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Introductuion 

God created us for fellowship with Him and He desires us to walk with Him (Micah 6:8). 

Before the fall, Adam and Eve would walk and talk with God in the garden of Eden, but after 

they had sinned, they were ashamed and hid when they heard Him coming (Genesis 3:8). 

Their sin separated humanity from God (Romans 5:12). But Jesus came to offer us 

forgiveness and restoration. The sacrifice of Jesus enables us to have a personal and close 

relationship with God through the Holy Spirit (John 14:16–17). When you put your faith in 

Jesus, your relationship with God becomes the most important thing in your life. You want to 

talk with Him, seek Him, and please Him in all your ways. This is walking with God.  

 

Enoch (Genesis 5:24) and Noah (Genesis 6:9) were called men who walked with God. When 

you walk with God, you factor Him into your everyday life and your decision making. You 

spend time praying and talking with Him throughout the day.  

 

If you go on a walk with your friend, what do you do during your walk? Besides the obvious, 

walking, you are having a conversation, sharing things that are on your mind, and listening to 

your friend do the same as you head to your destination. You stay focused on what each other 

is saying and do not get distracted. As a believer in Christ, you can walk with Him 

throughout your entire life here on earth until you arrive in heaven. God loves to be in 

relationship with us, and we can converse with Him through prayer and reading His Word, 

hearing His love and gaining His wisdom for us as we live our lives here on the earth (Psalm 

32:8; 1 John 3:1).  

 

Walking with God means you are in agreement with Him and His ways (Amos 3:3). No one 

is perfect, but when you are walking with God your desire should be to see your own selfish 

desires die for the sake of seeing God transform you more and more into the image of His 

Son: "Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; 

behold, the new has come" (2 Corinthians 5:17; see also 2 Corinthians 3:18).  

 

Another name for walking with God that is commonly used in the New Testament is 

"walking in the Spirit" (Galatians 5:16; Romans 8:4). When Jesus ascended into heaven, He 

left the Holy Spirit with us. The Holy Spirit, being on the earth and in us when we believe in 

Christ, is our direct link to God (Romans 8:9–11, 26–27; Ephesians 1:13–14).  

 

Walking with God is a way of life, and it is a choice. We can walk in God's ways or the ways 

of the world, but we cannot do both (2 Kings 8:27; Ephesians 2:2; Matthew 6:24; James 4:4). 

There will be sacrifices made no matter which path you choose, but walking with God is the 

way of eternal life (Hebrews 12:1–2). It will not be without cost, but it will be worth it 

(Matthew 7:13–14). Walking with the Lord means you live to please Him and not yourself. 

We cut things out of our lives that keep us from walking in the ways of God, because we are 

motivated by His love and a desire to be close to Him (Romans 13:14; Psalm 1:1–3). We also 

depend on the power and work of the Holy Spirit to enable us to walk with Him (2 

Corinthians 3:18; Philippians 2:12–13).  

 

People who walk with God display the fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22–23). Christ 

followers live in contrast to the ways of the world surrounding them (Philippians 2:15). When 

Peter and John were arrested and brought before the authorities for preaching the gospel, the  
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authorities took note of the men's boldness "… and perceived that they were uneducated, 

common men, they were astonished. And they recognized that they had been with Jesus" 

(Acts 4:13). When you consistently walk with God, others will be able to recognize that, 

though you are flawed and imperfect, you have been with Jesus 

The Secret of Walking with God 

God is looking for not only a clinging bride but also a walking partner. From the very 

beginning, God had a relationship with Adam and Eve that found them "walking in the 

garden in the cool of the day" (Genesis 3:8). God created man for the enjoyment of a walking 

relationship that involved companionship, dialogue, intimacy, joint decision-making, mutual 

delight, and shared dominion. God longs to walk with you, which is why his arms of grace 

have been pulling you into a closer walk with him. 

My wife, Marci, loves to go walking with her friend, Wendy. They talk the whole time. 

Nonstop. The walk not only makes exercise fun, it also deepens their friendship. Jesus went 

on these kinds of walks with his disciples, and he still likes to walk with us this way today. 

The secret place is not the destination; it is only the catalyst. It is designed of God to establish 

us in an intimate friendship with him that is walked out through the course of our everyday 

lives. The goal we're after is an everyday walk of unbroken communion with our Lord and 

friend. 

Enoch was the first man in the Bible who walked with God: 

After he begot Methuselah, Enoch walked with God three hundred years, and had sons and 

daughters. So all the days of Enoch were three hundred and sixty-five years. And Enoch 

walked with God; and he was not, for God took him (Genesis 5:22–24). 

Even though men began to call upon the name of the Lord in the early days (Genesis 4:26), 

Enoch was the first man to uncover the true delight of walking with God. He found 

something even Adam didn't experience. He pressed into God until he learned how to 

commune with God through every facet of life. To find that dimension of relationship 

certainly required an intense spiritual pursuit, and then when he found it, the Lord made a 

graphic statement by taking him up to heaven. 

By taking Enoch up to glory, God wasn't trying to get us impressed with Enoch's piety. Nor 

was God saying, "If you get to be as spiritual as Enoch, you'll get taken up to heaven, too." 

This was a unique experience God used to emphasize a specific point. God's point was, "I 

love to walk with man! Enoch was the first man to truly walk with me, so I decided to 

highlight his example by doing something extraordinary with him. I took him up to paradise 

to underscore how much I value and desire a daily walking relationship with my chosen 

ones." Enoch's example continues to witness to all generations of the great zeal God has to 

walk with man. 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%204.13
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When the zeal of God captures you, it will ignite you with a great passion to walk with God 

and to be his friend. Imagine being Enoch and living 365 years—and having this growing 

relationship with God! One can only wonder what glorious depths of intimacy Enoch 

uncovered. Perhaps Enoch's heart longed so deeply for more of God that God grew weary of 

withholding himself. Maybe God's heart was saying, "Enoch, you love me with such a pure 

and sweet passion, I don't want to say 'no' to you anymore. I'm going to answer your prayer 

and show you my face. Come on up!" 

As you draw close to God, he will not likely take you up to heaven as he did Enoch. 

However, he does desire to reveal the beauty of his face to you. As we walk with him, he will 

open the Scriptures to us through the Spirit of wisdom and revelation and reveal to us the 

light of the glory of God that is to be found in him. 

When we walk with God, we enter the dimension where God unfolds the secrets of his 

kingdom. These are the paths that the ancients trod before us. Noah knew the secret of 

walking with God (Genesis 6:9), as did Abraham (Genesis 24:40). Through Christ, you can 

explore the glorious riches of knowing God like they did—and to even a greater degree 

because of the Spirit which has been given to us! 

Sanctification 

This topic has been a very difficult talk to put together, because I didn’t know where in this 

series of twelve to put it; if this were a series of thirty, it would have been the twenty-eighth 

because it’s a little hard, maybe a little too much. However, it’s really important that over a 

twelve-talk period, I cover all the basic fundamental issues that we as new believers need to 

know. So, in biblical language, “gird up your loins” (get ready) and hang in there, because we 

do need to talk about this whole issue of sanctification. Sanctification is a fancy, theological 

term, which simply means that we are set apart from sin. Sanctification means that in our 

walk with God, we are to become holy. When we became Christians, we were, in a sense, 

babes in Christ, but just as babies are to grow into mature adulthood, so also are we to grow 

spiritually into spiritual maturity. 

1. What does spiritual growth look like? 

What does spiritual growth look like? Spiritual growth means that as we walk day in, day out, 

we look more and more like Jesus and less and less like the world. Spiritual growth means 

our attitudes and behavior more and more start to reflect the attitude and behavior of Jesus 

Christ. Our lives start to show the fruits of the Spirit; where there was no love, now there is 

love; where there was no joy, there is now a deep joy that looks beyond the circumstances of 

life, rooted in the peace we have with God because we have been reconciled. Sanctification is 

the process of looking less like the world and looking more like our Heavenly Father. 
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2. God’s will for your life 

Have you ever asked yourselves, “What is the will of God for my life?” or “What does God 

want me to do?” This question is the easiest question to answer! The answer is in I 

Thessalonians 4:3, “For this is the will of God, your sanctification....” Almost everything else 

is just commentary. What God wants is for us, one step at a time, to look less and less like the 

world and more and more like His Son, Jesus Christ. There are a lot of verses that talk about 

sanctification, and my favorite is Romans 12:1-2, where Paul says to the church in Rome, “I 

appeal to you,” I urge or beg of you, “therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present 

your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.  

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by 

testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.” 

You see, this is the will of God for our lives; to look at what God has done in all of His mercy 

in saving us, and then in response, saying, “I give everything that I am to You sacrificially. 

My desire is not to be conformed to this world, not to allow it to squeeze me into its mold, 

but rather to be transformed. Not transformed by legalism or by all these rules I must follow, 

but to be transformed from the inside with the renewal of my mind showing itself in my 

walk.” This is sanctification; this is what our walk with God is to look like. 

God allows difficult circumstances 

The practical question of sanctification obviously is “Have we started the process of growth 

into spiritual maturity?” or “Have we started to change and look less like the world and more 

like Jesus?” In His love and His grace and His mercy and His power and His sovereignty (He 

is King of King and Lord of Lords), this loving God allows difficult circumstances into our 

lives to help us grow; to help us in our walk; to help us become more like Jesus. A good, 

loving, all-powerful God will allow difficult circumstances into our lives. He will allow 

accidents; He will allow sickness; He will allow perhaps unemployment. Then, on top of all 

these good things, He will allow us to be persecuted for our faith (”Oh, good!” Yes, it is.); 

these good things will most likely start with our friends.  

Our friends will look at us and say, “Hey, you’re different. What’s wrong with you? Do you 

think you’re better than we are? Come on, let’s keep doing the things we have always done.” 

Our friends will not understand when we say, “No, I don’t want to do that anymore.” Perhaps 

we will suffer at work; perhaps we’ll be passed over for a promotion because our bosses hate 

Christians. Perhaps our neighbors and even our family members will ostracize us because 

they think that we think we’re better than they are and we’re standing in judgement of them 

by being Christians. Difficult circumstances are going to come into our lives, and we know 

that because it comes into all Christians’ lives. 
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What did I do wrong? 

We are going to be tempted to say, “What did I do wrong? Certainly, I’ve done something 

wrong for these difficult things to happen to me.” The answer from Scripture is, “No, you 

probably did something right, and that’s why these difficult circumstances are in your life.” 

Paul tells his friend Timothy in II Timothy 3:12, “Everyone who seeks to live a godly life in 

will be persecuted...” The world hates our Master, and Jesus says that, “If they hated Me they 

are going to hate you as well.” So when these difficult things happen in our lives, whether 

simply because we’re human beings living in a fallen world or whether it’s because we’re 

Christians, our tendency will be, “Did I do something wrong,” and the answer is possibly, 

“No.” The answer probably is that God wants to do something right in our lives, and so in His 

sovereignty and in His control and in His goodness, He is going to allow these difficult 

circumstances into our lives so we can grow in our sanctification and holiness. 

We grow in the difficult times 

When times are good, we rarely grow; isn’t that sad but true? When the marriage is good, the 

family is good, work is going smoothly, the car is not breaking down, and we still don’t have 

to paint that side of the house yet, when things are going good, how many of us grow in our 

faith and trust in Jesus Christ? Not many. Yet, when times of stress and hurt and difficult 

challenges come is when we tend to grow more and become more like Jesus Christ; that’s His 

purpose in our lives, that we look like Him. 

Test our genuine faith 

When these difficult times occur, there are all sorts of things that could be going on in our 

lives. One of the things that could be going on when difficult circumstances come is that God 

wants to test how genuine our faith is. Now, He knows whether or not our faith is real, but He 

wants us to know that our faith in Jesus Christ is rock solid. In the midst of these difficult 

circumstances, God wants us to be not only confident but He wants our faith to be refined—

to be pure.  

In I Peter 1:6-7, Peter describes all the wonderful things that happen to a Christian; he says, 

“In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by 

various trials, so that the tested genuineness of your faith—more precious than gold that 

perishes though it is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at 

the revelation of Jesus Christ.” That is part of what is going on when difficult times come into 

our lives; we are being purified, refined, and tested so that we can know for sure and praise 

God in how we respond; we know that our faith is genuine and real. 
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Produce Christian character 

When difficult things come into our lives, what God is sometimes doing is just trying to 

produce a Christian character in us. For example, in Romans 5:3, Paul says, “We rejoice in 

our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces 

character, and character produces hope...” The Christian life is a process, isn’t it? I don’t 

know of any one of us, who, when we first became Christians, could look at suffering and 

say, “Yeah”; that’s not natural, but it is supernatural!  

The Christian walk is a walk, a process, and it takes one step at a time; and as we get farther 

down this process, this walk, we learn to rejoice in our sufferings. We don’t rejoice in our 

sufferings because we’re masochists, but we learn to rejoice in our sufferings because we 

know God wants to produce endurance, character, and hope in our lives and this is how it 

happens. My other most favorite verses regarding these things are James 1:2-4, although 

sometimes I feel like taking a big black Magic Marker and crossing them out (I haven’t yet). 

James says: “Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds,” (Man, I’m 

running for the hills! “No, count it all joy, Bill.”) “for you know that the testing of your faith 

produces steadfastness.  

And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in 

nothing.” God’s will for your life and mine is not the avoidance of pain, but it is His will that 

we look like Jesus. In His sovereign control of all things and in His love and compassion, the 

best way that God can get us to look like Jesus is to allow difficult circumstances to come 

into our lives. God calls us to respond to these difficult circumstances not in fear but rather in 

faith, to listen, learn, and grow, walking the walk. This is how our faith is tested and made 

genuine and pure; this is how we become like Jesus.  

Many know that we lost two daughters at birth, and that’s when I got the Magic Marker out 

for the first time; to get rid of these two stupid verses. I don’t know how I worked through 

that process, but I am not who I was fifteen years ago and Robin is not who she was fifteen 

years ago; that was because of God’s sovereign control and love and grace and mercy. God 

allowed difficult circumstances into my life and Robin’s; in the midst, He said, “In the storms 

of life, hang on,” and that’s what we did—here we are today, and it means we have two more 

children waiting for us in heaven. 

Response is to compartmentalize lives 

When difficult situations come into our lives, the question is “How are we going to respond?” 

Hopefully, we will hang on for all God is worth. However, I know that temptations will 

come; temptations to run away and hide, temptations to not lean into the pain. We will be 

tempted to do anything we possibly can to get away from the pain and to make the pain go 

away and make it stop. One of the ways in which we will be tempted to avoid pain, among 

other things, is to compartmentalize our lives; I can say this because it is true of all 

Christians. We are tempted to divide our lives into sections and say, “God, I’m not going to 

give You all of myself,” so we shut off doors to certain rooms of our lives. We will say, “I 

will give you part of my life, but I’m not going to give You that part because it’s too painful 

and it hurts too much.” I often think of life as being a patchwork quilt, a quilt made up of 

many, many squares; and so we say, “Okay, God, these squares are Yours—I will give You 
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these squares—but other squares of my life, I will not give to you because it’s too painful. I 

don’t trust You and I don’t think You have my best at heart, so I think I know better and I 

want to keep other areas of my life to myself”; and life becomes this little patchwork quilt. 

For those of you who are new Christians, this may be a little hard to hear. I don’t mean to be 

a prophet of doom, but you need to understand that these are the challenges that will lie ahead 

for your lives; perhaps you have already started to feel some twinges. 

Compartmentalize time 

The question is “What’s going to happen when you’re tempted to compartmentalize your 

lives?” For example, you will be tempted to compartmentalize your time. You will be 

tempted to say, “This square is Sunday morning; this is the time I’m going to give to God; 

this is His time. However, I will keep other days and time periods for myself over here; these 

are different squares of the quilt. God, I’ve give you these squares, You should be happy with 

Sunday mornings, but I’m going to keep Sunday afternoon and all the time I’m at work or 

whatever during the week for myself because they belong to me.” You are going to be 

tempted to compartmentalize your time.  

You will also be tempted to compartmentalize your money. Understand that God does not 

need your money because it’s all His, but Jesus says, “where your treasure is there your heart 

is also,” period and end of discussion. Again, this will be a temptation: we compartmentalize 

our money and so we have this square over here, in the patchwork quilt of our lives, which 

represents our loose change; now, it’s not too much so it doesn’t affect our lifestyles—this is 

our loose change we can throw at God. “You know what, God, You should be happy.” After 

the loose change, we keep the rest of “my money” over in other squares of our lives and say, 

“This money is none of Your business, God.” “You know, I need this money for my wealth 

and my portfolio so I don’t have to trust You in retirement.” “This money is for my bigger 

house.” “This is for a third car even though there are only two drivers in the house.” 

Compartmentalize money 

We compartmentalize our money, forgetting, of course, it’s all His. Even our bodies are His; 

we were bought with the precious blood of the Lamb of God and we don’t own anything. We 

are stewards of God’s wealth and we are called to use His wealth to advance His purposes. 

When we stand before the Judgement Seat, we will be held accountable for how we spent 

God’s money. Yet the temptation will be to compartmentalize and say, “Okay, God, here’s 

my loose change; the rest is mine.” 

Compartmentalize affections 

You will also be tempted to compartmentalize your affections. You will be tempted to say, 

“In this situation, in this square, I’m going to love God; but in other areas of my life, He can’t 

have my heart. I’m not going to give Him my affections in these other areas. In this area of 

my life, He has my affections, and I’m going to go to church Sunday morning and put on a 

nice religious smile, and when someone says, ‘How are you doing?’ I will say, ‘Fine.’” I 

think the word “fine” should be struck from the English language; it’s a terrible word.  
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Fine means “My life is really lousy right now, but I’m not sure you care enough so I’m going 

to gloss it over.” At least that’s what it means at my house. We’ll go to church and we’ll put 

on the face and tell everyone we’re fine and we’ll also sing with smiles; however, we can’t 

wait to get home to visit the pornography sites, to pick up those magazines, or to molest little 

boys and girls. I know the statistics: 50% of American males go to porn sites once a 

week. 25% of women are sexually molested I also know that statistically, the church is no 

different than the world. So we have our affections, “Oh, I love You, God,” but can’t wait to 

go home and look at naked women on the Internet; that’s sick.  

There are many areas in which you will be tempted to compartmentalize. You will be 

tempted to compartmentalize your tongue. “Okay, I’m going to stop using the Lord’s Name 

in vain, and I might stop saying these couple of words, but oh, man, I’m going to keep 

gossiping, slandering, passing critical judgment, and devaluing people.” The temptation to 

compartmentalize is everywhere in our reality, and I wish this were not true. I really wish that 

God had done things differently; He didn’t ask me, but I wish it were! I wish that when I 

became a Christian that sin was completely removed from my life, and that there wouldn’t be 

these challenges or sin pulling me. 

Give all to God 

I wish that I could just give all of myself to God. I wish that I wouldn’t shut doors to certain 

rooms in my heart, but that’s the nature of reality; God, in His love and wisdom, saw this was 

the best way to do things, and He is right and I am wrong. Every time, God is right and I am 

wrong. This is how God has called us to grow into Christ’s likeness—in difficult 

circumstances and challenging times. We are to open all of the doors to all of the rooms of 

our lives and throw away the patchwork quilt; to have one single, big square of our lives and 

every last bit of it is His.  

I am so scared that, if you are a young Christian you will be so overwhelmed that you will 

run out of here saying, “Whoa, I don’t want anything to do with this.” Remember that this is 

a walk, a process, and it is something we do one step at a time. Sometimes, we will have two 

or three challenges, but often, at least in my life, I’ve noticed that God only allows one 

problem at a time. He says, “Okay, Bill, time to deal with this issue in your life; you didn’t 

respond properly to that person. In fact, you tend to react too strongly to people; time for you 

to work on this.” The worst thing we can do when these challenges come is compartmentalize 

them and say, “No, I’ll give this to You, God, but I’m keeping these parts to myself” because 

that’s not the deal we made. When we became Christians, we understood that Jesus is Savior, 

He is Lord, He is the Boss; He is Master, and we are His disciples. Paul tells the Corinthians 

that we are to glorify Him with anything and everything we have, including our bodies. Jesus 

gave all of Himself to you and to me, and He expects all of us back; I think that’s why He 

calls us followers. Jesus calls us disciples because He wants full-time, fully devoted disciples; 

that’s the only kind of crop He wants. In the Parable of the Four Soils, the only soil that is 

acceptable to the farmer is the one that produced the full crop.  

So also in the area of discipleship, the only thing that is acceptable to God is a fully devoted 

disciple of Jesus Christ; there are verses that tell us this all throughout the Bible. In what I 

think the is most important verse on discipleship, Jesus says, “If anyone would come after 
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Me,” if anyone wants to be My follower, My disciple, a Christian, “let him deny himself and 

take up his cross and follow Me.” (Mark 8:34) If we want to be followers of Jesus Christ, 

then we must deny all of our wills. We must say no to ourselves, and then everyday we are to 

live as those who have been crucified to our own wills.  

Every day we must say what Jesus said in the Garden, “Not My will but Yours be done”; 

that’s how we follow Him as fully devoted disciples. Jesus also says, “So therefore, any one 

of you who does not renounce all that he has cannot be My disciple.” (Luke 14:33) The 

Parable of the Young Rich Ruler applies to all of us, because God demands all. Paul says in 

Galatians 2:20, “I have been crucified with Christ.” If you want to push the metaphor, he 

didn’t say, “I was cut by Christ,” He didn’t say, “I was wounded by Christ,” nor “I was 

perhaps a little maimed by Christ,” he said, “I was crucified with Christ; I died.” “I have been 

crucified with Christ, it is no longer I who lives, but Christ who lives in me.” 

What if we compartmentalize? 

Romans 12:1-2 makes no allowance for a patchwork-quilt-kind-of-life; it does not. Romans 

tells us to present our bodies and everything we are to sacrifice to God, and that means we 

will not look like the world but we will be transformed from the inside out; this is the 

challenge all of us will face, and perhaps are facing. What is going to happen if we 

compartmentalize our lives? What will happen if we hold back pieces of ourselves from God? 

What are the consequences of refusing to open all of the doors of our lives? Well, it will start 

by harming our relationship with Jesus Christ. As we sin, we will realize there is something 

between God and us; we will experience guilt, and guilt is a good thing; we will experience 

depression. As things go on and don’t get better, God will start to remove His peace from our 

lives, and He will start to remove His blessing from our lives. Eventually, we are told that as 

a loving Heavenly Father, God will discipline His children for their sin. 

Sufficiency of the Cross 

The amazing message of the Gospel is that because God is the God of mercy and grace, He 

extends His goodness to those in need and those who don’t deserve it. Because of God’s 

mercy and grace, you and I can stop this downward spiral of sin whenever we want. The wall 

between God and us can be removed, and the peace and blessing can come back into our 

lives; all we have to do is repent; all we have to do is confess. “Yes, God, once again, You’re 

right and I’m wrong. Once again, I went my way and it was the wrong way. I am truly sorry.” 

Because God is a God of grace, His mercy will sweep through us and remove our sin as far as 

the east is from the west. Then our relationship and the peace and blessing of God will be 

restored; this is part of the Doctrine of the Sufficiency of the Cross, which we’ve talked about 

several times back. Jesus Christ’s death on the cross was sufficient to cover all the sin of the 

world for all who cry out to Him for forgiveness; that’s true not only of the forgiveness that 

happened when we became Christians, but also the sin we will commit as His children. No 

matter how much we do, and no matter how bad it is or how many times we commit our 

favorite sin (we all have them, don’t we?), the cross is sufficient to cover our sin. 
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What if we don’t give Him all? 

If we go to Christ and ask for forgiveness, He will forgive our sin and the downward spiral 

will stop; this is where the joy and freedom is in the Christian walk, isn’t it? There is no joy 

in straddling a fence—fences were never made to be straddled. As long as we try to straddle 

the fence, have our patchwork-quilt life of some to God and some to us, we are going to be 

miserable people. However, the joy and freedom that God has promised comes when we say, 

“It’s all Yours. All of the doors are open”; unfortunately, we don’t always do that, do we? 

Lose our assurance as Christians 

We don’t always stop the spiral; after all, there’s part of us that likes to sin even as 

regenerated children of God. Sometimes we don’t confess our sin. What will happen if sin 

continues in our lives, a spiral that continues to pull us farther and farther down into the 

muck? (Muck is a good Greek word, by the way; it is “mukaes” in the original — not really.) 

Although generally it takes years to occur, eventually when we continue to say no to God and 

continue to live in our sin, we are going to lose the assurance that we are Christians—we will 

lose the confidence that we are children of God.  

Understand, “we are saved by grace through faith, and that not of ourselves; it is the gift of 

God.” We were dead in our trespasses and sin, and not because of anything we deserve but 

because God is a God of mercy and grace, He plucked us from the “muckaes” of life and 

brought us into His eternal Kingdom. I was dead at the time; I did not help Him at all. 

Salvation is by grace, yet in conversion God changed us. As changed children of God, He has 

said that He wants our lives to change as well. The message of Scripture is if your life or my 

life does not continue to change, then there will come a point in which we must question 

whether or not we really are Christians; I will not ask you this question, I don’t believe that is 

my job. However, through the prompting of the Holy Spirit, each one of us will have to ask 

ourselves the question, “Am I really a Christian? Was my conversion real?” Assurance does 

not come from a single event. Assurance of salvation isn’t based on a raised hand or a prayer 

at camp, but rather our assurance of being a child of God, the Bible says, is all tied up with 

the work of the Holy Spirit in our lives.  

The Holy Spirit is whispering in my ears, “Yes, Bill, you are a child of God.” He is saying, 

“Yes, Bill, you are a child of God; look at how your life is changing.” The change that occurs 

in our lives is part of the basis of our assurance that, in fact, we are children of God. I am not 

making this up; it is in the Bible. Among many passages, there is 1 John 2:3 where John says, 

“And by this we know that we have come to know Him,” this is how we know that we are in 

a relationship with God; that we are Christians, “if,” we raise our hands at church at camp 

and go to church twice a year? No! That’s not what it says. “we keep His commandments.”  

There is our assurance. Keeping His commandments—not as an attempt to earn God’s favor, 

but as the response of changed lives. “Whoever says, ‘I know Him,’” whoever says, “I’m a 

Christian,” “but does not keep His commandments,” has a smaller house in heaven and more 

menial tasks to do? Wrong! “is a liar, and the truth is not in him,” In John’s vocabulary, we 

want the truth in us; that’s the only way we get to heaven, and it’s the only way to have a 
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relationship with God. “But whoever keeps His word, in him truly the love of God is 

perfected.” That’s the changed life.  

Then John says again, “By this we may be sure that we are in Him: whoever says he abides in 

Him ought to walk in the same way in which He walked.” Our assurance, our absolute, rock-

solid confidence, that we are children of God comes through the work of the Holy Spirit, 

confirming in our spirits, Romans 8, that we are children of God, showing us, “Look at your 

life, it’s changing. Do you think you did this on your own? Do you think Satan wanted your 

life to change? Gee, I wonder what force in this universe is strong enough to change your 

heart, Bill?” There is only One strong enough to change our hearts, and it is the power of the 

Holy Spirit. The changes in our lives are part of our confidence that we are His children. How 

terrifying it must have been to the people who went to the church in Laodicea when they 

received the written Book of Revelation.  

Can you imagine getting a book written by the Apostle John and it says, “To those who go to 

Shiloh Hills Fellowship...” Well, that’s what happens in Revelation! The Spirit speaks to 

seven churches, and to the Church of Laodicea, he says, “I know your works:” I know what 

your life looks like. “you are neither cold nor hot.” Cold water is good for things and hot 

water is good for things, but they are neither cold nor hot.) “Would that you were either cold 

or hot! So, because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of My 

mouth.” (Revelation 3:15-16) So you see, there’s no backseat in heaven, is there? Often we 

think in terms of carnality, being a second-level Christian or something, but Christians in 

Laodicea (I would expect at Shiloh Hills Fellowship, too), or people who claim they are 

Christians who are lukewarm, they will be spit out of His mouth. Later on in Verse 19, He 

says, “Those whom I love, I reprove and discipline, so be zealous and repent.” This is what 

happens when you and I like to sin; when we have our little areas of sin tucked away and we 

think that nobody can see them until somebody gets into the history of our internet browser 

and finds out where we’ve been. We hang onto sin and we realize we have no confidence that 

we were Christians at all. 

Warning passages 

Wait; it gets worse! There is a whole other set of verses that we call the Warning Passages. 

The Warning Passages are not meant for people who are struggling and fighting the fight, or 

who are maybe failing and confessing. The Warning Passages of Scripture are for the kinds 

of people who perhaps have made a profession of faith through camp, or whatever. (Don’t get 

me wrong, I love camp.)  

The Warning Passages of Scripture are for the people who have this spiritual event happen in 

their lives where they make a profession and think they got a “Get-out-of-hell-free card,” 

which means they think, “We can go live anyway we want, it doesn’t matter.” Their lives 

don’t change and they think when they stand before the Judgement Seat of God, they can put 

this orange, two-and-a-half-by-three-inch card in front of His face and say, “I get out of hell 

free!” God will look at them and say, “What’s that? I’ve never seen that before.  

Didn’t you listen to My word?” It’s to those kinds of people that the Warning Passages were 

addressed. John 8:31 says, “If you abide in My word,” if you live in Me, if you walk with 
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Me, “you are truly My disciples...” If we don’t abide in His word, it is clear, isn’t it; we are 

not His disciples. Jesus says that, “the one who endures to the end will be saved.” Matthew 

24:13. While starting good is important, it’s more important to finish well; it’s the one who 

endures and hangs in there to the end who will be saved. Paul tells the Colossians in 

Colossians 1:23 that they have been reconciled and are friends with God.  

He says, “...if indeed you continue in the faith, stable and steadfast, not shifting from the hope 

of the gospel that you heard.” The strongest Warning Passages are scattered all the way 

through the Book of Hebrews. In Chapter 3:14, it says, “For we share in Christ, if indeed we 

hold our original confidence firm to the end.” 

God will enable us 

These are not, in one sense, pleasant verse, but they are frightening verses, aren’t they? Yet 

how can we go through a twelve-week series of what the Bible says for new believers and not 

know there will be challenges coming? However, because God is a God of grace and mercy, 

He will enable us to hang in there and be steadfast and to endure. He is going to work through 

our difficult situations; He is going to refine our faith; He is going to confirm our faith; He is 

going to make us into the men and women of God He wants us to become because He wants 

us to look like His Son. Our looking like His son is more important than anything else; yet in 

the midst of all this, we take that step.  

We present our bodies as a living sacrifice. We refuse, by the power of God, to be conformed 

to this world, but we are transformed by the renewing of our minds. When we became 

Christians, Jesus became our Savior, but He also became our Lord. The Boss calls us to grow 

up! He calls us to grow up in our sanctification. He calls us to look less and less like the 

world. The last plea I will make, especially for you new Christians, is please, don’t get scared 

because the joy in the freedom of Christianity is in this process, one step at a time.  

As you open doors and as you get rid of the patchwork quilt and as you relinquish yourselves 

to God to His enabling, His strength, and His leading, you can take one step at a time. As 

Paul tells the Corinthians, you will be changed from one degree of glory to the next. I talked 

with someone after the first service who became a Christian last week. I asked if this was too 

much. She said, “No, I know what lies ahead; I’m excited!” I hope that is your response as 

well. We are going to fail; it’s not a good thing, but God is there. If we are confessing our sin, 

He is forgiving our sin. He gives us the Holy Spirit to help us to obey Him.  

Then He calls us to present our bodies sacrificially to Him so that we are not conformed to 

this world, but transformed by the renewing of our minds; this is God’s will for our lives and 

our sanctification. So the questions simply are: “Is your life changing? Is your life beginning 

to change? Is your life continuing to change? Are you, one step at a time, becoming a fully 

devoted disciple of Jesus Christ? I pray that you are. 
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STEPS WHEN WALKING WITH GOD 

Read the Scriptures 

To begin with, believers maintain their walk with God by reading His Word. "Search the 

Scriptures," says our blessed Lord, "for these are they that testify of me" (Jn 5:39). The 

psalmist tells us that God's Word was a "light unto his feet, and a lantern unto his paths" (Ps 

119:105). The characteristic of a good man that "his delight is in the law of the Lord, and that 

he meditates on it day and night" (Ps 1:2). "Give yourself to the public reading of Scripture," 

says Paul to Timothy (I Tim 4:13). "This book of the law," says God to Joshua, "shall not 

depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be 

careful to do according to all that is written in it" (Josh 1:8). “Whatever was written in earlier 

times was written for our instruction" (Rom 15:4). The word of God is "profitable for 

teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God 

may be adequate, equipped for every good work" (2 Tim. 3:16). If we ever think we are 

above our Bibles, we shall soon lie open to all manner of delusion, and be in great danger of 

making shipwreck of faith and a good conscience. This the apostle calls the "sword of the 

Spirit" (Eph 6:17). 

Personal Prayer  

Believers keep up their walk with God by private, personal prayer. The spirit of grace is 

always accompanied with the spirit of supplication.   It is the very breath of the new creature, 

the fan of the divine life. By it, the spark of holy fire, kindled in the soul by God, is not only 

kept in, but raised into a flame. Neglect of private prayer has been frequently an inlet to many 

spiritual diseases, and has been attended with fatal consequences. Prayer is one of the most 

noble parts ￼of the believer's spiritual armor. "Pray at all times in the Spirit” (Eph 6:18). 

“Pray without ceasing” (1 Th 5:17). "Watch and pray that you may not enter into temptation" 

(Mt 26:41). Prayer brings and keeps God and man together – it raises man up to God, and 

brings God down to man. Even when you are about the common business of life be much in 

extemporaneous prayer. 

Meditation  

Holy and frequent meditation is another blessed means of keeping up a believer's walk with 

God. Says Luther, "Prayer, reading, temptation, and meditation makes a minister." And they 

also make and perfect a Christian. Meditation is to the soul what digestion is to the body. 

David found it so, and therefore he was frequently employed in meditation, even in the night 

season. Meditation is a kind of silent prayer, whereby the soul is frequently (so to speak) 

carried out of itself to God. Through meditation, the soul is, to a degree beholds the face of 

our heavenly Father. None but those happy souls that have been accustomed to this divine 

practice can tell what a blessed promoter of the divine life meditation is. "While   I was 

musing the fire burned," writes David (Ps 39:3). And while the believer is musing on the 

works and word of God, he frequently feels the fire of divine love kindle, so that he is obliged 

to speak with his tongue and tell of the loving kindness of the Lord to his soul. Be frequent 

therefore in meditation, all you who desire to maintain a close and uniform walk with the 

most high God. 
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Noting God's Providence  

Believers keep up their walk with God also by watching and noting His providential dealings 

with them. If we believe the Scriptures, we must believe what our Lord hath declared therein, 

"that the very hairs of his disciples' heads are numbered; and that a sparrow does not fall to 

the ground, without the knowledge of our heavenly Father" (Mt 10:29). Every cross has a call 

in it. And every particular dispensation of divine providence has some particular end to 

answer in those to whom it is sent. Seek to know what God is saying to you. "A little hint 

from provi- dence," says pious Bishop Hall, "is enough for faith to feed upon." 

Seek the Guidance of the Spirit  

In order to walk closely with God, his children must not only watch the motions of God's 

providence around them, but they must also take note of the moving of His blessed Spirit 

within their hearts. "As many as are the sons of God, are led by the Spirit of God" (Rom 

8:14). They give up themselves to be guided by the Holy Spirit, just as a little child gives its 

hand to be led by a nurse or parent. However, it is the quintessence of enthusiasm to pretend 

to be guided by the Spirit without the written Word — it is every Christian's bounden duty to 

be guided by the Spirit in conjunction with the written word of God. You must always test the 

suggestions or impressions that you may at any time feel, by the unerring rule of God's holy 

Word. And if they are not found to be agreeable to that, reject them as diabolical and 

delusive. 

Obedience 

Those who would maintain a holy walk with God must walk with him in His commandments 

as well as in His providences. It is recorded        of Zacharias and Elizabeth, that "they 

walked in all God's ordinance, as well as commandments, blameless" (Lk 1:6). All rightly 

informed Christians will look upon commandments, not as beggarly elements, but as so many 

conduit-pipes by which the infinitely condescending Jehovah conveys his grace to their souls. 

They will look upon them as children's bread, and as their highest privileges. Consequently 

they     will delight to visit the place where God's honor dwells — "Come, let us go up to the 

house of the Lord" (Ps 122:1). 

Godly Association 

Finally, if you would walk with God, you will associate and keep company with others who 

walk with Him. "My delight," says David, "is in them that do excel in virtue" (Ps 16:3). In his 

sight, they were the excellent ones of the earth. The early Christians kept up their vigor and 

first love by continuing in fellowship one with another. Writes Paul, “Forsake not the 

assembling of yourselves together (Heb 10:25). For how can one be warm alone? Did not the 

wisest of men say, "As iron sharpens iron, so does the countenance of a man sharpen his 

friend"? (Prv 27:17). So it is necessary for those who would walk with God to meet together 

when they can, in order to provoke one another to love and good works (Heb 10:24). 
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THE SECRET OF WALKING WITH GOD   

God is looking for not only a clinging bride but also a walking partner. From the very 

beginning, God had a relationship with Adam and Eve that found them "walking in the 

garden in the cool of the day" (Gen 3:8). God created man for the enjoyment of a walking 

relationship that involved companionship, dialogue, intimacy, joint decision-making, mutual 

delight, and shared dominion. God longs to walk with you, which is why His arms of grace 

have been pulling you into a closer walk with Him. Jesus went on walks with his disciples, 

and He still likes to walk with us today. The goal we're after is an everyday walk of unbroken 

communion with our Lord and friend. 

Enoch was the first man in the Bible who walked with God (Gen 5:22-24). Even though men 

began to call upon the name of the Lord in the earliest of times (Gen 4:26), Enoch was the 

first man to uncover the true delight of walking with God. He found something even Adam 

didn't experience. He pressed into God until he learned how to commune with God through 

every facet of life. To find that dimension of relationship certainly required an intense 

spiritual pursuit, and then when he found it the Lord made a graphic statement by catching 

him   up to heaven. 

By taking Enoch up to glory, God wasn't trying to get us impressed with Enoch's piety. God's 

point was this, "I love to walk with man! Enoch was the first man to truly walk with me, so I 

decided to highlight his example by doing something extraordinary with him. I took him up 

to paradise to underscore how much I value and desire a daily walking relationship with My 

chosen ones." Enoch's example continues to witness to all generations of the great zeal God 

has to walk with man. One can only wonder what glorious depths of intimacy Enoch 

uncovered. As you draw close to God, He will not likely take you up to heaven as He did 

Enoch. However, He does desire to reveal the beauty of His face to you. As we walk with 

Him, He will open the Scriptures to us through the Spirit of wisdom and revelation and reveal 

to us the light of the glory of God that is to be found in Him. When we walk with God, we 

enter the dimension where God unfolds the secrets of his kingdom. These are the paths that 

the ancients trod before us. Noah knew the secret of walking with God (Gen 6:9), as did 

Abraham (Gen 24:40). Through Christ, you can explore the glorious riches of knowing God 

like they did — by His indwelling Spirit. 

God wants to walk with us before He works through us. So He will wait to act until He finds 

the right man or woman through whom He can work. To put it bluntly, God works with His 

friends. When God has a friend, divine activity accelerates. When God has a useful vessel 

that has been prepared for noble purposes, He will use that vessel. God will use the one who 

walks with Him. But He's looking especially for three crucial qualities; humility, faithfulness, 

and loyalty. He wants to work with friends who are loyal to Him, no matter what. Even when 

circumstances would suggest God is unjust, His true friends continue to walk with Him. So 

the Lord will test our fidelity. When we prove ourselves His friends through the greatest 

calamities of life, we qualify as useful vessels. 

The secret place is where we develop a walking relationship with God. Our inner chamber 

with Him becomes our training ground for a life that is rooted and grounded in love. Jesus 

told us that He confides His kingdom purposes to his friends (Jn 15:15). Lord, I want to be 

your friend and hear Your heart, and participate in your activities in this hour. Teach me Lord 
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to walk with you! (This edited material is from "Secrets of the Secret Place" by Bob Sorge. 

Greenwood, Missouri: Oasis House, 2001) 

THE CONSEQUENCES OF WALKING WITH GOD. 

1. By thus walking with God the soul contracts a holy intimacy with Him. 

2. The result is it makes advances in the best of all knowledge, the knowledge of God. An 

intimate walk with God affords an opportunity to study His character, to see it developed in 

the free communications He makes, and to listen to His instructions. He is the great instructor 

of mankind; but His teachings are not extended to those who live estranged from Him. 

3. This closer inspection of God is the most powerful means to sanctify the soul. Views of 

God are transforming. While "with open face" we behold "as in a glass the glory of the Lord," 

we "are changed into the same image from glory to glory" (2 Cor 3:18). Therefore... 

4. A sure consequence of intimacy between God and the soul, is an increased mutual 

affection. The more the soul knows of God the more it will love Him, and of course the more 

it will be beloved. What a most tender friendship did Enoch and God contract for each other 

during their intimate communion for three hundred years. If we would enjoy the same 

blessedness, we must, like Enoch, walk with God. 

5. Such an intimacy between God and the soul cannot fail to establish mutual confidence. The 

more God is seen the more securely can the soul commit the management of all its interests 

to Him, and venture its everlasting all upon the truth of His word. On the other hand the more 

this confidence is found, the more God can confide in such a soul. He will not trust those to 

whom He can say, "I know you not;" but of those who are intimate with Him and confide in 

Him, He will say, "Surely they are My people, children that will not lie." It is the greatest 

happiness to feel this confidence in God and to know that He has this confidence in us. 

6. Such an intimacy with God will preserve us from bad company. A man who is walking 

with an honorable friend, is not likely to be annoyed by disagreeable intruders or to break 

away after low society. When the soul is in the immediate presence of God, neither sin nor 

Satan dares to invade; neither the world nor any of its perplexing cares will venture to 

intrude. Every Christian knows what distressing and dangerous companions these are. 

7. Another consequence of such a close walk with God is, that we shall find support under the 

unavoidable trials of life. When we are in distress, very soothing is the company of a prudent 

and sympathizing friend, who, from the stores of his knowledge, can suggest subjects of 

consolation. But how much more blissful the society of God, whose heart is all tenderness, 

and who can open to the soul the most comforting of all truths. There is no consolation like 

this. Indeed it is well worth while to be a while in the furnace, for the sake of walking there 

with one in "the form of the Son of God." 

8. Another consequence of walking with God is the enjoyment of his protection. Myriads of 

enemies and dangers swarm in all the way to heaven; but while God is near He will not suffer 

￼￼￼￼￼￼￼￼￼them to annoy us. When one of Enoch's spirit hears the thunders at a 



 

THE WALK WITH GOD ALL NATIONS BIBLE INSTITUTION & PROJECTS 

 

THE WALK WITH GOD 

distance, his refuge is nearer than the danger, and he steps in and is safe. He hides himself 

where no evil or enemy, though searching for him throughout the world, can find him. 

9. Another consequence of walking with God is, that we shall always have a faithful monitor 

at hand, to throw in timely cautions to keep us back from indiscretions and sin or to reclaim 

us when we have wandered. The conscience of one who walks with God is preserved tender, 

and God is faithful not to suffer a son who cleaves to Him to err by His side without rebuke. 

To possess such a monitor is one of the greatest blessings of life. 

10. Another consequence of walking with God is an enlightened view of His providence and 

government, a clear discernment of the glories of the heavenly world, and a peaceful 

assurance of His eternal love. Tell me what is happiness if this is not. What, of all the 

enjoyments of the world, can be exalted happiness compared with this? 

11. Another effect of walking with God is a higher enjoyment of ordinary blessings. By the 

placid love which by this means is kept alive, the mind is put in a frame to enjoy every other 

comfort. And the gratitude which is thus mingled with the enjoyment of God's gifts, renders 

them all the sweeter. 

12. Another effect of walking with God is a greater preparation for usefulness. In proportion 

as the mind becomes wiser by converse with God, and holier by near and transforming views 

of Him, it is fitted for stronger and more persevering and better directed efforts for the 

happiness of others. In proportion as its faith and benevolent desires are enlarged, its prayers 

will be mighty for the salvation of men. Its very breath will penetrate their conscience and 

their heart as no other means can do. And it will throw out upon the world the all 

commanding majesty and winning sweetness of a holy example. One such man will have 

more influence upon the order of society and the salvation of men, than millions who never 

walked with God. 

13. Another consequence of walking with God is a peaceful death. In Enoch's case it was not 

death, but a triumphant translation. And in every other case, in proportion as a man has 

walked with God, his end, though he leaves his body behind, is still triumphant, or at least 

serene. How unspeakable a comfort, when one is struggling with the king of terrors and about 

to enter on eternal and unchangeable scenes, to have "the full assurance of God's love, peace 

of conscience, and joy in the Holy Spirit." How much better than to sink under awful fears of 

eternal wrath, or even under doubts which leave the soul to measure over the dark valley 

alone. Would you enjoy this triumph, or even this serenity in death, you must prepare for it 

by walking with God. 

14. Finally, another consequence of walking thus closely with God, is an enlarged share of 

immortal glory. In heaven the blessed inhabitants all walk with God, every day and hour. And 

they find it no burden but a happiness which they would not exchange for the whole creation. 

Why was it not then a happiness on earth? And yet for an exemplary march in that happy 

course, millions have found their blessedness eternally increased. The enhanced joy of a 

single soul for a few hours, will outweigh all the pleasures of all the wicked on earth. The 

￼￼￼￼￼￼￼￼￼time will come when that additional blessedness of a single soul, will 

have out-measured all the happiness enjoyed on earth from Adam to the conflagration. A 
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little further, and it will have exceeded all the happiness enjoyed by saints and angels in 

heaven before the day of judgment. 

THE PROMINENT MEANS BY WHICH SUCH A 

WALK CAN BE KEPT UP.  

Humility and faith, as we have already seen, are not means merely, but are involved in the 

very idea of a walk with God. Without these we cannot approach God, much less walk with 

Him. The same may be said of obedience generally. These in the inquiry are not considered 

so much in the light of means, as a part of the walk which means are to keep up. And yet 

particular acts of disobedience may be mentioned as things to be avoided and particular acts 

of faith may be named as means to be employed. The means involve two things – the 

guarding against what is injurious, and the attending to what is useful. 

The guarding against what is injurious. 

1. It is absolutely impossible to preserve the soul in the habit of conversing with God, without 

avoiding improper conversation with men; not only every thing false or impure or profane or 

malicious or revengeful or passionate, but every thing deceitful or slander- ous or 

uncharitable or uncandid or vain. It is even said "that every idle word that men shall speak, 

they shall give account thereof in the day of judgment. For by thy words thou shalt be 

justified, and by thy words thou shalt be condemned." 

2. Vain thoughts are another hindrance to an intimate walk with God. This led the psalmist to 

say, "I hate vain thoughts." There cannot exist    a great degree of spirituality, unless the mind 

is habitually employed in spiritual contemplations. People who consume most of their leisure 

hours in thoughts of vanity, do not walk with God. It betrays a heart full of idolatry: and as 

well might the worshippers of Baal claim to walk with Israel's God. These cold thoughts 

diffuse chills of death through all the soul, and can no more coexist with its spiritual activity, 

than paralysis can coexist with the activity of the body. 

3. No known sin must be indulged. One such Achan fostered in our camp, will prove that we 

have not only no intimacy with God, but no acquaintance with him. One indulged sin is as 

decisive against us as a hundred. "Whosoever shall keep the whole law and yet offend in one 

point, he is guilty of all." 

4. Undue worldly affections and cares must be excluded. Those affections for the world are 

undue which are not constantly subjected to the love of God; that is, are not ready, at all 

times, cheerfully to submit to the rules which he has made to regulate our use and 

management of the world, and to any sacrifices which His providence may extort from us or 

require at our hands. And those cares are undue which, from their number or pressure, seduce 

the heart from God. Every worldly care necessarily draws the attention from God for a 

season, as we cannot fixedly attend to two things at once. But if the heart is not enticed away, 

the thoughts and affections will spontaneously return to Him at  every interval of care and 

with ever fresh delight. Those affections and cares which, according ￼￼￼￼￼to these 

definitions, are undue, obstruct our communion with God and abate our intimacy with Him. 

These are the things to be studiously avoided. And now... 
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Let us see to what we must attend.  

1. We must punctually and earnestly attend on all the means and ordinances of God's 

appointment. Any neglect or irregularity or carelessness in this attendance, will cut the 

sinews of our spirituality, and diminish our strength to achieve victories and resist 

temptations in the future. Separate yourselves from means, and you may as well separate your 

fields from culture, and even from the rain and dews of heaven. All our light and grace come 

through the medium of means. This in general; but to be more particular, 

2. We must pray the prayer of faith and "pray without ceasing." Prayer is the Christian's life. 

Though every other ordinance be attended to, yet if this one be neglected, all is in vain. It is 

as impossible for the soul to be spiritually alive and active without a punctual course of 

fervent and believing prayer, as for the body to be alive and active without breath. Prayer has 

more influence on the sanctification of the soul than all other ordinances.  

It is going directly to God to receive the life-giving Spirit according to an absolute and often 

repeated promise. "Ask, and it shall be given to you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it 

shall be opened unto you. For every one that asks receives, and he that seeks finds, and  to 

him that knocks it shall be opened.... If ye, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your 

children, how much more shall your heavenly Father give the holy Spirit to them that ask 

Him."  

The promise is absolute, and there must be an unwavering belief in the promise in order to 

give the application success. "If any of you lack wisdom let him ask of God, who gives to all 

men liberally and without reproach, and it shall be given him. But let him ask in faith, 

nothing wavering; for he that wavers is like a wave of the sea driven with the wind and 

tossed. For let not that man think that he shall receive anything of the Lord." But the faith 

instilled is not a belief that I shall receive, but that I shall receive if I ask aright. It is not a 

belief in my goodness, but in God's truth.  

This strong confidence in God's truth may be exercised whatever doubts we have of our own 

goodness or election. If we are troubled on these points it ought not to keep us back. We may 

leave them to be decided afterwards, and go right to God with unlimited confidence in His 

truth and consequent willingness to hear the cries of all who sincerely seek Him. He certainly 

will hear the cries of all, (be it Judas or be it Peter,) who seek Him with the whole heart. This 

ought to be the strong confidence of every man, whatever opinion he may have of his own 

character or destiny. There is a full chance then for doubting Christians   to exercise this 

sweet and successful confidence in God. The only faith demanded is to "believe" in God, 

"that He is, and that He is a rewarder of them that diligently seek Him," whoever they are. 

3. We must watch. In that most trying moment when the powers of hell were let loose upon 

the suffering Savior, He gave His disciples no other direction than this, "Watch and pray that 

you not enter into temptation." So much emphasis did He lay on these two duties. In regard to 

watchfulness, I would suggest the following rules. ￼￼￼￼ 

a. First, be vigilant to observe the first motions of the enemy. If he has made considerable 

advances before you move, your exertions in all probability will be too late – it is dangerous 

to parley with temptation. Check it early or it will probably prevail. Keep your eyes open to 
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watch the different avenues by which the enemy makes his approach. He will often vary his 

mode of attack. Through all his variations keep your eye steadfastly upon him. Acquaint 

yourselves with his numerous devices. 

b. Secondly, watch another enemy greater than this; watch your own heart. Keep an attentive 

eye upon the movements of corruption within you: otherwise some evils will gather too much 

strength for you to resist; others will work unseen, and go in to form your character unknown 

to yourselves. "Keep thy heart with all diligence, for out of it are the issues of life." 

c. Thirdly, watch opportunities for doing and getting good. Much is lost in reference to both 

by overlooking the favorable moment. “While we have opportunity, let us do good, especially 

to those who are of the household of faith.” 

d. Fourthly, watch the motions and expressions of divine providence. It will throw much 

interesting light on the character and government of God and illustrate and confirm many 

things taught in the Scriptures. 

e. Fifthly, watch the motions of the Spirit upon your minds. Sometimes the Spirit whispers an 

invitation to prayer or divine contemplation.  If the suggestion is followed we may find the 

duties easy and pleasant, and the effect lasting. But perhaps we refuse to attend to the 

impulse. The consequence is, our hearts grow cold and lifeless; and then though we attempt 

to pray or meditate, we find no relish for it. It may be illustrated by a passage from the Song 

of Solomon, understood to relate to the intercourse between Christ and the Church.  

The Spouse, half aroused from lethargy, says, "I sleep, but my heart waketh: it is the voice of 

my Beloved that knocketh, saying, Open to me, my sister, my love, my dove, my undefiled; 

for my head is filled with dew and my locks with the drops of the night. [Now mark how her 

indolence pleads.] I have put off my coat, how shall I put it on?  

I have washed my feet, how shall I defile them?” [Now the heavenly Bridegroom makes a 

more effectual effort.] My Beloved put in his hand by the hole of the door, and my bowels 

were moved for him. I rose up to open to my Beloved, end my hands dropped with myrrh, 

and my fingers with sweet smelling myrrh, upon the handles of the lock. I opened to my 

Beloved, but, [see the effect of not opening to Christ at first] my Beloved had withdrawn 

himself and was gone: my soul failed when he spoke: I sought him, but I could not find him; I 

called him but he gave me no answer." This is enough to confirm my idea of watching and 

obeying the first suggestion  of the Spirit of Christ. 

I have thus shown what it is to walk with God, the blessed consequences, and the means. May 

I not now urge upon you this delightful duty?   It is what you owe to the blessed God, your 

Father and Savior, who has astonished heaven by His kindness to you, and whose mercies, if 

you are not deceived, will hold you entranced to eternity. It is what you owe to Him, and it 

will secure you a happy life, more than all the wealth and honors of the world. It is heaven 

begun below. ￼￼￼￼￼ Do you not wish to be happy?  

Bend all your cares then to walk with God. Be not satisfied with a general desire to do this, 

but fix systematically on the means prescribed. Pursue those means hourly, daily, yearly. 

Reduce your life to a system under the regulation of these rules. Good old Enoch could walk 
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with God three hundred years. And he has never seen cause to repent of it. Could you have 

access to him in his glory, would he express regret for the pleasant mode of spending the last 

three hundred years of his life? We are apt to think that we are not expected to aim at the 

superior piety of the ancient saints.  

But why paralyze every power by such a stupid mistake? Are we not under as great 

obligations? Is not God as worthy of obedience now as in the days of old? Have the increased 

displays of his mercy in the Gospel impaired his claims? Has the affecting scene of Calvary 

rendered him less lovely in the eyes of sinners?  Are the means used with mankind less than 

in the patriarchal age? Or are the happy consequences of a walk with God worn out by time?  

Why should we then content ourselves with being scarcely alive, when so many saints have 

been through life rapt in communion with God? Do we thirst for honors and riches? Who is 

so honored and rich as the heir of Him who owns the universe? Does any such ingenuous 

motive move us? O let us never cease to walk with God. Amen.  

 

Standing After the Storm  
 

"If the foundations are destroyed, what can the righteous do?" (Ps. 11:3) 

 

Just as there are foundations that are dug and laid for buildings, so there are spiritual foundations 

upon which we can build a strong and unshakeable spiritual life. But if we compromise the 

standards of our foundation, to that degree we compromise our ability to stand during life's 

storms. 

I've known people who could prophesy or pray for the sick or sing beautifully in church, but 

inwardly their spiritual lives were unstable. As soon as difficulties arose, they lose their spiritual 

stability. Why? The foundation was missing from their inner spiritual life. They crumbled during 

the storm 

 

Jesus said, "Everyone who comes to Me and hears My words and acts on them, I will show you 

whom he is like: he is like a man building a house, who dug deep and laid a foundation on the 

rock; and when the flood occurred, the torrent burst against that house and could not shake it, 

because it had been well built" (Luke 6: 47-48). 

 

Beloved, the storm is already here: plagues, riots and challenges without number. But there still 

remains time to rebuild your spiritual life, this time after the blueprint of Christlikeness. You see, 

the question isn't "if" a storm is coming, but how should we respond? Indeed, life has a way of 

going from calm and peaceful to turbulent and adversarial. The only way one's house can stand is 

if it is built on the foundation of Christ. 

 

In our Lord's teaching, the "house" He speaks of represents our spiritual life -- what we are made 

of inwardly. In building this life, our foundation is the first and most important part of our 

spiritual structure. Everything else we build, whether in ministry or gifting or calling, is built 

upon the inner, hidden foundation laid by Christ. He is the cornerstone. 

 

The problem is compounded because you can't build your house in a storm. Your house must be 

built before the storm comes. Thus, Jesus concluded His warning with these words: 
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"But the one who has heard and has not acted accordingly, is like a man who built a house on the 

ground without any foundation; and the torrent burst against it and immediately it collapsed, and 

the ruin of that house was great" (Luke 6:49). 

 

I shudder when I recall the many people -- good people, mind you -- whose house "collapsed" in 

a storm of temptation or adversity. How true the Savior's words are: "and the ruin of [their] house 

was great." 

 

Storms Are Coming 
As a spiritual father, I am concerned about the church. In America today it has almost become a 

joke how dysfunctional we have become. People are proud that their lives are unstructured, as 

though being undisciplined was synonymous for humility. A disciple is one who is disciplined. 

 

I'm not saying our salvation depends on our keeping a set of rules and if we fail we lose our 

salvation. I'm not discussing salvation; I'm talking about our spiritual growth. Indeed, Christ's 

Great Commission to the church is that we make converts out of sinners and disciples out of 

converts. How do we become disciples? By obeying all that Jesus taught (Matt. 28:20 NIV). 

 

You ask, "How can I obey everything Jesus taught?" Frankly, you won't. But you can set your 

heart toward laying a sure foundation in your life. So set goals and study to show yourself 

approved. If you stumble, get back up. If you get discouraged, then take courage. The Scripture 

says that even a righteous man (or woman) falls seven times, but the Lord upholds his hand. 

 

Of course there are times when we need to be loved and healed. I'm not legalistic; I'm realistic. 

 

When I speak of spiritual foundations, I'm talking about old attitudes being excavated from our 

souls and Christlike attitudes structured. Trusting in ourselves must go; trusting in Christ must be 

established. Pride must be uprooted; true humility established. Worry, fear and sin must go and 

prayer must be established. 

 

You see, God calls us to walk as redeemers, not critics. We are to pattern our lives after the 

example of Christ. It is Christ Himself living in us, transforming our hearts, who is the sure and 

perfect foundation. 

 

The vision of becoming Christlike should be both the focus of leaders and the goal for those in 

ministry. Christ is the unshakeable foundation from the beginning of time. (see Gen. 1:26-27 and 
Rom. 8:28-29). 
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Importance of Walking With God 

Enoch and Noah Walked with God 

Did you know that of all the great people of faith in the Bible, only two are have said to 

“walk with God?” 

Only Enoch and Noah earned that distinction. Genesis 5:24 and 6:9- “Enoch walked with 

God” and “Noah was a righteous man, blameless among the people of his time, and he 

walked with God.” 

Don’t let these two great men discourage you in your own personal walk. We know they are 

human, and therefore, even they were not without sin. 

We can improve our own walk by learning what made them so exceptional. 

What Walking with God is Not 

Walking with God is not merely following a set of rules. We know we can never live up to 

that. We fail daily. It is not by putting yourself first. It is not looking at the things of the 

world around us to give us peace and contentment. 

Adam and Eve Walked with God 

God shows us what he desires in our walk with him starting with Adam and Eve.  God would 

walk with them “in the garden in the cool of the day” for the purpose of fellowship and 

enjoyment. They actually took a physical walk together- they were speaking together and 

sharing thoughts. I like to daydream about how that would feel. God walking by my side, 

asking me how my day went, pointing out a gorgeous plant or flower, and encouraging and 

teaching me. 

How can we recreate that personal, active relationship in our lives today? 

He desires it for you and me as much as he did for Adam and Eve. 

Enoch Walked with God 

“When Enoch had lived 65 years, he became the father of Methuselah. And after he became 

the father of Methuselah, Enoch walked with God 300 years…” Gen 5:21-22. We’re not sure 

why Enoch made the decision to devote his life to walking with God. It seems to coincide 

with the birth of his son. Whatever the reason, it was a decision. 

Have you made a conscious decision to devote yourself to daily walking with God? 

Hebrews 11:5 says that Enoch “pleased God.” He didn’t do this through works or his 

preaching but through faith. This wasn’t a shrug of the shoulders, “yes, of course, I believe, 
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kind of faith”, but a complete and total faith and trust in God.  He lived his life obedient to 

God.   Above all things, he cared most about pleasing God. 

How much of your day is devoted to walking with God and living a life pleasing to Him? 

How Noah Walked with God 

He lived a godly, faith-filled life while being surrounded by a very evil world. Noah showed 

his complete trust in God’s word to him. In faith, Noah built a gigantic ark in an area that was 

completely landlocked! He did everything that God asked of him. Noah was obedient and 

completely faithful even though the circumstances seemed ridiculous to those around him. 

How do you show your complete trust in God in your life? How do you answer God 

when he asks you to do something for him? 

God is always trying to draw us closer to him. ♥ He wholeheartedly desires to walk with us 

daily! He wants your life to be transformed into a joyful relationship with him regardless of 

the circumstances we live in. 

Do you daily (hourly?) tell God your concerns, hopes, dreams, struggles, and thanks? 

Are you consistently asking for his direction and timing? 

 How Can I Walk with God? 

Enoch and Noah pleased God with their absolute and constant faith in him. They had loving, 

trusting, and humble spirits and lived their lives seeking the will of God.  Likewise, we need 

to cultivate those same attributes in our everyday lives. 

I’m starting out by doing an assessment of the highlighted questions above.  Then I can 

evaluate the areas that need improvement.  I’ve started with simply asking God each morning 

to help me remember to walk with him more closely, and ending my day by discussing how 

the day went.  It’s been very eye-opening! 

One last thing about these two men stands out to me. They appeared different from other 

people around them. We see this aspect of Godly living in the New Testament as well. 

“When they (the Sanhedrin) saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they were 

unschooled, ordinary men, they were astonished and they took note that these men had been 

with Jesus.” Acts 4:13 

Walking with God means aligning ourselves with his will. 

We won’t ever be perfect, but we can work on making our heart’s desire to be pleasing to 

God. When we walk with him, we can’t drag along our bad life choices and habits. When we 

are aligned with his will, we don’t want to! God’s ways will be reflected in our thoughts, 

actions, and choices. 

Benefits of Walking with God 
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If we are daily walking with God in close communion with him, those around us cannot help 

but see, that even though we are just “unschooled, ordinary” people with flaws and personal 

issues, we stand out. We should act different and shine brighter. 

The longer we walk closely with God, the better we will know him. He will continually open 

our eyes to his will. We won’t have the hundreds of years that Enoch and Noah had, but His 

Spirit in us will reveal his wisdom and purpose. 

Really, what’s not to love about this walk??! My prayer for myself and for you is that we 

remember each day to give more moments over to taking His hand, asking Him for wisdom 

and guidance, pouring out our concerns to Him, and thanking Him for his goodness, love, and 

mercy. 

“…Walk in a manner worthy of the Lord and please him in every way; bearing fruit in every 

good work and growing in the knowledge of God…”  Colossians 1:10 

The Joy of Walking with God 

Christians enjoy the inestimable privilege of walking with God. As we proceed through life, 

we do so in fellowship with the Creator and Sustainer of all that is. We enjoy a relationship of 

true familiarity and intimacy. God pleads with us to tell him our cares and to make known to 

him our concerns, and he carries those burdens on our behalf. We, in turn, plead for his 

wisdom and guidance and he graciously gives it to us. There is no better way to live.  

The Christian’s walk is one of close fellowship with God and earnest obedience to God. 

The Christian’s walk is one of close fellowship with God and earnest obedience to God. Here 

are some of the joys we receive in this walk. 

Walking with God pleases God. The person who walks with God declares to the world whose 

company he loves most. His fellowship with the Father brings glory to the Father. He, like 

Enoch, will be “commended as having pleased God” (Hebrews 11:5). 

Walking with God has evangelistic appeal. Peter tells wives to walk closely with God so 

their ungodly husbands may be “won without a word” (1 Peter 3:1). Many Christians can 

attest that the first appeal of the Christian faith was not the message of the gospel but another 

Christian’s fellowship with God through the gospel. 

Walking with God silences adversaries. Peter insists that the good works we do will “silence 

the ignorance of foolish people” (1 Peter 2:15). Religious hypocrisy makes a mockery of the 

gospel but holy living makes the gospel shine bright. It is a joy when the only charge an 

unbeliever can bring against a Christian is his holiness. 

Walking with God is a pleasant way to live. Solomon says of wisdom that “her ways are 

ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are peace” (Proverbs 3:17). We experience the 

supernatural pleasantness of communion with God when we walk closely with him. 

https://www.challies.com/articles/the-joy-of-walking-with-god/
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A commoner feels blessed that he walks with the king; a Christian feels blessed that he walks 

with God. 

Walking with God is honorable. A commoner feels blessed that he walks with the king; a 

Christian feels blessed that he walks with God. There is no greater dignity a mortal man can 

experience than fellowship with God himself. It is the most honorable way to live. 

Walking with God leads to rest. People who walk in their sin experience no rest in this life or 

the life to come. Yet to those who flee their sin, Jesus promises “you will find rest for your 

souls” for “my yoke is easy, and my burden is light” (Matthew 11:29-30). In Christ we find 

rest now and in eternity. 

Walking with God is safe. Walking in the way of sin is like walking along the edge of a cliff. 

The unrepentant sinner is always standing on the brink of a bottomless pit, and the smallest 

nudge from death will send him tumbling. Yet those who walk in godliness and wisdom 

receive this promise: “Then you will walk on your way securely, and your foot will not 

stumble” (Proverbs 3:23). 

Walking with God makes death sweet. There is nothing that will ease death like a close walk 

with God. Walking with God never harms us but only helps us. No Christian will come to the 

grave regretting that he has prayed too much, been too holy, or walked with God too closely. 

To the contrary, he will regret that he has not spent more time with God, grown to greater 

holiness, and prayed with greater frequency and fervency. 

Walking with God teaches us the mind of God. Friends who walk together share their secrets 

with one another. Noah walked with God and learned of God’s plan to destroy the world; 

Abraham walked with God and learned of his plan to make him into a great nation. God 

reveals himself and his will to those who spend time with him. It is what friends do! 

Walking with God keeps us from being abandoned by God. Those who walk with God will 

never be left by him. God may withdraw a sense of his presence for a time to teach us to cry 

out for him, but he will never leave altogether or for too long. As God said to Isaiah, “‘In 

overflowing anger for a moment I hid my face from you, but with everlasting love I will have 

compassion on you,’ says the LORD, your Redeemer” (Isaiah 54:8). 

CULTIVATING A PERSONAL WALK WITH GOD 

Walking with God is a personal, individual decision you make in a community of 

other believers or non-believers. Not walking with God is also a personal decision. If 

you want to walk with God, you don’t need others’ decision; only your decision is 

important. Joshua aptly said, “So fear the Lord and serve him wholeheartedly. Put 

away forever the idols your ancestors worshiped when they lived beyond the 

Euphrates River and in Egypt. Serve the Lord alone.  

But if you refuse to serve the Lord, then choose today whom you will serve. 

Would you prefer the gods your ancestors served beyond the Euphrates? Or will 

it be the gods of the Amorites in whose land you now live? But as for me and my 
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family, we will serve the Lord” (Joshua 24:14-15 NLT). His mind was made up; he 

couldn’t care what others’ decisions were. 

Walking with God means living a life that pleases the Lord. It means living in 

obedience to the will of God. It also means walking in close fellowship with God. 

It wasn’t only Joshua in the Bible who worked with God. There were other people 

whose lives we can learn from.  All of them took the personal decision to walk with 

God. Let me mention a few here. 

i. Enoch walked with God. “When Enoch was 65 years old, he became the father 

of Methuselah. After the birth of Methuselah, Enoch lived in close fellowship 

with God for another 300 years, and he had other sons and daughters. Enoch 

lived 365 years, walking in close fellowship with God. Then one day he 

disappeared, because God took him” (Genesis 5:21-24 NLT). 

That phrase walking in close fellowship with God in that scripture is rendered walking 

with God in some Bible translations. So walking with God is walking in close 

fellowship with God. Notice that Enoch so walked in close fellowship with God that 

God didn’t allow him to taste death.  He was not allowed to leave this earth the natural 

way human beings depart. He just disappeared one day. 

ii. Noah walked with God. “But Noah found favor in the eyes of the LORD. This 

is the account of Noah. Noah was a righteous man, blameless among the people of 

his time, and he walked with God” (Genesis 6:8-9 NIV). It wasn’t easy for Noah 

but he took the decision still. He was the odd man out. The Bible tells us the condition 

in his society then:  

“The LORD saw how great man’s wickedness on the earth had become, and that 

every inclination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil all the time” (Genesis 

6:5 NIV). Genesis 6:11-12 gives us more information on that so nobody will have 

any excuse not to walk in close fellowship with God: “Now the earth was corrupt in 

God’s sight and was full of violence. God saw how corrupt the earth had become, 

for all the people on earth had corrupted their ways” (NIV). No matter what 

others do, you can decide to walk with God. 

iii. Joseph walked with God. His walk with God made him not to do what would 

displease God. Joseph told Mrs. Potiphar who seduced him to sleep with her: “My 

master trusts me with everything in his entire household. No one here has more 

authority than I do. He has held back nothing from me except you, because you 

are his wife. How could I do such a wicked thing? It would be a great sin against 

God” (Genesis 39:8-9 NLT). Because he walked with God, the Bible says God was 

also with him. “The LORD was with Joseph and he prospered, and he lived in the 
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house of his Egyptian master” (Genesis 39:2 NIV). When you walk with God, you 

will enjoy His presence in every situation. 

iv. Abraham walked with God. Because Abraham walked so much with God, he 

was called the friend of God. “Are You not our God, who drove out the 

inhabitants of this land before Your people Israel, and gave it to the descendants 

of Abraham Your friend forever?” (2 Chronicles 20:7 NKJV). You can’t be called 

somebody’s friend except you walk with him.  

In fact, when God was going to destroy Sodom and Gomorrah, God asked, “Should I 

hide my plan from Abraham?…For Abraham will become a great and mighty 

nation, and all the nations of the earth will be blessed through him.I have singled 

him out so that he will direct his sons and their families to keep the way of the 

LORD and do what is right and just. Then I will do for him all that I have 

promised” (Genesis 18:17-19 NLT). God and Abraham were that so close that 

Abraham could negotiate with Him the terms for the destruction of Sodom and 

Gomorrah. They were friends! 

Abraham was 75 years old when he set out of Haran to obey God after the death of his 

father, Terah (Genesis 12:4). And in Gen 17:1, God told him “walk before me and 

be thou perfect.” 

Your name can be added to this list if you will make a personal decision today that 

notwithstanding what others do or don’t do, notwithstanding the mistakes you have 

made in the past, notwithstanding your previous failed decisions, you will take a fresh 

decision now and walk with God. 

Abraham left Haran to finally obey God at 75 years, leaving his country, his people 

and his father’s household to go to the land God wanted to show him. Are you up to 

75 years? It is unlikely, and let us assume you are, God has not shut against you the 

door of close fellowship with Him.  

He is eager and willing to receive you. “When Abram was ninety-nine years old, 

the LORD appeared to him and said, ‘I am God Almighty; walk before me and 

be blameless’” (Genesis 17:1 NIV). That was when Abraham was 99 years old, 24 

years after he left Haran in obedience to God. I have asked myself many times what 

God thought Abraham had been doing since. Our walk with Him on earth can never 

finish; it must be continuous and become better. 

Are you up to 99 years yet? I’m not sure you are. But whatever your age is, God wants 

you to come into fellowship with him. Will you take that decision today? First, you 

need to admit that you are a sinner and you cannot save yourself and believe that Jesus 

is the Son of God who died on the cross shedding his blood to save you and 
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resurrected from the dead the third day. You need to confess him as your Savior and 

Lord. That is what is meant by being born again. Will you do that right away? It’s the 

best decision you can ever make. I congratulate you if you have taken that decision. 

Steps to Close Fellowship with God 

The Greek word for fellowship is koinonia which means partnership, intercourse, 

communication, communion, distribution. And this, in this context, the koinonia is 

between God and man. What are the steps to walking in close fellowship with God? 

1.Deny yourself (self denial) and follow God. If you’re going to walk in close 

fellowship with God, you must take your cross daily and follow Him. That means you 

deny yourself. You can’t have your cake and eat it. “Then Jesus said to his disciples, 

‘If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and 

follow me. 

For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me 

will find it’” (Matthew 16:24-25 NIV). Mark 8:34-35 and Luke 9:23-24 say the 

same thing. Carrying your cross daily and following him means that you don’t allow 

your problems, negative circumstances and the challenges of life you’re facing to stop 

you or hinder you from walking with the Lord.  

You’ll always experience these things at one point or the other in your journey in life 

whether you sin or not; they’re your regular companion! I love the way C.S Lewis put 

it. He said, “We are mistaken if we consider this world as some sort of grand hotel 

where our purposes is to find unending pleasure. We should never think that pain is 

unusual or extraordinary. Instead, we should see this world as a training ground for 

eternity.” That is the truth. 

2. Consecrate yourself .To walk with God, you must consecrate yourself to holy 

living. “Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your 

bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God-this is your spiritual act of 

worship. Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be 

transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and 

approve what God’s will is-his good, pleasing and perfect will” (Romans 12:1-2 

NIV). God hates sin though He loves the sinner. 

Holiness must become your watchword if you want to walk with the Lord. Make sure 

you don’t soil your clothes. “Yet there are some in the church in Sardis who have 

not soiled their clothes with evil. They will walk with me in white, for they are 

worthy” (Revelation 3:4 NLT). In Zechariah 3, Joshua, a priest of God was resisted 

by satan and could not minister because he was wearing a filthy garment. The filthy 
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garment had to be removed and he was given a change of raiment, an honorable 

garment. 

Fear God. Reverence for God is a necessary requirement in walking with God. God is 

a good, loving, caring and compassionate God but whoever will walk with Him must 

have His fear because God is also a consuming fire. “For the LORD your God is a 

consuming fire, a jealous God” (Deuteronomy 4:24 NIV). Hebrews 12:29 says the 

same thing. If you’ll not reverence the Lord, you’re not ready to walk with Him. 

“Observe the commands of the LORD your God, walking in his ways and 

revering him” (Deuteronomy 8:6 NIV). You must walk in the fear of the Lord 

(Nehemiah 5:9). Joshua said, “Now fear the LORD and serve him with all 

faithfulness…” (Joshua 24:14 NIV). 

The Bible says the fear of the Lord is the instruction of wisdom (Proverbs 15:33). 

The Bible also says the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom/knowledge 

(Psalm 111:10; Proverbs 1:7, 9:10). Conversely, the lack of fear of the Lord is 

foolishness; the lack of fear of the Lord is the beginning of foolishness. Proverbs 

16:6 tells us that it is the fear of the LORD that makes us to depart from evil. It was 

this fear that was in Joseph when he said, “How then can I do this great wickedness, 

and sin against God?” (Genesis 39:9 KJV) 

4. Maintain unbroken fellowship with the Holy Spirit. Walking with God is only 

possible by the help of the Spirit of God. Therefore you need to fellowship with the 

Spirit of God to be able to walk with God because indeed there is no difference 

between God and the Holy Spirit. No one knows the mind of God as much as the 

Spirit of God and he is the only one that can convey the mind of God to us (1 

Corinthians 2:11). 

You must live by the Spirit. “So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify 

the desires of the sinful nature. For the sinful nature desires what is contrary to 

the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the sinful nature. They are in 

conflict with each other, so that you do not do what you want. But if you are led 

by the Spirit, you are not under law” (Galatians 5:16-18 NIV). Verse 25 also talks 

of walking in the spirit. God is a Spirit and you can only walk with Him in the Spirit 

(John 4:24). “Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be 

filled with the Spirit” (Ephesians 5:18 NIV). 

You can’t walk with God without a vibrant prayer life. You must regularly spend time 

with God in prayer. You also need to pray in the Holy Ghost (Jude 20).   Constant 

prayer was Jesus’ lifestyle – he prayed both privately and publicly. With the story of 

the persistent widow, Jesus taught the need for constant prayer and to never give up 

(Luke 18:1).  Daniel prayed three times a day giving thanks before his God (Dan 

6:10).  How often do you pray? 
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Learn to wait upon the Lord. Isaiah 40:30-31 says, “Even the youths shall faint and 

be weary, and the young men shall utterly fall: But they that wait upon the 

LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they 

shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint” (KJV). With the 

help of the Holy Spirit, stand upon your watch in prayer and quietness of spirit to hear 

what the Lord will tell you (Habakkuk 2:1 KJV).  

Jim Eliot hit the nail on the head when he said many years ago: “I think the devil has 

made it his business to monopolize on three elements. Noise, hurry, and crowds. 

Satan is quite aware of the power of silence.” In quietness and in confidence is your 

strength (Isaiah 30:15). 

Whatever junction you are in life at the moment and no matter your mistakes in the 

past, you can start a new walk with God today; you can improve your walk with God. 

God is a merciful God, and He’ll help us in Jesus’ name. 

5. Treasure the word of God. Treasure the Word of God enough to read it, study it, 

meditate on it, confess it and obey it. Job 23:12 says, “I have not departed from the 

commandment of His lips; I have treasured the words of His mouth more than 

my necessary food” (NKJV). 

You can’t be a friend to somebody you treat his words with levity. The importance 

you attach to somebody’s word shows the regard you have for him. The Word of God 

is a lamp unto your feet and a light unto your path (Psalm 119:105). Study and 

mediate on the Word. “Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your mouth; 

meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written 

in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful” (Joshua 1:8 NIV).  

Studying and meditating on the Word of God helps you to renew your mind from 

worldly influence past, present and future. “Do not conform any longer to the 

pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then 

you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is-his good, pleasing and 

perfect will” (Romans 12:2 NIV). Meditating on the Word of God and obeying it is a 

sure way to be blessed in your walk with God. Psalm 119:1 says, “Blessed are the 

undefiled in the way, who walk in the law of the LORD” (KJV).  

The Bible says if you are willing and obedient, you shall eat the good (best) of the 

land  (Isaiah 1:19). The converse is also true. The Word of God in your heart will 

make you not to sin against him (Psalm 119:11). I cannot but refer to what God’s 

servant, D. L. Moody said, “The Bible will keep you from sin, or sin will keep you 

from the Bible.” 
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Develop a healthy church life. Walking with God is a personal decision but we need 

other believers in this journey. Hebrews 10:25 says not to forsake the assembling 

together of saints. Only those planted in the house of God will flourish (Psalm 92:13). 

Avoid businesses and crowded schedule that keep you away from church. Don’t be 

here and there. Don’t be busy here and there like the prophet said in 1Kings 20:40 

such that you don’t have time for God. You’ll sooner or later discover your utmost 

need of Him and discover that you’ve gone too far away from him. The church equips 

us to walk with God. 

Busyness is not the same thing as business! Don’t crowd God out of your life. Not 

going to church on Sundays regularly is a manifestation of a sick life. Are you wiser 

than God who said the Sabbath day should be kept holy? It used to be observed 

sundown on Friday to sundown on Saturday in the Old Testament but after the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ believers began to observe it on Sundays. 

The Sunday Sabbath is just one of the Sabbaths a child of God ought to observe. Your 

life, home, business, etc. cannot be healthy if you keep violating God’s instruction on 

the Sabbath. Keep the Sunday Sabbath holy; go to church to worship with other 

believers. Someone has rightly said,   “Seven days without a Sabbath makes one 

weak.”  Another person also made a similar statement: “Seven days without God 

makes one weak.”  You’re going to be a weak Christian if you don’t observe the 

Sunday-Sabbath or fellowship with God. Be planted in a living church where your 

life, home, family, destiny, business, etc. will receive constant flow of the river of the 

Spirit; that is how to flourish. 

Live a life of faith. The righteous will live by his faith (Habakkuk 2:4 NIV). You 

need faith to walk with God. “But without faith it is impossible to please him: for 

he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them 

that diligently seek him” (Hebrews 11:6 KJV). God is spirit; you can’t see Him 

with your physical eyes (John 4:24). You can only walk with Him by faith, and you 

can only please Him by faith. Abraham, the friend of God walked with Him by faith, 

all of those mentioned in Hebrews 11 walked with Him by faith and that is the only 

way to walk with Him. Paul explains it thus: “For we walk by faith, not by sight” (2 

Corinthians 5:7 KJV). 

Look away from the crowd or people. Though we need each other and one another 

as I’ve said before, this truth must be balanced. In your walk with God, don’t let what 

others do or don’t do influence you negatively. You’re responsible for your actions. 

You’ll also ultimately bear the consequences of your action. 

Romans 14:12 says everyone shall give account of himself to God. People can help 

your walk and they can sometimes hinder your walk. The latter is not an excuse not to 

walk with God.  Joshua and Caleb walked with God wholeheartedly despite the choice 

of the other ten spies to live a life of unbelief. They had another spirit, a different 
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spirit from others (Numbers 14:24). That is why they brought back a good report; 

they didn’t see themselves as grasshoppers like the rest but said they were well able to 

possess the land. 

Noah walked with God in spite of the wickedness of the people of his days (Genesis 

6:8-12). Hear Paul’s expression of his single-mindedness: “But when God, who set 

me apart from birth and called me by his grace, was pleased to reveal his Son in 

me so that I might preach him among the Gentiles, I did not consult any man” 

(Galatians 1:15-16 NIV). 

9. Submit to the spiritual leadership God has placed over you. Paul said to the 

Thessalonians: “Finally, brothers, we instructed you how to live in order to please 

God, as in fact you are living. Now we ask you and urge you in the Lord Jesus to 

do this more and more” (1 Thessalonians 4:1 NIV). Godly leadership can help you 

to develop a personal walk with God as Paul did in the scripture you’ve just read. 

Submit to the instructions of leaders meant to make you live a life that pleases the 

Lord. He says again in Colossians 2:6-7: “So then, just as you received Christ 

Jesus as Lord, continue to live in him, rooted and built up in him, strengthened 

in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness” (NIV). Walk 

in the truth that you’ve been taught (3 John 4). 

But you must understand that leaders are human beings, and not God. The failure of a 

leader either in his leadership style or morally should not stop you from following the 

Lord. The best you can do is to stop following him but keep following the Lord. Don’t 

go to hell fire over the failure of a leader that may later amend his way with the Lord 

while you continue to hold against him whatever wrong he has committed. No one is 

perfect including you and the leader. 

You may not forgive him but God will. The truth is the devil is after the failure of 

leaders more than that of their followers. That is not to excuse any leader’s moral 

failure. Like Rick Warren said, “The closer you grow to God, the more satan will try 

to tempt you” 

Paul says, “Join with others in following my example, brothers, and take note of 

those who live according to the pattern we gave you. For, as I have often told you 

before and now say again even with tears, many live as enemies of the cross of 

Christ. Their destiny is destruction, their god is their stomach, and their glory is 

in their shame. Their mind is on earthly things” (Philippians 3:17-19 NIV). 

Follow only leaders with godly lifestyle; move away from ungodly examples, leaders 

who habitually live in sin – that is what Paul is saying here. 
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10. Don’t be complacent. If you’ll walk with the Lord, you must always forget the 

past and move forward. Don’t be too impressed by your spiritual exploits! Paul, after 

several years of walking with the Lord, was still not impressed about his own record 

of performance, the sacrifice, etc.  

He said he had not achieved anything but was pressing forward. “I want to know 

Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his 

sufferings, becoming like him in his death, and so, somehow, to attain to the 

resurrection from the dead.  

Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already been made perfect, but 

I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. Brothers, I 

do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting 

what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to 

win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.  

All of us who are mature should take such a view of things. And if on some point 

you think differently, that too God will make clear to you. Only let us live up to 

what we have already attained” (Philippians 3:10-16 NIV).  

Keep moving ahead walking with God. Don’t get carried away by whatever spiritual 

experience you have had. Today’s experience will be inferior to what God wants to 

show you tomorrow. Don’t have a sense of arrival. It is not yet time to retire. Until the 

rapture, you must keep yourself in constant fellowship with God. To relax is to begin 

to backslide. Don’t forget it was 24 years after Abraham left Haran in obedience to 

God’s call that he told him “…I am God Almighty; walk before me and be 

blameless” (Genesis 17:1 NIV). Our walk with God is a continuous one. 

God did not put us here on earth to live our lives independent of Him. He created you 

and me for fellowship. He wants us to walk with Him. Do not see God just as a 

problem solver you run to only when you have a problem. Come into intimate 

fellowship with Him today. It shall be well with you in Jesus’ name. 
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TAKE ACTION!  

If you’re not born again, you need to give your life to Jesus. I urge you to take the 

following steps:*Admit you’re a sinner and you can’t save yourself and repent of 

your sins. *Confess Jesus as your Lord and Saviour. *Renounce your past way of 

life – your relationship with the devil and his works. *Invite Jesus into your life. 

*As a mark of seriousness to mature in the faith, start to attend a Bible-believing, 

Bible -teaching church. There you will be taught how to grow in the Kingdom of 

God. 

Kindly say this prayer now: “0 Lord God, I come unto you today. I know I am a 

sinner and I cannot save myself. I believe that Jesus is the Son of God who died on 

the cross to save me and resurrected the third day. I confess Jesus as my Lord and 

Saviour and surrender my life to him today. I invite Jesus into my heart today. By 

this prayer, I know I am saved. Thank you Jesus for saving me and making me a 

child of God”  

No Limits to the Spirit’s Work 

 

On Fire with the Holy Spirit 

Our Identity in Christ 

What is a Christian? A simple question I know, but if I went around the room there would 

likely be many different answers, usually focused on particular things that a Christian does, but 

my question is more about the Christian himself; how is a Christian different from an 

unbeliever? You may have grown up in a church environment in which you had little 

knowledge of the Scriptures and no real understanding of the person of Christ and His claims 

of eternal life. If that is the case, you may have been disillusioned as to what you perceived as 

a religion, thinking that you had tried that, been there, and it did not hold any relevance for you 

or do you any good. 

 I have listened to many such people recount their religious experiences as cold, shallow, and 

not making any positive difference in their life. When I hear a story like that, I know that they 

could not have met the Lord Jesus Christ! The difference between a Christian and a non-

Christian is that they have received the gift of life from the Lord Jesus the day they believed. 

This new life has come because the Spirit of God is now living within you if you are a believer 

and have entrusted your life to Christ. 

 It is possible to become “inoculated” to true biblical Christianity by receiving a “shot of 

religion,” the enemy of our souls gives us a vaccine that produces immunity to the real thing. 

When we grow up in a religious environment that is devoid of knowledge about what God has 

done for us through the death and resurrection of Christ, we do not get the true picture. Often 

people do not understand about the New Birth and baptism into the Body of Christ. We are like 

versions of Clark Kent with Kryptonite wrapped around our minds disabling us to understand 

the power that is available to us. Every Christian has incredible power at their disposal, but for 
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many of us, our thoughts are restrained from seeing our potential in Christ. This strategy is a 

widespread tactic of the enemy and one he uses to keep God's people from walking in the power 

of their identity in Christ. When we do not understand the authority we have as God's children, 

we abdicate that power and settle for lives that are far less than what we could be experiencing. 

We are like the landowner in Texas during the Great Depression who went through years of 

poverty only to find out that great oilfields were under his feet, I don’t think his name was Jed 

Clampett though.  Great wealth and resources were on his land, and he did not know it, but all 

he had to do was go deep. As a pastor, I come across many people whom I feel could be used 

a great deal more by God than used at present.   

Unused potential is widespread in America. I have often thought that it would be wonderful to 

get some ordinary Christians like many of us, to a different country where God is on the move. 

I would like to see us launched into needy situations where you can’t depend on yourselves but 

God who wants to be your only resource. What amazing stories you would have! 

 When I was just a young believer and leading a house church, a pastor of a regular church in 

a town 30 miles from me had been encouraged to invite me to speak at his evening service. 

When I arrived on his doorstep a couple of hours before the meeting, he was visibly shocked 

by how young and small I was. His chin hit the floor when he realized I was his guest speaker 

for the evening church service. He was shocked as he looked down at me when he came to the 

door. He was surprised at my youth, saying, "but you are so young!" I replied, “I am trying to 

get old, but it takes time.”  

Don’t be put off and think that God cannot use you because of your youth or because of a lack 

of experience. Walking with God happens when we take one step at a time, and He can use 

whomever He chooses. David, Jeremiah, and Timothy were all young when God began using 

them. We tend to believe that God only uses the wise and knowledgeable, but it is not true. 

God wants His power to flow through us whatever our age or background. It’s not about what 

we know or how much wisdom we have acquired; God loves to use those who are just babies 

in their new faith. 

CONCLUSION 

We live in a day when God wants to use ordinary people like you and me, if only we will 

believe and not put any limits on what God can or can’t do. Roger Bannister, the record-

breaking runner, completed something that seemed impossible at one time. He ran a mile in 

less than four minutes. Other runners thought that it was impossible for a man to run that fast. 

Once Bannister proved that it could be done, guess what happened, the next year 37 other 

runners broke the four-minute mile! The following year three hundred others also ran the mile 

under four minutes. What happened? The measurement of time did not change. The only thing 

that changed was that other runners believed that what was possible could be accomplished. 

We are the ones who put limits on what God can do in us and through us. Our biggest problem 

to living a life in step with the Spirit and moving in His power is ourselves: 


