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Introduction 

“All thoughts of holiness are God’s; all manner of loving-kindness and tender mercies are 

His. All weaknesses are made for us so that we might be in a place of absolute helplessness, 

for when we are weak, than we are strong (2 Cor. 12:10). All divine acquaintances with Him 

today will put us in the place where we may be the broken, empty vessel ready for Christ’s 

use.” - Smith Wigglesworth  

Have you ever felt like you were in an impossible place? Have you ever felt like you were 

praying for the impossible? There is a power of God that is released in the impossible place. God 

is looking for faith, and real faith has to do with the impossible. I encourage you to pray 

impossible prayers - to launch out into the deep and pray God-sized prayers. God loves it when 

we pray for the impossible, when we believe Him for things that are beyond our abilities. He is 

looking for those with faith who will still press through in prayer when the going seems 

absolutely impossible. He is the God of the impossible. Smith Wigglesworth, a well-known man 

of faith who saw many healed by the power of God, said: 

“Get ready, so that you may be touched by His inward earnestness, so that you may see the 

power of possibility in an impossible place, until you see that God can change you until you 

will change other things, until you see today that your song will remain in flight.”  

For many years we have been involved in training cross-cultural workers to go to the 

nations. My husband and I lived for years on a ship that was built in 1914 with over 300 young 

people from 40 different nations. We traveled on that ship all over the world and from nation to 

nation. We saw God break through impossibilities on a regular basis. We saw stormy seas cease, 

closed nations open their doors to our visit, critical financial breakthroughs, and multitudes of 

salvations of people of every language, background, and color. Even though at times we were 

trembling in our boots, we learned about the God of the impossible and how He requires our 

faith to step out and believe. We were small, but He was great! 

One thing that I always stress with individuals regarding their personal destiny, is to believe God 

for something that is bigger than what they can personally accomplish. We each must learn to 

pray for the impossible on a regular basis. We must learn to believe God for something that is 

greater than anything we can ever humanly achieve. We must let our faith be tested to the very 

core and pray for something that is bigger than ourselves. 

We are earthen vessels but God is mighty and great. We need to raise our view of Him and 

realize that He is able to do the impossible. It is right in the midst of the impossibility that God 

will be highly exalted. He loves the impossible place in our lives, because it is here that He will 

show His supreme greatness. 

“But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellence of the power may be of God 

and not of us” - (2 Corinthians 4:7). 

 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/2-corinthians/12-10.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/2-corinthians/4-7.html
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What Happens in the Impossible Place? 

“The possibilities of prayer are the possibilities of faith. Prayer and faith are twins. One heart 

animates them both. Faith is always praying. Prayer is always believing. Faith must have a 

tongue by which it can speak. Prayer is the tongue of faith. Faith must receive. Prayer must 

rise and soar. Faith must give prayer the wings to fly and ascend. Prayer must have an 

audience with God. Faith opens the door, and access and audience are given. Prayer asks. 

Faith lays its hand on the thing asked for.” - E. M. Bounds 

Several things happen in our lives when we face the impossible place. We often do not like to 

be challenged in this way, but God does a deep work within us when we face the impossible with 

persevering faith. The Apostle Paul learned to delight in the impossible place because he realized 

that it was there that he experienced the true power of God. This is what happens: 

We lose control - We are divinely sustained by a power greater than ourselves. When we lose our 

own control then we experience the power of Christ’s control.  

“Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest 

on me” - (2 Corinthians 12:10). 

We become absolutely dependent - We are weak, and He is strong. We become broken vessels, 

empty and ready for Christ to use.  

“That is why for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, 

in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong” - (2 Cor. 12:10). 

We are changed - We move into the place where God is on the throne, and it changes us. When 

we are changed, we can change other things. We lose our identity in Christ, and it is He that is 

living through us.  

“I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in 

the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me” - (Galatians 

2:20). 

We cease from our own works - We give place to God’s ways and His work. We become an 

instrument of noble purposes.  

“In a large house there are articles not only of gold and silver, but also of wood and clay; some 

are for noble purposes and some for ignoble. If a man cleanses himself from the latter, he will be 

an instrument for noble purposes, made holy, useful to the Master and prepared to do any good 

work” - (2 Timothy 2:20-21). 

We rest in faith - God is teaching us to rest in faith and we learn to enter His rest. This means 

that we cease from our own fleshly works.  

https://www.biblestudytools.com/2-corinthians/12-10.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/2-corinthians/12-10.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/galatians/2-20.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/galatians/2-20.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/galatians/2-20.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/2-timothy/passage/?q=2-timothy+2:20-21


 

ALL NATIONS BIBLE INSTITUTION & PROJECTS THE POWER OF POSSIBILITIES – DANNYBOY PIETERSE 

 

ALL NATIONS BIBLE INSTITUTION & PROJECTS 

“There remains, then a Sabbath-rest for the people of God; for anyone who enters God’s rest 

also rests from his own work, just as God did from His" - (Heb. 4:10).  

Do you think it was easy for the Apostle Paul to live in the impossible place? Was it 

comfortable for him to become weak and lose control? Was it easy for a face-paced and 

successful apostle to cease from his own works and learn to rest in faith? No! He had to learn to 

live in this way. In the natural, Paul was strong and very competent. He was a high achiever, a 

very gifted and capable man. He was intelligent and able to do great things. But God touched 

him deeply, and he learned to live a crucified life. He counted everything as rubbish that He 

might gain Christ and be found in Him. He lost control and became absolutely dependent so that 

God could be in control and do the impossible through Paul. 

Perhaps you are like most of us. There are situations in your life that call for the power of God. 

You are in an impossible place. You may have an impossible, God-sized dream. You can’t do it 

or see it happen in your own strength. There is the need to pray for something that is absolutely 

impossible in the natural realm. Don’t give up. God loves the impossible place. Keep on praying 

for in due season He will show Himself strong on your behalf. He loves to answer impossible 

prayers of faith. With God all things are possible. 

“And Jesus, replying, said to them, ‘Have faith in God constantly. Truly I tell you, whoever 

says to this mountain, be lifted up and thrown into the sea and does not doubt at all in his 

heart but believes that what he says will take place, it will be done for him” - (Mark 11:22-23, 

Amplified). 

God can change impossible situations 

“Faith does not operate in the realm of the possible. There is no glory for God in that which is 

humanly possible. Faith begins where man’s power ends.”  

In the Bible, God led the Israelites by way of the wilderness toward the Red Sea. Then, he 

guided the people around in a large circle. As the people camped at the edge of the Red Sea, they 

noticed that the mountains were on one side, and the sea was on the other side of them.  

When the Israelites saw Pharaoh’s soldiers in the distance charging toward them, it appeared as 

though they were trapped with no apparent way out. Terrified, the people cried out to Moses in 

despair. There seemed to be no hope for them at all. 

But, Moses trusted God during this impossible time. Moses didn’t get upset, give up or give in to 

desperation. Rather, Moses steered the people’s attention to God and calmly gave a solution as 

he said: 

“Do not be afraid. Stand firm. And you will see the deliverance of the Lord. The Lord will fight 

for you while you keep silent.” (Exodus 14:13-14) 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/hebrews/4-10.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/mark/passage/?q=mark+11:22-23
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God then told Moses to tell the people of Israel to “go forward.” Moses lifted up his staff and 

stretched out his hand over the sea and divided it. God intervened, for sometimes He prefers to 

work in situations that some deem impossible. He dramatically caused a strong wind to blow. 

The waters parted. And the people walked on the sea floor, on dry ground, safely to the other 

side.  

Similar to the Israelites, at times you can be put into a temporary, yet difficult, place or a 

seemingly impossible circumstance. Yet, what looked like a mess for the Israelites, God turned 

into a miracle, and today He can do the same for you.  

Today, no matter what challenge you’re encountering, do not be afraid, stand firm and go 

forward. You have come too far to back down and quit. Trust God, as He is the omnipotent One. 

“God will guide you continually,” (Isaiah 58:11). So, “Don’t be anxious about anything” 

(Philippians 4:6), “God is your strength and power,” (2 Samuel 22:33). For God promised to 

“repay two blessings for each of your troubles.” (Zechariah 9:12) 

A while ago, a reader wrote to me and recounted how she has been through many difficulties in 

her life; a painful past, divorce, sickness and job losses. “But God was consistent in His guidance 

and always there to cover me and carry me through,” her note stated.  

This reader could have become increasingly discouraged and downtrodden, thinking her best 

days were over. Though, in her letter, she described that after the initial shock settled down, she 

was determined to live a full and productive life. She recognized that the impossibilities that she 

had been confronted with could become God’s opportunities to show Himself strong in her 

behalf. Next, the reader chose to go out on a limb, rekindle an old dream, and pursue a chance to 

go to nursing school. Although it was difficult, with a can-do attitude, she embraced it and 

pressed on toward the future. She finished school, and soon found satisfying employment at a 

local hospital. There, she met someone special who she believed was her soulmate. A year later, 

they were married. “God made the impossible, to be possible and gave me back more than 

double for my losses and pain,” she wrote. 

And so, trust God even though things don’t make complete sense to you at the moment. Seek 

God sincerely in prayer. Keep hoping, keep believing, and keep persisting. There is no obstacle 

that is too big for God to turn around for your great good.  

Once, a teenager asked a mother of three, “Why do you love your children?” Instantly, the 

mother replied, “Because they are mine.”  

As it is with God’s love for you, He loves you because you are His. So boldly look with hope 

and confidence to the future. Every day expect the best that God has for your life. And in your 

mind’s eye, visualize the great Creator of the Universe going before you, standing behind you 

and guiding every step you take ahead. God has a plan for you and is working a miracle in the 

midst of your biggest challenge. Victories are forthcoming, with more love, more joys and more 

blessings, in store for you.  
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Nothing is Impossible with God 

‘When life hands you a lemon, make lemonade,’ wrote Norman Vincent Peale, who published 

his best known book, The Power of Positive Thinking, in 1952. It stayed in The New York Times 

bestseller list for 186 consecutive weeks. Much of what he had to say was extremely good and 

helpful. But, the words of Jesus go way beyond the power of positive thinking. 

Norman Vincent Peale said, ‘A positive mental attitude is a belief that things are going to turn 

out well, and that you can overcome any kind of trouble or difficulty.’ Jesus said, ‘With God all 

things are possible’ (Matthew 19:26). This is far more than the power of positive thinking. It is 

the power of God that makes what seems impossible possible. Nothing is impossible with God 

(Luke 1:37). 

1. Through Jesus, the universe was created 

Proverbs 3:11-20  

The fact that with God ‘all things are possible’ is proven by the fact that God created the entire 

universe out of nothing. The writer of Proverbs says, ‘By wisdom the LORD laid the earth’s 

foundations, by understanding he set the heavens in place; by his knowledge the deeps were 

divided, and the clouds let drop the dew’ (Proverbs 3:19–20). 

The writer of Proverbs sees wisdom as a Person (vv.13–18). As we read this through the lens of 

the New Testament, we see that that Person is Jesus. St Paul tells us that ‘Christ [is] the power of 

God and the wisdom of God’ (1 Corinthians 1:24). 

Until you find a relationship with Jesus, life will not really make sense. The entire universe was 

created through Jesus (John 1:3). He loves you. In a relationship with him you find God’s 

wisdom and God’s power. 

When you find Jesus, you find the source of all wisdom. This is the way of blessing (Proverbs 

3:13a). It is also the way to understanding (v.13b). It is far more profitable than all the material 

blessings (vv.14–15a). In fact, ‘nothing you desire can compare with her’ (v.15b). 

This is the path to long life (v.16, which is ‘eternal life’ in the New Testament, see John 3:16). 

Here you find true ‘riches and honour’ (Proverbs 3:16). This is the way to a peace beyond 

understanding (v.17). Here you find the ‘tree of life’ (v.18). 

Lord, thank you that you love me and delight in me (v.12). I seek you today. Give me wisdom, 

peace and power to live the kind of life you want me to lead.  

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Proverbs%203:11-20&version=NIV&interface=print
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2. With God, all things are possible 

Matthew 19:16-30  

Do you sometimes find yourself facing a seemingly impossible situation? It might be a 

relationship that seems to have broken down irretrievably, or an issue to do with health, finances 

or something else where change seems impossible. With God there is always hope, no matter 

how bad things look. Nothing is impossible with God. His power makes all things possible. 

The context of Jesus’ words that ‘with God all things are possible’ (v.26) is the account of the 

rich young man to whom Jesus calls, ‘Come, follow me’ (v.21b). He tells him, ‘Go, sell your 

possessions and give to the poor’ (v.21a). But it is too much for him to give up and the young 

man goes away ‘sad’ (v.22). Jesus points out how hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of 

heaven (vv.23–24). Yet, with God ‘all things are possible’ (v.26). 

Jesus says that, humanly speaking, it is impossible for anyone to enter the kingdom of heaven 

(v.26). Worldly riches are of no help. In fact, they are more of a hindrance. Jesus says, ‘It is 

easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for the rich to enter the kingdom of 

God’ (v.24). 

Some people have suggested that this is a reference to a gate in Jerusalem that was called ‘the 

needle’s eye’. A camel would need to unload all it was carrying on its back to go through it. 

Other people have pointed out that a word very similar to ‘camel’ means a sort of rope. Maybe 

he was talking of threading rope through the eye of a needle. 

These attempts to rationalise the words of Jesus miss the point. The point is that it is totally 

unthinkable for a camel to go through the eye of a needle. But what is impossible in human 

terms, Jesus’ followers are to discover to their amazement, is possible with God (v.26). 

In answer to the disciples’ question, ‘“Then who has any chance at all?” Jesus looked hard at 

them and said, “No chance at all if you think you can pull it off yourself. Every chance in the 

world if you trust God to do it”’ (vv.25–26, MSG). 

In this world the rich, the powerful and the famous are the ones who people look up to as ‘first’. 

The poor are looked down on, ignored and seen as the ‘last’. But in the kingdom of heaven the 

reverse is the case. Jesus says, ‘But many who are first will be last, and many who are last will 

be first’ (v.30). 

This is God’s powerful upside-down kingdom. Jesus asks the rich young man to give to the poor 

because he wants the man to place his trust in him and because the poor are such a high priority 

in the kingdom. They should be for us too: the 30,000 children dying each day through desperate 

poverty and starvation, the oppressed people of so many countries, the homeless on our streets, 

the voiceless and the vulnerable. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2019:16-30&version=NIV&interface=print
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Jesus rarely told people to give away everything, but in this case he did. For everyone there is a 

‘cost’ to following Jesus. There is the cost to be willing to fly his flag in a hostile world. There is 

what may seem to be a cost of giving up things that we know to be wrong. 

Whatever ‘the cost’, it is nothing compared to what it cost Jesus to make ‘eternal life’ (v.29) 

possible for you. And it is nothing compared to the cost of not following Jesus. The rich young 

ruler missed out on so much. 

Furthermore, it is nothing compared to what you receive: ‘And everyone who has left houses or 

brothers or sisters or father or mother or wife or children or fields for my sake will receive a 

hundred times as much and will inherit eternal life’ (v.29). Jesus promises that for everything 

you give up, you will receive far more – in this life and, even more significantly, into eternity 

with Jesus. 

Lord, help me to be willing to give everything I have for the sake of the kingdom of God. Thank 

you that the greatest and most enduring riches come from following Jesus. Thank you that with 

the power of God all things are possible. 

3. In your life, nothing is impossible with God 

Job 8:1-10:22  

Sometimes when we see the suffering of others it is tempting to come up with glib explanations. 

In the advice of Job’s friend, Bildad, we see an extraordinary mixture of truth, half-truth and 

falsehood (8:1–22). 

When Job replies, he says, ‘Indeed, I know that this is true. But…’ (9:2). In other words, he 

points out that some of what Bildad said was true, but not all. He rejects his glib explanation of 

why he is suffering. 

Job’s words are far more authentic. They come from the heart. He cries out to God, ‘I could only 

plead with my Judge for mercy’ (v.15). He wishes he had never been born (10:18–19). He admits 

his struggles and doubts, and even his anger, at what is happening to him. He says, ‘I loathe my 

life; therefore I will give free rein to my complaint and speak out in the bitterness of my soul’ 

(v.1). 

Yet in the midst of all this he recognises that nothing is impossible with God. Job says, ‘God’s 

wisdom is so deep, God’s power so immense... He moves mountains before they know what’s 

happened, flips them on their heads on a whim... We’ll never comprehend all the great things he 

does; his miracle-surprises can’t be counted’ (Job 9:4–5,10, MSG). ‘You gave me life itself, and 

incredible love. You watched and guarded every breath I took’ (10:12, MSG). 

There is an extraordinary mixture here of honest struggles and faith. Job does not try and pretend 

that everything is all right, or that he can explain it, yet through it all he clings to what he knows 

of God. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Job%208:1-10:22&version=NIV&interface=print
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God was able to do in Job’s life what was impossible by human effort. God restored Job’s 

fortunes and ‘blessed the latter part of Job’s life more than the first’ (42:12). 

Whatever struggles you are facing at the moment, however difficult life looks, however 

impossible the situation seems, it is important to remember his love for you and trust that ‘with 

God all things are possible’ (Matthew 19:26). 

Lord, thank you for the example of Job – his faithfulness and trust in you even during the 

struggles of life. My life is in your hands and at your disposal. Thank you for your amazing love. 

Thank you that with you nothing is impossible. 

Get Into the Impossible 

Published Date: January 21, 2019 

SCRIPTURE: 

Jesus replied: It is because you don’t have enough faith! But I can promise you this. If you had 

faith no larger than a mustard seed, you could tell this mountain to move from here to there. And 

it would. Everything would be possible for you.  

(Matthew 17:20 CEV) 

DEVOTIONAL: 

Jesus really got fired up about His disciples getting into the impossible with God, and He wanted 

them to move in the realm of the impossible. He wants us to move in the realm of the impossible, 

too. What is the impossible? It is anything that is not possible in the natural or physical world we 

live in. That which is impossible is that which we know natural laws forbid, our minds cannot 

reason out, or our physical senses cannot perceive. 

Jesus was talking about getting into the spiritual realm of possibility that overrides all natural 

laws. We get into the impossible when we believe God and His Word with every fiber of our 

being. What we believe may seem illogical and impossible to human thinking, but it is no 

challenge to the Creator of the Universe—who just happens to be our Daddy! 

We are citizens of the Kingdom of God, dwelling in a place where everything happens by faith in 

God and His Word. And, as Jesus said, if we can believe, all things are possible to us. What is 

impossible to the natural man and woman is possible to the spiritual man and woman who 

believe. 

To expand our capacity to believe, we read, study, and meditate on His Word day and night. We 

commune with our Teacher, the Holy Spirit, and we act according to His leading. Abiding in the 

Word and following the Spirit get us into the impossible. We begin to see and believe things we 

never could see and believe before! 
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PRAYER: 

Lord, thank you that it is your will for me, as a citizen of your kingdom, to walk in the realm of 

the impossible! Help me to be faithful to meditate in Your Word every day and follow the 

leading of Your Spirit. In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 

 

Our Impossible Circumstances 

While some days the will to keep fighting this battle feels impossible, two things keep me in the 

fight: The first is the finish line where the glory of Christ awaits us for eternity. Along with that 

is the amazing truth that Christ has already won this battle for us! As his children, we simply 

need to hold firmly to him.   

Yet, even though we are assured of victory in Christ, how do we persevere day to day when the 

reality of our trials makes us feel far from victorious? What do we do when our circumstances 

seem more like a hindrance to serving the Lord and living our life to the fullest?  

Maybe your life has taken a detour, derailing your plans and leaving you unsure, or even afraid, 

of what your future may hold. Or maybe you were pursuing a goal, dream, or ministry 

opportunity when a devastating diagnosis or a strained relationship shut the door on where you 

thought God was leading you. Perhaps the loss of a loved one has sent you spiraling into 

unpredictable waves of grief, leaving you paralyzed and unsure of how to keep moving. There 

are countless circumstances that can leave us perplexed, afraid of the future, and feeling 

powerless to improve our situation. 

However, despite how helpless we may feel in these moments, we are never truly helpless, and 

it’s never a surprise to God. In fact, it’s in these very moments that we are driven into a deeper 

trust in God’s sovereignty, goodness, faithfulness, and power, and have the opportunity to watch 

him work in ways that only he can. 

Peter’s Impossible Circumstance 

Take, for example, the account of Peter’s imprisonment in Acts 12:1-17. Shortly after King 

Herod killed James, the brother of John, he sought Peter’s life as well. Peter was arrested and 

handed over to four rotations of four guards, to be guarded until after Passover. 

As the story continued, I began to see how Peter’s imprisonment, which seemed to be both a 

threat to his life and a hindrance to the advancement of the gospel was, in fact, quite the 

opposite. 

Here are several encouragements we can take from Peter’s time in prison that can help us when 

we are tempted to give way to confusion, fear, anger, or weariness in own seasons of suffering.   
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1. God sometimes allows circumstances that make it appear as if evil is winning, 

but only for a time. 

At first glance, it would seem that Peter’s imprisonment was getting in the way of the work 

Christ had given him. However, by the end of the account, we see how God used the enemy’s 

destructive attempts for his own purposes, to show the power of God to both his persecutors and 

the church.  

At times, circumstances that may seem like a hindrance to the gospel and a threat to our lives 

may be the very platform God uses for the gospel to be displayed through us. As believers, we 

can be confident that even circumstances that perplex us are being sovereignly orchestrated for 

the purpose of growing us up in Christ and displaying his glory. Evil may appear to flourish for a 

time, but the Lord has established its boundaries and will ultimately wield it for the advancement 

of his purposes.   

2. Some will see the power of God and turn to him in repentance, while others 

will see the power of God as a threat to their own power, and turn away. 

Now when Herod was about to bring him out, on that very night, Peter was sleeping between two 

soldiers, bound with two chains, and sentries before the door were guarding the prison. (Acts 

12:6) 

If Herod felt it was necessary to chain Peter to two guards, with two more protecting the gate, he 

must have seen Peter as a powerful threat. Although the gospel  proclaims peace with God 

through repentance (not through violence or forced conversion), Christ made it clear that his 

message of salvation would not bring peace but a sword (Matthew 10:34). While Peter was not a 

man of violence, Herod feared the sword of truth that Peter was proclaiming, so much so, that he 

took every precaution to prevent his escape and the powerful influence he was having.  

We need to remember that if our lives are marked by the light of the gospel, we too may be seen 

as a threat to others. However, just as the Lord strengthened and taught Peter in preparation for 

this trial, we too are being strengthened and taught to be prepared to live as sheep among wolves. 

Our pain is never without a purpose, but we must keep our eyes on Christ and the security we 

have in him alone. 

3. No human means are powerful enough to silence the message of the gospel and 

restrain the power of God. 

And behold, an angel of the Lord stood next to him, and a light shone in the cell. He struck Peter 

on the side and woke him, saying, “Get up quickly.” And the chains fell off his hands. And the 

angel said to him, “Dress yourself and put on your sandals.” (vv. 7-8a) 

I love this picture. Shackled, naked, and facing imminent death; this is the true state of each one 

of us apart from the saving power of Christ. Just like Peter, we are powerless to save ourselves. 

By God’s grace, he came to us while we were helpless in the prison cell of sin. He shined his 



 

ALL NATIONS BIBLE INSTITUTION & PROJECTS THE POWER OF POSSIBILITIES – DANNYBOY PIETERSE 

 

ALL NATIONS BIBLE INSTITUTION & PROJECTS 

light into our darkness, broke our chains, and clothed us in righteousness, saving us from God’s 

wrath and the imminent death that awaited us. What a Savior we have!  

You and I need to remember this when we find ourselves in the throes of affliction, feeling 

helpless and afraid of what might lie ahead. No pain, suffering, evil, or persecution is outside of 

God’s control and power to save. He is never overwhelmed or surprised by what happens in our 

lives, and he will be faithful to work in it and through it for his eternal and loving purposes. If he 

is able to save us from the chains of sin and the power of death, he is able to do more than we 

could ever ask or imagine (Ephesians 3:20). No human means to silence our witness for Christ is 

strong enough to withhold the purposes and power of God. We can rest in his faithful hands. 

4. The Lord does what we cannot do, but we must be willing to dress ourselves 

for action and follow him in obedience. 

And the angel said, “Dress yourself and put on your sandals.” And he did so. And he said to him, 

“Wrap your cloak around you and follow me.” And he went out and followed him. He did not 

know what was being done by the angel was real, but thought he was seeing a vision. When they 

had passed the first and second guard, they came to the Iron Gate leading into the city. It opened 

for them of its own accord, and they went out and went along one street, and immediately the 

angel left him. When Peter came to himself, he said, “Now I am sure that the Lord has sent his 

angel and rescued me from the hand of Herod and from all that the Jewish people were 

expecting.” (vv. 8-11) 

The angel removed the chains from Peter’s hands and feet, leading the way to freedom. 

However, he required Peter’s faith and cooperation to get dressed and follow him in obedience.  

This is true for every believer. We have been freed from the power of sin and given the Holy 

Spirit, but we must take action in walking in the freedom we’ve been given. How foolish it 

would have been if Peter had responded to the angel’s commands with, “No, thank you for 

removing my chains, but I think I will stay and rest here a little while longer.” But don’t we 

sometimes respond that way in the choices we make? After we have been freed from the power 

of sin, do we sometimes resist the calling and responsibility that we have been given out of the 

fear of what might lie ahead or the comforts we may lose?  

We must take action! We need to dress ourselves, to be daily clothed in the Word of God and 

prayer. We need to put on our sandals, to discipline and train ourselves for the hard road of 

following Christ by laying aside the false comforts that hinder us and embrace a biblical, eternal 

perspective of the circumstances we experience. God gives us power to do what we cannot do 

ourselves, but we need to follow in obedience. 

God could have allowed this to be the end of Peter’s life, but he still had a purpose for him that 

had yet to be accomplished. No man could lay a finger on Peter until the Lord allowed it, yet 

Peter didn’t know what the outcome of this story would be. He had to trust the Lord in death, but 

also in life. In this moment, he didn’t even understand if what was happening to him was real, 
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yet, he obediently followed. It wasn’t until after he was outside of the prison gates and the angel 

had left him that he finally understood clearly what the Lord had done.  

I find this to be so applicable to our lives, don’t you? Often, when I am in the throes of affliction 

and facing a threat to my life, I feel disoriented and unsure of where God is leading me. Yet, as I 

obediently follow, trusting him when nothing makes sense at the time, I am almost always able 

to look back and see his faithfulness to save me from that which threatened to destroy me. 

Sometimes God delivers me from my circumstances, but when he doesn’t, he always equips and 

carries me through. Either way, it causes me to look back with an awe, trust, and deeper love for 

my Savior.  

5. The Lord’s powerful work in our lives is also meant for the strengthening and 

growth of the church. 

So Peter was kept in prison, but earnest prayer for him was made to God by the church. (v. 5) 

When he realized this, he went to the house of Mary the mother of John…where many were 

gathered together and were praying. (v. 12) 

When Peter knocked, a servant girl recognized his voice and, in her joy, she didn’t even open the 

door but ran to tell the others that Peter was free! What an amazing opportunity this body of 

believers was given to be part of God’s redemptive plan. These men and women who’d been 

praying for Peter’s release must have grown immensely in their faith as they saw the mighty 

hand of God act on behalf of their prayers. Of course, God didn’t need their prayers to save 

Peter, but he allowed them to be intimately part of his purposes. 

God’s powerful act to save Peter was not only used for Peter’s growth, but for the growth of 

those praying for him, and for the revelation of God’s power to Herod and many others. No 

prison cell could prevent the advancement of the gospel through Peter’s life. 

Let’s remember that the body of Christ is a gift. At times, we will walk in Peter’s shoes 

(hopefully not in prison) as the one suffering, while at other times we will be among those who 

have the privilege to pray for another. Either way, as we allow others to enter into our lives and 

walk alongside of us, even the messy and painful parts, Christ will use our lives both as a witness 

to unbelievers and to strengthen his church. What a blessing it is to be used in ways far greater 

than ourselves. 

God’s Glory in the Impossible 

Christian brother or sister, do you feel as though you are in your own prison cell in one form or 

another? Do you feel trapped in a habitual sin? Are you so burdened with grief that you feel 

helpless to even get out of bed? Do you feel paralyzed by suffering or a fear of the future? Do 

you feel stuck in a rut of dry devotions and a lack of desire for Christ and his truth?  
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Although we may feel like it at times, you and I are not hopeless! We serve a powerful God who 

loved us enough to sacrifice his own Son for our freedom and salvation. That doesn’t always 

mean that we’ll be rescued in the way we initially desire on this earth, just as Christ and his 

disciples were not spared from pain, grief, and struggle. But be encouraged that your suffering is 

never random or without a purpose. We are promised that as we trust his power and control over 

our lives, he will equip us for everything he calls us to. It may be unpleasant or even despairing 

at the moment, but Christ will ultimately use every moment of it for our good and for the joy of 

bringing him glory. 

We will find comfort and hope in remembering that our chains have been broken, Christ’s light 

has driven out the darkness, and he will continue to lead us by his strong saving power.  

This season of suffering in my life has felt like one that will never end. But it has given me 

constant opportunities to let go of my desire for control, and is teaching me to trust his leading 

and provision along the way. While our flesh never likes to feel powerless, it is precisely during 

those times that we can see Christ’s nearness, power, and provision in the greatest ways. When 

we feel overcome by the weight of our circumstances and the battle seems to be more than we 

can bear, we can wait, watch, and trust in the saving power of our God. 

In my distress I called upon the Lord; to my God I cried for help. From his temple he heard my 

voice, and my cry to him reached his ears. He sent from on high, he took me; he drew me out of 

many waters. He rescued me from my strong enemy and from those who hated me, for they were 

too mighty for me. They confronted me in the day of my calamity, but the Lord was my support. 

He brought me out into a broad place; he rescued me, because he delighted in me. (Psalm 18:6, 

16-19). 

What Does it Mean to Say "I Believe" 

Something Is True?  

What Is Belief?  

A belief is a mental attitude that some proposition is true. For every given proposition, every 

person either has or lacks the mental attitude that it is true—there is no middle ground between 

the presence or absence of a belief. In the case of gods, everyone either has a belief that at least 

one god of some sort exists or they lack any such belief. 

Belief is distinct from judgment, which is a conscious mental act that involves arriving at a 

conclusion about a proposition (and thus usually creating a belief). Whereas belief is the mental 

attitude that some proposition is true rather than false, judgment is the evaluation of a proposition 

as reasonable, fair, misleading, etc. 

Because it is a type of disposition, it isn't necessary for a belief to be constantly and consciously 

manifested. We all have many beliefs of which we are not consciously aware. There may even be 

https://www.thoughtco.com/what-is-an-argument-250305


 

ALL NATIONS BIBLE INSTITUTION & PROJECTS THE POWER OF POSSIBILITIES – DANNYBOY PIETERSE 

 

ALL NATIONS BIBLE INSTITUTION & PROJECTS 

beliefs which some people never consciously think about. However, to be a belief, there should 

at least be the possibility that it can manifest. A belief that a god exists often depends on 

numerous other beliefs which a person hasn't consciously considered. 

Belief vs. Knowledge  

Although some people treat them as almost synonymous, belief and knowledge are very distinct. 

The most widely accepted definition of knowledge is that something is "known" only when it is a 

"justified, true belief." This means that if Joe "knows" some proposition X, then all of the 

following must be the case: 

 Joe believes X 

 X is true 

 Joe has good reasons to believe X 

If the first is absent, then Joe should believe it because it is true and there are good reasons for 

believing it, but Joe has made a mistake for believing something else. If the second is absent, 

then Joe has an erroneous belief. If the third is absent, then Joe has made a lucky guess rather 

than knowing something. 

This distinction between belief and knowledge is why atheism and agnosticism are not mutually 

exclusive. 

While atheists can't typically deny that a person believes in some god, they can deny that 

believers have sufficient justification for their belief. Atheists may go further and deny that it is 

true that any gods exist, but even if it is true that something warranting the label "god" is out 

there, none of the reasons offered by theists justifies accepting their claims as true. 

Beliefs about the World  

Brought together, beliefs and knowledge form a mental representation of the world around you. 

A belief about the world is the mental attitude that the world is structured in some way rather 

than another. 

This means that beliefs are necessarily the foundation for action: whatever actions you take in 

the world around you, they are based on your mental representation of the world. In the case of 

theistic religions, this representation includes supernatural realms and entities. 

As a consequence, if you believe something is true, you must be willing to act as if it were true. 

If you are unwilling to act as though it is true, you can't really claim to believe it. This is why 

actions can matter much more than words.  

We can't know the contents of a person's mind, but we can know if their actions are consistent 

with what they say they believe. A religious believer might claim that they love neighbors and 

sinners, for example, but does their behavior actually reflect such love? 

https://www.learnreligions.com/what-is-epistemology-250526
https://www.learnreligions.com/atheist-vs-agnostic-whats-the-difference-248040
https://www.learnreligions.com/atheist-vs-agnostic-whats-the-difference-248040
https://www.learnreligions.com/atheism-myths-and-misconceptions-4684813
https://www.learnreligions.com/the-bible-4684895
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Why Are Beliefs Important?  

Beliefs are important because behavior is important and your behavior depends on your beliefs. 

Everything you do can be traced back to beliefs you hold about the world—everything from 

brushing your teeth to your career. Beliefs also help determine your reactions to others' 

behavior—for example, their refusal to brush their teeth or their own career choices. 

All this means that beliefs are not an entirely private matter. Even beliefs you try to keep to 

yourself may influence your actions enough to become a matter of legitimate concern for others. 

Believers certainly can't argue that their religions have no impact on their behavior. On the 

contrary, believers are frequently seen arguing that their religion is critical for the development 

of correct behavior. The more important the behavior in question is, the more important the 

underlying beliefs must be. The more important those beliefs are, the more important it is that 

they be open to examination, questioning, and challenges. 

Tolerance and Intolerance of Beliefs  

Given the link between belief and behavior, to what extent must beliefs be tolerated and to what 

extent is intolerance justified? It would be legally difficult (not to mention impossible on a 

practical level) to suppress beliefs, but we can be tolerant or intolerant of ideas in a wide variety 

of ways. 

Racism is not legally suppressed, but most moral, sensible adults refuse to tolerate racism in their 

presence. We are intolerant: we don't stay silent while racists talk about their ideology, we don't 

stay in their presence, and we don't vote for racist politicians. The reason is clear: racist beliefs 

form the foundation for racist behavior and this is harmful. 

It's difficult to think that anyone but a racist would object to such intolerance of racism. Yet, if 

it's legitimate to be intolerant of racism, then we should be willing to consider intolerance of 

other beliefs as well. 

The real question is how much harm the beliefs might ultimately cause, either directly or 

indirectly. Beliefs can cause harm directly by promoting or justifying harm towards others. 

Beliefs can cause harm indirectly by promoting false representations of the world as knowledge 

while preventing believers from subjecting those representations to critical, skeptical scrutiny. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.learnreligions.com/atheism-and-agnosticism-4684819


 

ALL NATIONS BIBLE INSTITUTION & PROJECTS THE POWER OF POSSIBILITIES – DANNYBOY PIETERSE 

 

ALL NATIONS BIBLE INSTITUTION & PROJECTS 

The Power of the Cross 

Key Scripture:  “Do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in 

you, whom you have received from God?  You are not your own; you were bought at a 

price (the cross of Christ)…” 1Cor. 6:19-20 NIV 

 The revelation the Apostle Paul received from God is that in the regenerated believer (saved and 

purchased by the cross) is the Temple of God.  This is the newly created man.  (2 Cor.5:17).  No 

other creature or unbelieving man is considered a “Temple” of God.  As God formerly dwelt in 

the temple (shadows & types in the Old Testament see Acts 7:47-50), so the Holy Spirit indwells 

the believer today.  By comparing the believer to the temple we can see how the three parts of 

man are distinctly manifested.  We know the temple is divided into three parts.  The first is the 

outer court which is seen by all and visited by all.  All external worship is offered here.  Going 

further is the Holy Place, into which only the priests can enter and where they present oil to light 

the lamps, incense, and bread, to God.  The very presence of God is the deepest place within the 

Holy of Holies. No man can be in the Holy of Holies, with the exception of the high priest and 

that is once annually. 

Man is God’s temple, and he too has three parts.  The body is like the outer court, occupying an 

external position visible to all.  With the body man shows an expression of obedience to the 

commandments of God.  The Holy Place is man’s soul which constitutes the inner life of 

man.  The inner man (soul) embraces man’s mind (intellect), will (volition), and emotions 

(feelings).  The priest in the Old Testament provided services to God in the Holy Place, so the 

regenerated man (believer) serves the Lord with his love, will, and thoughts (serving God from 

the heart).  (Ps. 119:20).  The Holy of Holies is the “secret place” of the Most High the dwelling 

place of God.  It is man’s spirit.  The spirit of man lies beyond man’s self-consciousness (soul) 

and above his sensibility (body).  Here man unites and communes with God. 

We need to stop here and consider this magnificent creation.  God created in His image, likeness, 

and now became His dwelling place.  How much value we are to Him!!  How much is cost Him 

to purchase man, a corrupt fallen being, and transform him into a highly exulted saint.  The cross 

of Jesus was the purchasing price for you and me.  If you are a believer of Jesus Christ you need 

to stop and give thanks, worship and honor to God the Father who called you to be His dear 

child.  The Temple of the Lord in Jerusalem was a magnificent structure (see 2 Chronicles 2:5) 

and it took two great kings, David and Solomon to build it.  It took years of preparation, 

collection of material and labor for this spectacular temple-see 1 Chronicles chapter 28 & 29 and 

2 Chronicles chapters 1 thru 7.  Perhaps we can begin to appreciate our own value to God.  We 

are accustomed to looking at the fallen man and the degradation and reproach to God’s image 

that this sinful life brings.  We all were partakers of this sinful fallen nature.  “We all have sinned 

and come short of the glory of God” Rom. 3:24.  “…while we were yet sinners, Christ died for 

us.” (Rom. 5:8) 

Now the spirit of man has three parts:  intuition, communion, and conscience.  Our walk with the 

Lord is solely based in the spirit.  A very brief description of each follows:  Intuition is spiritual 

sensing and comes directly from God.  The Holy Spirit expresses His thoughts through 
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intuition.  The Holy Spirit dwells in our spirit, the center of our being.  He works within our 

intuition, communion, and conscience to reveal God.  Anointing is the work of intuition-see 1 

John 2:20,27.  Man knows in his spirit and understands with his mind.  Revelation is what the 

Holy Spirit desires the believer to know.  Communion is fellowship with God (Luke 1:47).  In 

communion with God, He gives us revelation and wisdom.  (Eph. 1:17).  In worship and 

fellowship with Him, man must worship God in his spirit (John 4:24).  We know God by having 

communion with Him (Col. 1:9-13).  Conscience is where God expresses His righteousness and 

holiness.  Our conscience testifies to us whether we are clean towards God as to our thoughts, 

words and deeds.  If we are following the will of God our conscience bares witness with the 

Holy Spirit and is under control of the Holy Spirit in serving God. (Rom. 9:1)  The blood of 

Jesus on the cross purifies our conscience to serve the Lord.  (Heb. 9:14) 

In the soul we also have three parts:  the intellect (mind), the will, and the emotions.  The mind 

of man is his organ of thought.  The mind equips man to know, think, imagine, remember, and 

understand.  Man’s intellect, reasoning, wisdom and cleverness all pertain to the mind.  The will 

of man is his real self.  Man was given a free will to choose.   This means that man is sovereign, 

because he has a sovereign will.  He is responsible for all his actions.  Salvation is a free will 

choice.  God never forces him (Rev.22:17) (John 5:39-40).  The emotions emit joy, happiness, 

excitement, despondence, grief etc. etc.   It is very important not to live by our emotions, for 

emotions change very rapidly.  A person who lives by emotions lives without principles.   

The body is necessary and important to God.   The Word (Jesus) became flesh.  (John 1:14)  The 

body of the believer being redeemed by the cross is sustained by the Holy Spirit who lives in 

us.  (Rom. 8: 11)  Therefore, the real purpose of the Holy Spirit to our bodies is that (1) He will 

restore us when we are sick, and (2) He will preserve us if we are well.  The Holy Spirit will 

strengthen our earthly tent so that we can meet the requirements of God’s work and walk with 

Him. 

So, how do you see yourself?  A fallen being?  God sees you as a new man by the power of the 

cross, called to be His dwelling.  King David in Psalm 139 says, “You made all the delicate, 

inner parts of my body and knit me together in my mother’s womb.  Thank you for making me 

so wonderfully complex!  Your workmanship is marvelous-and how well I know it.  You saw me 

before I was born.  Every moment was laid out before a single day had passed.  How precious 

are your thoughts about me, O God!  They are innumerable!  I can’t even count them; they 

outnumber the grains of sand! (Psalm 139: 13-18) NLT   

Please take your bible and look up all the scripture quoted above.  Come along with us to Lesson 

#5 for more truth of “The Power of the Cross”. 

P.S.  Faith is always based on knowledge.  If your faith is small, we must ask ourselves, how 

much knowledge about God and His work do I have in me?  “So then faith cometh by hearing 

and hearing by the word of God.” Rom. 10:17 KJV   God says, “My people are being destroyed 

because they don’t know me.”  Hosea 4:6 NLT 
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Our Appointment With Death 

There is a time and a season for every purpose in everything done under heaven: There is the 

time to plant, and a time to pluck up; There is the time to kill, and there is a time to heal; There is 

a time to love, and there is a time to hate; There is a time of war, and there is a time of peace; 

There is a time to weep, and there is a time to laugh; There is a time to mourn, and there is a time 

to dance; There is a time to be born, and there is a time to die." 

Death is the one appointment we all must keep — no exemptions – no exceptions. Hebrews 9:27 

states: “It is appointed unto every man once to die, but after that the judgment.” I have an 

appointment with death. You have an appointment with death. It’s the one appointment we can’t 

cancel or ignore. But there is something after death. Apostle Paul said in 2Cor.5:10:”For we must 

all stand before the judgment seat of Christ to receive the things done in the body, according to 

that which we have done, whether it be good or bad.” 

Jesus Christ will either say: “Well done, good and faithful servan; enter into the joys of the Lord 

prepared for you,” or He will say: “Depart from me — I never knew you.” 

Something else Solomon said in Ecclesiastes 7:1, referring to those who die in faith is: “The day 

of one's death is better than the day of one’s birth.” And his father King David actually said in 

Psalm 116:15: “Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his saints.” We may wonder, how 

can this be, that the death of a loved one, which brings the deepest grief of any human 

experience, is to God precious? 

It is because death is the final separation between the children of God and our Heavenly Father! 

It is the final barrier we all must pass through before breaking into the everlasting light of God’s 

eternally blessed, peaceful, and joyful presence! And this is why death holds no fear for the child 

of God. As David said in Psalm 23: “Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of 

death, I will fear no evil; for thou art with me.” 

When our time comes to pass through that final exit of Death’s Valley into the land of the living, 

we whose trust is in Christ, can face it without fear. Now I know that most people think that this 

Earth is the land of the living, but they are mistaken. We here on earth or in the land of the 

dying! Heaven is the land of the living where death cannot enter! 

John described it in Revelation 21:4: "And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and 

there shall be no more death: neither sorrow nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain, for 

the former things are passed away." 

Let me assure you: Heaven is not in euphemism or a metaphorical escape we have created to 

ease the pain of this life and the finality of the sorrow of death. It’s not just a story we tell 

children, so they will not be sad. 

Heaven is a real planet, a celestial city located in the northernmost part of the third heaven, and 

Jesus said in John 14:1: “I go to prepare a place for you in my father's house….That where I am, 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/hebrews/9-27.html
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you may be also.” Your precious father, grandfather, brother, loved one, Uncle Billy, is where 

Jesus is! “For to be absent from the body is to be present with the Lord”, Paul said in 2Cor. 5:8. 

At the moment of death, the child of God steps into the presence of the Lord.  

 

There is no reincarnation, coming back on the wheel of karma to try to do better the next time 

around. There's no soul sleep — that when you're dead, you're dead: “So let us eat, and drink, 

and be merry: for tomorrow we die”, and that's it. No! Death is the final gateway into eternity. 

James 2:26 states: “The body without the spirit is dead,” but it’s not vice versa, for the spirit of 

man is eternal. 

 

Those who have died in Christ are actually more alive than we are! 

 

Because the Bible says in 1Corinthians chapter 15, we will receive a new body at the 

resurrection of the righteous. It will not be of terrestrial substance like our earthly bodies, from 

the dust of the earth — but of a celestial substance that is immortal and incorruptible; not subject 

to death and forever free from sin’s corrupting power. 

Apostle Paul said: “Then shall be brought to pass that saying, O death, where is thy sting? O 

grave, where is thy victory? Because death is swallowed up in victory.” And Paul said that the 

sting of death is sin. For everyone who dies without Christ as his Savior, death holds a fatal 

stinger. But for the child of God, death has no stinger, because on the cross, Jesus took the 

stinger out of death for those who believe in Him for the forgiveness of their sins. When He 

arose on the third day, He promised us: “Because I live — you shall live also!” 

This is why we can experience the death of a loved one without feeling the sting of death. This 

does not mean that we will not feel the pain of our loss. It's impossible not to feel grief and 

sadness. These are part of the natural human grieving process. Even Jesus wept at the tomb of 

His dear friend Lazarus. 

Hospital chaplains have observed the different ways families express their grief over the death of 

loved ones. Some grieve over what they perceive to be the permanent loss of their loved one. But 

strong Christian families, by contrast, grieve only at the sadness of a temporary separation. For 

Paul said in 1Thess. 4:13: “We do not sorrow as those who have no hope.” And there is a 

difference! 

Paul said: “But I would not have you ignorant concerning them which are asleep (in death), that 

you sorrow not even as those who have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus Christ died and rose 

again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him.” 

The question is: Do we believe this? I do! 

Job, in the oldest book of the Bible, said: “If a man die, will he live again? All the days of my 

appointed time, will I wait until my change come…. For I know that my Redeemer lives, and 

that he shall stand at the latter day upon the earth, and though after my skin worms destroy this 

body, yet in my flesh I shall see God” (Job 14:14, 19:25-26). 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/2-corinthians/5-8.html
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And this is how it is going to happen: 

“For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain (in faith) 

unto the coming of the Lord, will not go before them which have died in Christ. For the Lord 

himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the Archangel, and the trump 

of God, and the dead in Christ, shall rise first. Then we which are alive and remain shall be 

caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so shall we ever be 

with the Lord. Wherefore” … he said: “Comfort one another with these words.” 

If you believe this and you have placed your faith in Christ, then your sorrow today is only 

temporary, because you know you will see your loved ones again. But if you have not placed 

your hope in Christ, then you are not ready to face eternity and to see them again. I urge you 

today to open your heart to the Savior. He is the risen Lord of glory. He said: “I am the way, the 

truth, and the life”, and He is the only one who has conquered sin, death, hell, and the grave; who 

has tasted death for every man and woman, so that we could have eternal life with Him in the 

Father's house. And He said: “Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in 

me. In my Father’s house are many mansions: If it were not so, I would have told you. And I go 

to prepare a place for you…” 

A young girl named Melody told her daddy she wanted a dollhouse, and he promised her he 

would build her one. Later that day as he sat in the den reading a book, he noticed Melody 

carrying out her dolls and playthings from the house and putting them in a pile on the lawn 

outside. He called to his wife: "What in the world is Melody doing with all her stuff on the 

lawn?" 

"Well," she replied, "You promised her you would build her a dollhouse, and she believed you, 

and she's getting her things ready to move in." 

Immediately he put down his book, drove to the lumber store in his truck, bought wood, and 

came back and built her a dollhouse. Why? Because he felt like it? No. Because she deserved it? 

Not necessarily. But because he had made her a promise, and she believed him, and he was going 

to keep his word! 

How much more will our Heavenly Father keep His word to us? How much more will Jesus our 

Savior keep His promises?! 

And He promised, “And if I go to prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you 

unto myself, that where I am — in Heaven with the Father — you may be also.” 

When is He coming back? I don’t know— No man knows the day or the hour. He said that he 

will come like a thief in the night, in a moment of the twinkling of an eye. That’s less than 

1,000th of a second. Jesus will come for His Church, and if you're not ready, you won't have 

time to get ready. Today is the day of salvation, and now is the accepted time. For as Jesus told 

Nicodemus: "Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God…. For God so 

loved the world that he gave his only begotten son, that whosoever should believe on him, should 

not perish, but have everlasting life" (John 3:3 & 16). 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/john/3-3.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/john/3-16.html
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How to Please God 
7 ways to please God 

Here is a quick overview of how to please God: 

1. Having faith pleases God. 

2. Be spiritually minded. 

3. Fear God. 

4. Study and follow Jesus Christ’s example. 

5. Obey God. 

6. Do God’s will. 

7. Give the sacrifice God wants. 

These ways are covered in detail below. 

The challenge of giving to God 

Talk about Someone who has everything! Finding a gift that will please God can seem 

challenging! But thankfully the Bible tells us not only what God hates (such as in Proverbs 6:16-

19) but how to please God—what He delights in—as well. 

And best of all, what pleases God is also what will make us happiest and most satisfied. 

Ultimately we will be most fulfilled when we fulfill God’s purpose for our lives—because He 

loves us and wants the best for us forever! 

So let’s look at seven ways the Bible tells us we can please God. 

1. Having faith pleases God. 

“But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He 

is and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him” (Hebrews 11:6). 

This passage identifies faith—belief in God and believing He will do what He says He will do—

as a prerequisite for pleasing God. It also gives a prime example of this kind of faith: Enoch 

(verse 5). Enoch lived in the increasingly evil world before the Flood, but he didn’t go the evil 

way other people were going. Instead, he “walked with God” and “he pleased God” (Genesis 

5:24; Hebrews 11:5). 

Enoch not only believed in the Creator God, he believed God would come to earth with “ten 

thousands of His saints, to execute judgment” (Jude 1:14-15) and make everything right. Enoch 

knew that ungodly deeds bring evil results and must be replaced by godly deeds—walking the 

way God walks—for this world to experience real peace and joy. 

https://lifehopeandtruth.com/god/who-is-god/how-to-please-god/#1-Having-faith-pleases-God
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/god/who-is-god/how-to-please-god/#2-be-spiritually-minded
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/god/who-is-god/how-to-please-god/#3-fear-god
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/god/who-is-god/how-to-please-god/#4-study-follow-christs-example
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/god/who-is-god/how-to-please-god/#5-obey-god
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/god/who-is-god/how-to-please-god/#6-do-gods-will
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/god/who-is-god/how-to-please-god/#7-give-the-sacrifice-god-wants
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When we believe in God and believe what He says, that faith will also please God. 

2. Being spiritually minded pleases God. 

“For to be carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. Because the 

carnal mind is enmity against God; for it is not subject to the law of God, nor indeed can be. So 

then, those who are in the flesh cannot please God” (Romans 8:6-8). 

The Bible contrasts two mind-sets: the normal, human one (the fleshly, carnal mind) and the one 

led by the Spirit of God (the spiritual mind, verse 9). Thus having the Holy Spirit dwelling in us 

and leading us is another prerequisite for pleasing God. 

In Acts 2:38 the apostle Peter summarized the process God has set for us to follow to receive His 

Spirit: “Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the 

remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”  

Leading up to the passage in Romans 8, the apostle Paul explained his own experience with the 

two mind-sets. As challenging as he shows the process of change is in Romans 7, he makes clear 

that Jesus Christ will deliver us (verse 25) and that as a result of the change we become beloved 

“children of God” (8:16-17). Does this please God? Yes! Jesus said there is “joy in heaven over 

one sinner who repents” (Luke 15:7). God loves to add to His family. 

3. The fear of the Lord pleases God. 

“The LORD takes pleasure in those who fear Him, in those who hope in His mercy” (Psalm 

147:11). 

It’s not that God delights in having us be terrified of Him. Psalm 147 describes God as the One 

who “heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds” (verse 3). The passage praises His 

mercy, His knowledge (He knows the names of all the stars!) and His power to save the humble 

(verses 4-6). The Bible tells us to fear God, not because it is good for Him, but because it is good 

for us to accurately recognize that He is more powerful than anything else. Acknowledging this 

shows our deep respect for Him. 

The proper fear and respect of God will motivate us to avoid sin (Exodus 20:20). It reminds us 

that God will hold us accountable for our actions. 

Fearing God allows us to rely on Him and revere Him—which can deepen our love for the All-

Powerful God who cares enough to stoop down and deliver a puny little human like me! 

For more about what it really means to fear God, see the article “Fear of the Lord: What Does It 

Mean?” 

4. Studying and following Jesus Christ’s example pleases God. 

https://lifehopeandtruth.com/god/who-is-god/fear-of-the-lord/
https://lifehopeandtruth.com/god/who-is-god/fear-of-the-lord/
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“This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. Hear Him!” (Matthew 17:5). 

During a vision of the future Kingdom of God known as the transfiguration, God impressed on 

Peter, James and John the preeminence of Jesus Christ. Jesus truly was the Son of God, and there 

is no one who has pleased God more! We should all hear Him and follow His example. 

Jesus said He always did “those things that please Him” (John 8:29), so we should study the four 

Gospels to learn how we, too, can please God. 

5. Obeying God pleases Him. 

“Has the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the 

LORD? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice” (1 Samuel 15:22). 

In this passage, the prophet Samuel expressed God’s displeasure with Israel’s first king Saul. 

Saul had disobeyed God’s direct command with the excuse that “the people” had wanted to give 

what should have been destroyed to God instead. But God doesn’t want our physical gifts if we 

are going to break His laws to give them! 

Again, God doesn’t command us to obey just because it is good for Him, but because it is good 

for us (Deuteronomy 10:13). His laws and commands are beneficial; and as a result of obeying 

Him, we grow in godly, righteous character—we become more like Him! This is how to please 

God. 

The fact that obeying God is pleasing to Him is expressed in various ways throughout the Bible. 

God has “pleasure in uprightness,” He will bless those who “keep My Sabbaths, and choose what 

pleases Me” and who “abstain from sexual immorality” and avoid breaking any of God’s 

commandments (1 Chronicles 29:17; Isaiah 56:4; 1 Thessalonians 4:1-3). 

6. Doing God’s will pleases God. 

“[May God] make you complete in every good work to do His will, working in you what is well 

pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen” (Hebrews 

13:21). 

If we want to learn how to please God, we must seek God’s help to always do His will as 

well.What is God’s will? God’s desires, His commands and His plans are expressed throughout 

the Bible. In fact, the Bible was given to us to show us His will and to help us in a sense read His 

mind. Studying the Bible, meditating on it and praying about it are keys to gaining deeper 

understanding of His will. 

God’s will for us goes beyond just knowing what He wants. It involves doing “every good 

work”—working at maturing spiritually and becoming more like God (Matthew 5:48). 

https://lifehopeandtruth.com/bible-questions/what/the-transfiguration/
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Jesus Christ set the ultimate example of doing God’s will when He faced the terrible scourging 

and crucifixion for our sins, yet prayed, “Nevertheless not My will, but Yours, be done” (Luke 

22:42). He was willing to give Himself totally to show His love and to do His Father’s will. 

If we want to learn how to please God, we must seek God’s help to always do His will as well. 

7. Giving the sacrifices He wants pleases God. 

“Therefore by Him let us continually offer the sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of our 

lips, giving thanks to His name. But do not forget to do good and to share, for with such 

sacrifices God is well pleased” (Hebrews 13:15-16). 

We saw earlier that God rejected sacrifices that were gained through disobedience. But there are 

sacrifices that He is “well pleased” with, including giving praise and thanks to Him and sharing 

with others. These reflect His teaching on love expressed in the two great commandments that 

summarize the rest of His law: 

“‘You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your 

mind.’ This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like it: ‘You shall love your 

neighbor as yourself.’ On these two commandments hang all the Law and Prophets” (Matthew 

22:37-40). 

Pleasing God, not man 

It’s a natural human tendency to seek to please other people—those we can see. We can find it 

harder to focus on pleasing God—the One we cannot see. 

Jesus pointed out the problem with seeking to please man while pretending to try to please God. 

In the Sermon on the Mount He said, “Take heed that you do not do your charitable deeds before 

men, to be seen by them. Otherwise you have no reward from your Father in heaven” (Matthew 

6:1). He made similar comments about praying and fasting to gain favor from men (verses 5 and 

16). 

Instead, we should do these things privately, “and your Father who sees in secret will Himself 

reward you openly” (verse 4). 

The apostle Paul uses an interesting term to describe doing things just to be seen by others: 

eyeservice. “Bondservants, obey in all things your masters according to the flesh, not with 

eyeservice, as men-pleasers, but in sincerity of heart, fearing God” (Colossians 3:22). 

Paul himself understood the importance of pleasing God, not man. “But as we have been 

approved by God to be entrusted with the gospel, even so we speak, not as pleasing men, but 

God who tests our hearts” (1 Thessalonians 2:4). 

https://lifehopeandtruth.com/god/prayer-fasting-and-meditation/how-to-pray/praise-god/sacrifice-of-praise/
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When we think about it, we realize that God is the ultimate source of all the good things we have 

received, even those things that come through family, friends and other people. 

He has given us all our blessings, and life itself. And He offers us eternal life as His children (1 

John 3:1)! He deserves all our honor and worship. 

As King David wrote, “Every day I will bless You, and I will praise Your name forever and ever. 

Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised; and His greatness is unsearchable [or, beyond our 

understanding]” (Psalm 145:2-3). 

The angels in God’s presence clearly see this. Revelation describes the 24 elders casting their 

crowns before God’s throne and saying, “You are worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honor 

and power; for You created all things, and by Your will they exist and were created” (Revelation 

4:11). 

What if we haven’t been pleasing God? 

The Bible clearly labels things that displease God and hurt us. The main label it uses is sin. Since 

we all have sinned (Romans 3:23), we all have displeased God. 

Thankfully, God loved us so much He made a way to wash away our past sins and allow us to 

start afresh. Jesus Christ’s sacrifice made this possible, and the Bible explains the process He 

wants us to follow. The apostle Peter summarized it in Acts 2:38: 

The beautiful thing about repenting of sin is that even this pleases God.“Repent, and let every 

one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall 

receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” 

Conversion is the process of changing from displeasing God to pleasing Him with His help. 

Study the key scriptures outlining this process in our booklet Change Your Life! 

The beautiful thing about repenting of sin is that even this pleases God. As Jesus said, “There is 

joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents” (Luke 15:10). 

The benefits of pleasing God 

No matter how much we give God, we can never come close to scratching the surface of what 

He has done for us—much less what He wants to do for us. In this life He offers awesome 

benefits, such as this general principle: 

“When a man’s ways please the LORD, He makes even his enemies to be at peace with him” 

(Proverbs 16:7). 

https://info.lifehopeandtruth.com/change-your-life
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Still, in this life Christians will face persecution and tribulation, but as Jesus Christ said, “These 

things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace. In the world you will have 

tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world.” 

And in the future, He has an incredible gift in store for His faithful flock: 

“Do not fear, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom” (Luke 

12:32). 

One of the most exciting descriptions of the utopian Kingdom of God was recorded by King 

David, a man after God’s own heart. He wrote, “You will show me the path of life; in Your 

presence is fullness of joy; at Your right hand are pleasures forevermore” (Psalm 16:11). 

Signs from the Angels 

Some points to Consider 

1. For the Highest Good 
Is your request for the highest good of all concerned, including you? If you are interviewing for a 

job and there are many other interviewees, asking the Angels to “get” you the job may not be the 

best request. After all someone else may be a better fit for it and the Angels might have 

something better in mind for you. Instead, ask for them to support you during the interview. 

Then release control of the outcome. Asking the Angels to align you with the perfect job at the 

right time takes the burden from you and allows the divine to take over. 

2. Are the Stars aligned?  
If something is meant for us then it will surely come but sometimes we must wait. The Angels 

may need to line up events and circumstances in our favour. They will never do something that 

goes against our free will or that is detrimental to someone else. The Angels often need time for 

everything to fall into alignment. While we think that nothing is happening, they are busily 

working in the background. Have patience! 

3. Are you Listening?  
So you’ve asked for a prayer to be answered a thousand times and still nothing. Your pleas have 

been heard and are being answered. Perhaps the Angels are asking you to wait or they could be 

telling you to stop worrying as the worry is preventing the good that you desire from coming to 

you. The reason why you haven’t heard their response is most likely that you haven’t stopped to 

listen. 

Try This 

After talking to the Angels, take five, ten or twenty minutes to sit and listen. Be still and sit 

without distraction in silence. Afterwards write down any insights or thoughts that came to you. 

Don’t worry if you didn’t receive an answer, the Angels know that you are now listening and 

they may answer in unexpected ways (more on this below). 
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4. Be Observant 
We often miss subtle signs from the Angels as we are busily going about our lives. Pay attention 

to what’s going on around you. The Angels send messages in all sorts of ways and if you are 

caught up in doing, day dreaming and worrying, you may well miss the signs! 

5. Doubtful?  
You think you got a sign but you have started analysing what you received and now you are not 

so sure. Your mind is telling you the opposite of the message you received and now you’re really 

not certain, so you do nothing. 

Try This 

If you receive a sign, trust it. Write it down straight away and release the need to over analyse. If 

you are really unsure, ask for THREE signs so you can be certain. 

6. Trust your Intuition 
Sometimes we already know the answer to the question we are asking. You strongly feel that you 

should do something but feel afraid, or you repeatedly have a sense of knowing but haven’t taken 

action. You’ve asked the Angels what to do but you haven’t received a response. In this situation 

the Angels want you to be empowered to make your own decisions. They have not answered 

because they want you to trust your own inner wisdom. They will always be near, supporting us 

but there are times when they will choose not to respond. 

It’s a bit like a young child asking her mother a question. Her mother is aware that the child 

already knows the answer, so instead of giving the answer, the mother asks the same question of 

the child. 

7. Take Action 
Often we feel that our prayers haven’t been answered because we have failed to take action when 

needed. If you are praying for better health and the Angels are guiding you to consume a 

healthier diet, it may not be the answer that you wanted to hear. If you then continue to smoke, 

drink alcohol or eat unhealthy foods, it may seem as if the Angels are not bringing you good 

health as you have asked. It is up to us to take action, even if the guidance isn’t easy to carry out. 

The Angels will always support us however if we take even the smallest steps in the right 

direction. 

Angel Signs 

Images & Symbols 
Angels send us physical signs in many shapes and forms. They can range greatly, such as a 

symbol or picture of an angel or finding a coin if we have asked for money (the coin symbolises 

that money is on it’s way). 

Nature 
Angels work with nature to send us signs – seeing a white feather, noticing a bird (such as a 

robin), seeing angel wings form in the clouds, flowers (such as roses) and finding or being given 

crystal stones. 
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Personal Signs 
If you have asked an important question and want a really clear answer, you can ask to see or 

experience something specific. It can be something significant to you or something random that 

you have asked to see. Someone I know was asking for a sign if they should go ahead with a 

particular career path. She asked to see a silver fox if the change was meant for her. A day later 

she came across a website that had an image of a silver fox. Of course there is a saying that 

someone attractive with grey hair can be called a “silver fox” so the Angels could have also 

answered figuratively rather than literally! 

Dreams 
We can ask the Angels to be with us as we go asleep and to send us a sign through our dreams. 

Often this will result in having a very vivid and memorable dream that we remember when we 

wake. The dream may be the answer we were looking for or it may indicate another option or 

course of action that’s needed. 

Numbers 
The Angels often use number sequences to communicate with us. There is a system for reading 

and interpreting the numbers which can be learned. According to Doreen Virtue “numbers point 

out the importance of seeing Heavenly messages third-dimensionally in order to show us the 

lessons, the growth opportunities, and the guidance contained within each of our experiences.” 

Scent 
The Angels sometimes indicate their presence with a beautiful scent. The smell can appear out of 

nowhere when there is no apparent source and disappear again just as quickly. Mother Mary is 

known to indicate her presence with the smell of Roses while Archangel Gabriel is associated 

with the smell of lilies. However your guardian angel may invoke a smell that you particularly 

like as a sign, such as the smell of baking or simply a beautiful aroma that you can’t quite place. 

Light 
The Angels are beings of light and they will very often use light to let us know they are with us 

and as answers to our prayers. I often receive a brilliant flash of golden light while I’m 

meditating or talking with the Angels and I always know they are listening and supporting me. 

They can also show up as points of light or colours that we see with eyes open or closed. 

Sensations 
If you are talking with the Angels and you get a sense of tingling or tickling around your hands, 

face or feet, it’s a sure sign that the Angels are around! They like to let us feel their presence in 

this way. I often get a tickling feeling around my face when I’m working with the Angels. It’s as 

if they are tickling me with their feathers and having a bit of fun! 

Feelings 
A beautiful sign from the Angels is to feel their presence and their love. This can be conveyed 

through your own feelings of calm, peace and pure love. The feeling usually starts off gradually 

and builds until it can seem almost overwhelming but it the most radiant way. It is a very special 

sign from the Angels and all of us can feel their presence in this way if we open up to it. 
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Words 
The Angels can communicate with us through other people, song lyrics, advertisements, books 

and any number of other sources. When we have asked a question and then overhear someone 

having a conversation that seems to answer our question, it’s a sign that the Angels have 

arranged for you to hear this. We can also switch in music and hear a line of a song that jumps 

out at us. The important part is to be aware that the Angels are always communicating with you 

so be on the look out for the signs. 

What Are the 3 Temptations of the World?  

We know that we are of God, and the whole world lies under the sway of the wicked one" 1 John 

5:19 

The world was created good. The world and all that is in it was created for our enjoyment and 

pleasure and points us to a good God who loves us and desires our good pleasure. However, 

something is wrong. 

Often we hear that the world is evil and that we should avoid it and remain separate from it. As 

followers of Jesus, we can be confused by the notion that the world Christ created and came to 

redeem is evil. Are we not to be in the world? What does Scripture mean regarding "not loving 

the world or the things in the world"? What does "friendship with the world is enmity with God" 

look like? How do we make sense of "not being in the world" or "not being friends with the 

world" in light of God placing us here in this world at this specific time? Something must be 

wrong in the world.  

How Does John Define "Loving the World"? 

The apostle John, who spoke of not loving the world, defines his terms in 1 John 2:15 when he 

said, "Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the 

Father is not in him. For all that is in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the 

pride of life—is not of the Father but is of the world. And the world is passing away, and the lust 

of it; but he who does the will of God abides forever." 

Several observations can be made from 1 John 2:15-17. The first observation: John defines what 

he means by the world in verse 16. John describes three specific categories of sin that must be 

avoided in the world. This sin is what John is referring to as the world. The first sin is the lust of 

the flesh, the second is the lust of the eyes, and the third is the pride of life. These three sins are 

similar to the temptations Adam and Eve faced in the Garden of Eden—succumbing to which is 

what destroyed their relationship with God, as well as destroyed all that was to be right and good 

in the world. 

First, they were tempted by their physical needs and ate the fruit, choosing it above their 

relationship with God. This was the result of giving in to lust of the flesh. 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=1jo+5:19
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=1jo+5:19
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=1jo+2:15
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=1jo+2:15-17
https://www.biblestudytools.com/bible-stories/adam-and-eve-in-the-garden.html
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Second, they were tempted by desiring that which would harm them because it looked 

pleasurable. This was the lust of the eye. 

Third, they were tempted to be their own god. When the serpent said they would be like God if 

they ate the fruit, this was the pride of life (See Genesis 3:1). 

Jesus was tempted three times 

These three sins, "the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes and the pride of life," are depicted in 

Jesus' own temptation in the wilderness in Matthew 4:1, as well. Here, Jesus was tempted to sin 

against God by pursuing worldly things rather than God. He was tempted by His physical needs, 

the lust of the flesh, when He was tempted to turn the stones into bread. 

Next, Jesus was tempted to do something spectacular by throwing Himself off the temple and 

having His angels recue Him, the lust of the eyes. 

Finally, Jesus was tempted to receive all the kingdoms of the world if He worshiped Satan; this is 

idol worship and the pride of life (See Matthew 4:1). 

These three temptations that Jesus resisted in the wilderness mirror Adam and Eve's temptations 

and sin in Garden and reflects what John defines as loving the world, the sins of "the lust of the 

flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life." 

The next observation we can make from John in verse 17: "the world is passing away, and the 

lust of it; but he who does the will of God abides forever" is that he was warning us against sins 

that lead to death and about pleasures in sin that are not eternal. He was saying these pleasures 

will not last and instead lead to death. John was contrasting clearly the differences between the 

temporary sins and pleasures in this life and the eternal pleasures to come. John's concern was 

for the believer to have an eternal perspective and not to place stock in temporary pleasures, 

which all are fleeting. The pleasures of this temporary world are not comparable with the 

pleasures and blessings to come in eternity with God. God has our best in mind. 

Loving the World More than God is Idolatry 

The final observation we can make from John is from the context of his whole letter. From the 

context, we find John concludes his letter with an appeal to his readers to "keep yourselves from 

idols" (1 John 5:21). 

John was saying that loving the world and the things in the world above God is idolatry. Simply 

put, John was speaking against idol worship. John goes on to say in 1 John 5:18: 

"We know that whoever is born of God does not sin; but he who has been born of God keeps 

himself, and the wicked one does not touch him. We know we are of God, and the whole world 

lies under the sway of the wicked one. We know the Son of God has come and has given us an 

understanding, that we may know Him who is true; and we are in Him who is true, in His Son 
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Jesus Christ. This is the true God and eternal life. Little children, keep yourselves from idols. 

Amen." 

John is not the only biblical author who defined terms such as this. James also defined loving the 

world or friendship with the world as idol worship. In James 4:4, James speaks of pride and 

unfaithfulness to God as unfaithfulness and adultery, "Adulterers and adulteresses! Do you not 

know friendship with the world is enmity with God? Whoever therefore wants to be a friend of 

the world makes himself an enemy of God. Or do you think the Scripture says in vain, 'The Spirit 

who dwells in us yearns jealously?'" James emphasizes that our God is a jealous God and desires 

our worship and well-being. 

This world was created good. The world and all that is in it was created for our enjoyment and 

pleasure. However, sin has marred the world's goodness, and its charms have strived for our 

affections under the influence or sway of Satan. God desires us. God yearns for us jealously and 

desires to give us so much more than what the world can offer. As far as we see beauty and 

goodness through sin's shadows in this world, that goodness is pointing us to Someone better, the 

Author of life itself, God. God knows the pleasures and sin in this world can lead us away from 

Him and can harm us. God also knows this world is passing away, and He knows He is going to 

make all things new. God desires our best and wants our good pleasure in Him, in this lifetime 

and in the next. 

May we not be led astray by "the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life." 

Would we come to the Author of life and receive life eternal from Him 

Enemies of the Christian 
For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against 

the rulers of darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. — Ephesians 

6:12 

Possibly you have already found that you have enemies. These are dangerous, vicious enemies 

who will use any method to defeat you in your Christian life. Within minutes after you made 

your decision you found these enemies already at work: either you were tempted to commit some 

sin, or you had a moment of depression and discouragement. To be sure, everything is exciting 

and thrilling just after you have made your decision for Christ! But it is also natural to have 

doubts, problems, questions, temptations, discouragements, and even difficulties. 

The Bible teaches that you have three enemies that will be warring against you as long as you 

live. You must be prepared. They must be warded off. 

First, let’s look at these enemies we must face. Let’s unmask them and see what they are, and 

who they are, and how they operate. 
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The devil 

First — the devil. We have already seen that the devil is a mighty being who opposes God and 

tempts God’s people. We have found that even though he was beaten at the cross by Christ, he 

still has power to influence men for evil. The Bible calls him “the wicked one,” “the devil,” “a 

murderer,” “a liar, and the father of lies,” “an adversary” who seeks to devour, “that old serpent,” 

and “accuser of our brethren” (Matthew 13:19; Luke 4:33; John 8:44; 1 Peter 5:8; Revelation 

12:9-10). 

The moment you made your decision for Christ, Satan suffered a tremendous defeat. He is angry 

now. From now on he is going to tempt you and try to lead you into sin. Don’t be alarmed. He 

cannot rob you of your salvation, and he need not rob you of your assurance and victory. He will 

do everything in his power to sow seeds of doubt in your mind as to whether your conversion is a 

reality or not. You cannot argue with him, for he is the greatest debater of all time. 

The moment of test has come with the first temptation. Remember to refuse any reliance upon 

your feelings; they will change like a weather vane in a whirlwind. His next approach probably 

will be to make you feel proud and important — to make you confident of your own powers, 

ambitions, desires, and aims. On another occasion he will put hatred in your heart. He will tempt 

you to say unkind and ungenerous things about others. He will put envy, discontent, and malice 

in your heart. Then, on another occasion, he will tempt you to lie, and you could easily find 

yourself being a hypocrite. Lying is one of the worst of all sins and can be committed by a 

thought, word, or deed. Anything that is intended to deceive another person is lying. The devil 

will do his best to make a liar of you. He also will try to get you to work for him to tempt others 

to sin — to try to lead other Christian friends astray. If you are not careful, you will find yourself 

actually in the employ of the devil. He is powerful, slick, crafty, wily, and subtle. He is called the 

“god of this world,” “the prince of this world,” “the prince of the power of the air” (2 Corinthians 

4:4; John 12:31; Ephesians 2:2). 

The devil will try to discourage you, to divert you; he will seek to dilute your testimony; he will 

attempt anything to destroy your relationship to Christ and your influence upon others. 

You ask, “How can I overcome him? What can I do? Which way can I turn? Is there any 

escape?” 

There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will 

not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way 

to escape, that ye may be able to bear it. — 1 Corinthians 10:13 

Years ago I heard my friend J. Edwin Orr compare the Christian attacked by Satan to a mouse 

being attacked by a housewife wielding a broom. The mouse does not sit there contemplating the 

housewife or the broom. It is busy looking for a hole — a way to escape. So we Christians under 

satanic attack should look for our “way of escape.” 

God says in this verse that He has made a way of escape. 
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Now remember this: Temptation of the devil is not a sign that your life is not right with God. It is 

actually a sign that you are right with God. Temptation is not sin. Also remember that God never 

tempts His own children. It never causes His children to doubt. 

All doubts and temptations come from the devil. And remember that Satan can only tempt. He 

can never compel you to yield to the temptation. Remember also that Satan has already been 

conquered by Christ. His power is made inoperative in the life of a fully trusting and yielded 

Christian who is completely dependent upon God. 

The poet put it this way: The devil trembles when he sees the weakest saint upon his knees.  

To say that Satan will be defeated when we read or quote Scripture and will run like a scalded 

dog when we resist him is an oversimplification. But we can depend upon the blood of Christ 

when we are under attack. There are times when we simply must hide behind the person of 

Christ and ask Him to handle our problems. Jude says, 

Yet Michael the archangel, when contending with the devil he disputed about the body of Moses, 

durst not bring against him a railing accusation, but said, The Lord rebuke thee. — Jude 9 

That’s what we need to do — call upon God. 

Now the Bible says that we are to “resist the devil, and he will flee” from us (James 4:7). But 

before that, God says, “Submit yourselves… to God.” If you have fully submitted, 100 percent 

yielded and surrendered yourself to Christ, then you can “resist the devil,” and the Bible 

promises he will flee from you. The devil will tremble when you pray. He will be defeated when 

you quote or read a passage of Scripture to him, and will leave you when you resist him. 

The World 

Your second enemy is the world. The world means the cosmos, this world system. The world has 

a tendency to lead us into sin — evil companions, pleasures, fashions, opinions, and aims. 

You will find in your born-again experience that your pleasures have been lifted into an entirely 

new and glorious realm. Many non-Christians have accused the Christian life as being a set of 

rules, taboos, vetoes, and prohibitions. This is another lie of the devil. It is not a series of 

“don’ts,” but a series of “dos.” You become so busy in the work of Christ and so completely 

satisfied with the things of Christ that you do not have time for the things of the world. 

Suppose someone should offer me a hamburger after I had eaten a T-bone steak. I would say, 

“No, thank you, I am already satisfied.” Young Christian, that is the secret. You are so filled with 

the things of Christ, so enamored of the things of God, that you do not have time or taste for 

sinful pleasures of this world. The Bible says, 

The full soul loatheth an honeycomb; but to the hungry soul every bitter thing is sweet. — 

Proverbs 27:7 
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* 

The Bible says, 

Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. — 1 John 2:15 

The Bible also warns that the world and the “lust thereof” shall pass away, “but he that doeth the 

will of God abideth for ever” (1 John 2:17). However, under certain conditions these can become 

perplexing problems in our modern-day living. Many young people come to me and ask, “Is this 

wrong?” or “Is that wrong?” “Is this sinful?” or “Is that sinful?” One simple question, earnestly 

and prayerfully asked, will settle about 90 percent of your problems along this line. Just ask this 

question to yourself every time: “What would Christ have me to do?” Another question you 

can ask is, “Can I ask His blessing upon this particular thing for me?” “What would Christ think 

about my amusements, recreation, books, companions, and tele- vision programs?” “Could I ask 

Christ to go along with me to this particular event?” Being omnipresent, He’ll be there anyway. 

The point is, should you? 

It does not mean that in society we are snobs or have a superiority complex, lest we be in danger 

of spiritual pride — which would be far worse than any worldliness. But today there are so many 

professing Christians who are walking hand in hand with the world that you cannot tell the 

difference between the Christian and the unbeliever. This should never be. 

The Christian should stand out like a sparkling diamond against a rough background. 

He should be more wholesome than anyone else. He should be poised, cultured, courteous, 

gracious, but firm in the things that he does and does not do. He should laugh and be radiant, but 

he should refuse to allow the world to pull him down to its level. 

The Bible says that “whatsoever is not of faith is sin” (Romans 14:23), and the Bible again says 

that he who doubts is condemned if he does it. In other words, we are never to do anything of 

which we are not perfectly clear and certain. If you have a doubt about that particular thing that 

is bothering you, as to whether it is worldly or not, the best policy is “don’t do it.” 

The Flesh 

The third enemy that you will face immediately is the lust of the flesh. The flesh is that evil 

tendency of your inward self. Even after you are converted, sometimes your old, sinful cravings 

will return. You become startled and wonder where they come from. The Bible teaches that the 

old nature, with all its corruption, is still there and that these evil temptations come from 

nowhere else. In other words, “a traitor is living within.” “That wretched bent toward sin is ever 

present to drag you down.” War has been declared! You now have two natures in conflict, and 

each one is striving for dominance. 

The Bible teaches: 
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The flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh. — Galatians 5:17 

It is the battle of the self-life and the Christ-life. This old nature cannot please God. It cannot be 

converted, or even patched up. Thank God, when Jesus died He took you with Him, and the old 

nature can be made inoperative and you can “reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto 

sin” (Romans 6:11). This is done by faith. 

However, you must distinguish very carefully again between use and abuse — between that 

which is lawful and that which is unlawful. Some of these things that will be cropping up may be 

sinful lusts, or they may not be. 

Paul said he had no confidence in the flesh. On another occasion he said, “Make not provision 

for the flesh” (Romans 13:14). On another occasion he said, “I keep under my body” (1 

Corinthians 9:27). 

We are so to re-yield and re-surrender ourselves to God that we can, by faith, reckon the old 

nature dead indeed unto sin. 

Things to Know about Speaking in Tongues 

The spiritual gift of speaking in tongues remains controversial in our day and is a subject 

deserving of our close attention. This short article is not designed to argue that tongues are still 

valid but simply attempts to describe the nature and function of tongues speech. 

The "tongues" spoken on the Day of Pentecost were real 

human languages. 

The variety of nations represented (vv. 8-11) would certainly confirm this. The word “language” 

(vv. 6, 8) = dialekto = dialect (cf. Acts 1:19; 21:40; 22:2; 26:14). Can this phenomenon still 

occur today? Absolutely, yes. But in my opinion it happens quite rarely. 

Some insist that the tongues in Acts 2 were not human languages. Acts 2 describes not the 

hearing of one’s own language but the hearing in one’s own language. At the same moment that 

“other tongues” were spoken through the Holy Spirit, they were immediately translated by the 

same Holy Spirit into the many languages of the multitude (J. Rodman Williams, Renewal 

Theology, 2:215). Thus, there is both a miracle of “speech”—other, different, spiritual tongues—

and a miracle of “understanding,” each facilitated by the Holy Spirit. 

 

If this view is correct… 

a miraculous charisma of the Holy Spirit (namely, the gift of interpretation) was given to every 

unbeliever present on the day of Pentecost. But it is Luke’s purpose “to associate the descent of 

the Spirit with the Spirit’s activity among the believers, not to postulate a miracle of the Spirit 
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among those who were still unbelievers” (Carson, Showing the Spirit, 138). Or, as Max Turner 

puts it, surely Luke “would not wish to suggest that the apostolic band merely prattled 

incomprehensibly, while God worked the yet greater miracle of interpretation of tongues in the 

unbelievers” (The Holy Spirit and Spiritual Gifts, 223). 

The gift of speaking in tongues can include “heavenly” 

dialects. 

The gift of speaking in tongues that continues throughout church history and is so widespread 

today is the Spirit-prompted ability to pray and praise God in a heavenly dialect, possibly even 

an angelic language that is not related to anything spoken on earth such as German or Swahili or 

Mandarin or English. The Holy Spirit personally crafts or creates a special and unique language 

that enables a Christian to speak to God in prayer, praise, and thanksgiving. This gift is not a 

human language that one might encounter in some foreign country, but a Spirit-empowered 

capacity to speak meaningful words that are only understood by our Triune God: Father, Son, 

and Holy Spirit (unless, of course, God provides the interpretation through the one speaking or 

through another believer. 

There is no evidence that tongues-speech in Acts 2 (or 

elsewhere) served an evangelistic purpose. 

The content of tongues-speech was “the mighty deeds of God” (Acts 2:11; 10:46; 19:17). People 

don’t hear an evangelistic message but doxology or worship. So, again, how can tongues be 

evangelistic when the only two occurrences of tongues outside of Acts 2 (Acts 10 and 19) took 

place when only believers were present? Neither is tongues the invariable sign of Spirit-baptism 

or Spirit-filling. There are numerous instances in Acts of true conversion and Spirit-baptism 

where no tongues are mentioned (2:37-42; 8:26-40; 9:1-19; 13:44-52; 16:11-15; 16:25-34; 17:1-

10a; 17:10b-15; 17:16-33; 18:1-11; 18:24-28). 

Speaking in tongues is prayer, praise, and self-edification. 

Paul says that the one who speaks in a tongue “speaks not to men but to God” (1 Cor. 14:2). This 

means that tongues is a form of prayer. See especially 1 Cor. 14:14. Tongues is also a form 

of praise (1 Cor. 14:15) and a way in which we give thanks to God (1 Cor. 14:16-17). 

Tongues is also a way in which we edify or strengthen ourselves. Paul writes, “The one who 

speaks in a tongue builds up himself, but the one who prophesies builds up the church” (1 Cor. 

14:4). Self-edification is a good thing, as we are commanded edify ourselves in Jude 20: “But 

you, beloved, building yourselves up in your most holy faith and praying in the Holy Spirit, keep 

yourselves in the love of God.” Self-edification is only bad if it is done as an end in itself. It is 

good to take whatever steps you can to edify yourself, to build up and strengthen your soul, so 

that you might be better able and equipped to build up others (see 1 Cor. 12:7). 
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Interpreted tongues edify others in the same way prophecy 

does:  

“Now I want you all to speak in tongues, but even more to prophesy. The one who prophesies is 

greater than the one who speaks in tongues, unless someone interprets, so that the church may be 

built up” (1 Cor. 14:5). Prophecy is to be preferred over uninterpreted tongues in the corporate 

gathering of the church because it is intelligible and thus can serve better than unintelligible 

tongues speech to build up, edify, and encourage the people of God. But this obtains only in the 

absence of an interpretation for tongues. If “someone interprets” (1 Cor. 14:5b), then tongues can 

also serve to strengthen and instruct God’s people. 

Tongues are a “sign for unbelievers”. 

What does Paul mean in 1 Cor. 14:21-25 that tongues are a “sign for unbelievers”? In 1 Cor. 

14:21, Paul quotes Isaiah 28:11, the meaning of which is found in a prior warning of God to 

Israel in Deuteronomy 28:49. If Israel violates the covenant, God will chastise them by sending a 

foreign enemy, speaking a foreign tongue. Thus, confusing and confounding speech was a sign 

of God’s judgment against a rebellious people. This is the judgment that Isaiah says has come 

upon Israel in the 8th century BC when the Assyrians invaded and conquered the Jews (cf. also 

what happened in the 6th c. BC, Jer. 5:15). 

The principle is this: 

When God speaks to people in a language they cannot understand, it is a form of punishment for 

unbelief. It signifies his anger. Incomprehensible speech will not guide or instruct or lead to faith 

and repentance, but only confuse and destroy. Thus, if outsiders or unbelievers come in and you 

speak in a language they cannot understand, you will simply drive them away. You will be 

giving a “sign” to unbelievers that is entirely wrong, because their hardness of heart has not 

reached the point where they deserve that severe sign of judgment. So when you come together 

(1 Cor. 14:26), if anyone speaks in a tongue, be sure there is an interpretation (v. 27). Otherwise 

the tongue-speaker should be quiet in the church (v. 29). Prophecy, on the other hand, is a sign of 

God’s presence with believers (v. 22b), and so Paul encourages its use when unbelievers are 

present in order that they may see this sign and thereby come to Christian faith (vv. 24-25). 

Therefore, Paul is not talking about the function of the gift of tongues in general, but only about 

the negative result of one particular abuse of tongues-speech (namely, its use without 

interpretation in the public assembly). So, do not permit uninterpreted tongues-speech in church, 

for in doing so, you run the risk of communicating a negative sign to people that will only drive 

them away. 

There are objections that need to be addressed: 
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One objection to the gift of tongues…is that nothing is of spiritual value unless it passes through 

the cerebral cortex of the brain and can be cognitively understood. Any notion that the Holy 

Spirit might engage with the human spirit directly, by-passing our cognitive thought processes, is 

anathema to most evangelicals. If it is to be spiritually profitable it must be intelligible. 

But there is a vast difference between the necessity of intelligibility for the sake of the entire 

body of Christ, on the one hand, and whether or not a Christian can be edified and blessed and 

built up spiritually while speaking in uninterpreted tongues privately, on the other. Tongues in 

the corporate assembly must be intelligible or interpreted for the sake of others who are listening. 

Profound spiritual fruit is possible in the life of the 

individual believer when he/she prays in tongues privately. 

When you pray in tongues in private, you are most certainly praising. The person who speaks in 

tongues is truly praying to God (14:14), praising or worshiping God (14:15b), and thanking God 

(14:16), all the while his/her “mind” is “unfruitful” (1 Cor. 14:14). By “unfruitful” he means 

either, “I don’t understand what I am saying,” or “other people don’t understand what I’m 

saying,” or perhaps both. Paul doesn’t understand what he is praying or how he is giving thanks 

or in what manner he is worshiping. But praying, praising, and giving thanks is most certainly 

taking place! And all this at the same time he lacks cognitive awareness of what is happening. 

Many say: “Paul’s response to his mind being ‘unfruitful’ should be to stop speaking in tongues 

altogether. Shut it down. Forbid it.” But that isn’t Paul’s conclusion. No sooner does he say that 

his “mind is unfruitful” than he makes known his determined resolve: “I will pray with my spirit, 

but I will pray with my mind also; I will sing praise with my spirit, but I will sing with my mind 

also” (1 Cor. 14:15). We know that Paul is referring to praying and singing in tongues because in 

the next verse he describes giving thanks with one’s spirit as unintelligible to those who may 

visit the church meeting. 

Paul was not afraid of a trans-rational experience. 

If Paul had been fearful of trans-rational experience (which, by the way, is far and away 

different from being irrational), would not his next step be to repudiate the use of tongues 

altogether, or at minimum to warn us of its dangers? At the very least we should expect Paul to 

say something to minimize its importance so as to render it trite, at least in comparison with 

other gifts. But he does no such thing. 

Paul asks the question, in view of what has just been said in v. 14, “What is the outcome then?” 

(NASB; v. 15a), or “What am I to do?” (ESV). I know what many of you think he should do: 

“Put a stop to this ridiculous and useless practice of speaking in tongues. There is only one viable 

response; only one reasonable conclusion: I’ll never speak in tongues again since my 

understanding is unfruitful.” But that isn’t what he says. His response is found in v. 15. There we 

read that he is determined to do both! “I WILL pray with my spirit,” i.e., I will pray in tongues, 

and “I WILL pray with the mind also,” i.e., I will pray in Greek or the language of the people so 
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that others who speak and understand the language can profit from what I say.” Clearly, Paul 

believed that a spiritual experience beyond the grasp of his mind, which is what I mean by 

“trans-rational”, was yet profoundly profitable. He believed that it wasn’t absolutely necessary 

for an experience to be rationally cognitive for it to be spiritually beneficial and glorifying to 

God. 

Paul preferred to exercise the gift of speaking in tongues in 

private. 

If Paul speaks in tongues more frequently and fervently than anyone else, yet in church almost 

never does (preferring there to speak in a way all can understand), where does he speak in 

tongues? In what context would the affirmation of v. 18 (“I thank God I speak in tongues more 

than all of you”) take shape? Clearly, Paul exercised his remarkable gift in private, in the 

context of his personal, devotional intimacy with God. Again, the only grounds I can see for 

objecting to this scenario is the reluctance that many cessationists have for spiritual experiences 

that bypass or transcend the mind. 

Logical, reasonable, highly-educated Paul prayed in tongues 

more than anyone else! 

Let’s remember, this is the man who wrote Romans. This is the man whose incomparable mind 

and power of logical argumentation rendered helpless his theological opponents. This is the man 

who is known to history as the greatest theologian outside of Jesus himself. This is the man who 

took on and took out the philosophers in Athens (Acts 17)! Yes, logical, reasonable, highly-

educated Paul prayed in tongues more than anyone! Paul not only believed in the spiritual value 

of praying in private in uninterpreted tongues, he also himself practiced it. In fact, he happily 

declares that he prays in private in uninterpreted and therefore unintelligible tongues more than 

all the tongue-happy Corinthians combined! 

Is it God’s will that every Christian speak in tongues? 

Paul writes: “Now I want you all to speak in tongues” (1 Cor. 14:5a). 

Those who say “No” appeal to 1 Cor. 7:7 where Paul uses identical language to what is found in 

14:5. With regard to his own state of celibacy, Paul writes: “I wish that all were as I myself am. 

But each has his own gift from God, one of one kind and one of another.” No one will argue that 

Paul intends for all Christians to remain single as he is. His “wish”, therefore, should not be 

taken as the expression of an unqualified and universal desire. Surely, then, we should not expect 

all to speak in tongues either. 

Secondly, according to 1 Cor. 12:7-11, tongues, like the other gifts mentioned, is bestowed to 

individuals as the Holy Spirit wills. If Paul meant that “all” were to experience this gift, why did 

he employ the terminology of “to one is given . . . and to another . . . to another,” etc.? In other 
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words, Paul seems to suggest that the Spirit sovereignly differentiates among Christians and 

distributes one or more gifts to this person and yet another, a different gift to this person and yet 

another gift to that one, and so on. 

Paul implies that not all have the gift, but doesn’t imply that 

all cannot. 

Then there is 1 Cor. 12:28-30 where Paul quite explicitly states that “all do not speak with 

tongues” any more than all are apostles or all are teachers or all have gifts of healings and so on. 

In Greek there is a grammatical structure that is designed to elicit a negative response to the 

question being asked. Paul employs it in 1 Cor. 12:29-30, 

“All are not apostles, are they? All are not prophets, are they? All are not teachers, are they? All 

are not workers of miracles, are they? All do not have gifts of healings, do they? All do not speak 

with tongues, do they? All do not interpret, do they?” (NASB) 

Paul asks his question in such a way that he wants you to respond by saying, “No, of course not.” 

But what about other texts where Paul uses the “I want” or “I wish” terminology (1 Cor. 

10:1a; 11:3; 12:1)? The same Greek verb is used in these texts that we find in 1 Cor. 14:5 (“I 

want” or “I wish”), and in all of them what the apostle wants applies equally and universally to 

every believer. Furthermore, in 1 Cor. 7 Paul tells us explicitly why his “wish” for universal 

celibacy cannot and should not be fulfilled. It is because “each has his own gift from God” (1 

Cor. 7:7b). But in 1 Cor. 14 no such contextual clues are found that suggest Paul’s “wish” or 

“desire” for all to speak in tongues cannot be fulfilled. 

The potential for every believer to pray in tongues in private 

devotion exists. 

Some (but not I) insist that 1 Cor. 12:7-11 and 12:28-30 refer to the gift of tongues in public 

ministry, whereas 1 Cor. 14:5 is describing the gift in private devotion. In 12:28 Paul specifically 

says he is describing what happens “in the church” or “in the assembly” (cf. 11:18; 14:19, 23, 28, 

33, 35). Not everyone is gifted by the Spirit to speak in tongues during the corporate gathering of 

the church. But the potential does exist for every believer to pray in tongues in private. 

Gift of Tongues v. Grace of Tongues 

Jack Hayford argues that the gift of tongues is limited in distribution (1 Cor. 12:11,30), and its 

public exercise is to be closely governed (1 Cor. 14:27-28); while the grace of tongues is so 

broadly available that Paul wishes that all enjoyed its blessing (1 Cor. 14:5a), which includes 

distinctive communication with God (1 Cor. 14:2); edifying of the believer’s private life (1 Cor. 

14:4); and worship and thanksgiving with beauty and propriety (1 Cor. 14:15-17) (The Beauty of 

Spiritual Language, 102-06). The difference between these operations of the Holy Spirit is that 

not every Christian has reason to expect he or she will necessarily exercise the public gift; while 
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any Christian may expect and welcome the private grace of spiritual language in his or her 

personal time of prayer fellowship with God (1 Cor. 14:2), praiseful worship before God (1 Cor. 

14:15-17), and intercessory prayer to God (Rom. 8:26-27). 

Not every believer contributes to the body in the same way. 

Thus, according to Hayford, Paul’s point at the end of 1 Corinthians 12 is that not every believer 

will contribute to the body in precisely the same way. Not everyone will minister a prophetic 

word, not everyone will teach, and so on. But whether or not everyone might pray privately in 

tongues is another matter, not in Paul’s purview until chapter 14. 

“All are not prophets, are they?” (1 Cor. 12:29). No. But Paul is quick to say that the potential 

exists for “all” to prophesy (14:1, 31). Why could not the same be true for tongues? Couldn’t 

Paul be saying that whereas all do not speak in tongues as an expression of corporate, public 

ministry, it is possible that all may speak in tongues as an expression of private praise and 

prayer? Just as Paul’s rhetorical question in 12:29 is not designed to rule out the possibility that 

all may utter a prophetic word, so also his rhetorical question in 12:30 is not designed to exclude 

anyone from exercising tongues in their private devotional experience. 

Is tongues-speech an ecstatic experience? 

The NT never uses this term to describe speaking in tongues. Many define “ecstatic” as a mental 

or emotional state in which the person is more or less oblivious to the external world. The 

individual is perceived as losing self-control, perhaps lapsing into a frenzied condition in which 

self-consciousness and the power for rational thinking are eclipsed. There is no indication 

anywhere in the Bible that people who speak in tongues lose self-control or become unaware of 

their surroundings. Paul insists that the one speaking in tongues can start and stop at will (1 Cor. 

14:15-19; 14:27-28; 14:40; cf. 14:32). There is a vast difference between an experience being 

“ecstatic” and it being “emotional”. Tongues is often highly emotional and exhilarating, 

bringing peace, joy, etc., but that does not mean it is “ecstatic”. 
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