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RESTORATION 

The idea of a restoration of the world had its origin in the preaching of the Old Testament 

prophets. Their faith in the unique position and mission of Israel as the chosen people of God 

inspired in them the conviction that the destruction of the nation would eventually be followed 

by a restoration under conditions that would insure the realization of the original divine purpose. 

When the restoration came and passed without fulfillment of this hope, the Messianic era was 

projected into the future. By the time of Jesus the conception became more or less spiritualized, 

and the anticipation of a new order in which the consequences of sin would no longer appear was 

a prominent feature of the Messianic conception. In the teaching of Jesus and the apostles such a 

restoration is taken for granted as a matter of course.  

In Matthew 17:11 (compare Mark 9:12), the moral and spiritual regeneration preached by John 

the Baptist is described as a restoration and viewed as a fulfillment of Malachi 4:6. It is "to be 

observed, however, that the work of John could be characterized as restoration only in the sense 

of an inception of the regeneration that was to be completed by Jesus. In Matthew 19:28 Jesus 

speaks of a regeneration (palingenesia) of the world in terms that ascribe to the saints a state of 

special felicity. Perhaps the most pointed expression of the idea of restoration as a special event 

or crisis is found in the address of Peter (Acts 3:21), where the restoration is described as an 

apokatastasis panton, and is viewed as a fulfillment of prophecy.  

In all the passages cited the restoration is assumed as a matter with which the hearers are 

familiar, and consequently its nature is not unfolded. The evidence is, therefore, too limited to 

justify any attempt to outline its special features. Under such circumstances there is grave danger 

of reading into the language of the Scriptures one's own conception of what the restoration is to 

embody. We are probably expressing the full warrant of the Scripture when we say that the 

reconstruction mentioned in these passages contemplates the restoration of man, under the reign 

of Christ, to a life in which the consequences of sin are no longer present, and that this 

reconstruction is to include in some measure a regeneration of both the physical and the spiritual 

world.  

Whether the benefits of the restoration are to accrue to all men is also left undefined in the 

Scriptures. In the passages already cited only the disciples of Christ appear in the field of vision. 

Certain sayings of Jesus are sometimes regarded as favorable to the more inclusive view. In John 

12:32 Jesus speaks of drawing all men to Himself, but here, as in John 3:14,15, it is to be 

observed that while Christ's sacrifice includes all men in its scope, its benefits will doubtless 

accrue to those only who respond willingly to His drawing power. The saying of Caiaphas (John 

11:52) is irrelevant, for the phrase, "the children of God that are scattered abroad," probably 

refers only to the worthy Jews of the dispersion. Neither can the statements of Paul (Romans 

11:32; 1 Corinthians 15:22; Ephesians 1:9,10; Colossians 1:20; 1 Timothy 2:4; 4:10; Titus 2:11) 

be pressed in favor of the restorationist view. They affirm only that God's plan makes provision 

for the redemption of all, and that His saving will is universal. But men have wills of their own, 

and whether they share in the benefits of the salvation provided depends on their availing 
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themselves of its privileges. The doctrine of the restoration of all can hardly be deduced from the 

New Testament. 

Jeremiah 33 New International Version (NIV) 

Promise of Restoration 

33 While Jeremiah was still confined in the courtyard of the guard, the word of the LORD came 

to him a second time: 2 “This is what the LORD says, he who made the earth, the LORD who 

formed it and established it—the LORD is his name: 3 ‘Call to me and I will answer you and tell 

you great and unsearchable things you do not know.’ 4 For this is what the LORD, the God of 

Israel, says about the houses in this city and the royal palaces of Judah that have been torn down 

to be used against the siege ramps and the sword 5 in the fight with the Babylonians[a]: ‘They will 

be filled with the dead bodies of the people I will slay in my anger and wrath. I will hide my face 

from this city because of all its wickedness. 

6 “‘Nevertheless, I will bring health and healing to it; I will heal my people and will let them 

enjoy abundant peace and security. 7 I will bring Judah and Israel back from captivity[b] and will 

rebuild them as they were before. 8 I will cleanse them from all the sin they have committed 

against me and will forgive all their sins of rebellion against me. 9 Then this city will bring me 

renown, joy, praise and honor before all nations on earth that hear of all the good things I do for 

it; and they will be in awe and will tremble at the abundant prosperity and peace I provide for it.’ 

10 “This is what the LORD says: ‘You say about this place, “It is a desolate waste, without people 

or animals.” Yet in the towns of Judah and the streets of Jerusalem that are deserted, inhabited by 

neither people nor animals, there will be heard once more 11 the sounds of joy and gladness, the 

voices of bride and bridegroom, and the voices of those who bring thank offerings to the house 

of the LORD, saying, 

“Give thanks to the LORD Almighty, 

    for the LORD is good; 

    his love endures forever.” 

For I will restore the fortunes of the land as they were before,’ says the LORD. 

12 “This is what the LORD Almighty says: ‘In this place, desolate and without people or 

animals—in all its towns there will again be pastures for shepherds to rest their flocks. 13 In the 

towns of the hill country, of the western foothills and of the Negev, in the territory of Benjamin, 

in the villages around Jerusalem and in the towns of Judah, flocks will again pass under the hand 

of the one who counts them,’ says the LORD. 

14 “‘The days are coming,’ declares the LORD, ‘when I will fulfill the good promise I made to the 

people of Israel and Judah. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jeremiah+33&version=NIV#fen-NIV-19781a
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15 “‘In those days and at that time 

    I will make a righteous Branch sprout from David’s line; 

    he will do what is just and right in the land. 
16 In those days Judah will be saved 

    and Jerusalem will live in safety. 

This is the name by which it[c] will be called: 

    The LORD Our Righteous Savior.’ 

17 For this is what the LORD says: ‘David will never fail to have a man to sit on the throne of 

Israel, 18 nor will the Levitical priests ever fail to have a man to stand before me continually to 

offer burnt offerings, to burn grain offerings and to present sacrifices.’” 

19 The word of the LORD came to Jeremiah: 20 “This is what the LORD says: ‘If you can break my 

covenant with the day and my covenant with the night, so that day and night no longer come at 

their appointed time, 21 then my covenant with David my servant—and my covenant with the 

Levites who are priests ministering before me—can be broken and David will no longer have a 

descendant to reign on his throne. 22 I will make the descendants of David my servant and the 

Levites who minister before me as countless as the stars in the sky and as measureless as the 

sand on the seashore.’” 

23 The word of the LORD came to Jeremiah: 24 “Have you not noticed that these people are saying, 

‘The LORD has rejected the two kingdoms[d] he chose’? So they despise my people and no longer 

regard them as a nation. 25 This is what the LORD says: ‘If I have not made my covenant with day 

and night and established the laws of heaven and earth, 26 then I will reject the descendants of 

Jacob and David my servant and will not choose one of his sons to rule over the descendants of 

Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. For I will restore their fortunes[e] and have compassion on them.’” 

Profile of an Unfaithful Church 

The faithful city has become a whore (Isaiah 1:21). 

1. An attractive appearance that masks a disappointing reality 

Your silver has become dross, your best wine mixed with water (1:22). 

Dross is the scum that rises to the surface when silver is refined.  When the dross dries, it forms a 

rough metal that is silver in color, but worthless.  God says, “Your silver has become 

dross.”   Something of great value has been changed into something worthless. 

God uses a second picture: “wine mixed with water.”  This wine still has its color, but it loses 

both its taste and potency.  So in both these pictures you have the same thing: Something that 

looks like the real thing, but on closer inspection it proves disappointing. 
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We saw last week that if you had visited the temple in the time of Isaiah you would have seen 

large crowds offering multiple sacrifices.  You would have experienced a relentless schedule of 

feasts, festivals, and convocations.  Conferences is the world we would use today.  At first sight, 

it would have looked impressive.  But what looked like silver, Isaiah says, was actually dross, 

and what looked like fine wine was actually wine mixed with water. 

What is the silver entrusted to God’s people?  It is the Word of God: “The words of the LORD 

are… like silver refined in a furnace… purified seven times” (Psalm 12:6).  And our Lord Jesus 

speaks of the gospel as being like ‘new wine’ that needs to be put into new wineskins (Mat. 

9:17).  The great trust that is given to the church lies in the silver of God’s Word and in the wine 

of the gospel.  That is the sacred deposit that has been given to the church. 

But in an unfaithful church, the silver gets turned into dross, and the wine gets mixed with 

water.  While the first impressions of an unfaithful church may be positive, you soon find that 

knowing God, and being reconciled to him, and learning to live for his glory – irrespective of the 

cost – have been replaced by something else.  It’s about ‘how to do life’ or about ‘becoming all 

that you can be.’  The thing that is of supreme value has been lost.  There may be a form of 

godliness but there is no life changing power. 

In an unfaithful church, the pure silver of the Word gets traded for rampant pragmatism.  The 

fine wine of the gospel gets diluted with the water of affirmation and self-help.  Leaders who 

may once have had a passion for knowing God are guided more by the latest books on sociology 

and business management than by the Bible.  It happens. 

2. A ‘what’s in it for me?’ culture 

Your princes are rebels and companions of thieves.  Everyone loves a bribe and runs after gifts 

(1:23). 

A bribe is a payoff that a person demands before doing something that he or she should already 

be doing.  The ‘princes’ here are government officials, people who should have the public 

trust.  If you go to an official to get some permit, she says, “Sure we can get that done for you, 

but it would help if you did something for me first.” 

This was how it was among the people of God, and it was like this with ‘everyone.’  The primary 

question among God’s people on any issue was ‘What’s in it for me?’  This spirit is all around 

us, but if it settles into the minds and hearts of God’s people, it will become deadly, and the 

church will soon become faithless.  Everyone looking for ‘How I can get what I want around 

here,’ and asking ‘What’s in it for me?’ is the very anti-thesis of love. 
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3. Insulation from immediate needs 

They do not bring justice to the fatherless, and the widow’s cause does not come to them (1:23). 

Why would the widow ever bring her cause to people who were really only interested in 

themselves?  They had an attractive appearance that masked a disappointing reality, a ‘what’s in 

it for me’ culture, and they were insulated from immediate needs. 

The astonishing thing is that Isaiah is describing God’s people: “The faithful city has become a 

whore, she who was full of justice!  Righteousness lodged in her, but now murderers” (1:21). 

Jerusalem was the ‘faithful city’ where God had put his name.  The city of God had at one time 

been ‘full of justice.’  This was the city where the smoke of God’s immediate presence had come 

down, with all the promise that held for immediate communion between God and his people. 

But now look what has happened: The faithful city has become a ‘whore,’ selling that which is 

sacred.  Murderers have taken the place of the righteous.  If you read these verses and try to take 

them seriously, you wonder, How could this disaster have happened to these people?  

There is something important here and very timely that I want all of us to grasp today: Those 

who have been most blessed by God often become the worst of all, if they rebel against him. 

Too often we have to endure the pain of hearing about leaders in the church who have fallen into 

gross sin.  You may wonder how it is possible that someone in ministry would get to a place of 

doing things that are sometimes worse than you would usually find among unbelievers.  Your 

mind reels and you say, “How can that possibly be?” 

Those who have been most blessed by God often become the worst of all, if they rebel against 

him.  You see this, for example, in the sons of Eli.  Eli was a priest who gave himself to the 

service of God.  He had two sons named Hophni and Phineas.  Here are two boys who were 

raised with the knowledge of God, but Hophni and Phineas were as bad as they came.  They 

were corrupt and lived in a pattern of sexually immorality that was far worse than you would 

expect, even among people who had no knowledge of God. 

Eli had to go to them and say, “Why do you do such things?  For I hear of your evil dealings 

from all the people” (1 Sam. 2:23).  The word was out.  People knew what was going on.  It was 

a scandal and a disgrace. 

You will have seen something like this… some extraordinary evil is committed, and when the 

life story of the person who did it is traced, you hear that the person went to Sunday school as a 

little boy.  You scratch your head when you hear a story like that and you say, “How is that 

possible?”  He had some knowledge of the truth, and he rebelled against the light he’d 

received.  The force of that rebellion took him into the darkest place. 
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This is what you see in Judas.  The one who committed the darkest deed of all was a person who, 

for three years, had given himself to vocational ministry.  Coming near to God will either make 

you better or it will make you worse.  If you sin against the light that you’ve received, the light 

of God’s Word, you dull your own conscience.  And if you keep doing that, a great darkness will 

overtake you.  You may find yourself in greater darkness than many who never walked with 

Christ in the first place. 

Jesus said to them, “Walk while you have the light, lest darkness overtake you” (John 12:35).  If 

there is a rebellion in your heart today, I urge you to come to the cross and deal with it.  If you 

don’t deal with it, it will grow in power.  And you have no way of knowing, if you allow that to 

happen, where it will take you. 

The Scriptures gives us serious warnings, but they also give us wonderful hope.  How can 

faithless people be made faithful?  How can self-absorbed people learn to love?  What hope is 

there for God’s people when the silver has become dross and the wine has been watered 

down?  What hope is there for the wrecked life of the person who has given himself to sin and 

now finds himself in great darkness? 

How God Restores His People 

1. A gracious intervention 

“I will turn my hand against you and will smelt away your dross as with lye and remove all your 

alloy” (1:25). 

Hope begins with an intervention from God.  The situation with God’s people was so serious that 

an organizational change could not turn it around.  Only God can restore his people, but 

He can do it, and he says here that he will. 

Notice that verse 25 takes us the theme of dross again.  God says, “I will purge your dross.” 

In verse 22, God said that the silver had become dross.  So the promise here involves a 

miraculous change of nature.  Only God can turn dross into silver, and that is what he says he 

will do!  He can take the person who has traded away the most precious gift and he will make 

that person anew. 

When David came to God to seek restoration, he asked God to cleanse him: “Purge me with 

hyssop and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow” (Psalm 51:7).  That’s 

Isaiah 1:18.  But he didn’t stop there. 
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David knew that there was a deep-seated corruption in his own heart that had led him into sin 

and unless that changed he would soon be back in the same place again.  So he said, “Create in 

me a clean heart, O God.  Change my nature.  O God, I need more than cleansing.” 

God can change your heart, and that is what he promises here, “I will smelt away your dross.” 

2. The gift of godly leadership 

“I will restore your judges as at the first, and your counselors as at the beginning” (Isaiah 1:26). 

Remember, these verses speak first about how God restores the community of his people. 

Wise and godly leaders who are willing to serve are a gift of Christ to his church.  We should 

never take them for granted. When you see a board member, a life group leader, or a Sunday 

school teacher today, thank them for serving.  Remember to pray for them and do it with 

thanksgiving.  As it is with the leaders, so it will be with the church. 

Isaiah saw a leadership restoration in his own lifetime.  He prophesied in the days of Uzziah, 

Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah (1:1).  Ahaz was among the worst, and he was 

followed by Hezekiah who was one of the best.  But the promise here reaches further than 

anything that was fulfilled in the time of Hezekiah.  God says he will restore judges “as at the 

first,” and counsellors, “as at the beginning.”  What’s that all about? 

The beginning here refers to the time of David.  It was under David that Jerusalem first became 

the capital city (2 Sam. 5:6-9).  Israel was never so blessed as they had been under the rule of 

their greatest king.  God says, “The blessing that came to God’s people under the rule of David is 

going to be multiplied under David’s greater Son.” 

Alec Motyer comments, God sovereignly “plans to bring David back to reign over a perfected 

city.”  That’s the trajectory of the whole bible story.  God will restore his people through a great 

intervention.  A new David will be set on the throne to lead the people of God. 

3. The work of the Redeemer 

Zion shall be redeemed by justice, and those in her who repent, by righteousness (Isaiah 1:27). 

When David’s greater Son comes into the world, he comes as the Redeemer.  A ‘redeemer’ is a 

person who purchases something by paying a price.  That is what God did in Jesus Christ, “Zion 

shall be redeemed by justice.” 

How will God’s people be restored?  The Redeemer will come.  He will purchase people from 

their sins and their failures for God at the price of his own blood.  The stroke of divine justice for 

the sins of God’s people will fall on his only Son.  He will die, the just for the unjust, and this 

Redeemer will bring us to God (1 Pet. 3:18). 
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4. People who repent 

Zion shall be redeemed by justice, and those in her who repent, by righteousness (Isaiah 1:27). 

Not all in Zion repent.  It is possible to be among the people of God and never repent.  Hophni 

and Phineas never repented.  Never.  Judas chose to take his own life rather than 

repent.  Restoration, if it happens, is a miracle of grace.  But God speaks here of “those in” Zion 

“who repent.”  That means, by his grace, restoration is possible. 

And here’s how it happens: It happens through the intervention of God in your life.  It happens 

when you come in repentance at the feet of Jesus.  It happens when you humble yourself before 

him as your judge, submit yourself to him as your counsellor, and crown him as your sovereign 

king. 

Restoration happens when you cast yourself on the mercy of this righteous Redeemer, who loved 

you and gave himself for you, who is able to cleanse you and make you anew. 

Three Responses: 

 

Be thankful   

In a world where in many places the church has become unfaithful, we should be thankful every 

day for a congregation where the Word of God and the hope of the gospel is prized like pure 

silver.  Never take that for granted! 

Be watchful 

If Satan could turn the faithful city of God in the Old Testament into a den of corruption and 

self-interest, we should not be surprised if we see the same thing happening sadly and tragically 

today. 

Be faithful  

“Afterward you shall be called the city of righteousness, the faithful city” (1:26). 

That is a description of the true people of God, the people who repent.  This is the true future of 

the people of God.  You’re going to be called faithful and righteous, so commit yourself to living 

this way from this day forward. 
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God Can Restore Your Lost Years  

Money can be restored. Property can be restored—broken-down cars, stripped painting, old 

houses. Relationships can be restored. But one thing that can never be restored is time. Time flies 

and it does not return. Years pass and we never get them back. 

Yet God promises the impossible: “I will restore the years that the locust has eaten” (Joel 2:25). 

The immediate meaning of this promise is clear. God’s people had suffered the complete 

destruction of their entire harvest through swarms of locusts that marched like an insect army 

through the fields, destroying the crops, multiplying their number as they went. 

For four consecutive years, the harvest was completely wiped out. God’s people were brought to 

their knees in more ways than one. But “the Lord became jealous for his land and had pity on his 

people.” God said, “Behold I am sending to you grain, wine and oil, and you will be satisfied 

(Joel 2:18-19). 

In the coming years, God said, their fields would yield an abundance that would make up for 

what had been lost: “The threshing floor shall be full of grain; the vats shall overflow with wine 

and oil. . . . You shall eat in plenty and be satisfied” (Joel 2:24, 26). 

This wonderful promise for those people meant that years of abundant harvests would follow the 

years of desolation brought about by the locusts. 

But God has also put this promise in the Bible for us today. 

Lost Years of Our Lives 

What do “lost years” look like for us? Lost years (or locust years) are years that you can’t get 

back, and they come in many varieties. 

Lost years are fruitless years. A lot of hard work was done in the years the locusts had eaten. 

After everything was destroyed, the people must have thought, All this work and what do I have 

to show for it? Some of you know this pain in the world of business—a failed venture, a bad 

investment, a misguided policy, and all the effort that you put in day-by-day, month-by-month, 

year-by-year led only to massive disappointment. You think, What has come of all my time and 

all my effort?  

Lost years are painful years. I’m thinking of those who have lost a loved one. You had plans 

for the future, but now you fear the coming years may be empty. I’m thinking also of those who 

live with illness in the body or the mind. You assumed that you would always be able to do what 

you used to do. You have to find a way to live with the disappointment that you cannot. 

 

https://www.esv.org/Joel%202%3A25/
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https://www.esv.org/Joel%202%3A24%2C%2026/
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Lost years are selfish years. Here’s a story that’s been repeated thousands of times. There’s a 

person (let’s call him Jim) who made a commitment to Christ, but it didn’t run deep. Faith in 

Jesus was a slice of the big pie of his busy life, filled with all the things that Jim wanted to 

pursue. Then one day, God gets hold of Jim. He is spiritually awakened. He says to himself, 

What in the world have I been doing? There’s no substance in my life. I really want it to count 

for Christ. I want to live in the power of the Spirit. I want to make a difference in the world, but 

the locusts have eaten half my life! I’ve wasted my years on myself. 

Lost years are loveless years. A division comes to a family, alienating loved ones. Children 

grow up, and those years cannot be recovered. A marriage quietly endures in which love has 

been burning low for many years. You see a couple who are really in love, and you say, “I wish I 

could be loved like that.” Or you have not yet met the person you would like to meet. It feels like 

the years are moving on. You can never get them back. The locusts have eaten them. 

Lost years are rebellious years. Perhaps you grew up with many blessings, but in your heart 

you wanted to rebel. You didn’t fully understand this urge, but you gave yourself to it. Instead of 

bringing you pleasure, rebellion brought you pain. Now you look back on those years with 

regret, the years that the locusts have eaten. 

Lost years are misdirected years. The path you chose in your career or at college was a dead 

end. You just didn’t fit. Often in your mind, and sometimes in your conversation, you say, “How 

did I end up here? If only. . . . If only I had made that move. . . . If only I had taken that 

opportunity. . . . If only I had chosen a different path.” But the moment has passed. It’s gone. 

You can’t go back to it. You’re left with locust years. 

Lost years are Christ-less years. All Christ-less years are locust years. This point is worth 

thinking about if you have not yet made a commitment to Christ. Ask anyone who came to faith 

in Christ later in life, and they will tell you that they wish they’d come to Christ sooner than they 

did: “How much foolishness I would have avoided. How much more good might have been done 

through my life.” 

How God Restores Lost Years 

Take heart! There is hope, because God can restore your lost, locust years. He does so in three 

ways. 

God can restore lost years by deepening your communion with Christ. “You shall know that 

I am in the midst of Israel, and that I am the Lord your God” (Joel 2:27). These people, who have 

endured so much, enjoy a communion with the Lord that is far greater than anything they had 

ever known before in their religious lives. Christ can restore lost years by deepening your 

fellowship with him. 

Why not ask him for this? Tell him, “Lord, I have spent too many years without you, too many 

years at a distance from you. Fill my heart with love and gratitude for Christ. Let the loss of 

https://www.esv.org/Joel%202%3A27/
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these years make my love for Christ greater than it would ever have been. Restore to me the 

years the locusts have eaten. “ 

God can restore lost years by multiplying your fruitfulness. The harvests for these people had 

been wiped out for four years, but God restored the years that the locusts had eaten by giving 

bumper harvests. 

This provision makes me think about the parable where Jesus spoke about a harvest that could be 

30-, 60-, or 100-fold. There’s a huge difference between these three harvests. Three years at 100-

fold is as much fruit as a decade at 30-fold. 

Why not ask him for this? “Lord, the locusts have eaten too many years of our lives. You have 

called us as your disciples to bear fruit that will last. Too many fruitless years have passed. Now 

Lord, we ask of you, give us some years now in which more lasting fruit will be born than in all 

of our years of small harvests.” 

God can restore lost years by bringing long-term gain from short-term loss. The effect of 

these great trials in your life will be that “the tested genuineness of your faith . . . may result in 

praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ” (1 Peter 1:7). The praise, glory, and 

honor go to Christ because his power guarded you and kept you through the hardest years of 

your life. 

Thinking about “years that the locust has eaten,” years that have been taken, I think of something 

Isaiah said about our Lord Jesus: “He was cut off out of the land of the living” (Isaiah 53:8). 

Here was the Lord Jesus in the prime of life. He was three years into his ministry at 33 years old. 

You would think that a man launching a new enterprise at the age of 33 has everything in front 

of him. But Isaiah says, “He was cut off.” He was cut off because he came under the judgment of 

God, not for his own sins—because he had none—but for ours. 

Our sins, our grief, our sorrows, were laid on him. Our judgment fell on him. Our locusts 

swarmed all over him. The life of God’s tender shoot was “cut off.” Then, on the third day, the 

Son of God rose in the power of an eternal life. He offers himself to you, and he says what no 

one else can ever say: “I will restore the years that the locusts have eaten.” 

A Process For Biblical Restoration And Healing 

Failure among GOD’S people is nothing new; biblical history is littered with it. Samson failed. 

Abraham failed. Solomon failed. Jonah failed. The Hebrews failed. All twelve of the disciples of 

Jesus failed; Even King David, who was a man after GOD’S own heart failed; “But the thing that 

David had done displeased the Lord” (2 Samuel 11:27). So all of these committed willful 

disobedient sin, aiding and abetting the enemy after having once pledged fidelity to GOD. In 

both Testaments, the evidence of failure is both overwhelming and sobering. 

https://www.esv.org/1%20Peter%201%3A7/
https://www.esv.org/Isaiah%2053%3A8/
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But equally overwhelming is the evidence that GOD is in the restoration business. Through out 

the “Word of GOD” is the astonishing record of the LORD’S effort to reclaim and to restore 

those who are eternally HIS, but who in a moment of weakness betrayed their initial allegiance. 

The potential for restoration plainly exists. In (Galatians 6) we are told “If a man be overtaken in 

a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such a one in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, 

lest thou also be tempted.” Needless to say, there are common scriptural threads that herald 

restoration, and these threads outline processes and responsibilities that if embraced, has the 

potential of releasing the backslidden from their bondage and restoring them to the LORD’S 

enjoyment and employment. 

Restoration is more than mending broken hearts and bringing closure to sad chapters in life; it is 

refusing to surrender any of heaven’s own to hell’s work; it is redeploying wounded soldiers 

(restored) into constructive service for the glory of GOD. While certain area’s of service may be 

forfeited, depending upon the nature of the sin committed, we should remember that GOD 

controls the future and even HIS second best is usually pretty good. 

Restoration is not only possible, it is encouraged and hoped for. But in the biblical stories, not all 

who went astray were restored to the Body of CHRIST. What separates the restored from the 

doomed? Five things. 

1. Honest and straightforward acknowledgement of failure. Restoration hinges on the honest and 

straightforward admission of the wayward soul’s failure. Sin can never be addressed if it is not 

named. It cannot be purged if it is not identified. It cannot be cleansed if it cannot be seen.  

Occasionally we comprehend our sin alone. By the prompting of the SPIRIT and the channel of 

the conscience, we understand our failure without the help of an outside voice. Guilt, shame and 

loss of peace all creep into our souls and remind us of our error. Others may not be aware of the 

agony of soul that we are experiencing, but we know. We fear discovery. We comprehend the 

enormity of our sin, as did David in (Psalm 51). 

More often than not, however, we rationalize our sin, deluding ourselves into believing that our 

behavior is acceptable or, at least, not reprehensible. We refuse to look at ourselves honestly, we 

ignore the silent stirrings in our muted conscience, and we avoid responsibility. We become 

defensive when questioned and find ourselves exhausting, but we continue acting, day after day, 

postponing the inevitable. 

In either case, confession must take place, either at the prompting of the SPIRIT in the sinner’s 

heart or by the approach of another member of the body of CHRIST, following the commands of 

(Matthew 18:15) and (Galatians 6:1). 

Confession is the cleansing of the wound, the forcing to the surface of the infection that has 

festered and stained the soul. It can be excruciating as well as humbling, but there is no other 

way for restoration to begin. Confession must be clear and straightforward. It cannot be couched 

in excuses or minimized by a spirit of stubbornness. This confession must be made to GOD first 

and foremost, but it should also be made publicly to the Body of CHRIST if the sin is publicly 

http://quod.lib.umich.edu/cgi/k/kjv/kjv-idx?type=citation&book=Psalms&chapno=51&startverse=1&endverse=19
http://quod.lib.umich.edu/cgi/k/kjv/kjv-idx?type=citation&book=Matthew&chapno=18&startverse=15&endverse=
http://quod.lib.umich.edu/cgi/k/kjv/kjv-idx?type=citation&book=Galatians&chapno=6&startverse=1&endverse=
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known. However, if the sin is unknown publicly then it should be properly dealt with privately. 

As a general rule, confession should be made to anyone directly injured by our sin. Confession of 

sin is a necessary step toward restoration and renewal. Confession to GOD opens the door for the 

LORD’S forgiveness. Confession to the one offended opens the door for the victim’s 

forgiveness. Confession to the church opens the door of opportunity for the church to 

demonstrate forgiveness. 

2. Repentance. To repent is to change course, to reverse direction. Once confession has been 

made and forgiveness received, repentance must be demonstrated. An unequivocal commitment 

to turn away from the offending behavior must be made. According to (Proverbs 28:13) GOD’S 

mercy is extended only to those who confess and forsake their sinful practices. 

As with confession, the commitment to repent is most effective when rendered first of all to the 

LORD and then secondly to the one injured by our offense. One’s personal admission of guilty 

to those sinned against, accelerates the healing process for all involved in ways which secret 

promises can not. In the same way a marriage vow is made before witnesses, a renewed 

commitment to walk with CHRIST is best made before witnesses. 

Even when the sin is private, a specific plan outlining how the penitent will make spiritual 

corrections will maximize success. Accountability systems have great power to guard our steps. 

The spiritual mentor can help identify weaknesses, circumstances, and vulnerabilities and help 

steer a clear course. Enlisting a spiritual member of the church to work with us in being faithful 

is wise. Such “repentance plans” may be necessary for months or years, depending on the nature 

of the infraction and personal history, but every effort at restoration needs such a plan. 

3. Restitution. Some sins require restitution, the attempt to restore the loss someone else has 

suffered by our hand. Restitution typically involves a formal apology to the injured party and 

evidence of the offender’s intent to repent. If a face to face apology is deemed necessary, it 

should always be pre-arranged by church leadership and governed by mediators to help insure a 

conciliatory environment. Reconciliation is always to be the stated goal and motive for this type 

of confrontation. The spiritual intent is to “gain thy brother”, not to lose him. 

Restitution helps the wounded soldier understand that restoration is possible. The Body of 

CHRIST should play an instrumental role in identifying and implementing any restitution 

arrangements. The church, through its appointed representatives, can fairly judge the 

appropriateness and satisfaction of the restitution effort. Once authenticated by the church, the 

person being restored can readily accept closure with the injured party when restitution takes 

place. 

4. Loving discipline. The procedures outlined here are reinforced by the church body’s 

disciplinary process including such requirements as: (1)regular reporting on the restitution 

process, (2) routine meetings with mentors or counselors, and (3)assigned reading materials. 

http://quod.lib.umich.edu/cgi/k/kjv/kjv-idx?type=citation&book=Proverbs&chapno=28&startverse=13&endverse=
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Establishing accountability partners, appointed by church leadership, and disciplinary policies 

for restoration can be of great benefit. Loving discipline requires a commitment on the part of the 

church’s leadership to stand fast and consistently in implementing its policies. 

In the face of the offending sin, those representing the church must do so in the spirit of 

meekness and sincere humility, with each one acknowledging their own vulnerability to the 

enticements of sin. The old adage is true, “There, but for the grace of GOD, go I.” Discipline 

must never be punitive but redemptive. It must never be judgmental but forgiving. 

5. Restoration closure When honest and straightforward confession has been made, repentance 

has been acknowledged and demonstrated, restitution has been pursued and completed, and a 

structure of loving discipline has been enforced, a formal end to the process should be 

recognized by the church body and/or its leadership. The memory of the sin should be sealed and 

removed from all conversation, and a celebration of the LORD’S goodness and mercy should be 

enjoyed. The wounded soldier, now healed and repaired, should take his or her place back in the 

LORD’S service, free of the past and empowered spiritually to face the future. 

No two circumstances are alike. However, biblical guidelines are always valid and required. 

Many wounded soldiers can be honorably returned to worthwhile services within heaven’s army, 

if the appropriate steps are taken over a sufficient period of time. 

When we come to our senses as did the prodigal in Luke 15, we, by the grace of GOD and HIS 

restorative process, can step back into the purposes for which HE originally created us. We can 

fight dependably, once more on the LORD’S side. 

A CLOSING WORD TO THE OFFENDED 

Once you have acknowledged and repented of your sin and submitted yourself to your church’s 

disciplinary process, by faith, you must accept GOD’S promise of restoration. (1 John 1:9) 

states: “If we confess our sins, HE is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us 

from all unrighteousness.” Please understand, GOD does not require you to torture yourself 

continually for the sin which HE has already forgiven you of. You don’t need to keep kicking 

yourself. GOD forgives you! There will be consequences…and people will draw their own 

conclusions…but it does not do any good to wallow in self-punishment. The next day always 

comes. How you enter and surrender that day determines the conclusions. Humble yourself 

before the LORD. Learn from your failures and in the words of the merciful SAVIOUR, “go and 

sin no more”. 

A COMFORTING WORD TO THE OFFENDED 

The severely injured soldier, in the hospital intensive care unit, questions whether or not they 

will survive their wounds. Maybe that injured soldier is you. As you wait, hoping for relief, your 

mind is plagued with doubts and concerns. Will life ever be normal for me again? Will the 

wounds inflicted upon me ever heal? As the burdens press, and the cares distress, and the way 

grows weary and long, does JESUS care? The truth is, His heart is touched with our grief. 

http://quod.lib.umich.edu/cgi/k/kjv/kjv-idx?type=citation&book=Luke&chapno=15&startverse=1&endverse=32
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Furthermore, we should know that the GOD of the Bible specializes in healing the 

brokenhearted. He instructs us in scripture, to “cast thy burden upon the LORD, and he shall 

sustain thee”. Because the LORD is our helper, “weeping may endure for a night, but joy cometh 

in the morning”. 

A CHALLENGING WORD TO THE OFFENDED 

Refuse to allow yourself, or Satan, or your perpetrator, to continue to victimize you. It has been 

well said that nothing can truly hurt us other than the way we react to our misfortune. The 

attitude and actions of the one victimized is crucial if genuine healing is to occur in their life. 

With GOD’S help, truly forgive the one who has transgressed against you. To continue to seethe 

in anger or to maliciously rehearse the hurtful situation to others is counter-productive to the 

spiritual well being of the one injured. A refusal to “forgive one another, even as GOD for 

CHRIST sake hath forgiven you” is not only the antithesis to the Christian faith but it also 

handcuffs one to a life of self inflicted torment. “Then his lord, after that he had called him, said 

unto him, O thou wicked servant, I forgave thee all that debt, because thou desiredst me: 

Shouldest not thou also have had compassion on thy fellowservant, even as I had pity on thee? 

And his lord was wroth, and delivered him to the tormentors, till he should pay all that was due 

to him”. JESUS then said: “So likewise shall my heavenly FATHER do also unto you, if ye from 

your hearts forgive not every one his brother their trespasses”. (Matthew 18) It is a Bible 

principle that one reaps what they sow. How much better to reap mercy in life than misery. 

Forgiveness may be optional, but the consequences are not. 

A CAUTIONING WORD TO THE OBSERVER 

In the midst of observing other people’s conflicts, the tendency for those on the sidelines is to 

make judgments and form conclusions that are both inaccurate and inappropriate. Those who 

desire peace and unity among the brethren should resist the carnal urge to play judge and jury to 

matters they have no business being involved in. The best policy is to pray for and love those on 

both sides of the conflict. Refuse to listen to or pass along gossip whether you believe it to be 

true or not. “He that covereth a transgression seeketh love: but he that repeateth a matter 

separateth very friends”. Proverbs 17:9 

Concerning the offender who submits to church authorities, the Apostle Paul wrote, “ye ought 

rather to forgive him, and comfort him, lest perhaps such a one should be swallowed up with 

overmuch sorrow”. “….confirm your love toward him”…… “Lest Satan should get an advantage 

of us”. 2 Corinthians 2:7-11 

 

 

http://quod.lib.umich.edu/cgi/k/kjv/kjv-idx?type=citation&book=Matthew&chapno=18&startverse=1&endverse=35
http://quod.lib.umich.edu/cgi/k/kjv/kjv-idx?type=citation&book=2+Corinthians&chapno=2&startverse=7&endverse=11
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The Restoration Power of God  

Whatever the enemy has tried to take away from you, God wants to restore it. God wants to 

make it better than before. That’s the kind of Father He is. Every day we have choices put before 

us. We can be tempted to get hurt, wounded, or depressed. We can complain and remain in the 

same awful condition. Or we can praise God and be raised up.  

One of the first things the enemy will try to steal from us is our joy. He wants to get us sad, 

sorrowful, and oppressed. Remember what it was like when you first were saved? There was joy 

unspeakable. God doesn’t want us to lose that joy! Nehemiah 8:10 tells us, “The JOY of the Lord 

is your strength.” It is important for Christians to have joy in their life! If you don’t have joy, you 

don’t have any strength.  

Don’t stay in that valley of despair and depression. Don’t allow what people say to control you. 

You control your own destiny. Maybe everyone isn’t going to be thrilled about you. But God is. 

You are who God created you to be. And God likes you just fine. He’s thrilled about you! 

Where does joy come from? We tap into joy by hanging out with God! When we are in His 

Presence, we come out with a new spring in our step, a new song in our heart. When we’re 

hanging out with Him, we take on His characteristics. 

And God is happy! Psalm 2:4 says, “He that sitteth in the heavens shall LAUGH.” When we’re 

hanging out with God, we start acting like Him. We’re full of joy, full of peace, full of rejoicing. 

You may have been through some trouble, but God is the One Who brings restoration. Isaiah 

61:7 says, “For your shame ye shall have double; and for confusion they shall rejoice in their 

portion: therefore in their land they shall possess the double: everlasting joy shall be unto them.” 

In The Amplified Bible, this verse says, “. . . You shall have a twofold RECOMPENSE. . . .” 

The word recompense is the same word that we get worker’s compensation from. You know 

what worker’s compensation is for? If you get injured on the job, they pay you worker’s 

compensation. 

God is saying, “You’re working for Me. You got hurt in the service of the Lord. And I’m going 

to give you worker’s compensation. I’m going to give you double for your trouble.” Glory to 

God! 

Joel 2:25 says, “I will restore to you the years that the locust hath eaten, the cankerworm, and the 

caterpiller, and the palmerworm.” Some of you have been down with a lot of “worms” in your 

life. Some of you have lost years to a bad marriage. Some of you have lost years to health 

problems. But the Lord put something in my heart. He said, “My mercy is greater than your 

mistakes, and I am a Master at fixing any disaster.”  
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God loves us that much. Whether we’ve done things that are our own fault, or whether it is the 

enemy who has stolen from us, God is still the Restorer!  

God wants you to have that dream fulfilled. He wants you to have joy. He wants you to have 

health in your body. God is a good God! And He’s got good things in store for us. Don’t let the 

devil steal anything from you. Declare restoration over your life! Take what belongs to you, in 

the Name of Jesus! 

God’s Promise of Restoration 

“When they are in the land of their enemies, I will not spurn them, neither will I abhor them so as 

to destroy them utterly and break my covenant with them” (Lev. 26:44). 

- Leviticus 26:40-45  

Judgment and exile are the consequences of disobedience to the Lord’s covenant (Lev. 26:14–

39), but they are not the whole story when it comes to looking at how God deals with the world. 

As we have seen over the past few days, our Creator promises to deliver from His wrath all those 

who put their hope in Him alone (Ex. 6:1–8; Ps. 130; Mark 10:42–45). And He does not stop 

acting for His people once He has delivered them from judgment, for He also promises to restore 

what they have lost in their exile. This is the great hope promised in Leviticus 26:40–45. 

Reading the list of covenant curses in Leviticus 26:14–39, we would be discouraged if that was 

the last word. Fortunately, the curse of God is not His last word, for in verses 40–45 we see that 

though the Israelites might break the Mosaic covenant, the Almighty could by no means forget 

His covenant promises to them. Having sworn to give Abraham many descendants and a great 

inheritance (Gen. 15), God could not allow the nation to dissolve while in exile. A remnant 

would have to be preserved if the promise was to be fulfilled, but this remnant would have to 

repent in exile and turn back to Him in order to experience a restoration to their former state 

(Lev. 26:40–42). The later prophets understood that this restoration from exile in Assyria and 

Babylon would be glorious indeed, and would culminate in nothing less than a new heaven and 

earth (Isa. 66:22–23). Israel’s eventual return to her covenant Lord would mark a new beginning 

for a fallen world (chap. 25–26; 66; Ezek. 36). 

Adam and Eve were given a great garden of blessing, but they fell and were evicted from it (Gen. 

3). All hope was not lost, however, for God pledged to remedy their situation, as seen in Adam 

and Eve’s hope for the Lord to provide a man who could lead the return to the garden (v. 15; 

4:1). Centuries later, the nation of Israel repeated Adam’s failure. Forgetting their covenant with 

God, the Israelites fell again and were evicted from the blessing of the divine presence in Canaan 

(2 Kings 17:7–23). Again, hope was not lost, for the righteous remnant hoped in the Father to 

send a man who would lead the people back to blessing (Luke 1:46–56; 2:22–38). This man — 

the Lord Jesus Christ — did come, and even now He is restoring His creation as God 

has promised. 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Lev.%2026.44
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Leviticus%2026.40-45
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Lev.%2026.14%E2%80%9339
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Lev.%2026.14%E2%80%9339
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ex.%206.1%E2%80%938
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Mark%2010.42%E2%80%9345
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Leviticus%2026.40%E2%80%9345
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Leviticus%2026.14%E2%80%9339
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Lev.%2026.40%E2%80%9342
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Isa.%2066.22%E2%80%9323
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Kings%2017.7%E2%80%9323
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%201.46%E2%80%9356
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%202.22%E2%80%9338
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Finding Total Restoration in Christ 

God is in the business of restoration, and as believers in Christ, He wants to make us whole in 

every area of our lives. This process transforms us into the new creation that 2 Corinthians 5:17 

(AMPC) describes as "(a new creature altogether); the old [previous moral and spiritual 

condition] has passed away …." 

I remember when I desperately needed to recover from the abuse in my past. I had thought that 

when I was old enough to leave home, I would leave the pain behind, but the problem was in my 

soul — my thinking and emotions. I needed healing and restoration so I wouldn't continue to be 

poisoned by things that had happened to me all those years growing up. 

I came to this realization after a woman came to speak at our church and shared her testimony of 

how she had been abused and God had healed her. My husband, Dave, bought her book for me, 

and when I started to read it, it was so painful that I threw it across the room and refused to pick 

it up. 

But then I clearly heard the Holy Spirit speak to my heart, "It's time, Joyce." 

God had a much better life for me than what I had known up to that point, and He wanted to 

restore my soul so I could experience it. 

Double for Your Trouble 

Isaiah 61:7 (AMPC) says, "Instead of your [former] shame you shall have a twofold recompense; 

instead of dishonor and reproach [your people] shall rejoice in their portion. Therefore in their 

land they shall possess double [what they had forfeited]; everlasting joy shall be theirs." 

This scripture shows us that God can completely restore us — no matter what we've done or 

been through. And He wants to bring us to a position that's better than we would have been in if 

we had never gone through the messes in our lives. He wants to give us double for our trouble! 

Notice the phrase "instead of your former shame." Do you know what it's like to have shame in 

your life? I had a shame-based nature for many years because of the abuse I experienced from 

my father. It made me feel like something must be wrong with me for him to do the things he 

had done to me. 

A discerning ears and hearts 

But the first thing Jesus gives us through our relationship with Him is righteousness, or right 

standing with God (2 Corinthians 5:21). It's so important for us to get this, because the enemy 

wants us to think about everything that's wrong with us so we'll focus on our faults. And when 

we do this, it just gives our problems more strength over us. 

https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click%253Fxai%253DAKAOjstDKqMmWQ-ypTEwIyajUkx518jojGgtOtW-1zuJMSuNG9PUCzxEB_Lm02q4yVka5-eV7ykyT9D9ToO7aYRE5zex60-piu3Mai8kwbX2iuWWCvl5mKDxXdMab9eHVrqatwh4q-acED8JUopGMe_jOCBMATX_w5wvCPSagKef92BzIlUyjvZmi6f4Ixg8mcQN10wmzRXuS2ckgSSIN2U4en2ps5NnZAepFba1Qj_FgFUJlwsYF3iKzMASWeT6vpk2WozvhvQNiWHHLV_7_VtwBCqE3CPNWicwM8NCHNA%2526sai%253DAMfl-YSv4UDHxTL4siUkvMUzELZjYc-AURhq1hmH2v2LEcPniLCiE0CRHLz8YmovPINkdrNtjwbxfrPyU7-VRCw5xVCbnvpJRLHgMz72O-G2z9-tOBdscn6s_aeS6w1Y7aNF0D8o_Sdk%2526sig%253DCg0ArKJSzP_c-8l0XSj6EAE%2526urlfix%253D1%2526adurl%253Dhttps:/edifi.page.link/nf9s
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We need to learn how to "walk and live [habitually] in the [Holy] Spirit [responsive to and controlled and 

guided by the Spirit]," because then we "will certainly not gratify the cravings and desires of the flesh (of 

human nature without God)" (Galatians 5:16 AMPC). This is what it means to be transformed into the 

image of Christ. And while it's not an easy process, we can do it with God's help. 

The Process of Restoration 

Think about it like this: When a person restores a used-up, beat-up piece of furniture, the first thing they 

do is strip off the old layers of paint or varnish. 

We all have things that need to be stripped away in our lives. Maybe it's old attitudes and mindsets that 

don't line up with the way God thinks and acts … or unhealthy relationships that are holding you back 

from God's purpose and plans for you. Whatever it is, you can pray, "Lord, strip me of everything that's 

not good for me, and everything that's hindering my walk with you. Do what you need to do to get it out 

of my life." 

Sanding is another step in the process. Is there anyone in your life whose personality just grates on you? 

They're like sandpaper, and God uses them to get the rough edges off of us so the good things He has put 

in us can be developed and demonstrated in the way we live. 

And after the sanding, there is sealing. For us, that means we're sealed with the Holy Spirit, "marked, 

branded as God's own, secured" (Ephesians 4:30 AMPC). 

After all this, the furniture must be dusted and polished from time to time. I feel like God is always 

polishing my life in some area. Our walk with Christ is a lifelong journey that brings us closer to Him and 

makes us more like Him. That's why we should be thankful when the Holy Spirit convicts us of sin, or the 

mistakes we make; it's how He's polishing us to help us stay in God's will for our lives. 

Wherever you are in the restoration process, I want to encourage you to set your mind today that God is 

healing you, and stay focused on following the leadership of the Holy Spirit. Trust God to lead you in the 

way that's right for you, bringing you to wholeness in Christ in every area of your life! 

CONCLUSION 

Restoration is always an act of God; he is the one who restores 
Restoration is not uncovering a code and finding hidden way 
Restoration is fixing our eyes on Jesus as the way, truth, life 
One other thing is essential to be a Restoration Movement 
We must MOVE! We can’t camp on where the past brought us 
We can’t be settlers who camp on positions/practices of part 
We must be pilgrims, traveling to the undiscovered country 
That often not popular; pilgrims are the ones with arrows in back 
Do we want restoration? Are we willing for God to restore us? 

If we do, then there is one thing we must give up... CONTROL 
Are you willing to go wherever it is that God leads you today? 


