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The research is divided into three parts who speaks about the death of Jesus that brings 

salvation, deliverance, second chances and the role of the Holy Spirit. Part1 is about the death 

of Jesus, Part 2 Second Chances and Part 3 - The Holy Spirit. The death of Jesus was 

significant because only that death was the complete and final, once for all sacrifice for the 

sins of the world. "And by that will, we have been made holy through the sacrifice of the 

body of Jesus Christ once for all" (Hebrews 10:10). You get a second chance to get close to 

God. We don’t have to wait for a near death experience or the loss of loved to believe in 

second chances, or learn that we are about to lose someone to finally tell them how we truly 

feel about them. And because the death of Jesus God gave human kind a second chance. 

Before Jesus was sacrifice He said He will send the Holy Spirit to comfort us. 

With the birth of the Pentecostal and Charismatic Movements in the twentieth century and 

their amazing growth in recent years has come a new interest in the Bible's teaching and the 

church's doctrine of the Holy Spirit. Unquestionably, God is pouring out the Holy Spirit and 

bringing more people than ever before in history into the Kingdom. God decided before the 

foundation of the world that He would not let the death of His Son, Jesus Christ, be in vain. 

From the beginning, God sovereignly planned that these end times-before the return of 

Christ-would be times filled with an overwhelming deluge of His Holy Spirit, calling people 

to His side from the four corners of the Earth. More than ever, it seems critically important 

for God's people to have a vibrant, personal relationship with the Holy Spirit. 
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Background 

The Bible states; "The law requires that nearly everything be cleansed with blood, and without the 
shedding of blood there is no forgiveness" (Hebrews 9:22). The Old Testament sacrifices for sin 
began even before the law was given through Moses to the nation of Israel. That first sacrifice was 
the animal that was slain by God to "cover" the nakedness of Adam and Eve (Genesis 3:21) when 
they sinned by disobedience to God's only requirement (Genesis 2:17). This covering was an act of 
God's grace and was a foreshadowing of the last sacrifice for sin, the death of Jesus Christ. 
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The sacrifice of animals as a covering for sin continued throughout Israel's history until the temple 
was destroyed in A.D. 70. However, the sacrifice of Jesus Christ on the cross was the last offering of 
the "Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!" (John 1:29). The death of Jesus was 
significant because His death did not just cover sin, it redeemed sin. Those who trust in the LORD 
Jesus Christ as their savior are redeemed or bought out of sin because Jesus paid the full price for sin 
and offered God's grace to whoever believes. 
 
The death of Jesus was significant because only that death was the complete and final, once for all 
sacrifice for the sins of the world. "And by that will, we have been made holy through the sacrifice of 
the body of Jesus Christ once for all" (Hebrews 10:10). 
 
However, there is truth about the death of Jesus on the cross that is overlooked by many. Jesus' 
physical death or physical separation from His body was significant but it was only after the price for 
our sin had been paid and Jesus cried "It is finished" that He died physically. His physical death was 
important because of the resurrection that followed, however, it was not Jesus' physical death that 
paid the ransom for the sin of man. If that were all it took then any man's death would have sufficed. 
The death of Jesus was a unique, one of a kind, once for all death that ransomed mankind from sin 
and satisfied the righteousness of God and made it possible for man to once again have a personal 
relationship with God. 
 
The simple definition of death is separation. Jesus and the Father are One and that knowledge was 
with Jesus through out His life here on earth (John 17:11). However, during the three hours of 
darkness as Jesus hung on the cross, God judicially placed upon Christ the sin of the world and then 
turned His face from the Son (Mark 15:34). It was this separation that paid the price for our sin. We 
know that the Father accepted the Son's sacrifice because Jesus said, "It is finished" and then He 
cried, "Father, into your hands I commit my spirit" (Luke 23:46). It was then that Jesus gave up His 
Spirit. As Jesus had taught, "The reason my Father loves me is that I lay down my life - only to take it 
up again. No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down 
and authority to take it up again. This command I received from my Father" (John 10:17-18). 
 
Therefore Jesus' statement, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father 
except through me" (John 14:6) became total reality with the death of Jesus, His resurrection, and 
His ascension back to the Father to prepare a place for all who trust in His sacrifice for sin. 

From noon until three in the afternoon darkness came over all the land. 46 About three in the 

afternoon Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Eli, Eli lema sabachthani?” (Which means “My 

God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”). 

When some of those standing there heard this, they said, “He’s calling Elijah.” 

Immediately one of them ran and got a sponge. He filled it with wine vinegar, put it on a 

staff, and offered it to Jesus to drink. The rest said, “Now leave him alone. Let’s see if Elijah 

comes to save him.” 

And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, he gave up his spirit. 

At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. The earth 

shook, the rocks split and the tombs broke open. The bodies of many holy people who had 

https://www.allaboutgod.com/plan-of-salvation.htm
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died were raised to life. They came out of the tombs after Jesus’ resurrection and went into 

the holy city and appeared too many people. 

When the centurion and those with him who were guarding Jesus saw the earthquake and all 

that had happened, they were terrified, and exclaimed, “Surely he was the Son of God!” 

Many women were there, watching from a distance. They had followed Jesus from Galilee to 

care for his needs. Among them were Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James and 

Joseph, and the mother of Zebedee’s sons. 

ABSTRACT 

King Jesus proclaimed His assignment:  “The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He has 

anointed Me to preach the gospel to the poor; He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, to 

proclaim liberty to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who 

are oppressed; to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord.   
 

The Lord God's purpose is the same as it has always been:  to exercise dominion and authority 

over the earthly realm under His sovereign kingdom.  That has never changed.  What has 

changed is our position.  Adam and Eve's abdication of their rightful place of authority allowed 

the deceiver, who is an unemployed cherub, to usurp the throne the Lord God intended for us 

to occupy.  I must say, fortunately for us the Lord God did not simply write us off and wipe us 

off planet earth and start over again.  His eternal purpose will never be thwarted.  

 

His perfect will shall come to pass.  From the very beginning, the Lord God had a plan that 

would resolve over defection.   But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth 

His Son, born of a woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, 

that we might receive the adoption as sons.  God's purpose was to restore us to our full status 

as His sons and daughters and bring us back into His Kingdom.   

 

He sent Jesus as the Way and the Door.  Then Jesus said to them again, “Most assuredly, I 

say to you, I am the door of the sheep.   Faith in Jesus the Christ as the Son of God and in His 

death for our disobedience (sin) resurrected our life.  Jesus is the doorway through which we 

enter the Kingdom of God.  Keep in mind, everywhere Jesus went, He preached the Kingdom.   And 
Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the gospel of the 
kingdom, and healing all kinds of sickness and all kinds of disease among the people. That 
was His assignment.  Jesus' primary message was not the born-again message that dominates gospel 
preaching.  In His entire recorded ministry, Jesus spoke only once about being born again, and that 
was in the middle of the night to a Pharisee named Nicodemus, who had come to Jesus 
privately.  Being born again is the way into the Kingdom; it is the necessary first step.  But the Gospel 
of the Kingdom involves much more 

Introduction 

The crucifixion of Jesus is recorded in the New Testament books, known as the Gospels - 

Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. This Bible story is the central summary of the saving 

Gospel of Jesus. Jesus had prophesied of his death in Matthew "from that time on Jesus began 

to explain to his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things at the hands of 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/
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the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and on the 

third day be raised to life." Jesus understood that his life would be required as a sacrifice for 

the sins of man.  

At the height of his ministry and miracles, many Jews came to believe in Jesus as Messiah, 

the Son of God. Jewish leaders feared Jesus because of his growing followers. With the help 

of Judas Iscariot, Roman soldiers arrested Jesus and he was put on trial for claiming to be the 

king of the Jews. According to Roman law, the punishment for rebellion against the king was 

death by crucifixion. 

The Roman governor Pontius Pilate was reluctant when it came to the punishment for Jesus. 

Pilate could find no wrong in Jesus, yet he wanted to give the people what they wanted, and 

that was the death of Jesus. Pilate washed his hands in front of the crowd to symbolize that he 

was not taking responsibility for the bloodshed of Jesus and then handed Jesus over to be 

beaten and lashed. Jesus had a crown of thorns thrust on his head and made to carry his cross 

along the pathway to the hill where he would be crucified. The location of Jesus' crucifixion 

is known as Calvary, which is translated from "a place of skull".  

Crowds had gathered to mourn and watch Jesus' death. Jesus was nailed to the cross between 

two criminals and his sides pierced by a sword. While Jesus was mocked, one of the 

criminals asked Jesus to remember him and Jesus responded: "Truly I tell you, today you will 

be with me in paradise." Jesus then looked to heaven and asked God "forgive them, for they 

do not know what they do." When taking his last breath, Jesus spoke: "Father, into your 

hands I commit my spirit...it is finished." 

Extraordinary events marked the death of Jesus. The sky was completely dark for three hours 

as Jesus hung on the cross. At the moment of his last breath, the earth shook, the temple 

curtain split from top to bottom, and the tombs of saints opened and their bodies raised from 

the dead.  

The crucifixion of Jesus was a part of God's plan from the very beginning of the birth of 

Jesus. The sin of mankind would require a sacrifice. The sinless life of Jesus was lived and 

given so that man could receive salvation and eternal life in heaven. The Scriptures below 

contain the full Bible story of the crucifixion. To learn more about the resurrection, visit our 

Bible story page on the Resurrection of Jesus.  

 Matthew 27:1-54  

 
1 Early in the morning, all the chief priests and the elders of the people made their plans how 

to have Jesus executed. 2 So they bound him, led him away and handed him over to Pilate the 

governor. 3 When Judas, who had betrayed him, saw that Jesus was condemned, he was 

seized with remorse and returned the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and the elders. 

4 “I have sinned,” he said, “for I have betrayed innocent blood.” “What is that to us?” they 

replied. “That’s your responsibility.” 5 So Judas threw the money into the temple and left. 

Then he went away and hanged himself. 6 The chief priests picked up the coins and said, “It 

is against the law to put this into the treasury, since it is blood money.” 7 So they decided to 

use the money to buy the potter’s field as a burial place for foreigners.  

 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/bible-stories/the-resurrection-of-jesus-bible-story.html
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8 That is why it has been called the Field of Blood to this day. 9 Then what was spoken by 

Jeremiah the prophet was fulfilled: “They took the thirty pieces of silver, the price set on him 

by the people of Israel, 10 and they used them to buy the potter’s field, as the Lord 

commanded me.” 11 Meanwhile Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor asked 

him, “Are you the king of the Jews?” “You have said so,” Jesus replied. 12 When he was 

accused by the chief priests and the elders, he gave no answer. 13 Then Pilate asked him, 

“Don’t you hear the testimony they are bringing against you?” 14 But Jesus made no reply, 

not even to a single charge—to the great amazement of the governor. 15 Now it was the 

governor’s custom at the festival to release a prisoner chosen by the crowd. 16 At that time 

they had a well-known prisoner whose name was Jesus Barabbas. 17 So when the crowd had 

gathered, Pilate asked them, “Which one do you want me to release to you: Jesus Barabbas, 

or Jesus who is called the Messiah?” 18 For he knew it was out of self-interest that they had 

handed Jesus over to him. 19 While Pilate was sitting on the judge’s seat, his wife sent him 

this message: “Don’t have anything to do with that innocent man, for I have suffered a great 

deal today in a dream because of him.” 20 But the chief priests and the elders persuaded the 

crowd to ask for Barabbas and to have Jesus executed. 21 “Which of the two do you want me 

to release to you?” asked the governor. “Barabbas,” they answered. 22 “What shall I do, then, 

with Jesus who is called the Messiah?” Pilate asked. They all answered, “Crucify him!” 23 

“Why? What crime has he committed?” asked Pilate. But they shouted all the louder, 

“Crucify him!” 24 When Pilate saw that he was getting nowhere, but that instead an uproar 

was starting, he took water and washed his hands in front of the crowd. “I am innocent of this 

man’s blood,” he said. “It is your responsibility!”  

 

25 All the people answered, “His blood is on us and on our children!” 26 Then he released 

Barabbas to them. But he had Jesus flogged, and handed him over to be crucified. 27 Then 

the governor’s soldiers took Jesus into the Praetorium and gathered the whole company of 

soldiers around him. 28 They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, 29 and then twisted 

together a crown of thorns and set it on his head. They put a staff in his right hand. Then they 

knelt in front of him and mocked him. “Hail, king of the Jews!” they said. 30 They spit on 

him, and took the staff and struck him on the head again and again.  

 

31 After they had mocked him, they took off the robe and put his own clothes on him. Then 

they led him away to crucify him. 32 As they were going out, they met a man from Cyrene, 

named Simon, and they forced him to carry the cross. 33 They came to a place called 

Golgotha (which means “the place of the skull”). 34 There they offered Jesus wine to drink, 

mixed with gall; but after tasting it, he refused to drink it. 35 When they had crucified him, 

they divided up his clothes by casting lots. 36 And sitting down, they kept watch over him 

there. 37 Above his head they placed the written charge against him: THIS IS JESUS, THE 

KING OF THE JEWS.  

 

38 Two rebels were crucified with him, one on his right and one on his left. 39 Those who 

passed by hurled insults at him, shaking their heads 40 and saying, “You who are going to 

destroy the temple and build it in three days, save yourself! Come down from the cross, if 

you are the Son of God!” 41 In the same way the chief priests, the teachers of the law and the 

elders mocked him. 42 “He saved others,” they said, “but he can’t save himself! He’s the 

king of Israel! Let him come down now from the cross, and we will believe in him.  

 

43 He trusts in God. Let God rescue him now if he wants him, for he said, ‘I am the Son of 

God.’ ” 44 In the same way the rebels who were crucified with him also heaped insults on 
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him. 45 From noon until three in the afternoon darkness came over all the land. 46 About 

three in the afternoon Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Eli, Eli,lemasabachthani?” (which 

means “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”). 47 When some of those standing 

there heard this, they said, “He’s calling Elijah.” 48 Immediately one of them ran and got a 

sponge. He filled it with wine vinegar, put it on a staff, and offered it to Jesus to drink.  

 

49 The rest said, “Now leave him alone. Let’s see if Elijah comes to save him.” 50 And when 

Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, he gave up his spirit. 51 At that moment the curtain 

of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. The earth shook, the rocks split 52 and the 

tombs broke open. The bodies of many holy people who had died were raised to life. 53 They 

came out of the tombs after Jesus’ resurrection and went into the holy city and appeared to 

many people. 54 When the centurion and those with him who were guarding Jesus saw the 

earthquake and all that had happened, they were terrified, and exclaimed, “Surely he was the 

Son of God!”  

Mark 15:1-40  

1 Very early in the morning, the chief priests, with the elders, the teachers of the law and the 

whole Sanhedrin, made their plans. So they bound Jesus, led him away and handed him over 

to Pilate. 2 “Are you the king of the Jews?” asked Pilate. “You have said so,” Jesus replied. 3 

The chief priests accused him of many things. 4 So again Pilate asked him, “Aren’t you going 

to answer? See how many things they are accusing you of.” 5 But Jesus still made no reply, 

and Pilate was amazed. 6 Now it was the custom at the festival to release a prisoner whom 

the people requested. 7 A man called Barabbas was in prison with the insurrectionists who 

had committed murder in the uprising.  

 

8 The crowd came up and asked Pilate to do for them what he usually did. 9 “Do you want 

me to release to you the king of the Jews?” asked Pilate, 10 knowing it was out of self-

interest that the chief priests had handed Jesus over to him. 11 But the chief priests stirred up 

the crowd to have Pilate release Barabbas instead. 12 “What shall I do, then, with the one you 

call the king of the Jews?” Pilate asked them. 13 “Crucify him!” they shouted. 14 “Why? 

What crime has he committed?” asked Pilate. But they shouted all the louder, “Crucify him!” 

15 Wanting to satisfy the crowd, Pilate released Barabbas to them. He had Jesus flogged, and 

handed him over to be crucified. 16 The soldiers led Jesus away into the palace (that is, the 

Praetorium) and called together the whole company of soldiers.  

 

17 They put a purple robe on him, then twisted together a crown of thorns and set it on him. 

18 And they began to call out to him, “Hail, king of the Jews!” 19 Again and again they 

struck him on the head with a staff and spit on him. Falling on their knees, they paid homage 

to him. 20 And when they had mocked him, they took off the purple robe and put his own 

clothes on him. Then they led him out to crucify him. 21 A certain man from Cyrene, Simon, 

the father of Alexander and Rufus, was passing by on his way in from the country, and they 

forced him to carry the cross. 22 They brought Jesus to the place called Golgotha (which 

means “the place of the skull”). 23 Then they offered him wine mixed with myrrh, but he did 

not take it. 24 And they crucified him. Dividing up his clothes, they cast lots to see what each 

would get.  

 

25 It was nine in the morning when they crucified him. 26 The written notice of the charge 

against him read: THE KING OF THE JEWS. 27 They crucified two rebels with him, one on 
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his right and one on his left. 29 Those who passed by hurled insults at him, shaking their 

heads and saying, “So! You who are going to destroy the temple and build it in three days, 30 

come down from the cross and save yourself !” 31 In the same way the chief priests and the 

teachers of the law mocked him among themselves. “He saved others,” they said, “but he 

can’t save himself! 32 Let this Messiah, this king of Israel, come down now from the cross, 

that we may see and believe.” Those crucified with him also heaped insults on him. 33 At 

noon, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. 34 And at three in the 

afternoon Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” (which means “My 

God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”).  

 

35 When some of those standing near heard this, they said, “Listen, he’s calling Elijah.” 36 

Someone ran, filled a sponge with wine vinegar, put it on a staff, and offered it to Jesus to 

drink. “Now leave him alone. Let’s see if Elijah comes to take him down,” he said. 37 With a 

loud cry, Jesus breathed his last. 38 The curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to 

bottom. 39 And when the centurion, who stood there in front of Jesus, saw how he died, he 

said, “Surely this man was the Son of God!” 40 Some women were watching from a distance. 

Among them were Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James the younger and of Joseph, 

and Salome. 41 In Galilee these women had followed him and cared for his needs. Many 

other women who had come up with him to Jerusalem were also there.  

Luke 23:1-48  

1 Then the whole assembly rose and led him off to Pilate. 2 And they began to accuse him, 

saying, “We have found this man subverting our nation. He opposes payment of taxes to 

Caesar and claims to be Messiah, a king.” 3 So Pilate asked Jesus, “Are you the king of the 

Jews?” “You have said so,” Jesus replied. 4 Then Pilate announced to the chief priests and 

the crowd, “I find no basis for a charge against this man.” 5 But they insisted, “He stirs up the 

people all over Judea by his teaching. He started in Galilee and has come all the way here.” 6 

On hearing this, Pilate asked if the man was a Galilean. 7 When he learned that Jesus was 

under Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent him to Herod, who was also in Jerusalem at that time.  

 

8 When Herod saw Jesus, he was greatly pleased, because for a long time he had been 

wanting to see him. From what he had heard about him, he hoped to see him perform a sign 

of some sort. 9 He plied him with many questions, but Jesus gave him no answer. 10 The 

chief priests and the teachers of the law were standing there, vehemently accusing him. 11 

Then Herod and his soldiers ridiculed and mocked him. Dressing him in an elegant robe, they 

sent him back to Pilate. 12 That day Herod and Pilate became friends—before this they had 

been enemies. 13 Pilate called together the chief priests, the rulers and the people, 14 and said 

to them, “You brought me this man as one who was inciting the people to rebellion. I have 

examined him in your presence and have found no basis for your charges against him.  

 

15 Neither has Herod, for he sent him back to us; as you can see, he has done nothing to 

deserve death. 16 Therefore, I will punish him and then release him. ” 18 But the whole 

crowd shouted, “Away with this man! Release Barabbas to us!” 19 (Barabbas had been 

thrown into prison for an insurrection in the city, and for murder.) 20 Wanting to release 

Jesus, Pilate appealed to them again. 21 But they kept shouting, “Crucify him! Crucify him!” 

22 For the third time he spoke to them: “Why? What crime has this man committed? I have 

found in him no grounds for the death penalty. Therefore I will have him punished and then 

release him.” 23 But with loud shouts they insistently demanded that he be crucified, and 
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their shouts prevailed. 24 So Pilate decided to grant their demand. 25 He released the man 

who had been thrown into prison for insurrection and murder, the one they asked for, and 

surrendered Jesus to their will. 26 As the soldiers led him away, they seized Simon from 

Cyrene, who was on his way in from the country, and put the cross on him and made him 

carry it behind Jesus. 27 A large number of people followed him, including women who 

mourned and wailed for him. 28 Jesus turned and said to them, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do 

not weep for me; weep for yourselves and for your children. 29 For the time will come when 

you will say, ‘Blessed are the childless women, the wombs that never bore and the breasts 

that never nursed!’  

 

30 Then “ ‘they will say to the mountains, “Fall on us!” and to the hills, “Cover us!” ’ 31 For 

if people do these things when the tree is green, what will happen when it is dry?” 32 Two 

other men, both criminals, were also led out with him to be executed. 33 When they came to 

the place called the Skull, they crucified him there, along with the criminals—one on his 

right, the other on his left. 34 Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what 

they are doing.” And they divided up his clothes by casting lots. 35 The people stood 

watching, and the rulers even sneered at him. They said, “He saved others; let him save 

himself if he is God’s Messiah, the Chosen One.” 36 The soldiers also came up and mocked 

him. They offered him wine vinegar 37 and said, “If you are the king of the Jews, save 

yourself.”  

 

38 There was a written notice above him, which read: THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS. 

39 One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: “Aren’t you the Messiah? Save 

yourself and us!” 40 But the other criminal rebuked him. “Don’t you fear God,” he said, 

“since you are under the same sentence? 41 We are punished justly, for we are getting what 

our deeds deserve. But this man has done nothing wrong.” 42 Then he said, “Jesus, remember 

me when you come into your kingdom. ” 43 Jesus answered him, “Truly I tell you, today you 

will be with me in paradise.” 44 It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole 

land until three in the afternoon,  

 

45 for the sun stopped shining. And the curtain of the temple was torn in two. 46 Jesus called 

out with a loud voice, “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.” When he had said this, he 

breathed his last. 47 The centurion, seeing what had happened, praised God and said, “Surely 

this was a righteous man.” 48 When all the people who had gathered to witness this sight saw 

what took place, they beat their breasts and went away. 49 But all those who knew him, 

including the women who had followed him from Galilee, stood at a distance, watching these 

things.  

John 19:1-30  

1 Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. 2 The soldiers twisted together a crown of 

thorns and put it on his head. They clothed him in a purple robe 3 and went up to him again 

and again, saying, “Hail, king of the Jews!” And they slapped him in the face. 4 Once more 

Pilate came out and said to the Jews gathered there, “Look, I am bringing him out to you to 

let you know that I find no basis for a charge against him.” 5 When Jesus came out wearing 

the crown of thorns and the purple robe, Pilate said to them, “Here is the man!” 6 As soon as 

the chief priests and their officials saw him, they shouted, “Crucify! Crucify!” But Pilate 

answered, “You take him and crucify him. As for me, I find no basis for a charge against 

him.” 7 The Jewish leaders insisted, “We have a law, and according to that law he must die, 
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because he claimed to be the Son of God.” 8 When Pilate heard this, he was even more 

afraid, 9 and he went back inside the palace. “Where do you come from?” he asked Jesus, but 

Jesus gave him no answer. 10 “Do you refuse to speak to me?” Pilate said. “Don’t you realize 

I have power either to free you or to crucify you?” 11 Jesus answered, “You would have no 

power over me if it were not given to you from above. Therefore the one who handed me 

over to you is guilty of a greater sin.”  

 

12 From then on, Pilate tried to set Jesus free, but the Jewish leaders kept shouting, “If you 

let this man go, you are no friend of Caesar. Anyone who claims to be a king opposes 

Caesar.” 13 When Pilate heard this, he brought Jesus out and sat down on the judge’s seat at a 

place known as the Stone Pavement (which in Aramaic is Gabbatha). 14 It was the day of 

Preparation of the Passover; it was about noon. “Here is your king,” Pilate said to the Jews. 

15 But they shouted, “Take him away! Take him away! Crucify him!” “Shall I crucify your 

king?” Pilate asked. “We have no king but Caesar,” the chief priests answered. 16 Finally 

Pilate handed him over to them to be crucified. So the soldiers took charge of Jesus.  

 

17 Carrying his own cross, he went out to the place of the Skull (which in Aramaic is called 

Golgotha). 18 There they crucified him, and with him two others—one on each side and 

Jesus in the middle. 19 Pilate had a notice prepared and fastened to the cross. It read: JESUS 

OF NAZARETH, THE KING OF THE JEWS. 20 Many of the Jews read this sign, for the 

place where Jesus was crucified was near the city, and the sign was written in Aramaic, Latin 

and Greek. 21 The chief priests of the Jews protested to Pilate, “Do not write ‘The King of 

the Jews,’ but that this man claimed to be king of the Jews.” 22 Pilate answered, “What I 

have written, I have written.” 23 When the soldiers crucified Jesus, they took his clothes, 

dividing them into four shares, one for each of them, with the undergarment remaining. This 

garment was seamless, woven in one piece from top to bottom.  

 

24 “Let’s not tear it,” they said to one another. “Let’s decide by lot who will get it.” This 

happened that the scripture might be fulfilled that said, “They divided my clothes among 

them and cast lots for my garment.”So this is what the soldiers did. 25 Near the cross of Jesus 

stood his mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 26 

When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to 

her, “Woman,here is your son,” 27 and to the disciple, “Here is your mother.” From that time 

on, this disciple took her into his home.  

 

28 Later, knowing that everything had now been finished, and so that Scripture would be 

fulfilled, Jesus said, “I am thirsty.” 29 A jar of wine vinegar was there, so they soaked a 

sponge in it, put the sponge on a stalk of the hyssop plant, and lifted it to Jesus’ lips. 30 When 

he had received the drink, Jesus said, “It is finished.” With that, he bowed his head and gave 

up his spirit.  

 

Truths About the Death of Jesus  

Grace is at the heart of the Christian faith. Nowhere is this more clearly seen than at the cross 

of Christ. It is grace that the Son of God took on flesh, and grace that he taught us how to live 

— but it is especially grace that he died on the cross in our place.  



 

AUTHOR : DANNYBOY PIETERSE THE DEATH OF JESUS CHRIST 

 

ALL NATIONS BIBLE INSTITUTION & PROJECTS 

Moreover, this climactic grace shown at the cross has a specific shape — it has edges. These 

edges help us see what exactly happened when Jesus died. And it’s important that we see 

because seeing leads to worship — you can’t worship what you don’t know.  

So in hopes of more clarity — fuel for worship — here are five biblical truths about what 

Jesus accomplished on the cross.  

The death of Jesus was for his enemies. 

God’s love is different than natural human love. God loves us when we’re utterly unlovable. 

When Jesus died, he died for the ungodly, for sinners, and for his enemies. Paul gets at how 

contrary this is to human nature when he writes, “For one will scarcely die for a righteous 

person, though perhaps for a good person one would dare to die, but God shows his love for 

us in that while we were sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:7–8).  

 

The death of Jesus purchased a people. 

The death of Christ was effective in its purpose. And its goal was not just to purchase the 

possibility of salvation, but a people for his own possession. Hear Jesus’s words: “All that the 

Father gives to me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never cast out… And 

this is the will of him who sent me, that I should lose nothing of all that he has given me, but 

raise it up on the last day” (John 6:36, 39).  

If we say that Christ only purchased the opportunity of salvation for all men we gut biblical 

words such as redemption of their meaning. John Murray writes: “It is to beggar the 

conception of redemption as an effective securement of release by price and power to 

construe it as anything less than the effectual accomplishment which secures the salvation of 

those who are its objects. Christ did not come to put men in a redeemable position but to 

redeem to himself a people” (Redemption Accomplished and Applied, 63).  

The death of Jesus is on our behalf. 

Jesus’s death was substitutionary. That is, he died in our place. He died the death that we 

deserved. He bore the punishment that was justly ours. For everyone who believes in him, 

Christ took the wrath of God on their behalf. Peter writes, “[Jesus] himself bore our sin in his 

body on the tree that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have 

been healed” (1 Peter 2:24).  

The death of Jesus defines love. 

Jesus’s death wasn’t just an act of love, it defines love. His substitutionary death is the 

ultimate example of what love means, and Jesus calls those who follow him to walk in the 

same kind of life-laying-down love. John writes, “By this we know love, that he laid down 

his life for us, and we ought to lay down our lives for the brothers. But if anyone has the 

world’s goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart against him, how does God’s 

love abide in him? Little children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth” (1 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%205.7%E2%80%938
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%206.36
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%206.39
http://www.amazon.com/Redemption-Accomplished-Applied-John-Murray/dp/0802811434?tag=desigod06-20
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet%202.24
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20John%203.16
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John 3:16). John Piper explains: “Jesus’s death is both guilt-bearing and guidance-giving. It 

is a death that forgives sin and a death that models love. It is the purchase of our life from 

perishing and the pattern of a life of love” (What Jesus Demands from the World, 266). 

 

The death of Jesus reconciles us to God. 

Justification, propitiation, and redemption — all benefits of Christ’s death — have one great 

purpose: reconciliation. Jesus’s death enables us to have a joy-filled relationship with God, 

which is the highest good of the cross. Paul writes, “And you, who once were alienated and 

hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, he has now reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in 

order to present you holy and blameless and above reproach before him” (Colossians 1:21–

22).  

Think about how this works in our relationships with other people. When we sin, not only do 

we hurt the person we sin against, we harm the relationship. It will never be the same until we 

seek forgiveness. So it is with our relationship with God. We enter this world sinful, and as a 

result, we’re alienated from God. Only forgiveness — forgiveness which was purchased at 

the cross — can heal the relationship so that we are able to enjoy fellowship with God. 

Things the death of Jesus accomplished. 

They believed that by his crucifixion, Jesus profoundly impacted the way that God and 

humans relate to one another.  So what were the things they claimed Jesus accomplished by 

being crucified?  Here are just seven answers to that question: 

 Jesus’ crucifixion was an atoning sacrifice to God for sin. 

This is the one that many people are familiar with: Jesus died for my sins.  That is, Jesus’ 

death was the means by which our sin is “covered”, or atoned for.  Jesus’ death takes away 

our sin.  This is arguably the most recognizable reason in our culture for why Jesus died.  The 

New Testament is filled with sentences and paragraphs that discuss the issue of sin relative to 

Jesus’ crucifixion.  Barrels of ink have been used over the millennia to bring understanding to 

this idea. 

What I want to highlight briefly here is that throughout the Old and New Testament 

atonement sacrifice is anchored in the context of Israel’s worship.  When Jesus died on the 

cross as an atoning sacrifice for sin, it was an act of worship to the God of Israel. 

Jesus’ crucifixion made peace between us and God. 

In fact, the book of Colossians states that God “made peace with everything in heaven and on 

earth by means of Christ’s blood on the cross” (Col. 2:20).  Whatever hostility there was, is, 

or will be between people and God, it is the death of Jesus that brings peace. 

Whenever you feel like there is enmity or hostility of any kind between you and God, know 

that it is the death of Jesus that brings peace between you and God.  What a gift! 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20John%203.16
http://www.desiringgod.org/books/what-jesus-demands-from-the-world
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Col%201.21%E2%80%9322
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Col%201.21%E2%80%9322
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 Jesus’ crucifixion takes away our shame.  

Roman crucifixion was a means of executing criminals.  It was horrifically painful.  But 

perhaps the real power of crucifixion was the public humiliation and shame that it heaped 

upon the one enduring it.  The criminal would be stripped naked and then hung on a cross, 

exposed to the elements, for all to see, as they died.  It was a way for the state to proclaim, 

“This is what we do to criminals.”  It was an act of humiliation. 

Yet the bible claims that Jesus “scorned the shame of the cross.”  That is, Jesus considered 

the shame of crucifixion to be hollow, empty, worthless.  It was nothing.  Jesus had this 

posture because he believed that God would vindicate him, God would prove to all that Jesus 

was not only innocent, but that he was doing exactly what God wanted him to do.   And God 

did just that.  Three days after Jesus was crucified God raised Jesus from the dead, and then 

placed Jesus in a position to reign over all of creation.  What power does shame have when 

God is on your side?  Well, in a word, none. 

In the book of Romans, chapter 10, Paul states that all who put their trust in Jesus as King 

will never be put to shame.  Shame has the same hollow, empty affect on us as it had on 

Jesus.  All because Jesus endured the shame of the cross, and scorned it. 

 

 Jesus’ crucifixion demonstrated God’s profound love for us. 

The best line in the bible in this respect is Romans 5:8, “For God demonstrated his love for us 

in this: while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”  Jesus didn’t willingly go to his 

crucifixion for us after we felt bad about things we’ve done.  Nor did Jesus willingly offer up 

his life for us after we repented, or once we finally got our lives together.  No, Jesus gave his 

life up for us at the moment when we were rebelling against God. 

This demonstration of love should have deep impact on our understanding of our worth to 

God.  Sometimes it is suggested that as sinners we are worthless garbage piles.  From a 

human standpoint, perhaps that is the case intrinsically.  But relationally the statement above 

from Romans suggests that even in a sinful state people have profound value and worth to 

God.  So much so that God asked his chosen king to die on our behalf. 

 Jesus’ crucifixion enthroned Jesus as God’s chosen king of God’s people. 

This is exactly how the four gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John) present the 

crucifixion.  Only this enthronement is backwards.  Jesus is given a crown, but of 

thorns.  Jesus is given a “royal” robe, but to mock him.  Jesus is lifted up, but on a cross not 

on a throne.  And there is a proclamation that Jesus is “King of the Jews”, but as an attempt to 

shame him.  By doing this the gospel writers are portraying the enthronement of Jesus as the 

king of God’s people.  There is an absurdity to this, no doubt.  But there is also, for those who 

follow Jesus, a sharp divergence with so-called worldly power.  If crucifixion is the way that 

God decided to enthrone the king of God’s people, then what impact does this have on those 

who follow this king? 
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 Jesus’ crucifixion brings the story of Israel to its climax. 

How is sin atoned for?  What role does Israel’s king play in God’s mission on earth?  Why 

did Jesus choose 12 disciples as special in some sense?  What is the function of a high 

priest?  And why do I need one?  The answers to these questions, and many, many more like 

them are almost impossible to answer without reference to the nation of Israel.  Jesus 

understood his role and mission on earth as the culmination of Israel’s grand story.  So did his 

earliest followers.  The great speeches in the first part of the book of Acts make this 

clear.  We would do well to follow this lead by anchoring the significance of Jesus’ death 

within the story of Israel. 

Jesus’ crucifixion set the standard for how Jesus followers are to live. 

Time and again the New Testament writers point to the self-sacrificial act of Jesus’ 

crucifixion as the standard by which God’s people should live.  It is not the painful nature of 

the sacrifice that is emphasized per se.  Rather, the emphasis for the early Christian teachers 

was the willingness of Jesus to endure the cross for the sake of others.  In this way, the act of 

Jesus’ crucifixion was one of self-sacrificial love for another.  Jesus’ life was not taken from 

him.  Jesus offered his life up.  And it is this self-sacrificial posture that is the standard for 

Christians in the New Testament.  In the bible, this act of Jesus becomes the standard for 

family ethics, handling church conflict, responding to opposition, interpreting hardships, to 

name only a few.  It is no exaggeration to say that the early church understood their ethics 

primarily through the cross of Jesus their king. 

 Those are only seven of the accomplishments of Jesus’ death.  His death also defeated the 

power of evil, healed us, reconciled us to one another, and brought victory to Jesus the king 

to name a few more.  The list above is certainly not exhaustive.  But I do hope that this list 

broadens our understanding of the incredible impact that Jesus’ death had on humanity, and 

all of creation 

Deliverance 

In the New Testament the word salvation in the Greek "Soteria" means: Deliverance, 

preservation, soundness, prosperity, happiness, rescue, general well being. The word 

salvation has often been reduced to less than what the Bible really teaches. Salvation is God's 

power at wok in every area of a person's life. In preaching the gospel of salvation we must 

prioritize the need for people to be born again. However, we must also preach that God want 

to heal, deliver, rescue, and proper them because this is what the Bible teaches.  

 

The story of Jesus is the story of Salvation and Deliverance. 

Deliverance from Sickness 

Deliverance from heartaches of life 

Deliverance from Possession 

Deliverance from Sin 

 

The disciples were saturated with that understanding! 

For three years they saw, heard and experienced the heart of God reflected in Jesus Christ. 
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They through the pages of the New Testament continued to speak of the desire of a loving 

savior to bring full life to every believer. 

 

When He came into the world He came to release mankind from their fears and frustrations 

and from their spiritual, physical and mental diseases. Jesus is the complete deliverer from 

the hurts and ills of life. 

 

The Cross paints for us the picture of a loving and helpful savior and redeemer. 

 

He surrounds us with his care and watches over us and desires the best for us. 

It is reflected in that fact that even the hairs of our head are numbered.  

If the sparrow cannot fall without His notice and the lilies of the field are clothed by his care 

how much more are we under His constant observation and desire for provision. 

 

The ministry of Jesus here on earth reflected the desire of the father's heart! 

No one was turned away! 

People of all walks of life were ministered to! 

Hell was put on notice that it would no longer rule unchallenged! ... 

 

Conceptual Framework  

Deliverance from Sin and the Resurrection From the Dead 

Deliverance from sin is a major topic of the Scriptures. The resurrection from the dead also is 

a major topic of the Scriptures. It ordinarily is wise to restrict one’s self to a single topic 

when writing a short paper. However, the two topics are so closely related we will attempt to 

present both of them and still preserve the unity of the discussion. 

The resurrection from the dead. The resurrection from the dead needs to be at the forefront 

of Christian thinking. 

There is great stress today on the “rapture,” or catching up of the believers to meet the Lord 

in the air. However there can be no catching up of the saints until they first have been 

resurrected. Therefore we should be paying more attention to the resurrection than we do to 

the catching up. 

The catching up is not emphasized in the Scriptures. It is not mentioned in the Old Testament. 

The resurrection is set forth in the Old Testament and emphasized in the New Testament. The 

entire fifteenth chapter of First Corinthians is devoted to the resurrection but does not 

mention the catching up. 

The Apostle Paul was seeking to attain to the out-resurrection from the dead. 

That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, 

being made conformable unto his death; If by any means I might attain unto the resurrection 

[out-resurrection] of [from] the dead. (Philippians 3:10,11) 
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In other passages Paul groaned for the redemption of his body or the clothing of his body 

with his house from Heaven. But Paul never once spoke of striving to be caught up to meet 

the Lord in the air. 

Can you imagine Paul the Apostle groaning that he might attain to the catching up? 

A related thought is this: The concept that the Lord Jesus is coming to “catch His waiting 

bride away” to Heaven has no scriptural support whatever. The Lord is not coming to earth to 

bring His Bride to Heaven. The Lord is coming with His Bride (the great majority of the 

members of the Bride already are in Heaven) to establish justice on the earth. 

Why would the Lord come to take His Bride to Heaven? The members of the Bride go to 

Heaven when they die. The truth is, the Lord is coming to raise the firstfruits of the Bride 

from the dead—the true saints of all ages. Once God’s eternal witnesses have been raised 

from the dead they will have supernatural bodies like the Lord’s body. 

We do not need to be resurrected in order to go to Heaven nor do we need a glorified body. 

We go to Heaven when we die, not when we are raised from the dead. But we do need to be 

resurrected in order to rule with the Lord on the earth. Isn’t that so? 

And hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall reign on the earth. 

(Revelation 5:10) 

Life on earth is short. After we die we pass into the spirit realm, there to await the day of 

resurrection. What it will be like in the spirit realm we do not know. It probably will be a 

place of rest for us. 

But go thou thy way till the end be: for thou shalt rest, and stand in thy lot at the end of the 

days. (Daniel 12:13) 

Believers who have died and then have been revived tell about grass, trees, beautiful homes, 

children, animals. They really are describing a glorified earth. Whether life in the spirit realm 

will be a dreamlike state or more real than that remains to be seen. 

It is likely that time will pass quickly once we have died, and the day of resurrection will 

come in what will seem to be a short while. It is the day of resurrection, not dying and going 

to the spirit realm, that should concern us; for in the day of resurrection our destiny for 

eternity will be decided. 

Let us think seriously and constantly about the day of resurrection. The hour will come when 

we are raised, and then what? Perhaps the most important fact for us to consider is that the 

resurrection will occur in two parts. The first part of the resurrection will take place at the 

return of the Lord Jesus from Heaven, signaling the beginning of the thousand-year Kingdom 

Age. The second part of the resurrection will occur at the end of the thousand-year Kingdom 

Age. 

Here is what is important to understand. The first resurrection is for the royal priesthood. 

Only those who have overcome sin and Satan will appear here. The second death has no 
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authority over them because they have sought the Lord until they have been delivered from 

all worldliness, lust and self-seeking. They are blessed and holy. 

And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given unto them: and I saw the 

souls of them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and 

which had not worshipped the beast, neither his image, neither had received his mark upon 

their foreheads, or in their hands; and they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years. 

But the rest of the dead lived not again until the thousand years were finished. This is the first 

resurrection. Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: on such the 

second death hath no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign 

with him a thousand years. (Revelation 20:4-6) 

This is the first resurrection. This is the godly remnant. They have washed their robes and 

made them white in the blood of the Lamb. They will be raised from the dead and caught up 

to meet the Lord in the air. Then they will occupy the thrones in the air formerly dominated 

by the spiritual lords of sin. 

Notice that no books are opened at the first resurrection. This is because the participants have 

already been revealed at the Judgment Seat of Christ. God has clothed them with their own 

righteous works—works resulting from their daily interaction with the Spirit of God. 

And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine 

linen is the righteousness [righteous works] of saints. (Revelation 19:8) 

Books are opened at the second resurrection. The dead are judged according to their works. 

Then the Book of Life is searched. If an individual’s name is found in the Book of Life he is 

not thrown into the Lake of Fire. If an individual’s name is not found in the Book of Life he 

is thrown into the Lake of Fire to be forever with the devil and his angels. 

If we wish to be raised from the dead when the Lord appears, at the beginning of the 

thousand-year Kingdom Age, we must interact with the Holy Spirit until we have gained 

victory over Satan, the world, our flesh, and our self-will. It is an honor to be in the first 

resurrection and to be a royal priest of God. It is well worth making the effort to attain to this 

“out-resurrection” from the dead. 

Paul, toward the end of his life, was making a supreme effort to attain to the out-resurrection. 

Paul had set the out-resurrection as his goal toward which he was pressing with all his might. 

We must do the same if we expect to be raised from the dead when the Lord appears. 

Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ my 

Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may 

win Christ, And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but 

that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith: That I 

may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being 

made conformable unto his death; If by any means I might attain unto the resurrection of the 

dead. Not as though I had already attained, either were already perfect: but I follow after, if 

that I may apprehend that for which also I am apprehended of Christ. (Philippians 3:8-12) 
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We must lay hold on the concept that to be prepared for the resurrection that will take place 

when Jesus returns we must have a much higher level of consecration than usually is found 

today in the Christian churches. There are not many disciples of the Lord who have the same 

testimony as Paul sets forth in the above passage. Yet this is the normal Christian 

consecration. Anything less than this is below normal and will not qualify for the first 

resurrection. 

In order to be raised when the Lord appears we must be living by His body and blood just as 

He lives by the Life of the Father. 

Whoso eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, hath eternal life; and I will raise him up at the 

last day. For my flesh is meat indeed, and my blood is drink indeed. He that eateth my flesh, 

and drinketh my blood, dwelleth in me, and I in him. As the living Father hath sent me, and I 

live by the Father: so he that eateth me, even he shall live by me. (John 6:54-57) 

Only those who live by the Lord’s body and blood are qualified to be raised at His coming 

and then called up to meet Him in the air. This means that most believers of today are not 

qualified. This is true. The standard of Christian discipleship today is very, very low. The 

Bible is the plumb line. The Bible says we must be living by the Lord’s body and blood if we 

wish to be raised at His appearing. 

To be raised at Jesus’ coming requires total consecration. The remainder of mankind, 

including professing Christians, will be raised at the end of the thousand-year Kingdom Age. 

No special effort is needed to qualify for the second resurrection. All of mankind will be 

raised at that time with the exception of the blessed and holy royal priesthood. 

The Lord’s statements in the sixth chapter of John lead us to believe that those who attain to 

the first resurrection will be called out one at a time. The Lord will be speaking to the 

firstfruits of His Bride. It is too holy and precious a moment for Him to be issuing a blanket 

summons. It will be “Paul,” “Mary,” “Peter,” “John,” and all others of all nationalities and 

races who will hear His voice and come forth from the grave. It will be as when Mother 

called to us to get up in the morning. The call will be very soft, and then our name will be 

repeated. “It’s time to get up.” And so we shall come forth to greet the most marvelous 

sunrise of all time. 

Salvation is deliverance from sin. The second subject of this brief paper is “deliverance 

from sin.” 

Paradise at one time was on the earth, perhaps in the region of the Persian Gulf. Then the first 

man and woman sinned. More sin followed. Today we are so accustomed to sin and rebellion 

against God that it is difficult to conceive of a world without sin, of people who are not 

sinful. 

But God intends to have nations of people governed by saints who have overcome sin and 

have been crowned with righteousness and eternal life. 

The term salvation means “deliverance from sin.” If you want the Bible to make more sense 

to you, especially the New Testament, substitute the phrase deliverance from sin, or delivered 

from sin, whenever you come to the world salvation. 
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As we said, at one time Paradise was on the earth. The memory of total peace and joy in a 

beautiful surrounding is still in the subconscious mind of people. Today we call this 

wonderful place “Heaven.” 

Christians believe “salvation” means we are qualified to go to live forever in Heaven when 

we die. Let’s think about this concept. 

Heaven, or Paradise, is what the inhabitants make it. Even on earth we can get the family 

ready and go on a picnic. We may find a park that is just right. The weather is perfect. 

Everyone is in good health. There is plenty of food and wide open spaces for the children to 

run and have a good time. 

What happens? A member of the family will become irritated about something. Soon there is 

arguing. Before long the children are crying, people are angry and they get up and go home. 

Why is this? It is not that we are not in beautiful surroundings, the problem is we are sinful 

and self-willed. 

We desire to return to Paradise. God desires that we return to Paradise. But God knows if He 

brings us to Paradise it will not be Paradise any longer. We will bring our love of the world, 

our lusts, our anger, our lying, stealing, arguing, fighting, drunkenness, witchcraft, gossiping, 

slandering, personal ambition and love of preeminence until Paradise has become Hell. 

Do you want to bring your corrupt nature into Paradise and ruin it for everyone else? I do not 

want to go to Paradise until I am ready. Do you? 

We see, then, that the issue of salvation is not to go to Paradise. The issue of salvation is 

deliverance from sin. 

All of the actions of God of all history to the present hour are working together to bring to 

perfection His sons, the brothers of the Lord Jesus. When they have been made in Christ’s 

image and brought into untroubled rest in the Father through Christ, then the Lord Jesus will 

appear with them and in them. He will be crowned King on the throne of David in Jerusalem. 

Then the thousand-year Kingdom Age will commence. The Word and Law of God will go 

forth from Jerusalem. The sons of God will move throughout the earth lifting the curse. 

People will go up to Jerusalem to hear the Word of the Lord and to receive God’s blessing. 

As sin is lifted from the earth, justice and peace will follow. Soon it will be possible for the 

child to play near the poisonous serpent without danger. The earth will be filled with the 

Glory of the Lord. Paradise slowly but surely will be restored to the earth. Sickness and death 

will be a thing of the past. 

Can you see that all depends on the destruction of sin from the personalities of God’s rulers, 

and then from the saved peoples of the earth? 

Can you see that salvation is deliverance from sin? A beautiful surrounding is not difficult for 

God to create. The garden of Eden will be restored when sin has been removed. 
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The new covenant is different from the old. Under the old covenant sin was forgiven by the 

shedding of animal blood. Under the new covenant sin is forgiven by the shedding of the 

blood of the Lamb of God, Christ. Then—and here is an important difference between the 

two covenants—sin is removed from us. The Holy Spirit has been given to us in place of the 

Law of Moses that we might not only be warned of our sin and forgiven but actually 

delivered from it. There is power in the Holy Spirit of God, working through the authority of 

the blood of Jesus, to deliver us from every sin. 

As we put to death the sins of our flesh, the sins that have made the earth a cesspool, we grow 

in eternal life. As we learn to live by the power of eternal life, and are willing to share the 

sufferings of Christ as we labor in the Kingdom of God, we attain to the out-resurrection 

from the dead. 

We put our sins to death by confessing them and renouncing them. The Holy Spirit guides us 

from problem area to problem area. He sends suffering on us to burn the sin out of us. He 

expects us to present our body a living sacrifice, turning away from the world and its 

influence. We are in the world but not of the world; therefore we should not spend our time 

on the television, the Internet, sports, politics, money, or any of the other idols of this world. 

We are to use the world but not abuse it. 

We are to read the Scriptures, pray, serve in the assembly of the saints, desire spiritual gifts 

that we may build up our fellow members of the Body, give of our money, assist the poor and 

needy, and do all else the Bible recommends. 

If we will do all in our power, as did the Apostle Paul, to live by our Lord’s resurrection 

power, and are willing to share His sufferings as we give ourselves for the Kingdom of God, 

then we will attain to the first resurrection from the dead. 

For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of 

the body, ye shall live. (Romans 8:13) 

What are some of the “deeds of the body”? The New Testament contains many lists of the 

sins of the flesh. In fact, the main subject of the New Testament is a warning to Christians to 

crucify their flesh with its passions and appetites and to put on the new man of righteous, 

holy behavior. If our righteous behavior does not surpass that of the Scribes and Pharisees we 

cannot enter the Kingdom of God. 

Being filled with all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; 

full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity; whisperers, Backbiters, haters of God, 

despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents, Without 

understanding, covenantbreakers, without natural affection, implacable, unmerciful: Who 

knowing the judgment of God, that they which commit such things are worthy of death, not 

only do the same, but have pleasure in them that do them. (Romans 1:29-32) 

Paul is referring here to the sins practiced in the world. But as we proceed we notice that Paul 

warned the Christians that if they practiced the sins found in the world they would not inherit 

the Kingdom of God. 
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For I fear, lest, when I come, I shall not find you such as I would, and that I shall be found 

unto you such as ye would not: lest there be debates, envyings, wraths, strifes, backbitings, 

whisperings, swellings, tumults: And lest, when I come again, my God will humble me among 

you, and that I shall bewail many which have sinned already, and have not repented of the 

uncleanness and fornication and lasciviousness which they have committed. (II Corinthians 

12:20,21) 

Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, 

lasciviousness, Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, 

heresies, Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which I tell you 

before, as I have also told you in time past, that they which do such things shall not inherit 

the kingdom of God. (Galatians 5:19-21) 

 

But fornication, and all uncleanness, or covetousness, let it not be once named among you, as 

becometh saints; Neither filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor jesting, which are not convenient: 

but rather giving of thanks. For this ye know, that no whoremonger, nor unclean person, nor 

covetous man, who is an idolater, hath any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God. 

Let no man deceive you with vain words: for because of these things cometh the wrath of God 

upon the children of disobedience.  

Be not ye therefore partakers with them. (Ephesians 5:3-7) 

Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth; fornication, uncleanness, 

inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness, which is idolatry: For which 

things’ sake the wrath of God cometh on the children of disobedience: In the which ye also 

walked some time, when ye lived in them. But now ye also put off all these; anger, wrath, 

malice, blasphemy, filthy communication out of your mouth. Lie not one to another, seeing 

that ye have put off the old man with his deeds; (Colossians 3:5-9) 

 

For this is the will of God, even your sanctification, that ye should abstain from fornication: 

That every one of you should know how to possess his vessel in sanctification and honour; 

Not in the lust of concupiscence, even as the Gentiles which know not God: That no man go 

beyond and defraud his brother in any matter: because that the Lord is the avenger of all 

such, as we also have forewarned you and testified. For God hath not called us unto 

uncleanness, but unto holiness. (I Thessalonians 4:7) 

We could go on and on with such exhortations. The entire book of I John, for example, was 

written to Christians, counseling them not to sin. 

We understand, then, that the Christian salvation is deliverance from sin—a deliverance that 

is looking toward the resurrection from the dead for its fullness and its reward. 

We have been saved. 

Spiritual and eternal salvation is granted freely and instantaneously by God to everyone who 

repents and believes on Jesus Christ. Our salvation begins the moment we repent and believe 

on Christ as our personal Savior. "For God so loved the world, that He gave His only 

begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life" (John 

3:16). 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%203.16
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%203.16
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Our salvation is so secure that the person who trusts in Christ is saved forever. Jesus said, 

"Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears My word, and believes Him who sent Me, has 

eternal life, and does not come into judgment, but has passed out of death into life" (John 

5:24). The NET Bible brings out this great truth clearly. "I tell you the solemn truth, the one 

who hears my message and believes the one who sent me has eternal life and will not be 

condemned, but has crossed over from death to life" (John 5:24, NET). "I give them eternal 

life, and they will never perish; no one will snatch them from my hand. My Father, who has 

given them to me, is greater than all, and no one can snatch them from my Father’s hand. The 

Father and I are one" (John 10:28-30, NET). 

The apostle Paul stated this same truth when he wrote, "And when you heard the word of 

truth (the gospel of your salvation) – when you believed in Christ – you were marked with 

the seal of the promised Holy Spirit" (Ephesians 1:13, NET).   

The only way a spiritually dead person can communicate with God is to be made alive. He 

must be raised from the dead spiritually. God has to breathe into Him His kind of life. 

Therefore, the only way a dead person can be made alive is for the one who is Himself alive 

to give life to the spiritually dead. "But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love 

with which He loved us, even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive 

together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), and raised us up with Him, and seated 

us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the ages to come He might show 

the surpassing riches of His grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus" (Ephesians 2:4-7). 

Because believers have been "made alive" spiritually with Christ, they have been and are now 

saved. We are sinful creatures destined to die once, and after that to face judgment. Christ is 

our propitiation. He turned away the wrath of God by His own sacrifice for sin. 

The New Testament speaks of salvation as an event that takes place the very moment we 

were born again. "For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, 

it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, so that no one may boast" (Ephesians 2:8-9).   

There is perfect peace to everyone who believes. "There is therefore now no condemnation 

for those who are in Christ Jesus" (Romans 8:1, NET). "For the law of the Spirit of life in 

Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death" (Romans 8:2).   

We are being saved. 

Salvation can also refer to our present sanctification whereby God delivers the believer from 

the bondage of sin. Salvation includes a change in position before God since we have been 

set free from the slavery of sin. It also includes a change in our attitudes, appetites, ambitions, 

action, etc. "For sin shall not be master over you, for you are not under law but under grace" 

(Romans 6:14). 

The work of the Holy Spirit is to transform us in character and likeness to Christ. "But we all, 

with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into 

the same image from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit" (2 Corinthians 3:18). 

This is not a once and for all act. It is the gradual transformation that is going on as we yield 

to His presence within us. "I have been crucified with Christ, and it is no longer I who live, 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%205.24
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%205.24
http://biblia.com/bible/gs-netbible/John%205.24
http://biblia.com/bible/gs-netbible/John%2010.28-30
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ephesians%201.13
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ephesians%202.4-7
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ephesians%202.8-9
http://biblia.com/bible/gs-netbible/Romans%208.1
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Romans%208.2
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Romans%206.14
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Corinthians%203.18
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but Christ lives in me. So the life I now live in the body, I live because of the faithfulness of 

the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me" (Galatians 2:20, NET).   

This daily sanctification is what Paul has in mind in Philippians 2:12-13. "So then, my 

beloved, just as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in 

my absence, work out your salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God who is at work in 

you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure" (Philippians 2:12-13, NASB95).   

We shall be saved. 

The words saved and salvation also refers to the believer's future deliverance at the Second 

Coming of Jesus Christ (Rom. 13:11; 1 Thess. 5:8-9). We look forward to the coming of our 

Lord in glory. The apostle Paul expressed that hope when he said, "we know the time, that it 

is already the hour for us to awake from sleep, for our salvation is now nearer than when we 

became believers" (Romans 13:11, NET). 

The apostle John reminded believers: "Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not 

appeared as yet what we will be. We know that when He appears, we will be like Him, 

because we will see Him just as He is" (1 John 3:2, NASB95).   

It is our deliverance from the wrath of God (1 Thess. 1:10; 2 Thess. 2:13; Heb. 1:14; 9:28; 2 

Pet. 3:15). We “are protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be 

revealed in the last time" (1 Peter 1:5). 

Everything that God begins He will always finish. "But we ought to thank God always for 

you, brothers and sisters loved by the Lord, because God chose you from the beginning for 

salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and faith in the truth" (2 Thessalonians 2:13, 

NET). 

"And we know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called 

according to his purpose, because those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be 

conformed to the image of his Son, that his Son would be the firstborn among many brothers 

and sisters" (Romans 8:28-29, NET). 

Our final and complete salvation will arrive when we see Jesus Christ at His Second Coming. 

The believer looks forward to that day with anticipation. "And just as people are appointed to 

die once, and then to face judgment, so also, after Christ was offered once to bear the sins of 

many, to those who eagerly await him he will appear a second time, not to bear sin but to 

bring salvation" (Hebrews 9:27-28, NET).   

The “salvation” Christ will bring to us at His second coming will be our “eternal inheritance.” 

The New Testament views salvation in three tenses: past, present and future. We were saved 

the moment we believed on Jesus Christ as our Savior. We are being saved right now as the 

Holy Spirit works in our lives to conform us to the likeness of Christ. And one day we shall 

be saved when we are presented to God the Father complete in Christ. 

I invite you today to trust the Lord Jesus and receive from Him salvation by grace alone.   
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http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Philippians%202.12-13
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Philippians%202.12-13
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Philippians%202.12-13
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom.%2013.11
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Thess.%205.8-9
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Key Scriptures 

Ephesians 2:5, 8-10; 6:17; Acts 4:12; John 3:16, 36; 10:9; 14:6; Romans 1:16; 10:9-10, 13; 

Hebrews 2:3; 9:28; Revelation 7:9-10; 1 Peter 1:3-5; John 10:26-30; 2 Thessalonians 2:13; 1 

Thessalonians 5:9-10 

Abiding Principles and Practical Applications 

1. When we understand the depths of our human depravity and sin then we will appreciate the 

infinite reaches of God's saving grace. 

2. If we repent of our sins and believe on the Lord Jesus Christ we shall be saved for all 

eternity (John 10:27-30). Yes, we can know that we are saved (1 John 5:11-13). 

3. When we experience salvation we enjoy peace with God, the forgiveness of all our sins, 

and a spiritual birth that issues in an intimate personal relationship with our God and Savior 

Jesus Christ. 

4. Salvation by grace and salvation by works are completely incompatible with each other 

(Galatians 2:16). 

How Deliverance From Sin Will Affect Our 

Resurrection From the Dead 

The character of our resurrection from the dead is being directly affected by the decisions we 

are making today. We actually are passing through the Judgment Seat of Christ today. Let us 

explain. 

The Judgment Seat of Christ. 

For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the 

things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad. (II 

Corinthians 5:10) 

Every person who has lived on the earth will at one time or another be revealed before the 

Judgment Seat of Christ. When this takes place he may receive some of the consequences of 

that revelation. The remainder of the consequences will be assigned to him or her in the day 

of resurrection. 

No person will ever be judged except at the Judgment Seat of Christ. God the Father judges 

no one. All judgment has been given to Christ, and He will share the judgment with His 

Church. 

For the Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all judgment unto the Son: (John 5:22) 

Whose soever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them; and whose soever sins ye retain, 

they are retained. (John 20:23) 

Do ye not know that the saints shall judge the world? and if the world shall be judged by you, 

are ye unworthy to judge the smallest matters? (I Corinthians 6:2) 
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The Judgment Seat of Christ began when the Lord Jesus rose from the dead. 

For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God: and if it first begin at us, 

what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God? (I Peter 4:17) 

Judgment begins with the Christians. As we confess our sins we are bringing an eternal 

judgment against those sins. They are destroyed out of us by one means or another, 

sometimes by deliverance; sometimes through suffering; sometimes through consecration on 

our part. But they are destroyed, they are put to death. 

The entire thousand-year Kingdom Age will be a period of judgment and reconciliation to 

God, not only on the part of the saved nations but also for the elect who were not raised in the 

first resurrection, as we understand the events. It is obvious that most believers have not been 

fully reconciled to God at the time of their death. But they must be fully reconciled to God if 

they are to be part of the new Jerusalem and see the face of God! 

The final judgment will take place after the earth and heaven pass away. At that time Christ 

and His saints will judge those who have been raised and who now are standing before God. 

It is the Lord’s will for everyone today who has been saved and filled with the Holy Spirit to 

look to Jesus. When we do this He begins to show us, through the Spirit, the areas of our life 

that He is judging. We are being revealed before the Judgment Seat of Christ. When we see 

these areas we are to pass judgment on them, declaring them to be sin, to be unclean, to be fit 

only for the Lake of fire. Then God is faithful and righteous to forgive our sin and to cleanse 

us from all unrighteousness. This is the doctrine of eternal judgment. Those sins we have 

confessed will never be mentioned to us again. 

Let us look at the verse once more: 

For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the 

things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad. (II 

Corinthians 5:10) 

“For we must all appear.” It is not that we pass before the judgment seat, as in a court of law 

today, it is that we are revealed before the judgment seat. All that is in our personality is 

made clear through the things we have done. 

“Every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done.” Here is 

the perfect justice of God. It is commonly believed that if the individual is a Christian the 

judgment will be affected in a manner favorable to the Christian. This is not true. It will 

proceed as written. Each individual, Christian or not, will receive the things done in his or her 

body. 

We have said the judgment is proceeding today. The Holy Spirit is pointing out to Christians 

the things they are doing. The issue is not concerning the sins of the past. They were forgiven 

when we came to the Lord for salvation. The issue is concerning what we are practicing now, 

that is, what kind of personality we are. 
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The sins of the past, which have been forgiven, proceeded from our personality. In most 

instances those tendencies are still in us and under the right circumstances we will do the 

same thing again. God does not want wickedness to take place in Paradise and so we must be 

judged. Biasing the judgment in favor of the Christian would render the process useless. 

Should Christian sin be permitted to ruin Paradise as today it ruins churches? 

If you who are reading these words are a pastor you understand only too well the harm that 

comes to churches because of the sin in the people. Paradise would be ruined in the same 

manner if Christians were permitted to enter before they have been delivered. 

It is commonly believed that the sins of believers will vanish when they die, when the Lord 

comes, when they are resurrected, or when they enter Paradise or the new Jerusalem. In 

actuality, sin is removed only by the Divine program of judgment, and that is what we are 

discussing now. After all, sin began in Heaven and so it is not going to vanish merely because 

we entered the spirit realm! 

Let us suppose that the Lord shows you that you are lying. You have lied about a business 

contract. You have lied to your wife. You have lied on your income tax. You are a born-again 

Spirit-filled Christian but you have lied. 

All liars shall be thrown into the Lake of Fire whether or not they profess to be Christians 

unless they are delivered or spared in some manner. 

The Spirit by some means calls to your attention that you are lying. Now, what are you going 

to do? 

The Bible tells you to confess your sin to God and renounce it, that is, repent of it. If you 

confess your sin of lying and come to God for cleansing, God will forgive you at once. The 

spirit of lying may come out of you at once. Or there may be a battle to get rid of it. 

We have been in the deliverance ministry for many years. We have observed that numerous 

Christians get delivered from a sin but the sinful practice comes back again. Why is this? It is 

because the Christian is not living as a disciple. The empty place is not being filled with 

Christ. The demon of lying returns with seven spirits more wicked than himself and reenters 

his former house. 

There are numerous commands in the Gospels and the Epistles. These passages command us 

to act in certain ways. The true saint studies these constantly and goes to the Throne of God 

to get help in order to keep the commandments of Christ and His Apostles. 

There are few saints these days! The believers have been told they do not have to keep God’s 

commandments because they are saved by grace. Therefore permanent deliverance from sin 

is impossible for them. They can confess their sins and even be prayed over. But because they 

are not obeying the Lord’s commandments Christ is not being formed in them. And because 

Christ is not being formed in them they cannot keep their deliverance. 

The diligent saints are passing from deliverance to deliverance in the present hour. The 

spiritual fulfillment of the Levitical Day of Atonement is taking place. They are being 

revealed at the Judgment Seat of Christ and God is honoring their confession of sin. An 
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eternal judgment is taking place as worldliness, lust, and self-will are being judged and 

destroyed out of their personality. 

The fourth chapter of First Peter tells us that God is saving us by judgment. Suffering is 

purifying us from sin. Fiery trials are coming upon us because judgment has begun in the 

house of God. The righteous are saved with difficulty even though they are practicing 

confession and experiencing fiery suffering, because the heart of man is desperately wicked. 

Those who are going forward with God are attaining to the first resurrection from the dead. 

If in addition to being cleansed from sin the saints are called to bear the sufferings of Christ 

so that eternal life may come out of their death and touch other people, then Christ will be 

formed in them. Christ is the Ruler. The Ruler of the nations is being formed in their 

personality. When the Lord returns they will return with Him and sit on the spiritual thrones 

that govern the universe of God. 

There are marvelous rewards for those who have been delivered from sin. They now practice 

righteousness, and that righteousness will be given to them in the day of resurrection in the 

form of a glorious body like that of the Lord. The new body that will clothe their resurrected 

flesh and bones will love righteousness and hate sin. Also, if they are called to suffer, they 

will be crowned with the authority and power of eternal life and righteousness so they can 

govern the saved nations of the earth in righteousness. Like their Lord, theirs is a scepter of 

righteousness. 

They will be revealed with the Lord as being the sons of God. They will lift the curse and 

bring righteousness and justice to the saved nations. 

“According to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.” But what about the individual 

who is unwilling to let go of his sin, or is unable to because he or she is not obeying the 

commandments of the Apostles? 

Three possible destinies of those who refuse or who are too spiritually weak to be delivered. 

There are three possible destinies of those who are not delivered from their sins at the 

Judgment Seat of Christ. 

 The Lake of Fire. 

 The outer darkness. 

 Saved as by fire. 

For those believers who hold onto their sins and self-will because they choose to be willful 

sinners, no atonement can be made—not under the old covenant, not under the new. Their 

destiny is the Lake of Fire. 

And the priest shall make an atonement for the soul that sinneth ignorantly, when he sinneth 

by ignorance before the Lord, to make an atonement for him; and it shall be forgiven him. Ye 

shall have one law for him that sinneth through ignorance, both for him that is born among 

the children of Israel, and for the stranger that sojourneth among them. But the soul that 

doeth ought presumptuously, whether he be born in the land, or a stranger, the same 

reproacheth the Lord; and that soul shall be cut off from among his people. Because he hath 
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despised the word of the Lord, and hath broken his commandment, that soul shall utterly be 

cut off; his iniquity shall be upon him. (Numbers 15:28-31) 

 

For if we sin wilfully after that we have received the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth 

no more sacrifice for sins, But a certain fearful looking for of judgment and fiery indignation, 

which shall devour the adversaries. (Hebrews 10:26,27) 

The Lake of Fire has been given authority over sin. When we choose to hold onto our sin, not 

being willing to change, then there is only one place for us for eternity. This is true whether 

or not we profess faith in Christ, in His blood atonement and triumphant resurrection. 

Numerous Christian pastors and teachers are proclaiming we are not obligated to keep the 

commandments of Christ, neither the commandments given by the Lord Himself in the four 

Gospel accounts nor those the Lord gave through the Apostles in their Epistles. “We are 

saved by grace,” they announce, “and therefore are not absolutely required to keep the New 

Testament commandments. God sees us only through Christ, therefore we already are 

perfect.” This, of course, is totally unscriptural. If it were true there would be no hope for the 

future. It would be good for us that we never had been born. 

Such pastors and teachers do not love the Lord, they love religion. How do we know? 

Because the Lord Himself said that it is the individual who has the Lord commandments and 

keeps them who loves the Lord. The Lord knows what He is talking about and He does not 

lie. So we understand that those who are teaching we do not have to keep the Lord’s 

commandments, regardless of what arguments they use, do not truly love the Lord. Love for 

the Lord is not as much an emotion as it is the keeping of His commandments. 

Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting 

fire, prepared for the devil and his angels: (Matthew 25:41) 

The Lake of Fire is the only suitable abode for those who refuse to keep the commandments 

of the Lord. They destroy every environment they enter. 

Then there are believers who do not want to retain their sins but who are too spiritually weak 

to experience lasting deliverance. As we have stated, they do not pursue the victorious life. 

They are not diligent concerning their discipleship. They are sorrowful when they sin and 

transgress but they cannot bring themselves to the point of denouncing the sin so thoroughly 

and vigorously that they obtain final, total victory. 

This may be due to the current error that claims we are saved by grace and therefore it is not 

too important that we gain victory over sin. 

Or they may not be doing what the Scriptures command. They may not be attending the 

assembly of saints. They may not be serving, giving, praying, reading the Scriptures, doing 

what they can to live a godly life. They cannot retain their salvation from sin but keep falling 

back into the swamp. 

One of the destinies reserved for the lukewarm is the outer darkness. It is likely they will 

reside in the outer darkness for eternity. 
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It appears there is a place of exile where one can see the splendor of the Kingdom and yet not 

experience the joys of the Kingdom. Here are some pertinent passages: 

And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and 

some to shame and everlasting contempt. And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness 

of the firmament; and they that turn many to righteousness as the stars for ever and ever. 

(Daniel 12:2,3) 

All of these were resurrected. But look at the difference in destiny! 

Notice that the unworthy were not cast into fire but wandered about in a state of shame and 

contempt. They were ashamed and were suffering contempt because when they approached 

the light of Divine Glory the corruption of their personality was exposed. 

And I say unto you, That many shall come from the east and west, and shall sit down with 

Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven. But the children of the kingdom 

shall be cast out into outer darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. (Matthew 

8:11,12) 

Again, no mention is made of the Lake of Fire. Yet those residing in the outer darkness are 

suffering torment. They desire to be with the patriarchs but this is denied them. 

It appears that the outer darkness is reserved for the children of the Kingdom who have 

proved to be unworthy of the Kingdom. 

And he saith unto him, Friend, how camest thou in hither not having a wedding garment? 

And he was speechless. Then said the king to the servants, Bind him hand and foot, and take 

him away, and cast him into outer darkness; there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

(Matthew 22:12,13) 

And cast ye the unprofitable servant into outer darkness: there shall be weeping and 

gnashing of teeth. (Matthew 25:30) 

Raging waves of the sea, foaming out their own shame; wandering stars, to whom is reserved 

the blackness of darkness for ever. (Jude 1:13) 

Jesus stated that the lukewarm members of the church of the Laodiceans would be vomited 

from His mouth. The destiny of the defeated believers, while it may not be to spend eternity 

in the Lake of Fire with the devil and his angels, may be extremely unpleasant and may 

endure for eternity. 

“To whom is reserved the blackness of darkness for ever.” 

In our natural, adamic sympathy we may recoil at the thought of someone spending eternity 

in shame and everlasting contempt. But please keep in mind that the sin of Adam and Eve 

may not be horrible from our point of view. Yet their single act of disobedience has resulted 

in six thousand years of nightmarish agony. 

To bring one sinner into Paradise is to begin to turn Paradise into Hell. 
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After one thousand years of the rulership of Christ and His saints, Satan will be released from 

his prison. Then there will be a worldwide rebellion against Christ and His saints. 

In the light of this understanding we realize eternity is not too long to keep sin and self-will 

confined securely in the strongest of prisons. 

God gave His Son on the cross for our sin. Whosoever chooses to do so may turn from his or 

her sin and serve God. If the person is unwilling to come to God for cleansing, the 

consequences are severe! 

The third possible destiny of those who refuse to be delivered or who are too weak to be 

delivered is salvation through fire. 

If any man’s work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so 

as by fire. (I Corinthians 3:15) 

Let us insert our synonym for being saved: he himself shall be delivered from sin by passing 

through fire. 

The interpretation of what it means to be delivered from sin by passing through fire is found 

in the fourth chapter of I Peter: 

Forasmuch then as Christ hath suffered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves likewise with the 

same mind: for he that hath suffered in the flesh hath ceased from sin; That he no longer 

should live the rest of his time in the flesh to the lusts of men, but to the will of God. (I Peter 

4:1,2) 

Being delivered from sin by passing through fire may be the same experience as the “lashes” 

the Lord mentioned. 

And that servant, which knew his lord’s will, and prepared not himself, neither did according 

to his will, shall be beaten with many stripes. But he that knew not, and did commit things 

worthy of stripes, shall be beaten with few stripes. For unto whomsoever much is given, of 

him shall be much required: and to whom men have committed much, of him they will ask the 

more. (Luke 12:47,48) 

Ordinarily when one is whipped it is with a view to correction. Whether the lashes will be 

given now or will begin at the time of the resurrection we cannot say. Perhaps both! It may be 

noted that often the believer endures great suffering in the present world in order that his or 

her spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus. 

Here is an individual whom the Lord has decided to save by delivering him from sin and self-

will. Perhaps a saint has made intercession for him. Whatever the reason, the Lord has 

determined to deliver the person and bring him into His Kingdom. 

This believer has many sins that are entwined in his flesh, his soul, and his spirit. He is self-

willed. He has lived in the passions and appetites of the flesh and soul. He has not put to 

death the works of the flesh. In addition, there has been little progress as to the forming of 

Christ in Him. 
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The Scripture states that this Christian will reap corruption in the day of resurrection. 

Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. 

For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the 

Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting. (Galatians 6:7,8) 

What does it mean to for a Christian to “reap corruption”? To reap corruption? 

What it means to “reap corruption.” Let us take a closer look at the Christian who has 

been revealed before the Judgment Seat of Christ and has a sin-filled personality, is self-

willed, and has very little of Christ formed in him; yet the Lord has determined to save him. 

He or she is filled with hatred, bitterness, envy, lust, slander, criticism, covetousness. He has 

no intention of obeying the Lord or His commandments. He has “accepted Christ” but then 

has not studied the Word, prayed, attended the assembly of fervent disciples, has not given 

generously of his means, has not sought the gifts of the Spirit or attempted to serve God or 

man. 

All of this is revealed at the Judgment Seat. 

This believer has reaped corruption. All that is found in him beside his worldliness, lust, and 

self-will is a corrupt adamic personality. There is very little of Christ in him. He has sown to 

the flesh and he has reaped corruption. 

What it means to be delivered from sin “through fire.” The Lord has heard the prayers of 

a godly relative or friend, just as God remembered Abraham’s concern for his nephew and 

dragged Lot out of Sodom. God has promised His intercessor He will save this individual. 

Now the fire begins, whether in this life or the next. Intense suffering is experienced for many 

years; or, if the believer is in the spirit ream, for many centuries as measured by our time. The 

individual is shut up in a small place and there is confronted with his sin. He screams for 

mercy but there is no reprieve. 

The woman who aborted her child is forced to see every detail of the aborted fetus. She 

cannot get it out of her mind. It is with her night and day. She pictures the happy little boy 

who will never run through the field with his dog, the little girl who will never cuddle her 

dolly. Her agony never abates. 

The adulterous husband is compelled to think about the wife and children whom he deserted 

and who lived many years in poverty. His son, having no father, grew up to be a drunkard. 

His daughter, because of her hatred of men, became a lesbian. He cannot get it out of his 

mind. Year after year he sits in his box while his sin is visited upon him. 

The bitter woman reviews, reviews, reviews scene after scene as her bitterness destroyed her 

family. The drunkard remembers and cannot forget how he brought himself and his loved 

ones to ruin. The covetous person considers the money he amassed and then is pierced again 

and again by the thought that his wife and children were neglected and grew to hate him and 

the Lord. His gold became a cancer that killed his spiritual life and finally his physical body. 



 

AUTHOR : DANNYBOY PIETERSE THE DEATH OF JESUS CHRIST 

 

ALL NATIONS BIBLE INSTITUTION & PROJECTS 

At the Judgment Seat we get back the things we have done in the body! 

When the Lord sees that it is enough He will bring the individual before him again, now 

broken in spirit, ready to obey the Lord. With a word the Lord removes the sin. The Lord can 

remove the sin from any person any time He chooses. 

What remains of the personality? Christ has not been formed in him or her so most of what 

has been gained during life has vanished. Most of the person’s memory—perhaps all of it—is 

gone. A child is left. There is no inheritance in the Kingdom, none of the promises assigned 

to the victorious saint. 

The person has been “saved,” meaning delivered from sin, and takes his place with some 

family somewhere in Paradise, there to be governed by the royal priesthood. 

The spirit has been saved, delivered from sin by Divine judgment, but it is naked. There is no 

white robe of righteous deeds, no house from Heaven. 

To deliver such an one unto Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that the spirit may be saved 

in the day of the Lord Jesus. (I Corinthians 5:5) 

We have seen there are at least three destinies possible to the believer who for whatever 

reason is not released from sin at the Judgment Seat. 

 He or she is thrown into the Lake of Fire to be forever with Satan and his angels. 

 He or she is driven into the outer darkness to spend eternity there. 

 He or she is burned with fire until the Lord is ready to remove the sinful personality 

and to permit the naked spirit to enter the garden of God. 

Without Sin unto Salvation 

And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment: So Christ was once 

offered to bear the sins of many; and unto them that look for him shall he appear the second 

time without sin unto salvation. (Hebrews 9:27,28) 

If we define salvation as an eligibility for eternal residence in Heaven, an eligibility given to 

us the moment we “make a decision for Christ,” then the expression “unto them that look for 

him shall he appear the second time without sin unto salvation” does not make much sense. 

(Aren’t we saved already?) 

But if we define salvation as deliverance from sin, then the expression makes perfect sense. 

The idea is that at the Lord’s return all of the sin that has troubled us will be removed, and 

this removal is salvation. 

After the feast of Pentecost comes Trumpets, the Day of Atonement, and finally the feast of 

Tabernacles (Leviticus, Chapter 23). These feasts are symbolic. They mean that after we are 

filled with the Spirit of God (Pentecost) we will experience the spiritual fulfillments of the 

blowing of Trumpets, the Day of Atonement, and the feast of Tabernacles. 
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The spiritual fulfillment of Trumpets takes place as the Lord Jesus comes to us and declares 

war on the enemy in our personality—the worldliness, the lust, and the self-will. Also the 

Lord begins to prepare us to march in His army of judges. 

The spiritual fulfillment of the Day of Atonement occurs as the Lord Jesus reveals the sin and 

rebellion in our personality. The Day of Atonement is, in some respects, another name for the 

Judgment Seat of Christ. The Day of Atonement began in the first century and will continue 

throughout the thousand-year Kingdom Age. 

The feast of Tabernacles represents the coming of the Kingdom of God to us, that is, the 

settling down to rest in us of the Father and the Son through the Holy Spirit. 

Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man love me, he will keep my words: and my Father 

will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him. (John 14:23) 

The trumpet of God is sounding now, in Zion, in the house of God. The army of the Lord is 

being called together. At the same time the Lord is dealing with the sin in our personality. 

There were two great parts of the Day of Atonement (Leviticus, Chapter 16). The first part 

included the sprinkling of the blood of a goat upon and before the Mercy Seat. The second 

part made use of a living goat. The sins of Israel were confessed and laid on the living goat. 

Then the living goat was led away into the wilderness. 

The two ceremonies mean there are two parts to the atonement made by the Lord Jesus 

Christ. The first part consisted of the forgiveness of our sins. The second part consists of the 

removal of our sins. Forgiveness and then removal. Forgiveness and then deliverance. This is 

salvation. 

The Scripture reveals that the first goat was fulfilled when the Lord Jesus died on the cross of 

Calvary. At that time the sin of mankind was forgiven. 

And he is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the 

whole world. (I John 2:2) 

The second goat is fulfilled when the Lord removes our sins from us. The New Testament 

refers to the second goat as “redemption,” or “salvation,” maintaining that this redemption or 

salvation will take place at the end of the age. 

The day of redemption is being emphasized today. We have passed through Passover and 

Pentecost (salvation and the baptism with the Holy Spirit). Now we are entering the last three 

feasts, particularly the day of atonement, of redemption, of reconciliation to God by the 

removal of sin. Judgment has begun in the house of God. The trumpet is being blown in Zion. 

Can you hear it? 

Notice, in the following passages, the emphasis on the salvation (deliverance from sin) that is 

to come in the future. 

And ye shall be hated of all men for my name’s sake: but he that endureth to the end shall be 

saved. (Matthew 10:22) 
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And that, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep: for now is our 

salvation nearer than when we believed. (Romans 13:11) 

Which is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, 

unto the praise of his glory. (Ephesians 1:14) 

And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption. 

(Ephesians 4:30) 

 

For we are made partakers of Christ, if we hold the beginning of our confidence stedfast unto 

the end; (Hebrews 3:14) 

So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; and unto them that look for him shall he 

appear the second time without sin unto salvation. (Hebrews 9:28) 

Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the 

last time. (I Peter 1:5) 

 

As therefore the tares are gathered and burned in the fire; so shall it be in the end of this 

world. The Son of man shall send forth his angels, and they shall gather out of his kingdom 

all things that offend, and them which do iniquity; (Matthew 13:40,41) 

Salvation (deliverance from sin) is coming in the last days. Even today there is a process of 

salvation that is preparing us for the day of redemption. We are being revealed at the 

Judgment Seat now in preparation for a final revealing and sentencing, whether to glorious 

deliverance and resurrection life or to punishment of one kind or another. We are to be 

working out our own salvation (deliverance from sin) with fear and trembling today. If we do 

not we will reap corruption in the day of redemption. 

We have been commanded to put to death the deeds of our body (Romans 8:13). Sometimes 

we receive complete deliverance at the time we confess and renounce our sin vigorously. On 

other occasions the sinful nature is weakened but enough of it remains that we must 

constantly remain watchful in prayer so the wickedness in us is not expressed in behavior. 

God has a purpose in not delivering us totally at this time. One reason is that there must be an 

opportunity for Christ to be formed in the area vacated by sin. We cast out the enemy and 

then occupy the land. This happens again and again and again. 

Another reason is that we grow in Christ, in the power to govern, as we resist sin. This 

resistance is becoming a wall, a rod of iron, being created in us. It will be used by the Lord 

during the Battle of Armageddon, during the thousand-year Kingdom Age, and then for 

eternity. People and angels always will be able to sin if they choose to do so. The sons of God 

will stand guard throughout the creation of God. They compose the army of the Kingdom, 

always ready to judge and destroy sin wherever it is found. 

In the Day of the Lord, Christ will come to us and remove every vestige of sin. This is our 

long-awaited salvation. The house that clothes our resurrected mortal frame will be a chariot 

of God, a vehicle that loves righteousness and hates iniquity. If we have suffered for the 

Gospel’s sake we also will be given a crown of eternal life and righteousness. The eternal life 

is the power that will enable us to compel righteousness, to govern in righteousness, 

throughout the universe of God. 
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We shall receive such righteousness, and shine as the stars forever, provided we have sought 

after God in the present life. It is those who turn many to righteousness who will shine as the 

stars. Those who neglect their salvation, even though at one time they had made a firm 

profession of Christ, are facing destruction along the three lines we mentioned earlier. 

How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which at the first began to be spoken 

by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that heard him; (Hebrews 2:3) 

The above passage is not addressed to the unsaved but to Christians who at one time had been 

firmly saved and committed to the Lord. We know this from various statements made in the 

Book of Hebrews. They were “holy brethren.” But they were beginning to neglect their 

salvation (which includes deliverance from sin and, in this instance, becoming a governing 

heir of salvation along with Christ). The author of Hebrews is pointing them toward the Day 

of the Lord, counseling them to not grow weary in their fight against sin because when the 

Lord comes to us He will remove all of our sin as a climactic act of redemption. 

The Authority of Jesus Christ  

Authority is a concept known to some degree by every responsible person. By most it is 

appreciated, for without it society would be chaotic. Others detest it, and refuse to live by it. 

The world’s prisons are full of such rebels. 

“Authority” is a major biblical theme. The most popular Greek word for “authority” is 

exousia (sometimes translated as “power”). This term, with a variety of usages, is found some 

102 times in the New Testament. 

Authority is attributed to God the Father; it is resident in his very nature. Authority alludes to 

Deity’s right to command and enforce obedience. 

What is less recognized in some segments of universal religion, however, is the authority of 

Jesus Christ. The authority of the Lord Jesus may be studied from various vantage points, 

e.g., his eternal authority before the universe existed, his incarnate authority as God’s Son in 

the present order of things, and his authority as it will be after this material world has been 

obliterated. 

From the nature of the case, this present study will have to be somewhat limited. 

Christ’s Authority as Creator 

One aspect of Christ that is not appreciated, even by many Christians, is his role in the 

original creation. In the opening lines of Scripture, Moses declared that: “In the beginning 

God created the heavens and the earth” (Gen. 1:1). The Hebrew term for “God” is a plural 

form (also v. 26 – “us” and “our”; cf. 3:22). 

This is the first biblical hint of the triune Deity, known in the New Testament as Father, Son, 

and Holy Spirit. In the New Testament, John declares that the eternal Word became flesh, 

and: “All things were made through him; and without him was not anything made that has 

been made” (Jn. 1:1, cf. v. 14). 
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Paul likewise alludes to Jesus’ role as Creator (Col. 1:16; cf. 1 Cor. 8:6b), as does the writer 

of Hebrews (cf.Heb. 1:2b). 

Christ the Sustainer 

In addition to the Lord’s creative capacity, he is involved in sustaining the present order of 

the created universe. 

Paul contended that it is by the authority of Christ that “all things hold together” (Col. 1:17, 

ESV). Further, Jesus, in connection with his creation role, is said to “uphold all things by his 

powerful word” (Heb. 1:3). 

Were it not for the sustaining authority of the Son of God, our universe would come apart at 

the seams! 

Christ’s Incarnate Authority 

In discussing the authority of Jesus during his earthly sojourn, it is important to understand 

something of the nature of Christ’s in-the-flesh existence. 

Though he maintained his full divine nature as the Son of God, for the love of others he made 

the decision to not “grasp” (hold on to) his status of “equality” with the Father (in the matter 

of authority). Instead, he “emptied himself” (a voluntary act at a definite point in time) of his 

sovereign independence, assuming the role of a “servant” (literally a “slave”) (Phil. 2:5-10). 

His exercise of authority, therefore, was subservient to, and consistent with, that of his 

Father’s (cf. Jn. 5:30; 6:38). This is what the Lord had in mind when he spoke of the 

“authority” that was “given to” him by the Father (Jn. 17:2). 

His divine authority “in the days of his flesh” (Heb. 5:7) is important to understand as we 

engage this study. From this vantage point, let us reflect upon various uses of his authority as 

“the Son of man.” 

Conditions of Nature 

Jesus was able to exercise supernatural authority over the forces of nature. 

When the Lord was in a boat with his disciples on the Sea of Galilee, a storm “came down” 

upon that body of water (695 feet below sea level—an environment facilitating violent 

weather). The waves were crashing over the vessel, covering it, and it began to be filled with 

water. The disciples, though experienced fishermen, were terrified. They awoke the Lord, 

who was asleep in the stern, and cried out for his help. 

Christ “rebuked” both the wind and the sea, and immediately the wind ceased, and there was 

a “great calm” upon the water (Mt. 8:23ff; Mk. 4:35ff; Lk. 8:22ff). The verbal forms denote 

an instant state of being. A. T. Robertson noted that ordinarily a sudden drop in wind does not 

create an immediate calm of the water (I.69). 
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When entering Jerusalem a few days before his death, Christ and his disciples came to a fig 

tree at the roadside. It was leafed out, but had no fruit; this was strange since fig trees bore 

the fruit first, then came the leaves. 

The Lord saw this as an opportunity to rebuke the Hebrew populous. Spiritually speaking, the 

corrupt nation feigned the appearance of productivity but was barren—even on the verge of 

murdering the Messiah. Christ thus spoke to the tree saying, “Be without fruit forever more.” 

Instantly the tree withered away, beginning from the roots (Mk. 11:12-14). 

Jesus’ authority, even over nature, was phenomenal. 

Living Creatures 

The authority of the Lord was evidenced by his total control of living creatures. 

When Christ and his disciples were at Capernaum, those who collected the temple tax 

inquired of Peter as to whether his teacher (Jesus) paid that tax. The apostle replied 

affirmatively. 

Later, however, Jesus made an important point to the apostle. A son was exempt from paying 

taxes to his father; as the Son of God, therefore, the Lord was free from the temple tax. 

Nonetheless, to avoid causing others to stumble, he instructed the apostle to cast a hook into 

the Sea of Galilee; the first fish caught would have a coin in its mouth sufficient for the tax 

covering both Christ and Peter. The Lord brought a specially prepared creature to the 

apostle’s hook. 

As Jesus prepared to enter Jerusalem on that Sunday before his crucifixion on Friday, he 

dispatched two disciples to enter the community of Bethphage. There they would find a 

donkey and her colt. They were to bring these animals to Christ. The colt had not been 

broken for riding (Mk. 11:2), but garments were placed on the animal’s back, and without 

incident, the Lord rode the docile creature into Jerusalem. 

If we may be permitted to express a thought figuratively, a yielding dumb beast had more 

“sense” on this occasion, than those who would be screaming, “Crucify him!” within a matter 

of days. 

The point being made is the authority of Christ over the creatures he made. 

Sickness 

There are no fewer than nineteen specific cases of miraculous healing performed by Jesus in 

the three and one half years of his ministry. 

Modern medical specialists struggle with overcoming a wide variety of ailments that plague 

the human body. It takes medications, surgical procedures, the healing properties of time, 

etc., to effect the temporal cures that we so cherish as slowly-dying human beings. 
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The healing miracles of Jesus involved of a wide variety of ailments, e.g., leprosy (Mt. 8:2ff), 

congenital blindness (Jn. 9:1ff), restoration of a severed ear (Lk. 22:50-51), deafness and 

impediment of speech (Mk. 7:32ff), etc. 

In this connection it is appropriate to mention that one aspect of the Savior’s miracles was to 

establish his authority. 

At Capernaum the Lord encountered a man afflicted with palsy, who had been brought to 

Christ on a stretcher by four friends. Seeing their faith being demonstrated, Jesus said to the 

crippled man, “Son, your sins are forgiven.” 

Who would dare to authoritatively claim to pardon someone of his sins? Only God has that 

prerogative. 

The Lord thus explained his supernatural act. 

“That you may know that the Son of man possesses authority on earth to forgive sins (he said 

to the sick of palsy), I say to you, Arise, take up your bed, and go to your house” (Mk. 2:10). 

The miracles of Jesus authenticated his claim of being God’s unique Son. 

Death 

There were three cases during Christ’s ministry when he raised people from the dead—the 

daughter of Jairus (Mt. 9:18-26; Mk. 5:21-43), a widow’s son (Lk. 7:11-15), and Lazarus of 

Bethany (Jn. 11:43-44). 

In addition, there is the subtle suggestion that in some way, the Lord was instrumental as well 

in the resurrection of his own body (cf. Jn. 2:19). 

The credentials for the Savior’s authority are impressively increasing. 

Demons 

Demons (not “devils” KJV) were evil spirits (Mt. 12:43-45) under the control of Satan. These 

were permitted to inhabit the bodies of some people during the earthly days of Christ and his 

apostles. 

Almost certainly this was for the purpose of allowing the Savior and his men the opportunity 

of demonstrating the superiority of Christ’s authority over Satan (see Mt. 12:28-29; Lk. 

10:17-18; 1 Jn. 4:4). 

The New Testament clearly indicates that demons were under the ultimate control of the 

Savior. Demons tormented a man who lived in the country of the Gerasenes. When Christ 

expelled the evil spirits from the unfortunate man, the demons asked the Lord’s permission to 

enter a herd of swine nearby. Even they acknowledged the Messiah’s authority (Mk. 5:6-7). 

Since they did, where does that place those today who refuse to acknowledge his authority? 
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Angels 

The English “angel” is an anglicized form of the Greek aggelos (pronounced ä’n-ge-los). The 

term signifies a “messenger.” Aggelos is used in several ways in the Scriptures. It most 

commonly denotes a heavenly order of created beings (Psa. 148:2, 5), who are “spirits” as to 

their nature, and who carry out the will of God on behalf of his people (Heb. 1:14). 

A consideration of the New Testament evidence reflects the fact that Christ exercises 

authority over these heavenly beings. In speaking of the coming day of judgment, Jesus 

himself declared: 

“The Son of man shall send forth his angels, and they shall gather out of his kingdom all 

things that cause stumbling, and them that do iniquity” (Mt. 13:41). 

Since the Lord exercises authority over angels, what does that say about his authority over 

those who are “a little lower than the angels”? 

Christ and the Law of Moses 

One of the most prominent errors in the community of “Christendom,” is a failure to properly 

distinguish between the purpose of the Old Testament and that of the New Testament. Many 

wander back and forth between the Old and New Testaments, without a clue as to the 

difference between the “first” and “second” of these covenants (cf. Heb. 8:7; 10:9). 

John the apostle wrote: “For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through 

Jesus Christ” (Jn. 1:17). The “law of Moses” was also called the “law of God”; ultimately it 

was from God though given through Moses (cf. Neh. 8:1, 8). 

However, that law was never designed to be a permanently binding legal document. It was 

preparatory to the coming of the new covenant (cf. Jer. 31:31ff). But can we imagine 

someone citing that law, and then saying: “You have heard that it was said,” appealing then 

to that law, but subsequently adding, “but I say unto you....” 

Who, but an authoritatively endowed person, would dare to be so bold. Yet that was precisely 

the thrust of the Lord’s message in that illustrious “sermon on the mount” (cf. Mt. 5:22, 28, 

32, 34, 39, 44). 

Little wonder, then, that at the conclusion of that discourse, “the multitudes were astonished 

at his teaching: for he taught them as one having authority, and not as their scribes” (7:28-

29). 

 

Christ’s Authority Prophesied 

The authority of Christ was generously previewed in the Old Testament. 

 The Savior’s regal authority was foreshadowed in the famous “scepter” prophecy of 

Genesis 49:10. 
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 The kingly image was continued in Samuel’s affirmation of the coming Christ (2 

Sam. 7:12-13). 

 It was expanded by David (Psa. 2:1ff). (d) Isaiah announced it (9:6). 

 Jeremiah did as well (33:15-16). 

 Zechariah likewise followed with an announcement of the priestly king (6:12-13). 

The Lord Jesus himself certainly had his authoritative reign in view when he spoke of a 

“certain nobleman” who went into a far country (heaven), to receive for himself a kingdom. 

Some repudiated his authoritative administration, however, and these were depicted as his 

“enemies.” Consequently their punishment was deadly and eternal (Lk. 19:12-14; 27; cf. also 

Rev. 19:11-16). 

Christ’s Authority via Scripture 

The practice of publishing the New Testament with the words of Jesus in red type, however 

well-meaning, is misguided. The reason being, it leaves the impression with many that the 

words spoken by Christ are more important than the messages spoken and written by other 

inspired persons. This is an erroneous conclusion. 

As Christ taught during his personal ministry, he emphatically declared that the messages of 

his inspired representatives would carry the same weight as his own declarations. 

For example, the Savior said regarding those whom he had dispatched with his authority. 

“He who listens to you, is listening to me; and he who rejects you is rejecting me; and he who 

rejects me is rejecting him who sent me” (Lk. 10:16). 

On the evening of the last supper, just before his impending arrest, Christ repeatedly 

emphasized that after his departure his disciples would be empowered by the Holy Spirit. In 

connection with that endowment, Jesus promised: “I come unto you” (cf. Jn. 14:16-18). 

He pledged that their messages would be those of the Comforter, the Holy Spirit (14: 26), and 

would likewise represent him. He declared that in their teaching they would be guided by the 

Spirit into all the truth (Jn. 16:13). 

On numerous occasions Christ declared that the disciples’ future instruction was by his 

authority (Mt. 10:19-20; Mk. 13:1-4; Lk. 12:11-12). The apostle Paul most emphatically 

declared: “...the things I write unto you ... they are the commandment of the Lord” (1 Cor. 

14:37b). He frequently undergirded his teaching with the affirmation he was speaking on 

behalf of Christ (1 Thes. 4:2, 15; 2 Thes. 3:6, 12). He declared that his inspired teaching was 

backed by the same authority as that of his Lord (1 Cor. 7:10,12). We absolutely must 

recognize that the authority of the Son of God is resident in the inspired instruction of the 

New Testament. 

Authority Relinquished 
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Before concluding this discussion regarding the “authority” of Christ, we are inclined to call 

attention to perhaps the most profoundly puzzling thought on this matter that it is possible for 

the human mind to contemplate. The apostle Paul penned the following: 

“Then cometh the end when he shall deliver up the kingdom to God, even the Father; when 

he shall have abolished all rule and all authority and power. For he must reign till, he hath put 

all his enemies under his feet. The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death. For, He put all 

things in subjection under his feet. But when he saith, All things are put in subjection, it is 

evident that he is excepted who did subject all things unto him. And when all things have 

been subjected unto him, then shall the Son also himself be subjected to him that did subject 

all things unto him, that God may be all in all” (1 Cor. 15:24-28, ASV). 

Scholars are somewhat divided on the precise significance of the phrase that affirms Christ’s 

authoritative role will be surrendered to God the Father. 

The passage appears to declare that when Christ returns, at the conclusion of earth’s history, 

the authority he had exercised during the Christian dispensation will somehow be fully 

assumed by the Father, with the Son being submissive to him. I have explored this matter in 

some depth in my article, A Breathtaking View of the Love of Christ. 

It will be sufficient to say at this point that this self-surrender of his kingdom-authority will in 

no way reflect a forfeiture of his deity or divine glory. 

Whatever else it suggests, it does seem to indicate that in some fashion our blessed Savior has 

chosen to be eternally identified with us as a “brother” (cf. Rom. 8:17; Heb. 2:9-12). 

And in some unfathomable way we will be privileged to “reign with him” as a spiritual 

kinsman (Rev. 3:21; 22:5b). 

 

The Believer’s Authority  

After Jesus rose from the dead, He said, “All power (exousia) is given unto me in Heaven and 

in Earth” (Matthew 28:28).  The Greek word used here for power is not dunamis (ability and 

might), but exousia, which means “authority or rule.”  So a better translation for this verse 

would be, “All authority is given unto me in Heaven and in earth.” 

Now this is very important:  What God lost in this earth through the fall of Adam was not His 

power.  When Adam fell, God did not become weaker.  He was as powerful as He ever 

was.  What God lost in the fall was a channel of authority (man), through whom He could 

release His power in the earth. 

God always invests His creatures with authority.  When Lucifer was on the earth before 

Adam, God gave him authority.  But when Lucifer rebelled, he terminated his reign on 

earth.  Then God created Adam and gave him dominion, or authority, over everything on the 

earth (Genesis 1:28).   However, when Adam disobeyed God and followed after Satan, Adam 

gave his authority back to the devil. 

https://www.christiancourier.com/articles/156-breathtaking-view-of-the-love-of-christ-a
https://www.bobyandian.com/bible-topics/the-believers-authority
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God had delegated authority over the earth to mankind, but Adam turned from Him and 

submitted himself and his God-given authority to Satan.  Therefore, man was spiritually 

separated from God, and God was on the outside of the affairs of men.  He had lost the 

channel through which He desired to express Himself and reveal His power. 

Jesus did not become a man to regain God’s power, but to restore divine authority to man 

through Himself.  The issue was never a loss of God’s power or His ultimate authority, but to 

make a way by which man could be reconciled to God (through Jesus Christ) and again 

become the channel God could use to display His power in the earth. 

God wasn’t sitting in Heaven crying, “Oh please hurry Jesus!  I’m so weak and helpless!  Get 

my power back!”  Jesus had all of God’s power in Him before He came to earth and took on a 

human body.  He became a man, endured the cross and was resurrected in order to restore 

God’s authority in the earth through a man – Himself.  Then He passed that authority on to 

those who would believe in Him – the church. 

Matthew 28:18 and 19 could be read “Therefore, or because all authority is given me in 

Heaven and in earth, go and make disciples of all nations.”  After He rose from the dead, 

Jesus immediately informed the Church that through Him, man’s authority over the earth and 

the devil had been restored to believers. 

Once again, God had the channel of man to express Himself and release His power in the 

earth.  When a believer uses the name of Jesus, all of God’s power is there to back it up! 

Authority over the Devil 

When Jesus Christ went into the heart of the earth for three days and three nights, the greatest 

arm wrestling match of all creation took place.  The arm of the Lord (Isaiah 53:1) grasped the 

arm of Satan’s power, and “the exceeding greatness of God’s power” pressed had against all 

evil.  In the end, the Holy Spirit’s power slammed the devil’s arm down and triumphantly 

raised Jesus from the dead! 

 At Jesus’ resurrected body burst through the grave clothes, Satan was completely humiliated 

(Colossians 2:15).  Never again does he want to wrestle with the arm of the Lord!  And he 

never will, because he has been totally defeated.  First John 3:8 says, “For this purpose the 

Son of God was manifested, that he might destroy the works of the devil.” 

When Jesus ascended and was seated at the right hand of the Father, this did not abolish 

Satan’s authority in the earth, but it put Jesus in the ultimate authority over him. 

When Jesus comes back to earth at the Second Advent, He will have Satan thrown into the 

bottomless pit to be bound for a thousand years.  After this period of time, Satan will be 

loosed for one more season (Revelation 20:1-3), and then Jesus will totally destroy him and 

his followers by casting them into the lake of fire forever (Revelation 20:10). 

However, during the Church Age, believers have been given authority over Satan through the 

name of Jesus.  Satan’s present kingdom in this earth is subject to the authority of Jesus 

Christ, which He has given to the Church.   
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Sin, sickness, and demons must bow their knee and obey when a believer exercises their 

authority through the name of Jesus.  Philippians 2:10 says, “That at the name of Jesus every 

knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth.”   

In Ephesians 1:21,22, the Bible tells us that God raised Jesus from the dead and set Him “far 

above all principality, and power (authorities), and might, and dominion, and every name that 

is named, not only in this world (age, i.e., the Church Age), but also in that which is to come 

(Millennial Reign of Jesus Christ): And He put all things under His feet, and gave him to be 

the head over all things to the church.”  All things means all things – poverty, illness, 

catastrophe – not just demonic powers.  Whether a problem we face comes directly from the 

devil (demons) or indirectly from the devil (sickness, poverty, or emotional distress), all evil 

originates with Satan.  Had Lucifer not rebelled and brought sin and death into the earth 

through the fall of Adam, there would be no evil for us to deal with today.  It is important that 

we always remember that Satan is ultimately behind every evil work that is coming against 

our lives. 

It’s Up To Us 

Ephesians 1:22 declares Jesus to be the head over the church, not the head over the 

devil.  The devil and his demonic kingdom are under His feet.  That is why verse 21 says that 

Jesus is far above all principality, power, might, and dominion.  There is something between 

Him (the head) and His feet – and that “something” is the Body of Christ, the Church. 

In order of authority, God as placed the Church directly under Jesus and directly over the 

devil.  When we understand this fact, we will stop praying for Jesus to take care of the 

devil!  He has already taken care of him through the cross and the resurrection.  All that 

remains is for us to enforce His victory as we live our lives here on earth according to the 

Word of God. 

Just before He ascended, Jesus did not say, “And these signs shall follow them that believe; I 

will come down and stop the devil for them.”  What he did say was, “And these signs shall 

follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new 

tongues; They shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt 

them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover” (Mark 16:17, 18). 

In Matthew 28:18, Jesus declared “All authority is given unto me in heaven and earth.”  But 

He turned right around and delegated His authority to the Church.  Now it is the believer’s 

responsibility to become “a doer of the Word” (James 1:22) and take authority given to us by 

the Lord Jesus Christ and use His name, His Word, and the power of His Spirit to destroy 

every evil work that comes against our lives. 

Power to restore 

Please read Mark 4:35-5:43 

What does the word ‘chaos’ convey to you? What picture does it bring to mind? For some, 

there will spring unbidden a vision of your child’s bedroom, that moment when you open the 

door and you realise that there is not a single inch of floor space visible to the unaided eye. 

Or maybe it’s your own bedroom that’s like that – or your garage – or your desk at work! But 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%204:35-Mark%205:43
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for some, though, I suspect the picture is darker. For you, ‘chaos’ may be the word that best 

describes your life. This kind of chaos means that nothing makes sense; nothing fits together. 

Life is out of control and there is nothing you can do about it. This kind of chaos brings 

despair. Real chaos is something we fear. We fear it taking hold of our lives, our streets, our 

world: our inner world or the world around us. Chaos, and our fear of chaos, is something the 

Bible takes very seriously. We now come to a section of Mark’s gospel that contains three 

stories of miracles which all reveal Jesus’ absolute authority over hostile powers. Whether he 

is facing a violent storm, a violent evil, a violent sickness or even death, Jesus has the 

authority to overcome it; to face chaos and bring peace; to take the broken pieces of a man’s 

life, a woman’s life, and put them back together. Nothing symbolises chaos better than the 

wild waves of a restless sea – the subject of the first of these stories.  

Power to bring peace 

In the previous chapter we looked at the parables of the Kingdom, where Jesus explains that 

his new Kingdom is going to grow from very small, almost invisible beginnings ultimately to 

fill the whole earth. Now he will show that he has the power to make that happen. Here 

comes the evidence. We don’t know how much time is covered by the parables of ch 4, 

whether one day or many, but in v.35 evening is coming and Jesus makes the decision to 

move on. It’s possible that he simply stays in the boat he has been using without stepping 

ashore at all; that would explain the odd expression ‘just as he was, in the boat’ (v.36). As we 

have noticed before, Jesus does not simply go where the crowds are. This is the exact 

opposite of celebrity culture. Celebrities seek out the crowds, they stay with their public: 

publicity is their life-blood. Jesus is not like that. In fact, having taught crowds of thousands, 

he is now setting out for a rendezvous with one single man, and him the ultimate outcast. 

Remember this lake is quite small: the journey can’t be more than ten miles. The disciples are 

expecting a routine crossing. There were ‘other boats with him’ (v.36): various ideas have 

been read into that statement, but most likely the boats are simply carrying uninvited 

followers who are keen to see what Jesus is up to. Various minor details are included in this 

story which sound very like the marks of an eye-witness account, almost certainly Peter’s. In 

any event, the people in these other boats are about to benefit from a miracle, because now, 

without warning, the storm breaks (v.37). It seems amazing that such a small lake could be 

prone to such wild storms, but that is in fact the case. The sea of Galilee is mostly surrounded 

by mountains and hills; and when the wind funnels through the gap at the southern end, 

where the river Jordan flows out, these violent storms occur, creating a chaos of short, 

choppy waves that could easily swamp a small fishing boat. Even so, from the reaction of the 

disciples, this storm must be exceptionally bad. Not all the disciples are experienced 

boatmen, of course – at least one (Levi) has come from a desk job – but panic seems to have 

been the response of them all (v.38).  

So Jesus is asleep; and our eye-witness tells us exactly where he is. We should note that in a 

story that will soon show us his awesome power and majesty, we are reminded first that Jesus 

is completely human as well. This man needs to sleep. He’s asleep because he’s been 

teaching all day and he is exhausted. This is a man with physical, human needs just like us. 

The stern will perhaps be a little drier than elsewhere, but even so this is an open boat, not 

some luxury yacht with a sound-proofed cabin and stabilisers; and Jesus sleeps on through 

the crashing waves, the howling wind, the pitching of the boat and the yells of the disciples. 

He sleeps on, not because he has some magical sleeping pill, but because he is at peace even 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%204
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%205:35
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%205:36
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%205:36
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%205:37
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%205:38
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while the world around him is in chaos. When the disciples do rouse him, they say, literally: 

‘Don’t you care that we are perishing?’ But that is their idea, not his. He knows they are not 

drowning, however fast the water is rising and whatever the note of panic in their voices. It is 

not clear what the disciples expect him to do – probably just to join in baling out the boat – 

but they want him awake. 

One of the most striking points of this familiar story is the sheer casualness of Jesus’ response 

(v.39). He just gets up and does it. There is no ceremony, no need to gather his energies: he 

doesn’t even need to pray; he simply calms the storm. In the space of a moment, everything is 

quiet and still. And the words he uses are very interesting. In the exorcism story of 1:23-27, 

Mark tells us Jesus rebukes the demon: the same word is used here of rebuking the wind. 

Jesus tells the demon to be silenced, literally to be muzzled: just the same rather unusual word 

is used here. Jesus speaks to both the demon and the storm as you would speak to your dog. 

In both cases, the ‘dog’ obeys instantly. This man has the power to bring peace to a life torn 

apart by the power of a demon: he has the power to bring peace to nature torn by a raging 

storm – with a word! 

In the boat, the disciples’ ears are still ringing with the noise, but the noise has already 

stopped. Their muscles are still tensed against the jolting of the boat, but the boat is not 

moving. Then through the dusk Jesus looks round at them and speaks (v.40). Clearly, not 

only the wind and the waves are out of order, but the disciples as well! Surely by now they 

should know they have nothing to fear when Jesus is with them. Hasn’t he told them, just in 

the last few days, that they are the insiders, the people who have seen what the Kingdom is 

really about (v.11)? It seems they still have a great deal to learn. v.41 tells us that the 

disciples are actually more afraid after the storm has been stilled than they were in the middle 

of it. ‘They feared a great fear’, the Greek says. 

For the answer to the disciples’ question in v.41 we need to go back to the Old Testament, 

where time after time God is described as the one who brings order out of chaos. Right at the 

beginning, this is a keynote of the Creation story. Out of the primeval chaos of a formless 

universe, the Almighty God has brought order, design and life (Genesis 1:1-2). Repeatedly, 

as the Bible’s story unfolds, we find this picture of the God who brings order out of chaos – a 

chaos often represented as a turbulent, storm-ridden sea. Look at Psalm 65:7, Psalm 89:9 and 

Psalm 46, which celebrates the fact that even while the mountains are falling into the sea and 

the waters roar and foam, God’s people have no need to fear because he is the one who 

instructs the chaotic forces in the world: ‘Be still and know that I am God’ (Psalm 46:10). 

Psalm 107 contains the story of seafarers who are caught in a storm and cry out to the Lord in 

their trouble; and we read ‘he stilled the storm to a whisper; the waves of the sea were 

hushed’ (Psalm 107:29). For the Jews, then, the people to whom Jesus comes, their great 

Creator God is the one who can still the raging sea – something that as a nation they fear 

more than almost anything else. He is the God who quells the chaos. Now here is Jesus, doing 

what only God the Creator could possibly do, addressing the elements and literally putting 

them in their place. He couldn’t make his identity much clearer. Here on the lake, as the 

darkness draws in and with the disciples as the exclusive audience, Jesus reveals himself as 

the true God – nothing less than God in the form of man. Could it be plainer than that? 

This story has something important to say to Christians. Notice that Jesus has actually 

suggested this journey – it is his idea and we can assume he knows exactly what is coming. 

The storm is violent: it is actually life-threatening. But Jesus brings them through it. Think of 
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Mark’s first readers, facing persecution; they might be dragged off to death in the arena at 

any moment. They need to know that their Lord is with them, where the storm is raging, 

where it seems their whole world is collapsing and chaos is taking over. The early Church 

drew great comfort from this story. They felt they were about to be overwhelmed, they felt 

they were going to sink; but no, because Jesus was there in the storm with them. Why should 

we fear, when our Lord stands here with us? Similarly, this story gives great encouragement 

for the persecuted Church in many corners of the world today. And it is true for every 

Christian that the Lord Jesus is able to bring us safe through every trial. Jesus is not 

physically present with us now, of course, but he has given us his Spirit who is here with us 

just as surely as Jesus was there in that boat. Whatever furious squalls are frightening us, we 

can be sure that the Lord who is with us is in charge. He may well lead us into trials; he will 

certainly lead us through. Jesus says to the disciples that they have no more cause to be 

agitated and upset than the waves do. Their fear is quite out of place, he says. This story is 

not just a message of comfort for Christians who are facing trials in their lives; it’s a 

challenge as well. ‘Why are you afraid? Do you still have no faith?’, Jesus asks. If we are 

disciples, what is our answer? This Jesus is the same one who can bring peace out of chaos in 

every place. One day he will do that, in every troubled corner of the world, as he establishes 

his everlasting Kingdom over the whole earth. 

Power to liberate 

I wonder how you get on with your neighbours? If you are like one in seven of the British 

public, you don’t get on with them at all. That is the proportion who have reported incidents 

of noisy neighbours – not to mention the many others who have feuds over parking, boundary 

lines or – a current favourite, this one – overgrown hedges. The whole issue has so gripped 

the public imagination that the concept of ‘neighbours from hell’ has inspired several TV 

series and most recently a popular computer game called ‘Neighbours from Hell’. It’s not 

much fun living next to a ‘neighbour from hell’, as you may even have experienced. There 

are many possible responses: on-line forums to support the victims; going to the police; and 

ultimately the courts. You can form a vigilante group to drive the offenders out. You can 

move away, or you can simply suffer in silence. And some, though not all, of these remedies 

were attempted by the inhabitants of the ‘region of the Gerasenes’, just next to the Sea of 

Galilee. Unfortunately, none of them worked. The offender in this case was the original 

‘Neighbour from hell’ – in his case, the perfect description. This man – Legion, as he is 

known – certainly will not listen to reason. The only option for the locals in his case is the 

vigilante solution – until they meet the man who has the power to liberate. 

It is likely that Jesus and the disciples have spent the night in the boat, because the story that 

follows in 5:1-20 clearly takes place in daylight. There is some confusion about the place 

name in v.1 here, as you can see from the footnote included in most Bible versions. There’s 

no doubt that Mark originally wrote ‘Gerasenes’, probably referring to a village by the lake 

shore: the main town of the area was Gadara, about six miles away, so to call the area ‘the 

region of the Gadarenes’ would be equally accurate. In any case, we are now on the east 

shore of the lake, the Gentile side – that’s important. As Jesus gets out of the boat, without 

warning a terrifying spectacle appears (vv.2-5): a man dressed in rags, at best, scarred and 

bloody where he has been cutting at himself in his despair. Appropriately, he lives among the 

tombs, the place of the dead – these would be burial caves, the only place he can live because 

the locals have driven him away. They have tried to restrain him with chains and shackles, 

but to no avail: from somewhere he has the strength to tear them off. At night and by day they 
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hear his howling cries. This is not a man you want around. This is the neighbour from hell. 

He is uncontrollable, unmanageable, and totally without hope. Even by the standards of 

demonic activity, this is an extreme case, a man whose life is the very picture of chaos.  

As he reaches Jesus he falls down before him (v.6) – the word used usually means worship. 

The demons who control this man are forced to recognise they are in the presence of someone 

totally superior. A shout is wrung out of him (v.7). ‘Son of the Most High God’ is a Gentile 

expression, not a Jewish one, but as we have seen before, it shows that the demons recognise 

Jesus far more clearly than any human does. That is why they respond to him with paralysed 

terror, recognising a power that is not just infinitely greater than their own, but the total 

opposite to theirs as well. In 3:22 the Jewish teachers accused Jesus of working by the power 

of Satan. These demons would hardly agree! As Jesus commands the spirit to come out, the 

man is forced to confess that there is not one spirit there, but a whole army of them (vv.8-9). 

No wonder his life has been so totally devastated. These verses show how his identity has 

been almost completely submerged – ‘my name is Legion, for we are many’. ‘He begged 

Jesus not to send them away.’ Once this man had a real name; now he’s just ‘legion’. A 

Roman army legion contained six thousand men. That needn’t be taken as a precise count – 

would you expect accuracy from demons? – but it will soon become clear that it’s not far 

from the truth. 

Nearby there is a herd of pigs – this is Gentile country – and soon the demons are pleading to 

be allowed to transfer to them (vv.10-12). Jesus lets them go; they leave the man at once; and 

moments later there are two thousand pigs hurtling down the steep hillside to drown in the 

lake (v.13). It’s a vivid scene but a strange one, and many people have wondered why it 

happens this way. Why does Jesus let the demons destroy the pigs? Why doesn’t he simply 

banish the demons, as he does at other times? Doesn’t Jesus care about animals? Is it 

something to do with pigs being unclean for Jews? These are reasonable questions! The 

explanation can have nothing to do with pigs being unclean: Jesus has very little interest in 

the Jewish food laws, as we will see in ch 7, and he certainly won’t have the destruction of 

Gentiles’ pigs on his agenda. No, there are two reasons why Jesus lets this happen. Firstly, it 

is not yet time for the powers of evil to be destroyed. Defeated and driven out, yes; but in 

God’s master plan, Satan and his forces still remain at large for a little longer. So the demons 

are allowed to continue their destructive work, but this man himself will no longer be their 

victim. In God’s sight, one man is worth far more than two thousand pigs. Secondly, Jesus 

wants to give a dramatic visual demonstration of the reality and strength of these demonic 

powers. ‘Legion’ has been freed from a whole army of evil spirits. They were intent on 

destroying the man just as they have now destroyed a whole herd of animals. This is what 

demons are: they are chaos monsters. Look what happens, Jesus is saying, when they get to 

work. 

The pigs are gone; and not surprisingly, their owners, or the swineherds, are powerfully 

impressed (vv.14-15). Here is the man who has terrorised their district, made their lives a 

misery, peacefully sitting down. He’s been running around naked, or near enough; now, 

somehow, he’s properly dressed. He’s been deranged by the demons, maddened, suicidal; but 

here he is in his right mind. He is liberated. Surely the locals will be delighted. But no, they 

are afraid. This is all too much for them to cope with. When they also hear what has 

happened to their pigs, there is only one possible outcome: they plead with Jesus to leave 

(vv.16-17). They drive him away, much as they drove their troublesome neighbour away. 

When it really came down to it, they would rather have their pigs than have Jesus around, like 
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many people we may meet today who will not embrace Jesus because of the disturbance he 

will inevitably cause to their lives when he takes control – even though he brings the answer 

to their impossible problem. 

Naturally, the man who’s been healed feels differently (vv.18-20). Today, troublesome 

neighbours are given a restraining order to keep them away from home, but this man can go 

home. It’s not his first choice. There is a striking point about discipleship in this story. Four 

times Jesus is begged for something: four times the same Greek word is used. Twice it’s the 

demons who beg (vv.10-12): don’t send us out of the area; Jesus agrees. Send us into the 

pigs; he agrees. The locals beg him to leave (v.17); and he agrees. The healed demoniac begs 

to go with him (v.18); and he refuses. This man is now a disciple; he is part of the new 

Kingdom; and he has to go where the King sends him. He is sent back home as a missionary; 

and it won’t be an easy task. Jesus may never return this way. That is why this man’s case is 

different from others whom Jesus heals. Generally he tells them to keep quiet, but this man he 

tells to speak. This is Gentile country; and now Gentiles will have the chance to hear from 

one of their own. He does just as he is told – right through the Decapolis region, which 

stretches down to the east of the Jordan river, telling what wonderful things the Lord Jesus 

has done for him. It is not surprising that the people are amazed (v.20). 

Do you notice how similar Legion’s story is to the account of the stilling of the storm? Both 

stories start with chaos – the howling of the wind, the howling of the demoniac – and end 

with peace. Both times the Lord Jesus simply speaks a few words, and violent disorder 

becomes calm; and both times, people respond with fear – greater fear after the miracle than 

before, when they were actually in danger! The message is just the same too. This man Jesus 

holds the power that only God has. The same one who can restore peace to a storm-ridden 

lake can also restore peace to a demonised life. That’s wonderful; but it is frightening too. 

Most people who read this book will be much more like the man called Legion as he is at the 

end of the story, rather than at the beginning. He has experienced the power of God in his life 

in a wonderful way, and so have we. He is qualified to go out and proclaim the news about 

Jesus, wherever Jesus tells him to go – and so are we. Maybe that thought makes us 

uncomfortable. First he goes to his own family and tells them. Then he travels, and wherever 

he goes he tells people what he knows about Jesus. Actually, that isn’t much. He has no 

theology degree. Unlike us, he has never heard a sermon, never attended a Bible study. But 

he knows who Jesus is. He’s experienced God’s power in his life and he knows what it means 

to be set free, to have his life restored. That is enough for this man to have a ministry. That’s 

what people do when they have met Jesus. And what Jesus has done for us is not less than 

what he did for Legion. He wore his cuts and scars on the outside, but our lives were just as 

broken and torn on the inside, until Jesus restored us. 

Power to heal 

It is not a comfortable thought, but death is inevitable for all of us. We all have the seeds of 

death in our system from the day we are conceived. It may work very slowly – we may never 

give it a thought, especially when we are young – it may even take a hundred years to finish 

us off, but death is inevitable. Death is the final enemy we have to face. In the double story 

that forms the remainder of ch 5, Jesus proves that he has victory over it! We see him here 

facing first sickness and then the most feared enemy of all, death itself; and proving he has 

the power to heal, the power to give life. 
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Jesus re-crosses the lake (v.21), probably back to the area of Capernaum. At once, and in 

contrast to the loneliness of the other shore, a great crowd gathers, as it does every time Jesus 

appears in Galilee. But very soon there is a special visitor (v.22). The locals all know him: 

this is Jairus, the official in charge of the local synagogue, an important dignitary. He’s seen 

Jesus before, no doubt about that. He was probably there not long ago when Jesus drove out 

an evil spirit in his own synagogue – and then there were all those healings that same 

Saturday night (1:23-34). But today it’s his own problems that fill his thoughts (vv.22-23). 

Whatever suspicions he may have shared with his colleagues about this new teacher, Jairus 

now has only one problem on his mind. Casting his dignity aside he falls to the ground in 

front of Jesus and begs him for help. The situation is desperate. His daughter – twelve years 

old, as we learn later – is at the point of death. Jesus goes with him (v.24). It’s probably only 

a mile or two to his house in the town, but progress is desperately slow as the great crowd 

relentlessly presses in. Every moment’s delay must be agony for Jairus; and soon there is a 

much longer one. Will the delay mean that Jesus comes too late? 

For in the crowd there is another desperate case. Unlike Jairus, she has no dignity to lose. 

Unlike him, she approaches Jesus secretly (vv.25-28). My guess is that most men who teach 

or preach on this passage pass over the woman’s condition rather quickly. In case it’s not 

clear, this woman has been living with continuous menstruation for twelve years. That kind 

of problem would be bad enough today: in those times it would be far, far worse. A woman 

like this is in trouble for no less than five reasons. Firstly, it is embarrassing – not so much 

because people are coy as because it would make them despise her. She lives with constant 

shame. Secondly, it is physically so debilitating. She lives with constant weakness. Thirdly, 

her desperate attempts to find a cure have driven her into poverty. With this condition she 

would be poor anyway; but tragically, she has spent her last reserves on hopeless 

remediesAccording to Lane, contemporary remedies included carrying around the ash of an 

ostrich egg wrapped in a cloth; and drinking wine containing a powder made of rubber, alum 

and garden crocuses!. Fourthly, she will be physically unable to have children, with the bitter 

disappointment and shame that would bring in a culture where the family line is all-

important. But perhaps worse than any of these – fifthly, she will be ritually unclean all the 

time. The Jewish law is very clear on these matters. It’s all to do with the central importance 

of blood in the sacrificial system, for blood represented both life and death. Blood could not 

be eaten – hence some of the kosher food laws – blood was special, it was reserved for 

sacrifice. That’s why women were unclean during their periods – not because the Law was 

down on women, as some people think, but because of the sacredness of blood. But this 

woman will be unclean all the time. The Jewish scholars, typically, produced a whole book of 

rules about how someone like this had to live – it’s there in the Talmud. No-one who wants to 

worship can touch her. She herself can never approach the presence of God, can never enter 

the Temple courts to pray. Just like the man with leprosy we met in ch 1, she is a permanent 

outcast. 

Is it any wonder, then, that she simply creeps up through the dense, jostling crowd to reach 

out and touch Jesus’ clothes? How could she dare to appear openly? Perhaps there is an 

element of superstition in her idea that she need only touch the healer’s robe to be healed; but 

there is a lot of faith as well. It has cost her so much even to emerge from her home and do 

this! Immediately she does, she is healed (v.29); somehow she knows it. Perhaps there has 

been constant pain, and it’s suddenly ceased; more likely it’s not just that the bleeding has 

stopped, but that all her weakness has been restored to strength. She feels complete again, 

strong again, as she has not felt for twelve long and miserable years. But her story is not quite 
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finished. Jesus too knows something has happened: the touch may have been unconscious, 

but there has been a cost – he ‘realised that power had gone out from him’ (v.30). This does 

not mean that he now has less power than he had before, but there has been a transaction. She 

has touched him, by faith. There is a relationship between Jesus and the woman; power has 

been released. 

To the disciples, the question he asks is ridiculous (v.31). Obviously, in a crowd like this, 

people are touching him all the time. Certainly they are touching him, but not every touch has 

released his power. We may want to ask, Does Jesus really not know who has touched him? 

Is he simply attempting to draw the woman out of the crowd and make her confess? The short 

answer to what is quite a difficult question is that Jesus Christ, the incarnate Son of God, was 

omniscient (all-knowing) in his divine nature but had limited knowledge in his human nature. 

We will meet this question again when we reach 13:32. As far as this story is concerned, he 

certainly does want to draw the woman out, but in his human nature he really doesn’t know 

(v.32). Finally she emerges and, just as Jairus did, falls at his feet and fearfully tells him the 

whole story (v.33). She knows so little of this man who stands before her: will he be angry, 

will he recoil at the thought that an unclean outcast has dared to lay a hand on him? What of 

these others who can overhear every word as the story pours out of her? Even the miracle of 

healing she has experienced fills her with fear – just like the disciples in the boat on Galilee, 

just like the crowd who saw the demoniac restored to his right mind, for the power of God is 

a fearsome thing. 

She need not have worried (v.34). She is healed after twelve years of misery. She has peace 

after the torment she has known. Once more, Jesus brings in the outsider. Jesus is never 

bothered about becoming ritually unclean by contact with leprosy, or blood, or even death, 

because his touch makes everything clean. After her years as an outcast, barred from access 

to God, he calls her ‘daughter’. Think what that means to her! Daughter, because you have 

put your faith in me, you are healed, you have peace, you can go. 

Still there is another daughter; and for her it does not look so good. Even as Jairus breathes a 

sigh of relief that at last they can move on, a delegation from his home appears with the 

terrible news that his daughter has died (v.35). Bringing Jesus home now would be pointless, 

they say – perhaps betraying their own suspicions of him. Jesus hears what they say and 

doesn’t bat an eyelid. He turns to Jairus with a word of comfort (v.36). Believe what, he does 

not say; but they push on and at last they arrive. Jesus takes with him just his inner circle – on 

into the house where the girl now lies dead (vv.37-38). There’s a loud commotion of people 

crying and wailing – the hired mourners custom demands. To judge by the speed with which 

they’ve assembled, the family must have anticipated the girl’s death, in which case her last 

hours of life have been accompanied by funeral preparations. 

Jesus now takes charge (vv.39-40). They ridicule his statement, of course, because they know 

perfectly well she is dead. They go round mourning for people every day, it’s their job: they 

know what death looks like. But Jesus knows too; and he has the advantage that he knows 

what happens next. Sleep is something you wake up from; and so is this. So with the 

mourners banished, the six of them enter the room and look down at the dead body (vv.41-

42). Again, the miracle is so simple. Again, here is the eye-witness record – Mark alone, 

informed by Peter, records the original Aramaic words which Jesus speaks as he raises the 

girl to her feet and to life. Mark tells us ‘they were astonished’ – of course they are! This girl 

was dead; now she’s walking about. Jesus says, Give her a meal, she’s had a hard day! (v.43). 
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And don’t tell anyone – it’s hard to believe that instruction is obeyed for long: already far too 

many people know about it, but maybe Jesus only intends to cover his own withdrawal from 

the scene. 

For twelve years, this girl has lived a privileged life in the home of a respected local official. 

But status and privilege have not protected them from death, the ultimate enemy. At the 

opposite end of the social scale is the woman in the crowd. If she had not had this affliction, 

she might have a child now just the age of Jairus’ daughter. Twelve years of privileged 

childhood in one case: twelve years of outcast, childless poverty in the other. Both are far 

beyond human help; but one Jesus heals and the other he raises from death. By the way, do 

notice how these two stories demonstrate the high value Jesus places on the lives of women, 

both adults and children. 

The Lord Jesus has power over death. When Jesus died, that too was a sleep. Yes, he was 

dead, there was no shadow of doubt about that, but two days later, on that triumphant Sunday 

morning, he burst the bonds of death and rose to life. Death has no more hold on him. For 

everyone whose faith is in Jesus, that resurrection guarantees that we will rise to life as well. 

That’s why the early Church persisted in calling it ‘sleep’ when Christians died. It wasn’t 

some silly euphemism. It wasn’t that they couldn’t cope with thinking about death. No, they 

knew that for a Christian, death is something you wake up from. It’s sleep. That is why Paul 

could write so triumphantly: ‘Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your 

sting?’ (1 Corinthians 15:54-55, filling out the meaning of the words originally used by the 

prophet in Hosea 13:14) – because he knew that the Lord Jesus has the power over death, and 

his resurrection proves it. Paul knew what death looked like – he had stared it in the eye more 

than once. But he knew that for a Christian, it was a beaten enemy, because of Jesus. There in 

the girl’s empty bed, that victory was demonstrated clearly. And in the empty tomb of Jesus 

Christ, our own resurrection to eternal life is fully guaranteed 

Conclusion 

Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall hear 

his voice, And shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and 

they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation. (John 5:28,29) 

Please notice that the distinction is between those who have done good and those who have 

done evil, not between those who have believed in Christ and those who have not believed in 

Christ. Those who have done good will receive eternal life. Those who have practiced evil 

will be judged in that day. 

As we have stated, the resurrection to life takes place at the beginning of the thousand-year 

Kingdom Age. The resurrection to judgment, the time when the books are opened, will occur 

at the end of the thousand-year Kingdom Age. 

It is taught commonly that all who are raised in the second resurrection will be thrown into 

the Lake of Fire. The Scripture does not teach this. The viewpoint that all who are raised in 

the second resurrection will be thrown into the Lake of Fire causes serious problems of 

consistency with other passages of the Scriptures. We believe it is an erroneous 
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interpretation. Is every individual who is not a victorious saint cast into the Lake of Fire? We 

do not think so. 

The distinction is not between those who have “made a decision for Christ” and those who 

have “not made a decision for Christ.” We put this expression in quotes because it is not 

scriptural and is misleading. It implies that we make a decision in favor of Christ at one point 

in our life. The truth is we never will inherit Christ unless we keep on making a decision for 

Christ until the end of our discipleship. Every true saint understands this well. 

The distinction made at the second resurrection is between those who have done good things 

and those who have done evil things. 

Some may protest, “You are saying we are saved by works.” We are claiming nothing of the 

kind. We are stating that righteous behavior is the only valid sign of salvation. If salvation is 

deliverance from sin, then righteous behavior is the true index of salvation. Righteous 

behavior is necessary if we are to inherit eternal life, inherit the Kingdom of God. Eternal life 

always follows righteousness, first imputed and then brought forth in the new creation. 

But now being made free from sin, and become servants to God, ye have your fruit unto 

holiness, and the end everlasting life. (Romans 6:22) 

As we are revealed before the Judgment Seat today we are making choices. We are going to 

the Lord for help in gaining victory over our worldliness, lust, and self-will, or we are being 

neglectful and careless. We are justifying ourselves in one manner or another. We are trusting 

the Lord to forgive us while we are sinning, and this Christ will never do. Christ does not 

excuse our sin. Those He loves He rebukes and chastens. 

Divine grace is not an apology for man’s sin. The blood of the cross does not excuse our lust 

and rebellion. God does not see us as though we are righteous while we are practicing 

wickedness. This teaching is a lie of Satan who always perverts God’s truth until righteous 

behavior is unnecessary. 

Today if someone attempts to live righteously and teaches others to live righteously, Satan 

speaks to this person and his followers. He speaks through Christians. Satan says, “You are a 

Pharisee. You are legalistic. You are trying to be saved by works.” 

Have you ever heard Satan say this? Satan is a scorner, a mocker. He says, “The wall you are 

building, if a fox jumps on it, it will crumble. Come down, come down. Who do you think 

you are? They will kill you. They will kill you in the night. Come down and let us reason 

together.” 

The demons love to reason. Those who are in deception love to reason and continually justify 

themselves. 

No, we are not coming down from the wall. It may take a while to finish the wall and we 

welcome all the help we can get, as long as it is coming from those who are circumcised of 

heart. One day our wall will stand firm and sure. It is a wall against sin that the Lord will give 

us when He returns. 
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God is moving past Pentecost today. If you can hear the voice of the Spirit, look up to the 

Lord Jesus. He is drawing near to His Church. He is judging our sins and helping us confess 

and renounce them. He is guiding every detail. He is purifying the priesthood. 

The Kingdom of God is at hand. It is time to take the Kingdom. Why shouldn’t you be one of 

those who takes his or her place in the army of the Lord? It is a great and terrible movement 

of God that is occurring. With the Lord Jesus at the head the army of the Lord will destroy 

even the memory of sin from the creation. 

We are to lift up our heads when we see the tares coming to maturity. Our redemption is 

drawing near. Our redemption is the deliverance from sin that will come in the day of 

resurrection. 

(“Salvation Is Deliverance from Sin”, 3261-1) 

The authority of Jesus Christ, the Son of God, is a prevailing and engaging theme within the 

sacred Scriptures. To ignore it has eternal and devastating consequences. 

Every rational, sincere soul should joyfully enter Christ’s kingdom by means of the new birth 

process (Jn. 3:3-5), and happily and fervently serve him as king for as long as they live. 

The ‘Dominion Mandate’ is one of the most important assignments given to man by God. 

Tragically however, to a large extent, the Church seems to have moved the ‘Dominion 

Mandate’ down its list of priorities. The Dominion Mandate was handed down to mankind by 

God at Creation. In Genesis 1:26–28 we see God create mankind in His image and then 

delegate authority to them to subdue and rule the earth. “Then God said, ‘Let Us make man in 

Our image, according to Our likeness; Let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, over 

the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over all the earth and over every creeping thing that 

creeps on the earth.’ 

So God created man in His own image...Then God blessed them, and said to them, ‘Be 

fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it; have dominion over the fish of the sea, over 

the birds of the air, and over every living thing that moves on the earth’.”  

 

THE RESPONSIBILITY OF MAN 
God created the Heavens and the earth and then handed the title deed of the earth to mankind. 

Genesis 3 records man’s disobedience to God’s specific instructions - causing sin to enter the 

earth and in so doing, losing dominion of the earth and transferring the title deed to satan.  

Having deceived mankind into relinquishing the title deed, satan immediately takes control of 

the world system and institutes his diabolical plan to usurp God’s authority and destroy 

mankind. God, however, had made provision for man’s frailty and institutes His plan to 

rescue mankind from satan’s influence and restore the ‘Dominion Mandate’, including the 

title deed, to its original owners.  

 

REDEEMING THE TITLE DEED 
The plan of God established at the foundation of the world is the Cross of Calvary. When the 

last Adam, Jesus Christ, gave His life on the Cross, shed His Blood and then rose from the 

dead, He defeated satan, won back the title deed and restored the ‘Dominion Mandate’.  

“Having disarmed principalities and powers, He made a public spectacle of them, triumphing 

over them in it.” Col 2:15. When Jesus paid the penalty for mankind’s sin on the Cross, He 
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went into hell – stripped the devil of his power and disarmed him of the keys of sin and death. 

Those keys – that unlock the awesome power of God in the earth – were given to the Church 

to once again enforce the ‘Dominion Mandate’ and redeem what the devil had stolen from 

mankind. 

 

THE AUTHORITY OF CHRIST  
In Matthew 16:18–19 Jesus declares, “... I also say to you, that you are Peter, and on this rock 

I will build my Church, and the gates of hades will not prevail against it. And I will give you 

the keys for the Kingdom of Heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in 

Heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in Heaven.” The Church is the body 

of believers here on earth while the Kingdom of Heaven is made up of both the earthly and 

Heavenly realms. The Church is given full authority by Jesus – backed up by Heaven - to 

take back the ground subjugated by satan and to restore His rulership in the earth.  

This means, the ‘Dominion Mandate’, originally given to the first Adam that he lost to satan 

and which Jesus redeemed at the Cross, is now the Mandate of the Church – the Body of 

Christ. 

WE ARE TO RULE AND REIGN 
Dominion is translated from the original Hebrew word ‘Radhah’ that means: to subjugate, to 

rule, to reign and to prevail against. The word subdue is translated from the Hebrew word 

‘kabash’ which means to conquer, and to bring into subjection. Significantly, the institution 

God ordains to bring the earth back under His control is the Church.  

The earth belongs to God and He gave His Church the express mandate and the authority to 

restore His rule. Sadly, the Church has abdicated its responsibility to advance the Kingdom of 

God in the earth.  

The key to reclaiming the ‘Dominion Mandate’ is understanding our authority as Christians. 

It is impossible to reign, rule, or bring anything into subjection, without first exercising 

authority.  

Psalm 8:4–6 clearly illustrates God’s intention for mankind, “What is man that You are 

mindful of him...For You have made him a little lower than the angels and You have crowned 

him with glory and honour.  

You have made him to have dominion over the works of Your hands; You have put all things 

under his feet.” 

WHY ARE WE SURRENDERING? 
Most of what is referred to as the Church today is confined to buildings and self-imposed 

Christian ghettoes from where the Body of Christ views the outside world with fear and 

disdain. Instead of taking hold of the ‘Dominion Mandate’ for which Jesus paid such a high 

price, the Church has retreated into the sanctuary, effectively surrendering the earth to the 

dominion of satan.  

Godless philosophies are promoted at will in the public square without a response from God’s 

anointed leaders - who for the most part completely ignore the Scriptural imperative. The 

reality is that every thought and idea contrary to sound doctrine advanced in the public 

domain that remains unchallenged by the truth of God’s Word is accepted as ‘truth’.  

The enemy understands that if a lie is repeated often enough, it will eventually be accepted as 

fact. Homosexual activists operate by this principle.  

Homosexuals who represent approximately 2% of the population often repeat the lie they 

represent 10% of society. Lies and deception have immense potential to destroy individuals 
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and nations. Why then do we ignore Scriptures like 2 Corinthians 10:4-5: “For the weapons 

of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, casting down 

arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God bringing every 

thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ”.  

 

WE ARE IN BATTLE 
The devil seems to be winning new ground while the Church of Christ retreats even further 

into its sanctuaries hoping the Lord will come and take us the Heaven out of here! But that is 

not going to happen, because the ‘Dominion Mandate’ does not include the option to hunker 

down fearfully in our religious cocoons hoping the bogey man will go away and leave us 

alone.  

The devil will not leave us alone because he understands his assignment better than we do. 

Why are those who advance evil agendas in society more committed and passionate about 

their cause than those of us who have a direct mandate from God to promote righteousness? 

If the Bible tells us the weapons of our warfare are not carnal - it’s also tells us that we have 

weapons and that there is a war raging! 

 

The evidence of this war and its casualties are reported daily in our news bulletins and 

newspaper headlines. The devil is launching unprecedented attacks against God’s most sacred 

institutions in the earth – namely marriage and the family. Because marriage and family are 

vital cornerstone institutions critical to society, the devil relentlessly attacks them knowing 

that if he breaks down the family unit entire societies collapse. Society is only as strong as the 

average family.  

 

CHURCH WAKE UO YOUR ROLE! 
But the Church is aware of this truth as well! Why then do we not have a strategy to defend 

the family? Why are we not focussing our attention where the devil is wreaking the most 

havoc? The Church is so pre-occupied with denominationalism, erecting buildings, and 

hosting conferences that it doesn’t seem to have time to formulate a strategy to defend the 

family.  

The essence of the ‘Dominion Mandate’ dictates that the Church advances against the gates 

of hell and not the other way round. The time is now for the Church of Jesus Christ to refocus 

its energy and resources on reclaiming the ‘Dominion Mandate’. It is time to halt the retreat, 

sound the alarm and advance the Kingdom of God into every area of life. The time is now for 

every believer to get out of the pew, regain and exercise their authority in Christ, and enter 

the battle for the glory of God! When God sent Joshua to enter the Promised Land He gave 

him the following instructions (Joshua 1): 

 

1.    Arise and Go! 

2.    Wherever you place your foot, I have given you! 

3.    I will never leave you nor forsake you! 

4.    Be strong and of good courage! 

5.    Do not let the Word of God depart from your mouth! 

6.    The Lord your God is with you wherever you go! 

7.    Possess the land the Lord your God is giving you! 

 

Church of Christ we have a Promised Land to enter. We have a preferable future for our 
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country. But we have to step out to possess the land. Rise up Church of the Most High God, 

take up your shield of faith and reclaim the Dominion Mandate. 

 

 


