered with it. Samson failed. Abraham failed. Solomon failed. Jonah failed. 

The Hebrews failed. All twelve of the disciples of Jesus failed; Even King David, who was a man after 

GOD’S own heart failed; “But the thing that David had done displeased the Lord” (2 Samuel 11:27). 

So all of these committed willful disobedient sin, aiding and abetting the enemy after having once 

pledged fidelity to GOD. In both Testaments, the evidence of failure is both overwhelming and 

sobering.  

But equally overwhelming is the evidence that GOD is in the restoration business. Through out the 

“Word of GOD” is the astonishing record of the LORD’S effort to reclaim and to restore those who 

are eternally HIS, but who in a moment of weakness betrayed their initial allegiance. The potential 

for restoration plainly exists. In (Galatians 6) we are told “If a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which 

are spiritual, restore such a one in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be 

tempted.” Needless to say, there are common scriptural threads that herald restoration, and these 

threads outline processes and responsibilities that if embraced, has the potential of releasing the 

backslidden from their bondage and restoring them to the LORD’S enjoyment and employment. 

Restoration is more than mending broken hearts and bringing closure to sad chapters in life; it is 

refusing to surrender any of heaven’s own to hell’s work; it is redeploying wounded soldiers 

(restored) into constructive service for the glory of GOD.  

While certain area’s of service may be forfeited, depending upon the nature of the sin committed, 

we should remember that GOD controls the future and even HIS second best is usually pretty good. 

Restoration is not only possible, it is encouraged and hoped for. But in the biblical stories, not all 

who went astray were restored to the Body of CHRIST. What separates the restored from the 

doomed? Five things. 1. Honest and straightforward acknowledgement of failure. Restoration hinges 

on the honest and straightforward admission of the wayward soul’s failure. Sin can never be 

addressed if it is not named. It cannot be purged if it is not identified. It cannot be cleansed if it 

cannot be seen.  

Occasionally we comprehend our sin alone. By the prompting of the SPIRIT and the channel of the 

conscience, we understand our failure without the help of an outside voice. Guilt, shame and loss of 

peace all creep into our souls and remind us of our error. Others may not be aware of the agony of 

soul that we are experiencing, but we know. We fear discovery. We comprehend the enormity of 

our sin, as did David in (Psalm 51). More often than not, however, we rationalize our sin, deluding 

ourselves into believing that our behavior is acceptable or, at least, not reprehensible. We refuse to 

look at ourselves honestly, we ignore the silent stirrings in our muted conscience, and we avoid 

responsibility. We become defensive when questioned and find ourselves exhausting, but we 

continue acting, day after day, postponing the inevitable.  

In either case, confession must take place, either at the prompting of the SPIRIT in the sinner’s heart 

or by the approach of another member of the body of CHRIST, following the commands of (Matthew 

18:15) and (Galatians 6:1). Confession is the cleansing of the wound, the forcing to the surface of the 

infection that has festered and stained the soul. It can be excruciating as well as humbling, but there 

is no other way for restoration to begin.  

Confession must be clear and straightforward. It cannot be couched in excuses or minimized by a 

spirit of stubbornness. This confession must be made to GOD first and foremost, but it should also 

be made publicly to the Body of CHRIST if the sin is publicly known. However, if the sin is unknown 

publicly then it should be properly dealt with privately. As a general rule, confession should be made 

to anyone directly injured by our sin. Confession of sin is a necessary step toward restoration and 

renewal.  
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Confession to GOD opens the door for the LORD’S forgiveness. Confession to the one offended 

opens the door for the victim’s forgiveness. Confession to the church opens the door of opportunity 

for the church to demonstrate forgiveness. 2. Repentance. To repent is to change course, to reverse 

direction. Once confession has been made and forgiveness received, repentance must be 

demonstrated. An unequivocal commitment to turn away from the offending behavior must be 

made. According to (Proverbs 28:13) GOD’S mercy is extended only to those who confess and 

forsake their sinful practices. 

As with confession, the commitment to repent is most effective when rendered first of all to the 

LORD and then secondly to the one injured by our offense. One’s personal admission of guilty to 

those sinned against, accelerates the healing process for all involved in ways which secret promises 

can not. In the same way a marriage vow is made before witnesses, a renewed commitment to walk 

with CHRIST is best made before witnesses. Even when the sin is private, a specific plan outlining 

how the penitent will make spiritual corrections will maximize success. Accountability systems have 

great power to guard our steps.  

The spiritual mentor can help identify weaknesses, circumstances, and vulnerabilities and help steer 

a clear course. Enlisting a spiritual member of the church to work with us in being faithful is wise. 

Such “repentance plans” may be necessary for months or years, depending on the nature of the 

infraction and personal history, but every effort at restoration needs such a plan. 3. Restitution. 

Some sins require restitution, the attempt to restore the loss someone else has suffered by our 

hand. Restitution typically involves a formal apology to the injured party and evidence of the 

offender’s intent to repent.  

If a face to face apology is deemed necessary, it should always be pre-arranged by church leadership 

and governed by mediators to help insure a conciliatory environment. Reconciliation is always to be 

the stated goal and motive for this type of confrontation. The spiritual intent is to “gain thy brother”, 

not to lose him. Restitution helps the wounded soldier understand that restoration is possible. The 

Body of CHRIST should play an instrumental role in identifying and implementing any restitution 

arrangements. The church, through its appointed representatives, can fairly judge the 

appropriateness and satisfaction of the restitution effort.  

Once authenticated by the church, the person being restored can readily accept closure with the 

injured party when restitution takes place. 4. Loving discipline. The procedures outlined here are 

reinforced by the church body’s disciplinary process including such requirements as: (1)regular 

reporting on the restitution process, (2) routine meetings with mentors or counselors, and 

(3)assigned reading materials.  

Establishing accountability partners, appointed by church leadership, and disciplinary policies for 

restoration can be of great benefit. Loving discipline requires a commitment on the part of the 

church’s leadership to stand fast and consistently in implementing its policies. In the face of the 

offending sin, those representing the church must do so in the spirit of meekness and sincere 

humility, with each one acknowledging their own vulnerability to the enticements of sin. The old 

adage is true, “There, but for the grace of GOD, go I.” Discipline must never be punitive but 

redemptive. It must never be judgmental but forgiving.  

Restoration closure When honest and straightforward confession has been made, repentance has 

been acknowledged and demonstrated, restitution has been pursued and completed, and a 

structure of loving discipline has been enforced, a formal end to the process should be recognized by 

the church body and/or its leadership.  
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The memory of the sin should be sealed and removed from all conversation, and a celebration of the 

LORD’S goodness and mercy should be enjoyed. The wounded soldier, now healed and repaired, 

should take his or her place back in the LORD’S service, free of the past and empowered spiritually to 

face the future.  

No two circumstances are alike. However, biblical guidelines are always valid and required. Many 

wounded soldiers can be honorably returned to worthwhile services within heaven’s army, if the 

appropriate steps are taken over a sufficient period of time. When we come to our senses as did the 

prodigal in Luke 15, we, by the grace of GOD and HIS restorative process, can step back into the 

purposes for which HE originally created us. We can fight dependably, once more on the LORD’S 

side.  

A CLOSING WORD TO THE OFFENDED Once you have acknowledged and repented of your sin and 

submitted yourself to your church’s disciplinary process, by faith, you must accept GOD’S promise of 

restoration. (1 John 1:9) states: “If we confess our sins, HE is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, 

and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” Please understand, GOD does not require you to 

torture yourself continually for the sin which HE has already forgiven you of. You don’t need to keep 

kicking yourself. GOD forgives you! There will be consequences…and people will draw their own 

conclusions…but it does not do any good to wallow in self-punishment.  

The next day always comes. How you enter and surrender that day determines the conclusions. 

Humble yourself before the LORD. Learn from your failures and in the words of the merciful 

SAVIOUR, “go and sin no more”. A COMFORTING WORD TO THE OFFENDED The severely injured 

soldier, in the hospital intensive care unit, questions whether or not they will survive their wounds. 

Maybe that injured soldier is you. As you wait, hoping for relief, your mind is plagued with doubts 

and concerns. Will life ever be normal for me again? Will the wounds inflicted upon me ever heal? As 

the burdens press, and the cares distress, and the way grows weary and long, does JESUS care? The 

truth is, His heart is touched with our grief.  

Furthermore, we should know that the GOD of the Bible specializes in healing the brokenhearted. He 

instructs us in scripture, to “cast thy burden upon the LORD, and he shall sustain thee”. Because the 

LORD is our helper, “weeping may endure for a night, but joy cometh in the morning”. A 

CHALLENGING WORD TO THE OFFENDED Refuse to allow yourself, or Satan, or your perpetrator, to 

continue to victimize you. It has been well said that nothing can truly hurt us other than the way we 

react to our misfortune. The attitude and actions of the one victimized is crucial if genuine healing is 

to occur in their life. With GOD’S help, truly forgive the one who has transgressed against you. To 

continue to seethe in anger or to maliciously rehearse the hurtful situation to others is counter-

productive to the spiritual well being of the one injured.  

A refusal to “forgive one another, even as GOD for CHRIST sake hath forgiven you” is not only the 

antithesis to the Christian faith but it also handcuffs one to a life of self inflicted torment. “Then his 

lord, after that he had called him, said unto him, O thou wicked servant, I forgave thee all that debt, 

because thou desiredst me: Shouldest not thou also have had compassion on thy fellowservant, 

even as I had pity on thee? And his lord was wroth, and delivered him to the tormentors, till he 

should pay all that was due to him”. JESUS then said: “So likewise shall my heavenly FATHER do also 

unto you, if ye from your hearts forgive not every one his brother their trespasses”. (Matthew 18) It 

is a Bible principle that one reaps what they sow. How much better to reap mercy in life than misery. 

Forgiveness may be optional, but the consequences are not.  
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A CAUTIONING WORD TO THE OBSERVER In the midst of observing other people’s conflicts, the 

tendency for those on the sidelines is to make judgments and form conclusions that are both 

inaccurate and inappropriate. Those who desire peace and unity among the brethren should resist 

the carnal urge to play judge and jury to matters they have no business being involved in. The best 

policy is to pray for and love those on both sides of the conflict. Refuse to listen to or pass along 

gossip whether you believe it to be true or not. 

“He that covereth a transgression seeketh love: but he that repeateth a matter separateth very 

friends”. Proverbs 17:9 Concerning the offender who submits to church authorities, the Apostle Paul 

wrote, “ye ought rather to forgive him, and comfort him, lest perhaps such a one should be 

swallowed up with overmuch sorrow”. “….confirm your love toward him”…… “Lest Satan should get 

an advantage of us”. 2 Corinthians 2:7-11  

The Restoration Power of God Whatever the enemy has tried to take away from you, God wants to 

restore it. God wants to make it better than before. That’s the kind of Father He is. Every day we 

have choices put before us. We can be tempted to get hurt, wounded, or depressed. We can 

complain and remain in the same awful condition. Or we can praise God and be raised up. One of 

the first things the enemy will try to steal from us is our joy.  

He wants to get us sad, sorrowful, and oppressed. Remember what it was like when you first were 

saved? There was joy unspeakable. God doesn’t want us to lose that joy! Nehemiah 8:10 tells us, 

“The JOY of the Lord is your strength.” It is important for Christians to have joy in their life! If you 

don’t have joy, you don’t have any strength. Don’t stay in that valley of despair and depression. 

Don’t allow what people say to control you.  

You control your own destiny. Maybe everyone isn’t going to be thrilled about you. But God is. You 

are who God created you to be. And God likes you just fine. He’s thrilled about you! Where does joy 

come from? We tap into joy by hanging out with God! When we are in His Presence, we come out 

with a new spring in our step, a new song in our heart. When we’re hanging out with Him, we take 

on His characteristics. And God is happy! Psalm 2:4 says, “He that sitteth in the heavens shall 

LAUGH.”  

When we’re hanging out with God, we start acting like Him. We’re full of joy, full of peace, full of 

rejoicing. You may have been through some trouble, but God is the One Who brings restoration. 

Isaiah 61:7 says, “For your shame ye shall have double; and for confusion they shall rejoice in their 

portion: therefore in their land they shall possess the double: everlasting joy shall be unto them.” In 

The Amplified Bible, this verse says, “. . . You shall have a twofold RECOMPENSE. . . .” The word 

recompense is the same word that we get worker’s compensation from. You know what worker’s 

compensation is for? If you get injured on the job, they pay you worker’s compensation. God is 

saying, “You’re working for Me. You got hurt in the service of the Lord. And I’m going to give you 

worker’s compensation. I’m going to give you double for your trouble.” Glory to God! Joel 2:25 says, 

“I will restore to you the years that the locust hath eaten, the cankerworm, and the caterpiller, and 

the palmerworm.” Some of you have been down with a lot of “worms” in your life. Some of you 

have lost years to a bad marriage. Some of you have lost years to health problems.  

But the Lord put something in my heart. He said, “My mercy is greater than your mistakes, and I am 

a Master at fixing any disaster.” God loves us that much. Whether we’ve done things that are our 

own fault, or whether it is the enemy who has stolen from us, God is still the Restorer! God wants 

you to have that dream fulfilled. He wants you to have joy. He wants you to have health in your 

body.  
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God is a good God! And He’s got good things in store for us. Don’t let the devil steal anything from 

you. Declare restoration over your life! Take what belongs to you, in the Name of Jesus! God’s 

Promise of Restoration “When they are in the land of their enemies, I will not spurn them, neither 

will I abhor them so as to destroy them utterly and break my covenant with them” (Lev. 26:44). - 

Leviticus 26:40-45 Judgment and exile are the consequences of disobedience to the Lord’s covenant 

(Lev. 26:14– 39), but they are not the whole story when it comes to looking at how God deals with 

the world.  

As we have seen over the past few days, our Creator promises to deliver from His wrath all those 

who put their hope in Him alone (Ex. 6:1–8; Ps. 130; Mark 10:42–45). And He does not stop acting 

for His people once He has delivered them from judgment, for He also promises to restore what they 

have lost in their exile. This is the great hope promised in Leviticus 26:40–45. Reading the list of 

covenant curses in Leviticus 26:14–39, we would be discouraged if that was the last word.  

Fortunately, the curse of God is not His last word, for in verses 40–45 we see that though the 

Israelites might break the Mosaic covenant, the Almighty could by no means forget His covenant 

promises to them. Having sworn to give Abraham many descendants and a great inheritance (Gen. 

15), God could not allow the nation to dissolve while in exile. A remnant would have to be preserved 

if the promise was to be fulfilled, but this remnant would have to repent in exile and turn back to 

Him in order to experience a restoration to their former state (Lev. 26:40–42). The later prophets 

understood that this restoration from exile in Assyria and Babylon would be glorious indeed, and 

would culminate in nothing less than a new heaven and earth (Isa. 66:22–23). Israel’s eventual 

return to her covenant Lord would mark a new beginning for a fallen world (chap. 25–26; 66; Ezek.   

Adam and Eve were given a great garden of blessing, but they fell and were evicted from it (Gen. 3). 

All hope was not lost, however, for God pledged to remedy their situation, as seen in Adam and 

Eve’s hope for the Lord to provide a man who could lead the return to the garden (v. 15; 4:1). 

Centuries later, the nation of Israel repeated Adam’s failure. Forgetting their covenant with God, the 

Israelites fell again and were evicted from the blessing of the divine presence in Canaan (2 Kings 

17:7–23).  

Again, hope was not lost, for the righteous remnant hoped in the Father to send a man who would 

lead the people back to blessing (Luke 1:46–56; 2:22–38). This man — the Lord Jesus Christ — did 

come, and even now He is restoring His creation as God has promised.  

Finding Total Restoration in Christ God is in the business of restoration, and as believers in Christ, He 

wants to make us whole in every area of our lives. This process transforms us into the new creation 

that 2 Corinthians 5:17 (AMPC) describes as "(a new creature altogether); the old [previous moral 

and spiritual condition] has passed away …." I remember when I desperately needed to recover from 

the abuse in my past. 

 I had thought that when I was old enough to leave home, I would leave the pain behind, but the 

problem was in my soul — my thinking and emotions. I needed healing and restoration so I wouldn't 

continue to be poisoned by things that had happened to me all those years growing up. I came to 

this realization after a woman came to speak at our church and shared her testimony of how she had 

been abused and God had healed her. My husband, Dave, bought her book for me, and when I 

started to read it, it was so painful that I threw it across the room and refused to pick it up. But then 

I clearly heard the Holy Spirit speak to my heart, "It's time, Joyce." God had a much better life for me 

than what I had known up to that point, and He wanted to restore my soul so I could experience it. 

Double for Your Trouble Isaiah 61:7 (AMPC) says, "Instead of your [former] shame you shall have a 
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twofold recompense; instead of dishonor and reproach [your people] shall rejoice in their portion. 

Therefore in their land they shall possess double [what they had forfeited]; everlasting joy shall be 

theirs." This scripture shows us that God can completely restore us — no matter what we've done or 

been through. And He wants to bring us to a position that's better than we would have been in if we 

had never gone through the messes in our lives.  

He wants to give us double for our trouble! Notice the phrase "instead of your former shame." Do 

you know what it's like to have shame in your life? I had a shame-based nature for many years 

because of the abuse I experienced from my father. It made me feel like something must be wrong 

with me for him to do the things he had done to me.  

A discerning ears and hearts But the first thing Jesus gives us through our relationship with Him is 

righteousness, or right standing with God (2 Corinthians 5:21). It's so important for us to get this, 

because the enemy wants us to think about everything that's wrong with us so we'll focus on our 

faults. And when we do this, it just gives our problems more strength over us.  

We need to learn how to "walk and live [habitually] in the [Holy] Spirit [responsive to and controlled 

and guided by the Spirit]," because then we "will certainly not gratify the cravings and desires of the 

flesh (of human nature without God)" (Galatians 5:16 AMPC). This is what it means to be 

transformed into the image of Christ. And while it's not an easy process, we can do it with God's 

help. The Process of Restoration Think about it like this:  

When a person restores a used-up, beat-up piece of furniture, the first thing they do is strip off the 

old layers of paint or varnish. We all have things that need to be stripped away in our lives. Maybe 

it's old attitudes and mindsets that don't line up with the way God thinks and acts … or unhealthy 

relationships that are holding you back from God's purpose and plans for you. Whatever it is, you 

can pray, "Lord, strip me of everything that's not good for me, and everything that's hindering my 

walk with you. Do what you need to do to get it out of my life." Sanding is another step in the 

process. Is there anyone in your life whose personality just grates on you? They're like sandpaper, 

and God uses them to get the rough edges off of us so the good things He has put in us can be 

developed and demonstrated in the way we live.  

And after the sanding, there is sealing. For us, that means we're sealed with the Holy Spirit, "marked, 

branded as God's own, secured" (Ephesians 4:30 AMPC). After all this, the furniture must be dusted 

and polished from time to time. I feel like God is always polishing my life in some area. Our walk with 

Christ is a lifelong journey that brings us closer to Him and makes us more like Him. That's why we 

should be thankful when the Holy Spirit convicts us of sin, or the mistakes we make; it's how He's 

polishing us to help us stay in God's will for our lives. Wherever you are in the restoration process, I 

want to encourage you to set your mind today that God is healing you, and stay focused on following 

the leadership of the Holy Spirit. Trust God to lead you in the way that's right for you, bringing you to 

wholeness in Christ in every area of your life!  

CONCLUSION Restoration is always an act of God; he is the one who restores Restoration is 

not uncovering a code and finding hidden way Restoration is fixing our eyes on Jesus as the way, 

truth, life One other thing is essential to be a Restoration Movement We must MOVE! We can’t 

camp on where the past brought us We can’t be settlers who camp on positions/practices of part 

We must be pilgrims, traveling to the undiscovered country That often not popular; pilgrims are the 

ones with arrows in back Do we want restoration? Are we willing for God to restore us? If we do, 

then there is one thing we must give up... CONTROL Are you willing to go wherever it is that God 

leads you today? 
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The Meaning of Bible Messages 

 

No Room for the Saviour 

Luke 2:7 (NKJV): "And she brought forth her firstborn Son, and wrapped Him in 

swaddling cloths, and laid Him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the 

inn." 
Since everyone had to participate in the census, Bethlehem, a small town, was overflowing with 

people. By the time Joseph and Mary arrived in town, she was already in labour. Joseph frantically 

searched for lodging for the night, but there was no room for them in the inn. The innkeeper did at 

least show some compassion, and offered his stable for shelter. Can you imagine what his response 

would have been to Joseph's plea for help if he understood the Son of God was about to be born on 

his premises? The scenario in Bethlehem at that time illustrates the hustle and bustle of a typical 

"Christmas holiday season" People traveled from far and wide to gather in overcrowded homes and 

fill up any available accommodation. The market place must have been bursting its seams with 

people eager to buy and sell their wares, all preoccupied with taking full advantage of the season. 

Imagine if they knew the Saviour of the World was amongst them? This Christmas, let's not just 

make room for our Saviour, but ensure He takes centre stage in our homes as we make Him the 

guest of honor 

 

Let it be 

Luke 1:38 (NKJV): "Let it be to me according to your Word" 
 

It was prophesied: "A virgin will give birth to the Messiah!" What an extraordinary miracle! Can you 

imagine the leap of faith this must have been for Mary? The angel of the Lord visited her and 

declared the plan of salvation for the world would come through her womb! She had to make the 

decision of whether she was willing to participate in this plan, or not. She knew full well that 

showing signs of pregnancy without being married would result in her being shamed and ostracized 

by her community. She risked being stoned to death because of her perceived sin. What's more, she 

didn't even know the details of the plan. But her response tells us something about Mary. She was 

content to accept this extraordinary plan with just having God's Word on it. It was all she needed to 

make the greatest decision of her life. She had no guarantee of a husband, and she knew the journey 

ahead was going to be incredibly challenging, but her faith in the character of God gave her all the 

courage she needed to trust His Word and willingly obey. This Christmas, keep your thoughts and 

heart focused on the steadfast, faithful character of your God. Let this build your faith to trust His 

Word and willingly obey it in all you do. Like He did with Mary, He will take care of every detail, 

keeping you safe and provided for as you walk out the extraordinary plan He has for you 
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The True Story Behind Christmas 

Mark 15:19-20 (KJV):"And they smote Him on the head with a reed, and did spit upon 

Him, and bowing their knees worshipped Him. And when they had mocked Him, they took 

off the purple from Him, and put His own clothes on Him, and led Him out to crucify 

Him." 
Many people, all over the world celebrate the joy of Christmas time! Nativity scenes are displayed 

everywhere, looking so peaceful and serene. The truth is, much around His birth and life on earth 

was opposite to calm. Jesus narrowly escaped being murdered by Herod's soldiers after His birth. He 

was despised by the Jewish leaders and rejected by His Own people. He endured cruel mockery and 

violent beatings and then the cross. Jesus came to the earth - to show the Way, by being the Way! 

His mission was to preach the Good News and demonstrate the unconditional love of His Father to a 

world riddled with fear, evil, sickness and poverty. His way cut against the status quo. While we 

focus on enjoying our families, the meals to prepare, and the gifts we will exchange this Christmas, 

let's not forget the purpose of Jesus's birth. In a world gone mad, He is still the Light and the Way! By 

no means is His way popular, or met with peace - but it is our way to embrace. In all your celebrating 

this week - remember the true story behind Christmas. It's the day the Son of God came to earth to 

destroy the work of the devil, dishevel his kingdom and set us free forever 

 
Luke 2:13-15 (NKJV): "And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 

heavenly host praising God and saying:" Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, 

goodwill toward men! So it was, when the angels had gone away from them into heaven, 

that the shepherds said to one another, "Let us now go to Bethlehem and see this thing 

that has come to pass, which the Lord has made known to us." 
One moment shepherds were watching over their sheep, when suddenly they encountered a 

glorious display of the supernatural, changing their lives forever! God could have chosen to 

announce and reveal the birth of the Messiah to anyone; but He chose some nearby shepherds. 

They weren't royalty or member's of high society. They were ordinary, down-to-earth people. No 

doubt, these shepherds wondered why they, of all people, were chosen to witness this splendid 

exhibition of heavenly hosts. But isn't this the message of the Gospel: The last shall be first, the least 

shall be the greatest, and the humble shall be exalted? The Gospel is for anyone who recognizes 

their need for a Saviour. If you ever question whether you are worthy to have God's glory displayed 

in you - understand He chose to inhabit ordinary vessels so His glory could be magnificently 

displayed. This Christmas, encounter the Glory that is Jesus. Let His life flow in and through yours, 

making the ordinary extraordinary, and exchanging the natural for the supernatural 
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All Things Under Your Feet 

Ephesians 1:22 (NKJV): “And He put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be 

head over all things to the church...” 
  

When the Word speaks of all things being under Jesus, it’s speaking of all power, all principalities 

and all authority. The scripture goes on to say that God gave Jesus to be the head over all things to 

the church. We are living as His body - an extension of Himself - here on earth. The book of Galatians 

paints a picture of a life submitted to Jesus. It speaks of living to please God instead of ourselves, 

where our lives are guided by His love for others. This could mean taking the time to intercede for 

someone in need; or to show kindness by meeting their needs however the Lord leads us. The 

powerful truth is living submitted to Christ means we are His body, and if all things are under His 

head then all things must be under His body too. So, if the enemy is under Jesus - we can be sure he 

is under us, His body, too! Glory to God! Today, know you have been authorised and empowered to 

walk controlled by the Spirit of God having authority over all resistance from the devil! He can’t stop 

God’s conquering love from flowing in and through you as you represent Jesus today 

 

 

Rooted and Grounded 

Ephesians 3:17 (AMPC): "May Christ through your faith [actually] dwell (settle down, 

abide, make His permanent home) in your hearts! May you be rooted deep in love and 

founded securely on love..." 

 
The heart of a man, according to Thayer's Definition, consists of the following: Firstly, the soul or 

mind, which is the seat of thoughts, passions, desires, appetites, and purposes. Secondly, his will and 

character. Paul expresses in Ephesians 3:16 that our inner man must be strengthened by the 

indwelling Holy Spirit, Who alone has the power to change it. How does this happen? When we 

meditate on the Word of God, we allow the Spirit to take its truth, wash away incorrect mindsets 

(Ephesians 5:26) and produce life and peace in us (Romans 8:6). This is when the Spirit of God 

dominates our inner man; and Christ dwells richly in us! We instantly know when we come to this 

place because our hearts enter what the Bible calls, the place of rest. This is where our faith in God is 

secure and there are no conflicting emotions like fear and despair pulling at us. Since we are rooted 

and grounded in God's love for us, we are unable to be swayed by lies, doubt and unbelief. Christ 

dwelling in our hearts is our portion - embrace it today 
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God's Presence Comes First 

Acts 17:28 (AMPC): "For in Him we live and move and have our being; as even some of 

your [own] poets have said, For we are also His offspring." 
God never intended for us to live independent of His Presence. This is where we receive the fulness 

of joy, which according to Nehemiah 8:10, is the supernatural strength we need to overcome in this 

life. The Word also tells us we receive great refreshing from being in the Presence of the Lord. It's 

the place where God's peace overrides all confusion, and His love overpowers all fear. Time spent in 

His Presence is where we receive all we need to excel in our tasks and overcome every challenge. 

We carry what we receive from Him into every detail of our day, causing us to deal wisely and obtain 

favour in all things. And in those moments where it seems like we can't win, instead of giving up, or 

giving in to defeat - we hold our peace, knowing the answer we need is already in God's heart for us. 

We can trust that He is ready and willing to reveal what we need to succeed. Make spending quality 

time with the Lord in His Word your first priority of the day, and His Presence will dominate the rest 

of it; bringing success and favour into all you do 

 

Look Past the Natural 

Luke 4:22 (AMPC): "And all spoke well of Him and marveled at the words of grace that 

came forth from His mouth; and they said, ';Is not this Joseph's Son?'" 
When Jesus taught from the scriptures in the temple, the leaders were amazed at how He explained 

them with such wisdom and grace. They were able to grasp the truth so it became a personal 

revelation and life to them, not just strange mysteries that left them confused or disappointed. The 

trouble came when they refused to look past the natural man standing before them, and see Who 

He really was. They recognised Jesus as being the local carpenter's son, and nothing more. Their 

familiarity with the natural overruled the truth of Who was standing before them, and it robbed 

them of their breakthrough. We limit the power of God in our lives when our natural thinking and 

reasoning overrides the truth that's right before us. We house the Spirit of the Living God and His 

limitless power within us. We have His thoughts and wisdom from His Word to show us how to 

overcome every obstacle we will ever face in this life, victoriously. Never lose sight of the 

magnificent, supernatural treasure you have in Christ right now! Let it overshadow each natural 

thought or reasoning you have, so you don't miss the miraculous breakthrough God has already 

purposed for you to enjoy 
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Embrace Change 

Isaiah 43:19 (NKJV): "Behold, I will do a new thing, Now it shall spring forth; Shall you 

not know it? I will even make a road in the wilderness and rivers in the desert." 
 

Change doesn't have to be unsettling for the Believer. In truth, change is an opportunity to see God's 

hand of blessing and provision in a brand new way in our lives. As long as we keep our faith in God 

and His Word strong, we'll have all the security and assurance we need to embrace change. When 

we begin each new day with God's Word securely rooted in our hearts and minds, we will have the 

confidence to trust Him to help us overcome and succeed every step of the way. Now, if you are 

wanting to see change in any area of your life, that same faith is required. If you desire to see 

greater change you must increase your intake of God's Word and accept your responsibility to 

practically apply it to your life. Progressively, you'll begin to experience a deeper revelation of who 

the Word says you are, and what it says you can have. Fall in love with God's Word as it produces 

faith to embrace the new things He has in store for you 

 

Mercy Over Justice 

Genesis 50:20 (NLT): "You intended to harm me, but God intended it all for good. He 

brought me to this position so I could save the lives of many people." 
 

The story of Joseph is a wonderful demonstration of God's ever watchful care, and redemption. In 

spite of the hatred, abuse and abandonment he suffered at the hands of his own brothers, Joseph 

learned how to receive the tender love and mercy of God, and demonstrate it to those who 

mistreated him. When he had the power to avenge himself, he showed grace and compassion 

instead. From the moment his brother's sold him, Joseph experienced the hand of God on his life. He 

never allowed bitterness or resentment to keep him from doing what was right. Even when he was 

misunderstood, or unfairly accused, his heart remained tender and trusting towards His God. 

Joseph's story reminds us that even in hard times, as long as we remain faithful to trust and obey the 

Lord with all our hearts, we will thrive! We will experience His presence and walk in His favour, 

regardless of how impossible the odds seem against us. Goodness and favour will follow those who 

choose mercy over justice 
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Consistent Growth 

Ecclesiastes 3:11 (NLT): "Yet God has made everything beautiful for its own time. He has 

planted eternity in the human heart, but even so, people cannot see the whole scope of 

God's work from beginning to end." 

 
There's a bamboo tree that's grown in the East, commonly known to the rest of the world as a 

Chinese bamboo tree. It takes a lengthy process of diligent tending to before it even shows signs of 

growth. Once the seed is sown into the soil, the gardener continues to faithfully nurture and water it 

right up until it breaks through the ground - which can happen only in its FIFTH year! When we 

remain consistent in spending time in fellowship with the Lord in His Word and prayer, we can trust 

His Spirit is faithfully transforming us from within. Even when we don't see the results in the manner 

or time we expected them, we can trust that great growth is taking place - growth that will produce 

lasting and significant fruit. God works ALL things for good - and even time is not an enemy to that 

working out! Don't become impatient with the process, keep working with the Master, rest in His 

promises, speak and do only what is in line with His Word. You'll be amazed at His handiwork, as 

you've been consistently growing in Him 

 

You Have God's Word on It 

Psalm 19:7 (AMPC):"The law of the Lord is perfect, restoring the [whole] person; the 

testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple." 
 

God's Word is perfect. There is nothing lacking or incomplete in it. It's rock solid and dependable. 

When we receive it into our minds and hearts with the right attitude, it goes to work bringing life 

and restoration to every part of us. So what is the right attitude we should have when it comes to 

God's Word? To begin with, we need to see it for what it is. It's an extension of God Himself... Which 

means it's the ultimate truth and it cannot fail. It's also alive with God's love and power. When we 

read it, no matter what the world looks like around us, no matter how we are feeling at the time, 

God's Word has the power to comfort us, build a sure hope inside us, and overwhelm us with perfect 

peace. It really becomes an anchor to our souls. What's more, we can fully trust it to do its 

transforming work in us, moulding us into the character of Christ. Psalm 19:7 says the testimony of 

the Lord is sure. His testimony is His sworn statement; that validates the credibility of His written 

Word. This means we can believe God's written word will do all it says it will do in us, because we 

have God's own spoken Word on it. Embrace God's Word today - let it restore, perfect and 

transform you - you know it will, because you have His Word on it 
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Faith is Activated by Love 

Psalm 35:27 (NKJV): “Let them shout for joy and be glad, who favour My righteous 

cause; and let them say continually, “Let the Lord be magnified, Who has pleasure in the 

prosperity of His servant.’” 

  
Our birthright in Christ is prosperity which can only be made possible through our Faith in God’s 

Word. Faith is standing on the integrity of God’s Word; believing when we do what it says, He is fully 

committed to perform what He has promised us. What’s important to understand is that God 

doesn't see this as just a binding legality. He actually delights and takes pleasure in seeing His 

children prosper. Being confident in the generous, loving nature of God and knowing the joy it brings 

Him when we’re blessed, fuels our faith to trust and obey His Word. God is a relational God. His 

principles are rock solid, but the faith to see them bring results in our lives is activated by love. Being 

in love with the nature and character of God unlocks the power to trust and obey Him. Make falling 

in love with who God is your priority; then your faith will work and cause you to experience the 

reality of all His promises.  

 

Godly Honour 

Romans 12:10 (NLT): "Love each other with genuine affection, and take delight in 

honouring each other." 

 
In this world we are led to believe our worth is measured by the success of our achievements. 

People are honoured for their ruthless pursuit of building their wealth and gaining social status. In 

the kingdom of God, we honour and respect each other for who we are in Christ Jesus. The Bible 

says God's measure of worth and success is not based on what we have done, but whether it was 

done in Him. Worldly honour is based on independent, self-made achievements. But Godly honour 

comes as a result of what is done through a complete surrender to the Presence of God in our lives - 

where everything about us and from us stems from His character and will that's formed in us. This is 

only achieved from a relationship cultivated in the secret place with Him. It is completely up to us to 

grow closer in our relationship with the Lord so we begin to live out from what we receive in God's 

Presence. On a daily basis what we say and do, and build for His kingdom, must depict God's heart 

and will. Once we establish this connection between us and the Father, we'll find it easy to recognise 

Him in others too, and enjoy honouring them for the character of Jesus that's reflected in them 
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Lean on Him 

Galatians 6:9 (NKJV): "And let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due season we 

shall reap if we do not lose heart." 
 

Faith is always moving us forward. God's will is for us to constantly grow from faith to faith; strength 

to strength; and glory to glory. That means there's always going to be more... More of Him to 

experience in every area of our lives. If you're worried about your future, or you've grown weary 

under the load of your responsibilities, it's time to receive fresh strength today. The Bible says every 

good thing has been placed inside you to move you into the future God has for you (Ephesians 1:3). 

Jesus said if we don't give up, but come to Him - He will lift that burden, come along side us, and 

carry the weight of it (Matthew 11:28). Open your heart to Him today, ask the Holy Spirit for a fresh 

infusion of His power and joy, and you will receive all the strength you need to push on! Remember, 

you have an inseparable partnership with the Living God. Lean on Him and the truth of His Word, 

and you will walk in the fullness of life He has promised you. 

 

 

Build Strong 

Mark 12:10 (NLT): "Didn't you ever read this in the Scriptures? 'The stone that the 

builders rejected has now become the cornerstone.'" 

 
In ancient Israel, people built their homes out of stone. Setting the foundations for the home was 

essential. They would begin by carving stone into a block with perfect ninety-degree angles. They 

would set that stone in place and measure everything off it. This ensured the building would be 

strong, secure, and lasting. In life, it's very easy to be caught up in great ideas that seem worthy of 

our time and attention. However, we need to constantly review whether what we commit ourselves 

to lines up with God's will for our lives. The only way to do this is by making our intimate time with 

the Lord and His Word our priority. Unless we build with Jesus as the foundation of all we do, our 

ventures can easily crumble. With the Word as our baseline and cornerstone, everything we do in 

life will be lasting and impactful 
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Perfect Timing 

Ecclesiastes 11:3 (KJV): "If the clouds be full of rain, they empty themselves upon the 

earth..." 
 

Have you been waiting on the Lord, wondering when you will see the supernatural release you've 

been praying for? If this is true of you, let's consider the farmer for a moment. Since his very 

livelihood depends on it, a farmer has a deep appreciation for rain. However, even when he sees rain 

clouds move overhead, he doesn't halt all production and simply wait for the rain. Instead, he 

continues to work, knowing the moment those clouds are full of rain, they will empty themselves 

over his fields. When we are in the process of waiting for our breakthrough, like the farmer, we don't 

remain passive, holding our breath for the moment. Instead, we keep working, faithfully pushing on 

in the things we know to do. As we remain consistent in serving the Lord in our daily responsibilities 

- at home, in the church, or in the work place - we make room for Him to open up doors of 

opportunity to promote us and release the breakthrough we've been waiting for. Remember, God 

promises to reward the diligent. Remain faithful while you trust Him to release His blessing at the 

perfect time 

 

 

Let Your New Nature Come Through 

Galatians 5:22 (AMPC): "But the fruit of the [Holy] Spirit [the work which His presence 

within accomplishes] is... goodness (benevolence)..." 

 
Have you ever thought it's easier for some people to be kind and patient than it is for others? Very 

often we shrug off the responsibility to treat others with grace because it's just not in our nature to 

do so. The truth is: every character trait of the Holy Spirit is already inside you. The fruit of the Holy 

Spirit is His nature; and since His Spirit and yours are one, you have the full measure of patience, 

gentleness, kindness, self-control and the rest of the nine fruit in you! This is your new nature in 

Christ Jesus! The key is to have that new nature dominate the old, selfish one. It's very easy to slip 

into our carnal nature when we aren't purposefully yielding to the work of the Holy Spirit inside us. 

Paul spent much time urging us to train and discipline our old, natural way of thinking, speaking and 

being to come into submission to our new natures. Thankfully, the transformation is done through 

the supernatural work of the Holy Spirit! Today, pay careful attention to God's ways recorded in His 

Word. Purposefully yield to the voice of the Holy Spirit as He gently guides and corrects, so your new 

nature can come through 
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Pursue the Presence for Victory Over Sin 

1 Samuel 5:4-5 (AMPC): "But when they arose early the next morning, behold, Dagon 

had again fallen on his face on the ground before the ark of the Lord, and [his] head and 

both the palms of his hands were lying cut off on the threshold; only the trunk of Dagon 

was left him." 
 

Where the presence of God is, no evil thing can stand. Don't you just love the practical examples in 

the Bible that help us appreciate the victory we have over evil? Colossians 2:15 says Jesus made an 

open show of the devil, disarming and triumphing over him. Jesus Christ reigns in victory over Satan. 

If this is true, then we - who carry the presence of God - cannot, by any means, suffer defeat in any 

area of our lives. To enforce our victory the presence of God must dominate our lives. We do this by 

fully submitting ourselves to the Holy Spirit, and keeping our minds full of the truth of His Word. 

Where the presence of God is, there is great power over sin and every work of the enemy. So pursue 

His presence all the time. Spend time knowing and loving and delighting in the Lord, then every ploy 

of the enemy becomes a platform for the Lord to show His goodness and glory through you. You can 

fiercely advance in triumph, without being affected by evil 

 

Effective Prayers Always Bring Results 

James 5:16 (NKJV): "Confess your trespasses to one another, and pray for one another, 

that you may be healed. The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much." 
 

Did you know: prayer is what connects the natural to the supernatural! The Bible says Jesus often 

withdrew into a quiet, lonely place to pray. He understood and demonstrated how prayer is the key 

to access the supernatural realm and have it dominate and influence our natural world. Proverbs 

16:3 says that when we pray and roll our works upon the Lord, He will cause our thoughts to become 

agreeable to His will; and as a result, our plans will be established and succeed. The more time we 

come into the presence of the Lord in prayer, we surrender our natural, limited thoughts and 

resources in exchange for His perfect, unlimited ones. Heartfelt, faith filled prayer is powerful. It 

aligns our desires, attitudes, beliefs and actions with God's. It establishes a deep intimacy with Him 

that causes us to take on His nature and see His hand effectively move in all we surrender to Him 
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Persistent Faith 

Mark 11:22 (NLT): "Then Jesus said to the disciples,'Have faith in God.'" 

 
Have you ever been tempted to give up? Remind yourself of this truth: you have a loving God within 

you, who cares deeply for you and is more than ready to fill you with His supernatural, resurrection 

power the moment you call on Him. This power will strengthen you to stand up strong and move 

forward with a strong sense of purpose and victory again! What causes it to rise up inside us? When 

we choose to lay down every feeling of failure and hopelessness and give our full attention to what 

God has promised us in His Word. This causes the supernatural force of faith to jump to life inside 

us. This faith is no ordinary trust, it's unbeatable and persistent! It will cause you to continue firmly 

in your course of action, despite any opposition. Even when picking ourselves up and moving 

forward is the very last thing we feel like doing, this faith in God overpowers our emotions and 

propels us forward. Choose to have persistent faith in God today, it never draws back, or backs 

down, instead it continues forward so we can experience the miraculous working of our God on our 

behalf 

 
The Key to Favour 

James 4:10 (NKJV): "Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He will lift you 

up." 
 

Since the Bible declares God is not a respecter of persons, we know He loves us all equally, without 

exception. However, the level of favour upon a person's life is a different matter. Throughout the 

Word we are taught how God's favour increases in the lives of those who choose to embrace His 

Word and live by its wisdom. Faith in God and obedience to His Word attracts His favour to our lives. 

This is where humility steps in. Laying down our own will to completely surrender to God's ways and 

direction in all we do is true humility. The result is incomparable to any life of blessing we can dream 

or imagine. The goodness and favour of God surrounds and overtakes those who place His will above 

their own with no hesitation, and delight in doing so! God promises when we humble ourselves 

before Him, choosing His ways of love, forgiveness, and self-control, and paying careful attention to 

His leading - He will lift us up! Promotion and favour are a direct result of laying down our lives to 

follow His heart. Humble yourself before the Lord today and expect His favour to be drawn to you 

 

 

 

  


