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INTRODUCTION 

He has made known to us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth 

in Christ, {10} as a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven 

and things on earth. (Ephesians 1:9-10, NRSV)  

What is the secret purpose of God? What is his plan? Does it make sense to ask what the purpose 

of creation is? If there is any point to it, can it be known? Has God revealed his purpose? How? 

Is it given to us to know? Can we work to discover God's plan and purpose? It is different for 

different people, or are all people part of the one plan? Paul and his fellow Christians in the early 

days of the church certainly believed that there was a plan and that God had made it known to 

them. They believed that the purpose had been secret, but now it was revealed. And what was 

that purpose? It is was to gather up all things into a unity in Christ -- to gather up all things in 

him -- and that not only things in this earth, but things in heaven and things on earth (Ephesians 

1:10). I usually quote the New Revised Standard Version, but on this test, the Revised English 

Bible translation puts it more clearly perhaps: 

 He has made known to us his secret purpose, in accordance with the plan which he 

determined beforehand in Christ, to be put into effect when the time was ripe: namely 

that the universe, everything in heaven and on earth, might be brought into a unity in 

Christ. [Ephesians 1:9-10, REB] 

The mystery of his will (NRSV) or his secret purpose (BEB) had been hidden before it was 

revealed in Christ. Elsewhere, Paul referred to a plan that had been hidden for long ages with 

God which he was called to make known: to make everyone see what is the plan of the mystery 

hidden for ages in God who created all things; (Ephesians 3:9). He referred to it on a number of 

occasions in several of his letters. For example: 

 But we speak God's wisdom, secret and hidden, which God decreed before the ages for 

our glory. (1 Corinthians 2:7) 

 I became its servant according to God's commission that was given to me for you, to 

make the word of God fully known, {26} the mystery that has been hidden throughout 

the ages and generations but has now been revealed to his saints.(Colossians 1:25-26) 

 I want their hearts to be encouraged and united in love, so that they may have all the 

riches of assured understanding and have the knowledge of God's mystery, that is, Christ 

himself, {3} in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. (Colossians 

2:2-3)  

Jesus himself had spoken of the hidden secrets of God which were being made known.  

 "If you, even you, had only recognized on this day the things that make for peace! But 

now they are hidden from your eyes. (Luke 19:42) 
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It was as though it was in code. Indeed, the Greek word for hidden here is krypto from which we 

have the English word cryptic, meaning secret or mysterious, and we "encrypt" messages we 

wish to keep secret. Luke, when telling of how the teaching of Jesus was often not understood, 

comments 

 But they understood nothing about all these things; in fact, what he said was hidden from 

them, and they did not grasp what was said. (Luke 18:34) 

Jesus described the kingdom of heaven as like a hidden treasure 

 "The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid; 

then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. (Matthew 13:44) 

Jesus even rejoiced that the secrets were hidden from the wise and revealed to the simple: 

 At that same hour Jesus rejoiced in the Holy Spirit and said, "I thank you, Father, Lord of 

heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent 

and have revealed them to infants; yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. (Luke 

10:21) 

But it was the task of his disciples at mission to make the secret known: 

 "No one after lighting a lamp hides it under a jar, or puts it under a bed, but puts it on a 

lampstand, so that those who enter may see the light. {17} For nothing is hidden that will 

not be disclosed, nor is anything secret that will not become known and come to light. 

(Luke 8:16-17) 

Why was it hidden? What made it hard to see? How was it that the disciples of Jesus were able to 

see it?  

Did God hide his purpose to deprive people of knowledge for any good reason? Satan suggested 

that God might have done so when he tempted Eve in the garden. Remember the tree of 

knowledge, the fruit of which Satan suggested would make them like God; but that was a trick, 

for the knowledge was of both good and evil, and knowing both good and evil meant knowing 

through personal experience which would have its unfortunate consequences. There in no 

message in scripture that God hid what would be useful to people until they worked hard enough 

or were clever enough to discover it for themselves. God does not play games like that. There are 

religions based on the idea that secret knowledge about spiritual things is to be discovered by 

human effort or discipline, but the attitude of scripture is rather that what is for our good is made 

available to us freely by God's grace. There might be a clue in the garden of Eden story, 

nevertheless. Trying to outsmart God is not the way to useful knowledge of things that matter. 

Indeed, people were to learn that rather than competing with God, as Satan encouraged them to 

do, they would do better if they would co-operate with God and seek to do his will. It was in 

such a relationship of trust that the truth about God's great secret was to be revealed. As Jesus 

said, it was to be given not so much to the wise as to those with simple faith, like the trust of a 
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child -- you have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to 

infants. Or as Paul wrote to the Corinthians 

 Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by human 

standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. {27} But God chose 

what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to 

shame the strong; (1 Corinthians 1:26-27)  

Or as Paul said of himself: 

 When I came to you, brothers and sisters, I did not come proclaiming the mystery of God 

to you in lofty words or wisdom. {2} For I decided to know nothing among you except 

Jesus Christ, and him crucified. (1 Corinthians 2:1-2) 

So here is another clue: the mystery of God has to do with knowing Jesus Christ and if we follow 

what has been said it must be that personal kind of knowing that is like the trust of a child. We 

are talking about faith in terms that are familiar in normal human relationships. Then, in this faith 

in Christ, there is that foolishness of the cross. It is more than knowing Jesus as a great teacher 

from whom we might learn the secret of God's plan if we listen carefully and trust his word; it is 

more than that, because it has to do with what he did as well as what he taught, and it is focussed 

on what in human worldly terms must be the most foolish and unwise thing, to let oneself be 

killed as a criminal. According to the witness of the apostles, the secret of God's plan and 

purpose for us is to be found through faith in Christ crucified. How is that? 

First, we have learned a great deal if we have learned that the secret is revealed through faith in 

Jesus, the Christ. See how the gathering of things together in unity is related to faith. Remember 

the woman who reached out and touch his clothes whose act of faith we recalled in the gospel 

recently: 

 for she said, "If I but touch his clothes, I will be made well." {29} Immediately her 

haemorrhage stopped; and she felt in her body that she was healed of her disease. (Mark 

5:28-29)  

Remember what Jesus said to her. 

 He said to her, "Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in peace, and be healed of 

your disease." (Mark 5:34)  

When we were thinking about this we took note of how "being made well" and "going in peace" 

had the essential character of wholeness and that being made whole is the same thing as being 

saved. Through this faith in Christ we are made whole in body, mind and spirit, and we are 

restored to a good relationship with God. People then who are so reconciled with God are able to 

be reconciled with their neighbours. So all things are being brought into a unity in Christ. 
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The general fulfilment of the unity of humankind across all the barriers of race, language and 

nationality is demonstrated most in the way that Jesus changed the relationships between the 

Jews and the Gentiles. Paul summed up the message about God's mystery in those terms: 

 In former generations this mystery was not made known to humankind, as it has now 

been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: {6} that is, the Gentiles have 

become fellow heirs, members of the same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ 

Jesus through the gospel. (Ephesians 3:5-6) 

The mystery long hidden is now revealed in the process of reconciling people to God and to one 

another in the great work of Christ. It is the practical demonstration and the actual beginning in 

our lives of the fulfilment of God's plan for us. See the way things are gathered together in unity 

and made whole through his work. So you have the revelation  

 as a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven and 

things on earth. (Ephesians 1:10) 

 and through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or 

in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross. (Colossians 1:20) 

And the cross? Because it was there that sin, the futility of human pride, which separates people 

from God and from one another, did its worst and failed to defeat the love of God. God's purpose 

that his human creatures should achieve their potential to become children of God was to be 

fulfilled there in the foolishness of God's weakness. It was with that knowledge hidden from the 

wise because of their failure to trust in God alone that the apostles were able to share the great 

secret. God did have a purpose for us. His creation was being brought to completion through 

Christ: 

 (Ephesians 1:5-10) He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, 

according to the good pleasure of his will, {6} to the praise of his glorious grace that he 

freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. {7} In him we have redemption through his blood, 

the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace {8} that he lavished 

on us. With all wisdom and insight {9} he has made known to us the mystery of his will, 

according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, {10} as a plan for the fullness of 

time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. 

Is not knowledge of that purpose a great treasure? It is no small thing to know that the whole 

point of human history turns on that life lived by the man from Nazareth. Not only did he let out 

the secret, he actually made it happen. For this we love and worship him, Jesus Christ, our Lord 

and God. Amen. 
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Ephesians 3 – The Revealing of God’s Mystery 

A. God’s mystery and man’s place in it revealed. 

1. (1-5) Preface to the revelation of the mystery. 

For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for you Gentiles; if indeed you have 

heard of the dispensation of the grace of God which was given to me for you, how that by 

revelation He made known to me the mystery (as I have briefly written already, by which, 

when you read, you may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ), which in 

other ages was not made known to the sons of men, as it has now been revealed by the 

Spirit to His holy apostles and prophets: 

a. I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for you Gentiles: During his Roman imprisonment Paul 

was under house arrest. In the day he was free to move around the house with the supervision of 

soldiers, but every night he was chained to a soldier to make sure he did not escape before his 

trial before Caesar. Yet he saw himself as the prisoner of Jesus Christ. He knew that Jesus was 

the Lord of his life, not the Roman government, so if he was a prisoner, he was Jesus’ prisoner. 

b. For you Gentiles: The entire reason he was under arrest and awaiting trial was because of his 

missionary efforts on behalf of the Gentiles. 

i. Paul suffered for the very truth he would explain to the Ephesians, and this did not make him 

back down one bit. 

ii. The last thing Paul wanted was people to feel sorry for him because he was imprisoned. He 

wanted his readers to realize that it was a benefit for them that he was a prisoner. 

c. If indeed you have heard: This suggests Paul knew his particular calling to the Gentile world 

was well known among Gentile Christians. 

d. You have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God which was given to me for you: 

The word dispensation speaks of the “implemented strategy” of God’s plan in the church. “Here 

as in Ephesians 1:10, however, it is to be interpreted rather as the implementation of a strategy.” 

(Wood) 

i. “By the dispensation of the grace of God we may understand, either the apostolic office and 

gifts granted to St. Paul, for the purpose of preaching the Gospel among the Gentiles… or the 

knowledge which God gave him of that gracious and Divine plan which he had formed for the 

conversion of the Gentiles.” (Clarke) 

e. How that by revelation: Paul wanted them to know, “I’m not making this up. This isn’t my 

invention. God gave me the revelation and I am only His messenger of this truth.” It cost Paul a 

lot to hold on to this mystery, so he probably would not have made it up himself. 

https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=Ephesians+3&t=NKJV
https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=Ephesians+1.10&t=NKJV
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i. It is indeed amazing that God would take a Hebrew of the Hebrews, a Pharisee, and a 

persecutor of the church to be the main minister of the mystery, the mystery of the work of the 

gospel in bringing Jew and Gentile together into one new body. 

f. He made known to me the mystery: The principle Paul will describe is a mystery, yet it is 

known. However, it would never be known if God did not make it known. 

i. “In English a ‘mystery’ is something dark, obscure, secret, puzzling. What is ‘mysterious’ is 

inexplicable, even incomprehensible. The Greek word mysterion is different, however. Although 

still a ‘secret’, it is no longer closely guarded but open… More simply, mysterion is a truth 

hitherto hidden from human knowledge or understanding but now disclosed by the revelation of 

God.” (Stott) 

g. He made known to me the mystery: Paul did not hesitate to claim that the mystery he will 

reveal was given to him by revelation. But it was not given to only him by revelation. It was also 

given specifically to Peter by revelation (Acts 11:1-18), and it is consistent with prophecy in the 

Old Testament (such as Isaiah 49:6) and the specific words of Jesus (Acts 1:8). 

i. However, it seems that God used Paul to declare specifically how Jews and Gentiles would be 

joined together in one body of Christ. This was something hinted at through others, but only 

specifically detailed through Paul’s revelation. Paul trusted that his readers would understand 

what God revealed to him. 

h. Was not made known to the sons of men, as it now has been revealed: The nature of the 

union of Jews and Gentiles into this new body is the aspect that was not made known. In the 

Old Testament, the salvation of Gentiles in the Messiah is prophesied, the coming together of 

Jew and Gentile into the Church is never spoken of. 

2. (6-7) The mystery described. 

That the Gentiles should be fellow heirs, of the same body, and partakers of His promise in 

Christ through the gospel, of which I became a minister according to the gift of the grace of 

God given to me by the effective working of His power. 

a. That the Gentiles should be fellow heirs, of the same body: This describes the mystery itself 

– that believing Jews and believing Gentiles are joined together into one body of Christ, into one 

Church, and no longer separated before God as such. 

b. Partakers of His promise in Christ: The truth of this mystery means that Gentiles are now 

full partakers of His promise. This was a privilege no longer reserved only for the believing 

Jewish person. 

c. Through the gospel: This could only happen through the gospel, where all men have an 

equal standing in Jesus. This is the same gospel Paul is a servant of, because of the gift of grace 

given to him by the working of God’s power. 

https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=Acts+11.1-18&t=NKJV
https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=Isaiah+49.6&t=NKJV
https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=Acts+1.8&t=NKJV
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i. Paul says he is a minister, but that is a title of service, not exaltation. In classical literature of 

ancient Greece, the minister (diakonos) “is a table waiter who is always at the bidding of his 

customers.” (Wood) 

3. (8-9) Paul’s presentation of the mystery. 

To me, who am less than the least of all the saints, this grace was given, that I should 

preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, and to make all see what is 

the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the ages has been hidden in God 

who created all things through Jesus Christ; 

a. To me, who am less than the least of all the saints: Paul marveled at the grace given to him, 

by which he was called to preach the gospel that makes the mystery a reality. When we consider 

Paul’s personal history, we see that his calling really was all of grace. 

i. “But while Paul was thus thankful for his office, his success in it greatly humbled him. The 

fuller a vessel becomes the deeper it sinks in the water. A plenitude of grace is a cure for pride.” 

(Spurgeon) 

ii. “Preachers ought to grow in grace, for their very calling places them at a great advantage, 

since they are bound to search the Scriptures, and to be much in prayer. It is a choice mercy to be 

permitted to preach the gospel. I wish some of you would be ambitious of it, for earnest 

preachers are wanted.” (Spurgeon) 

b. That I should preach: The ancient Greek word translated “preach” literally means “to 

announce good news.” Paul’s preaching was simply the announcement of the good news of what 

God has done in Jesus. 

c. The unsearchable riches of Christ: This mystery is like great riches for the Gentiles. They 

can now come before God in a standing they could only dream of before. 

i. Paul tried to figure out the greatness of God’s grace, and started tracking it out as one might 

track out the shore of a lake. He soon discovered that it wasn’t a lake at all, but an ocean, an 

immeasurable sea. God’s riches are unsearchable; we will never know them completely. 

ii. “I am bold to tell you that my Master’s riches of grace are so unsearchable, that he delights to 

forgive and forget enormous sin; the bigger the sin the more glory to his grace. If you are over 

head and ears in debt, he is rich enough to discharge your liabilities. If you are at the very gates 

of hell, he is able to pluck you from the jaws of destruction.” (Spurgeon) 

d. To make all see what is the fellowship of the mystery: Having been entrusted with such 

riches, Paul’s passion was to make this gospel known to all people. He wants everybody to see 

and share in the fellowship of this mystery – which is a mystery precisely because it was 

unknown and unknowable until God revealed it. 
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e. Fellowship of the mystery: We should carefully consider what this phrase means. It 

demonstrates that these are not only facts to know but also a life to live, united in Jesus with 

other believers, without any separation such as existed between Jew and Gentile. 

f. Which from the beginning of the ages has been hidden in God: This great truth – the 

fellowship of the mystery – was hidden before it was revealed after the finished work of Jesus 

on the cross. This reinforces the idea that there is genuinely something new in the New 

Covenant, and that it is wrong to consider Israel simply the Old Testament Church and the 

Church the New Testament Israel. 

i. “This statement settles the question once for all concerning the existence of the church, the 

body of Christ, in and during the Old Testament dispensations. Yet it is one of the most 

widespread views that the church existed from the beginning of creation and the words of 

promise contained in the Old Testament prophetic Word are the promises of the church, and its 

glorious future on the earth, in reigning over the nations.” (Gaebelein) 

4. (10-12) The purpose of the mystery. 

To the intent that now the manifold wisdom of God might be made known by the church to 

the principalities and powers in the heavenly places, according to the eternal purpose which 

He accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we have boldness and access with 

confidence through faith in Him. 

a. That now the manifold wisdom of God might be made known: God is a being of infinite 

wisdom and glory, and He wants His creatures to know His great and manifold wisdom. One 

purpose in His great plan of the ages is to reveal this wisdom. 

i. Understanding the character of God, we can say that this is not for a selfish or self-glorying 

motive, in the way we think of the proud man showing his brains and accomplishments to 

everyone. God does this for the glory of His creatures, because the glory of the creature is 

directly connected to the glory of the Creator. 

ii. This wisdom is manifold. The ancient Greek word polupoikilos has the ideas of intricacy, 

complexity, and great beauty. “That hath abundance of curious variety in it, such as is seen in the 

best pictures or textures.” (Trapp) 

iii. It also mustbe made known. Dean Alford points out that the words might be made known 

are emphatic, strongly contrasting the idea of hidden in Ephesians 3:9. 

b. Might be made known by the church to the principalities and powers: This explains how 

God will reveal His wisdom, and to whom He reveals it. He will reveal it by His work in the 

church, and He will reveal it to angelic beings (principalities and powers). 

i. Of course, God also wants to reveal this wisdom to the church. Yet in the big picture, God 

doesn’t use the angels to reveal His wisdom to the saints, but He does use the saints to reveal His 

https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=Ephesians+3.9&t=NKJV
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wisdom to the angelic beings, both faithful and fallen angels. This reminds us that we are called 

for something far greater than our own individual salvation and sanctification. We are called to 

be the means by which God teaches the universe a lesson, and a beautiful lesson. 

ii. We are surrounded by invisible spiritual beings, and they intently look upon us. Here, Paul 

draws back the invisible curtain that hides these beings just as Elisha prayed at Dothan, LORD, I 

pray, open his eyes that he may see (2 Kings 6:17). These angelic beings see us perfectly and 

know us far better than we know them.  

iii. “What then have they to learn from us? Ah, they have to learn something which makes them 

watch us with wonder and with awe. They see in us indeed all our weakness, and all our sin. But 

they see a nature which, wrecked by itself, was yet made in the image of their God and ours. And 

they see this God at work upon that wreck to produce results not only wonderful in themselves 

but doubly wonderful because of the conditions.” (Moule) 

iv. “In his immortality, never touched by one drop of our cold river, it is instructive to him 

beyond all our thought to see his God triumphing over pain and death in some sufferer in the fire 

of martyrdom, or in the torture of cancer, or in the shipwreck, or just in the silent awe of any 

form of our departure from the body… They see these fallen and mortal beings, this Community 

of the lost and saved, not only bearing and doing for God here on earth, but spiritually present 

with Him in the Holy of Holies above.” (Moule) 

v. Sometimes Christians get the crazy idea that God saved them and works in their life because 

they are somehow such great people. The angels see right through this. We might believe that it 

is because of us; the angels know better. We may think our lives are small and insignificant; the 

angels know better. We may doubt our high standing, seating in heavenly places; the angels see 

this spiritual reality with eyes wide open. 

vi. “It is as if a great drama is being enacted. History is the theatre, the world is the stage, and the 

church members in every land are the actors. God himself has written the play, and he directs 

and produces it. Act by act, scene by scene, the story continues to unfold. But who are the 

audience? They are the cosmic intelligences, the principalities and powers in the heavenly 

places.” (Stott) 

vii. “The Angels are instructed in God’s wisdom… by the fact of the great spiritual body, 

constituted in Christ, which they contemplate, and which is to them the theatre of the glory of 

God.” (Alford) “The history of the Christian church becomes a graduate school for angels.” 

(Stott, quoting Mackay) 

c. To the principalities and powers in the heavenly places: This means that angelic beings are 

interested and instructed by the lives of Christians. This is why the conduct of the church is so 

important: because angelic and demonic beings are looking on, and God’s intent is to teach them 

through us. Several passages refer to this: 

https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=2Kings+6.17&t=NKJV


 

THE MYSTERY OF GOD BY DANNYBOY PIETERSE 

 

THE MYSTERY OF GOD INSTITUTION & PROJECTS 
· For this reason the woman ought to have a symbol of authority on her head, because of the 

angels (1 Corinthians 11:10). 

· The things which now have been reported to you through those who have preached the gospel 

to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven; things which angels desire to look into (1 Peter 1:12). 

· I charge you before God and the Lord Jesus Christ and the elect angels that you observe these 

things without prejudice, doing nothing with partiality (1 Timothy 5:21). 

i. We should take this responsibility seriously, for angels are given the responsibility to carry 

souls to heaven at death (Luke 16:22) and are the reapers of the final harvest (Matthew 13:39-

43). 

ii. “And, lastly, what think some of you, would angels say of your walk and conversation? Well, 

I suppose you don’t care much about them, and yet you should. For who but angels will be the 

reapers at the last, and who but they shall be the convoy to our spirits across the last dark stream? 

Who but they shall carry our spirit like that of Lazarus into the Father’s bosom? Surely we 

should not despise them.” (Spurgeon) 

iii. “O be not, ye converts, ignorant of the word of God; be not oblivious of the operations of 

God in your own souls! The angels desire to look into these things. Do you look into them?” 

(Spurgeon) 

iv. A popular interpretation today sees the principalities and powers as modern political states 

and economic structures. The idea is that the church primarily is a witness to them, and should 

redeem governments and social structures through its witness. But Paul specifically wrote that 

these principalities and powers are in the heavenly places, not in earthly places. 

d. According to the eternal purpose which He accomplished: The mystery reveals and 

furthers God’s eternal purpose in Jesus, previously described in Ephesians 1:10 – that in the 

fullness of the times, God will gather together (essentially, to sum up or resolve) all things in 

Jesus. 

i. The mystery of the unified body of Christ is according to that purpose. It is a preview of what 

Jesus will ultimately do in the fulfillment of summing up all things in Himself. 

ii. “The church thus appears to be God’s pilot scheme for the reconciled universe of the future, 

the mystery of God’s will to be administered in the fullness of the times when the things in 

heaven and the things on earth are brought together in Christ.” (Bruce) 

e. Which He accomplished: There is a sense in which Paul can say that this eternal purpose is 

already accomplished. Its fulfillment is a certainty (as shown by the initial work of bringing Jew 

and Gentile together in Jesus), so he can speak of it as already finished. 

https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=1Corinthians+11.10&t=NKJV
https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=1Peter+1.12&t=NKJV
https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=1Timothy+5.21&t=NKJV
https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=Luke+16.22&t=NKJV
https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=Matthew+13.39-43&t=NKJV
https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=Matthew+13.39-43&t=NKJV
https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=Ephesians+1.10&t=NKJV
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f. Through faith in Him: The fact of this unity is shown by the truth that we (Jew and Gentile 

collectively) have the identical boldness, access, and confidence before God – because it has 

nothing to do with national or ethnic identity, only with faith in Him (Jesus). 

i. The word for boldness has the idea of “freedom of speech.” We have the freedom to express 

ourselves before God, without fear or shame. “The Greek word ‘parresia’ translated by 

‘boldness’ means really ‘free speech’ – that is, the speaking of all. It is the blessed privilege of 

prayer.” (Gaebelein) 

ii. Divisions in the church have not always been between Jew and Gentile. The Reformers spoke 

out against the division between “clergy” and “laity” and the teaching of the priesthood of all 

believers insisted that all had the same access to God. 

5. (13) Paul’s current personal participation in the mystery. 

Therefore I ask that you do not lose heart at my tribulations for you, which is your glory. 

a. Therefore I ask that you do not lose heart: Though under arrest for the sake of the gospel, 

Paul asked his readers to not lose heart. Paul didn’t want them to be discouraged for his sake, 

because Paul was still being used in the service of God’s eternal plan. 

b. My tribulations for you: Paul wrote the Letter to the Ephesians from prison, and it is useful 

to remember why Paul was in prison. He lived his whole life with the passion to bring salvation 

to his own people, the Jews (Romans 9:1-3). On a strategic visit to Jerusalem he had the 

opportunity to preach to a vast crowd on or near the temple mount (Acts 21:39-22:22), but the 

opportunity ended in disaster because the Jewish crowd could not stand the idea of the good 

news of the Messiah being extended to the Gentiles (Acts 22:21-22). The ensuing riot put Paul in 

a legal dilemma, from which he used his right as a Roman citizen and appealed to Caesar. Now 

Paul was imprisoned in Rome, waiting for his trial before Caesar – and there because he knew 

God wanted Gentiles to share in the good news of the Messiah, and he wasn’t afraid to preach 

that truth. 

c. Which is your glory: Paul was being used, and probably in a greater way than he ever 

imagined. This Roman imprisonment produced the letters of Ephesians, Colossians, Philippians, 

and Philemon. They all certainly have a place in God’s eternal plan. 

i. In the same manner, each of us has a place in the service of God’s eternal plan. Knowing this 

and working towards it is a great guard against losing heart in the midst of tribulation. 

B. Paul prays in light of the mystery. 

1. (14-15) Introduction to the prayer. 

For this reason I bow my knees to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, from whom the 

whole family in heaven and earth is named, 
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a. For this reason: The basis of Paul’s prayer was his knowledge of God’s purpose. This means 

he confidently prayed according to God’s will. We can’t pray effectively if we do not have 

insight into God’s purpose and will. 

b. I bow my knees: Paul prayed in the posture of bowing his knees. This position of utmost 

humility was in contrast to the more normal posture of prayer in that culture, to pray standing 

with hands raised up. 

i. The humility came when he considered God’s great eternal plan, his place in that plan, and 

how God’s work is unstoppable even when Paul was imprisoned. 

ii. Solomon prayed on his knees (1 Kings 8:54). Ezra prayed on his knees (Ezra 9:5). The 

Psalmist called us to kneel (Psalm 95:6). Daniel prayed on his knees (Daniel 6:10). People came 

to Jesus kneeling (Matthew 17:14, Matthew 20:20, and Mark 1:40). Stephen prayed on his knees 

(Acts 7:60). Peter prayed on his knees (Acts 9:40). Paul prayed on his knees (Acts 20:36), and 

other early Christians prayed on their knees (Acts 21:5). Most importantly, Jesus prayed on His 

knees (Luke 22:41). The Bible has enough prayer not on the knees to show us that it isn’t 

required, but it also has enough prayer on the knees to show us that it is good. 

iii. Adam Clarke saw a connection between Solomon’s kneeling prayer at the dedication of the 

temple and Paul’s kneeling prayer here. “Many parts of this prayer bear a strict resemblance to 

that offered by Solomon when dedicating the temple… The apostle was now dedicating the 

Christian Church.” 

c. To the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: Paul directed his prayer to the Father, who is 

presented as the “planner” among the members of the Trinity. In the Bible, prayer is usually 

directed to the Father, through the Son, by the empowering and direction of the Holy Spirit. 

d. From whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named: In remembering that all God’s 

family is called after His name, Paul showed that his mind was rather taken with this idea of the 

essential unity of the Body of Christ. God is Father of both Jew and Gentile. 

i. Charles Spurgeon preached a touching sermon on this verse titled, Saints in Heaven and Earth 

One Family. In it he developed the idea that we are one with our brothers and sisters in heaven, 

and how this enriches our hope of heaven. 

ii. Some commentators think Paul refers to heavenly families in the sense of families of angels. 

“May not the holy Angels be bound up in spiritual families, though they marry not nor are given 

in marriage?” (Alford) 

2. (16-19) Paul prays again for the Ephesians. 

That He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with 

might through His Spirit in the inner man, that Christ may dwell in your hearts through 

faith; that you, being rooted and grounded in love, may be able to comprehend with all the 
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saints what is the width and length and depth and height; to know the love of Christ which 

passes knowledge; that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. 

a. To be strengthened with might through His Spirit in the inner man: Paul asked that they 

would be strengthened with might, and that the strength would be according to the riches of 

His glory (a most generous measure). He also prayed that the strength would come through the 

Holy Spirit and that it would be put into their inner man. 

i. There is an inner man just as real as our physical body. We all understand the importance of 

strength in our physical body, but many are exceedingly weak in the inner man. 

ii. According to the riches of His glory: “It would be a disgrace to a king or a nobleman to give 

no more than a tradesman or a peasant. God acts up to the dignity of his infinite perfections; he 

gives according to the riches of his glory.” (Clarke) 

b. That Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith: Paul asked that Jesus would live in 

these believers, even as Jesus promised in John 14:23: If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; 

and My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our home with him. 

i. Two ancient Greek words convey the idea “to live in.” One has the idea of living in a place as 

a stranger, and the other has the idea of settling down in a place to make it your permanent home. 

Dwell uses the ancient Greek word for a permanent home. Jesus wants to settle down in your 

heart, not just visit as a stranger. 

ii. The glory of the indwelling Jesus is something for us to know, and to know by faith. It is there 

for us, but must be taken hold of through faith. “You have your Bible, and you have your knees; 

use them.” (Carr John Glynn, godfather to H. C. G. Moule) 

iii. We need spiritual strength to let Christ dwell within us because there is something in us that 

resists the influence of the indwelling Jesus. That something can be conquered as the Spirit of 

God gives us the victory of faith. 

c. Being rooted and grounded in love: Paul asked that all this would take place as they were 

rooted and grounded in love. The meaning seems to be that they should be rooted and 

grounded in their love for one another, more than being rooted and grounded in their love for 

God and the knowledge of that love. 

i. “Two expressions are used: ‘rooted,’ like a living tree which lays hold upon the soil, twists 

itself round the rocks, and cannot be upturned: ‘grounded,’ like a building which has been 

settled, as a whole, and will never show any cracks or flaws in the future through failures in the 

foundation.” (Spurgeon) 

d. May be able to comprehend with all the saints: Paul asked that they might be able to 

understand together in community every dimension of the love of Jesus. Paul wanted them to 

know it by experience and not just in words. 
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i. “In this measurement may you and I be skilled. If we know nothing of mathematics, may we 

be well-tutored scholars in this spiritual geometry, and be able to comprehend the breadths and 

lengths of Jesu’s precious love.” (Spurgeon) 

e. What is the width and length and depth and height: This means that the love of Jesus has 

dimensions and that it can be measured.  

i. “Alas, to a great many religious people the love of Jesus is not a solid substantial thing at all – 

it is a beautiful fiction, a sentimental belief, a formal theory, but to Paul it was a real, substantial, 

measurable fact; he had considered it this way, and that way, and the other way, and it was 

evidently real to him, whatever it might be to others.” (Spurgeon) 

ii. The love of Jesus has width. You can see how wide a river is by noticing how much it covers 

over. God’s river of love is so wide that it covers over my sin, and it covers over every 

circumstance of my life, so that all things work together for good. When I doubt His forgiveness 

or His providence, I am narrowing the mighty river of God’s love. His love is as wide as the 

world: For God so loved the world (John 3:16). 

iii. “Some of them seem to be so taken up with the height and length that they deny the breadth, 

and you would think from hearing them preach that Christ came into the world to save half-a-

dozen, and that they were five of them… Out on their narrowness! There will be more in heaven 

than we expect to see there by a long way; and there will be some there with whom we had very 

little comfortable fellowship on earth who had fellowship with Christ, and who are therefore 

taken to dwell with him for ever.” (Spurgeon) 

iv. The love of Jesus has length. When considering the length of God’s love, ask yourself, 

“When did the love of God start towards me? How long will it continue?” These truths measure 

the length of God’s love. Yes, I have loved you with an everlasting love (Jeremiah 31:3). 

v. The love of Jesus has depth. Philippians 2:7-8 tell us how deep the love of Jesus goes: but 

made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of 

men. And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the 

point of death, even the death of the cross. You can’t go lower than the death of the cross, and 

that is how deep the love of Jesus is for us. 

vi. The love of Jesus has height. To see the height of God’s love, ask yourself, “How high does 

it lift me?” It lifts me to heavenly places where I am seated with Christ. He has raised us up 

together, and made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus (Ephesians 2:6). 

vii. Can we really comprehend the width and length and depth and height of God’s love? To 

come to any understanding of the dimensions of God’s love, we must come to the cross. The 

cross pointed in four ways, essentially in every direction, because…  

· God’s love is wide enough to include every person. 
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· God’s love is long enough to last through all eternity. 

· God’s love is deep enough to reach the worst sinner. 

· God’s love is high enough to take us to heaven. 

f. To know the love of Christ: Paul wrote of something we can know. This isn’t speculation, 

guesswork, emotions, or feelings. This is something to know. 

i. “One of these philosophers kindly says that religion is a matter of belief; not of knowledge. 

This is clean in opposition to all the teaching of Scripture.” (Spurgeon) 

g. That you may be filled with all the fullness of God: Paul asked God to fill these Christians 

unto all the fullness of God. The word unto is a better translation than the word with. Paul 

wanted Christians to experience life in Jesus Christ, the fullness of God (Colossians 2:9), and to 

be filled to their capacity with Jesus, even as God is filled to His own capacity with His own 

character and attributes. 

i. “Among all the great sayings in this prayer, this is the greatest. To be FILLED with God is a 

great thing; to be filled with the FULLNESS of God is still greater; but to be filled with ALL the 

fullness of God utterly bewilders the sense and confounds the understanding.” (Clarke) 

3. (20-21) A glorious doxology. 

Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, 

according to the power that works in us, to Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus to 

all generations, forever and ever. Amen. 

a. Now to Him who is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think: As 

Paul came to this great height (what can there be higher than the fullness of God?), it is logical to 

ask how this can ever be. How can something so far above us ever become reality? It can only 

happen because God is able to do far beyond what we ask or think. 

i. This doxology does not only belong to the prayer that precedes it, but also to every glorious 

privilege and blessing spoken of in the first three chapters. Who is able to bring such things to 

pass? Only God can do this because He can do far beyond our ability to think or ask. 

ii. Paul says that God is able to do above all that we ask or think. The we included Paul and the 

other apostles and they certainly knew that Jesus could do great things. 

· You can ask for every good thing you have ever experienced – God can do above that. 

· You can think of or imagine things beyond your experience – God can do above that. 

· You can imagine good things that are beyond your ability to name – God can do above that. 
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iii. Spurgeon on the phrase exceedingly abundantly: “He has constructed here in the Greek an 

expression which is altogether his own. No language was powerful enough for the apostle, – I 

mean for the Holy Ghost speaking through the apostle, – for very often Paul has to coin words 

and phrases to shadow forth his meaning, and here is one, ‘He is able to do exceeding 

abundantly,’ so abundantly that it exceeds measure and description.” (Spurgeon) 

iv. “Therefore he is able to do all things, and able to do superabundantly above the greatest 

abundance.” (Clarke) 

b. According to the power that works in us: God is able to do this in our life now, not 

beginning with heaven. This power… works in us now.  

i. The things Paul prayed for in the previous verses (spiritual strength, the indwelling Jesus, 

experiential knowledge of God’s love, and the fullness of God) belong to us as children of God. 

However, they must be received by believing prayer and can be furthered in the lives of others 

by our prayers for them. 

c. To Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus: The only fitting response to this great God 

is to give Him glory – especially in the church, the company of His redeemed, and that He 

receive that glory throughout all ages, world without end – Amen! 

i. When the church understands and walks in God’s eternal purpose, God will be glorified and 

the church will fulfill its important duty of simply glorifying God. 

ii. “But the apostle felt that he must not say, ‘Unto him be glory in my soul.’ He wished that, but 

his one soul afforded far too little space, and so he cried ‘unto him, be glory in the church.’ He 

calls upon all the people of God to praise the divine name.” (Spurgeon) 

United To God’s Plan — A Revealed Mystery 

(Ephesians 3:6)  

“This mystery is that the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members 

of the same body, and partakers of the promise in Christ 

Jesus through the gospel.” (Ephesians 3:6). 

In Ephesians 3:5, Paul spoke of a mystery "which was not made known to the sons of men in 

other generations as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit." 

What is this mystery that is now revealed?  

Paul wrote extensively about it in Ephesians 2:11-22, but revisits and refreshes it here. The 

Gentiles are part of God’s plan. In Christ we see it.  

https://www.nateholdridge.com/blog/united-to-gods-plan-a-revealed-mystery-ephesians-3-6
https://www.nateholdridge.com/blog/united-to-gods-plan-a-revealed-mystery-ephesians-3-6


 

THE MYSTERY OF GOD BY DANNYBOY PIETERSE 

 

THE MYSTERY OF GOD INSTITUTION & PROJECTS 
The recent unveiling of God's plan for the nations is not to say the Old Testament was silent 

about the Gentile world. God’s promise to Abraham that through his seed all the nations of the 

earth would be blessed established anticipation of what God would do in the Gentile world. From 

that point onward the Old Testament alluded to the eventuality of Gentile blessing. Still, the plan, 

though foreshadowed, was darkened at that time. Gentiles, in those previous eras, would convert 

to Judaism to receive the God of Scripture. But now, Paul and the apostles and the church saw 

and preached a different path for the Gentile world. 

First, Gentiles are fellow heirs. 

Elsewhere, when Paul speaks of being a fellow heir, he connects the believer to Christ. We are 

fellow heirs with Jesus; His position before the Father is our position (Romans 8:17). Here, 

however, Paul does not connect us to Christ, but to one another. The Jew and Gentile are in a 

tandem relationship with one another. The Jew does not become Gentile, nor the Gentile become 

Jew. They do not leave their nationality or culture or language behind. But the blood of Christ 

makes them brothers and sisters. They are both heirs standing together on the same foundation of 

apostles and prophets, with the same cornerstone, Jesus Christ. 

Second, Gentiles are members of the same body. 

Paul had previously spoken of the church as Christ’s body. Jesus is the head. Here, Paul coins a 

new term, previously unused in the Greek-speaking world. It is as if he looked around culture 

and society, trying to find some club or organization or family which pictured the membership 

believers have together. He couldn’t find one. So he spoke of being “members of the same 

body.” After Paul wrote it, Christians used the term exclusively, for only in Christ is their such a 

unique blending together of people, one in which we become part of the same body, under the 

headship of Christ. We have different body parts and distinct members, but we are still one with 

each other, for we are part of his body. There is no other society like the church. 

Third, Gentiles are partakers of the promise. 

Paul had previously reminded his Gentile readers they were at one time without the covenants of 

promise (Ephesians 2:12). They were not the targets of the Messianic hope. They were not 

expecting the sign of the Spirit spoken through Ezekiel — “I will give you a new heart, and a 

new spirit I will put within you” (Ezekiel 36:26). But Christ had brought, by His blood, the entire 

world into the scope of God’s plan. The Jewish Messiah was the world’s Messiah. The promise 

of the Spirit was for all who would believe.  
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The Mystery of Christ - Ephesians 3:1-13 

A verse by verse study of Ephesians 3:1-13, about the mystery revealed in the gospel of Christ.  

1 A Mystery is revealed 

Paul is given a revelation which he shares with the Ephesians, so that they may have the same 

enlightenment that was granted him.  

Ephesians 3, Verses 1-4 

¶“1I Paul am the prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles. 2You heard about the 

stewardship of God’s grace given to me for you, 3and how by revelation the mystery was made 

known to me. I have already written to you briefly about this. 4By reading my letters you will 

understand the mystery of Christ as I do” (Ephesians 3:1-4). 

Paul is a Genuine Messenger of Christ 

Paul spent a lot of time in prisons because of his activities as a Christian preacher. So he calls 

himself “the prisoner of Christ”. His willingness to suffer deprivations shows the genuineness of 

his heart. But his message is also genuine —having been given him as a revelation from God. 

Paul, several times in his writings, mentions that he had no input into his message: God put it 

into him! It had been a mystery to Paul, but God graciously gave Paul complete understanding 

by revelation. 

For example Paul says to the Galatians, ¶"Brethren, I make known to you that the gospel I 

preached is not according to man. I did not receive it from man. I was not taught it by man. I 

received it by revelation of Jesus Christ" (Galatians 1:11-12). Incidentally, Paul uses the word 

“man” here to denote mere humans as opposed to the divine Son of God. 

How the World is Able to Undertstand 

God did not give revelation to everyone, only to a few like Paul. The mystery was "revealed by 

the Spirit to God’s holy apostles and prophets" (Ephesians 3:5). Everyone else can understand 

the mystery by hearing those who were given revelation. 

Paul says, "By revelation the mystery was made known to me... By reading my letters you will 

understand the mystery of Christ as I do" (Ephesians 3:3-4). Many people today love to say, 

“God spoke to me and he told me...” It isn't popular any more to say, "The scriptures tell us..." 
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The Three Marvels in the Mystery 

Paul claims that the gospel he preaches makes known the mystery as never before. His gospel 

embraces the heathen nations and offers them full unity and fellowship with God’s holy people. 

Ephesians 3, Verses 5-7 

¶“5This mystery was not made known to people in other generations as it has now been revealed 

by the Spirit to God’s holy apostles and prophets. 6The Gentile nations are now heirs jointly with 

Israel; members together of a united body; and sharers together of God’s promise in Christ Jesus. 

All this comes through the gospel. 7I became a servant of this gospel by the gift of God’s grace. 

That grace was given me through God’s power at work” (Ephesians 3:5-7). 

The Mystery of Unity 

The Gentiles, as Paul has already said, "were without Christ, being aliens from the 

commonwealth of Israel and strangers from the covenants of promise... Now therefore you are 

no longer strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints and members of the 

household of God" (Ephesians 2:12,19 NKJV). 

In Paul’s understanding this was the great eye-opener. What Christ did favoured Jews and 

Gentiles equally and "made both one, and broke down the barrier between" (Ephesians 2:14).  

So now Paul mentions three marvels. Gentiles are "heirs jointly with Israel; members together of 

a united body; and sharers together of God’s promise in Christ Jesus." (Ephesians 3:6). 

 First, looking to the future hope, Gentile believers are joint heirs with Jewish believers. 

 Second looking to the present, Gentiles and Jews are united in one joint body, one 

“church”. 

 Third, Looking to the past, Gentiles share equally with Jews in the promise made to 

Abraham that "In your seed all nations of the earth shall be blessed" (Genesis 22:18 cf 

Galatians 3:16). 

Paul Reflects on His Task 

Paul is conscious of the burden laid on him to get the gospel out among the nations 

Ephesians 3, Verses 8-9 

¶“8I am less than the least of all God’s holy people, yet I was given this grace. It's my task to 

preach to the Gentile nations the boundless riches of Christ. 9I must enlighten everyone about 

sharing in the mystery. It was kept hidden from the world —hidden in God, who created all 

things by Jesus Christ” (Ephesians 3:8-9). 
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Paul’s Humility 

Paul was given the task of taking the gospel to the wider world. He was at the forefront of this 

campaign. Paul is amazed at God’s grace in choosing him, of all people, for this work. 

When Paul calls himself “less than the least” he isn't referring to his ability or his desire for the 

work. He is referring to his worthiness to be chosen. He had been a chief activist in the 

persecution of the Christian Way. Christ stopped Paul dead in his tracks. Christ appointed him to 

the opposite task, to be a chief activist in spreading Christ’s message to all nations. Paul 

marvelled at this grace. 

Paul’s Commitment 

Paul could see the terrible darkness in the world. Humanity stumbled in ignorance, spiritually 

destitute. Paul had been given a great light and “boundless riches” to share. He was totally 

dedicated to that end. 

Paul’s Power 

Paul was granted the power to achieve his commission. It was not himself that accomplished it, 

but God working in him and giving him the revelation, the answer to the mystery, the answer the 

whole world needed. It was now in Paul’s power to help everyone share in the mystery of Christ. 

God’s Plan is Being Fulfilled 

Paul was always conscious that he was carrying out God’s Plan. God purposed to make his 

wisdom known. And of course God’s wisdom would be a mystery unless he made it known. 

Ephesians 3, Verses 10-13 

¶“10God intended that now all the many sides of his wisdom should be made known. This 

mystery is made known to the rulers and authorities in the highest realms. It is made known 

through the people God has called out. 11This fits God’s purpose for the world, accomplished in 

Christ Jesus our Lord. 12We may boldly come to God in Christ. We are confident in his faith. 

13So I ask you not to get discouraged because of the distress I endure for you. My trials are your 

glory” (Ephesians 3:10-14-3). 

Wisdom, Purpose, Confidence 

God’s “wisdom” was glimpsed by the prophets of old. But now through Jesus Christ the veil of 

mystery is removed and the good message is revealed. The wisdom of God for salvation is fully 

known! 
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God’s “purpose” is achieved through Jesus Christ. Without him, there would not even have been 

any mystery in which to find hope. However Jesus tasks all those he calls into his one body of 

holy people. He gives them all the great commission, "Go and make disciples of all nations, 

baptizing them... teaching them..." (Matthew 28:18-20). 

Our “confidence” is in Christ, not in ourselves. We come boldly to God “in Christ” We are 

confident “in his faith”. It is now an open secret that life is not about believing in yourself. It's 

about believing in Jesus Christ. 

Do and Don't 

Do listen to the wisdom of God revealed in the good message of Jesus Christ. Don't lean on your 

own understanding. 

Do follow God’s purpose to make you an heir of his boundless heavenly riches. Don't think your 

purpose in life is to be yourself. 

Do be confident in Christ and in his faith. Don't be confident in yourself.  

The Power of Possibility in an Impossible Place 

“All thoughts of holiness are God’s; all manner of loving-kindness and tender mercies are 

His. All weaknesses are made for us so that we might be in a place of absolute helplessness, 

for when we are weak, than we are strong (2 Cor. 12:10). All divine acquaintances with Him 

today will put us in the place where we may be the broken, empty vessel ready for Christ’s 

use.” - Smith Wigglesworth  

Have you ever felt like you were in an impossible place? Have you ever felt like you were 

praying for the impossible? There is a power of God that is released in the impossible place. God 

is looking for faith, and real faith has to do with the impossible. I encourage you to pray 

impossible prayers - to launch out into the deep and pray God-sized prayers. God loves it when 

we pray for the impossible, when we believe Him for things that are beyond our abilities. He is 

looking for those with faith who will still press through in prayer when the going seems 

absolutely impossible. He is the God of the impossible. Smith Wigglesworth, a well-known man 

of faith who saw many healed by the power of God, said: 

“Get ready, so that you may be touched by His inward earnestness, so that you may see the 

power of possibility in an impossible place, until you see that God can change you until you 

will change other things, until you see today that your song will remain in flight.”  

For many years we have been involved in training cross-cultural workers to go to the 

nations. My husband and I lived for years on a ship that was built in 1914 with over 300 young 

people from 40 different nations. We traveled on that ship all over the world and from nation to 

nation. We saw God break through impossibilities on a regular basis. We saw stormy seas cease, 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/2-corinthians/12-10.html
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closed nations open their doors to our visit, critical financial breakthroughs, and multitudes of 

salvations of people of every language, background, and color. Even though at times we were 

trembling in our boots, we learned about the God of the impossible and how He requires our 

faith to step out and believe. We were small, but He was great! 

One thing that I always stress with individuals regarding their personal destiny, is to believe God 

for something that is bigger than what they can personally accomplish. We each must learn to 

pray for the impossible on a regular basis. We must learn to believe God for something that is 

greater than anything we can ever humanly achieve. We must let our faith be tested to the very 

core and pray for something that is bigger than ourselves. 

We are earthen vessels but God is mighty and great. We need to raise our view of Him and 

realize that He is able to do the impossible. It is right in the midst of the impossibility that God 

will be highly exalted. He loves the impossible place in our lives, because it is here that He will 

show His supreme greatness. 

“But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellence of the power may be of God 

and not of us” - (2 Corinthians 4:7). 

What Happens in the Impossible Place? 

“The possibilities of prayer are the possibilities of faith. Prayer and faith are twins. One heart 

animates them both. Faith is always praying. Prayer is always believing. Faith must have a 

tongue by which it can speak. Prayer is the tongue of faith. Faith must receive. Prayer must 

rise and soar. Faith must give prayer the wings to fly and ascend. Prayer must have an 

audience with God. Faith opens the door, and access and audience are given. Prayer asks. 

Faith lays its hand on the thing asked for.” - E. M. Bounds 

Several things happen in our lives when we face the impossible place. We often do not like to 

be challenged in this way, but God does a deep work within us when we face the impossible with 

persevering faith. The Apostle Paul learned to delight in the impossible place because he realized 

that it was there that he experienced the true power of God. This is what happens: 

We lose control - We are divinely sustained by a power greater than ourselves. When we lose our 

own control then we experience the power of Christ’s control.  

“Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest 

on me” - (2 Corinthians 12:10). 

We become absolutely dependent - We are weak, and He is strong. We become broken vessels, 

empty and ready for Christ to use.  

“That is why for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, 

in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong” - (2 Cor. 12:10). 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/2-corinthians/4-7.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/2-corinthians/12-10.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/2-corinthians/12-10.html
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We are changed - We move into the place where God is on the throne, and it changes us. When 

we are changed, we can change other things. We lose our identity in Christ, and it is He that is 

living through us.  

“I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in 

the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me” - (Galatians 

2:20). 

We cease from our own works - We give place to God’s ways and His work. We become an 

instrument of noble purposes.  

“In a large house there are articles not only of gold and silver, but also of wood and clay; some 

are for noble purposes and some for ignoble. If a man cleanses himself from the latter, he will be 

an instrument for noble purposes, made holy, useful to the Master and prepared to do any good 

work” - (2 Timothy 2:20-21). 

We rest in faith - God is teaching us to rest in faith and we learn to enter His rest. This means 

that we cease from our own fleshly works.  

“There remains, then a Sabbath-rest for the people of God; for anyone who enters God’s rest 

also rests from his own work, just as God did from His" - (Heb. 4:10).  

Do you think it was easy for the Apostle Paul to live in the impossible place? Was it 

comfortable for him to become weak and lose control? Was it easy for a face-paced and 

successful apostle to cease from his own works and learn to rest in faith? No! He had to learn to 

live in this way. In the natural, Paul was strong and very competent. He was a high achiever, a 

very gifted and capable man. He was intelligent and able to do great things. But God touched 

him deeply, and he learned to live a crucified life. He counted everything as rubbish that He 

might gain Christ and be found in Him. He lost control and became absolutely dependent so that 

God could be in control and do the impossible through Paul. 

Perhaps you are like most of us. There are situations in your life that call for the power of God. 

You are in an impossible place. You may have an impossible, God-sized dream. You can’t do it 

or see it happen in your own strength. There is the need to pray for something that is absolutely 

impossible in the natural realm. Don’t give up. God loves the impossible place. Keep on praying 

for in due season He will show Himself strong on your behalf. He loves to answer impossible 

prayers of faith. With God all things are possible. 

“And Jesus, replying, said to them, ‘Have faith in God constantly. Truly I tell you, whoever 

says to this mountain, be lifted up and thrown into the sea and does not doubt at all in his 

heart but believes that what he says will take place, it will be done for him” - (Mark 11:22-23, 

Amplified). 

 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/galatians/2-20.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/galatians/2-20.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/galatians/2-20.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/2-timothy/passage/?q=2-timothy+2:20-21
https://www.biblestudytools.com/hebrews/4-10.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/mark/passage/?q=mark+11:22-23
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God can change impossible situations 

“Faith does not operate in the realm of the possible. There is no glory for God in that which is 

humanly possible. Faith begins where man’s power ends.”  

In the Bible, God led the Israelites by way of the wilderness toward the Red Sea. Then, he 

guided the people around in a large circle. As the people camped at the edge of the Red Sea, they 

noticed that the mountains were on one side, and the sea was on the other side of them.  

When the Israelites saw Pharaoh’s soldiers in the distance charging toward them, it appeared as 

though they were trapped with no apparent way out. Terrified, the people cried out to Moses in 

despair. There seemed to be no hope for them at all. 

But, Moses trusted God during this impossible time. Moses didn’t get upset, give up or give in to 

desperation. Rather, Moses steered the people’s attention to God and calmly gave a solution as 

he said: 

“Do not be afraid. Stand firm. And you will see the deliverance of the Lord. The Lord will fight 

for you while you keep silent.” (Exodus 14:13-14) 

God then told Moses to tell the people of Israel to “go forward.” Moses lifted up his staff and 

stretched out his hand over the sea and divided it. God intervened, for sometimes He prefers to 

work in situations that some deem impossible. He dramatically caused a strong wind to blow. 

The waters parted. And the people walked on the sea floor, on dry ground, safely to the other 

side.  

Similar to the Israelites, at times you can be put into a temporary, yet difficult, place or a 

seemingly impossible circumstance. Yet, what looked like a mess for the Israelites, God turned 

into a miracle, and today He can do the same for you.  

Today, no matter what challenge you’re encountering, do not be afraid, stand firm and go 

forward. You have come too far to back down and quit. Trust God, as He is the omnipotent One. 

“God will guide you continually,” (Isaiah 58:11). So, “Don’t be anxious about anything” 

(Philippians 4:6), “God is your strength and power,” (2 Samuel 22:33). For God promised to 

“repay two blessings for each of your troubles.” (Zechariah 9:12) 

A while ago, a reader wrote to me and recounted how she has been through many difficulties in 

her life; a painful past, divorce, sickness and job losses. “But God was consistent in His guidance 

and always there to cover me and carry me through,” her note stated.  

This reader could have become increasingly discouraged and downtrodden, thinking her best 

days were over. Though, in her letter, she described that after the initial shock settled down, she 

was determined to live a full and productive life. She recognized that the impossibilities that she 

had been confronted with could become God’s opportunities to show Himself strong in her 
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behalf. Next, the reader chose to go out on a limb, rekindle an old dream, and pursue a chance to 

go to nursing school. Although it was difficult, with a can-do attitude, she embraced it and 

pressed on toward the future. She finished school, and soon found satisfying employment at a 

local hospital. There, she met someone special who she believed was her soulmate. A year later, 

they were married. “God made the impossible, to be possible and gave me back more than 

double for my losses and pain,” she wrote. 

And so, trust God even though things don’t make complete sense to you at the moment. Seek 

God sincerely in prayer. Keep hoping, keep believing, and keep persisting. There is no obstacle 

that is too big for God to turn around for your great good.  

Once, a teenager asked a mother of three, “Why do you love your children?” Instantly, the 

mother replied, “Because they are mine.”  

As it is with God’s love for you, He loves you because you are His. So boldly look with hope 

and confidence to the future. Every day expect the best that God has for your life. And in your 

mind’s eye, visualize the great Creator of the Universe going before you, standing behind you 

and guiding every step you take ahead. God has a plan for you and is working a miracle in the 

midst of your biggest challenge. Victories are forthcoming, with more love, more joys and more 

blessings, in store for you.  

Nothing is Impossible with God 

‘When life hands you a lemon, make lemonade,’ wrote Norman Vincent Peale, who published 

his best known book, The Power of Positive Thinking, in 1952. It stayed in The New York Times 

bestseller list for 186 consecutive weeks. Much of what he had to say was extremely good and 

helpful. But, the words of Jesus go way beyond the power of positive thinking. 

Norman Vincent Peale said, ‘A positive mental attitude is a belief that things are going to turn 

out well, and that you can overcome any kind of trouble or difficulty.’ Jesus said, ‘With God all 

things are possible’ (Matthew 19:26). This is far more than the power of positive thinking. It is 

the power of God that makes what seems impossible possible. Nothing is impossible with God 

(Luke 1:37). 

Through Jesus, the universe was created 

Proverbs 3:11-20  

The fact that with God ‘all things are possible’ is proven by the fact that God created the entire 

universe out of nothing. The writer of Proverbs says, ‘By wisdom the LORD laid the earth’s 

foundations, by understanding he set the heavens in place; by his knowledge the deeps were 

divided, and the clouds let drop the dew’ (Proverbs 3:19–20). 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Proverbs%203:11-20&version=NIV&interface=print
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The writer of Proverbs sees wisdom as a Person (vv.13–18). As we read this through the lens of 

the New Testament, we see that that Person is Jesus. St Paul tells us that ‘Christ [is] the power of 

God and the wisdom of God’ (1 Corinthians 1:24). 

Until you find a relationship with Jesus, life will not really make sense. The entire universe was 

created through Jesus (John 1:3). He loves you. In a relationship with him you find God’s 

wisdom and God’s power. 

When you find Jesus, you find the source of all wisdom. This is the way of blessing (Proverbs 

3:13a). It is also the way to understanding (v.13b). It is far more profitable than all the material 

blessings (vv.14–15a). In fact, ‘nothing you desire can compare with her’ (v.15b). 

This is the path to long life (v.16, which is ‘eternal life’ in the New Testament, see John 3:16). 

Here you find true ‘riches and honour’ (Proverbs 3:16). This is the way to a peace beyond 

understanding (v.17). Here you find the ‘tree of life’ (v.18). 

Lord, thank you that you love me and delight in me (v.12). I seek you today. Give me wisdom, 

peace and power to live the kind of life you want me to lead.  

With God, all things are possible 

Matthew 19:16-30  

Do you sometimes find yourself facing a seemingly impossible situation? It might be a 

relationship that seems to have broken down irretrievably, or an issue to do with health, finances 

or something else where change seems impossible. With God there is always hope, no matter 

how bad things look. Nothing is impossible with God. His power makes all things possible. 

The context of Jesus’ words that ‘with God all things are possible’ (v.26) is the account of the 

rich young man to whom Jesus calls, ‘Come, follow me’ (v.21b). He tells him, ‘Go, sell your 

possessions and give to the poor’ (v.21a). But it is too much for him to give up and the young 

man goes away ‘sad’ (v.22). Jesus points out how hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of 

heaven (vv.23–24). Yet, with God ‘all things are possible’ (v.26). 

Jesus says that, humanly speaking, it is impossible for anyone to enter the kingdom of heaven 

(v.26). Worldly riches are of no help. In fact, they are more of a hindrance. Jesus says, ‘It is 

easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for the rich to enter the kingdom of 

God’ (v.24). 

Some people have suggested that this is a reference to a gate in Jerusalem that was called ‘the 

needle’s eye’. A camel would need to unload all it was carrying on its back to go through it. 

Other people have pointed out that a word very similar to ‘camel’ means a sort of rope. Maybe 

he was talking of threading rope through the eye of a needle. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2019:16-30&version=NIV&interface=print
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These attempts to rationalise the words of Jesus miss the point. The point is that it is totally 

unthinkable for a camel to go through the eye of a needle. But what is impossible in human 

terms, Jesus’ followers are to discover to their amazement, is possible with God (v.26). 

In answer to the disciples’ question, ‘“Then who has any chance at all?” Jesus looked hard at 

them and said, “No chance at all if you think you can pull it off yourself. Every chance in the 

world if you trust God to do it”’ (vv.25–26, MSG). 

In this world the rich, the powerful and the famous are the ones who people look up to as ‘first’. 

The poor are looked down on, ignored and seen as the ‘last’. But in the kingdom of heaven the 

reverse is the case. Jesus says, ‘But many who are first will be last, and many who are last will 

be first’ (v.30). 

This is God’s powerful upside-down kingdom. Jesus asks the rich young man to give to the poor 

because he wants the man to place his trust in him and because the poor are such a high priority 

in the kingdom. They should be for us too: the 30,000 children dying each day through desperate 

poverty and starvation, the oppressed people of so many countries, the homeless on our streets, 

the voiceless and the vulnerable. 

Jesus rarely told people to give away everything, but in this case he did. For everyone there is a 

‘cost’ to following Jesus. There is the cost to be willing to fly his flag in a hostile world. There is 

what may seem to be a cost of giving up things that we know to be wrong. 

Whatever ‘the cost’, it is nothing compared to what it cost Jesus to make ‘eternal life’ (v.29) 

possible for you. And it is nothing compared to the cost of not following Jesus. The rich young 

ruler missed out on so much. 

Furthermore, it is nothing compared to what you receive: ‘And everyone who has left houses or 

brothers or sisters or father or mother or wife or children or fields for my sake will receive a 

hundred times as much and will inherit eternal life’ (v.29). Jesus promises that for everything 

you give up, you will receive far more – in this life and, even more significantly, into eternity 

with Jesus. 

Lord, help me to be willing to give everything I have for the sake of the kingdom of God. Thank 

you that the greatest and most enduring riches come from following Jesus. Thank you that with 

the power of God all things are possible. 

In your life, nothing is impossible with God 

Job 8:1-10:22  

Sometimes when we see the suffering of others it is tempting to come up with glib explanations. 

In the advice of Job’s friend, Bildad, we see an extraordinary mixture of truth, half-truth and 

falsehood (8:1–22). 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Job%208:1-10:22&version=NIV&interface=print
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When Job replies, he says, ‘Indeed, I know that this is true. But…’ (9:2). In other words, he 

points out that some of what Bildad said was true, but not all. He rejects his glib explanation of 

why he is suffering. 

Job’s words are far more authentic. They come from the heart. He cries out to God, ‘I could only 

plead with my Judge for mercy’ (v.15). He wishes he had never been born (10:18–19). He admits 

his struggles and doubts, and even his anger, at what is happening to him. He says, ‘I loathe my 

life; therefore I will give free rein to my complaint and speak out in the bitterness of my soul’ 

(v.1). 

Yet in the midst of all this he recognises that nothing is impossible with God. Job says, ‘God’s 

wisdom is so deep, God’s power so immense... He moves mountains before they know what’s 

happened, flips them on their heads on a whim... We’ll never comprehend all the great things he 

does; his miracle-surprises can’t be counted’ (Job 9:4–5,10, MSG). ‘You gave me life itself, and 

incredible love. You watched and guarded every breath I took’ (10:12, MSG). 

There is an extraordinary mixture here of honest struggles and faith. Job does not try and pretend 

that everything is all right, or that he can explain it, yet through it all he clings to what he knows 

of God. 

God was able to do in Job’s life what was impossible by human effort. God restored Job’s 

fortunes and ‘blessed the latter part of Job’s life more than the first’ (42:12). 

Whatever struggles you are facing at the moment, however difficult life looks, however 

impossible the situation seems, it is important to remember his love for you and trust that ‘with 

God all things are possible’ (Matthew 19:26). 

Lord, thank you for the example of Job – his faithfulness and trust in you even during the 

struggles of life. My life is in your hands and at your disposal. Thank you for your amazing love. 

Thank you that with you nothing is impossible. 

Get Into the Impossible 

Published Date: January 21, 2019 

SCRIPTURE: 

Jesus replied: It is because you don’t have enough faith! But I can promise you this. If you had 

faith no larger than a mustard seed, you could tell this mountain to move from here to there. And 

it would. Everything would be possible for you.  

(Matthew 17:20 CEV) 
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DEVOTIONAL: 

Jesus really got fired up about His disciples getting into the impossible with God, and He wanted 

them to move in the realm of the impossible. He wants us to move in the realm of the impossible, 

too. What is the impossible? It is anything that is not possible in the natural or physical world we 

live in. That which is impossible is that which we know natural laws forbid, our minds cannot 

reason out, or our physical senses cannot perceive. 

Jesus was talking about getting into the spiritual realm of possibility that overrides all natural 

laws. We get into the impossible when we believe God and His Word with every fiber of our 

being. What we believe may seem illogical and impossible to human thinking, but it is no 

challenge to the Creator of the Universe—who just happens to be our Daddy! 

We are citizens of the Kingdom of God, dwelling in a place where everything happens by faith in 

God and His Word. And, as Jesus said, if we can believe, all things are possible to us. What is 

impossible to the natural man and woman is possible to the spiritual man and woman who 

believe. 

To expand our capacity to believe, we read, study, and meditate on His Word day and night. We 

commune with our Teacher, the Holy Spirit, and we act according to His leading. Abiding in the 

Word and following the Spirit get us into the impossible. We begin to see and believe things we 

never could see and believe before! 

PRAYER: 

Lord, thank you that it is Your will for me, as a citizen of Your kingdom, to walk in the realm of 

the impossible! Help me to be faithful to meditate in Your Word every day and follow the 

leading of Your Spirit. In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 

 

Our Impossible Circumstances 

While some days the will to keep fighting this battle feels impossible, two things keep me in the 

fight: The first is the finish line where the glory of Christ awaits us for eternity. Along with that 

is the amazing truth that Christ has already won this battle for us! As his children, we simply 

need to hold firmly to him.   

Yet, even though we are assured of victory in Christ, how do we persevere day to day when the 

reality of our trials makes us feel far from victorious? What do we do when our circumstances 

seem more like a hindrance to serving the Lord and living our life to the fullest?  

Maybe your life has taken a detour, derailing your plans and leaving you unsure, or even afraid, 

of what your future may hold. Or maybe you were pursuing a goal, dream, or ministry 

opportunity when a devastating diagnosis or a strained relationship shut the door on where you 
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thought God was leading you. Perhaps the loss of a loved one has sent you spiraling into 

unpredictable waves of grief, leaving you paralyzed and unsure of how to keep moving. There 

are countless circumstances that can leave us perplexed, afraid of the future, and feeling 

powerless to improve our situation. 

However, despite how helpless we may feel in these moments, we are never truly helpless, and 

it’s never a surprise to God. In fact, it’s in these very moments that we are driven into a deeper 

trust in God’s sovereignty, goodness, faithfulness, and power, and have the opportunity to watch 

him work in ways that only he can. 

Peter’s Impossible Circumstance 

Take, for example, the account of Peter’s imprisonment in Acts 12:1-17. Shortly after King 

Herod killed James, the brother of John, he sought Peter’s life as well. Peter was arrested and 

handed over to four rotations of four guards, to be guarded until after Passover. 

As the story continued, I began to see how Peter’s imprisonment, which seemed to be both a 

threat to his life and a hindrance to the advancement of the gospel was, in fact, quite the 

opposite. 

Here are several encouragements we can take from Peter’s time in prison that can help us when 

we are tempted to give way to confusion, fear, anger, or weariness in own seasons of suffering.   

1. God sometimes allows circumstances that make it appear as if evil is winning, 

but only for a time. 

At first glance, it would seem that Peter’s imprisonment was getting in the way of the work 

Christ had given him. However, by the end of the account, we see how God used the enemy’s 

destructive attempts for his own purposes, to show the power of God to both his persecutors and 

the church.  

At times, circumstances that may seem like a hindrance to the gospel and a threat to our lives 

may be the very platform God uses for the gospel to be displayed through us. As believers, we 

can be confident that even circumstances that perplex us are being sovereignly orchestrated for 

the purpose of growing us up in Christ and displaying his glory. Evil may appear to flourish for a 

time, but the Lord has established its boundaries and will ultimately wield it for the advancement 

of his purposes.   

2. Some will see the power of God and turn to him in repentance, while others 

will see the power of God as a threat to their own power, and turn away. 

Now when Herod was about to bring him out, on that very night, Peter was sleeping between two 

soldiers, bound with two chains, and sentries before the door were guarding the prison. (Acts 

12:6) 



 

THE MYSTERY OF GOD BY DANNYBOY PIETERSE 

 

THE MYSTERY OF GOD INSTITUTION & PROJECTS 
If Herod felt it was necessary to chain Peter to two guards, with two more protecting the gate, he 

must have seen Peter as a powerful threat. Although the gospel  proclaims peace with God 

through repentance (not through violence or forced conversion), Christ made it clear that his 

message of salvation would not bring peace but a sword (Matthew 10:34). While Peter was not a 

man of violence, Herod feared the sword of truth that Peter was proclaiming, so much so, that he 

took every precaution to prevent his escape and the powerful influence he was having.  

We need to remember that if our lives are marked by the light of the gospel, we too may be seen 

as a threat to others. However, just as the Lord strengthened and taught Peter in preparation for 

this trial, we too are being strengthened and taught to be prepared to live as sheep among wolves. 

Our pain is never without a purpose, but we must keep our eyes on Christ and the security we 

have in him alone. 

3. No human means are powerful enough to silence the message of the gospel and 

restrain the power of God. 

And behold, an angel of the Lord stood next to him, and a light shone in the cell. He struck Peter 

on the side and woke him, saying, “Get up quickly.” And the chains fell off his hands. And the 

angel said to him, “Dress yourself and put on your sandals.” (vv. 7-8a) 

I love this picture. Shackled, naked, and facing imminent death; this is the true state of each one 

of us apart from the saving power of Christ. Just like Peter, we are powerless to save ourselves. 

By God’s grace, he came to us while we were helpless in the prison cell of sin. He shined his 

light into our darkness, broke our chains, clothed us in righteousness, saving us from God’s 

wrath and the imminent death that awaited us. What a Savior we have!  

You and I need to remember this when we find ourselves in the throes of affliction, feeling 

helpless and afraid of what might lie ahead. No pain, suffering, evil, or persecution is outside of 

God’s control and power to save. He is never overwhelmed or surprised by what happens in our 

lives, and he will be faithful to work in it and through it for his eternal and loving purposes. If he 

is able to save us from the chains of sin and the power of death, he is able to do more than we 

could ever ask or imagine (Ephesians 3:20). No human means to silence our witness for Christ is 

strong enough to withhold the purposes and power of God. We can rest in his faithful hands. 

4. The Lord does what we cannot do, but we must be willing to dress ourselves 

for action and follow him in obedience. 

And the angel said, “Dress yourself and put on your sandals.” And he did so. And he said to him, 

“Wrap your cloak around you and follow me.” And he went out and followed him. He did not 

know what was being done by the angel was real, but thought he was seeing a vision. When they 

had passed the first and second guard, they came to the iron gate leading into the city. It opened 

for them of its own accord, and they went out and went along one street, and immediately the 

angel left him. When Peter came to himself, he said, “Now I am sure that the Lord has sent his 

angel and rescued me from the hand of Herod and from all that the Jewish people were 

expecting.” (vv. 8-11) 
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The angel removed the chains from Peter’s hands and feet, leading the way to freedom. 

However, he required Peter’s faith and cooperation to get dressed and follow him in obedience.  

This is true for every believer. We have been freed from the power of sin and given the Holy 

Spirit, but we must take action in walking in the freedom we’ve been given. How foolish it 

would have been if Peter had responded to the angel’s commands with, “No, thank you for 

removing my chains, but I think I will stay and rest here a little while longer.” But don’t we 

sometimes respond that way in the choices we make? After we have been freed from the power 

of sin, do we sometimes resist the calling and responsibility that we have been given out of the 

fear of what might lie ahead or the comforts we may lose?  

We must take action! We need to dress ourselves, to be daily clothed in the Word of God and 

prayer. We need to put on our sandals, to discipline and train ourselves for the hard road of 

following Christ by laying aside the false comforts that hinder us and embrace a biblical, eternal 

perspective of the circumstances we experience. God gives us power to do what we cannot do 

ourselves, but we need to follow in obedience. 

God could have allowed this to be the end of Peter’s life, but he still had a purpose for him that 

had yet to be accomplished. No man could lay a finger on Peter until the Lord allowed it, yet 

Peter didn’t know what the outcome of this story would be. He had to trust the Lord in death, but 

also in life. In this moment, he didn’t even understand if what was happening to him was real, 

yet, he obediently followed. It wasn’t until after he was outside of the prison gates and the angel 

had left him, that he finally understood clearly what the Lord had done.  

I find this to be so applicable to our lives, don’t you? Often, when I am in the throes of affliction 

and facing a threat to my life, I feel disoriented and unsure of where God is leading me. Yet, as I 

obediently follow, trusting him when nothing makes sense at the time, I am almost always able 

to look back and see his faithfulness to save me from that which threatened to destroy me. 

Sometimes God delivers me from my circumstances, but when he doesn’t, he always equips and 

carries me through. Either way, it causes me to look back with an awe, trust, and deeper love for 

my Savior.  

5. The Lord’s powerful work in our lives is also meant for the strengthening and 

growth of the church. 

So Peter was kept in prison, but earnest prayer for him was made to God by the church. (v. 5) 

When he realized this, he went to the house of Mary the mother of John…where many were 

gathered together and were praying. (v. 12) 

When Peter knocked, a servant girl recognized his voice and, in her joy, she didn’t even open the 

door but ran to tell the others that Peter was free! What an amazing opportunity this body of 

believers was given to be part of God’s redemptive plan. These men and women who’d been 

praying for Peter’s release must have grown immensely in their faith as they saw the mighty 
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hand of God act on behalf of their prayers. Of course, God didn’t need their prayers to save 

Peter, but he allowed them to be intimately part of his purposes. 

God’s powerful act to save Peter was not only used for Peter’s growth, but for the growth of 

those praying for him, and for the revelation of God’s power to Herod and many others. No 

prison cell could prevent the advancement of the gospel through Peter’s life. 

Let’s remember that the body of Christ is a gift. At times, we will walk in Peter’s shoes 

(hopefully not in prison) as the one suffering, while at other times we will be among those who 

have the privilege to pray for another. Either way, as we allow others to enter into our lives and 

walk alongside of us, even the messy and painful parts, Christ will use our lives both as a witness 

to unbelievers and to strengthen his church. What a blessing it is to be used in ways far greater 

than ourselves. 

God’s Glory in the Impossible 

Christian brother or sister, do you feel as though you are in your own prison cell in one form or 

another? Do you feel trapped in a habitual sin? Are you so burdened with grief that you feel 

helpless to even get out of bed? Do you feel paralyzed by suffering or a fear of the future? Do 

you feel stuck in a rut of dry devotions and a lack of desire for Christ and his truth?  

Although we may feel like it at times, you and I are not hopeless! We serve a powerful God who 

loved us enough to sacrifice his own Son for our freedom and salvation. That doesn’t always 

mean that we’ll be rescued in the way we initially desire on this earth, just as Christ and his 

disciples were not spared from pain, grief, and struggle. But be encouraged that your suffering is 

never random or without a purpose. We are promised that as we trust his power and control over 

our lives, he will equip us for everything he calls us to. It may be unpleasant or even despairing 

at the moment, but Christ will ultimately use every moment of it for our good and for the joy of 

bringing him glory. 

We will find comfort and hope in remembering that our chains have been broken, Christ’s light 

has driven out the darkness, and he will continue to lead us by his strong saving power.  

This season of suffering in my life has felt like one that will never end. But it has given me 

constant opportunities to let go of my desire for control, and is teaching me to trust his leading 

and provision along the way. While our flesh never likes to feel powerless, it is precisely during 

those times that we can see Christ’s nearness, power, and provision in the greatest ways. When 

we feel overcome by the weight of our circumstances and the battle seems to be more than we 

can bear, we can wait, watch, and trust in the saving power of our God. 

In my distress I called upon the Lord; to my God I cried for help. From his temple he heard my 

voice, and my cry to him reached his ears. He sent from on high, he took me; he drew me out of 

many waters. He rescued me from my strong enemy and from those who hated me, for they were 

too mighty for me. They confronted me in the day of my calamity, but the Lord was my support. 
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He brought me out into a broad place; he rescued me, because he delighted in me. (Psalm 18:6, 

16-19). 

What Does it Mean to Say "I Believe" Something Is 

True?  

What Is Belief?  

A belief is a mental attitude that some proposition is true. For every given proposition, every 

person either has or lacks the mental attitude that it is true—there is no middle ground between 

the presence or absence of a belief. In the case of gods, everyone either has a belief that at least 

one god of some sort exists or they lack any such belief. 

Belief is distinct from judgment, which is a conscious mental act that involves arriving at a 

conclusion about a proposition (and thus usually creating a belief). Whereas belief is the mental 

attitude that some proposition is true rather than false, judgment is the evaluation of a proposition 

as reasonable, fair, misleading, etc. 

Because it is a type of disposition, it isn't necessary for a belief to be constantly and consciously 

manifested. We all have many beliefs of which we are not consciously aware. There may even be 

beliefs which some people never consciously think about. However, to be a belief, there should 

at least be the possibility that it can manifest. A belief that a god exists often depends on 

numerous other beliefs which a person hasn't consciously considered. 

Belief vs. Knowledge  

Although some people treat them as almost synonymous, belief and knowledge are very distinct. 

The most widely accepted definition of knowledge is that something is "known" only when it is a 

"justified, true belief." This means that if Joe "knows" some proposition X, then all of the 

following must be the case: 

 Joe believes X 

 X is true 

 Joe has good reasons to believe X 

If the first is absent, then Joe should believe it because it is true and there are good reasons for 

believing it, but Joe has made a mistake for believing something else. If the second is absent, 

then Joe has an erroneous belief. If the third is absent, then Joe has made a lucky guess rather 

than knowing something. 

While atheists can't typically deny that a person believes in some god, they can deny that 

believers have sufficient justification for their belief. Atheists may go further and deny that it is 
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true that any gods exist, but even if it is true that something warranting the label "god" is out 

there, none of the reasons offered by theists justifies accepting their claims as true. 

Beliefs about the World  

Brought together, beliefs and knowledge form a mental representation of the world around you. 

A belief about the world is the mental attitude that the world is structured in some way rather 

than another. 

This means that beliefs are necessarily the foundation for action: whatever actions you take in 

the world around you, they are based on your mental representation of the world. In the case of 

theistic religions, this representation includes supernatural realms and entities. 

As a consequence, if you believe something is true, you must be willing to act as if it were true. 

If you are unwilling to act as though it is true, you can't really claim to believe it. This is why 

actions can matter much more than words.  

We can't know the contents of a person's mind, but we can know if their actions are consistent 

with what they say they believe. A religious believer might claim that they love neighbors and 

sinners, for example, but does their behavior actually reflect such love? 

Why Are Beliefs Important?  

Beliefs are important because behavior is important and your behavior depends on your beliefs. 

Everything you do can be traced back to beliefs you hold about the world—everything from 

brushing your teeth to your career. Beliefs also help determine your reactions to others' 

behavior—for example, their refusal to brush their teeth or their own career choices. 

All this means that beliefs are not an entirely private matter. Even beliefs you try to keep to 

yourself may influence your actions enough to become a matter of legitimate concern for others. 

Believers certainly can't argue that their religions have no impact on their behavior. On the 

contrary, believers are frequently seen arguing that their religion is critical for the development 

of correct behavior. The more important the behavior in question is, the more important the 

underlying beliefs must be. The more important those beliefs are, the more important it is that 

they be open to examination, questioning, and challenges. 

Tolerance and Intolerance of Beliefs  

Given the link between belief and behavior, to what extent must beliefs be tolerated and to what 

extent is intolerance justified? It would be legally difficult (not to mention impossible on a 

practical level) to suppress beliefs, but we can be tolerant or intolerant of ideas in a wide variety 

of ways. 

https://www.learnreligions.com/the-bible-4684895
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Racism is not legally suppressed, but most moral, sensible adults refuse to tolerate racism in their 

presence. We are intolerant: we don't stay silent while racists talk about their ideology, we don't 

stay in their presence, and we don't vote for racist politicians. The reason is clear: racist beliefs 

form the foundation for racist behavior and this is harmful. 

It's difficult to think that anyone but a racist would object to such intolerance of racism. Yet, if 

it's legitimate to be intolerant of racism, then we should be willing to consider intolerance of 

other beliefs as well. 

The real question is how much harm the beliefs might ultimately cause, either directly or 

indirectly. Beliefs can cause harm directly by promoting or justifying harm towards others. 

Beliefs can cause harm indirectly by promoting false representations of the world as knowledge 

while preventing believers from subjecting those representations to critical, skeptical scrutiny. 

Three kinds of Havens 

When the term "heaven" is not used symbolically in Scripture, it usually refers to one of three 

realms.  

 

(1) Our Immediate Atmosphere  

 

(2) Outer Space (The Sun, Moon, And Stars)  

 

(3) The Home Of God  

 

Consequently we find the Bible speaking of more than one heaven or multiple heavens.  

 

More Than One Heaven 

 

The fact that Jesus passed through the heavens gives evidence there is more than one heaven.  

 

 

Seeing then that we have a great High Priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son 

of God, let us hold fast our confession (Hebrews 4:14). 

 

Third Heaven 

 

Furthermore the Bible refers to the third heaven.  

 

 

I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the third heaven. Whether it 

was in the body or out of the body I do not know - God knows (2 Corinthians 12:2). 

 

If there is a third heaven, it seems there must also be a first and second heaven. The Bible, 

https://www.learnreligions.com/atheism-and-agnosticism-4684819
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/hebrews/4/14/s_1137014
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/2corinthians/12/2/s_1090002


 

THE MYSTERY OF GOD BY DANNYBOY PIETERSE 

 

THE MYSTERY OF GOD INSTITUTION & PROJECTS 
however, does not mention a first and second heaven.  

 

1. The Atmospheric Heaven - The First Heaven 

 

The atmospheric heavens include the air that we breathe as well as the space that immediately 

surrounds the earth. The technical term for this is the "troposphere." It extends about twenty 

miles above the earth. The space above this is called the "stratosphere." The Scripture uses the 

term heaven to describe this area.  

I will destroy humanity whom I have created from the face of the earth, both humans and beasts, 

creeping thing and birds of heaven (Genesis 6:7). 

 

Look at the birds of the air, for they neither sow nor reap nor gather in barns; yet your heavenly 

Father feeds them (Matthew 6:26). 

 

The word translated "air" is ouranos, the same Greek word that is elsewhere translated "heaven." 

We have another example of this use in the book of James.  

And he [Elijah] prayed again, and the heaven gave rain, and the earth produced fruit (James 

5:18). 

2. The Celestial Heaven - The Second Heaven 

 

This use of the term heaven refers to outer space or the stellar heaven. It includes the sun, moon, 

and stars.  

Immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not 

give its light; the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken 

(Matthew 24:29). 

 

Stars are said to be in heaven.  

And take heed, lest you lift up your eyes to heaven, and when you see the sun, the moon, and the 

stars, all the host of heaven, you feel driven to worship them and serve them, which the Lord 

your God has given to all the peoples under the whole heaven as a heritage (Deuteronomy 4:19). 

Heaven Of Heavens 

 

The Scripture speaks of heavenly spheres beyond that which is visible from the earth. It is called 

the heaven of heavens.  

Indeed heaven and the highest heavens belong to the Lord your God, also the earth with all that 

is in it (Deuteronomy 10:14). 

 

The psalmist wrote.  
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Praise Him, you heaven of heavens and you waters above the heavens! (Psalm 148:4). 

3. Heaven As The Home Of God - The Third Heaven 

 

The Bible is clear that God cannot be limited to any one geographical place.  

But will indeed God dwell on the earth? Behold, heaven and the heaven of heavens cannot 

contain You (1 Kings 8:27). 

 

Yet Scripture also teaches us that there is a certain geographical place where God resides. It is 

also designated heaven. The writer to the Hebrews said.  

The point of what we are saying is this: We do have such a high priest, who sat down at the right 

hand of the throne of the Majesty in heaven (Hebrews 8:1). 

Stephen knew he was going into the presence of the Lord.  

 

But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked up to heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus 

standing at the right hand of God (Acts 7:55). 

Heaven is called the presence of God.  

For Christ has not entered the holy places made with hands, which are copies of the true, but into 

heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us (Hebrews 9:24). 

The location of the abode of God is not revealed in Scripture.  

 

Summary 

 

Sometime the word heaven is used symbolically in Scripture. When used of an actual place, 

Scripture speaks of three heavens.  

 

1. The first is the atmosphere above us.  

 

2. The second heaven is the stellar heaven, the sun, moon, and stars.  

 

3. The third heaven is where God resides, above the other two regions.  

 

God, however, is certainly not limited to one geographical place. 
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Our Appointment With Death 

There is a time and a season for every purpose in everything done under heaven: There is the 

time to plant, and a time to pluck up; There is the time to kill, and there is a time to heal; There is 

a time to love, and there is a time to hate; There is a time of war, and there is a time of peace; 

There is a time to weep, and there is a time to laugh; There is a time to mourn, and there is a time 

to dance; There is a time to be born, and there is a time to die." 

Death is the one appointment we all must keep — no exemptions – no exceptions. Hebrews 9:27 

states: “It is appointed unto every man once to die, but after that the judgment.” I have an 

appointment with death. You have an appointment with death. It’s the one appointment we can’t 

cancel or ignore. But there is something after death. Apostle Paul said in 2Cor.5:10:”For we must 

all stand before the judgment seat of Christ to receive the things done in the body, according to 

that which we have done, whether it be good or bad.” 

Jesus Christ will either say: “Well done, good and faithful servan; enter into the joys of the Lord 

prepared for you,” or He will say: “Depart from me — I never knew you.” 

Something else Solomon said in Ecclesiastes 7:1, referring to those who die in faith is: “The day 

of one's death is better than the day of one’s birth.” And his father King David actually said in 

Psalm 116:15: “Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his saints.” We may wonder, how 

can this be, that the death of a loved one, which brings the deepest grief of any human 

experience, is to God precious? 

It is because death is the final separation between the children of God and our Heavenly Father! 

It is the final barrier we all must pass through before breaking into the everlasting light of God’s 

eternally blessed, peaceful, and joyful presence! And this is why death holds no fear for the child 

of God. As David said in Psalm 23: “Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of 

death, I will fear no evil; for thou art with me.” 

When our time comes to pass through that final exit of Death’s Valley into the land of the living, 

we whose trust is in Christ, can face it without fear. Now I know that most people think that this 

Earth is the land of the living, but they are mistaken. We here on earth or in the land of the 

dying! Heaven is the land of the living where death cannot enter! 

John described it in Revelation 21:4: "And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and 

there shall be no more death: neither sorrow nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain, for 

the former things are passed away." 

Let me assure you: Heaven is not in euphemism or a metaphorical escape we have created to 

ease the pain of this life and the finality of the sorrow of death. It’s not just a story we tell 

children, so they will not be sad. 
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Heaven is a real planet, a celestial city located in the northernmost part of the third heaven, and 

Jesus said in John 14:1: “I go to prepare a place for you in my father's house….That where I am, 

you may be also.” Your precious father, grandfather, brother, loved one, Uncle Billy, is where 

Jesus is! “For to be absent from the body is to be present with the Lord”, Paul said in 2Cor. 5:8. 

At the moment of death, the child of God steps into the presence of the Lord.  

 

There is no reincarnation, coming back on the wheel of karma to try to do better the next time 

around. There's no soul sleep — that when you're dead, you're dead: “So let us eat, and drink, 

and be merry: for tomorrow we die”, and that's it. No! Death is the final gateway into eternity. 

James 2:26 states: “The body without the spirit is dead,” but it’s not vice versa, for the spirit of 

man is eternal. 

 

Those who have died in Christ are actually more alive than we are! 

 

Because the Bible says in 1Corinthians chapter 15, we will receive a new body at the 

resurrection of the righteous. It will not be of terrestrial substance like our earthly bodies, from 

the dust of the earth — but of a celestial substance that is immortal and incorruptible; not subject 

to death and forever free from sin’s corrupting power. 

Apostle Paul said: “Then shall be brought to pass that saying, O death, where is thy sting? O 

grave, where is thy victory? Because death is swallowed up in victory.” And Paul said that the 

sting of death is sin. For everyone who dies without Christ as his Savior, death holds a fatal 

stinger. But for the child of God, death has no stinger, because on the cross, Jesus took the 

stinger out of death for those who believe in Him for the forgiveness of their sins. When He 

arose on the third day, He promised us: “Because I live — you shall live also!” 

This is why we can experience the death of a loved one without feeling the sting of death. This 

does not mean that we will not feel the pain of our loss. It's impossible not to feel grief and 

sadness. These are part of the natural human grieving process. Even Jesus wept at the tomb of 

His dear friend Lazarus. 

Hospital chaplains have observed the different ways families express their grief over the death of 

loved ones. Some grieve over what they perceive to be the permanent loss of their loved one. But 

strong Christian families, by contrast, grieve only at the sadness of a temporary separation. For 

Paul said in 1Thess. 4:13: “We do not sorrow as those who have no hope.” And there is a 

difference! 

Paul said: “But I would not have you ignorant concerning them which are asleep (in death), that 

you sorrow not even as those who have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus Christ died and rose 

again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him.” 

The question is: Do we believe this? I do! 

Job, in the oldest book of the Bible, said: “If a man die, will he live again? All the days of my 

appointed time, will I wait until my change come…. For I know that my Redeemer lives, and 
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that he shall stand at the latter day upon the earth, and though after my skin worms destroy this 

body, yet in my flesh I shall see God” (Job 14:14, 19:25-26). 

And this is how it is going to happen: 

“For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain (in faith) 

unto the coming of the Lord, will not go before them which have died in Christ. For the Lord 

himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the Archangel, and the trump 

of God, and the dead in Christ, shall rise first. Then we which are alive and remain shall be 

caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so shall we ever be 

with the Lord. Wherefore” … he said: “Comfort one another with these words.” 

If you believe this and you have placed your faith in Christ, then your sorrow today is only 

temporary, because you know you will see your loved ones again. But if you have not placed 

your hope in Christ, then you are not ready to face eternity and to see them again. I urge you 

today to open your heart to the Savior. He is the risen Lord of glory. He said: “I am the way, the 

truth, and the life”, and He is the only one who has conquered sin, death, hell, and the grave; who 

has tasted death for every man and woman, so that we could have eternal life with Him in the 

Father's house. And He said: “Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in 

me. In my Father’s house are many mansions: If it were not so, I would have told you. And I go 

to prepare a place for you…” 

A young girl named Melody told her daddy she wanted a dollhouse, and he promised her he 

would build her one. Later that day as he sat in the den reading a book, he noticed Melody 

carrying out her dolls and playthings from the house and putting them in a pile on the lawn 

outside. He called to his wife: "What in the world is Melody doing with all her stuff on the 

lawn?" 

"Well," she replied, "You promised her you would build her a dollhouse, and she believed you, 

and she's getting her things ready to move in." 

Immediately he put down his book, drove to the lumber store in his truck, bought wood, and 

came back and built her a dollhouse. Why? Because he felt like it? No. Because she deserved it? 

Not necessarily. But because he had made her a promise, and she believed him, and he was going 

to keep his word! 

How much more will our Heavenly Father keep His word to us? How much more will Jesus our 

Savior keep His promises?! 

And He promised, “And if I go to prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you 

unto myself, that where I am — in Heaven with the Father — you may be also.” 

When is He coming back? I don’t know— No man knows the day or the hour. He said that he 

will come like a thief in the night, in a moment of the twinkling of an eye. That’s less than 

1,000th of a second. Jesus will come for His Church, and if you're not ready, you won't have 
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time to get ready. Today is the day of salvation, and now is the accepted time. For as Jesus told 

Nicodemus: "Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God…. For God so 

loved the world that he gave his only begotten son, that whosoever should believe on him, should 

not perish, but have everlasting life" (John 3:3 & 16). 
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