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INTRODUCTION 

I feel that the devil is mimicking in the natural what God is doing in the Spiritual. I feel that if 

you look at what God is doing in the spirit realm, you will be able to see what Satan is doing in 

the natural world. 

Recently, there have been reports of many house fires. There has been much destruction. We can 

think about all the awful things that are happening but they are a distorted mirrored-image of 

God's wonderful blessings being manifested in the Spirit. 

For example, there have been 18 fires in one local neighborhood in the last few months. A friend 

of mine and I were talking about how terrible it was. Then the Holy Spirit clearly spoke to my 

heart. He let me know it is because God was setting fires in the lives of His people in the spirit 

realm. The devil was mad and this was his way of counterfeiting what God was doing. 

CBN is coming out of two weeks of calling on God, believing Him for great things, praying for 

miracles, and receiving the fire of God in our chapel services. The chaplain spoke on the fire of 

God during our Week of Prayer. On the following Wednesday it felt like the fire of God poured 

out of heaven. It was powerful. It was the closest thing I could imagine that would compare to 

the "Day of Pentecost." A peaceful calm blew in at the end of the service. It felt like you could 

touch it or see it. 

God spoke to my heart letting me know He was setting these fires in us as individuals and in 

CBN as a ministry. We were receiving faith to see mighty things at the hand of a powerful, 

loving, awesome God. God spoke to my heart and said He is going to do a "new thing." I sensed 

it is going to be really big. 

I could not explain it to my friends. I kept saying it is really big. 

The fire of God is being poured in us so He can use us for great things. I feel there is a greater 

anointing here at CBN than ever before. I feel it in my personal life as well. God is blessing His 

people in every way. Finances are going to come in, faith will be increased, joy will be ignited in 

us, and much more. Yes, we will be tested, tried, and tempted, but we will come out with 

rejoicing and great victory! 

  

This is what we speak, not in words taught us by human wisdom but in words taught by the 

Spirit, expressing spiritual truths in spiritual words. The man without the Spirit does not accept 

the things that come from the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot 

understand them, because they are spiritually discerned (I Corinthians 2:13, 14 NIV). 

I want to move in the power of God. I long to see the miracles of God all around me. My family 

will see a difference and my neighbors will know there has been a change. The world can portray 
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the turmoil that comes from the evil one but those who have spiritual eyes and ears will know 

there is more happening than what we see with the natural eye. 

We can walk in the blessings of God in the spiritual realm. Take hold of what God is doing. 

Which realm will you walk in, the natural or the spiritual 

Everything about God is spiritual; His love, power, goodness, grace and faith, are all spiritual. 

They manifest and are expressed in the natural, and they affect the emotional and the physical 

world, but their origin is spiritual. 

The Spirit and the word of God created all natural things. That tells us that the spiritual is the 

parent of the natural world and is subject to the word of God. Spiritual things cannot be 

measured by natural means, nor can they be understood with the natural mind. However, those 

who are spiritual can judge all natural things. 

1 Corinthians 2:15 (KJV) 
“But he that is spiritual judgeth all things, yet he himself is judged of no man.” 

People who try to understand God and His ways, using logic and reason find themselves 

confused and frustrated at best.  In order to know and understand God, we have to step out of our 

natural understanding into the spirit so that we can grasp that which is not natural but spiritual.  

Proverbs 3:5 (NKJV) 
“Trust in the Lord with all your heart, 

And lean not on your own understanding;” 

How do we step out of the natural into the spiritual? We do that by faith in God’s word. Faith is 

trusting the word of God and doing what He says. The word of God is the bridge between the 

natural and the spiritual world. Hearing the word of God and mixing faith with it transports us 

from the natural into the spiritual, which in turn releases us from the limitations of the natural.  

Our faith in God will transfer us from the natural into the spiritual and will release us from 

everything that oppresses or enslave us. We do not have to live under the yoke of bondage and 

slavery any longer, because the law of the spirit of life in Christ Jesus has been released on the 

earth and we have access to it by faith. 

Matthew 14:25-32 (NKJV) 
“Now in the fourth watch of the night Jesus went to them, walking on the sea. And when the 

disciples saw Him walking on the sea, they were troubled, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried 

out for fear. But immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying, “Be of good cheer! It is I; do not be 

afraid.” And Peter answered Him and said, “Lord, if it is You, command me to come to You on 

the water.” So He said, “Come.” And when Peter had come down out of the boat, he walked on 

the water to go to Jesus. But when he saw that the wind was boisterous, he was afraid; and 

beginning to sink he cried out, saying, “Lord, save me!” And immediately Jesus stretched out 

His hand and caught him, and said to him, “O you of little faith, why did you doubt?” And when 

they got into the boat, the wind ceased.” 
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Peter defied the natural world and its law by walking on water. His natural mind told him its 

impossible to walk on the water, but the word of God told him he could. Peter stepped out of 

reason and into faith by hearing and obeying the word of Jesus. 

But notice how quickly he returned to the natural when his attention was no longer fixed on 

Jesus’ face. By simply looking at the waves and feeling the wind he began to sink.  Just as we 

can step from the natural into the spiritual, we can return from the spiritual back into the natural 

by simply looking around us and considering other things than the word of God. 

When we start listening to our natural understanding, senses or listening to what others or our 

situation say, we return to the natural limitations of the natural world. 

More often than not, the word of God contradicts reason and logic. His word is contrary to 

natural thinking, but if we choose to obey what the Word says we step out of the natural and into 

the spiritual, a reality that supersedes natural limitations. 

God’s supernatural laws will work for anyone who hears the word of God and obeys it. If we 

want to see the supernatural power of God released in our lives and those around us, we must 

step out of the natural way of thinking into the spiritual through faith in God’s word.  

Spiritual laws supersede natural laws every time when they are applied by faith, but they have to 

be applied. They do not work independently from us. We have to put them to work by hearing 

and obeying the word of God. Just as gravity is superseded by higher laws, the laws of 

aerodynamics, lift and thrust, even so, natural laws can be superseded by higher laws of the 

spirit.  

Romans 8:2 (NKJV) 
“For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has made me free from the law of sin and death.” 

The law of sin and death was released into the earth through Adam’s disobedience. The law of 

the spirit of life was also released into the earth through the obedience of Christ.  The law of the 

spirit of life is a higher law and when activated it supersedes the law of sin and death.  

It is important to know that the law of the spirit of life did not do away with the law of sin and 

death but only superseded it.  The law of lift and thrust does not do away with the law of gravity, 

but only supersedes it. Once the engines of a plane are switched off, gravity returns and takes 

over.  

The same with the laws of the spirit of life; when we are not applying the word of God through 

faith, the law of sin and death returns to action. Under the law of sin and death, there are other 

destructive laws that are subject to it, like fear, sickness, disease, poverty, worry, anxiety, strife, 

hatred, etc. 

All of these can be overcome by applying the laws of the spirit of life in Christ Jesus. Hearing 

the word of God and applying it in every area of life will activate these spiritual laws of life to 

function and work in our life. 
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Scripture speaks of two different types of people-the natural man and the spiritual man. What is 

the difference between the two?  

 

Natural Man 

 

The Bible speaks of the natural man as the person who has not received Christ as Savior.  

 

 

But the natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to 

him; nor can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned (1 Corinthians 2:14). 

 

1. Operates On Human Wisdom 

 

The natural man may be defined as an individual who operates entirely on human wisdom. This 

is due to the fact that they have not made a commitment to Jesus Christ. They have not 

experienced the new birth and do not have the Holy Spirit living inside of them. Because the 

natural man does not have the Spirit of God living in them, they do not understand or welcome 

spiritual truth. It is foolishness unto them. The unbeliever cannot understand how a person who 

died 1900 years ago can have any meaning with the way they are living today.  

 

2. No Real Understanding Of Bible  
 

They do not receive or welcome the message of Scripture. Their reaction to the message of the 

gospel is that it is foolishness, ridiculous.  

 

3. Does Not Have the Proper Equipment 

 

Unsaved humanity does not have the proper equipment to make proper estimate of spiritual truth. 

As stars are telescopically discerned, and germs are microscopically discerned, the Bible is 

discerned by the Holy Spirit. It would be like a blind person judging an art contest.  

 

Many sincere and educated people admire the Bible as literature and extoll its moral teaching-but 

they miss the real spiritual message of the Bible that salvation is only through the person of Jesus 

Christ.  

 

Miss the Purpose 

 

These same people may acknowledge Christ as a wonderful teacher or example but they miss the 

real purpose of why He came into the world. Paul wrote.  

Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the world to 

save sinners - of whom I am the worst (1 Timothy 1:15). 

 

 

https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/1corinthians/2/14/s_1064014
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/1timothy/1/15/s_1120015
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4. Spiritual Blindfold  
 

The Bible says the unbeliever has a spiritual blindfold on.  

And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. The god of this age has 

blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel of the glory of 

Christ, who is the image of God (2 Corinthians 4:3,4). 

 

Spiritual Man 

 

In contrast to the natural man is the spiritual man.  

Those who are spiritual discern all things, and they are themselves subject to no one else's 

scrutiny (1 Corinthians 2:15). 

 

The spiritual man is one who is characterized by the leading of the Holy Spirit. The Bible 

encourages believers to let the Spirit lead them.  

 

 

Do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery; but be filled with the Spirit, as you sing 

psalms and hymns and spiritual songs among yourselves, singing and making melody to the Lord 

in your hearts (Ephesians 5:18,19). 

 

The spiritual man produces the fruit of the Spirit.  

The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, 

and self-control. There is no law against such things (Galatians 5:22). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/2corinthians/4/3/s_1082003
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/2corinthians/4/4/s_1082004
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/1corinthians/2/15/s_1064015
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/ephesians/5/18/s_1102018
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/ephesians/5/19/s_1102019
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/galatians/5/22/s_1096022
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Spiritual Things NOT More Important Than Physical 

Things 

A paradigm shift happens when you change or correct an assumption on which other conclusions 

are based. Most Christians, for instance, assume spiritual things are more important than 

physical things. Do you hold that assumption? If so, there are probably many other conclusions 

about the Bible, salvation, Chrisitan living, and more that are all based on that assumption. But 

what if that assumption is false? Maybe it’s time for a paradigm shift. 

“Spiritual” in the New Testament 

When we use the word “spiritual” we typically mean one of the following: 

1. something nonmaterial, without physical attributes 

2. something religious or sacred 

3. something that affects or influences our spirit, something that moves us deep inside 

We have to understand that the way we use the word “spiritual” is not typically the way New 

Testament authors used the word. In the New Testament, the Greek word translated “spiritual” 

is, pneumatikos. Nearly every time this word is used, it means animated, influenced, or 

empowered by God’s Spirit. 

A spirit is the invisible personal presence of a person, which animates their actions and 

behaviors. There are, of course, evil spirits operating in the unseen (heavenly) realms that 

empower wickedness and evil in the world; these forces are described as “spiritual” in Ephesians 

6:12. But most of the time Paul or Peter use the adjective “spiritual,” they do not mean it in a 

generic way. They are typically describing a person or thing that is empowered by the Holy 

Spirit. 

Paul almost always uses the word pneumatikos (spiritual) in contrast with sarkikos (fleshly or 

carnal). Sarkikos (carnal) does not mean something has physical attributes. When Paul used the 

adjective sarkikos (carnal), he meant things or people that are weak, wasting away, or even 

sinful. So, in Paul’s mind, things are either empowered by God’s Spirit or they are empowered 

by the weakness of human effort and power. 

Similarly, in 1 Corinthians 15, Paul contrasts pneumatikos (spiritual) with psuchikos (natural). 

Paul says our current bodies are “natural” and our resurrection bodies will be “spiritual.” Again, 

Paul does NOT mean one is material and the other is not. He means our current body is natural in 

the sense that it is mortal and subject to decay. By contrast, our resurrection body will be 

spiritual because it will be transformed by the power of God’s Spirit to be immortal and 

imperishable. 
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Gnostic Influence 

The way we tend to contrast spiritual and physical sounds less like the biblical authors and more 

like pagan Greek philosophers or even Gnostics. Gnostics believed there was a stark difference 

between spiritual and material things in the world. According to historian Bruce L. Shelley, in 

his outstanding book Church History in Plain Language, “There were spiritual things that were 

regarded as inherently pure, while they regarded material things as intrinsically evil.” Also, he 

continues, “Gnostics believed…the spiritual element is the true identity of persons who are aliens 

in the material world and body (which the Gnostics regarded as inherently evil).” 

Consider these points closely; the Gnostics believed (among other things): 

1. Material things are inherently evil. 

2. Spiritual things are inherently pure. 

3. The spiritual element of a person is their true identity. 

Early Christians fought tenaciously against Gnostic ideas because they were in direct 

contradiction to the worldview of Scripture and the Gospel itself. After all, how can spiritual 

things be good and material things be evil when the fullness of God dwelt in Jesus’ material 

body? The Gnostics theorized that perhaps Jesus just seemed to have a material body, but he 

didn’t actually come “in the flesh.” 

The apostle John strongly refuted early versions of Gnostic heresies. In 1 John 4:2-3, he wrote, 

“By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in 

the flesh is from God, and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God. This is the 

spirit of the antichrist, which you heard was coming and now is in the world already.” 

I’m afraid that many, if not most, modern Christians have accepted at least some of the dualism 

of Gnosticism. 

Both Spiritual AND Physical 

We have to understand that Paul believed something could be described as “spiritual,” while still 

having physical attributes. In other words, something can be both spiritual and physical. For 

instance, Paul uses the adjective “spiritual” to describe certain kinds of people (see 1 Corinthians 

2:15 or Galatians 6:1). All people are, of course, physical, but some people are also spiritual 

because they are empowered by God’s Spirit. A mature Christian, who walks in the Spirit, is 

both physical and spiritual. 

A person is NOT spiritual if he is NOT animated, influenced, or empowered by God’s Spirit. In 

other words, if his wisdom and behavior come from the world, rather than from God, he is not 

spiritual. But in the same way, when someone is transformed and becomes a spiritual person, he 

does not cease to be physical. 

https://amzn.to/2VTnhJ0
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On top of all of this, the biblical story is one that is tied to the redemption of God’s creation. The 

Bible begins with a good God creating a material world, which he says is “good” (Genesis 

1). It is more in line with Gnosticism, not Christianity, to think the material creation is bad or 

unimportant. There are “carnal” things in the world, things that will pass away, but just because 

something has physical attributes does not make it carnal. 

We will better understand the biblical worldview when we embrace the three truths: 

1. God still believes the material world he created is “good.” 

2. Spiritual should not be contrasted with physical, but with carnal (weak or sinful) or 

natural (subject to death). 

3. Something or someone is “spiritual” when influenced, empowered, or animated by a 

spirit (especially God’s Spirit) operating in the unseen (heavenly) realms. 

I hope we will embrace God’s good creation. I hope we will love and do good to others, 

recognizing that a shoulder to cry on, a helping hand, and a table of food are all things that are 

both physical and spiritual when shared in the name of Jesus. 

How to distinguish the Natural and Spiritual 

Are they different? 

There is currently much uncertainty concerning the distinction (if any) between natural and 

spiritual.   

This is in part because of the widespread tendency to follow the 'methodological naturalism' of 

modern science, where we assume that everything that can be investigated by science is part of 

nature and hence natural and hence not spiritual. Is not everything with any causal effect part of 

the universe, and hence its study part of physics: that science which examines the causes of 

things? Others argue that methodological naturalism is a working rule of all scientific and 

medical research that has no ontological implications.   

But apart from science, even when we 'begin afresh', we are still uncertain how, if at all, we 

should discriminate the spiritual from the natural.  So, in theistic science, we have to make it 

clear what difference we are proposing, and then consider any such proposal in the context of 

contemporary methodological naturalism.   

The Spiritual and Mental 

The spiritual and mental, in theistic science, are taken as everything in any mind. In particular, it 

refers to   

(a) the desires, motivations, affections,  loves, intentions, and   

(b) the thoughts, ideas, understandings, wisdoms in those minds.   
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We will see that the spiritual and mental are substances (after we understand 'substance' 

properly), and that both affections and thoughts are states or forms of these substances. We will 

also have to clarify the manner in which spiritual processes act in space. We will see how the 

mind is an organic structure made of spiritual substances. Desires and thoughts will be specific 

operations or activities within or of the affective or cognitive organ or receptors. 

As Swedenborg describes it,   

Man knows that there is such a thing as love, but he does not know what love is. He knows that 

there is such a thing as love from common speech, as when it is said, he loves me, a king loves 

his subjects, and subjects love their king, a husband loves his wife, a mother her children, and 

conversely; also, this or that one loves his country, his fellow citizens, his neighbor; and likewise 

of things abstracted from person, as when it is said, one loves this or that thing. But although the 

word love is so universally used, hardly anybody knows what love is. And because one is unable, 

when he reflects upon it, to form to himself any idea of thought about it, he says either that it is 

not anything, or that it is merely something flowing in from sight, hearing, touch, or intercourse 

with others, and thus affecting him. He is wholly unaware that love is his very life; not only the 

general life of his whole body, and the general life of all his thoughts, but also the life of all their 

particulars. This a man of discernment can perceive when it is said: If you remove the affection 

which is from love, can you think anything, or do anything? Do not thought, speech, and action, 

grow cold in the measure in which the affection which is from love grows cold? And do they not 

grow warm in the measure in which this affection grows warm? But this a man of discernment 

perceives simply by observing that such is the case, and not from any knowledge that love is the 

life of man.  

The idea of men in general about love and about wisdom is that they are like something hovering 

and floating in thin air or ether or like what exhales from something of this kind. Scarcely 

anyone believes that they are really and actually substance and form. Even those who recognize 

that they are substance and form still think of the love and the wisdom as outside the subject and 

as issuing from it. For they call substance and form that which they think of as outside the 

subject and as issuing from it, even though it be something hovering and floating; not knowing 

that love and wisdom are the subject itself, and that what is perceived outside of it and as 

hovering and floating is nothing but an appearance of the state of the subject in itself. There are 

several reasons why this has not hitherto been seen, one of which is, that appearances are the first 

things out of which the human mind forms its understanding, and these appearances the mind can 

shake off only by the exploration of the cause; and if the cause lies deeply hidden, the mind can 

explore it only by keeping the understanding for a long time in spiritual light; and this it cannot 

do by reason of the natural light which continually withdraws it. The truth is, however, that love 

and wisdom are the real and actual substance and form that constitute the subject itself. 

Other speculative ideas of the 'spiritual' and 'mental' 

Very many ideas of the 'spiritual' or 'mental' have been entertained by many authors. The 

Spiritual or Mental have been (erroneously!) thought to be   

1. states of the brain (in scientific naturalism), 

http://www.theisticscience.org/physics/process.html
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2. 'higher frequencies of vibration', 

3. another dimension, 

4. electromagnetic structure, 

5. quantum microscopic substructure, 

6. some new kind of energy, 

7. etherial (Aetherial) vibrations, 

8. collective or system effects in organic wholes,  

9. patterns of activities, 

10. quantum nonlocalities, 

11. quantum collective processes, 

12. the quantum vacuum with zero-point energy, 

13. etc 

or, in the more philosophical approaches,   

1. the 'inner view' of all natural things (and the physical the 'outer view'), and so that a 

person's mind, for example, is the 'view from the inside of the brain', 

2. the 'system' or 'ecological' view of all natural things. A person's mind would then be the 

brain 'considered as a whole', perhaps as a 'completely interconnected' or 'indivisible' 

whole. 

Some of these quantum proposals are discussed in the first section of my article Quantum 

Mechanics and Consciousness.  Others are mentioned in my talk here. 

Another dualist extreme may be taken, following Descartes: that the spiritual/mental is an 

independent substance that interacts with (but has no necessary connection to) the physical 

world.  It then becomes very obscure by which principle spirit and nature could ever interact, and 

one is easily lead to believe that activities in nature can proceed independently of any spiritual 

source.   

Distinguishing Spiritual from Mental 

The difference between 'spiritual' and 'mental' is one that will be discussed more here, and only 

fully clarified in the discussion of discrete degrees, but some indication can be given now of this 

difference, which is that the 'spiritual' is the 'interior mind', and the 'mental is the 'exterior mind'. 

Here:   

 the interior mind deals with underlying loves and wisdom that make up the character and 

nature of a person, and  

 the exterior mind deals with the thoughts and affections by means of which that character 

and nature manifest themselves in life. 

 

 

http://www.theisticscience.org/psychology/qmc1h.html
http://www.theisticscience.org/psychology/qmc1h.html
http://www.theisticscience.org/talks/dd/index.htm
http://www.theisticscience.org/spirituality/approach.htm
http://www.theisticscience.org/principles/degrees.html
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Methodological Naturalism revisited 

Apart from physics there are many sciences such as biology and psychology that deal with the 

mind. And what we think has a strong influence on the physical world. What theistic science 

claims, therefore, is that existing sciences have already examined a great number of 

mental/spiritual processes, but without being clearly aware of what they have done.   

This implies that that a process being mental or spiritual does not automatically bar it from 

scientific investigation! The task, therefore, is to understand the connection between all spiritual, 

mental and natural processes. This is the purpose of theistic science, and once it is achieved, we 

will see that the 'natural' in 'methodological naturalism' will have been construed excessively 

narrowly.   

Sometimes the introduction of theism into nature is criticised as a 'God of the gaps', as God is 

introduced as a means of solving some hitherto unsolved problems in the sciences. In theistic 

sciences, however,  we see that God is not merely of any gaps, but is God of everything! We will 

see that there are discrete degrees, between which there are (correctly construed to be) gaps, but 

that the existence of these degrees and their gaps and their interconnections is all consistent with 

what is derived from God, and with what we derive by means of theistic science.   

Integrating Spiritual and Natural! 

Having just distinguished spiritual from natural processes and substances, we have to remember 

that they are always closely interwoven! We will see that the spiritual and natural are successive 

discrete degrees that need each other to exist, and we must never fall into the trap of Cartesian 

dualism of allowing them to have independent existences. They cannot be united into one 

substance, but they may be integrated into one functional whole. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.theisticscience.org/principles/degrees.html
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Natural People and Spiritual People  

To "Those Sanctified in Christ Jesus"  

In 1:2 Paul addresses the church as "those sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints." He does 

this even though he knows that there are professing believers who are not genuine mixed in with 

the true believers of this church (11:19—"There must be factions that those who are genuine 

among you may be recognized." 2 Corinthians 13:5—"Examine yourselves, to see if you are in 

the faith.") He gives them the benefit of the doubt, and in the judgment of charity talks to the 

whole church as those who have been called.  

A Hopeful and Humbling Opening  

In 1:8 he says that one of the marks of the called is that they will be sustained to the end—that is, 

they will persevere in faith because God is faithful to his call. Those whom he calls he will 

glorify! Verse 8: "He will sustain [confirm] you to the end, guiltless in the day of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. (9) God is faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ 

our Lord."  

So he begins his letter on a hopeful and humbling note: God is the one who called you into the 

fellowship of his Son, and God is the one who will confirm you in that relationship and keep you 

there. It is humbling because God is the one who brought us to Christ, and it is hopeful because 

God's very faithfulness is at stake in keeping us there.  

Aiming to Overcome All Pride  

Then we saw in 1:10–17 that there were divisions and boasting in Corinth, and people were 

lining up behind their favorite teacher and boasting (v. 12), "'I belong to Paul,' or 'I belong to 

Apollos,' or 'I belong to Cephas.'"  

So virtually everything Paul says in the rest of the first four chapters is aimed to overcome this 

pride. This tendency to boast in men.  

Mainly Paul focuses their attention on the cross:  

 Verse 13, "Was Paul crucified for you?" (So don't boast in me!) 

 Verse 17, "Christ did not send me to baptize but to preach the gospel, and not with 

eloquent wisdom, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its power." (Don't boast in a 

man's oratory or intellect; look for the cross in his preaching and in his life.) 

 Verse 18: "The word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are 

being saved, it is the power of God." And almost the same, verse 23: "We preach Christ 

crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, but to those who are called, 

both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God." (Don't boast in 

what is exalted among men. God's power and wisdom have come in a form that puts 

boasting in men to an end.) 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Cor%2013.5
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So he concludes in verse 29, "so that no human being might boast in the presence of God." And 

again in verse 31, "Let him who boasts boast in the Lord." That is the goal of the first chapters of 

this book!  

The Cross as a Present Place of Execution  

But he is not done. In 2:1–5 he picks up the same theme as verse 17—his preaching is not "in 

lofty words of wisdom" (v. 1). He came "in weakness and fear and trembling" (v. 3). And again 

he makes the cross the basis for this kind of ministry: "For I decided to know nothing among you 

except Jesus Christ and him crucified."  

Paul wanted his own life to be an illustration of what the Corinthians needed to learn. They were 

boasting in each other and puffed up one over the other. They had not learned that the cross is 

not just a past place of substitution, but a present place of execution—for their pride and 

boasting.  

Correcting a False Impression  

Now which way will Paul turn in 2:6ff.? We saw last Sunday evening that what he does next is 

correct a possible false impression. At least seven times so far Paul has assaulted "wisdom."  

 1:17—"Christ did not send me to preach with eloquent wisdom." 

 1:20—"Where is the wise man?" 

 1:21—"The world did not know God through wisdom." 

 1:22—"Jews demand signs, Greeks seek wisdom, but . . . " 

 1:26—"Not many of you were wise . . . (v. 27) God chose what is foolish in the world to 

shame the wise." 

 2:1—"I did not come proclaiming to you the testimony of God in lofty words or 

wisdom." 

 2:4—"My words were not in plausible words of wisdom." 

The false impression that you could get here is that there is no place for wisdom in the Christian 

faith. But Paul corrects that impression in what follows, but he does it in a way that takes back 

none of the humbling words he has spoken so far. His aim is still to guard against any ground of 

boasting in man. "Let him who boasts boast in the Lord" is still the watchword of these chapters.  

The Wisdom Paul Imparts  

He says in verse 6, "Yet among the mature we do impart wisdom, although it is not a wisdom of 

this age." And he says in verse 7 that he imparts "a secret and hidden wisdom of God." And in 

verse 13 he says, "We impart this in words not taught by human wisdom but taught by the 

Spirit."  

So he distinguishes the wisdom he teaches from the "wisdom of this age" (v. 6) or "human 

wisdom" (v. 13). He calls the wisdom he imparts (v. 7) the "wisdom of God."  
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In verse 7 he says that this wisdom has to do with "what God decreed before the ages for our 

glory." And in verse 9 he says that "no eye has seen nor ear heard, nor the heart of man 

conceived what God prepared for those who love him." In other words, this wisdom did not 

come from man. No one could ever find it out by mere human brainpower. It comes from God 

and must be revealed.  

That's what verse 10 says, "God has revealed [this] to us through the Spirit." So there is no basis 

for boasting in this wisdom. It's a gift! Look at 4:7b, "What do you have that you did not receive? 

If then you received it, why do you boast as if it were not a gift?"  

There is a Christian wisdom. It is the very wisdom of God. It is a free gift by his Spirit through 

revelation. And so it cannot be boasted in as though some superior intelligence figured it out.  

Putting Together Paul's Two Definitions of Wisdom  

What is this wisdom? We have seen two definitions. Now we need to put them together.  

1. In past weeks we have seen the definition given in 1:23–24, "Over against the wisdom of 

the world that serves to stir up boasting, he says, "We preach Christ crucified, a 

stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those who are called, both 

Jews and Greeks, the power of God and the wisdom of God." So what is the wisdom of 

God? Christ crucified, and the preaching of Christ crucified. 

2. The other definition of God's wisdom is given in 2:7–9. Verse 7: God decreed this 

wisdom for our glorification. And verse 9 says that it is something no eye has seen nor 

ear heard nor man ever dreamed of, namely, what God has prepared for those who love 

him. So in both verses 7 and 9 the wisdom of God is the revelation of what is in store for 

believers in the age to come—something unimaginably great! 

Now how do these two aspects of God's wisdom fit together—the preaching of Christ crucified 

and the hope of unimaginable glory? Verse 8 gives the clue: "None of the rulers of this age 

understood this [wisdom of God]; for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of 

glory."  

The Cross as the Path to Glory  

Here the two things are brought together: the crucifixion and the Lord of glory. What the rulers 

of this age could not and cannot see is that the path to glory is through the cross. This is the 

wisdom of God that is foolishness to men—the inheriting of an unimaginably glorious future in 

the presence of God, obtained by pride-abandoning faith in a scorned, weak, foolish-looking, 

crucified Jewish teacher who was the very Lord of glory.  

The reason (v. 7) Paul calls this wisdom of God a "secret and hidden" wisdom is that the 

relationship between the age of glory and the humiliating execution of the Messiah was not fully 

revealed until the days when Christ and his apostles began to unfold it. But now it is being 

revealed by the guidance of the Holy Spirit to the apostles, and they are imparting it (v. 13) to 

others—to us.  



 

ALL NATIONS BIBLE INSTITUTION & PROJECTS THE NATURAL VS THE SPIRITUAL – BY DANNYBOY PIETERSE 

 

ALL NATIONS BIBLE INSTITUTION & PROJECTS 

That brings us to today's text, verses 14–16.  

Breaking Down the Last Foothold of Boasting  

Paul has stressed in verses 9–13 that the wisdom of God is a gift from the Holy Spirit, not a 

product of the human mind. In other words we are dependent on the Holy Spirit and should not 

boast in man—not Paul or Apollos or Cephas. But might not someone boast in the ability to 

understand or receive this wisdom?  

A lot of people are willing to talk of salvation or revelation or wisdom as a gift of God, and give 

him the credit for it. But when it comes to the receiving of that salvation or revelation or wisdom, 

they are take credit for that themselves. And so a foothold for boasting is retained.  

But as long as I have meditated on verses 14–16, I cannot escape the impression that the reason 

these verses are written is to abolish that last refuge of self-reliance. Not only is the wisdom of 

God a gift because it comes through revelation (that's the point of verses 9–13a); it is also a gift 

because the ability to recognize it as wisdom and receive it is a work of the Holy Spirit.  

Interpreting Spiritual Truths to Spiritual People  

Paul ends verse 13 by saying that he interprets spiritual truths (which I take to mean "the wisdom 

of God," the revelation he has received from the Holy Spirit—which is why it is called 

spiritual)—he interprets spiritual truths to "those who possess the Spirit," or literally, "spiritual 

people." It's the same words used at the beginning of verse 15, "the spiritual (man)."  

In other words the last part of verse 13 seems to say that the only people who are willing and 

able to receive what Paul has to teach are spiritual people, that is, people who have the Holy 

Spirit.  

Verse 14–16 are written to confirm and explain that.  

Unpacking the Meaning of 2 Corinthians 2:14–16  

Let me try to take these phrases one at a time and unpack some of their meaning:  

"The unspiritual man does not receive the gifts of the Spirit of God."  

The unspiritual man is the natural man, the man who is merely human, who is not indwelt by the 

Holy Spirit. He does not receive the things of the Spirit, that is, he is unwilling to approve and 

welcome the wisdom of God revealed by the Spirit. Why? The verse goes on:  

 

 



 

ALL NATIONS BIBLE INSTITUTION & PROJECTS THE NATURAL VS THE SPIRITUAL – BY DANNYBOY PIETERSE 

 

ALL NATIONS BIBLE INSTITUTION & PROJECTS 

"For they are folly to him."  

This recalls 1:18, "The word of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing." And verse 

23, "We preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles."  

Paul has never left behind his main concern: the proud opposition in the human heart to the word 

of the cross. By nature (as natural people, without the Holy Spirit) we think the preaching of 

Christ crucified is foolish. This proves to be a great bondage to us, as the text goes on in verse 14 

to say:  

"And he is not able to understand them, because they are spiritually discerned."  

Notice the shift from "he does not" receive them to "he cannot" understand them. This is what I 

meant by bondage. Apart from the Holy Spirit, our moral character is so proud and so evil and so 

rebellious toward the humbling word of the cross that not only DO we not receive it, but we 

CANNOT, therefore, even grasp its true worth and significance. We are in bondage to the 

irrational impulses of pride, and the result is blindness to the truth and beauty of the cross.  

And the blindness is blameworthy. It is culpable blindness. The CANNOT of this verse does not 

remove moral accountability. The natural man is responsible to receive and trust in the the word 

of the cross, because the only thing holding him back is his blameworthy bent toward pride. And 

pride does not remove accountability.  

When it says at the end of verse 14 that the things of the Spirit of God are spiritually discerned, it 

means that what a natural man needs is the work of the Holy Spirit in his heart to liberate him 

from his irrational pride and free him to own up to the wisdom and power of the cross of Christ. 

Without the Spirit, we are so rebellious against the cross and against the Lord of glory that we 

will not and cannot recognize the truth and beauty of a crucified Christ.  

The Difference between the Natural and Spiritual Man  

That is the plight of the natural man. Now what is the difference between the natural man and the 

spiritual man? Look at 1:23–24. Without using the words "natural" and "spiritual," Paul 

describes the natural man and the spiritual man and what the difference in response to the gospel 

is:  

We preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles [that is the response 

of the natural man], but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God 

and the wisdom of God [that is the response of the spiritual man].  

But now what is the difference between these two people? Why does one respond to the gospel 

with rejection and the other with acceptance? Answer: One is called.  

So, putting these verses together with 2:14–16, we can say that the difference between those who 

receive the things of the Spirit and those who don't is that one is called and spiritual and one is 

not called and therefore natural. And I infer from this that the call of God is that act by which the 
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Spirit invades our life and overcomes the rebellion and pride that keeps us from seeing the truth 

and beauty of Christ.  

The Life of the Spiritual Man  

Verses 15–16 describe what a person does who receives that call and becomes spiritual by the 

invasion of the Spirit in their life. Let me paraphrase these two verses to try to bring out the 

meaning very quickly:  

The spiritual man, the person changed by the Spirit and called into fellowship with Christ, judges 

all things that is, he approves (not merely judges) all the things of the Spirit that he hears taught 

by the apostles or reads in their writings.  

But he himself is judged by one, that is, no natural man approves the faith and life of the spiritual 

man. Just as the cross and the glory of Christ is a foolishness to natural men, so those who love 

these things seem fools too. And so spiritual men are judged wrongly by the world.  

For who has known the mind of the Lord so as to instruct him? That is, no natural man, apart 

from the Holy Spirit has any access to the mind of God. Verse 11b: "No one comprehends the 

thoughts of God except the Spirit of God."  

Nevertheless, because the Spirit has been given to us, and has changed our proud rebellion into 

willing submission, we yearn for the unimaginable glory of God and we see the cross as the very 

wisdom and power of God. That is, we have the mind of Christ.  

How We Should Respond  

Now what should we do with this truth this morning?  

If you are among those who see in Christ and hear in the word of the cross the beauty and 

wisdom and power of God and cast yourself on it for hope and life and joy, then the point of the 

text for you is to increase your reliance on him—to remind you that your willingness to receive 

the things of the Spirit is a gift of God. It was he that overcame your rebellion and subdued your 

pride, and freed you to see the glory of the cross.  

But if you are still among those who do not embrace the cross as the very wisdom of God and 

who do not welcome the things of the Spirit into your life, then the point of the text for you is an 

urgent warning and invitation:  

 consider this morning what a hopeless condition you are in without Christ, 

 consider how perfectly suited the gospel is to your need, the Lord of glory dying in the 

place of sinners, 

 consider how dangerous it is to be held back by pride, 

 consider the unimaginably glorious future that God has for those who love him, 

 forsake pride, 
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 drop the props of self-exaltation, 

 look to Christ, believe, and be saved. 

  

 What does Paul mean when he writes of the 

natural man? 

  
 Question: "What does Paul mean when he writes of the natural man?" 

 

Answer: In 1 Corinthians 2:6-16, the natural man is compared to the spiritual man and 

the carnal man. Verse 14 says, “A natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of 

God, for they are foolishness to him; and he cannot understand them, because they are 

spiritually appraised” (NASB). This verse does not define the natural man, as such; 

rather, it uses the term to describe one who does not understand God’s words and 

thoughts. The one who can understand God’s words is a “spiritual” man (verse 15). 

 

Dr. Henry Morris, in the New Defender’s Study Bible, gives this comment on verse 14: 

“The ‘natural’ man, still unsaved, cannot appreciate spiritual truths. He must first 

understand Christ’s atoning sacrifice for him, but even that is ‘foolishness’ to him (1:18) 

until the Holy Spirit Himself convicts him of its reality (John 16:7-11).” Basically, the 

“natural” man is one who does not have the Holy Spirit residing within him. As Jesus 

said, “Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit” (John 3:6). 

 

Let’s look at some other uses in the Bible of the word natural. In Romans 11:21 we read, 

“For if God did not spare the natural branches, neither will He spare you.” In 1 

Corinthians 15:44-46, “It is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a 

natural body, then there is also a spiritual body. …However the spiritual is not first, but 

the natural; then the spiritual.” Ezekiel 44:31 speaks of a natural death. Daniel 10:8 

speaks of a natural color. James 1:23 speaks of a natural face, and James 3:15 states, 

“This wisdom is not that which comes down from above, but is earthly, natural, 

demonic.” 

 

In 1 Corinthians 2, Paul uses the word natural to refer to someone still in his original 

(sinful) state. The Greek word psuchikos (“natural”) can be defined as “animal,” as 

opposed to “spiritual.” Natural men are those who are occupied with the things of this 

material world to the exclusion of the things of God. They are led by instinct rather than 

by the Spirit of God. They intuitively choose sin over righteousness. They are the 

“pagans” Jesus refers to in Matthew 6:32 who only seek after the things of this world. 

 

The supernatural work of God is to change the natural man into a spiritual one. When a 

person trusts Christ, God exchanges what is natural (received from Adam) for what is 
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spiritual (received from Christ). “As in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive” 

(1 Corinthians 15:22). The Christian life is, therefore, a supernatural one. We do not walk 

according to the flesh but according to the Spirit (Romans 8:1). 

  

 The Difference Between “Natural Talents” and 

“Spiritual Gifts” 

 
 In the many years before I was a Christian, I used to hear believers talk about their 

“spiritual gifts”. They would describe their ability to sing or teach or perform a certain 

task, and for the life of me, these abilities merely sounded like “natural talents”. I came to 

the conclusion those wacky Christians just had a language all their own and a strong 

desire to see everything as a gift from God (when it could more easily be described in 

natural terms). When I became Christian myself, I began to recognize a number of 

abilities emerging or blossoming in my own life. Were these just latent talents, or was 

there something to this “spiritual gifting” stuff? Maybe it was time to take a second look 

at the issue of “spiritual gifts” and compare them to what I used to think of as “natural 

talents”. 

 Even before I started to look at the differences between “gifts” and “talents”, I recognized 

they all came from the same source. If we accept the premise that an all-powerful God is 

the creator of all matter and life, it is reasonable to conclude our abilities (even if we are 

inclined to attribute them to genetics or environment), must ultimately come from the 

source of genetics and environment: the God who created everything in the first place. 

We can squabble over whether something is a talent or a gift, but we need to be careful, 

as thoughtful Christians, not to exchange the two words as if they had identical meaning. 

They don’t. 

 If we accept the premise that an all-powerful God is the creator of all matter and life, it is 

reasonable to conclude our abilities must ultimately come from the God who created 

everything in the first place. Click To Tweet 

 Everyone has some sort of innate talent. You may not think that you are particularly 

talented, but if you take a closer look at yourself, you’ll discover there is some ability you 

possess in more abundance than others. Sure, there may be someone out there who is 

even better at this particular ability, but that’s not the point; you also have an increased 

ability in this area relative to your other skills and aptitudes. Maybe you’re a better 

athlete than musician, or maybe you’re a better artist than mathematician. You know 

where you are talented and where you are not. But how do you know if this particular 

ability you’re considering is a “natural talent” or a “spiritual gift”? Well, maybe we 

should start by looking at what the Bible has to say about spiritual gifts. Paul describes 

spiritual gifts in three places: 

 1 Corinthians 12:7-11 
But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. For to one 

is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, and to another the word of knowledge 

according to the same Spirit; to another faith by the same Spirit, and to another gifts of 

healing by the one Spirit, and to another the effecting of miracles, and to another 
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prophecy, and to another the distinguishing of spirits, to another various kinds of 

tongues, and to another the interpretation of tongues. But one and the same Spirit works 

all these things, distributing to each one individually just as He wills. 

 Romans 12:3-8 
For through the grace given to me I say to every man among you not to think more highly 

of himself than he ought to think; but to think so as to have sound judgment, as God has 

allotted to each a measure of faith. For just as we have many members in one body and 

all the members do not have the same function, so we, who are many, are one body in 

Christ, and individually members one of another. And since we have gifts that differ 

according to the grace given to us, let each exercise them accordingly: if prophecy, 

according to the proportion of his faith; if service, in his serving; or he who teaches, in 

his teaching; or he who exhorts, in his exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who 

leads, with diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness. 

 Ephesians 4:10-12 
He who descended is Himself also He who ascended far above all the heavens, that He 

might fill all things.) And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as 

evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the 

work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ; 

 Now some Christians look at these verses and wonder if the “gift list” described here is 

exhaustive. Are these the only abilities that are actually “spiritual gifts”? Are there any 

more? Well, considering the fact Paul wrote these three letters to three different groups of 

believers and did not routinely repeat the same list of gifts, it’s probably safe to assume 

there are additional spiritual gifts unlisted here. So the question is: “What are the 

differences between natural talents and spiritual gifts, and how might we recognize a 

spiritual gift when we see one?” Theologians might disagree with each other when 

talking about talents and gifts, but there are a number of seemingly obvious differences: 

 Talents Are Inherited / Gifts Are Received 
This is perhaps the biggest and most important difference. Natural talents are those 

abilities inherited from one’s parents and nurtured in the context of one’s family. We all 

know people who are talented and come from a long line of family members who share 

the same talent (consider, for example, the Matthews family in the NFL). If one member 

of such a family does not possess this shared talent, they typically will say something 

like, “I didn’t get the (insert talent here) gene”. Natural talents are just that: “natural”! 

They can be attributed to the natural genetic material existing within all of us, passed 

down from generation to generation. Spiritual gifts, on the other hand, come directly from 

the Spirit of God; that’s why they are called “gifts” in the first place! The “Spirit works 

all these things, distributing to each one individually just as He wills.” Natural talents are 

imparted at our natural birth; spiritual gifts are given when we are born again. 

 Talents Are Possessed by the Saved and Unsaved / Gifts Are Possessed by the Saved 
Everyone, whether they are a believer or a non-believer, has some sort of talent, but only 

believers have spiritual gifts. The Spirit of God resides in each and every believer, and 

“God has allotted to each a measure of faith,” and an ability transcending our natural 

talents. Because the Spirit of God is the source for spiritual gifts, we shouldn’t be 

surprised those who have God’s Spirit residing in them (those who are saved), would 

have more than natural talent; believers also have gifts of the Spirit: 

http://www.nytimes.com/2011/01/15/sports/football/15matthews.html?pagewanted=all&_r=0
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 The word of wisdom 

The word of knowledge 

Faith (extraordinary trust and surrender) 

Gifts of healing 

The effecting of miracles 

Prophecy 

The distinguishing of spirits 

Tongues 

The interpretation of tongues 

Service 

Teaching 

Exhortation 

Giving 

Leadership 

Mercy 

Apostleship 

Evangelism 

Pastoral care 

 A number of spiritual gifts listed here sound a lot like natural talents. After all, don’t you 

know a non-Christian who is a talented leader or teacher? Non-believers can be very 

talented in some of these areas without having been given a gift of the Spirit. But in 

addition to the gifts that sound like talents possessed by non-believers, there are others on 

the list that seem specific to the lives of believers. Believers have many natural talents, 

but in addition to these talents, they are also gifted by God. 

 Talents Are Developed and Expected / Gifts Are Matured and Surprising 
Let’s say you are a talented leader and you then become a Christian. If God decides to 

use you in some role of leadership, you just may find your talent is greatly multiplied 

when God also gives you the spiritual gift of leadership. You may now discover your 

leadership skills are above and beyond anything you were capable of doing prior to being 

saved. God has a tendency to surprise us in this way. We can all develop our natural 

talents with hard work and perseverance; we practice and train and along the way we can 

achieve the expected results. Spiritual gifts, on the other hand, are increased as we mature 

in our relationship with God: 

 Ephesians 4:14-16 
As a result, we are no longer to be children, tossed here and there by waves, and carried 

about by every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, by craftiness in deceitful 

scheming; but speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him, who 

is the head, even Christ, from whom the whole body, being fitted and held together by 

that which every joint supplies, according to the proper working of each individual part, 

causes the growth of the body for the building up of itself in love. 

 When we have been gifted by God to accomplish something, we should expect the 

unexpected. As we mature in our relationship with God, he will surprise us by gifting us 

beyond our natural talent. 

 Talents Can Be Used Selfishly / Gifts Are Used to Serve God’s Purposes 
The Bible clearly tells us that spiritual gifts are given to us for a specific reason. While 

we may find ourselves using our natural talent to serve our own selfish interests and 
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desires, spiritual gifts have been given to us by God “for the common good” and to the 

glory of God; they are given to us so we can give them back to God as we serve His 

purpose of building the family of believers. Spiritual gifts are given to us so all of us can 

perform “the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ”. That’s why all of 

us are gifted in some way by God. We’re not supposed to sit and watch the pastor do the 

work, we are supposed to get out and use the gifts God has given us. 

 Natural talents are the result of our genetic inheritance and the training resulting from our 

family environment. They are possessed by both believers and non-believers, and they 

can be used to serve God or serve ourselves. Spiritual gifts are given to us by the Spirit of 

God once we have been saved. They blossom as we mature in our faith and they are used 

to glorify God as we serve others and build the family of God. 

 For more information about the reliability of the New Testament gospels and the case for 

Christianity, please read Cold-Case Christianity: A Homicide Detective Investigates the 

Claims of the Gospels. This book teaches readers ten principles of cold-case 

investigations and applies these strategies to investigate the claims of the gospel authors. 

The book is accompanied by an eight-session Cold-Case Christianity DVD 

Set (and Participant’s Guide) to help individuals or small groups examine the evidence 

and make the case. 

 J. Warner Wallace is a Dateline featured Cold-Case Detective, Senior Fellow at 

the Colson Center for Christian Worldview, Adj. Professor of Christian Apologetics at 

Talbot School of Theology, Biola University, author of Cold-Case Christianity, God’s 

Crime Scene, and Forensic Faith, and creator of the Case Makers Academy for kids 
 

Bible Definitions: Natural Man, Spiritual Man, Carnal 

Man 

When it comes to the study of humans, nearly every public college has courses on anthropology. 

Anthropology is a term that has its roots in Latin and Greek words that combine Anthropos- and -

logy to mean the study of humans. It is not a surprise that the vast majority of anthropology courses 

focus on humanistic characteristics and traits while at the same time ignoring the Biblical teaching 

on the same. For this reason, an introductory study of the three classification of humans: the natural 

man, Spiritual man, and carnal man will help us to keep things in Biblical perspective. 

What does man say about the characteristics and traits of 

humans? 

Depending on whom you talk to, anthropology is generally considered to be the study of human 

origins, races, classifications, relationships, physical character, nature, and culture of humans. 

Generally speaking, anthropologists believe that modern humans evolved along three general 

human evolutionary races that share distinctive physical traits. The original terms for these three 

races were Caucasoid, Mongoloid, and Negroid based on perceived traits and geographical origins. 

http://amzn.to/2AW8bc5
http://amzn.to/2AW8bc5
https://amzn.to/2yoRGAW
https://amzn.to/2yoRGAW
https://amzn.to/2z8aDvu
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/J._Warner_Wallace
https://www.nbcnews.com/pages/search/?q=%22jim+wallace%22
http://www.breakpoint.org/
https://www.biola.edu/apologetics
https://www.biola.edu/apologetics
http://amzn.to/2AW8bc5
http://amzn.to/2kAroVD
http://amzn.to/2kAroVD
http://amzn.to/2Bvkyv4
http://www.casemakersacademy.com/
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Charles Darwin probably is one of the best-known people who wrote and taught about this topic. 

This includes basic beliefs, languages, societies, biology, and cultures along with their sub-topics. 

What does the Bible say about the characteristics and traits 

of humans? 

In nearly every category, the Bible teaches a completely different view of human origins, races, 

languages, societies, biology, and culture. However, instead of dividing humans into three main 

races, humans are of one human race, that was created in the image of God (Genesis 1:26-28). 

Because of this, all other aspects of humanity are derived from this fact. 

Biblically speaking, all humans have a body, a spirit, and a soul. We see the origins of these three 

as follows: 

These are the generations of the heavens and of the earth when they were created, in the day that 

the LORD God made the earth and the heavens, And every plant of the field before it was in the 

earth, and every herb of the field before it grew: for the LORD God had not caused it to rain upon 

the earth, and there was not a man to till the ground. But there went up a mist from the earth, and 

watered the whole face of the ground. And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, 

and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul. (Genesis 2:4-7) 

In this passage, we see that God formed the body of man out of the dust of the ground. Scientists 

tell us that about 99.85% of the human body is made up of the elements of oxygen, carbon, 

hydrogen, nitrogen, calcium, phosphorus, potassium, sulfur, sodium, chlorine, magnesium, and 

sulfur. All of these elements are found in the earth and atmosphere (1). We also see that man has 

the spirit of life given to him by God. We see reference to this human spirit in numerous places in 

Scripture (See Genesis 45:27; Deuteronomy 2:30; Joshua 5:1; Psalms 51:17; Proverbs 18:14; Luke 

1:47; Luke 2:40; John 6:63; 1 Corinthians 7:34; 1 Thessalonians 5:23; James 2:26). Finally, we 

see that when God breathed the spirit of life into man’s body, he became a living soul. We also see 

this referenced in Scripture (1 Thessalonians 5:23; Hebrews 4:12). 

What does the Bible say about the Spiritual traits of man? 

While we can readily compare the human traits of man with the Biblical teaching of the same, 

there is one area that human anthropology discounts and does not acknowledge. That is the 

Spiritual anthropology of man, which is the study of Man’s spiritual origins and condition in 

relation to God’s Holy Spirit. The Bible describes three such traits (1 Corinthians 2:6-3:1): 

1. The Natural Man: He is born into the human family and lives in his natural state without 

being a child of God (John 3:1-8; Galatians 3:26; 1 John 2:22-23; 1 John 3:9-10; 1 John 

4:3; 1 John 1:7). He does not have the Holy Spirit of God in Him and lives his life driven 

by three human motivators: the lust of the flesh, lust of the eyes, and pride (1 John 2:15-

17). He is unable to know, much less understand the deep things of God, because He does 

not have the Spirit of God in Him that gives Him Spiritual wisdom. Therefore, He 

https://www.whatchristianswanttoknow.com/how-do-christians-explain-evolution/
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considers Spiritually Godly things to be foolishness and rejects God and His Word, which 

results in His destruction and rejection by God from having eternal life with God 

(Romans 1:18-32; 1 Corinthians 2:11, 14; James 1:23-24; 1 Thessalonians 2:13-16; 1 

Peter 2:9-17; Revelation 14:9-10). 

2. The Spiritual Man: He is one that is born again into God’s family and lives in a Spiritual 

state. Unlike the natural man, he does have the Holy Spirit in him, Whom he received at 

the moment of salvation when he trusted Christ as his Savior. He is born again as a child 

of God by his faith in Christ (Galatians 3:26). He is able to know the deep things of God 

because the Holy Spirit has revealed them to Him (Isaiah 11:2; Daniel 2:19-23; 1 

Corinthians 2:4, 9-11; Ephesians 1:15-22). Because he has the Spirit of God in him, he has 

a new nature that is not driven by the lust of the flesh, lust of the eyes, and pride (Romans 

5:5-9; 2 Corinthians 5:16-19; Galatians 6:15). Because He is born again by trusting Christ 

as His Savior, He will be saved from God’s wrath to spend an eternity with God (Psalms 

2:2; Romans 1:18; Romans 5:9; Ephesians 5:6; 1 Thessalonians 1:10; 1 Thessalonians 

2:13-16). 

3. The Carnal Man: He is one that is born again into God’s family, but lives and behaves as 

a man in a natural state living according to his carnal or fleshly desires. Instead of following 

the leading of the Holy Spirit, he chooses to allow the lust of the eyes, lust of the flesh, and 

pride tempt him, which produces ungodly works and the inability to grow in Spiritual 

maturity and discernment (Romans 7:14-25; 1 Corinthians 3:1-14). Only by immersing 

himself in the Word of God and putting off the works of the flesh can he abstain from his 

fleshly lusts and live a life that is pleasing to God and serves as a glorification of God 

before unbelievers (1 Peter 2:11-12). Sadly, the carnal man often claims he is a Christian, 

but demonstrates to the world that Christians are no different than anyone else. 

Conclusion 

It is clear from Scripture that of all the studies that can be made about man, it is only these three 

Spiritual traits that have eternal significance. All other aspects of humanity cease to have any 

impact or meaning at the moment of death. Therefore, the Natural Man is born into the human 

family and lives in his natural state without being a child of God. The Spiritual Man is one that is 

born again into God’s family and lives in a Spiritual state. And the Carnal Man is one that is born 

again into God’s family, but lives and behaves as a man in a natural state living according to his 

carnal or fleshly desires. Only by the Holy Spirit of God can any of these three be conformed to 

the image of Christ (Romans:9-26-29). 
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Truth versus Deception 

Rebellion: Satan’s Open Door 

In the bright light of truth and in the sight of the all-seeing Creator, rebellion is viewed and 

judged as the sin of witchcraft, because it is filled with demonic darkness!”  

— 1 Samuel 15:23  

Almighty God proclaimed, “A horrible and shocking thing has happened … My people have 

exchanged their glorious God for worthless idols” (Jeremiah 5:30, 2:11). Due to Satan’s cunning 

deception, Adam and Eve exchanged their Heavenly Father’s abiding presence and glory for 

what they wanted, which became the sin of prideful rebellion and idolatry. When we seek to 

fulfill our selfish desires and ambitions, Satan succeeds in taking our focus and obedience away 

from our Father. Consequently, this leads to rebellion and idolatry in the sight of a holy “jealous 

God” (Exodus 34:14). It is written, “If you have ... selfish ambition in your heart, do not be 

arrogant and so lie against the truth. This wisdom is not that which comes down from above, 

but is … demonic” (James 3:14-15). In this single act of presumptuous rebellion, in asserting 

their free will, Adam and Eve were actually doing the will of Satan who tempted and deceived 

them to covet and reach out to partake of the “forbidden fruit” (Genesis 3:6). “Cursed is the man 

who ... makes flesh his strength, and whose heart turns away from God.” “Blessed is the man [or 

woman] who trusts in the Lord” and “delights to do His will” (Jeremiah 17:5, Psalm 40:8).  

The sin of pride, presumption, and rebellion led Adam and Eve on an utmost destructive path. 

Let us take heed to the Holy One’s words of warning, it is written, “For rebellion is as the sin of 

witchcraft, and stubbornness [presumption] is as iniquity and idolatry” (1 Samuel 15:23). 

Simply put, idolatry is an inevitable occurrence when we do things our own way, replacing 

obedience to Almighty God by exalting our self as the god of our lives; this leads to rebellion 

against the Holy Spirit. In the bright light of truth and in the sight of the all-seeing Creator, 

rebellion is viewed and judged as the sin of witchcraft, because it is filled with demonic 

darkness! Our casual and flippant sin nature leads to rebellion, which always opens the door for 

Satan and his demons to enter as a thief to “steal and kill and destroy” (John 10:10). This is what 

happened in the Garden when Adam and Eve rebelled, the door was opened for Satan to 

perpetuate sin like a spiritual wildfire destroying generation after generation. 

“Yahveh’s words are uncompromisingly true; they are to be wholeheartedly sought and humbly 

obeyed. They are not to be doubted, debated, or distorted.  

It is written, “God is not man, that he should lie, or a son of man, that he should change his 

mind” (Numbers 23:19). Yahveh’s words are uncompromisingly true; they are to be 

wholeheartedly sought and humbly obeyed. They are not to be doubted, debated, or distorted. 

Satan is the devil and our Savior called him “the father of lies” (John 8:44). The Enemy has not 

changed his mind or his strategies, his tactics have worked successfully since the Garden of Eden 

speaking these infamous words, “Did God really say?” (Genesis 3:1) This is one of his cunning 
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strategies that undermines unwavering faith in the Holy God and Savior’s existence and 

obedience to His Biblically recorded words. Satan knows “his time is short and he is raging” 

more than ever; he and his demonic agents have an insatiable appetite for souls (Revelation 

12:12). The Word says, he “eats my people like bread” and at the top of the list he goes after the 

Almighty’s children as in the Garden of Eden (Psalm 14:4). The arch-enemy of our souls tempts, 

deceives, and leads multitudes of humanity, including a growing percentage of Christians, into 

rebellion; opening the doorway for his diabolical victory over the masses who fall prey to his 

demonic strategies.  

Through Satan’s rebellion in heaven and Adam and Eve’s rebellion in the Garden, all of us are 

born with the inherited disobedient, rebellious sin nature. Apart from the all wise leadership of 

the Holy Spirit, the unrepentant inherited self nature continually and casually does what is 

natural. In turn, self-nature carelessly gives no thought to its actions and the motivating desires 

of the heart. The obedient remnant who have “saving faith” in the redeeming blood of our 

Savior, becomes supernatural because they are “born again” “new creations” (Ephesians 2:8-9, 

John 3:3, 2 Corinthians 5:17). Yahshua (Jesus) said, “whom the Son sets free is free indeed” 

(John 8:36). He set us free by “destroying the works of the Enemy” over our lives, giving us the 

grace and power through the Holy Spirit to “fight the good fight of faith”, against the natural sin 

nature, the god of self and Satan “the ruler and god of this world” (1 Timothy 6:12, John 12:31, 

2 Corinthians 4:4). 

“Satan vengefully seeks “to deceive and destroy, if possible, even the elect” children of God”  

— Matthew 24:24  

When we intentionally or unintentionally rebel against our God and Savior’s commandments - 

although it may seem harmless to us - it is disobedience leading to rebellion. As a result, this 

rebellion gives Satan and his demons a wide open door to enter into our lives to do as much 

destruction as possible. So many people are in utter dismay wondering, “What’s happening to 

my life, to my loved ones, to the people all around me, and to humanity? What has gone wrong, 

where are the blessings, why all this chaos, and why is everything falling apart?” The answer is 

REBELLION! It is as witchcraft allowing demonic spirits to have freedom to rob us of the 

promised blessings and to replace them with the decreed curses and judgments upon all sin and 

rebellion. Yahveh the holy God made it unmistakably clear that blessings and curses are 

dependent on our obedience to His commandments. In Deuteronomy 28 there are sixty-eight 

verses in total amplifying the Almighty’s sovereignty to reward obedience and to judge 

disobedience and rebellion. There are fourteen versus with multiple glorious promised blessings 

to “the called chosen and faithful” redeemed (Deuteronomy 28:1-14, Revelation 17:14). Yahveh 

proclaims His righteous indignation through fifty-four verses with numerous unimaginable 

dreadful curses (Deuteronomy 28:15-68). “Our God is a consuming fire” who hates sin, and 

consumes His rebellious enemies. Apostle Paul puts some exclamation points on this for us, “For 

if we go on sinning willfully after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains 

a sacrifice for sins, but a terrifying expectation of judgment … It is a terrifying thing to fall into 

the hands of the living God” (Hebrews 10:26-27,31).  
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“Our Savior gives His redeemed remnant a sober warning to keep a vigilant watch over their 

blood purchased lives because Satan is a furious loser and does not easily surrender to the 

Savior’s victory over our souls.  

Our Savior gives His redeemed remnant a sober warning to keep a vigilant watch over their 

blood purchased lives because Satan is a furious loser and does not easily surrender to the 

Savior’s victory over our souls. He vengefully seeks “to deceive [and destroy] if possible, even 

the elect”, children of God (Matthew 24:24). Yahshua (Jesus) gives us this important teaching, 

“When an impure [unholy] spirit comes out of a person it goes … seeking rest and does not find 

it. Then it says, ‘I will return to the house I left.’ When it arrives, it finds the house swept clean 

and put in order [through the blood purifying us from our repentant sins] …” When we are freed 

through the Savior’s sacrificial blood cleansing our repentant hearts, the demonic strongholds are 

cast out of our lives. However, if we do not fill our minds, hearts, and lives with righteous 

obedience to our God and Savior’s commandments, then our “houses” are left vacant. Yahshua 

(Jesus) warned, that Satan and his demons will bring “seven other spirits more wicked than 

itself, and they go in and live there and the final condition of that person is worse than the first” 

(Luke 11:24-26). Apostle Peter gives further emphasis to this reality, “For if, after they have 

escaped the defilements of the world by the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Yahshua Messiah 

[Jesus Christ], they are again entangled in them [sin] and are overcome, the last state has 

become worse for them than the first” (2 Peter 2:20). These biblical warnings should activate the 

“fear of Yahveh God” in us, leading to wisdom, which compels us to “work out our salvation 

with fear and trembling” (Proverbs 9:10, Philippians 2:12). “Therefore, to one who knows the 

right thing to do [according to His Word] and does not do it, to him it is sin” (James 4:17). We 

have been delivered out of this world so that we can “walk in a [holy] manner worthy of the 

Lord”. It is eternally vital that we are focused on “fighting the good fight of faith” over our sin 

nature, Satan “the ruler of this world”, and his unceasing enticement of the “love of the world” 

which “makes us an enemy to Yahveh God” (Colossians 1:10, 1 Timothy 6:12, John 14:30, 1 

John 2:15, James 4:4). 

“Demonic powers and principalities can only gain access through Satan’s deception, temptation, 

and sin. This opens the doorway called rebellion through which these demonic powers have 

freedom to ravage our lives.  

It is important to reemphasize the background of rebellion, which began the war in heaven when 

Lucifer pridefully rose up in revolt against the rulership of the Almighty God and Creator. The 

devil lost the battle and was cast down to earth with other rebellious angels who became demonic 

entities (Revelation 12:7-9). Satan craftily worked through the serpent, to deceive Adam and Eve 

by tempting them to rebel against Almighty God in order to cunningly steal their sovereignly 

decreed rulership over the earth (Genesis 3:1, Genesis 1:26). Rebellion is the same as witchcraft 

because it comes from one source and that is Satan and his many demonic cohorts. Apostle Paul 

makes it clear in Ephesians 6 that we are in a continual battlefront where Satan and his demons 

are trying to find an open door into our redeemed blood washed lives. “For our struggle is not 

against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this 

darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places” (Ephesians 6:12). 

These demonic powers and principalities can only gain access through Satan’s deception, 

temptation, and sin; opening the doorway called rebellion through which they have freedom to 
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ravage our lives. It is written, “Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the devil prowls around 

like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour” (1 Peter 5:8). 

“May we not be ignorant of the Word of God and Satan’s deception so that we are not 

unknowingly lead into rebellion against our holy God and Savior”  

Yahshua (Jesus) cautions us, “if the head of the house had known at what time of the night the 

thief was coming, he would have been on the alert and would not have allowed his house to be 

broken into” (Luke 12:39). May we not be ignorant of the Word of God and Satan’s deception so 

that we are not unknowingly lead into rebellion against our holy God and Savior. Our Messiah’s 

words before His crucifixion are important for all of us to hear and heed, "Keep watching and 

praying that you may not come into temptation; the spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak" (Mark 

14:38). As we work out our salvation, the Holy Spirit who is helping us to become more spiritual 

and less carnal, will continue to convict us of our iniquities one by one. When we humbly repent 

and are forgiven and covered in the blood, we become more pure and holy because that 

confessed sin is forgiven. Yahshua (Jesus) says to us regarding that transaction in the Spirit, “go 

and sin no more” and do not “give the devil a foothold” in your life (John 8:11, Ephesians 4:27).  

Do not take lightly such a great salvation by going back to sin that has been mercifully forgiven 

and covered with our Savior’s blood. If we do return to habitually sinning, this is rebellion, an 

open door for Satan and seven worse demonic spirits to return and reestablish a stronghold over, 

in, and through our lives (Hebrews 2:3, Matthew 12:45). A cheap confession of faith and the 

hypocritical lip service of being a Christian is not sufficient as a lock and bolt to keep the door 

closed to Satan. Only obedience in turning from our confessed sin to righteousness will keep the 

wicked thief from reentering. The good news is Yahshua (Jesus) is the blessed thief who is 

coming for His purchased “treasured possession”, the righteous remnant who are “redeeming the 

time” and are diligently “working out their salvation” (1 Peter 2:9, Exodus 19:5, Ephesians 5:16, 

Philippians 2:12). This precious obedient remnant is living a righteous life, “looking for the 

blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Messiah Yahshua 

[Christ Jesus], who gave Himself for us to redeem us from every lawless deed, and to purify for 

Himself a people for His own possession” a holy people, “zealous for good deeds” (Revelation 

3:3, 1 Thessalonians 5:3, 1 Peter 2:9, Exodus 19:5, Titus 2:13-14). 
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Holy discipleship training Series 

There is a major paradigm shift, a dramatic change coming on the earth and in the spirit”  

In this dramatic stage of world history, we are in the prophesied time of “wars and rumors of 

wars”, approaching the final days when “peace will be taken from the earth” (Matthew 24:6, 

Revelation 6:4). In the calm before the storm, so many believers are preoccupied with the world, 

motivated by selfish ambition and desires, causing them to be unfit and unprepared for the 

coming holy King and His kingdom.  

There is a major paradigm shift, a dramatic change coming on the earth and in the Spirit. Our 

Savior sacrificially poured out His holy blood, to redeem a “people for God’s own possession.” 

Listen to Apostle Paul’s words, “I implore you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling with 

which you have been called”. In order to be pleasing in our Savior’s sight, we must make a 

paradigm shift, out of our self will and it’s preoccupations and desires for the things of this 

passing world (1 Peter 2:9, Ephesians 4:1). 

“There is a rampant move of deception, which has ushered in the prophesied “great apostasy”, a 

radical departure from biblical truth within much of Christianity”  

— 2 Thessalonians 2:3  

Yahshua (Jesus) clearly stated that Satan is “the god and ruler of this world” and he “comes to 

deceive” the inhabitants of the earth. “The serpent of old, the devil” has “great wrath, knowing 

that he has only a short time” (2 Corinthians 4:4, John 12:31, Revelation 12:9,12, 20:2). There is 

a rampant move of deception, which has ushered in the prophesied “great apostasy”, a radical 

departure from biblical truth within much of Christianity (2 Thessalonians 2:3). Satan’s cunning 

undetected strategies have led multitudes of professing believers away from the “narrow path”, 

the “Highway of Holiness” that leads to life, onto the “broad path that leads to destruction” 

(Isaiah 35:8, Matthew 7:13). It is essential that we eagerly seek uncompromised truth and 

prayerfully acquire clarity of “spiritual vision” and “ears to hear what the Spirit is saying” 

(Ephesians 1:18, Revelation 2:7,29).  

We must have discernment to distinguish truth from deception. Without this, we will veer off the 

Almighty’s narrow holy path, falling prey to Satan’s schemes and deceptions, rather than 

keeping in step with our righteous Savior. It is important to recognize that we are in an unseen 

spiritual battle. The battle lines are distinctly drawn: 

1. The Almighty God and Savior versus Satan 

2. The Holy Spirit versus the Unholy Self Flesh Nature 

3. God’s will versus Man’s will 

4. Truth versus Deception 
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5. Heaven versus Hell 

The war begins and rages within our own souls and we must “fight the good fight of faith” in 

order to have victory by the Spirit over our sinful self nature (1Timothy 6:12). Apostle Paul 

cautions us, “make no provision for the flesh” because the “flesh sets its desire against the Spirit, 

and the Spirit against the flesh; for these are in opposition to one another” (Romans 13:14, 

Galatians 5:17). We must be vigilantly on guard, lest we end up on the wrong side of the battle 

line, unknowingly deceived and following the wrong leader. Yahshua (Jesus) said, “Take heed 

that no one deceives you”! (Matthew 24:4) 

“Tick tock, tick tock, time is quickly fleeting away! “Work out your salvation with fear and 

trembling” in an accelerated unwavering manner”  

— Philippians 2:12  

Tick tock, tick tock, time is quickly fleeting away! Our righteous Savior is urging His 

redeemed remnant saying, “work out your salvation with fear and trembling” in an accelerated 

unwavering manner. It is written, “How will we escape if we neglect so great a salvation?” 

(Philippians 2:12, Hebrews 2:3) We are all so easily distracted with the daily preoccupations and 

cares of the here and now of this passing world with its unceasing temptations and enticing pulls. 

We must wisely choose to have foresight and not hindsight regarding our lives here on earth. 

These choices will effect our eternity. It is time to quickly shift the focus of our lives from the 

here and now of this fallen world to the here after, above in the kingdom of heaven. It is written 

for our eternal well-being, “Do not love the world nor the things in the world. If anyone loves the 

world, the love of the Father is not in him.” Therefore, dear ones “… set your affection on things 

above, not on things on the earth” (1John 2:15, Colossians 3:2). 

As prophesied throughout the entire Scripture, the here and now in this world is going to be 

“shaken” and disrupted, and “the elements will be destroyed with intense heat, and the earth and 

its works will be burned up” (Hebrews 12:27, 2Peter 3:10). Our holy God and Savior’s righteous 

indignation and desolating judgments will fall on sinful humanity. Those who call themselves 

“Christians” yet continue to seek their own will, desiring to please themselves and others, make 

themselves an enemy to the very One they profess to know and love. Yahshua (Jesus) said, “If 

you love Me, obey Me” and He clearly stated, “Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' will 

enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven will 

enter” (John 14:15, Matthew 7:21). Yahveh God is holy, and “without holiness no one will see 

the Lord.” It is written for our warning, “it is time for judgment to begin with the household of 

God” (Hebrews 12:14, 1Peter 4:7). 

“For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Messiah, so that each one may be 

recompensed for his deeds in the body, according to what he has done, whether good [originating 

from the Holy Spirit] or bad [originating from the self flesh nature]” (2 Corinthians 5:10). The 

foolish will inevitably find themselves at the judgment seat of God overcome with hindsight. 

They were negligent and unprepared to meet the holy “Lawgiver and Judge” (Isaiah 33:22, 

James 4:12). The temporary distractions and the desires for the passing joys of the here and now, 
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in their brief stay on earth, will bring the horrifying verdict which will lead to unceasing sorrows 

and anguish in the eternal here after! 

“The wise are redeeming the time with foresight focused on the heavenly hereafter”  

“The fear of the Lord Yahveh is the beginning of wisdom” (Proverbs 9:10). The wise are 

redeeming the time with foresight focused on the heavenly hereafter. They are diligently “trying 

to learn what is pleasing to the Lord” as they wholeheartedly cultivate an intimate, obedient, and 

prayerful relationship with their beloved Savior (Ephesians 5:10). At this late midnight hour, “if 

you hear His voice, do not harden your hearts”; the fulfillment of prophesy and the Messiah’s 

return and righteous kingdom are near (Hebrews 3:15). We must prayerfully stay alert and 

vigilant, having eyes to see with spiritual foresight and ears to hear the urgent wake up call. 

The mighty angels in heaven are crying out, “Fear God, and give Him glory”! “Let the one who 

does wrong continue to do wrong; let the vile person continue to be vile; let the one who does 

right continue to do right; and let the holy person continue to be holy” (Revelation 14:7, 22:11). 

Our beloved Savior is crying out, “Look, I am coming soon! My reward is with Me, and I will 

give to each person according to what they have done” (Revelation 22:11-12). The holy remnant, 

prepared as a “bride” in waiting, is crying out with longing and eager expectation, “Even so, 

come, Master Yahshua [Lord Jesus]” COME! (Revelation 19:7, 22:20)  

 

The Kingdom of Heaven is Near 

- Matthew 10:7 

We, at It’s Midnight Ministries, pray that you will be mightily blessed and spiritually challenged 

to “grow up in your salvation” (1 Peter 2:2). Yahshua (Jesus) came to set us free from captivity 

to our sinful self-nature and its vulnerability to the deceptive pulls of Satan and this world. He 

came “proclaiming the good news [the gospel] of the kingdom of God” (Luke 4:43). Our Savior 

began His ministry saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand” (Matthew 4:17). He 

warned and cautioned the people, “You … must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an 

hour you do not expect.” “Strive to enter through the narrow door; for many, I tell you, will seek 

to enter [the kingdom] and will not be able.” You must “watch out that you are not deceived” 

(Luke 12:40,13:24, 21:8).  

This entire ongoing series will be most beneficial for all, who at any cost, desire a biblically 

sound and victorious holy walk following the Savior on the “straight and narrow path” that leads 

to the kingdom of heaven. The power of the Spirit of truth and grace throughout these teachings 

will mightily equip you to “fight the good fight of faith”, to seek and do the will of our God and 

Savior, to be found pleasing in His holy sight, and spiritually prepared and eagerly awaiting the 

kingdom of heaven (1Timothy 6:12). 
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 These teachings are designed for both individual and group studies; continual additions will be 

posted regularly. For those who want to use it for group study here are a few helpful suggestions:  

1. To read and study the teachings in consecutive order as they are continually 

presented and posted. This allows the Holy Spirit to build a solid foundation of truth 

by which to establish us on the unshakable rock of Yahshua (Jesus).  

2. It is helpful to let each person participate by taking turns reading. 

3. Ask the Holy Spirit to lead you in discussion regarding what you have read. 

4. Always end by humbling yourself in prayer, taking turns to pray as each is led. 

Again, ask the Holy Spirit to help each of you to comprehend and integrate the truth 

of His word into your daily walk, “so that you will walk in a manner worthy of the 

Lord, to please Him in all respects, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing 

in the knowledge of God” (Colossians 1:10). 

Additionally, it would be an added benefit during your daily personal fellowship with the Savior 

to look up the Scripture verses that were emphasized in the teachings. This will help reinforce 

and engrave the truth on your heart; as it is written, “I have hidden Your word in my heart that I 

might not sin against You” (Psalm 119:11). Yahshua (Jesus) said, “Heaven and earth will pass 

away, but My words will not pass away” (Matthew 24:35). “According to His promise we are 

looking for new heavens and a new earth, in which righteousness dwells. Therefore, beloved, 

since you look for these things, be diligent to be found by Him in peace, spotless and blameless 

…” (2 Peter 3:13-14). 

Truth Versus Deception - Overview 

“The Holy Spirit is magnifying the light of biblical truth and bringing a vitally important 

awareness of Satan’s deception and wicked strategies”  

Throughout this work, the Holy Spirit is magnifying the light of biblical truth as well as bringing 

a vitally important awareness of Satan’s deception and wicked strategies, which began in the 

Garden of Eden and will continue throughout human history until the conclusion of this age. The 

end of all things is near and the Holy Spirit is sounding a mighty shofar (trumpet) blast warning 

us, “Seek truth and do not be deceived!” It is written, Satan “who deceives the whole world; was 

thrown down to the earth … Woe to the earth”! (Revelation 12:9,12). Apostle Paul urges us, “not 

to be ignorant of his schemes lest he have an advantage over us” and we unknowingly become 

his victims who are enslaved again to sin (see 2Corinthians 2:11, see John 8:34).  

The hour is late; so many believers have grown weary, sleepy, and “lukewarm” in their spiritual 

walks (Revelation 3:16). They are swerving in and out of the truth and out of the will of Yahveh 

the Almighty God. The Holy Spirit is proclaiming, “Awake, O Sleeper”, your “redemption is 

drawing near” (Ephesians 5:14, Luke 21:28). Knowing that time is short “…you also be ready, 

for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect” (Matthew 24:44). Therefore we must 
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“work out our salvation with fear and trembling” “making the most of our time because the days 

are evil. So then do not be foolish, but understand what the will of Yahshua [Jesus] is” 

(Philippians 2:12, Ephesians 5:16-17). It is written, “How will we escape if we neglect so great a 

salvation” paid in full through the sacrificial outpoured blood of our beloved Messiah (Hebrews 

2:3).  

“At the close of the age, instead of a growing harvest of righteousness for our Father’s glory, we 

are witnessing an increasing unrighteous harvest of shriveled fruit”  

So many profess to know and love the Savior, yet they live apart from His Holy Spirit because 

they are more interested in gratifying the desires of their flesh. You cannot simultaneously live in 

the Spirit and in the flesh; they “are in opposition to one another” (Galatians 5:17). One of 

Satan’s primary strategies has successfully led to the rise of many deceived, compromised, self-

pleasing believers and congregations, who are devoid of the presence of the Holy Spirit. At the 

close of the age, instead of a growing harvest of righteousness for our Father’s glory, we are 

witnessing an increasing unrighteous harvest of shriveled fruit. There is a lack of holy fruit 

because many are living in the flesh for the here and now. They are stockpiling their treasures 

here on earth rather than having their focus and desire for the here after; investing their lives in 

spiritual treasures in the kingdom of heaven. Yahshua (Jesus) cautions us, “… where your 

treasure is, there your heart will be also” (Matthew 6:21).  

“The Tempter’s successful agenda keeps many believers distracted and preoccupied so that their 

self centered flesh nature, instead of decreasing, is becoming self-indulged and increasing”  

In the Holy Bible, our Savior refers to the Devil as the “god and ruler of this world” 

(2Corinthians 4:4, John 12:30). The Tempter’s successful agenda keeps many believers 

distracted and preoccupied so that their self centered flesh nature, instead of decreasing, is 

becoming self-indulged and increasing. The self-nature does not seek or do the will of the Father 

and this causes sin that separates us from Him Who is the Holy God. Yahshua (Jesus) said, Satan 

“comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I came that they may have life, and have it 

abundantly” (John 10:10). Our Savior living in and through us is the true abundant life. Our 

personal relationship with Him is the joy that surpasses all the joys of this world. As we choose 

to seek and do His will and to deny our flesh, we will become more acclimated to live in the 

Spirit, who is urging us to grow into holy union with Yahshua (Jesus). This personal intimate 

relationship with our righteous Redeemer is the true abundant life that Yahshua died to give us.  

“It is written, “flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God”, therefore there is no eternal 

lasting joy that comes from the flesh”  

— 1Corinthians 15:50  

It is with our free will that we choose to “work out our salvation with fear and trembling” 

(Philippians 2:12). This process keeps us on the “narrow path” that leads to abundant life in the 

Spirit to become more holy as He is holy. It is written, “without holiness no one will see the Lord 

[Yahshua/Jesus]” (Hebrews 12:14). “The flesh profits nothing” it can never produce spiritual 

holiness (John 6:63). True righteousness is a by-product of our Savior’s indwelling Spirit that 
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compels us to seek and obey His will. It is written, “flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom 

of God”, therefore there is no eternal lasting joy that comes from the flesh (1Corinthians 15:50). 

Yahshua (Jesus) said to His disciples, “If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, 

and take up his cross and follow Me”. Apostle Paul adds, “… make no provision for the flesh” 

(see Matthew 16:24, Romans 13:14).  

The truth is, the more we indulge ourselves the more we starve the Spirit. The more we deny and 

make no provision for the flesh, the stronger and mightier we grow up in the Holy Spirit. Again, 

this is the abundant life that Yahshua (Jesus) sacrificed His life that we might have. Sadly and 

frequently, the abundant life is misinterpreted to mean material blessings in this world that fulfill 

and gratify the natural desires of the flesh. These temporary worldly distractions and 

preoccupations easily become as idols, that rob our God and Savior from the wholehearted love, 

focus, and affection that is due to Him alone. Our misplaced focus and desires of the flesh for the 

things of this world grieves Yahshua (Jesus), who is “jealous” for us as a “bridegroom” for His 

beloved redeemed “bride”. Apostle Paul words magnify this, “For I am jealous for you with a 

godly jealousy; for I betrothed you to one husband, so that to Messiah [Christ] I might present 

you as a pure virgin [bride]” (2 Corinthians 11:2 also see Revelation 19:7).  

“Yahshua (Jesus) cannot make us love Him, or make us seek, and obey His will. Obedience 

comes from pure love and devotion for Him, above all else”  

Yahshua (Jesus) cannot make us love Him, or make us seek, and obey His will. Obedience 

comes from pure love and devotion for Him, above all else. All humanity has been born with the 

divine gift of a free will. Beginning in the Garden of Eden, throughout human history, the 

choices of the free will have led to monstrous prideful disobedience to Yahveh the Holy God and 

Redeemer. Satan’s strategy is to keep us out of the will of God by keeping us in the flesh doing 

our own will, which is sin and rebellion. We must recognize our enemy is both Satan and our 

self-flesh nature. It is written, “There is a way which seems right to a man, but its end is the way 

of death” (Proverbs 14:12). As the bright light of truth sets us free from deception, we begin to 

make wise Spirit led decisions to love, seek and obey our Father’s will. Our Messiah’s 

completely surrendered will to obedience is an example that speaks loudly to us. “Although He 

was a Son, He learned obedience from the things which He suffered” (Hebrews 5:8). As 

Yahshua (Jesus) was approaching His inevitable death on the crucifixion stake, He humbly cried 

out, “Father, … not My will, but Yours be done” (Luke 22:42). 

On this earth we are captives of time and space, everyone and everything has a divinely ordained 

time line with a beginning and an end. There are two important realities regarding time: number 

one, the beginning and end of our lives and number two, the beginning and end of this world as 

we know it. The utmost compelling reality is: both endings are coming sooner than later. 

Knowing this “what sort of people ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness,” no longer 

living “the rest of [your] earthly lives for evil human desires, but rather for the will of God.” 

“Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from the passions of the flesh, which 

wage war against your soul …” “The world is passing away, and also its lusts [desires]; but the 

one who does the will of God lives forever” (2Peter 3:11, 1Peter 4:2, 1Peter 2:11, 1John 2:17).  
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“For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Messiah [Christ], so that each one may be 

recompensed for his deeds in the body, according to what he has done, whether good [the will of 

God by the Holy Spirit] or bad [the human will by the flesh]”. Our Savior proclaimed, “Behold, I 

am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to render to man [to everyone] according to what 

[each] has done …” (2 Corinthians 5:10, Revelation 22:12)  

“May the following series bless and inspire you in your spiritual journey, moving from the flesh 

into the Spirit and from the kingdom of this world into the kingdom of heaven”  

Our Father’s all powerful heart and hands of infinite love are extended, beseeching us to come 

up higher, above and beyond our desires and preoccupations for this dark passing world. It is 

written, for our encouragement “… We look not at the things which are seen, but at the things 

which are not seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen 

are eternal” (2 Corinthians 4:18). May the following series bless and inspire you in your spiritual 

journey, moving from the flesh into the Spirit and from the kingdom of this world into the 

kingdom of heaven.  

Spiritual Fitness, Motivation and Assessment 

May the Spirit of truth and grace give you an honest assessment regarding your spiritual fitness”  

It is to our advantage to assess our spiritual fitness and development. May this following chart, 

which is defining truth from deception, aid you in your progress to spiritual maturity. We must 

“work out our salvation with fear and trembling” and continue to grow up in Messiah [Christ] 

(Philippians 2:12 NASB). It is important to have this preliminary spiritual checkup “so that you 

will walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, to please Him in all respects, bearing fruit in every 

good work and increasing in the knowledge of God” (Colossians 1:10 NASB). As you go 

through this chart, we pray for the Holy Spirit to spur you on, to grow up into the redeemed 

righteous people that our Savior died to purchase for His eternal glory and Kingdom. May the 

Spirit of truth and grace give you an honest assessment regarding your spiritual fitness and the 

areas that the flesh and the Enemy have had an advantage over you. Yahshua [Jesus] will help 

you to discern truth from deception and to wisely choose blessings and life in the Spirit. 

Everything on this list refers to pure Scriptural mandates and its respective blessings or 

judgments, which will be magnified throughout this series.  

The following chart will give you a preliminary overview of some of the biblical heartbeats 

magnifying truth and deception. As you proceed in this series, the distinction will become very 

obvious and vivid as light is from darkness and night is from day. It is written, “… God is Light, 

and in Him there is no darkness at all. If we say that we have fellowship with Him and yet walk 

in the darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth; but if we should walk in the Light as He is in 

the Light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Yahshua [Jesus] His Son 

cleanses us from all sin. If we say that we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves and the truth is 

not in us” (1John 1:5-8 NASB).  
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As you take an honest assessment, it will be helpful to make a list of the areas that you are 

prompted to incorporate in your personal prayers. The Holy Spirit convicts us of the need to 

become stronger in the Spirit and weaker in our self-willed flesh nature. As we continually work 

out our salvation, we will ultimately become more than conquerors over our flesh, the world, and 

Satan’s deception. 

Truth versus Deception Checklist 
+ Click to Enlarge 

“The one who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows to 

the Spirit will ... reap eternal life”  

— Galatians 6:7-8 NASB  

Dear Ones, we must remember that Yahshua (Jesus) is love and His love is unfailing, but we 

must not put His love to the test by self justifying sin. It is written, “Do not be deceived, God is 

not mocked; for whatever a man sows, this he will also reap. For the one who sows to his own 

flesh will from the flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit 

reap eternal life” (Galatians 6:7-8 NASB). Our Savior’s loving mercy and grace covers a 

multitude of our confessed repented sins. Apostle John said, “If we confess our sins, He is 

faithful … to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9 NASB). 

His Holy Spirit is convicting all of His children, urging us to acknowledge our sins of 

disobedience and to wholeheartedly repent and “from now on sin no more" (John 8:11 NASB).  

We are at the close of the age, Yahshua (Jesus) is proclaiming to all who will listen, “Repent, for 

the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” “I tell you, … unless you repent, you will all likewise perish 

[not enter the kingdom of heaven]” (Matthew 4:17 NASB and Luke 13:3 NASB). Some will say, 

“I repented when I received Jesus as my Savior.” That is essential, however as we continue to 

“work out our salvation” we will have additional conviction leading to repentance in order for 

the Spirit to overcome our flesh nature. Then Yahshua will be clearly seen and glorified through 

our words and deeds. The Holy Spirit is powerfully working “to turn … the disobedient to the 

attitude [wisdom] of the righteous, so as to make ready a people prepared for the Lord” (Luke 

1:17 NASB). Messiah’s love expressed in His outpoured divine blood, will cover our repentant 

hearts and free us from bondage to our selfish sin nature and Satan’s strongholds. As you 

wholeheartedly continue on in this series, our hope and prayer is that the Spirit of truth will help 

you to grow up in a manner worthy of our Savior’s sacrificial blood that redeemed you and 

covers your confessed sins. The obedient redeemed are eagerly preparing and longing to be 

ready as they wait to be with their righteous King in His eternal kingdom.  
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Man's Free Will - Satan's Target 

History is a very important part of reality because history repeats itself. In Scripture it was 

revealed that, “there was war in heaven, Michael and his angels waging war with the dragon … 

And the great dragon was thrown down, the serpent of old who is called the devil and Satan, who 

deceives the whole world; he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down 

with him ... Woe to the earth … because the devil has come down to you, having great wrath, 

knowing that he has only a short time ” (Revelation 12:7,9,12). 

“Adam and Eve were given a free will by which to humbly respond to their Heavenly Father 

with wholehearted love, obedience, and worship”  

This war that began in heaven did not end when Lucifer was thrown down to earth. It will 

increasingly continue until the end of the age when Messiah returns as the all-powerful 

Conqueror over Satan, his demonic agents, and all those who are led by his deceptive rebellious 

spirit. We must understand the reality that we are in a battle because this arch enemy, along with 

his many demons on earth, are continually opposing Yahveh Almighty, Yahshua (Jesus) 

Messiah, and all of His redeemed children. The Savior’s obedient children are those who bear 

His holy identity because they have forsaken the desires of the flesh and the things of this world 

to follow the Spirit on the narrow path of righteousness that leads to eternal life. 

Biblical history began in heaven but human history began in the Garden of Eden. We read, “God 

said, "Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness” (Genesis 1:26). Through His 

infinite love, God created man and woman to live in union with Him in His paradise of the 

Garden of Eden. The heavenly air that permeated the Garden was the Creator’s abiding presence, 

entirely surrounding Adam and Eve and all of His creation with His unfailing love and grace. In 

the Almighty’s infinite wisdom, Adam and Eve were given a free will by which to humbly 

respond to their Heavenly Father with wholehearted love, obedience, and worship. Yahveh God 

gave one commandment, “From any tree of the garden you may eat freely; but from the tree of 

the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat from it you will 

surely die” (Genesis 2:16-17).  

“With diabolical cunning, Satan asked a question mixed with a lie, “Did God really say?”  

— Genesis 3:1  

The Father’s holy commandment was honored and obeyed until the “ancient serpent” entered the 

Garden, it is written “The serpent was more crafty than any beast of the field which Yahveh God 

had made” (Genesis 3:1). This slithery creature was the sly instrument through which Satan 

chose to speak in order to inject his venom of deception, doubt, and rebellion into the mind and 

heart of Eve and then Adam. With diabolical cunning, to question God’s sovereign rule and 

perfect will, Satan asked a question mixed with a lie, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat 

from any tree in the garden? ... “You will not certainly die …” (Genesis 3:3-4). Man’s free will is 

the target that Satan aims for which was being tempted and tested. 
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Satan understood the power of the free will, which rose up within him and other defiant angels to 

start the major revolt in heaven against the Almighty Creator of the universe. The prideful misuse 

of the free will is the nucleus of all rebellion against the Almighty God and Creator. May our 

Heavenly Father help all of us to seek and recognize His perfect will and to discern the 

difference between His will, our will, and Satan’s will, which deceptively draws us away from 

the perfect will of our God and Savior. 

“Sin entered and contaminated the entire human race, which no longer reflected the Creator’s 

holy image!”  

The master Tempter successfully lured Eve then Adam under his wicked veil of deception. 

Through the Ancient Serpent’s powerful lies and enticements, their free will was now satanically 

influenced to disobey and partake of the “forbidden fruit”. It was not the intrinsic nature of the 

fruit that caused death if eaten. The cause of death was disobedience! Eve, then Adam, asserted 

their own free will in rebellion against their Heavenly Father’s will and commandment. This is 

the definition of SIN and it’s horrifying consequences of eternal separation, far away from the 

Holy One and His heavenly kingdom. Adam and Eve fell prey to Satan’s deception and lies 

leading to their rebellion, they now knew “good and evil”. This utmost tragedy led to eternally 

deadly consequences; sin entered and contaminated the entire human race, which no longer 

reflected the Creator’s holy image! 

Fallen Man is Cast Out 
in and death entered the human race altering the spiritual DNA of what Yahveh God had created 

in His own image”  

It is recorded that because of pride and rebellion, Satan and his angelic cohorts were cast out [of 

heaven] into the earth (Revelation 12:9).1 So too, for the same prideful sin of willful 

disobedience, Adam and Eve were cast out of the Almighty’s presence in the Garden of Eden. 

Sin cannot ever coexist in the presence of the holy God. It is written, “Be holy, for I am holy” 

and “without holiness no one will see the Lord” (1Peter 1:16 and Hebrews 12:14).  

To reemphasize, due to Adam and Eve’s willful disobedience, sin and death entered the human 

race altering the spiritual DNA of what Yahveh God had created in His own image. Through the 

“Ancient Serpent’s” evil strategies to weaken and deceptively influence the will of man came the 

fatal consequence of “the fall of man”. Satan’s powerful deception and lies led to the certainty 

of their spiritual death and eternal separation from their Creator. The Holy One says, “your 

iniquities have separated you from your God; your sins have hidden His face from you, so that 

He will not hear” (Isaiah 59:2). 

“Fallen man” now bore Satan’s identity of his rebellious self-will; reaping sin’s eternal 

consequences. When Adam and Eve obeyed God’s will they bore His “likeness” and they 

belonged in Yahveh’s holy kingdom. Once they were deceived and rebelled against their 

Father’s will they bore Satan’s likeness and were cast out of His holy presence (see Genesis 

3:23-24). The Devil is the arch enemy of the Almighty God and Creator, beginning with the war 
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in heaven and continuing in the Garden of Eden, and throughout world history in sinful fallen 

humanity. 

“We have inherited the nature of Satan, which is expressed through the human nature and self 

will and all it’s sinful desires and evil inclinations”  

It is written, “just as through one man [Adam] sin entered into the world, and death through sin, 

and so death spread to all men” (Romans 5:12). “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 

Yahveh [God]” (Romans 3:23). We are “by nature children of wrath” this is why Yahshua 

(Jesus) blatantly proclaimed, “You are of your father the devil, and you want to do the desires of 

your father” (Ephesians 2:3, John 8:44). We have inherited the nature of Satan, which is 

expressed through the human nature and self will and all it’s sinful desires and evil inclinations. 

Yahshua (Jesus) said, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven” (Luke 10:18). So too, fallen 

mankind fell into captivity under the control of Satan and the fallen angels, which are the many 

demonic entities operating on earth. “The Son of God appeared for this purpose, to destroy the 

works of the devil” (1John 3:8). Yahshua (Jesus) came to set us free from sin’s rightful penalty, 

which is unimaginable torment in “the furnace of fire” where “there will be wailing and gnashing 

of teeth” (Matthew 13:42). 

“Take warning and learn from Adam and Eve’s fatal downfall; never doubt and disobey the will 

of our God and Savior – expressed through His holy Word and Commandments!”  

It is vital that we prayerfully desire, seek, and uncompromisingly do our Father’s will, as clearly 

expressed in His written word. Yahshua (Jesus) says, “If you love Me you will keep My 

commandments” (John 14:15). It is written, “For this is the love of God, that we keep His 

commandments; and His commandments are not burdensome” (1John 5:3). We must all take 

warning and learn from Adam and Eve’s fatal downfall; never doubt and disobey the will of our 

God and Savior – expressed through His holy Word and Commandments! 

Since the Garden, Satan has cunningly schemed to deceive and influence the “self will” to 

pridefully rise up as the dominant ruling force in and through human nature. Such willful 

defiance is sin, inevitably separating the sinner from our Holy God and Savior. Our inherited 

self-nature with its natural sinful inclinations and desires will continually rebel against the 

Almighty’s will. We must understand that the self is our biggest enemy and will rule over us 

unless vigilantly watched, repented for, and kept under the control of the Holy Spirit. “Self 

control” is one of the fruits of the Spirit (Galatians 5:23). We must be on guard against Satan’s 

deceptive strategies to influence our thoughts by justifying sin and making it acceptable in our 

sight; this is self-deception and it is very dangerous and deadly. 

Apostle Paul cautions us, “Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, 

that he will reap. Whoever sows to please his own flesh will … reap destruction, but the one who 

sows to the Spirit will … reap eternal life” (Galatians 6:7-8). It is written, “There is a way that 

seems right to a man, but its end is the way of death” (Proverbs 14:12). We must not allow our 

self nature to rise up and rule in defiance against the Almighty’s will and Commandments or we 

will end up like Adam and Eve cast out of the His holy kingdom where only the faithful, 
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obedient, righteous remnant will enter. Yahshua (Jesus) came in the flesh to die in our place to 

save His people from their sin nature because “the wages of sin is death” (Romans 6:23). 

“Our Savior warns us of the last and final separation and casting out of His kingdom, “Not 

everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven”  

— Matthew 7:21  

Our Savior warns us of the last and final separation and casting out of His kingdom. There will 

be many unsuspecting deceived believers who will be eternally shocked when they stand 

unwelcomed at the gates of heaven. Yahshua (Jesus) clearly gave this horrifying declaration, 

“Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does 

the will of My Father who is in heaven will enter. Many will say to Me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, 

did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name 

perform many miracles?’ And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, 

you who practice lawlessness (disobedience to the Father’s holy will and Commandments)’ and 

He added in that place “… there will be wailing and gnashing of teeth” (Matthew 7:21-23, Luke 

13:28). The good news is, the Holy One says, “Tell the righteous it will be well with them” 

because “the one who does the will of God lives forever” (Isaiah 3:10, 1John 2:17)  

References  
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In the Beginning - Adam and Eve 

If we look carefully at Satan’s strategy in the Garden of Eden, we will gain wisdom and 

discernment to easily recognize his wicked agenda working in and through humanity, including 

Christianity  

Our adversary Satan has the utmost stealthy and wicked mode of operation by which to entice 

man’s free will to disobey Yahveh’s will. Yahshua (Jesus) alerts us that the “deceiver and 

tempter”, is like a thief who comes “only to rob, kill, and destroy” (John 10:10). If we look 

carefully at his strategy in the Garden of Eden, we will gain wisdom and discernment to easily 

recognize his wicked agenda working in and through humanity, including Christianity. 

Remember, Apostle Paul cautions us to be on guard “so that no advantage would be taken of us 

by Satan, for we are not [to be] ignorant of his schemes” (2 Corinthians 2:11).  

With that in mind, the following scriptural exposé is put as simply and clearly as possible. 

Yahshua (Jesus) stated that we must be “as wise as a serpent,” in order to know how “the ancient 

serpent” deviously thinks and slyly operates to capture and destroy his deceived victims 

(Matthew 10:16). We must be AWARE in order to BEWARE of his devious deception and 

deadly agenda, especially against the children of the Almighty God and Savior. 

It’s important to read the following foundational Scriptures from Genesis 1:26-2:17. The italics 

are given to emphasize certain points that will be magnified in the forthcoming teachings. 

“Adam and Eve were to fill the earth with holy offspring who would perpetuate humanity in the 

“likeness” of the Almighty Creator  

Then God said, “Let Us [the Father, Son, Holy Spirit] make man in Our image, according to our 

[holy] likeness; and let them rule … over all the earth … in the image of God He created male 

and female … God blessed them and God said to them “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the 

earth and subdue it” (Genesis 1:26-28). The Father’s will in creating Adam and Eve was that 

He would have an eternal personal relationship with His beloved children and give them 

continual wisdom to righteously rule over His wondrous earth and creation. Adam and Eve were 

to fill the earth with holy offspring who would perpetuate humanity in the “likeness” of the 

Almighty Creator, so that the whole earth would be “filled with the knowledge of the glory of 

Yahveh [the Lord], as the waters cover the sea” (Habakkuk 2:14). 

“Yahveh God planted a garden toward the east; and there He planted the man whom He had 

formed [for His holy purpose]. Out of the ground Yahveh God caused to grow every tree that is 

pleasing to the sight and good for food … God commanded the man saying, “From any tree in 

the garden you may eat freely; but from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not 

eat, for in the day you eat from it you shall surely die” (Genesis 2:8-9, 16-17).1 The Heavenly 

Father is giving His children one commandment to keep them safe and established under His 

protective loving canopy of His perfect will. 
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Adam and Eve were surrounded with unceasing blessings in their Creator’s holy presence in the 

Garden of Eden where they were divinely placed (Genesis 2:8). They lacked nothing in the 

paradise like environment. Everything was supplied by their Father’s loving kindness, grace, and 

mercy. Adam and Eve were surrounded with so many beautiful trees to visually enjoy and to 

freely eat of their delicious fruit. As a loving heavenly Father, the Creator delighted to bless His 

children with such wonderful provision. Adam and Eve had great “godliness with contentment” 

(1Timothy 6:6). 

“The Almighty gave the commandment as a boundary line for His children’s free will to know 

the limitations of blessings and protection, defined by His rule  

As previously mentioned, the Creator gave one commandment to Adam. He said, “from the tree 

of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat from it you will 

surely die” (Genesis 2:17). The Almighty gave the commandment as a boundary line for His 

children’s free will to know the limitations of blessings and protection, defined by His rule. His 

commandment was given to help prevent anything or anyone from separating them from His 

holy presence and righteous kingdom. Yahveh, the great “I AM” is the all powerful, all wise, and 

infinite loving Heavenly Father and eternal God. He gives “good and perfect gifts” to His 

children and the greatest gift of all is His only begotten Son, who hung on the tree, the 

crucifixion stake, “bearing our sins” and its wages in His righteous body (James 1:17, 1 Peter 

2:24). Yahshua (Jesus) sent His Holy Spirit as “the Helper” to dwell within His “born again” 

redeemed (John 14:26, John 3:3). This glorious deposit of His Spirit gives us the power and the 

grace to fight and destroy the sinful deeds of our flesh and walk in loving obedience to His 

commandments. Our God and Savior is worthy of all “blessings and honor, and glory and 

dominion forever and ever” … Amen (Revelation 5:13-14).  

References 

1 “… the tree of the knowledge of good and evil implies that evil had already occurred. If not in 

the garden, then at the time of Satan’s fall.” Life Application Study Bible, New American 

Standard Bible – Updated Edition (Grand Rapids, Michigan: The Zondervan Corporation, 2000), 

footnote to Genesis 2:9. 
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Heavenly Helpmates-The Divine Design 
What a merciful divinely given institution for husband and wife to be godly helpmates for the 

Almighty’s holy eternal purposes  

“… Yahveh God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone; I will make him a helper suitable 

for him” (Genesis 2:18). The greatest purpose for husband and wife is that each humbly and 

prayerfully help their spouse to seek and obey the perfect will of their God. It is the utmost 

importance to live in unity with Him and one another, bringing Him praise, honor, and glory. 

The Creator’s divine plan was that through loving obedience to His perfect will, Adam and Eve 

would populate the earth with holy offspring who would continue multiplying and filling the 

earth with obedient godly children bearing His “likeness” (Genesis 1:27). What a merciful 

divinely given institution for husband and wife to be godly helpmates for the Almighty’s holy 

eternal purposes! Their individual and corporate obedience to His will enforces the highest call 

on their lives as divinely designed helpmates and spiritual leaders of their households.  

The foundation of heavenly helpmates is that both encourage one another to make their God and 

Savior the central focus of their lives, marriage, and family. The husband and wife are 

individually and together prayerfully seeking the Spirit’s leading to “do the will of their Father”, 

that they will be one in the Spirit not just “one in the flesh” (Matthew 12:50, Mark 10:8). They’re 

to be equally devoted and yielded to their God and Savior’s righteous rulership over their lives, 

which He mercifully purchased with His sacrificial blood to redeem them for His glory and 

righteous kingdom.  

“Husbands and wives first and foremost are to live to please their heavenly Father  

The Holy Spirit, our “Helper” asks us this vital question “ Do you not know that … you are not 

your own? … For you have been bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body” (John 

15:26, 1 Corinthians 6:19-20). Husbands and wives first and foremost are to live to please their 

heavenly Father. It is important that we understand, that we are redeemed to be “betrothed to one 

husband”, Yahshua (Jesus), who is “the last Adam” (2 Corinthians 11:2, 1 Corinthians 15:45). 

As helpmates, husband and wife are preparing for the One they are eternally betrothed to, 

esteeming their mates and their children and everyone else lightly compared to their Savior, Who 

is their first and ultimate love. Yahshua (Jesus) explained this by saying, “If anyone comes to 

Me, and does not hate [lightly esteem compared to their love for Him] his own … wife [husband] 

and children … yes, and even his own life, he cannot be My disciple” (Luke 14:26). First, 

foremost, and eternally Yahshua (Jesus) is our “Bridegroom” Who redeemed us to be His holy 

“bride” (John 3:29, Matthew 25:1-13, 2 Corinthians 11:2). 

This mandate of Yahshua (Jesus) is very hard to understand by the natural mind. The selfish 

desires, along with Satan’s continual worldly temptations, have taken the direction of marriage 

from the spiritual heavenly focus down to the earthly level. This defeats Yahveh’s divine design 

and His gift of heavenly helpmates. The Ancient Serpent’s deceptive strategies, beginning with 

Adam and Eve in the Garden, have never changed, he interjects his infamous words, “Did God 

really say?” that you are to consider your spouse and children secondary compared to your 
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ultimate focus and affection to be for your God and Savior?” (Genesis 3:1). The answer is YES 

for those who are led by the Spirit and can “receive it” (Matthew 11:14). The righteous redeemed 

remnant “count everything a loss” compared to obeying and following their beloved Redeemer 

(Philippians 3:8). The small righteous remnant will be led by the Spirit to fulfill the high call to 

be heavenly helpmates to their spouse and family members. They stand as a bright shining light, 

glorifying the Father with the testimony, “as for me and my house we serve the LORD [Yahveh]” 

(Joshua 24:15). 

“True helpmates are matches made in heaven that bear eternal righteous fruit  

We are Yahshua’s helpmates walking in agreement with Him and only therein can there be any 

real godly marriage. The divinely designed marriage has to start with each wholeheartedly 

seeking to be in agreement with our beloved Yahshua (Jesus) in order to accomplish our Father’s 

holy purpose for which we were put together. In our brief stay on earth, true helpmates are 

matches made in heaven that bear eternal righteous fruit. Our beloved Savior must be the center 

of our lives in order for the foundation of the marriage and family to be blessed fertile ground for 

every member to grow and mature into the holy “likeness” of our Creator and Savior (Genesis 

1:27). Each is to “spur one another on toward love and good deeds”, “diligent to be found by 

Him in peace, spotless and blameless”, eagerly preparing to be holy and unashamed at the 

coming of the “King of Kings” (Hebrews 10:24, 2 Peter 3:14, Revelation 19:16). The headship 

over the family is only to be Yahshua (Jesus). The family is to be a microcosm of His redeemed 

body (the church) to be lovingly accountable and transparent with one another. We are 

instructed, “Confess your sins to one another, and pray for one another so that you may be 

healed” and delivered (James 5:16). 

At the end of this age, we must be focused on fulfilling the divine design of being heavenly 

helpmates, raising godly children in our families as well as others, whom we have the privilege 

to disciple, that they also will become eternal holy offspring for our Father’s kingdom. Yahveh 

God told Adam and Eve, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth” (Genesis 1:28). Through 

our Savior’s sacrificial death, a righteous remnant through faith are “born again” “new creations” 

who are “betrothed” to Yahshua (Jesus) (John 3:3, 2 Corinthians 5:17, 2 Corinthians 11:2). They 

live to serve our Savior and to fulfill His ultimate commission to populate the kingdom of heaven 

with holy spiritual offspring who bear His likeness. It is written, “For those whom He foreknew, 

He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, so that He would be the 

firstborn among many brethren” (Romans 8:29). 

Yahshua (Jesus), “the last Adam”, redeemed His remnant to be His body and His bride (1 

Corinthians 15:45). All of the redeemed are under His headship. In the divine plan it is written, 

“Husbands, love your wives, just as Messiah [Christ] also loved the church [His body] and gave 

Himself up for her, so that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of … the 

word” (Ephesians 5:25-26). The husband is to love His wife as Yahshua loved His body, 

compelled with desire to bless his wife and children with the Word of God spoken and obeyed 

continually within their home. The wife is submitted to and respects her husband because he is 

submitted to the headship of Yahshua (Jesus) as the instrument bringing forth the loving 

leadership that originates from her beloved Savior. In this divine order, each is seeking to do 

their God and Savior’s will by raising holy children who walk in reverent obedience to them. 
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The parents are the Almighty’s earthly representatives, it is from their example and teaching that 

the children learn loving reverential obedience to the heavenly Father and His commandments 

(see Ephesians 5:22-33, 6:1). 

“Sadly, most professing believers raise their family around self-pleasing, self-centered, self-

indulgences. Instead of being holy helpmates to raise their children to “love almighty God with 

all their heart”  

— Mark 12:30  

Sadly, most professing believers raise their family around self-pleasing, self-centered, self-

indulgences. Instead of being holy helpmates to raise their children to “love almighty God with 

all their heart”, they are teaching them, by example, to give Him half-hearted, “lukewarm”, and 

“double minded” lip service (Mark 12:30, Revelation 3:16, James 1:8). This is a shout of victory 

for Satan who wants to populate hell by deceiving multitudes of Christians who are not raising 

spiritual offspring to inhabit the kingdom of heaven. Churches and Bible studies are filled with 

people and families who faithfully attend, yet continue to run back into the world to get their 

next fix of self-pleasing worldly pleasure. Do not be deceived this is idolatry in the face of the 

Holy One. Apostle Paul said, “For this you know with certainty, that no immoral or impure 

person or covetous man, who is an idolater, has an inheritance in the kingdom of Messiah 

[Christ] and God” (Ephesians 5:5). 

The Holy Spirit warns us, "Do not love the world nor the things in the world. If anyone loves the 

world, the love of the Father is not in him.” It is also written, anyone who has “friendship with 

the world … makes himself an enemy of God” (1John 2:15, James 4:4). We have need for 

repentance for having misplaced hope, affection, and desire on the things of this passing world. 

The righteous redeemed are to live with “godliness with contentment which is great gain” (1 

Timothy 6:6). Those who follow our Savior on the “narrow path” out of this world into His 

kingdom have forsaken and exchanged the hopes and dreams of this world for the “the blessed 

hope and the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Messiah Yahshua [Christ 

Jesus]” (Matthew 7:14, Titus 2:13). This is the only eternal hope that has been purchased for us 

who truly seek and obey the will of our God and Savior, it is written, “… we fix our eyes not on 

what is seen, but on what is unseen, since what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is 

eternal” (2 Corinthians 4:18). 

The Almighty continues to emphasize the importance of obedience to Him and the necessity for 

heavenly helpmates to teach one’s children through righteous biblical choices and examples, 

“You shall impress these words of mine on your heart and on your soul; … You shall teach them 

to your sons [and daughters], talking of them when you sit in your house and when you walk 

along the road and when you lie down and when you rise up.” The Holy One proclaimed, “I, 

Yahveh your God, am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children, on the 

third and the fourth generations of those who hate Me [refuse My holy rulership over their lives], 

but showing lovingkindness to thousands, to those who love Me and keep My commandments” 

(Deuteronomy 11:18-19, Exodus 20:5-6).  
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“It is no wonder that Satan has successfully destroyed so many marriages and families to 

sabotage Yahveh God’s holy will and divine design for husband and wife to be heavenly 

helpmates raising righteous offspring to inhabit the kingdom of heaven  

It is no wonder that Satan has successfully destroyed so many marriages and families to sabotage 

Yahveh God’s holy will and divine design for husband and wife to be heavenly helpmates, 

raising righteous offspring to inhabit the kingdom of heaven. What an incredible matrix the 

Enemy is working within families through rebellion, idolatry, and worldly temptations, 

perpetuating the iniquities of the forefathers and its consequential “curses” rather than 

righteousness and it’s promised “blessings” (see Deuteronomy 28). Where sin exists Satan has 

an open door “to rob and kill and destroy” our loved ones and us (John 10:10). So many “perish 

for lack of knowledge”, disobedience, and rebellion against our Savior (Hosea 4:6). The 

storybook marriages, which are based on the flesh and this passing world, do not have happy 

endings. The good news is, the “truth sets us free” to live spiritual holy book marriages, which 

lead to living eternally happily ever after united as one with our beloved Bridegroom Savior 

(John 8:32). Yahshua (Jesus) poured out His blood to redeem holy offspring who would obey 

Him and bear His “likeness” and live with Him forever as was the original divine plan in the 

Garden of Eden before sin entered and separated man from their Creator and God. 

Satan’s Wicked Modes of Operation 
“The Devil is the source and force of all evil, for all people, throughout all recorded and 

unrecorded history  

Satan is the lurking, ancient arch-enemy of Almighty God, His children, and His glorious 

creation. The Devil is the source and force of all evil, for all people, throughout all recorded and 

unrecorded history. He and the fallen angels are demonic beings who had dramatically lost the 

battle for rulership in Heaven and were cast down to Earth. He is a vengeful angry loser, and has 

a well planned counter attack and wicked agenda. This raging father of all “demonic control” and 

“power mongers” craved and relentlessly strategized for rulership over the entire earth. There 

was one major obstacle; this planet was divinely decreed to Adam and Eve, the holy children and 

appointed rulers of Father God’s earth and beautiful creation. Satan’s diabolical quest was to 

gain dominion over the earth and he knew if he could cause Adam and Eve to sin they would 

loose their inherited rulership over the earth and become his captives; granting him victory to 

become “ruler of the world” (John 12:31). 

One day, the “ancient serpent” slyly entered the Garden of Eden; disguised and undetected. 

Satan’s grotesque evil nature was hidden from view as he used the “crafty serpent” as his 

instrument of stealthy deception (Genesis 3:1). The Devil always uses cunning disguises in order 

to deceive unsuspecting humanity. Satan slithered in and began speaking directly to Eve, 

engaging her mind and thoughts to converse with him. Satan is referred to as “an angel of light” 

(2 Corinthians 11:14). His countenance is very bright and seductive, grabbing ones attention 

because it is enchanting and appears as something good. But in reality he is a “masquerading” 

ruling demon of the hierarchy of demonic legions of deception, darkness, destruction, and 

death. Apostle Paul magnifies this very real spiritual battle between Satan “the prince of the 
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power of the air,” and Yahveh God Almighty and His redeemed righteous children, “For our 

struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against [the demonic realm] the rulers, against the 

powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in 

the heavenly places” (Ephesians 2:2, 6:12). 

Eve was spellbound, she was caught up in the intrigue and seduction of the Serpent’s words, 

unaware that he was toying with her “free will” to manipulate it to do his wicked will. The 

enticing light that emanated from Satan’s presence magnetized her to engage and dialogue with 

him. Eve should have not have gone so close to that which was forbidden to begin with. She 

moved into harm’s way, as she moved into an area that was off limits. She should have 

immediately responded to the serpent, “I don't know you or where you come from. Away from 

me, you are not doing the will of my Father!” Her demonically stimulated desire and covetous 

craving for the forbidden fruit overtook her. If only she had not engaged with him, and wisely 

fled the powerful tempter, deceiver, and destroyer of her soul. Adam was with her; they both 

should have instantly resisted and run to their loving Father for help and protection against the 

Enemy. That’s all history now! Let’s learn from their eternally devastating mistakes and not fall 

prey to Satan’s prideful rebellion working in and through humanity’s “free will” to rise up in 

defiance against the Almighty’s sovereign rulership, holy will, and commandments. 

“The Enemy always entices our self-nature to presume rulership over our lives instead of 

allowing the Almighty to have His rightful sovereign dominion as our Creator, God, and Savior  

Before Satan’s appearance, Adam and Eve were joyfully content in their Creator’s garden, 

encircled in the love and light of His presence. The vengeful “fallen angel” sought to continue 

his war against Yahveh God by going after His children. The Ancient Serpent’s agenda was to 

tempt, and ensnare them, as captives to do his will, by craftily and insidiously manipulating their 

mindsets. This diabolical quest for the children of God and man is one of Satan’s main focuses. 

Satan, who was cast to earth, was influencing Eve and Adam to pridefully rise up and willfully 

dictate what they thought was best for them in defiance against their Father’s commandment. 

The Enemy always entices our self-nature to presume rulership over our lives instead of 

allowing the Almighty to have His rightful sovereign dominion as our Creator, Heavenly Father, 

and Savior.  

It is proclaimed throughout the Scripture that, “dominion belongs to Yahveh (the Lord) and He 

rules …” (Psalm 22:28). “To Him who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb, be blessing and honor 

and glory and dominion forever and ever” (Revelation 5:13). Daniel saw, “One like a Son of 

Man … He came up to the Ancient of Days and was presented before Him. “And to Him was 

given … an everlasting dominion, which will not pass away” (Daniel 7:13-14).  

We must be aware that the true battle that began in heaven and will continue to the end of the age 

is the battle for dominion over the world and it’s inhabitants. It is Satan verses Yahveh God 

and Yahshua the Messiah and it will continue until Yahshua (Jesus) returns as “King of Kings 

and Lord of Lords” (Revelation 19:16). We, the redeemed who truly follow Him, must be aware 

that “fighting the good fight of faith” requires that we understand this battle; fighting with our 

God and Savior against the agenda of the Evil One and the prevalent pull of our unruly human 
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self nature that must be brought under the dominion of the Holy Spirit (1 Timothy 6:12, 

Galatians 5:17). 

Did God Really Say? 
Adam and Eve’s faith was sabotaged as their free will was tempted to make their own choices 

according to their own desires and limited understanding  

“Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals Yahveh God had made. He said 

to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’?”… “You 

will not certainly die,” … “For God knows that in the day you eat from it your eyes will be 

opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil” (Genesis 3:1,4-5). Satan’s strategy, 

through the spirit of “the power of suggestion”, was that God could not be trusted and was not 

good and fair through His restricting commandment. Adam and Eve’s faith was sabotaged as 

their free will was tempted to make their own choices according to their own desires and limited 

understanding.  

The “father of lies” added and deleted from the purity of Yahveh God’s commandment infusing 

doubt, pride, and rebellion into Eve’s heart. Satan successfully “deceived Eve” undermining her 

faith and loving obedience to her Father. The Spirit of truth is instructing us to pray for great 

discernment and wisdom in order that we do not distort and misinterpret His holy words and fall 

prey to Satan’s deception. Be careful to obey the Almighty’s instruction which says, “You shall 

not add to the word which I am commanding you, nor take away from it, that you may keep the 

commandments of Yahveh (the Lord) your God which I command you” (Deuteronomy 4:2). 

Again He emphasizes this saying, “Do not add to His words or He will reprove you, and you will 

be proved a liar.” We must take heed to the warning at the conclusion of Scripture, clearly 

stating that no liar will ever enter the gates of the eternal righteous kingdom (Proverbs 30:6, 

Revelation 21:8, 27, 22:15). 

Satan stimulates discontent; he robs us of the promised blessing of “godliness with contentment 

is great gain” (1 Timothy 6:6). Adam and Eve lived in a state of great contentment until the 

ancient serpent began enticing their minds and senses to greedily covet and aggressively desire to 

have what their Father had forbidden. Grievously, that “great gain” turned into great eternal loss, 

not only for them but for all humanity to follow. Believing the lies of Satan stimulated discontent 

in every arena: with their Heavenly Father’s loving wise commandment, with the food they had, 

with the beauty of the Garden, and now they wanted to acquire knowledge that they were never 

meant to have. It is written, “The secret things belong to Yahveh our God, but the things revealed 

belong to us and our sons and daughters forever” (Deuteronomy 29:29). The fear of Yahveh 

[leading to obedience] is the beginning of wisdom, and the knowledge of the Holy One is 

understanding” (Proverbs 9:10). 

“Our first parents began to resemble the likeness of Satan and his rebellious pride, instead of 

reflecting the holy image of their heavenly Father  
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The same wicked desire that caused Satan to rise up in prideful defiance against the Almighty 

was now working in and through Adam and Eve, to rise up against the supremacy of their 

Creator and God. Through this, our first parents began to resemble the likeness of Satan and his 

rebellious pride, instead of reflecting the holy image of their heavenly Father through loving 

reverence and obedience to His expressed will and commandment. 

Adam and Eve knew only good but now they wanted to be like the Most High having 

“knowledge of good and evil”. They fell prey to Satan’s powerful deception as he lured them to 

follow in his wicked nature to rebel and sin against their holy God and Creator. His demonic 

powers are more intoxicating and destructive than the most mind controlling drugs. The Evil One 

is diabolically successful at keeping people intoxicated, in a spiritual stupor and under his 

demonic control. As soon as Eve started dialoging with the Enemy he started twisting God’s 

words, casting a dark shadow of doubt on Eve’s mind, causing selfish ambition and jealousy to 

crave what was not hers to have. It is written, “If you have bitter jealousy [covetousness] and 

selfish ambition in your heart … this wisdom is not that which comes down from above, but is 

… demonic. For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there is disorder and every evil 

[demonic spirit and] thing” (James 3:14-16). 

The Serpent tempted and deceived Eve saying, “your eyes will be opened and you will be like 

God knowing good and evil”. “When the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it 

was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was desirable to make one wise she took from its fruit 

and ate; and she gave also to her husband with her, and he ate” (Genesis 3:5-6). Satan stimulated 

the lusts of their eyes, the god of their stomach (referring to all forms of craving), and the willful 

pride to be like God to make their own choices and definition of good and evil. The Almighty’s 

word says, “I hate pride and arrogance” (Proverbs 8:13). 

That “old serpent” victoriously deceived Adam and Eve to sin, leading them as captives out of 

their Father’s kingdom of Light and truth into his kingdom of darkness and deception in this 

temporal world. Adam and Eve, our first parents, now bore Satan’s sin nature which past on to 

all generations. The bad and horrifying reality is that we have all inherited a sin nature but the 

good news is Yahshua (Jesus), the Son of the Almighty, came to “destroy the works of the devil” 

and to “set his captives free” (1 John 3:8, Luke 4:18). There will be so much revealed in the 

forthcoming teachings in Truth versus Deception glorifying the work of our blessed Savior who 

came to save our souls from the wrath that is coming upon Satan and all those who continue to 

do his prideful rebellious deeds against the Almighty and His commandments. 
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Adam and Eve Lost It! 

“The fear of Yahveh (the Lord) is the beginning of wisdom” (Psalm 111:10, Proverbs 9:10). The 

renowned King Solomon at the end of his life, having tasted and seen all of the world’s treasures 

and pleasures, gained great understanding. Let us take to heart his words and learn from our first 

parent’s mistake, “The conclusion, when all has been heard, is: fear God and keep His 

commandments, because this applies to every person” (Ecclesiastes 12:13). Also Apostle John 

wrote, “For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments; and His commandments 

are not burdensome” (1 John 5:3).  

Adam and Eve lacked wholehearted love and reverential fear of their Heavenly Father; this 

resulted in their vulnerability to deception and disobedience to His one commandment. As 

Yahshua (Jesus) said, “If you love Me, you will keep My commandments” (John 14:15). Adam 

and Eve were not loyal, they did not honor their heavenly Father, instead they dishonored and 

grieved Him through their rebellious disobedience. Centuries later, in loving mercy for His 

creation, the Almighty gave the Ten Commandments to fallen man, to the Jews first and to all 

believing God fearing Gentiles throughout the earth. The 5th Commandment says, “Honor your 

Father and Mother (which is the first commandment with a promise), so that it may be well with 

you, and that you may live long on the earth” (Ephesians 6:2-3, Exodus 20:12). Our Heavenly 

Father is magnifying the importance of honoring and “respecting your parents” in order that we 

will learn to honor and obey Him, Who gave all The Ten Commandments as the righteous 

standard by which to be found obedient and holy in His sight (Revelation 22:14 KJV, Leviticus 

19:3).  

“How can we resist the Enemy of our souls, who we do not acknowledge and recognize?”  

Our first parents easily fell prey to the Ancient Serpent because they did not draw near to their 

heavenly Father and resist the Enemy’s deceptive enticements. The Scripture says, “Submit 

[your will] … to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you” (James 4:7). How can we resist 

the Enemy of our souls, who we do not acknowledge and recognize? It is so important that we 

know the will of God and have the additional wisdom and discernment to be aware of Satan and 

his covert wicked schemes. Adam and Eve broke the bonds of love, faith, and obedience to the 

Almighty Creator; through deception and pride they rebelled thinking they knew what was best 

for them. A little deception goes a long way, leading to a lot of destruction, with fallen man 

continually falling downward towards the eternal fires of hell. Man’s free will is so vulnerable to 

rise up in defiant rebellion against the sovereign rulership and will of the holy God. Adam and 

Eve, “the appointed rulers of the earth”, through temptation, followed in Satan’s footsteps 

becoming fallen man to be “cast out of paradise” as Satan and the other rebellious angels were 

“cast out of heaven to earth” as fallen angels (see Genesis 1:28, 3:24, Revelation 12:9). These 

“principalities” are the origins of the demonic entities that are continually multiplying and 

working on earth through deceived humanity (Ephesians 6:12).  

“Satan’s goal is to lead mankind away from the loving obedience and worship of the Almighty 

God and Savior, in order to have rulership and all the worship indirectly given to him”  



 

ALL NATIONS BIBLE INSTITUTION & PROJECTS THE NATURAL VS THE SPIRITUAL – BY DANNYBOY PIETERSE 

 

ALL NATIONS BIBLE INSTITUTION & PROJECTS 

Satan’s goal is to lead mankind away from the loving obedience and worship of the Almighty 

God and Savior, in order to have rulership and all the worship indirectly given to him. The devil 

has masses of humanity so deceived through the preoccupations and focus of attention and 

affection on anything and everything, from counterfeit religions and their innumerable foreign 

gods, to the idolatry and lust of the things of this world. Satan has successfully robbed the 

Almighty of the loving obedience and worship that is due to Him alone; it has been siphoned off 

by the deceiver and destroyer of men’s souls. The Most High God is very adamant in describing 

the eternal consequences due to anyone who does not “worship Him in spirit and in truth” and 

self-righteously defies His sovereign rulership and holy commandments. It is written, “the person 

who does anything defiantly, … that one is blaspheming the Lord; and that person shall be cut 

off from among his people. Because he has despised the word of the Lord Yahveh and has 

broken His commandment, that person shall be completely cut off’ [cast out]” (John 4:24, 

Numbers 15:30-31). The Almighty says, “Your iniquities have separated you from your God; 

and your sins have hidden His face from you” (Isaiah 59:2).  

“Judgment will “begin with the household of God”, with those who are half hearted and “double 

minded”; confessing Him as “Lord and Savior” but not humbly submitting and surrendering to 

the Savior’s ruling authority over their redeemed lives”  

— 1 Peter 4:17 & James 1:8  

Satan’s cunning temptations and lies successfully caused Adam and Eve to doubt, deny, defy, 

and to despise their Father’s word. Despise is the term used referring to lightly esteeming and 

treating casually our God and Savior’s holy will, expressed through His word and 

commandments. It is written, “Therefore, to one who knows the right thing to do and does not do 

it, to him it is sin” leading to separation and sorrow (James 4:17). Apostle Peter said, judgment 

will “begin with the household of God”, with those who are half hearted and double minded; 

confessing Him as “Lord and Savior” but not humbly submitting and surrendering to the Savior’s 

ruling authority over their redeemed lives. Grievously, there is an increasing number of 

professing believers who give Almighty God superficial lip service, yet they do not seek and 

obey the His will according to the Holy Scriptures. Yahshua (Jesus) addressed this common 

malady of so many within the religious system, “You hypocrites, rightly did Isaiah prophesy of 

you: ‘This people honors me with their lips, but their heart is far away from Me. ‘But in vain do 

they worship Me …’” (1Peter 4:17, James 1:8, Matthew 7:21, 15:7-9). 

“Yahveh [the Lord] knows those who are His,” and, “Everyone who names the name of Yahshua 

[Jesus] is to abstain from wickedness” (2 Timothy 2:19). We cannot give a cheap confession of 

belief in our God and Savior, thinking that that is enough to have the promise of eternal 

salvation. It is written, “Godly sorrow brings repentance that leads to salvation”. The “called, 

chosen, and faithful” are actively and prayerfully “fighting the good fight of faith”. They are 

continually “convicted of sin and righteousness and judgment”. The redeemed remnant are 

sincerely motivated by the Scripture that says, “work out your salvation with fear and 

trembling.” They obediently recognize and “crucify the deeds of the flesh” so that the “fruits of 

the Spirit” are produced in their lives to the “glory and honor of their God” and Savior (2 

Corinthians 7:10, Revelation 17:14, 1 Timothy 6:12, John 16:8, Philippians 2:12, Galatians 5:22-

24, 1 Corinthians 10:31).  
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Apostle John cautions us saying, “Little children, make sure no one deceives you; the one who 

practices righteousness is righteous, just as He is righteous; the one who practices sin is of the 

devil; … No one who is born of God practices sin because His seed abides in him; and he cannot 

sin, because he is born of God” (1 John 3:7-9). When we are born of God we become a spiritual 

“new creation” (2 Corinthians 5:17). Those who are truly “born again” bear the likeness and 

identity of Yahshua (Jesus). They have the “deposit” of His indwelling Holy Spirit powerfully 

leading to wise obedient choices rather than the old nature and the self-will leading to continual 

sin and unrighteousness (John 3:3, 2 Corinthians 1:22, Acts 5:32).  

The writer of Hebrews gives a wake up call of warning and encouragement to all the household 

of faith, to spur us on to deny our flesh and to live by the power of the Holy Spirit. It is written, 

“Therefore brethren … Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who 

promised is faithful; and let us consider how to stimulate one another to love and good deeds … 

encouraging one another; and all the more as you see the day drawing near. If we [of the 

redeemed remnant] go on sinning willfully after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no 

longer remains a sacrifice for sins, but a terrifying expectation of judgment and the fury of a fire 

which will consume the adversaries … How much severer punishment do you think he will 

deserve who has trampled under foot the Son of God, and has regarded as unholy the blood of 

the covenant by which he was sanctified, and has insulted the Spirit of grace? For we know Him 

who said, “Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,” says the Lord. And again, “Yahveh will judge His 

people.” It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God … Therefore, do not throw 

away your confidence [faithful obedience], which has a great reward. For you have need of 

endurance, so that when you have done the will of God, you may receive what was promised. 

For yet in a very little while, He who is coming will come, and will not delay. But My righteous 

one shall live by faith; and if he shrinks back, My soul has no pleasure in him. But we are not of 

those who shrink back to destruction, but of those who have faith to the preserving of the soul.” 

(Hebrews 10:19,23-26,29-31, 35-39)  

“I discipline my body [my flesh] and keep it under control, lest I be a castaway”  

— 1 Corinthians 9:27  

As we continue to learn from Adam and Eve’s mistakes, may we be vigilant in becoming “holy, 

and blameless, and above reproach in His sight—” (Colossians 1:22) Those who are “lukewarm” 

and half hearted will be found unrecognizable because they continued to live under the control of 

the flesh and self will rather than under the rulership of God’s will and the Holy Spirit 

(Revelation 3:16). “Therefore, dear friends, since you have been forewarned, be on your guard so 

that you may not be carried away by deception [like Adam and Eve] “and fall from your secure 

position” in Yahshua (Jesus) Who is “the way, the truth, and the life” eternal (2 Peter 3:17, John 

14:6). The great Apostle Paul understood how important it was to crucify the flesh and make no 

provision for it, he said, “I discipline my body [my flesh] and keep it under control, lest after 

preaching to others I myself should be a castaway.” He emphasized, “Follow my example as I 

follow the example of Messiah” “who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin” 

(1 Corinthians 9:27, 11:1, Hebrews 4:15). 
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Declaration of Dependence 

Man’s free will is easily swayed unless there is unwavering faith that our Heavenly Father knows 

best. His will and commandments are always for His children’s eternal well-being. Our Savior 

said, “I tell you the truth, unless you turn from your sins and become like [obedient] little 

children, you will never get into the Kingdom of Heaven” (Matthew 18:3). We are to become 

like children who are totally dependent on our heavenly Father and lovingly cling to Him. For 

those who insist on their independence from His authority and rulership, He says, "Woe to the 

rebellious children," declares the Lord Yahveh, "Who execute a plan, but not Mine … those who 

… do not … consult the Lord!” (Isaiah 30:1, 31:1) That woe began with Adam and Eve who did 

not consult Yahveh and did what seemed right to them as they fell prey to deception and Satan’s 

temptation of their flesh and its desires.  

“Deception leads to the prideful self sin-nature saying, “I know what is best for me!” That was 

the biggest downfall for our first parents. They asserted their independence and it cost them 

everything!”  

— Genesis 3:24  

The great Apostle Paul teaches, that those “who worship in the Spirit of God and glory in 

Messiah Yahshua [Jesus] … put no confidence in the flesh” (Philippians 3:3). They trust our 

heavenly Father and solely depend on His leadership as the all wise Redeemer and ruler of their 

souls. We must have wholehearted faith and loving obedience to His written Word, lest we fall 

prey to deception leading to the prideful self sin-nature saying, “I know what is best for me!” 

That was the biggest downfall for our first parents. They asserted their independence and it cost 

them everything! Adam and Eve wanted independence from the authority of their Father’s 

commandment and righteous restraint. As a mega warning against this prevalent self centered 

mindset, it is written, “There is a way which seems right to a man, but its end is the way of 

death” (Proverbs 14:12). That is exactly why sin and death entered the human race through our 

first parents and all humanity that followed.  

Independence is so inbred in the inherited sin nature. Most children go through, what is a natural 

and expected occurrence, called the “terrible two’s” when they begin asserting their 

independence continually saying, “NO!” to their parent’s will and guidance. These inherited 

attitudes are a by-product of our first parents, Adam and Eve, who asserted their independence 

against the loving restraint of their heavenly Father. As born again new creations in the Spirit, we 

are to mature in an opposite manner. The Almighty’s redeemed, spirit led children continually 

forfeit and resist the quest for independence. They are quick to respond, “YES! YES! YES!” 

Your will and “good pleasure” are the “desire of my heart” (Philippians 2:13, Psalm 37:4). As 

obedient children they are prayerfully seeking their heavenly Father for His will and direction in 

all aspects of their lives. In this politically correct age, most parents are foolishly cultivating 

independence in their children. In their lack of discernment and wisdom they are actually 

training their children to be by-products of Satan’s lethal strategy. This pervasive deceptive 

mindset inevitably leads to captivity to the selfish sin nature and its dangerous destructive eternal 

consequences. We are not to be politically correct, we are to be spiritually correct, and as a 
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parent would say, “No” to an unruly child, we say “No! No! No!” to our unruly flesh that rages 

war against the Holy Spirit. 

“We must wholeheartedly repent and ruthlessly resist and deny the flesh nature which is always 

vying for its independent right and power to make its own decisions”  

We must wholeheartedly repent and ruthlessly resist and deny the flesh nature which is always 

vying for its independent right and power to make its own decisions. There is only one right 

decision: a declaration of independence from our flesh and other people in order that we will be 

completely dependent on our God and Savior. Yahshua (Jesus) gives us instruction, "I am the 

vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me and I in him, he bears much fruit, for apart from 

me, you can do nothing.” "If anyone does not abide in Me [live in the Spirit], he is thrown away 

as a branch and dries up; and they gather them, and cast them into the fire and they are burned” 

(John 15:5). We must prayerfully and continually consult our heavenly Father and Savior’s Word 

and defer to His will, realizing, “what do we know?!” and “what can we do of eternal value?!” 

apart from His Spirit’s authority and leading. 

“As redeemed children we must be completely dependent on our heavenly Father, having a 

righteous fear and dread of being independent from His infinite loving rulership over our 

“purchased” lives.  

— 1 Corinthians 6:20  

As redeemed children we must be completely dependent on our heavenly Father, having a 

righteous fear and dread of being independent from His infinite loving rulership over our 

“purchased” lives (1 Corinthians 6:20). What little child doesn’t melt down with terror when 

they are separated from their parent, and rightfully so, because this world is a dark perilous place 

under “Satan’s rulership”? (John 12:31) Yahveh God’s children cannot victoriously and eternally 

survive apart from His guidance that directs their lives as they prayerfully seek Him with all their 

heart. Yahshua (Jesus) is “the light of the world” that shines on the dark path. He alone knows 

the route out of harm’s way on earth ascending the “narrow path” that leads to His eternal 

kingdom (John 8:12, Matthew 7:13-14). So many of the Father’s children have been deceived 

and kidnapped by the Enemy. Through their independence they have strayed in disobedience 

away from their heavenly Father, becoming a victim to Satan who is on a perpetual hunt to 

ravage and destroy lives. 

“The cost of being independent is really a “sucker bet”; it is deceptively overrated and is the 

looming undertaker of our souls”  

“It was for freedom that Messiah set us free” from Satan, to be His spiritual “born again” 

children (Galatians 5:1, John 3:3). The independent self nature and its strong inbred 

“entitlement” attitudes, causes us to insist on our independence. However, in reality, we are 

being played for a fool back into the Devil’s hands out of the will of our heavenly Father’s 

loving blessing and protection over our lives. It is written, “Cursed is the man who … makes 

flesh his strength, whose heart departs from Yahveh” (Jeremiah 17:5). It could cost you your life. 

It is vital that we be directed by the Holy Spirit who “orders our footsteps.” If not, we will be led 
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by our own understanding which gives the Enemy an inroad to lure us into harm’s way (Psalm 

37:23). The cost of being independent is really a “sucker bet”; it is deceptively overrated and is 

the looming undertaker of our souls! The result of this supposed independence causes us to 

backslide once again into slavery to the Enemy. Our sin nature originates from our self will and 

its desires as it continually flexes its puny muscles of independence against our Savior’s 

rulership over our lives. 

Yahshua (Jesus) came to earth, died to set us free, His outpoured sacrificial blood covers our 

repentant hearts, and His powerful indwelling Holy Spirit gives us self control over our sin 

nature. It is written “you are not your own … For you have been bought with a price: therefore 

glorify God in your body” (1Corinthians 6:19-20). “Do you not know that when you present 

yourselves to someone as slaves for obedience, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either 

of sin resulting in death, or of obedience resulting in righteousness?” (Romans 6:16) Man is 

either going to be a bond servant to their Creator and Savior or they will remain bond servants to 

Satan who has duped them into thinking they are free to have their own way and do their own 

thing, whenever they please. In reality, according to Scripture, there is no freedom! This 

masterful deception keeps multitudes of double-minded lukewarm Christians in captivity to their 

flesh sin nature. According to our Savior’s words, many like Adam and Eve, will be cast out of 

the Almighty’s holy presence and righteous kingdom. He clearly stated, “Not everyone who says 

to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only the one who does the will of my 

Father who is in heaven … I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you” (Matthew 7:21,23). The 

Savior emphasizes the consequences of independent, self-serving, rebellion, “these enemies of 

mine, who did not want me to reign over them, bring them here and slay them in my presence.” 

“… Assign [them] a place with the hypocrites, where there will be weeping and gnashing of 

teeth” (Luke 19:27, Matthew 24:51). 

“The Messiah, the Son was continually under the rulership of His Father, setting an example for 

us to forfeit our independence to be under His authority. Anyone in their right mind (the mind of 

Yahshua/Jesus) is not going to desire their independence!”  

It is vital at this late hour that we make a decisive choice as to who we are going to serve. 

Yahshua (Jesus) said, "No one can serve two masters” (Matthew 6:24). We have to choose 

everyday making every effort to serve our God and Savior through the power of His indwelling 

Spirit or by default we will be serving our flesh ruled by the god of the world, Satan. There is no 

middle ground; “For if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to 

death the misdeeds of the body, you will live” (Romans 8:13). We must resolve to despise the 

Enemy of our souls, our independent self nature, and all of its sinful inclinations that are at war 

against the rulership of the Holy Spirit. “For the flesh sets its desire against the Spirit, and the 

Spirit against the flesh; for these are in opposition to one another, so that you may not do the 

things that you please” (Galatians 5:17). The faithful remnant rejoices to seek and do their 

Master’s will, at any cost. They are gratefully surrendered to Yahshua (Jesus) for delivering them 

from bondage to their flesh, Satan, and the world. They are valiantly “fighting the good fight of 

faith” following in their Savior’s footsteps, saying as He did, "I always do the things that are 

pleasing to Him" (1 Timothy 6:12, John 8:29). The Messiah, the Son was continually under the 

rulership of His Father, setting an example for us to forfeit our independence to be under His 

authority. Anyone in their right mind (the mind of Yahshua/Jesus) is not going to desire their 
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independence! They will truly view it as the archenemy of their soul. It is written, “Have this 

attitude in yourselves which was also in Messiah Yahshua [Christ Jesus], who, although He 

existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied 

Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant” “so that He would be the firstborn among many 

brethren” (Philippians 2:5-7, Romans 8:29). 

Let us learn from Adam and Eve’s deadly mistakes and follow the “last Adam”, our Savior, Who 

redeemed a remnant to be under His authority. Yahshua (Jesus) prayed, “that all of them may be 

one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you” (1 Corinthians 15:45, John 17:21). In the 

conclusion of Scripture He comes as the all conquering “King of Kings” with “the called, 

chosen, and faithful” who will “rule and reign” with Him over His regained dominion of the 

earth, originally lost by Adam and Eve to Satan (Revelation 17:14, 2 Timothy 2:12, Revelation 

20:6, Luke 19:17, John 12:31). The curse on fallen man and the earth will become eternal 

blessings in the Messianic Kingdom for those who have lived their lives by the Spirit, dependent 

and surrendered to the authority of our coming King and His righteous Kingdom. Sadly, there 

are only a very few professing believers who will truly forfeit their independence to be 

dependent upon the Holy Spirit to “walk in a manner worthy” of the high holy call on their 

redeemed lives. Yahshua (Jesus) is preparing the remnant to endure in order that they will “rule 

and reign” with Him in His eternal kingdom. It is written, “If we endure [hardships and trials], 

We shall also reign with Him. If we deny Him [and His rulership over our lives], He also will 

deny us” (Colossians 1:10, 2 Timothy 2:12, Matthew 24:13, Hebrews 12:7).  

Prayer  

Father in heaven, please forgive me for not having child like faith to surrender to Your Spirit’s 

control and leadership. I am sorry for being independent of You, thinking “I know what is best 

for me”. Forgive me for the many times I make my own decisions without prayerfully consulting 

You; being in charge of my own life, doing what seems right to me and others. Please forgive me 

for the arrogance of thinking I am independent and entitled to the freedom to have my own way, 

to do my own thing, whenever I want. I need Your help to forfeit my independence in order to be 

truly dependent upon Your Holy Spirit’s rulership in and through my purchased life. I 

acknowledge that apart from You there is nothing I can do of eternal value but I can do all things 

You would ask of me through You. Please forgive and free me from being a bond servant to my 

independent self nature, which gives Satan an in-road into my life. I surrender my life as a bond 

servant to You, Yahshua (Jesus). Thank You for dying to save me. I humbly ask You to cleanse 

and purify me with Your sacrificial blood. May my flesh be dealt with continually- blow after 

blow, until it has no privileges over the Spirit. I am making a declaration of independence from 

my flesh and other people to become completely dependent upon You, my God and Savior. 

Thank you for the power and the grace to live as the dependent obedient child that You 

redeemed me to be for Your praise, honor, glory, and dominion. Praise be to Yahveh God who 

causes me to triumph over my flesh, Satan, and the world through Yahshua (Jesus) my Savior! 
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Faith 

Do you believe that facts are the same as the Truth? Many people think that when told a fact- 

whether it is given by a spouse, google, or a doctor – then that is what is going to happen, right? 

Do you realize I capitalized Truth? I am not talking about just any truth, but I am talking about 

THE Truth. God and God’s Word is Truth. God’s Word never returns null or void (Isaiah 55:11) 

and His Word is preserved forever (Psalm 12:7). His Word is the ultimate Truth. 

What does this mean for you? What it means for me is there is a huge difference between the 

facts of this world and what I know to be Truth: 

 That means that when doctors tell me that I will never have kids without medical 

intervention I line up their facts against the Word of God, dismiss what they have spoken, 

and declare that “nothing is impossible with God.” (Luke 1:37) 

 That means when I am told that I am a fool for believing for a miracle I line up those 

facts and opinions with the Truth, dismiss what others have spoken, and declare that “I 

am wise to Him.” (1 Cor. 4:10) 

 That means when people tell me my time is being wasted since I am not pursuing other 

avenues to become a mother I line up their facts and opinions with the Truth, dismiss 

what they have spoken, and declare that “there is an appointed time for my promise and it 

won’t be delayed.” (Habakkuk 2:3). 

 That means when people tell me I am setting myself up for failure I line up their facts and 

opinions with the Truth, dismiss what they have spoken and declare that “hope in Christ 

never dissapoints.” (Romans 5:5) 

 That means when the world tells me my journey of waiting should be be full of chaos, 

uneasiness, doubt, and fear, I line up their facts and opinions with the Truth, dismiss what 

they have said and declare that “I will be in perfect peace as I remain steadfast and trust 

in the Lord.” (Isaiah 26:3). 

Do you know that God’s Word is THE Truth. There is a million + examples that I could have 

given above, but the point is that His Truth trumps every negative word spoken over you. It takes 

priority over what your friend, family member, co-worker or doctor told you. When you are a 

believer in Christ there is no reason to ever use the words “never” and “always” when referring 

to your scenario because God can turn any situation around for your good. That means when you 

are told by the doctors that you have 0% chance of being healed from cancer, that you can be 

healed from cancer. That means when you say “I will always be this way or act this way”, you 

can have hope that God can heal your emotions and character. There is always reason to have 

hope because His Word brings life to every situation. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.in-due-time.com/category/faith/
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Isa%2055.11
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Ps%2012.7
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Luke%201.37
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/1%20Cor.%204.10
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Hab%202.3
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Rom%205.5
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Isa%2026.3
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How To Tell The Difference Between Fact and Truth 

About Facts 

One of my biggest pet peeves is when people say, “I’m just telling the truth.” We use this 

statement as a defense mechanism. Saying how we feel is not the same thing as telling the truth. 

The difference may seem subtle, but it is not. It makes all the difference in the world. Our 

inability to see the difference as important is part of the reason our world is in such turmoil. 

Our efforts at self-preservation have allowed us to distort the truth. One of the best ways to do 

this, as with any deception, is with just enough accuracy to look and smell right. 

A fact is something that can be proved or disproved. Its opposite is an opinion. Cleverly, we 

humans have found a way to blur the two by tying them together. We take a fact – something 

like “the guy driving in front of me cut me off” and we run with it. Our minds start to create 

story around it. “People are idiots”, “This always happens to me”, etc. Our stories become 

intrinsically linked to the fact. 

So, if I were to say my wife yelled at me, that is a fact. But if I were to say she hates me and our 

marriage is doomed, that is not a fact. It’s not the truth. 

 About Truth 

Truth is deeper than facts. If my wife cheated on me, to take an extreme example, that would be 

a fact that could never be undone. But all of the connotations I might tie to it are not. For 

example, that I would then be justified in cheating on her, that I deserved to be cheated on, or 

that I could never trust her again. These are not truths. They’re not facts. They are decisions I 

make in light of the facts. I could also chose to forgive, although that is a much harder choice. 

Facts are simply invitations to choice. They are the arenas where our decisions are made. The 

facts are not as all-encompassing or all-consuming as we make them. We are not slaves to our 

facts. My circumstances are not my god. Neither are they definitive indictments of who I am. 

There is a big difference between “this happened to me” and “this is who I am”. The former is 

about fact. The latter is about truth. 

The difference is this: facts are pieces of data. Truth is a mixture of facts, choices, and proper 

perspective. While facts are an important ingredient, they are not definitive. And if we try to 

make them so, we get a rotten tasting life. An inaccurate one. 

No matter what facts surround us, there is a deeper truth to who we are. Facts can trigger us, but 

they cannot define us. The truth is deeper than facts. More important. More real, even. We 

cannot pursue truth while avoiding facts. But we cannot make sense of our facts while avoiding 

the deeper truths. 

https://www.patheos.com/blogs/victoriousliving/2018/07/the-dangerous-habit-of-self-talk/
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/victoriousliving/2018/07/the-dangerous-habit-of-self-talk/
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/victoriousliving/2018/10/nothing-can-make-you-angry/
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Facts Truth 

Based on knowledge and experience, or on 

speculation. 
Unfolds into a deeper understanding. 

Defended with statistics that support position 

being promoted. 
Cannot be measured and needs no defense. 

Temporary condition or situation. A constant presence. 

Subject to change or alteration. Immutable, never changing. 

Can represent the truth or be based on 

speculation. 
Represents the power and presence of Spirit. 

Stimulate the intellect. Opens the heart. 

Begin with a premise that requires more facts to 

prove a conclusion. 

Is the conclusion, the understanding of which 

colors or 

clouds facts. 

Can be ignored, resisted or denied. Must be reckoned with. 

Cannot be trusted. Is always trustworthy. 

We live our lives based on facts. 

We need to understand the truth about 

ourselves in order to move beyond 

the influence of facts. 

 Run To God 

Psalm 51:13 (AMPC): “Then will I teach transgressors Your ways, and sinners shall be 

converted and return to You.” 

 At times we miss the mark, and may be tempted to feel it’s all over and God will never use 

us.  But that’s simply not accurate. God is looking for people who are willing to work with 

Him.  He isn’t looking for perfection, just perfect hearts that are devoted to Him.  Hearts that 

love Him and are teachable and pliable to His Holy Spirit. We can never take credit for the 

victories we experience in life - everything good originates in Him, and flows from Him.  It’s 

His Spirit that’s at work in us that performs His will.  Our part is to practicelistening and 

yielding to Him, and allowing Him to direct and empower us to walk in His ways. In Psalm 51 

David had sinned against the Lord and the prophet Nathan called him out for it.  David’s 

response wasn’t to run and hide, or draw back from God in fear and defeat. Instead, he asked the 

Lord for forgiveness, and to use his experience to help others get up and move on in faith. He 

chose to trust in God and have faith in His loving kindness, and willingness to forgive, restore 

and recharge! Today, don’t hold back because of past failure, choose to run to God and let Him 

cleanse, restore and recharge you for His service 

 

 
 


