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Abstract 

Change Your Perspective, Change Your Life  

In life, nothing is "wrong" or "right" (rare circumstances aside). "Wrong" and "right," especially 

in regards to where you want to go in life, are relative terms.  

Too often, we think of "success" or "doing what we love" as an end. It's some destination that we 

have to reach. What so many people fail to realize is that both of those terms are more of an 

approach to the journey, not the end of the journey itself. You are "successful" when you are 

walking your path, always learning, always growing. You are "doing what you love" when you 

see every moment as an opportunity. 

It's on you to discover what that opportunity is. 

Where a lot of Millennials and young adults (my peers) seem to get frustrated is they see 

everything as permanent. They say, "I'm stuck here," looking at their cubicle job as the end, there 

is nowhere else to go, and they feel like they will never reach the desired destination of 

"success." But no matter where you work, or what you're doing, there are lessons to be learned. 

And unless you can discover those lessons and embrace your own journey, you will never 

actually reach the state of feeling "successful"--in the sense that you are learning and growing 

and effortlessly becoming a better version of yourself. 

The reason why so many people struggle with this is because it means taking accountability. It is 

so, so easy to sit in a cubicle or an office or even somewhere you enjoy being and say, "This 

place isn't giving me enough. It's not making me grow." This is the same as blaming other people 

for how you feel, or your personal issues. Just like a mirror, if you point, your reflection will 

point back. 

The key is to point at yourself. If you look in the mirror and you point at your physical self, your 

reflection in the mirror will point at itself.  

When you "pull the thumb," you take accountability. You are shifting your perspective from 

"blame" to "ownership." You are allowing yourself to open up and see opportunity instead of 

oppression. This same theory goes for everything: work, personal relationships, even the way 

you feel about yourself. 
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Introduction  

Faith can move mountains--and change men's lives. The inspirational tale in The Second 

Chance weaves the foundation of faith subtly but deeply through the lives of its characters. 

 The beauty of life is that always gives a second chance. At any given moment, life can 

surprise us with another chance, giving as the possibility to try something one more time, to 

recreate ourselves anew and to start again. The problem is that either we miss that chance 

by remaining attached to a past failure, to a story without a happy ending, or because we 

consciously deny accepting that chance, condemning ourselves to a life of failure. As 

always, life is made up of choices, and our success depends on seizing the chances that life 

gives us. 

Our past could be full of failure, we could have made many mistakes, we could have made 

wrong choices, life could have taken away from us people we loved, and things we loved, 

relationships could have ended abruptly, we could have never succeed at having something or 

doing a special thing, the life we used to have could have vanished in the blink of an eye, we 

could have lost many things, but life is fairer than we think, because it always gives us a second 

chance, and sometimes even a third and a fourth, whether we deserve it or not. 

No matter what happened in our past, and how many mistakes we have made, life will give us a 

second chance, but something we need to remember is that a second chance does not delete the 

consequences of our past. Any decision, behavior or action from our past will have a 

consequence, but a second chance means that we have the possibility to do things in another 

way. We can change ourselves for a better version; we can make different choices, learn from 

our mistakes, and do everything in a different way that will benefit us and everyone around us. 

That is exactly what a second chance is, the possibility to create a better tomorrow. 

 But what happens if I didn’t make anything wrong? What happens if life was simply unfair with 

me and has taken away from me something I loved? What happens when someone loses a loved 

one, or its job, or house or anything they really loved? What happens when somebody goes 

through a very painful situation? Will this second chance give us the possibility to get back what 

we used to have? Well that depends, sometimes a second chance doesn’t mean that we are going 

to have exactly what we used to have only because something better is waiting for us. I learned 

from my own experience that life never takes, without giving something in return. Sometimes 

things happen so we can have another chance to have a better life, and become the person we 

were supposed to become. That is why it’s important to believe in life, and wait for that second 

chance, to recreate our lives, because if we are living in the past, we will never have the 

opportunity to see this second opportunity, it will pass in front of our eyes, and we are going to 

be too blinded by our past to see it. 

The key is to detach yourself from the past and everything that can’t be changed, and trust life 

and God that will give you a second chance, to a start a better life, to discover something about 

you that you didn’t know before, to see life in a different way, to become the best version of 

yourself, and to give you the life that you truly deserve. It is only a matter of giving life the 

https://loverevolutionblog.com/life-is-made-up-of-choices/
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chance to show us that wonderful things are waiting for us. If we’re breathing means that we are 

alive, and if we are live, opportunities are endless. 

Life will always give you a second chance, and when that happens, seize it, because this could be 

your very chance that will give you the life you are truly capable of living. Let go of the past, 

forget about the things you cannot change, focus on the things you can change, and learn from 

any mistake you have made, and when you have that second chance in front of your face don’t 

give it a second thought, simply take it and change your whole life! 

Have you ever wished you could turn back the clock and relive a particular event or relationship 

issue? I believe that everyone does deserve a second chance in life. Although often times these 

second chances are not given. A second chance is like a gift for people who make mistakes. It 

allows them to learn from their first mistake and do a better job the second time around.   

Every person in this universe has made a mistake at one point or another. People need to forgive 

and forget. People do things not knowing that they are hurtful and demeaning. It has happened 

to me, and I always forgive the person and give them another chance. 

 

Second chances are a wonderful thing everyone should have. I know that this starts with my 

own life. “Though no one can go back and make a brand new start, anyone can start from now 

and make a brand new ending.” Carl Bard’s quote is exactly how I feel on the subject. I know 

that people make mistakes; it’s not what they did but how they fix it and what happens after. 

 

Second chances and forgiveness starts in my own life! It is good to forgive, but even better to 

be forgiven. I have made mistakes, like most people, but my friends and family are so loving, 

they always forgive me. Forgiveness and second chances are times where you show to people 

that: yes, I made a mistake; yes, I am sorry for what I did; and yes, I have changed. 

 

I know about forgiveness and second chances first hand. I found out about a friend who I had 

known my whole life was spreading secrets about me. When I confronted her, she told me it 

was a “misunderstanding.” I was not completely positive of her motives. She apologized to me 

for the situation getting out of hand, and I forgave her. That was two years ago. Now, we are the 

closest two people can get. I knew giving her a second chance could be awful, or be an amazing 

thing. In this scenario, everything worked out awesome for both of us!  

 

Another time, I was the one looking for forgiveness. I had grabbed a stack of papers that I 

thought were trash because they were from the beginning of the year, and I threw them in the 

recycle bin. I did not know the significance of those papers at the time. My friend came back 

from talking to the teacher and started looking franticly for things on her desk. She said in a 

frazzled voice “Sarah! Have you seen all the papers on the table?” I told her that I had thrown 

them in the recycling bin because they were from the beginning of the year and I thought they 

were mine. Then, after searching through the recycle bin and not finding them all, I found out 

she was using those to study for our science final. I felt so bad! She got a little upset, but she 
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finally forgave me! I was so relieved when she did; I made a huge mistake. We are best friends 

now. If not for her giving me a second chance, things would probably be very different now. 

 

Sorry is an unoriginal and overworked word, but is an important part of forgiveness. People use 

this word out of habit lots of times just to get out of something. Forgiveness is only able to 

happen when one person apologizes for their actions using this word or something close to it. It 

may be true or it may not; only time will tell. 

 

Second chances are always great for those who deserve them. People should be able to live their 

life without wondering: “Am I doing something wrong? I hope nobody gets mad at me.” If you 

really show remorse about what you have done, you will usually get a second chance. 

The right to life permits us to try and correct our mistakes. It allows us to see that people can 

change from bad to good, and that where there’s a will, there’s a way. In simple terms, it gives us 

a second chance. 

Although it is said that all rights are equally important, I believe that this should be considered as 

the most important, and anyone who goes against it should be greatly punished. 

We live in a time where people are no longer afraid of killing each other. This kind of behavior is 

not only abundant to people in general, but even those who are supposed to protect us have 

adapted to it, such as the police and doctors who finish off patients just for their own benefits. 

Research shows that three in four young South Africans want the death penalty to be reinstated. 

They believe that the death penalty will not only teach people not to mess with the law, but it 

will also reduce crime. 

But since no one except God gives life, no one has the right to take a life. 

Then there’s a question of “what about those who’ve already taken a life, and even when they are 

in prison they still get to live a good life while the victims are dead?” or “what about those who 

walk free because there’s not enough evidence to prove that they are guilty?” 

All these questions show the unfairness of the justice system, which leads people to thinking that 

an eye for an eye is always a better solution. This is because the system does not try hard enough 

to help the society, and sometimes some of them take bribes to destroy the evidence. 

Criminals should pay for their crimes, but not with death. Murder committed by the state through 

the death penalty and murder committed by a criminal are the same thing, because in the end, 

someone loses their life. So government should come up with better ways to make people respect 

the right to life, and the death penalty should not be used in any country. 

People kill for so many different reasons, such as self-defense, anger, or just to make sure that 

there are no witnesses for a certain crime. But no matter what the crime is, everyone deserves a 

second chance. A chance to apologise to their victims and to try and make peace with them, but 

they cannot do all these things if they’re dead. So by reinstating the death penalty, criminals will 
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not only be denied the chance to change, but the victims of the crime will also be denied the 

chance to heal. 

 

Discussion 

Lessons Are Everywhere. It's On You To Find Them. 

Since learning that lesson as a kid, I have trained myself to always find the positive.  

If you feel like you aren't learning anything that is nobody's fault but yours. Chances are, 

someone around you knows something you don't--and it's on you to ask those questions. It's on 

you to create moments of growth and opportunity. It's on you to pay attention to the little things 

around you. It's on you to create your own gaps, and it's on you to take your own leaps of faith. 

Growth is rarely the result of the people in your vicinity. Growth is the result of how you utilize 

the people around you, and create opportunities for yourself. 

The key to shifting your perspective is to remember what you're aiming for. For example: A job 

where you perform mundane tasks is going to continue being mundane if you just see it as "just 

a job." But a job where you perform mundane tasks that could be seen as a way to learn skills 

you need in order to one day do what it is you truly want to do, is no longer "just a job." It's an 

opportunity to learn. 

If you look at the above paragraph, nothing physical changed. You didn't move offices. You 

didn't get a raise. You didn't work with people that are "more fun." 

The only thing that changed was your perspective. 

And that makes all the difference. 

 It's natural to resist change. But that doesn't have to be the case. Far from it. Change is actually 

good for us in both our personal and professional lives since it makes us more flexible, exposes 

us to new experiences and people, and opens up the doors to more opportunities. 
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However, if you want to make a change in your life, you can to do so positively by following 

these seven tips. 

Conceptual Framework 

Tips to Make a Positive Change in Your Life 

Identify and understand what you want to change. 

Whenever you decide to make a change, you must first understand why you're making the 

change in the first place. Associate Professor Anthony Grant, from the University of Sydney's 

Coaching Psychology Unit, says that you should start by defining your core values and identify 

what is important to you. 

"You need to be able to identify what it is about your goal that adds to you as a person, that 

makes you feel better and more expansive," Grant says. 

If your goal aligns with your core values, then "the thought of it will trigger a positive gut 

feeling." 

Rid your life of negativity. 

This is not as simple as it may sound. If you're surrounded by negativity, then how can you 

expect to have a positive and joyful life? 

In fact, those who are negative or surrounded by negativity are more stressed, get sick more 

often, and have less opportunities than those who are positive. Chris Talambas says on 

Lifehacker, says "When we make a decision to become positive, and follow that decision up with 

action, we will begin to encounter situations and people that are also positive." 

Of course, that's easier said than done. That's why he suggests that you can accomplish this goal 

by doing the following: 

You'll find when you complete these steps, you'll become more confident in your life. 
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Exercise more often. 

You may be getting tired of hearing everyone telling you that you need more exercise. Sure. 

Exercising is great for you physically. But, it's also an excellent way to become more positive in 

life. Exercise can change the direction of most situations in your life. As Nike says, "Just Do It." 

The benefits of exercise are immeasurable. You gain purpose, drive, but most of all it teaches 

you a discipline. 

For starters, when you exercise, you feel better about yourself, which leads to having more 

confidence. Exercise also reduces anxiety and stress and releases euphoric chemicals in the brain 

like endorphins and dopamine. 

Be kind to others. 

Sonja Lyubomirsky, a professor at the University of California, Riverside, says, "People who 

engage in kind acts become happier over time." The reason? "When you're kind to others, you 

feel good as a person--more moral, optimistic, and positive." 

There numerous ways that you can be kind to others that don't take that much time and effort. 

For example, you could purchase coffee for a co-worker. Pay the toll for the person in line 

behind you. Visit a family member or friend or drive them to the airport. Smile at cashiers or 

servers. Or, you could volunteer whenever you have free time. 

Build a support network. 

According to the Mayo Clinic, a "strong social support network can be critical to help you 

through the stress of tough times, whether you've had a bad day at work or a year filled with loss 

or chronic illness." This group of friends, family, and peers is also important because they 

provide additional benefits like providing a sense of belonging, an increase in self-worth, and a 

feeling of security whenever you need advice, information, or guidance. 

Eliminate the nonessentials. 

After identifying the things that are most important in your life, it's time to start eliminating 

everything else. This is all about simplifying your life, so that you can focus on the things that 

matter most to you and prevents you from getting distracted. 
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As Leo Babauta explains on Zen Habits: 

We have so much stuff in our lives, from possessions to things we need to do to information 

coming in to visual and emotional clutter, that we are overloaded. The result? We end up doing a 

lot of things that aren't really important to us, because we have so much other stuff to do that has 

crept into our lives and that we leave in our lives, unexamined. 

I also find this true in the business world that when I eliminate unneeded expenses, you can 

become much less stressed. 

Take baby steps. 

"The one primary motivator that leads us to persevere is baby steps," says John Brubaker on 

Entrepreneur. That's because when we look at the big picture we can get overwhelmed with all 

of the steps involved in achieving a goal. 

Instead, break the "big picture goal down into systematic, manageable baby steps." Then, 

document and celebrate your wins daily. 

This will help you achieve that change that you've been seeking in a positive way and 

meaningful way. 

When accepting Jesus in your life 

When we accept Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior He makes us a brand new person and as we 

grow in Christ will find that every day has new opportunity to live as HE intends. 

Matthew 18:21-22 “Then Peter came up and said to him, ‘Lord, how often will my brother sin 

against me, and I forgive him? As many as seven times?’ Jesus said to him, ‘I do not say to you 

seven times, but seventy times seven.’” 

Peter wanted to go beyond what the religious leaders did, who only forgave someone up to three 

times. So Peter thought, “Hey, I’d do them better and ask Jesus if I can forgive my brother ‘as 

many as seven times.'” But Jesus said it is “seventy times seven,” meaning we are to forgive our 

brothers and sisters as often as they need it. 

Jonah 2:1-3 “Then Jonah prayed to the Lord his God from the belly of the fish, saying, I called 

out to the Lord, out of my distress, and he answered me; out of the belly of Sheol I cried, and 
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you heard my voice. For you cast me into the deep, into the heart of the seas and the flood 

surrounded me; all your waves and your billows passed over me.” 

I think after the great fish swallowed Jonah, he thought he was going to die, but God did rescue 

him “from the belly of the fish,” which would have been certain death. God gave Jonah another 

chance because He is the God of second (and beyond) chances. 

Lamentations 3:21-23 “But this I call to mind, and therefore I have hope: The steadfast love of 

the Lord never ceases; his mercies never come to an end; they are new every morning; great is 

your faithfulness.” 

Every day we see that God again is merciful to us. They “never come to an end,” in fact, and every 

morning “they are new” because God’s faithfulness is great. His steadfast love will never cease, 

nor will His mercies for us. 

First John 1:9 “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse 

us from all unrighteousness.” 

Sometimes the hardest ones to forgive are ourselves. It’s easier to forgive others than ourselves, 

but the truth is that we shouldn’t stumble over things that are behind us. God forgives all of our 

sins–and all means all–and then He goes on to cleanse us from all of our unrighteousness. So if 

God forgives us, how can we not forgive ourselves? 

Second Peter 3:9 “The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is 

patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance.” 

If God were not patient and long-suffering, none of us would survive. But God is patient toward 

us and doesn’t want anyone to perish apart from saving faith in Christ. God wants mankind to 

“reach repentance,” but they must first humble themselves because God is opposed to the proud 

and will extend His grace only to the humble (James 4:6). 

Conclusion 

I do hope these don’t give you the idea that God is keeping track of our failures and that when we 

reach a certain point, He’ll stop forgiving us. God is not just the God of second chances but of 

third, fourth, and on and on. This isn’t like baseball where after three strikes you’re out. God knows 

we’ll fail and knows ahead of time when we’ll fail and what we’ll fail at, but He never gives up 

on us. 
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What do you do when God gives you a second chance at life? You use every day for His 

glory. 

 

It is very important that we realize that God is a just and loving God and wishes for us to live an 

abundant and overcoming life. The enemy of hell wishes for exactly the opposite in every 

person’s life and wants us to blame God for the things that we do not understand, instead of 

trusting the Lord and knowing that God has us perfectly centered in the palms of  His hand. Even 

though we may fall short, God is waiting for us to get back up so that He can put us back in the 

game of life and do better then we have done in the past. (2 Peter 3:9) (Psalm 103:10-14) (John 

10:10-11) 

 

If you are stuck in a rut of unforgiving yourself, I encourage you to get up, shake yourself off, 

and get back into your life and fulfill the destiny that God has for you. Always remember that 

our God is a God of second chances. He will not condemn you because you fell short. Once you 

repent and ask His forgiveness, it will be as if you have never sinned in the eyes of the Lord. God 

truly forgives and forgets and that is motivation in itself to get back up and start afresh and make 

God proud. (2 Cor. 5:17-21) 

 

1 John 1:8-10 “If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If 

we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in 

us.”  

 

Jeremiah 29:11-14 “For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the LORD, thoughts 

of peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected end. Then shall ye call upon Me, and ye shall 

go and pray unto Me, and I will hearken unto you. And ye shall seek Me, and find Me, when ye 

shall search for Me with all your heart. And I will be found of you, saith the LORD…” 

 

Isaiah 1:18-19 “Come now, and let us reason together, saith the LORD: though your sins be as 

scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool. If 

ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of the land.” 

 

Psalm 103:10-14 “He hath not dealt with us after our sins; nor rewarded us according to our 

iniquities. For as the heaven is high above the earth, so great is His mercy toward them that fear 

Him. As far as the east is from the west, so far hath He removed our transgressions from us. Like 

as a father pitieth his children, so the LORD pitieth them that fear Him. For He knoweth our 

frame; He remembereth that we are dust.” 
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Salvation is a second chance from the Lord.  

Before Christ I was broken and living in sin. I was hopeless and on my way to hell. Christ gave 

me hope and He gave me a purpose. As I was reading the Book of 1 Kings I realized how patient 

God is. King after king did evil in the sight of the Lord. Why did God put up with continuous 

evil? Why does God put up with continuous evil now? 

He is holy. There is a huge gap between God and man. It is incomprehensible how holy God 

truly is. In spite of all the evil that’s going on He came down in the form of man for people who 

wanted nothing to do with Him. He walked among us. God was spit on and beaten! His bones 

were broken. He bled in an unfathomable way. At any moment He could have called down an 

army of angels to destroy everything! 

Don’t you get it? Jesus died for you and me when we wanted nothing to do with Him. We were 

in sin when Jesus said, “Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing.” In 

spite of our evil, Jesus died, was buried, and resurrected for our sins. Through His atonement on 

the cross we were given a second chance. He took away our sin and now we can begin to 

experience Him. 

God has given us the right to become His children. We deserve nothing, but He’s given us 

everything. He has given us life. Before this all we knew was death. Why is God so patient? God 

is patient with us because God (so) loved us. Don’t reject the gospel. Put your trust in Christ for 

the forgiveness of sins. 

15. 2 Peter 3:9 “The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. 

Instead he is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to 

repentance.” 

16. Romans 2:4 “Or do you disregard the riches of His kindness, tolerance, and patience, not 

realizing that God’s kindness leads you to repentance?” 
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17. Micah 7:18 “Who is a God like you, who pardons sin and forgives the transgression of the 

remnant of his inheritance? You do not stay angry forever but delight to show mercy.” 

18. John 3:16-17 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 

believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the 

world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 

 PEOPLE OF SECOND CHANCES 

Just as God is in the business of giving second chances, He wants His people to do the same. In 

fact, Jesus explains that forgiving others is tied to our own forgiveness: "But if you do not 

forgive others their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins" (Matthew 6:15). Ephesians 4:32, 

likewise, exhorts: "Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in 

Christ God forgave you." 

God's people are to offer second chance opportunities because they have each been given the 

ultimate second chance in Christ. Proverbs even speaks of the virtue of unlocking second 

chances, saying, "It is to one's glory to overlook an offense" (Proverbs 19:11b). 

The Apostle Peter once came to Jesus and asked how many times he should forgive someone 

who sins against him. Surely seven times would be enough, Peter reasoned. But Jesus answered, 

"I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times." Jesus is not saying that holding someone 

accountable is wrong. Rather, he is employing figurative language to convey the idea of 

continual forgiveness. God's people are to a give second chance as often as someone truly seeks 

it. 

This raises a very real concern, however. It can be confusing to discern the difference between 

offering continual second chances to a person and reconciling with them. 

Jonah is given a second chance 

We all remember the story of Jonah. Jonah tried to run from God’s will. We try to do this as well 

when we desire our will over God’s will. Jonah ran. He backslid. God could have let Jonah go 

his own way, but He loved Jonah too much to allow him to remain on the wrong path. It’s so 

awesome that God loves us so much and desires to use us. He doesn’t need us, which makes His 

love even greater. 
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God went out of His way and caused a storm to get His child back. Jonah was eventually thrown 

overboard and swallowed by a huge fish. From inside the fish Jonah repented. By God’s 

command, the fish spit Jonah out. At this moment, God could have just forgiven Jonah and that 

could have been the end of the story. However, this is obviously not what happened. God gave 

Jonah another opportunity to preach repentance to the city of Nineveh. This time Jonah obeyed 

the Lord. 

1. Jonah 1:1-4 “The word of the Lord came to Jonah son of Amittai: “Go to the great city of 

Nineveh and preach against it, because its wickedness has come up before me.” But Jonah ran 

away from the Lord and headed for Tarshish. He went down to Joppa, where he found a ship 

bound for that port. After paying the fare, he went aboard and sailed for Tarshish to flee from the 

Lord. Then the Lord sent a great wind on the sea, and such a violent storm arose that the ship 

threatened to break up.” 

2. Jonah 2:1-9 “From inside the fish Jonah prayed to the Lord his God. He said: “In my distress I 

called to the Lord, and he answered me. From deep in the realm of the dead I called for help, and 

you listened to my cry. You hurled me into the depths, into the very heart of the seas, and the 

currents swirled about me; all your waves and breakers swept over me. I said, ‘I have been 

banished from your sight; yet I will look again toward your holy temple.’ The engulfing waters 

threatened me, the deep surrounded me; seaweed was wrapped around my head. To the roots of 

the mountains I sank down; the earth beneath barred me in forever. But you, Lord my God, 

brought my life up from the pit. “When my life was ebbing away, I remembered you, Lord, and 

my prayer rose to you, to your holy temple. “Those who cling to worthless idols turn away from 

God’s love for them. But I, with shouts of grateful praise, will sacrifice to you. What I have 

vowed I will make good. I will say, ‘Salvation comes from the Lord.” 

3. Jonah 3:1-4 “Now the word of the Lord came to Jonah the second time, saying, 2 “Arise, go to 

Nineveh the great city and proclaim to it the proclamation which I am going to tell you.” 3 So 

Jonah arose and went to Nineveh according to the word of the Lord. Now Nineveh was an 

exceedingly great city, a three days’ walk. 4 Then Jonah began to go through the city one day’s 

walk; and he cried out and said, “Yet forty days and Nineveh will be overthrown.” 
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Samson is given a second chance 

Sometimes we are given second chances, but we have to live with the consequences of our 

previous failures. We see this in the story of Samson. Samson’s life was filled with second 

chances. Although he was greatly used by God, Samson was flawed as we all are. The sin of 

Samson that we all point to is when he told Delilah that his hair was the secret to his strength, 

which she later used to betray Samson. 

Eventually Samson’s hair was cut while he was sleeping and for the first time he became 

powerless to the Philistines. Samson was subdued, shackled, and his eyes were gouged out. 

Samson found himself in a place that he has never been before. While the Philistines were 

celebrating Samson prayed to God. He said, “Please, God, strengthen me just once more.” 

Samson was basically saying, “work through me again. Give me a second chance to do your 

will.” Samson wasn’t trying to get out of his situation. He just wanted to walk with the Lord. 

In Judges 16 verse 30 Samson said, “Let me die with the Philistines!” God in His mercy 

answered Samson. Samson reached toward the two central pillars on which the temple stood and 

he pushed upon them. The temple came down and Samson killed more Philistines than he did in 

his death than he did when he was alive. God accomplished His will through Samson. Notice that 

by his death Samson overcame his enemies. We overcome worldliness and sin by dying to self. 

Mark 8:35 “For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me 

and for the gospel will save it.” 

4. Judges 16:17-20 “So he told her everything. “No razor has ever been used on my head,” he 

said, “because I have been a Nazirite dedicated to God from my mother’s womb. If my head 

were shaved, my strength would leave me, and I would become as weak as any other man.” 18 

When Delilah saw that he had told her everything, she sent word to the rulers of the Philistines, 

“Come back once more; he has told me everything.” So the rulers of the Philistines returned with 

the silver in their hands. 19 After putting him to sleep on her lap, she called for someone to shave 

off the seven braids of his hair, and so began to subdue him. And his strength left him. 20 Then 
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she called, “Samson, the Philistines are upon you! He awoke from his sleep and thought, “I’ll go 

out as before and shake myself free.” But he did not know that the Lord had left him.” 

5. Judges 16:28-30 “Then Samson prayed to the Lord, “Sovereign Lord, remember me. Please, 

God, strengthen me just once more, and let me with one blow get revenge on the Philistines for 

my two eyes.” 29 Then Samson reached toward the two central pillars on which the temple 

stood. Bracing himself against them, his right hand on the one and his left hand on the other, 30 

Samson said, “Let me die with the Philistines!” Then he pushed with all his might, and down 

came the temple on the rulers and all the people in it. Thus he killed many more when he died 

than while he lived.” 

 Now I want to write Luke 11:30 over this section:  

For as Jonah became a sign to the Ninevites, so also the Son of Man will be to this generation.  

Jonah was a sign to the Ninevites. When this man arrived in the city of Nineveh, he not only had 

a message, he was a message. He was a sign to the Ninevites. And that is something to keep in 

mind as we get into this third chapter of the Book of Jonah.  

We read here in the first verse, “Now the word of the LORD came to Jonah the second time….” 

I know some folk who consider this verse their favorite verse in the Bible. You may wonder why 

this could be the favorite verse of anyone. Suppose our government had commissioned a man, 

for instance a general, to carry a message, and he disobeyed as Jonah did. What would be done 

with him? They would dismiss him, wouldn’t they? Would they trust him with orders a second 

time? I don’t think so. I asked a friend of mine who was one of the vice presidents of the Bank of 

America in San Francisco, “Harry, if you had a cashier in one of these thousand and one 

branches you have, and he absconded with all the funds and then returned after spending the 

money down in Mexico, would you take him back and give him another chance?” He said, 

“Absolutely not! He had his chance. We would never give that man another chance—never again 

trust him with any money.” I do not know, but I have a notion that would be the policy of every 

corporation in this country. And I’m sure many churches would never give a man a second 

chance. Aren’t you glad, beloved, that God will give you a second chance? “The word of the 

LORD came to Jonah the second time.” It’s wonderful, isn’t it! God gave him a second chance.  

https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/luke/11/30/s_984030
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/jonah/3/1-10/s_892001
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A schoolteacher spoke to me when I was teaching the Book of Jonah at Mt. Hermon. Teachers 

always have had the faculty of asking me questions I couldn’t answer! On this particular 

morning she came with this question: “Dr. McGee, suppose Jonah had bought a ticket again for 

Tarshish and started out, what then?” Well, I had never thought of that, so I said to the lady, 

“The only thing I can think of is that there would be another fish out there waiting for him—or 

maybe the same one. I’m confident that this man is going to Nineveh. „The word of the LORD 

came to Jonah the second time,’ and since he is God’s man, I don’t think it will be necessary for 

it to come to him the third time.”  

In a parallel situation, I have never read of the prodigal son asking his dad to stake him the 

second time or the third time to go out into the far country. He had one fling and that was it, 

because he was a son of the father. And Jonah, this backsliding prophet, is now on the way to 

Nineveh, I can assure you of that. And he is going there to give God’s message. “The word of the 

LORD came to Jonah the second time.”  

I like to think of our God as the God of the second chance. He gives us a second chance. And, by 

the way, He gives us more than two. I’m working somewhere up in the hundreds. I do not know 

exactly where, but I’m working way up there. God has been so gracious to me! He gives us many 

chances, and He has always done that. For instance, you may remember Jacob in the Book of 

Genesis. God had made wonderful promises to that man, yet he failed God again and again. But 

God would not let him go. And one night at the Brook Jabbok, God crippled his leg to get him. 

God would not give him up. He is the God of the second chance.  

And then David, the sweet psalmist of Israel, committed an awful sin. And I do not know why, 

but over the years I’ve noticed the soapbox orators, whom I’ve heard as I have walked through 

the park, are usually preaching on David. They feel like God made a terrible blunder choosing 

David and letting him have a second chance. Without question the double sin he committed was 

awful. The Bible doesn’t tone it down. But aren’t you glad God gave him a second chance? If He 

had not, we wouldn’t have Psalm 23; we wouldn’t have Psalm 32; we wouldn’t have Psalm 51; 

and we wouldn’t have almost a hundred other psalms, for David wrote most of these psalms 

following that experience. And you don’t read about David continuing to live in disobedience to 

God. David slipped, and God gave him a second chance. He is the God of the second chance.  

And then Simon Peter, you remember, stumbled and fell. And our Lord had even warned him,  

https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/psalms/23/1-6/s_501001
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/psalms/32/1-11/s_510001
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/psalms/51/1-19/s_529001
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“… Simon, Simon! Indeed, Satan has asked for you, that he may sift you as wheat. But I have 

prayed for you, that your faith should not fail….” (Luke 22:31, 32)  

God says, “I’ll not give you up.” And this man Simon Peter was given the privilege of preaching 

the first sermon on the Day of Pentecost when 3,000 men came to Christ. And God gave him a 

wonderful lifelong ministry. God did not give him up.  

Also, John Mark is an example in the Scriptures of one who failed. He was on the first 

missionary journey with Paul and his uncle Barnabas, whose name means “son of consolation.” 

But when John Mark looked out on that frightful wilderness of Asia Minor, he showed a yellow 

streak down his back, and he headed home to mama. So when they were ready for the second 

journey, Barnabas said, “Let’s take John Mark with us again and give him another chance.” In 

effect, Paul’s response was, “Absolutely not! Do you think I would take a man who had so failed 

on the first missionary journey? I won’t give him another chance.” But Uncle Barnabas took him 

anyway. The team of Paul and Barnabas split over John Mark because Paul wouldn’t have him. 

But Paul was proven wrong. And there came the day when Paul acknowledged it—in fact, in his 

swan song he wrote, “…Get Mark and bring him with you, for he is useful to me for ministry” (2 

Timothy 4:11). Isn’t that a wonderful thing—John Mark made good! God didn’t give him up 

after his first failure. God gave him another chance.  

After giving these messages on Jonah on a radio program in downtown Los Angeles many years 

ago, I received a letter from a doctor in Beverly Hills. He wrote: “Thank God for Jonah 3:1. That 

now is my favorite verse, and I’ll tell you why.” Then he told me his experience. He had been an 

officer in a church in Chicago, and some problem had arisen. Charges had been brought against 

him. He said he was not guilty at all, but everyone turned against him. He found no sympathy, no 

understanding from anyone in the church. So he walked out. He even moved his practice to 

Southern California and became a success out here, but he would never darken the door of a 

church. He said, “Never again!”  

However he did listen to our radio program. And, friend, may I say to you, that has been the 

wonder of radio. We never know who is listening. We find that there are countless numbers of 

people who have never darkened the door of anyone’s church, but they will listen to the radio. 

And that doctor was listening the night we came to this third chapter of Jonah. He said, “If God 

would give those men a second chance, He will give me a second chance.” And this man came 

https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/luke/22/31/s_995031
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/luke/22/32/s_995032
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/2timothy/4/11/s_1129011
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/2timothy/4/11/s_1129011
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/jonah/3/1/s_892001
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back to the Lord. So as a preacher I wrote a very professional letter and urged him to become 

active in some church, and he wrote back: “I’ve already done that!” May I say to you, the word 

of the Lord came to this doctor in our contemporary society the second time; and there are any 

number of people to whom the word of the Lord has come the second time, giving them a second 

chance. Only God will do that. And God will give you and me a second chance.  

So let’s follow this man Jonah as God gives him a second chance and sends him into the city of 

Nineveh. We’re told, “So the LORD spoke to the fish, and it vomited Jonah onto dry land” 

(Jonah 2:10). At last he is out on the dry land, and we believe God has raised him from the dead.  

Now the word of the LORD came to Jonah the second time, saying, “Arise, go to Nineveh, that 

great city, and preach to it the message that I tell you.” (Jonah 3:1, 2)  

And this man now will give one of the most startling messages that city ever heard.  

So Jonah arose and went to Nineveh, according to the word of the LORD. Now Nineveh was an 

exceedingly great city, a three-day journey in extent. (Jonah 3:3)  

Now if you were to go back to the nineteenth century, you would find writers of the school of 

higher criticism ridiculing this story, not just on account of the fish, but on account of the 

statements attributed to the Lord that Nineveh was a great city; and Jonah says it was an 

exceedingly great city! An ancient city of that size just wasn’t possible at all, according to the 

critics, because anyone knows that the ancient cities—certainly one as prominent as Nineveh—

would have had walls around them. Even Babylon in all of its glory was not a great city in size. 

It was compressed together, with very narrow streets, so that in time of a siege people could get 

inside of it. Babylon was walled in, and that had to be true of Nineveh, the critics reasoned; and 

in their view, by no means could it be said that it was an exceedingly great city.  

This man comes into the city with this very startling message, a message that would shock the 

people. His only problem was, how would he get a crowd? He was not known in the city of 

Nineveh. The king didn’t know him; none of the great people in Nineveh knew him, nor was 

there a committee to arrange for a campaign. So how did Jonah get a crowd? If you were a 

preacher you would worry about this. It would be of great concern to you, especially in these 

days of apostasy. How would a prophet of God, going into the pagan city of Nineveh, get a 

crowd?  

https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/jonah/2/10/s_891010
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/jonah/3/1/s_892001
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/jonah/3/2/s_892002
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/jonah/3/3/s_892003
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Now Jonah spent three days inside a fish. (We don’t think he was alive, but that’s beside the 

point right at this moment.) Inside that fish the gastric juices had been working on him for three 

days and three nights, and now this man has come into the city. I want to tell you, he was a sight 

to see! And our Lord makes it very clear. He says, “As Jonah became a sign to the Ninevites …” 

(Luke 11:30). I think when this man came to a street corner and stopped to wait for a street light, 

the people gathered around him and said, “Brother, where have you been?” And it didn’t take 

him long to gather a crowd. He probably said to them, “I’m a man who has come back from the 

dead to bring you a message from God.”  

“You don’t mean it!”  

“I certainly do, and I’ll tell you my experience.” And he’d give them his experience, then say, 

“I’m back here to tell you that in forty days this city is to be destroyed.” May I say to you, the 

entire population of that city began to listen to this strange-looking man.  

Now let’s get this down to where we can get hold of it. These things are real, you know. I think 

of that area where Nineveh was located as very much like Southern California where we are 

spreading out in every direction. Maybe that’s true in your city. Suppose a man began in the city 

center and walked from corner to corner all the way to the outskirts. Don’t you think that by the 

time he had gotten halfway the word would have spread until everybody was coming to hear 

what he had to say? Obviously this man Jonah was a sensation in the city of Nineveh! And our 

Lord says he was a sign to these Ninevites.  

Jonah began to enter the city—a day’s journey. He cried out with a startling message, “Yet forty 

days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!” But even more startling than the message, more 

sensational than the fish or anything else in the story, is the reaction of the people.  

So the people of Nineveh believed God… (Jonah 3:5)  

And I want to say to you, friend, had I been the head of a mission board sending out missionaries 

in that day and somebody said to me, “Why don’t you send one of your missionaries into 

Nineveh?” I would have said, “Let’s forget that place. That’s a godless city. They are the most 

brutal people in the world. There’s no use sending a missionary there. It wouldn’t do a bit of 

good!” I don’t know but what you might say the same thing. You would look at the brutality and 

https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/luke/11/30/s_984030
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/jonah/3/5/s_892005
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sin in that city and say it’s hopeless. God didn’t think so. God wanted a message brought to this 

city. And all it says here is that the people of Nineveh believed God.  

Now think this over very carefully. Did you know that all God has ever asked any person to do is 

to believe Him? That’s all. It’s amazing today how easy it is to believe people. While we were 

away recently, we heard a rumor that our organist at the church had broken her arm on Thursday 

night. I told everybody she had broken her arm, because that’s what I had been told. I just 

believed them. Then on Sunday morning, much to my chagrin, there she sat, playing the organ as 

usual. You may think I’m gullible anyway, and maybe I am; but I believed what I heard. Isn’t it 

interesting that we readily believe what people say and yet find it difficult to believe what God 

says? “If we receive the witness of men, the witness of God is greater….” (1 John 5:9). But these 

godless, brutal people of Nineveh believed God!  

My friend, all that God ever asked any of us to believe is that He gave His Son to die on the 

cross for us; and if we will receive Him, God says, “I’ll save you.” All God asks a sinner to do is 

just to believe Him! And we’re told that the people of Nineveh believed God. Someone says, 

“They were terrible people!” They sure were, and Jonah believed that for a long time, too, as 

we’ll see in chapter 4 when we get to it.  

So the people of Nineveh believed God, proclaimed a fast, and put on sackcloth, from the 

greatest to the least of them. Then word came to the king of Nineveh…  

and he arose from his throne and laid aside his robe, covered himself with sackcloth and sat in 

ashes. And he caused it to be proclaimed and published throughout Nineveh by the decree of the 

king and his nobles, saying, “Let neither man nor beast, herd nor flock, taste anything; do not let 

them eat, or drink water.”  

All the way from the king on the throne to the peasant in the hovel, this entire city turned to God!  

“But let man and beast be covered with sackcloth, and cry mightily to God; yes, let every one 

turn from his evil way and from the violence that is in his hands.” (Jonah 3:5-8)  

And this city was noted for its violence! Nineveh was hated throughout the world, probably more 

hated than any other nation in its day; but everyone turned from his violence and from his 

brutality. These people turned to God, and when they did, they turned from their evil ways.  

https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/1john/5/9/s_1164009
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/jonah/4/1-11/s_893001
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/jonah/3/5-8/s_892005
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Friend, there is nothing else like this on record anywhere. There has never been a great turning to 

God to equal this.  

Why did God choose this wicked city? The very interesting thing is that the examples given to us 

in the Scriptures are always extreme. Whom did God choose to save in the city of Jericho? He 

picked Rahab the harlot. I heard a man speaking on the radio the other day who sure cleaned up 

Rahab’s character. He said she was merely an innkeeper running a motel. May I say to you, 

that’s not what the Bible says. But God saved her, if you please. Why? Because she believed 

God.  

And God saved the entire city of Nineveh—a brutal, pagan, heathen city—to let the Gentile 

world know He will save anybody who will turn to Him and believe Him. And, of course, that 

still holds good today.  

Now the king’s word went throughout Nineveh; and the entire city went into sackcloth and 

ashes, crying out to God for mercy because they believed God. And what did happen?  

“Who can tell if God will turn and relent, and turn away from His fierce anger, so that we may 

not perish?” Then God saw their works, that they turned from their evil way; and God relented 

from the disaster that He had said He would bring upon them, and He did not do it. (Jonah 3:9, 

10)  

God said He would destroy Nineveh, but He did not destroy Nineveh. The only prophecy of 

Jonah that we have recorded is, “Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!” But it wasn’t 

overthrown. God did not destroy Nineveh. So, did Jonah give a wrong prophecy? No, it 

happened to be a right prophecy. Had God changed His mind? Was God wishy-washy?  

Someone asked that of Dr. G. Campbell Morgan years ago in England: “Dr. Morgan, is God as 

changeable as a weather vane?” His reply was, “You used the wrong illustration. A weather vane 

is not changeable. It never changes. It operates according to a law that says it doesn’t make any 

difference which way the wind will blow, the weather vane always points in the direction the 

wind is going. It is the wind that does the changing.”  

https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/jonah/3/9/s_892009
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/jonah/3/10/s_892010
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Who really changed? God or Nineveh? The weather vane turned to Nineveh because God will 

always save when people turn to Him. He has never changed. He will never change. And if they 

don’t turn to Him, He will do what He promised—He will judge.  

If you want the sequel to the story of Jonah, read the little prophecy of Nahum written a hundred 

years later. It is the judgment of Nineveh. By then the city had again turned from God, and this 

time they did not repent of it. The revival was gone. Judgment came, and Nineveh was left in 

ruins. Even the ruins were lost to civilization until the city was excavated in the nineteenth 

century. May I say to you, God never changes.  

It does not matter which way the wind is blowing in your life, God never changes. He will save 

any sinner who will come to Him in faith. The writer to the Hebrews assures us that,  

Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever. (Hebrews 13:8 

When we are given another chance 

I’ve noticed that we are sometimes put in similar situations. I am not saying that God puts us in 

temptation. What I am saying is this, we are given opportunities to bear fruit in an area we have 

failed in before. There have been situations in my life where I feel like I failed. However, down 

the line I’ve been put into similar situations. Although I might have failed the first time, the 

second time I bore better fruit showing maturity in Christ. 

Second chances reveal a God who is sanctifying us and conforming us into the image of Christ. 

He loves us too much to allow us to remain infants in Christ. He is faithful to mold you and build 

you up. The question is, are you growing? 

There are so many great saints who failed the Lord in the Bible, but they got back up. When you 

sin, use that as an opportunity to grow in the Lord. Pray for God to conform you into the image 

of Christ. You might be put in the same situation down the line. Just like Jonah, you are going to 

be given a choice. Obey or disobey! 

6. Philippians 1:6 “And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to 

completion at the day of Jesus Christ.” 

https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/hebrews/13/8/s_1146008
https://biblereasons.com/temptation/
https://biblereasons.com/temptation/
https://biblereasons.com/gods-love-for-us/
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7. Matthew 3:8 “Bear fruit in keeping with repentance.” 

8. 1 Peter 2:1-3 “So rid yourselves of all malice, all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and all slander. Like 

newborn infants, desire the pure spiritual milk, so that you may grow by it for your salvation, 

since you have tasted that the Lord is good.” 

9. Colossians 3:10 “And have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge after the 

image of its creator.” 

Second chances are not a license to sin  

Real Christians struggle with sin. Sometimes you might fail more than 3 times. However, do you 

remain down? If you’re using God’s grace as an excuse to indulge in a sinful lifestyle that is 

remaining down. Evidence that you have truly put your trust in Christ for salvation is that you 

will have new desires for Christ and His Word. Once again, some believers struggle more than 

others, but there is a desire to be more and there is a fight. 

A true believer should see more and more progress against sin. Over the years there should be 

growth in your walk with Christ. We will never be able to comprehend God’s love. His love is 

too deep. If you are a Christian, then you have been forgiven by the blood of Christ! Do not live 

in condemnation. His blood covers all of your sins past, present, and future. You are free! Run to 

Christ and enjoy Him, but what you should never do, is take advantage of His love. 

10. Proverbs 24:16 “For though a righteous man falls seven times, he will rise again, but the 

wicked stumble into calamity.” 

11. 1 John 1:5-9 “This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; 

in him there is no darkness at all. 6 If we claim to have fellowship with him and yet walk in the 

darkness, we lie and do not live out the truth. 7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, 

we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all[a] sin. 

8 If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess 

https://biblereasons.com/repentance/
https://biblereasons.com/grace/
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our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all 

unrighteousness.” 

12. 1 John 2:1 “My little children, I am writing you these things so that you may not sin. But if 

anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father—Jesus Christ the Righteous One.” 

13. Romans 6:1-2 “What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase? 

2 By no means! We are those who have died to sin; how can we live in it any longer?” 

14. 1 John 3:8-9 “The one who practices sin is of the devil; for the devil has sinned from the 

beginning. The Son of God appeared for this purpose, to destroy the works of the devil. 9 No one 

who is born of God practices sin, because His seed abides in him; and he cannot sin, because he 

is born of God.” 

Giving others a second chance 

Just as God is patient and forgiving, we are to be patient and forgiving as well. Sometimes 

forgiving is hard, but we have to understand that we have been forgiven much. Why can’t we 

forgive for small issues compared to the forgiveness that God bestowed upon us? When we pour 

out grace upon others we are becoming like the God that we worship. 

Forgiveness does not mean the relationship is going to be the same. We should do all we can to 

seek reconciliation. We should forgive people, but sometimes the relationship should end 

especially if the person willfully keeps sinning against you. 

For example, if you have a boyfriend who keeps cheating on you, this is not a healthy 

relationship that you should remain in. We should use godly discernment. This is something that 

we should diligently pray to the Lord about. 

19. Matthew 6:15 “But if you do not forgive others their trespasses, neither will your Father 

forgive your trespasses.” 

https://biblereasons.com/forgiveness/
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20. Matthew 18:21-22 “Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how many times shall I 

forgive my brother or sister who sins against me? Up to seven times?” 22 Jesus answered, “I tell 

you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times.” 

21. Colossians 3:13 “Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you has a grievance 

against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you.” 

22. Matthew 18:17 “If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church. And if he refuses to listen 

even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector.” 

  

 

 

1. Make a fresh start 

 

Psalm 85:1-7 

 

Like so many of us, the psalmist wants an opportunity to make a fresh start in life. He cries out to 

God, ‘help us make a fresh start’ (v.6, MSG). 

God is not wishy-washy. He hates sin. There is such a thing as righteous anger (v.5). It is one 

side of God’s love. But the psalmist knows that this righteous anger is not contrary to God’s 

unfailing love, and in this psalm we see both side by side. 

God forgives: ‘You lifted the cloud of guilt from your people, you put their sins far out of sight 

… you cooled your hot, righteous anger’ (vv.2–3, MSG). 

The psalmist knows that when we turn back to God he restores and revives us through his 

‘unfailing love’ (v.7). He prays, ‘Restore us again … Will you not revive us again’ (vv.4,6).   

Lord, thank you that you give me so many chances. Lord, would you have mercy on us, the 

church in this country. Restore us again. ‘Will you not revive us again, that your people may 

rejoice in you?’ (v.6). 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2085:1-7&version=NIV&interface=print
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2. Enjoy a radical life change 
 

Romans 2:1-16 

 

God loves you. He wants the very best for your life. He does not want you to mess up your life. 

Sin takes us ‘on a dark spiral downwards’ (v.1, MSG). ‘God is kind, but he’s not soft. In 

kindness he takes us firmly by the hand and leads us into a radical life-change’ (v.4, MSG). 

Paul speaks of the ‘wrath’ of God (vv.5,8). This is God’s loving, righteous anger against sin. But 

Paul does not begin with the ‘wrath’ of God. He begins with ‘the riches of his kindness, 

tolerance and patience’ (v.4). God is love. His anger is the very last resort – for those who are 

‘self-seeking and who reject the truth and follow evil’ (v.8). 

God loves everyone. He ‘does not show favouritism’ (v.11). He loves both Jew and Gentile 

alike. God is impartial. He is a righteous judge. 

All of us have sinned and have no excuse: ‘Every time you criticise someone, you condemn 

yourself. It takes one to know one. Judgmental criticism of others is a well-known way of 

escaping detection in your own crimes and misdemeanours’ (v.1, MSG). 

It is so easy to judge other people about the very things we do ourselves. We tend to look at 

ourselves through rose-tinted glasses and look at everyone else through a magnifying glass. A 

judgmental mind focuses on what is wrong with others, rather than on what is right. 

The opening five books of the Old Testament establish God’s relationship with his people and 

give instructions on how to live. But ‘merely hearing God’s law is a waste of your time if you 

don’t do what he commands’ (v.13, MSG). So all of us will be judged by what we know. For 

some, that will be God’s law, for others their own consciences: ‘Something deep within them 

that echoes God’s yes and no, right and wrong’ (v.15, MSG). 

All of us need to repent. God’s kindness is intended to lead us to repentance. The moment we 

repent and turn to God, we get a second chance, the possibility of a new life. Repentance is such 

a positive word in the New Testament. It is not just about turning away from sin, but turning 

towards God. 

Lord, forgive me for the times when I judge others for the very things that I do myself. Thank 

you for the riches of your kindness, love and forgiveness made possible through the blood of 

Jesus Christ. Thank you that every day is an opportunity for a new start, a second chance. 

3. Seize a second chance 
 

Jonah 1:1-4:11 

 

Jonah is different from all the other prophets. As Eugene Peterson writes, ‘He is not a hero too 

high and mighty for us to identify with – he doesn’t do anything great.’ 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans%202:1-16&version=NIV&interface=print
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jonah%201:1-4:11&version=NIV&interface=print
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The book starts with Jonah disobeying God, and ends with him complaining about what God has 

done. He is a man who suffered from severe depression. God works within and around Jonah’s 

weaknesses to accomplish his purposes.    

Each of these four short chapters tells us something about God’s love. 

 God’s love will never let you go  

You cannot successfully run away from God or from his call. Jonah was a well-known 

preacher (2 Kings 14:25). He is told to go to Nineveh (Jonah 1:2). Instead, he runs to 

Tarshish – to the Costa Brava in southwest Spain (and not for a holiday!). He runs from the 

presence of the Lord. 

You can run from God, but you cannot hide. Jonah ends up in a mess. It is so easy to think 

that our own disobedience will not affect anyone but us. This story shows that our 

disobedience has consequences for other people. 

Sometimes the storms we face in life are the result of our own disobedience. A storm rages, 

and Jonah knows it is his fault. He is prepared to die and demands to be thrown into the sea, 

but ‘the Lord provided a great fish’ (v.17). God’s love would not let him go. 

 God’s love can reach you no matter how far you’ve fallen  

Perhaps you find yourself in unusual or difficult circumstances. No matter how desperate or 

hopeless your situation may seem, it is never too late. When he hit rock bottom, from inside 

the fish Jonah prayed: ‘In my distress I called to the Lord … you listened to my cry’ (2:2). 

He recognised what we miss out on when we do not follow the Lord. ‘Those who cling to 

worthless idols forfeit the grace that could be theirs’ (v.8). It is so easy to put our trust in 

something other than God. We may not worship actual idols, but we can so often put our 

trust in the 'idols’ of money, success, fame or sex. Anything that takes us away from God 

prevents us from receiving the grace that can be ours. 

There is no situation that God cannot rescue you from if you cry out to him. 

 God’s love means you get a second chance  

God was persistent in giving Jonah a second chance and when Jonah took him up on it, the 

result was an eternal impact on many people’s lives. 

Then the word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time: ‘Go to the great city of Nineveh and 

proclaim to it the message I give you’ (3:2). This is almost exactly what God had said to him 

earlier (1:2). The first time he messed up. The second time God used him powerfully. 

Not only did God give Jonah a second chance, he also gave the city of Nineveh a second 

chance. 

Nineveh was a great city (1:2, 3:2). It had more than 120,000 people (4:11). As a result of 

Jonah’s message the people repented; they believed (3:5). The king believed (vv.7–9). 

Revival came as a result of one person’s preaching. Thousands were saved (v.10). 
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 God’s love extends to all his creation  

God loves everyone and wants to be merciful to every person, city and nation on earth. 

After all the success of his evangelistic campaign, Jonah fell into another deep depression. 

He was angry with God (4:1). Jonah was quick to anger, unlike God who is ‘sheer grace and 

mercy, not easily angered, rich in love, and ready at the drop of a hat to turn your plans of 

punishment into a program of forgiveness!’ (v.2, MSG). 

We see now why Jonah ran away in the first place. He was angry that they had repented. The 

Ninevites were cruel oppressors. They were into witchcraft, torture, greed and prostitution. 

Yet they repented and God forgave them. This still happens today – some find it hard when 

really evil people repent and God forgives them. 

God sent Jonah a little visual aid. He provided a plant to give him shade. He was thrilled with 

it. Then God destroyed it (v.7). But God pointed out his great love for all his creation (unlike 

Jonah’s concerns, which are rather narrow and selfish, vv.10–11). 

One of God’s amazing characteristics is mercy. Mercy means being kind and good to people 

who do not deserve it. God has extended his mercy to us all through Jesus Christ and his 

mercy never runs out. 

Lord, thank you for your great love. Thank you that even when I have messed up, you give me a 

second chance. Help me to bring the good news of your love to others so that they too may turn 

back to your love. 

 

GOD DELIGHTS IN GIVING SECOND CHANCES 

When Moses wanted to understand more about God so that he could speak with authority to the 

people of Israel, God passed by him and proclaimed He is, "The Lord, the Lord, the 

compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness" (Exodus 

34:6). 

God is patient in giving us second chances—and not just one, but continual second chances. 

Micah 7:18 says, "Who is a God like you, who pardons sin and forgives the transgression of the 

remnant of his inheritance? You do not stay angry forever but delight to show mercy." God 

savors opportunities to offer second chances and is eager not to punish us when we truly seek 

forgiveness for our sin (Joel 2:13). 

We see this most vividly in God's offering up His only Son—Jesus Christ—for the forgiveness 

of our sins. As the Apostle Peter explained, "'[Christ] himself bore our sins' in his body on the 

cross, so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; 'by his wounds you have been 

healed'" (1 Peter 2:24). Jesus lived the sinless life we couldn't live and died the gruesome death 

we should have received, to offer us a second chance at life with God. 
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Both the Old and New Testaments bear witness to a forgiving God. Think of Moses, who 

murdered a man (Exodus 2:11-15); Jonah, who fled from God's command (Jonah 1); David, who 

committed adultery and had a man murdered (2 Samuel 11:14-17); Rahab, who was a prostitute 

in Jericho (Joshua 2); and Peter, who denied even knowing Jesus after spending three years with 

Him (Matthew 26:69-75, Mark 14:66-72, Luke 22:55-62, John 18:15-17 and 25-27). Each of 

these—and dozens of other men and women like them in Scripture—stand as monuments of 

God's grace (Hebrews 11). 

None stands taller than Jesus, of course, who said, "The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he 

has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the 

prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to set the oppressed free, to proclaim the year of the 

Lord's favor" (Luke 4:18–19). His ministry, he said, would be marked by fresh starts and second 

chances for those whom many view as outcasts. 

And that's exactly what we see when we examine Jesus' life. We see how He redeemed and 

elevated people others convicted and condemned. We see that He professed the unfaltering 

power of redemption in their lives. 

Zacchaeus the tax collector, for example, was considered a sinner by his neighbors (Luke 19:1–

10). When Zacchaeus shows he has changed and is making amends by giving possessions to the 

poor, Christ responds by saying, "Today salvation has come to this house." When the criminal 

dying on the cross next to Jesus asks for Him to remember him, Christ responds by saying He 

will see him in paradise (Luke 23:32–43). 

But Jesus doesn't envision His forgiveness stopping with Him. 

God's people are to offer second chance opportunities because they have each been given 

the ultimate second chance in Christ.  

 

By walking alongside those who need a second chance, we can help bring God's healing into 

their lives and our communities. 

As Christians, we know the Gospel changes people, but do we believe changed people can, in 

turn, change other people, communities, or even nations? We love the redemption stories of 

Moses and Paul—both of whom had blood on their hands—but are we willing to challenge the 

cultural barriers that would make us think twice before welcoming either of those men into our 

lives today? 

Let’s admit it - ‘Life isn’t and can’t be a bed of roses’. Ups and downs, highs and lows are part 

of everyone’s life and honestly, these extreme conditions are the elements that make us strong 

and give us a push to move on in life. Often there are circumstances when things do not work in 

our favour and the rough phase continues for a bit too long than any of us would expect. 
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 But does that mean we should give up and accept defeat, without even trying again? Certainly 

not! I feel it’s rather wise to have faith in our karma that there might be a second chance waiting 

and coming our way to give us an opportunity to start afresh and make things happen for us. 

 Yes, for those who always thought that life NEVER gives second chances, it’s time to look 

beyond what your eyes can see and your mind can think, and let there be hope. There’s always a 

scope for a second chance, only if you TRUST – God and your own self. 

 Second chance may not be a surety every time that you can go back, rectify your mistakes and 

get whatever you wanted, but it certainly brings an assurance that you can put in your best 

efforts, which were lacking the first time you tried and failed. 

And feel extremely lucky if life gives you a Second Chance for not everyone is God’s favourite 

child to get blessed with such opportunities in life. 

 So instead of sulking and feeling gloomy and let desolation creep in because of your failure, let 

there be a ray of hope – a hope to get that hard-to-get second chance, which may transform your 

life in a way that you always wanted and waited for. Second chance that can give a new meaning 

to your existence and help you regain the lost confidence that is affecting your happiness. Second 

chance that would determine how serious you are about things that matter in your life! Second 

chance that’ll help you take a decision whether you still can fight against all odds and make 

things sail smooth. 

 It’s all about believing that ‘this is not the end of the road’. Life will always give you a Second 

Chance, only if you TRUST. 

However, some of you may wonder that if there’s always a second chance that waits for 

everyone, then why one should worry in the first place. But do remember, God helps those who 

help themselves. Second chance isn’t really a boon for those who are comfortable with their 

discomforts and can lead a miserable life with all sorts of regrets. Second chance would embrace 

only those select few who have the urge to rise from the ashes and make their way whatsoever. 

 Ever thought, why despite a fatal accident, some lucky ones still manage to survive and get their 

life back? Only because they didn’t lose hope and always had the trust that life would give them 

a Second Chance – to LIVE. 

 Look around, analyze situations and ask yourself - Hasn’t life been kind to you ever? Has life 

always given you miseries and then not giving you a chance to correct your mistakes? Can’t be 

the case! It’s might be the case that you haven’t been attentive enough to notice and grab that 

second chance that came your way at some point. So it’s your mistake and you are at fault. If you 

have become used to living with regrets and don’t want to take or give second chances, then it’s 

not fair to blame life either. 

 Always remember, God has designed your life as beautifully as you would have thought of, so 

don’t waste time thinking that ‘THIS IS THE END’. Life isn’t all about trying, failing and then 
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regretting forever. Let there be hope for a second chance, and once you get that, make the most 

of it and it will work wonders for you – only if you TRUST. 

From gift to forgiveness 

Fundamental in this context are God’s gift, beginning with creation, its manifestation in the 

various expressions of the covenant leading to the mission of the Son, the revelation of God as 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit (Mt 18.19) and the offer of perfect and endless communion with 

God. Such a gift also comports an invitation to accept it, for it implicitly shows us the right way 

to receive it and it renders us capable of a fitting response. In our description of revealed 

morality we made a point of showing that God accompanies his gifts with the revelation of the 

right path to be followed and of the fitting manner of accepting them. 

The Bible itself witnesses to the fact, however, that from the very beginning, human beings did 

not do justice to the gift of God, refusing to walk the way indicated by God and preferring their 

own false ways. This takes place in the whole of human history, in every generation up to the 

crucifixion of the Son of God, the rejection of his missionaries and the persecution of believers. 

The Bible is the narrative of God’s initiatives, but at the same time it is the story of human 

wickedness, weakness and failure. The question cannot be shirked, what is God’s reaction to this 

human response? Does God make the offer only once? Do those who do not accept it in the right 

manner lose it for ever and inexorably perish in their rebellion, separated from God, the source of 

life? 

In these circumstances the books of the Bible explain how God’s giving is followed by his 

forgiving. God does not act as judge and as implacable vindicator, but takes pity on his fallen 

creatures. He invites them to repent, to do penance, and he forgives their faults. It is a 

fundamental and decisive feature of revealed morality that it does not consist in a rigid and 

inflexible moralism. Its guarantor is a God who is full of mercy, who wishes not the death of the 

sinner, but that he turn and live (Ezek 18.23, 32).  

We shall present the principal facts of this favourable and saving state of affairs in which 

forgiving is combined with giving and constitutes the sinner’s only hope. The Old Testament 

amply attests God’s willingness to forgive, which reaches its climax in the mission of Jesus. 

God’s forgiveness in the Old Testament 

81. Sin and failure, penance and expiation play an important role in the daily life of God’s 

people. This is evident in the fundamental narratives about the origin of evil in the world (Gen 2–

4; 6–9), the rebellion of Israel (Jer 31; Ezek 36) and the acknowledgement of God’s sovereignty 

by the whole world (Is 45.18–25). The range of rich and expressive terms used of sin and 

forgiveness as well as the elaborate ritual of expiation point to the same reality. However, it is 

not easy to express in our modern categories the anthropological and theological dimensions of 

the process by which the relationship between God and his people is restored. 
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The beginnings of hope  

In so far as we can distinguish the earliest phases of Israelite religion we can say that there was a 

time when hope of a retribution in future life played no specific role in moral motivation as it 

was still embryonic. The earliest expectations seem to have consisted simply in a return to tribal 

origins, reunion with the ancestors in death (1 Sam 28.19; 2 Sam 12.23). At this stage the 

recompense of virtue is a long life (Gen 25.8) and a long line of descendants. In the end all, both 

good and bad (Ezek 32.18–31), go down to Sheol, a place of darkness, silence, impotence and 

inactivity (Ps 88.3–12), in total contrast to life, because there it is impossible to praise God. The 

negative effect of this belief upon morality reaches its peak in the later book of Qoheleth; it is 

presented as one of the main reasons to view as vanity any striving for the good and any moral 

endeavour: “For the fate of humans and the fate of animals is the same; as one dies, so does the 

other.” (Eccles 3.19; but also note the variant in 12.7).  

Long before Qoheleth, however, another world-vision was emerging. It implied that death and 

Sheol were subject to the lordship of God over heaven and earth. The psalms in particular 

witness to the conviction that even after their descent into the grave the Lord does not abandon 

those who hope in him and live according to the commandments. God’s communion with his 

faithful cannot be interrupted by death. It is a feature of love that it lasts forever, and God’s 

faithfulness as well as his omnipotence were held to be able to respond to this situation: “Your 

steadfast love is better than life.” (Ps 63.4), although the psalmist did not yet have any idea of 

how God, in practice, would have maintained his steadfast love towards his faithful. Long before 

the hope of resurrection had begun to be affirmed, the concept that God’s fidelity towards the 

righteous could suffer no interruption was already alive in Israel’s creed (Ps 16.8–11; 17.15; 

49.14–16; 73.24–28). On the lines of this development the faith that God’s solidarity with those 

who followed his commandments would never fail, not even in the afterlife, came to form part of 

moral reasoning.  

First signs of hope in the resurrection 

According to some exegetes, a well known passage in Job reflects how, through the enduring 

love of God, the afterlife has come to be understood as an incorporeal existence. This rests on a 

translation of a very difficult passage in Job 19.26: “And after my skin has been thus destroyed, 

without my flesh I shall see God”. Whatever the meaning of this uncertain text may be in 

Hebrew, the Septuagint already, later taken up by the Church Fathers, interpreted it as a witness 

to faith in the resurrection: “For I know that he is eternal who is about to deliver me, and to raise 

up upon the earth my skin that endures all this.” (Job LXX 19.25–26). 

The persecution in the Maccabean period offers the first clear connection between mortality and 

the afterlife, in the form of resurrection and new life for the martyrs, of torment for the 

persecutors and their descendants (2 Macc 7.9–36). The same thought is expressed in Dan 12.2: 

“Many [which in Aramaic does not have any overtones of exclusion] of those who sleep in the 

dust of the earth will awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting 

contempt”. Here resurrection to life is not limited to martyrs but extends to “all those whose 

names are found written in the book”. It is resurrection of the whole person. No division of body 
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and soul is envisaged, because Hebrew anthropology cannot conceive such a separation: the 

human being is not divided in this way, but is an animated body.  

In the Book of Wisdom future recompense and punishment after death are an important moral 

motive. Under the influence of Greek philosophy, more specifically middle Platonism, future 

hope is expressed in terms of immortality of the soul. The souls of the righteous are at peace 

(3.1–3) as they were found worthy to be with God, to live in loving company with him (3.5, 9). 

By contrast, adulterers have neither hope nor comfort on the day of judgement, because the end 

of the race of evildoers is dire (3.19). The immortality of the soul is seen as a personal 

immortality.  

In conclusion we can say that these glimmers of light open up new possibilities. While they 

clarify the ephemeral nature of present goods, they teach us to give absolute preference to any 

solution grounded on the lasting friendship of God for his human creatures. 

The example of Jesus 

 Against the denial by the Sadducees of the resurrection of the dead Jesus resolutely affirms it. 

The Father’s transcendence, his love and his will are decisive factors for Jesus’ own conduct. He 

expects from his followers the same conviction, and this is the example which the martyrs 

follow. 

The attitude and teaching of Jesus 

Jesus’ answer to the Sadducees’ story in Mark 12.18–23 was his question: “Is it not this the 

reason you are wrong, that you know neither the scriptures nor the power of God?” He concludes 

with the statement: “You are quite wrong.” (12.27). He confirms with special insistence the 

erroneous nature of their denial of the resurrection of the dead, linking this to their ignorance of 

God and to their false concept of God’s power. For Jesus God could not present himself as “The 

God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob” (12.26) without being in living union 

with these persons, “He is God not of the dead, but of the living”. (12.27). In Jesus’ view 

resurrection of the dead and eternal life were linked. His entire attention was concentrated on 

God; everything depends on a right understanding of God’s power and of his attitude towards 

human beings. The goal of human life, which determines human behaviour, is not an abstract 

idea of eternal life but a living relationship with God, who created and destined human persons 

for an endless communion of life with himself.  

For Jesus himself the horizon of his life and actions was the Father, his living union with the 

Father. He lived for the Father, with the Father and in the Father; that is why he took upon 

himself the mystery of the passion, till its climax in his death on the cross. He says of himself: 

“My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to complete his work.” (John 4.34). Doing the 

Father’s will, fulfilling the mission assigned him, is essentially the way in which Jesus lives out 

his union with the Father. Faithfulness to the Father is the basis of all the actions and suffering of 

Jesus. This loyalty to his mission is the reason why he never yielded to any human pressure; it 

finally led him to death on the cross. It is, however, his ‘only food’, it gives him life, it is the 

source and strength of his life. No earthly life, nor all the goods of this world, no matter how 
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procured, constitute Jesus’ supreme value. His supreme value is exclusively his union with the 

Father, lived out by doing his will.  

Jesus himself put forward an example, and he expects his disciples to follow the path he trod. For 

them too fidelity to the Father’s will is decisive. At the conclusion of the Sermon on the Mount, 

Jesus offers a kind of summary in the words: “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will 

enter the kingdom of heaven, but only the one who does the will of my Father in heaven.” (Matt 

7.21). It is precisely in an eschatological perspective, indicating the condition for entry into the 

kingdom of heaven, that Jesus presents his Father’s will as the decisive norm of morality.  

Union of life with the Father in the kingdom of heaven is impossible without having lived in 

union with him in our earthly lives, by doing his will. 

Jesus indicates more precisely what should determine the disciples’ behaviour and their 

sufferings: “I tell you, my friends, do not fear those who kill the body, and after that can do 

nothing more. But I will warn you whom to fear: fear him who, after he has killed, has authority 

to cast into hell.” (Luke 12.4–5). This is an instruction among friends; Jesus wants to protect his 

friends, his disciples, but also the crowd (cf. 12.1) against the error of shutting themselves within 

an earthly perspective. He therefore broadens the horizon and points to God and to his power 

beyond earthly existence: God can both exclude from, and welcome to union of life with himself. 

If Jesus speaks of fear he does not intend to cause terror or anguish, he only wants to call to a 

serious and profound awareness of the real situation. This awareness, that takes into account the 

eschatological perspective, must determine all actions. Human behaviour should be motivated 

not by the evil which may happen during our earthly existence, but by what happens to us in the 

end, if God pronounces a negative judgement.  

In another instruction, also to “the crowds together with his disciples” (Mark 8.34), Jesus 

explicitly mentions following the way of the cross: “If any want to become my followers, let 

them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For those who want to save their 

life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save 

it.” (Mark 8.34–35). He concludes: “Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this 

adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in 

the glory of his Father with the holy angels.” (8.38).The only way to save one’s life is union with 

Jesus and his gospel, because Jesus is united with the Father, the only source of all life. To 

maintain this union with Jesus it may be necessary to join him in renouncing earthly life and 

accepting the cross. Following Jesus and union with him cannot be partial; they must be total. 

Again the eschatological perspective requires and justifies this conduct. It is through his way of 

life that Jesus enters the glory of his Father, and will come again and be made manifest in this 

glory. Only a permanent union with him and a courageous loyalty to him and to his word make it 

possible to share his glorious life with the Father, hence to save one’s life.  

Following the example of the martyrs 

Instances of martyrdom are reported in some later books of the Old Testament (1 and 2 Macc). 

These cases are related and interpreted in a situation when the awareness of the future destiny of 

mankind has already reached maturity. The martyrs teach survival in another life, and that the 
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values at risk in our present concrete decisions are absolutely radical, so much so that they 

motivate and require the most demanding options.  

In the New Testament Jesus himself is the martyr par excellence. His total fidelity to the mission 

received from the Father, leading to death on the cross, provides an example to his followers. 

This becomes clear in Paul’s exhortation to Timothy: “Fight the good fight of the faith; take hold 

of the eternal life, to which you were called”, then he reminds him of “Christ Jesus, who in his 

testimony before Pontius Pilate made the good confession” (1 Tim 6.12–13). The first Christians 

who accepted death and shed their blood to remain faithful to the Lord Jesus were called 

‘martyrs’, that is, ‘witnesses’. They attest in the most extreme way that union with Christ is more 

precious than anything else. Stephen, the first Christian killed for his faithfulness to Jesus, was 

such a martyr in the eyes of Paul (Acts 22.20); the Book of Revelation also often speaks of these 

witnesses of Jesus (Rev 2.13; 6.9; 17.6; 20.4). 

In the earliest theologians themes concerning martyrdom abound. Suffice it to mention Ignatius 

of Antioch, who brings together the Pauline idea of union with Christ and the Johannine theme 

of life in Christ with the ideal of the imitation of Christ. The passion of the Lord is re-enacted in 

the death of his witnesses. 

When the martyrs sacrifice their lives they bear witness to essential criteria of conduct: to the 

absolute primacy of God and the direct consequence, that fidelity to him may require heroism 

and renunciation of all other values, to the relationship between an ephemeral present and a 

future that offers a salvation beyond all human dimensions, to conformity with Christ, the 

‘martyr’ of God, and imitation of his example. 

The eschatological perspective in the Pauline writings 

As in all other writings of the New Testament the eschatological perspective in Paul’s teaching is 

fundamental and omnipresent, even when it is not explicitly mentioned. For Paul God the Father 

is he who raised Jesus from the dead (cf. Gal 1.1; Rom 10.9, etc.). The horizon of our existence 

is no longer confined to our mortal, earthly life, since life in eternal communion with the risen 

Christ opens up an unlimited horizon. It changes the circumstances and the parameters of life on 

earth and becomes the determining norm governing our present existence. Some Pauline texts 

that speak of resurrection and judgement express this particularly clearly and outline the 

consequences for moral conduct. 

The Resurrection  

In the long chapter 1 Cor 15 Paul presents the close connection between the resurrection of 

Jesus, the resurrection of Christians and the assessment and the consequent evaluation of our 

present life. At the end of the chapter he sums up the consequences: “Therefore, my beloved, be 

steadfast, immovable, always excelling in the work of the Lord, because you know that in the 

Lord your labour is not in vain.” (15.58). The ‘work of the Lord’, that is, faithfully following the 

example of Jesus, is certainly laborious (cf. 15.30–31), but it is not vain as it leads to the 

resurrection, to a blessed life with the risen Christ.  
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The consequences of Jesus’ resurrection are also described in Col 3.1–11, where, among other 

things, we find: “If you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ 

is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are 

on earth....Put to death, therefore, whatever in you is earthly.” (vv. 1-2, 5). This saying must be 

read on various intersecting levels: Christ is risen; we all participate in his resurrection. This 

happens in an incomplete way; still less is it automatic; deliberate participation by the human 

partner is required; this also demands a discernment between what has a worldly origin, 

prompted by the flesh, and what belongs to the order where Christ now is. Since Christ has 

preceded us to the eschatological state, the world of earthly values, far from disappearing, now 

takes on its true and limited dimensions.  

 

Judgement 

From time to time Paul makes reference to the judgement that awaits us. Whatever we have done 

in our lives will be assessed by the Lord and will receive from him appropriate recompense. This 

truth should spur us on to live in a responsible manner so as to await God’s assessment with 

confidence. 

In Rom 14.10–12 Paul states: “We will all stand before the judgement seat of God...So then, 

each of us will be accountable to God.” The aspect of personal responsibility thus comes to the 

fore. If life ended in nothingness, our manner of life on earth would be a matter of indifference. 

In fact our life is directed towards an accounting for which our present way of life is decisive. 

Human beings have their own ways of judging persons and events, but Paul says: “It is the Lord 

who judges me....Therefore do not pronounce judgement before the time, before the Lord comes, 

who will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness, and will disclose the purposes of the 

heart. Then each one will receive commendation from God.” (1 Cor 4.4-5). The Lord’s 

assessment is the only valid one, for he alone knows the nuances of human behaviour. 

This outcome of the judgement will depend on the actions of every person during life and will 

vary from case to case: “For all of us must appear before the judgement seat of Christ, so that 

each may receive recompense for what he has done in the body, whether good or evil. “ (2 Cor 

5.10).  

The factual way of retribution for those condemned is expressed in a general manner by ‘wrath 

and fury’, ‘anguish and distress’ in Rom 2.8–9, or negatively ‘will not inherit the kingdom of 

God’ in 1 Cor 6.10 , Gal 5.21. The destiny of those who will be saved will always be a grace, 

never simply their deserts; it will consist of ‘eternal life in our Lord Jesus Christ’ (Rom 6.23).  

The eschatological perspective in the Book of Revelation 

In the general context of the distinctive eschatology of the Book of Revelation the coming of 

Christ has a distinctive outline. It is viewed not as an instant, conclusive and spectacular return of 

Christ - portrayed perhaps as a descent from heaven – but as a presence that is perceived as real, 
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traverses in crescendo the whole extent of history, ever increasing until it reaches its fullness. 

Within this framework the Book of Revelation, in continuity with the realized eschatology of 

John’s Gospel, stresses the actual presence of the Risen Christ in the midst of his Church and of 

the world. This presence, borne by the activity of the Spirit (cf. Jn 14.16-8), gives place to a new 

phase of the incarnation in which the Crucified and Risen Lord exerts his direct influence first on 

the Church, and through various activities of the Church, on the rest of the world. He thus 

progressively imprints on everyone and everything his own values and vitality. The final result 

of this activity and its ramifications within history will be to frustrate and destroy the diabolical 

forces manifested in the evils of history, and to establish a community of love and sharing 

between Christ, God, the Spirit and the Church. This will be fully realized in the New Jerusalem.  

The coming of Christ in the Church 

 A first aspect concerns the Church seen from the inside. This is developed in the first part of the 

Book of Revelation (1.4–3.22). There is a coming of Christ that refers to and involves the 

Church as such, if it is understood in the sense of that dialectic which we have already 

encountered between the local and the universal community. The texts that specify it (2.5, 16; 

3.11), as well as the broader context (Rev 2–3) in which they are inserted, show that this coming 

consists in an ever more intense presence of Christ in his Church.  

The moral implications of this coming and presence of Christ imply on the part of the Church, a 

strengthened and renewed faith and generosity which enable the Church to respond to Christ’s 

activity on her behalf. Even more specific are the demands on the Church contained in the 

imperatives addressed to her: “Repent” (Rev 2.5, 16; 3.1, 19); “Do not fear what you are about to 

suffer!” (2.10); “Only hold fast to what you have until I come.” (2.25); “Remember then what 

you received and heard; obey it and repent.” (3.3); “Be earnest, therefore, and repent.” (3.19). 

Above all, the requirement is imposed on the Church to listen to the voice of the Spirit, who, in 

the second part of the Book, will guide her to make the appropriate moral choices for co-

operating with the coming of Christ which is taking place in history.  

The presence and coming of Christ in history 

In the second part of the Book of Revelation we find a significant shift in the activity of the risen 

Christ from the internal situation of the Church to the world of people who are still outside it. 

This kind of world suffers the pressure of the diabolical forces aimed at imposing a way of life 

opposed to that willed and planned by God, an anti-kingdom, a kind of anti-creation. The Book 

of Revelation specifies some details of this diabolical pressure: it does not act directly; it 

infiltrates into existing human structures and works through them. Opposed to the worldly 

system is that of Christ, consisting above all of Christ himself, represented by the Lamb (5.6), 

who dominates the whole of the second part of the Book. Revelation interprets all this activity, 

the Christ-Lamb’s own, as a coming. It is the coming of Christ in history, parallel with his 

coming in the Church.  
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The moral consequences of this coming of Christ within history are numerous; they are all based, 

however, on the fact that Christians, as we have already seen, are mediators, as ‘priests of God 

and of Christ’ (20.6), between Christ’s urgency to penetrate every detail of history and the 

actualization of this urgency. Christians must have the boldness to bring their Christ to light (cf. 

12.1–6), implanting his values in history until that eschatological fullness which will mark the 

culmination of his coming.  

The eschatological fullness of the coming of Christ 

Christ’s coming within the Church, as we said above, is entirely marked by his love, a reciprocal 

love that now belongs to the human category of betrothal, since it requires a corresponding 

response. The Church is already the betrothed who adorns herself to become the bride. This she 

does by co-operating actively with Christ’s coming in history. When this coming takes place it 

will be accompanied by the ‘the wedding of the Lamb’ (19.7). The Church, now the bride, no 

longer the betrothed, will be able to love with a love corresponding to Christ’s own love, and he 

will endow his bride with that richness of which he is the bearer (cf. 21.9–22.5).  

A gradual development is also to be found in Christ’s coming within history. At its close this 

coming negates all the powers of evil, the active protagonists in the anti-creation drama. The 

‘kings of the earth’ (cf. 19.17–19), the first and the second beast (19.20), ‘the devil who deceives 

them’ (20.10) and who is at the root of every anti-creation evil, will disappear from the scene of 

history. At the end Babylon, expression and symbol of the forces opposed to the kingdom and to 

creation, will crumble (cf. 18.2). A new world pervaded with the newness of Christ will take the 

place of the first. 

The author of the Book of Revelation looks to this final outcome for the Church, still on her way. 

Looking ahead towards its eschatological destiny, the Church, though feeling the anguish of a 

growing love, knows that one day she will succeed in loving Christ as he loves her. Intent with 

Christ on overcoming evil and enhancing good, her eyes fixed on the eschatological future, she is 

aware that the oppressing evil of anti-creation will cease, also through her own efforts. In the 

same way, all the good deriving from the newness of Christ, entering history, again through her 

contribution, will reach the climax of its crescendo in the New Jerusalem. The Church is truly 

convinced that she is weaving her bridal garment.  

Conclusion  

What if you were given a second chance at everything you’ve ever done in your life, would you 

take it? I would. Not because I screwed things up the first time (even though I did a couple of 

times) but because I truly believe in the power of second chances. I believe in second chances 

more than I believe in first chances. 

I believe that when life presents you with the same scenario twice, it is giving you a chance to do 

things differently, to recreate the perfect scenario you always wanted. A second chance is 

sometimes a miracle in disguise. It is not déjà vu, it is simply a gift God handed to you to change 

your life around. 
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How many times have you met someone you didn’t like at first but ended up being friends later 

because you realized the first impression was awfully wrong? How many relationships and 

friendships were restored because the second time around things were different and made more 

sense? How many milestones have you achieved at work when your boss gave you a second 

chance to do things right after a major flop? How many songs have you hated at first but ended 

up loving after listening to them a couple of times? 

It is the irony of life, you think the first time is the only time, you think the first time is the 

best time, you think the first time is the most important time. We’re so obsessed with getting 

things right from the first time that we often give up on things and sometimes ourselves too 

easily when things don’t work out. We don’t even give ourselves a second chance. 

Wouldn’t you want someone to give you a second chance? Wouldn’t you want to rewind certain 

moments in your life and do things differently? Even though I have few regrets in my life, I’ve 

never regretted giving someone or something a second chance, I always ended up either learning 

something crucial from it, or gaining a dear friend. Sometimes things make more sense the 

second time around.  

People change, you change and the universe changes, if we keep ourselves confined to first 

chances only, we will truly miss out on some of the most beautiful things in life. 

I can honestly say everything in my life was better the second time around, whether at work or in 

my relationships. Second chances teach you patience, wisdom, forgiveness and courage-and it is 

hard not to make a better decision when you have so much grace.  

Second chances are a gift from the universe, you get a second chance to be with someone 

you love, you get a second chance to prove yourself at work, and you get a second chance to 

be a better person, or a better friend or a better parent.  

You get a second chance to get close to God, you get a second chance to start a new career, you 

get a second chance to study something else that you love more, and you get a second chance to 

move to another city. Life is always presenting you with second chances because this is 

where the magic happens. 

We don’t have to wait for a near death experience or the loss of loved to believe in second 

chances, or learn that we are about to lose someone to finally tell them how we truly feel about 

them. 

Give yourself a second chance, give your parents a second chance, give your friends a 

second chance, give your passion a second chance, give your love a second chance, and give 

happiness a second chance and give life a second chance.  

Call it coincidence, destiny or déjà vu, life is always presenting us with second chances but it’s 

what we do with these chances that counts 
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Whenever I’ve needed to try again or even start over from scratch, second chances have been a 

beautiful hidden gift. 

You see, there’s no goal that second chances don’t bring you closer to. Even if you don’t come 

out the winner in the end, that’s alright because that’s not required for growth. 

The second chance might not be as literal as a complete do-over, but even when that one thing 

cannot be done again, you will have another chance at challenging yourself, loving, and growing. 

All of life is practice. It is one long transition from the day you are born to the day you take your 

last breath. And each moment of that transition is a moment to try something again. 

Besides the obvious doing it again part, second chances can be a powerful lesson in compassion, 

motivation, and appreciation. For those of us with a taste for perfection (and control and 

certainty), it can feel like you’re supposed to be perfect in every last thing (the first time around). 

But real life is wobbly, sloppy even. And sometimes you fall down – hard. This doesn’t make 

you ill-equipped or an imposter. 

It makes you a human. 

The first time you try something, it might not go perfectly. Scratch that, you can predict that it 

won’t go perfectly (and if it is perfect, celebrate that!). 

The first try might not be smooth, and it might not be efficient. There are going to be things you 

don’t know and things that you don’t even know you don’t know. 

Okay, if we’re being really honest here, sometimes it isn’t perfect even after the first try. Yes, 

we’ve all had those “I’ve been here before” moments. 

Third and fourth chances are beautiful, too. 

And for those things that you’ve been practicing (and therefore might believe should be going 

perfectly by now)? Yes, you are still allowed to try again. 

For whatever reason you might need a second chance (maybe because you’re 

human and this is life), you have some choices to make: 

Whatever you choose here, own it. You do have the freedom to decide what is and is not an 

effective use of your time and energy. If you choose not to keep going, that’s absolutely your 

choice and your right. Don’t beat yourself up about it (and don’t get stuck in the blame game, 

either). 

And remember. Yours is not a sad story. No, it is a story of rising when you fall and using 

second chances to create something beautiful. 

https://www.positivelypositive.com/2015/09/27/an-invitation-to-come-as-you-are/
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If and when you do take that second chance, do so with pride knowing that this is a beautiful 

opportunity and that whether or not you stay motivated and grow is up to you. 

 

What attitude will I choose to have about this?  

You could choose to beat yourself up about it. Get discouraged. Lose motivation. 

OR you could choose to use this as a chance to celebrate the small victories and propel yourself 

to the next level. 

 

Do I choose to approach this with fear and frustration or with enthusiasm and passion?  

This is your chance to choose to believe in the bigger picture, even if you haven’t seen it yet. 

You also get to decide whether you believe in YOU. 

It’s all too easy to doubt in yourself or your ideas or your abilities, so this is an active choice that 

you have to make. 

 

Am I going strive to come out even stronger than if the first time was perfect? 

This is your moment to learn about you and your process. 

Do you have a pattern in how you deal with setbacks or defeats? 

Have you been here before? 

Use this second chance to refine your skills, learn something new, and most importantly develop 

a deeper, closer, and kinder relationship with yourself. 
 


