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Hosea 4:6  

My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge; because you have rejected knowledge, I reject 

you from being a priest to me. And since you have forgotten the law of your God, I also will 

forget your children.  

Isaiah 5:13  

Therefore my people go into exile for lack of knowledge; their honored men go hungry, and their 

multitude is parched with thirst.  

Romans 10:17  

So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.  

John 8:32  

And you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”  

Proverbs 1:3-8  

To receive instruction in wise dealing, in righteousness, justice, and equity; to give prudence to 

the simple, knowledge and discretion to the youth— Let the wise hear and increase in learning, 

and the one who understands obtain guidance, to understand a proverb and a saying, the words of 

the wise and their riddles. The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge; fools despise 

wisdom and instruction. ...  

Ephesians 1:17-21  

That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and 

of revelation in the knowledge of him, having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may 

know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance 

in the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe, 

according to the working of his great might that he worked in Christ when he raised him from the 

dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and 

power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the 

one to come.  

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hosea+4%3A6&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+5%3A13&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+10%3A17&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+8%3A32&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Proverbs+1%3A3-8&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+1%3A17-21&version=ESV
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Christianity: A Religion of Learning 

Christianity is a religion of instruction. Where there is no solid biblical instruction, the Christian 

system can neither commence nor continue. 

One of the basic differences between the Mosaic regime (into which one was born physically) 

and the church of Jesus Christ, is the fact that knowledge is prerequisite to identifying with the 

faith of the gospel (Jer. 31:31-34). Jesus declared that favor with God must involve instruction, 

reception, comprehension, and commitment (Jn. 6:45). 

Anyone with a smattering of Bible knowledge, and any experience at all within our brotherhood, 

is aware of the fact that the church of today is facing a time of great crisis. 

We have those among us who have a pathetically low regard for the concept of Bible inspiration 

and authority. Not a few have made serious compromises with the dogma of evolution in an 

effort to mesh with society. 

Many of our people are very fuzzy on what constitutes a Christian. They think the church of 

Christ is but another denomination. A number of prominent personalities contend that there are 

few guidelines for regulating worship, and so the church must jazz-up its services to appeal to an 

entertainment-oriented culture. Basic truth has been thrown to the wind. 

Why are things in such a state of chaos? One of the reasons is ignorance. There probably has not 

been a time in this century when Bible knowledge among the Lord’s people has sunk to such a 

base level. Let us be more specific. 

A Crisis of Spiritual Ignorance 

We are suffering a leadership crisis. Where are the godly elders who know the Bible from cover 

to cover? Where are the bishops who can, and will, stand and exhort in sound doctrine and 

convict the gainsayers (Tit. 1:9). 

There are still some great elders, but far too many who are serving in this capacity have been 

given the job because they were successful businessmen, had wealth, or possessed other traits 

that were wholly unrelated to tending the flock of God. 

The church has on its hands a new generation of preachers who have matriculated through some 

of our schools (or denominational seminaries), but who do not understand the most elementary 

matters about the role of the gospel preacher. They are experts in everything except the Word of 

God. 

These new princes are theological clones who can scarcely frame a sentence that the common 

man can understand. They know nothing, teach nothing, and stand for nothing—but, 

unfortunately, numerous people love it this way. 
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It is no longer the case that the average person in the pew is a good Bible student. Everyone has 

probably heard the old story about the judge who couldn’t find a Bible in his courtroom with 

which to swear in a witness. So he simply called for a Christian man and had the witness place 

his hand upon the brother’s head. 

The days are gone when God’s people were known as a “Bible-toting, Bible-quoting, Bible-

living” people. Many members of the church never carry a Bible to worship, and they could not 

cite scriptural references on the most basic doctrinal issues. 

Most of our schools are not the solid training centers they used to be. The time was when the 

presidents and faculty-members of our colleges were great gospel preachers and teachers who 

knew how to powerfully proclaim the truth and win souls. They were rich in Bible knowledge. 

Many of our current administrators have arrived in their positions because they are adept at fund-

raising. 

Too, we have become so “degree” oriented that we have allowed the secular accrediting systems 

to structure our teaching programs according to their ideals. Many labor under the illusion that 

one cannot be an effective herald of the gospel unless he has at least a Master’s degree. Is it any 

wonder that some of our schools have become the Trojan horse by which corruption has wormed 

its way into the church? 

Some colleges constitute one of the greatest threats to the church today. 

The Bible school literature that we have produced in recent decades is woefully anemic. It is 

hard to find material that is strong in doctrine. The current slick and colorful literature is filled 

with case-study scenarios and role-playing exercises that rely more on human wisdom than a 

respect for the authority of God’s Word. 

Our homes are void of biblical instruction. Domestic lives are so crowded — both dad and mom 

working, children are involved in school, sports, etc. — that virtually all religious instruction has 

been left up to the Bible school, which, in many instances, represents a sorry effort. A hastily-

prepared, Saturday-night lesson, with a fill-in-the-blanks format, simply will not provide the 

foundation for spiritual stability. 

Most congregations are suffering serious attendance problems. Only a fraction of the local 

church attends Sunday or Wednesday evening gatherings. Aside from the Lord’s day morning 

assembly, only a skeleton crew will attend the services of a gospel meeting. Almost no teenagers 

will be in evidence. It is utterly amazing at the casual way in which many children of God treat 

the meetings of the church. Neglect of the assemblies for trivial circumstances — even by 

leaders and Bible class teachers — is a common occurrence. 
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A Final Word 

The crisis we face is real and deadly. Unless there is a revival of interest among church leaders, 

unless there is some resurgence of rich teaching of the sacred Scriptures, unless there is a 

rekindling of passion for the cause of Christ within the church—we are in for rough times. 

The church cannot flourish if she continues to drift in the same sluggish direction she has 

embraced in recent years. May God help us to responsibly address these problems? 

How are people destroyed from a lack of knowledge 

(Hosea 4:6)? 

Question: "How are people destroyed from a lack of knowledge (Hosea 4:6)?" 

 

Answer: Hosea 4:6 says, “My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge.” What was it that Israel did 

not know, and why was that lack of knowledge so dangerous? 

 

The rest of verse 6 helps explain: “Because you have rejected knowledge, I reject you from being a priest 

to me. And since you have forgotten the law of your God, I also will forget your children” (KJV). It’s 

important to note the structure of the verse: “rejected knowledge” is parallel to “forgotten the law.” 

This fits the context of the opening verse of the chapter, which states that Israel failed to acknowledge 

the LORD as their God (Hosea 4:1). The people did not simply lack knowledge; they actively rejected it. 

 

Another parallel offers a deeper understanding of the passage. Because Israel had “rejected” knowledge 

(God’s Law), God would “reject” them. Because Israel had “forgotten” God’s Law, He would “forget” 

their children (He would remove His future blessing from the nation). As a result of God “rejecting” and 

“forgetting” Israel, they would be destroyed. Hosea’s message is in line with Moses’ warning to the 

nation that God would remove His blessing from a disobedient people (Deuteronomy 28). 

 

Hosea 4:1-2 emphasize that Israel’s lack of knowledge was not mere ignorance, but active sin against 

God: “There is no faithfulness or steadfast love, and no knowledge of God in the land; there is swearing, 

lying, murder, stealing, and committing adultery; they break all bounds, and bloodshed follows 

bloodshed.” The people were only ignorant of the Law because they actively ignored it. 

 

Hosea’s warnings went unheeded, and Israel was conquered by Assyria during his ministry. Yet, even in 

judgment, God spares a remnant and restores His relationship with them. The prophecies of Hosea 

reflect this pattern. Israel was judged, yet the Lord would later restore His people whom He loved. 

 

The coming of Jesus Christ illustrates God’s love to the fullest degree. Jesus died for the sins of all 

people, offering every person the opportunity to come to faith in Him (John 3:16; Ephesians 2:8-9). To 

those who do believe, Jesus is “wisdom from God” (1 Corinthians 1:30). Because of Christ, there is no 

need for anyone ever again to be “destroyed from a lack of knowledge.” 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Hos%204.6
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Hos%204.1
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Deut%2028
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Hos%204.1-2
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%203.16
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%202.8-9
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor%201.30
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A Lack of Knowledge 

Sometimes the grind of low enthusiasm results from not having sufficient knowledge to address 

life's difficulties. While additional training in management or finances or parenting or vocational 

skills can certainly help, all knowledge must be built upon a foundation of spiritual wisdom. In 

verses 98–100 of Psalm 119, the composer speaks of the superiority of the Word over three 

sources of truth held in high esteem by the world.  

1. The Word makes us wiser than our enemies.  

Your commandments make me wiser than my enemies,  

For they are ever mine. (119:98)  

The world places great importance on knowledge gained from experience. In this case, the 

songwriter mentions experience in dealing with our enemies. But he says that the one who has a 

grasp of the Word is wiser than his enemies. Sometimes difficult people can drag our enthusiasm 

down. Divine wisdom will help us rise above the negative effects of people who drag us down.  

2. The Word gives us more insight than all our teachers.  

I have more insight than all my teachers,  

For Your testimonies are my meditation. (119:99)  

The world also emphasizes the importance of getting knowledge from education. While 

additional knowledge in a field of study or training in a particular skill never hurts, the Lord says 

that the one who knows the Word possesses more insight than his educators. What good is an Ivy 

League education in business or law if you don't know how to live wisely? What help is a 

vocational certification if moral foolishness leads you astray?  

3. The Word causes us to have more understanding than the aged.  

I understand more than the aged,  

Because I have observed Your precepts. (119:100)  

I wholeheartedly encourage respect for older people. I'm becoming one of them! Yet I have 

noticed that age doesn't necessarily lead to understanding. On the contrary, I have observed 

many old fools and have learned from many young sages. Verse 100 declares that one who obeys 

God's Word gains more understanding than many years without the benefit of the Scriptures. In 

Job 32:8–9, we find a similar observation:  

But it is a spirit in man,  

And the breath of the Almighty gives them understanding. 

The abundant in years may not be wise,  

Nor may elders understand justice.  

https://biblia.com/bible/nlt/Ps%20119
https://biblia.com/bible/nlt/Job%2032.8%E2%80%939
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A knowledge and application of the written truths of the Word will better equip us for life than 

the combined advantages of hard-knock experiences, dedicated teachers, and even decades of 

living. The Scriptures provide more than mere knowledge. From the Bible, we receive insight. 

Insight translates to effectiveness. Effectiveness leads to success. Success builds confidence. And 

confidence inspires enthusiasm.  

Knowing and applying the Word equips us for life better than experiences, teachers, and even 

decades of living. 

WORD STUDY – LACK OF KNOWLEDGE 

Hosea 4:6: “My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge: because thou has rejected 

knowledge, I will reject you, thou shalt be no priest to me: seeing thou hast forgotten the law of 

thy God, I will also forget thy children.” 

I consider these little studies a personal journey and not really teachings. I opened my Bible this 

morning seeking a Word from God.  Sometimes I wish God would speak to me as openly and 

clearly as He does for others, but that is not my story. The only way I know how to hear from 

God is through His Word.  No doubt He speaks to others through other means, but in my case I 

have to spend hours in His Word to find out what He is saying to me.  This morning I needed to 

hear from God and I found myself in the Book of Hosea of all things. 

 “My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge.”  I read one commentator who said that if 

someone considers themselves His people they should know better.  I like to think I am His 

people and I guess I should know better.  I should know to just trust and rest in His 

lovingkindness which I am afraid I do not regularly practice.   This follows with the fact that His 

people rejected knowledge.  Am I really rejecting the knowledge of his lovingkindness by not 

trusting in it?  Why can I not rest in his loving kindness?  I feel like I am being destroyed and yet 

deep in my heart, I know better, I know He is in control and that He does love me. 

 Well that is basically all I get from a literal interpretation, which really doesn’t help much.  I did 

get the feeling that there was a little more to the word people which led me to dig a little deeper 

into these words.  The word for people  is amam.  Amam comes from a root found in most 

Semitic languages which carries the idea of  hidden or concealed.  In the Hebrew root the word 

has a double Mem, one open and one closed.   God’s people are those who are intimate with his 

revealed and hidden knowledge.   Yet, they are destroyed for a lack of that knowledge.  I don’t 

know about you but that sounds a little contradictory to me.  But soft, the word  knowledge here 

comes from the root word yadah which in various Semitic languages is rooted in the  idea of 

intimacy.  So what God is saying is that His people may have His revealed and hidden 

knowledge, but they are destroyed because they lack intimacy with Him. 

 The word lack is balah which is a wearing down or a gradually withdrawal.  So we could render 

this as “My people who have the revealed and hidden knowledge of me are destroyed by their 

gradual withdrawal from an intimacy with Me.”   I have spent my life studying the Word of God 

and I am intimate with it, but if I withdraw from my intimacy with God, I will face 
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destruction.  The word destroyed is an unusual word to use here.  It is nidemu which could come 

from the root word damam or damah.  What we have here is a play on the two words which has 

the idea of being silenced, made still or defeated.   The Nun at the beginning of the word puts it 

in a niphal form which is most likely why the translators use the word destroy but within this 

context it could more easily mean being in such defeat that you are unable to speak a word or to 

even move.  Boy that really hits home.  That is exactly why I needed a word from the Lord this 

morning because I just feel so defeated that I can not even move into any action. 

Will that puts me in the position of the old Jewish prayer: “Lord, we know the problem, show us 

the solution.”  The solution lies in the next word.  The next word is sort of a clue or hint.  It is the 

word rejected. First God says that His people lack knowledge and then He says that they reject 

the knowledge.  That is a clue that there is something embedded in this word to give us a better 

understanding.   The word for reject is ma’as which means to melt away.  It is the picture of a 

candle as it melts down to just a blob of wax until the fire goes out.  You see the problem is that 

we are not so much rejecting our intimacy with God as we are just letting the firmness of that 

intimacy gradually melt down until the fire goes out. 

 Still we have just the problem, but not the solution.  The solution lies in how this word ma’as 

(reject) is spelled.  The word is spelled with a Mem which represents drowning in worry and 

sorrow.  The next letter is an Aleph which shows ambivalence toward God.  The final letter is a 

Samek which tells us that we are depending too much upon a person or thing.  There it is, by 

being too dependent upon the arm of the flesh we become ambivalent toward God and start to 

drown in the worries and cares of this world. 

The letters in the word balah (lack) whispers something even more important and profound to us. 

The first letter of this word is a Beth which, in its shadow form, tells us that we are feeling 

spiritual superior to others. The next letter, Lamed, is warning us that we are trying too hard on 

our own.  The final letter, the Hei, reveals that these feelings of spiritual superiority and working 

too hard in the flesh leads us to self-deception and self-pity.  By feeling spiritually superior to 

others, being a workaholic, and feeling sorry for ourselves and deceiving ourselves into believing 

that we are doing God’s will, we will slowly melt away from our intimacy with Him. 

 So now we move to 5:15: where God says,  “I will go and return to my place till they 

acknowledge their offence and seek my face, in their affliction they will seek me early.”  It is 

then when with all this self-dependency and dependency upon the arm of the flesh that when the 

resulting affliction comes, we then seek God and acknowledge our offence. In such an action we 

then return to the path of intimacy. 

 Sometimes I would like heaven to just open up and for a Word from God to come booming 

out.  But then again, I do have to admit that God and I had a really nice time together in His 

Word this morning and maybe spending a few hours in His Word to get a message from Him is 

not so bad after all. 

Hosea was a prophet of God to the northern kingdom of Israel some two hundred years after the 

division of the north and the south. He prophesied of their demise if they did not turn back to 

God. A telling statement of his was, “My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge: because 
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thou hast rejected knowledge, I will also reject thee…” (Hosea 4:6). This is a telling statement 

for it explains how Israel came to be in the state in which they were at the time of Hosea. They 

had become ignorant to God’s true will. The same can and has happened all through the ages 

since that time. It is still a problem today and still results in the destruction of the soul of he who 

falls prey. 

Ignorance of God’s word results in destruction. Jesus said, “And ye shall know the truth, and the 

truth shall make you free” (John 8:32). Note several things Jesus did not say. He did not say, ye 

shall feel the truth and the truth shall make you free. Truth is not something that one feels, but 

something one learns. It is the intellect that God appeals to with His word. Indeed, emotions are 

involved, but the intellect is that which is used to understand and then obey God’s word. Paul 

told Timothy to “study to show thyself approved unto God”. It is the intellect that must be used 

in study, not the emotions. Jesus also did not say, ye shall know what others have said it the 

truth, and the truth shall set you free. John wrote, “believe not every spirit, but try the spirits 

whether they are of God: because many false prophets are gone out into the world” (I John 4:1). 

Paul said that the Bereans “were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the 

word with all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so” 

(Acts 17:11). Don’t take anyone’s word for what is truth, search the scriptures for yourself to 

assure that what is taught is indeed truth. Neither did Jesus say, ye shall know what the majority 

believe to be the truth, and the truth shall set you free. No matter how many people believe that 

which is false, it does not make it true. Paul said, “For what if some did not believe? Shall their 

unbelief make the faith of God without effect? God forbid: yea, let God be true, but every man a 

liar…” (Rom. 3:3-4). God said, “Thou shalt not follow a multitude to do evil” (Exo. 23:2). 

The apostle Paul, writing to the church at Rome concerning his fellow Jews said, “For I bear 

them record that they have a zeal of God, but not according to knowledge. For they being 

ignorant of God’s righteousness, and going about to establish their own righteousness, have not 

submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God” (Rom. 10:2-3). There is no doubt that those 

of whom Paul spoke were zealous, but zealousness without knowledge is vain. Jesus once said, 

“But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men” (Matt. 

15:9). The righteousness that Paul’s brethren did not know was the one found in the gospel of 

Christ, for that is where God’s righteousness is revealed. Paul wrote, “For I am not ashamed of 

the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the 

Jew first, and also to the Greek. For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to 

faith: as it is written, The just shall live by faith” (Rom. 1:16-17). They were ignorant of what 

God had actually said, and had formulated their own system of righteousness, their own standard 

for salvation. Such will fail in the last day, for we will be judged not by what we think, but by the 

gospel (Rom. 2:16). 

Many in our modern society have gone the way of both Israel in the days of Hosea and Paul’s 

fellow Jews in the first century; they have formulated their own system of Christianity, not in 

accordance with what God’s truth demands. The multiplicity of “denominations” with their 

differing doctrines and practices are proof of this. One can ask several different people what they 

must do to be saved and receive several different answers. Such is proof positive that they are not 

all following the same guide. The truth of God’s word does not change from person to person. 

God is no respecter of persons (Acts 10:34). If they were all following the same blueprint for the 
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church, they would all be exactly the same in doctrine and practice. Paul writing to the church at 

Corinth said, “Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all 

speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly joined 

together in the same mind and in the same judgment” (I Cor. 1:10). It is high time that many 

religious people today would turn back from the doctrines of men to the truth of the Bible. Leave 

their own system of righteousness and return to God’s. 

Lack of knowledge in the field of finances can result in poverty. Lack of knowledge in the realm 

of health can result in sickness and death. But, the most dangerous lack of knowledge is the lack 

of the knowledge of God’s will for man. It results in eternal damnation. 

Knowledge, Wisdom, Understanding, and Insight: 

What are the Differences? 

Knowledge, wisdom, and understanding are all great qualities that every human should possess 

to live a more noble life. We go to schools to gain knowledge, hold on to our conviction to 

achieve wisdom, and reflect on our own doings to achieve understanding. We might be familiar 

with the meaning of knowledge and wisdom, as we usually hear people talking about them. 

Some people are even using them interchangeably in their stories and discussions. 

But what really is the difference between knowledge and wisdom? 

What about the differences between knowledge, wisdom, and understanding? 

One of the best ways to define and understand the meaning of something is to learn how to 

distinguish it among others. The more you recognize its unique distinctions, the more you 

understand its meaning. 

To become knowledgeable, wise, and understanding, let’s analyze the meanings and differences 

of knowledge, wisdom, and understanding. And to go higher, deeper, and further, let’s include 

insight, which might be their ultimate form. 

So without further ado, let’s scrutinize them starting from their definitions. 

On the meaning and definition 

Knowledge is the collective information and facts acquired through education or experience. 

Knowledge is awareness. And yes, knowledge, itself, is power. 

Wisdom is the quality of having a good judgement based on knowledge. It is popularly known 

as the ability to discern. If knowledge is power, wisdom is your choice to use or apply that 

power. 
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Understanding is the ability to understand one’s knowledge and choices. It is the realization of 

your decision. It is knowledge and wisdom put into action. If knowledge is power and wisdom is 

your choice to use that power, understanding is the execution of your choice to use that power. 

We develop understanding when we practice what we preach. 

Insight is the capacity to gain an accurate and deep understanding of one’s knowledge and 

choices. It is the ability to make your knowledge, decision, and action into a habit or a lifestyle. 

If knowledge is power, wisdom is your choice to use that power, and understanding is the 

execution of your choice to use that power — then insight is the consistent execution of your 

choice to use that power. Insight is related to our future. If we have insight, or if we are 

constantly putting our knowledge, wisdom, an understanding into actions, we become more 

confident of our future. 

On how to obtain them 

To gain knowledge, one has to spend time and effort to know things by reading, listening, 

seeing, experiencing, studying, and getting familiar with certain things. Without interest or 

passion, one can hardly acquire knowledge. 

To gain wisdom, one has to have knowledge first, and then use conviction to make a good 

judgment out of that knowledge. Without strength, courage, and confidence to make a decision, 

one cannot gain wisdom. No matter how intelligent or knowledgeable a person is, if he cannot 

distinguish what is right or wrong, he cannot be considered as a wise person. 

To gain understanding, one has to have both knowledge and wisdom first, and then put them 

into action. He has to know, make a choice, and then practice that choice he has made. Without 

practicing and executing one’s knowledge and choice, he cannot truly understand or realize 

them. In order to have wisdom, you have to walk your talk. You have to do what is right, not just 

know it or judge it. 

To gain insight, one has to have all of the above: knowledge, wisdom, and understanding. By 

persistently practicing and reflecting on them, one can gain insight and have more certainty of 

the future. Without patience, self-control, perseverance, and consistency, you can hardly develop 

insight. 

In short, you have to know to have knowledge, you have to make a knowledgeable choice to gain 

wisdom, you have to practice that choice to gain understanding, and finally, practice that choice 

consistently to gain insight. 

On their applications in life 

Knowledge can help you become more intelligent, earn higher school grades, have a more 

profitable business, have a healthier life, build lasting relationships, and survive most of life’s 

challenges. Knowledge is indeed a power which can make you stronger and more competitive in 

life. 
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Wisdom can help you choose to apply your intelligence, honor, profit, health, love, and strength 

the right way. In other words, wisdom is choosing to use your knowledge or power in a better 

way. 

Understanding can help you become a more practical person. Since it is the ability to put your 

knowledge and wisdom into actions, it will help you walk your talk and achieve actual results. 

Understanding will help you execute your choice to apply your intelligence, honor, profit, health, 

love, and strength the right way. 

Insight can help you become a happier and more confident person. Since it is the ability to 

consistently practice your knowledge and wisdom, it will help you become more certain of the 

future. It will remove your fears and insecurities, thereby attaining real happiness and 

completeness in life. Insight will help you to persistently and constantly practice your choice to 

apply your intelligence, honor, profit, health, love, and strength the right way until you become 

more confident of the future. 

Final thoughts 
We need knowledge, wisdom, understanding, and insight to have a better life now and in the 

future. Insight seemingly appears to be the greatest among them, but the truth is, they all need 

each other. You cannot have wisdom without knowledge, you cannot have understanding 

without wisdom, and you cannot have insight without understanding. They are steps or stages 

which we need to complete to truly achieve happiness and success in life. We have to recognize 

their differences not to separate them but to learn how to connect them and walk the right path 

towards life’s ultimate achievement. 

“Knowing Good and Evil” Means Making Judgments 

The first thing to say is that “knowing good and evil” does not refer to the possession of 

information, like one would “know” the capital of Belgium or the chemical components of a cell 

membrane. It is an active phrase, and refers to discernment between good and evil, or more 

simply, making judgments. 

Compare for example the woman of Tekoa’s words to King David, when she was looking for 

him to correct a wrong: 

“For the king will hear and deliver his maidservant from the hand of the man who would 

destroy both me and my son from the inheritance of God.” Then your maidservant said, 

“Please let the word of my lord the king be comforting, for as the angel of God, so is my 

lord the king to discern good and evil” (2 Samuel 14:16-17). 

The woman is here seeking for the king to issue a judgment in her behalf. She associates this 

“knowledge” to the activity of God himself, or the “Angel of God.” It is the kind of judgment 

that is associated with rulership. Similarly, when Solomon became king upon David’s death, he 

prays for wisdom. But listen to his actual words: 
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And now, O Yahweh my God, you have made your servant king in place of David my 

father, although I am but a little child. I do not know how to go out or come in. And your 

servant is in the midst of your people whom you have chosen, a great people, too many to 

be numbered or counted for multitude. So give your servant a hearing heart to judge your 

people, to discern between good and evil. For who is able to judge this great people of 

yours? (1 Kings 3:9). 

“Knowing Good and Evil” Represents Moral Maturity 

Solomon’s request comes alongside his confession that he is like “a little child” (v. 7), and this 

points us to the second aspect of “the knowledge of good and evil.” It is associated with 

maturity—the type of maturity that is required to be a position of issuing moral judgments. To 

lack it is to be immature, or like a child. This is what God said of the children of the wilderness 

generation, before their entrance into Canaan: 

Moreover, your little ones who you said would become a prey, and your sons, who this 

day have no knowledge of good or evil, shall enter there, and I will give it to them and 

they shall possess it (Deuteronomy 1:39). 

To lack this knowledge is not morally blameworthy in an immature child; it is simply natural. At 

the same time, for those who should be further along in wisdom, knowledge of good and evil is 

expected. Listen to the author of Hebrews’ rebuke to his readers: 

For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you have need again for someone to 

teach you the elementary principles of the oracles of God, and you have come to need milk 

and not solid food. For everyone who partakes only of milk is not accustomed to the word 

of righteousness, for he is an infant. But solid food is for the mature, who because of 

practice have their senses trained to discern good and evil (Hebrews 5:12-14). 

Bringing this back to the tree in the garden, we can say that the name “the knowledge of good 

and evil” did not signify that this was a magic tree that one could eat from and have 

informational knowledge automatically implanted. The temptation was not to achieve 

omniscience. The name instead represents discerning activity that Adam was to exemplify and 

attain. In the above passage, Hebrews uses the image of food, and this is suggestive: The fruit of 

the tree was to be food for Adam along with the rest of the trees if he were to grow in wisdom 

and maturity and demonstrate the capacity to truly discern and judge between good and evil. 

In the first instance, that would mean obeying God’s simple commands. The tree was the testing 

point, to see if and in what way Adam would become one who “knows good and evil.” 

What Did The Tree Mean? 

Concretely, the tree represented for Adam the choice between submitting to God’s law or 

pursuing moral autonomy: Fearing the Lord (the beginning of wisdom), or judging for himself 

what good and evil are. Learning obedience would result in greater wisdom, maturity, and 

freedom. That is what the serpent tempted Adam and Eve with: “You shall be as gods, knowing 
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good and evil” (Genesis 3:5). That is, you shall judge for yourselves. You will no be in the 

position of children, having good and evil dictated to you. The serpent tempted Adam and Eve 

with the prerogatives of autonomous, mature adulthood, before they had learned submission to 

God—and he tempted them to achieve this by way of disobedience. But it is important to 

understand that it could have been achieved with obedience as well, without the consequences of 

sin—and that is the tragedy. Adam and Eve were indeed destined to rule creation. Becoming like 

gods was not a bad thing or a bad desire. But this was to be achieved in the same way the rule of 

Jesus was achieved—by submission to God (Philippians 2:8-9). 

Note also, “good and evil” here is probably a broader category than just morality. The immediate 

antecedent is God’s judgment over his creation in Genesis 1: “God saw that it was good.” This is 

not a question of the moral uprightness of the moon and plants and fishes. It is “good” in the 

sense of “fitting” or “beautiful.” The tree, as the testing point of Adam’s obedience, would also 

be the opportunity for him to exercise his judgment with regard to what is proper and fitting. One 

thing that was very unfitting in Adam’s action was that he allowed himself to be drawn away and 

made subservient to the serpent, a “beast of the field” (Genesis 3:1), a creature that God had 

given Adam and Eve a commission to exercise dominion over. 

So an immediate effect of Adam and Eve’s sin was that their eyes were opened, and they saw 

that they were naked. Having acted out of accord with truth, goodness, and beauty by stepping 

outside of God’s command and seeking autonomy for themselves, all the while submitting to a 

creature who they should ruler over, they recognized their exposure and vulnerability, and their 

lack of glory. Clothing in the Bible represents glory, and Adam and Eve realized that in their 

immaturity they had reached for a godlikeness that they were not ready for, because they had not 

learned obedience. Adam and Eve were like little kids who want mommy and daddy’s tools and 

devices, and upon getting them, realize they do not know what to do with them and simply end 

up hurting themselves. 

Paul says, “The heir, as long as he is a child, is no different from a slave, though he is owner of 

everything, but he is under guardians and stewards until the date set by his father” (Galatians 

4:1-2). This was Adam and Eve’s position exactly. They were children, in the position of 

servants, having not yet entered the promised inheritance. They first needed the schoolmaster of 

the law. Their obedience to God would have issued in greater freedom and greater glory, and 

being trained in righteousness, righteousness and not sin is what they would have used their 

freedom to pursue (cf. Galatians 5:13). They would have understood that submission to God’s 

rule is good and fitting—and thus humbling themselves, they would have been exalted. 

Having stepped out and grasped at this glory however, they did achieve a kind of maturity of 

experience, and so God acknowledges that “the man has become like one of us, knowing good 

and evil” (Genesis 3:22), though it was in a tragic manner. He also clothes them in recognition of 

this.  

Conclusion 

God laid a temporary prohibition on his children, who were set to grow into wise, mature, and 

free adulthood by way of obedience. They were to become like gods, judging between good and 
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evil, and the tree was an opportunity to train them in this. However, the serpent tempted them 

with seizing this prerogative prematurely, by way of rebellion. Adam and Eve did judge between 

good and evil, but their act of judgment was flawed and proved fatal. 

 

In Genesis 1:29, God told the man and woman both that “every tree which has fruit yielding 

seed; it shall be food for you.” The prohibition on the tree of the knowledge of good and evil 

comes in ch. 2 and is given to Adam only, before Eve’s creation. Putting those facts together, we 

can assume that the prohibition on the tree was only temporary. 

This is why Adam and Eve had no shame in their nakedness. In their immature, childlike state, it 

was innocent. It was not God’s intention that they remain in that condition—the saints in heaven 

after all are given white robes of glory. They are not naked. 

It is sometimes suggested that God’s clothing of Adam and Eve represents an atonement or 

sacrifice for their sin, since clothing them with skins would require the death of an animal. 

However, the emphasis is entirely on the act of clothing—an image of investiture. Nothing is 

said about slaying an animal, blood, or anything having to do with sacrifice.  

 

DISTURBING SIGNS THAT YOU LACK WISDOM 

 

I will be very blunt with you. These are the signs that wisdom is eluding you. If you can identify 

yourself with any of these, know that you are in crisis and you need help! 

 YOU HAVE NOT BUILT ANYTHING 

By wisdom a house is built! – Proverbs 24:3a 

If at this stage in life, you can’t put your name to anything, then you are in big trouble! 

One sure sign of wisdom is the ability to build. Don’t leave the face of this earth without 

building something! 

  

To be more specific, you must at least build a house! A  house can be defined as:relating to a 

firm, institution, or society. It can also be defined as  a building in which people meet for a 

particular activity.(source-Google search) 
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You can’t work for over three years and not show any intention of building. And before you go 

into defensive mode  about how small your income is, you will be surprised to discover that 

someone earning far less than you is already building a house!. 

I had the shock of my life when I recently met a guy in my neighborhood. It has been a while 

since I saw him and his explanation was that he had recently moved to his own house with his 

family. I couldn’t believe it, because my meagre salary was even five times more what this dude 

earns, so how on earth could he have built a house whilst I could not boast of a single block! 

I immediately realized that wisdom was eluding me and had to change gears! 

You can easily measure the wisdom of a country by observing the structures and buildings in that 

particular country! 

Serious and wise leadership brings about growth and sustainable infrastructural development. 

The opposite is very true! 

Remember that a house is not built with money, but by wisdom. God being so kind has 

adminished us that if anyone lacks wisdom, he should ask Him, and He won’t withhold it 

“James 1:5 If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously to all without 

finding fault, and it will be given to you.” 

YOU ARE ALWAYS SWALLOWED IN DEBT 

Are you always in debt and most of the times have no clue how you are going to pay or service 

it? It is a sign of lack of wisdom. 

Some of the cause s of debt are spending beyond your means and impulse buying. 

If you desire to live a “larger than life” lifestyle, then you must make a “larger than life income” 

You don’t spend monies which don’t belong to you. 

Many of the youth today will die broke and poor becuase they prefer status to financial 

independence. 

For them it is all about which label or brand of shoes you are wearing. Wheteher your suits/dress 

has an italian/french label on it,which restaurant do you eat ,what kind of wine or champagne 

you pop and the type of cars you drive etc. 

Anytime I see our youth touting their gross senselessness, my heart weeps for them, becase all 

I see is future liabilities to an economy which is barely trying to survive. 

It is even amazing how in the developed world, students rely on bicycles to move to and fro for 

lectures but not in Africa, where our students prefer to own cars and move around with some 

pomp, unnecessarily spending monies they have not yet acquired the capacity to earn! 
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I wonder how many students use bicycles on our university campuses even in Ghana.If such a 

guy asks  a lady out, will she even accept? 

Banks also  encourage financial recklessness so that they can make monies off you. It is amazing 

how banks can pester you for loans all in the name of  helping you prosper. It is never true. You 

are rather making them prosperous by paying those huge interests on the monies you took from 

them. 

Taking bank loans is not entirely a bad thing, but make sure the monies you borrow are invested 

into projects that has long term benefits. 

Remember that a borrower is a slave to the lender. Once you have a loan on your head, it 

changes your thinking patterns and limits you on your choices. 

I will recommend the book “The Millionaire Next Door” to read, where you will discover that 

most of  America’s millionaires are ‘ordinary Joes’in the streets , who live below thier means, 

drive mostly second hand cars but yet have extraordinary bank accounts and immense financial 

power. 

To conclude, it is better to lead an ordinary live and have an extraordinary bank account than to 

live an extraordinary life and be in debt. 

“Better to be a nobody and yet have a servant than pretend to be somebody and have no 

food”.Proverbs 12:9 

Be wise, live below your means and don’t spend monies which do not belong to you! 

 YOU KEEP BAD COMPANY 

Our grannies use to say “ show me your friend and I will show you your character” This is a 

timeless truth. You can easily judge how wise a person is by the kind of friends he hangs out 

with. 

Do not be deceived; “Bad company corrupts good manners” -1 Corinthians 15:33 

An eaglet who hangs out with chicken will soon start running away from the hawk! 

Your friends have more influence on you than you ever imagined. So choose them carefully. 

Jim Rohn once said that “You are the average of the five people you spend the most time with” 

If you are always fond of saying  that” as for these friends of mine, they are very foolish” then 

know that you are just like them. 
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Seek the company of wise peaople and cut out any unwise friends. Folish friends  are  like 

garbage, whose stench will drive away every good thing meant to come your way. 

To give you a clue of who a foolish friend is, he/she is simply the type who always arouses the 

worst in you, a  friend who fuels  your appetite for sin and vices and feeds your weakness 

On the other hand a wise friend will always bring the best in you.Always challenging and 

provoking you to become better. 

No matter how much you are emotionally attached to your ” partner in crime” it is time to cut 

them off now before you are destroyed. Be wise! 

YOU ARE WICKED 

“Doing wickedness is like sport to a fool “- Proverbs 10:23a 

Wickedness, defined as the quality of being evil or morally wrong is a symptom of lack of 

wisdom. Folly often manifests itself as wickedness and immorality. 

Are you constantly involved with vices and immorality which is detrimental to yourself and 

others? Do you delight in causing pain and anguish to  others ?Know for certainty that you lack 

wisdom. 

A senior in school wo enjoys bullying and inflicting pains on his juniors is not wise. 

A madam who mistreats her maidservants is not wise. 

A worker who mistreats his gateman/security is not wise. 

Even wickedness to animals is a sign of glaring folly! 

Never allow people close to you ever regret for coming across you. Anytime people think about 

you, it should bring warmth and happiness into their hearts and not tears and pain. 

A foolish son is a grief to his father and bitterness to her who bore him -Proverbs 17:25 
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YOU HAVE STOPPED INVESTING IN KNOWLEDGE 

Man is wired to always seek knowledge. That is the only way you can function properly. Man’s 

basic instincts is no different from animals and those who rely only on their basic instincts will 

surely behave no more than animals. 

You brain is as good as the amount of knowledge you expose yourself to. 

Many of us stopped seeking knowledge immediately after school. Some of us even went to the 

extent of burning/ throwing away our books. 

Going to university does not equip you with all the knowledge you require in life, it only helps 

you develop the skills of acquiring knowledge. Unfortunately, many of us part ways with the 

discipline of seeking knowledge since completing school. 

Wherever you are and whatever you are involved in, you can become better and more effective 

by seeking knowledge in that particular field. Knowledge can be acquired primarily through 

books (including audio books), workshops, mentorship etc. 

‘Wise men store up knowledge” -Proverbs 10:14a 

In our part of the world, some only love to pray but abhor knowledge. The disciples of Jesus 

even needed to learn how to pray effectively at one point. If you can spend six hours in prayer 

and cannot spend an hour reading even the Bible, then you have a problem 

Remember that passion and zeal without knowledge is like a big ship on dry ground! 

If throughout this year, you have not invested in improving your knowledge, then know that folly 

is at your door steps. 

 YOU CAN’T SUBMIT TO AUTHORITY 

One measure of a person’s wisdom is his ability to submit to authority and instructions. 

Rebellion is no sign of strength, it rather portrays a fundamental error and weakness in your 

psychological makeup. 

Your breakthrough is tied to an instruction. You will never have the capacity to 

exercise   authority if you lack the ability to submit to authority. 

“A fool despised his father’s instruction: but he that regarded reproof is prudent”. –

Proverbs 15:5 
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YOU LOVE SHORT CUTS 

There is one key thing which governs the function of the universe, it is called process. Any good 

thing takes time. The only thing that does not require time and process is destruction. Hence if 

you have a knack for taking shortcuts, know that you have already activated your “self destruct” 

button. 

If a baby is removed from its mother’s womb by the 3rd month instead of 9th month, it is 

called abortion. The difference between a baby and aborted foetus is process. 

God knew the earth had capacity to accommodate billions of people but yet He created only two 

people in the beginning. 

The fact that a baby is born with a penis doesn’t mean it can start having sex the following 

day! 

Learn to go through the grind and master your craft before you become a liability and ridicule in 

the future. 

All these “sakawa” and yahoo boys only epitomizes folly. 

Even there is so much foolishness in our schools, primarily evident by student’s insatiable quest 

for “apor” (leaked papers)”Be different, be wise! 

There is nothing as miserable and despicable than finding yourself at the top and discovering that 

you do not have what it takes to stay there, simply because you took a short cut. 

My pastor normally says “if you take short cuts, you will cut your life short! 

To the ladies who believe in ‘using what they have to get what they want’, my advice is that 

instead of relying on what is between your thighs, rather rely on what is between your ears. 

Develop your capacity, hone your skills and you will go far in your career than you ever dreamed 

of. At the end of the day, nobody, can take it away from you! 

 YOU DON’T RESPECT AND HONOR YOUR PARENTS 

A wise person respects his parents. Your parents with all their flaws and shortcomings 

demand respect and honor from you. 

You must learn to honor and respect them. It still remains a mystery to me regarding the 

emphasis God places on this ancient truth. 

Many young people have found their early graves simply because they chose to disregard their 

parents. 
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Be wise, why must you die early and hinder your prosperity because you can’t honor  your 

parents? 

If someone curses their father or mother, their lamp will be snuffed out in pitch 

darkness.Proverbs 20:20 

“Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. Honor your father and mother”—

which is the first commandment with a promise— 3 “so that it may go well with you and that you 

may enjoy long life on the earth” Ephesians 6:1,2 

You have no right to despise and mistreat your parents, becuase in your estimation, they were not 

responsible enough, or didn’t provide you with the foundation to succeed. You should be lucky 

they didn’t abort you! 

Do not activate ancient curses and quench your life because you have decided to judge and 

despise them. 

If you are currently bearing a grudge with your parents no matter the reason, i put it to you that 

folly has overwhelmed you. 

Amend your ways quickly, and get back on track before your light is snuffed out! 

 YOU ARE LAZY 

“Poor is he who works with a negligent hand, but the hand of the diligent makes rich” – 

Proverbs 10:4 

Laziness is the quality of being unwilling to work or use energy; idleness. 

Laziness is a fruit of foolishness. Laziness and wisdom are never bed-fellows. You can’t be lazy 

and wise at the same time. 

One area of laziness suffocating the average person is mental laziness. Unfortunately many 

Christians are culprits in this area. 

The bible even said that God will do exceedingly abundantly above what we THINK or 

ASK! 

You need to put your energy to use. Be part of something. Work with urgency and purpose. 

Don’t while away time at the work place waiting for the magic number 5pm to hit! 

More importantly, put your mind to use, always bring something to the table. Continue to review 

and find out how you can make things better! 

Until you start being diligent, you are nowhere near the path of wisdom. 
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 YOU ARE NOT CONSISTENT 

 I know your deeds; you are neither cold nor hot. How I wish you were one or the other. So, 

because you are lukewarm–neither hot nor cold–I am about to spit you out of my mouth. 

– Revelation 3:16 

A characteristic about wisdom is consistency. People should know what they are getting anytime 

they deal with you. A great striker scores on a consistent basis. A great musician maintains the 

discipline for timeless performances on a consistent basis. 

Nowadays we have a lot of “one- time hits” who are nowhere to be found the next day. 

People keep shifting goal posts and it has increasingly become difficult to come across people 

who will stand by their words even if it hurts. You can’t even count on your friends when you 

are in trouble because they are likely to desert you. 

These kind of inconsistencies in our society is a symptom of waning wisdom. 

You can’t be promoted at your work place if you are inconsistent. Consistency is 

everything. Even the Bible stressed on the consistency of Jesus by declaring that” He is the same 

yesterday, today and forever” 

I challenge you to become a reliable and consistent individual. Become a person who others can 

always count on. 

If people cannot always count on you, you will never be counted among the great. 

 So endeavor to be wise going forward. Shun all self-destruct tendencies and develop habits that 

will make you win in life. 
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Keys to Understanding the Bible 

1. Pray for understanding 

Before you even begin to study, ask God to guide and show you His will. Remember that it is the 

Creator who gives true understanding through His Word. You cannot gain it on your own 

(Psalms 119:33-40; Proverbs 3:5-8; Jeremiah 9:23-24). 

2. Keep an open mind 

Be willing to admit when you are wrong and change, even if it means letting go of a long-held 

belief or tradition. If you can successfully apply this one principle, you will be far ahead in the 

search for spiritual truth (Acts 17:11; Isaiah 8:20). 

3. Humbly seek instruction and correction 

Approach the Bible with a teachable, humble attitude. The Word of God judges our innermost 

thoughts. It can show us who we really are. It can reveal every flaw in our character. So be ready 

to heed its correction (Jeremiah 10:23-24; Isaiah 66:1-5; Romans 8:6-9; Matthew 5:48). 

4. Accept the inspiration of all the Bible 

The entire Bible, both Old and New Testaments, is the inspired Word of God. When studying, 

keep in mind that He inspired the words you are reading; God is directly speaking to you through 

them (2 Peter 1:21; Philippians 2:5; John 6:63). 

5. Plan time for regular study 

It’s easy to let everyday concerns interfere, so schedule study time and try to maintain it. Over 

time you will look forward to this daily experience (Ephesians 5:15-17). 

6. Let the Bible interpret itself 

If something seems confusing or even contradictory, let clear biblical passages shed light on 

those you find difficult to understand. Scriptures do not contradict each another; they 

complement each other. Also, to properly understand a verse in the Bible, don’t force your 

personal point of view into it. Instead use the context and other relevant scriptures to find the 

correct meaning (2 Peter 1:20; John 10:35; John 17:17; Isaiah 28:9-10). 

7. Study topics 

Concentrate, at various times, on one subject, doctrine or book. Use a concordance or other study 

aid to put together all the scriptures relevant to a subject. This will allow you to see all that God 
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has to say about a particular topic (2 Timothy 2:15, KJV). For help getting started, send for our 

free Bible Study Course . 

8. Read the whole Bible 

Go through the Bible from cover to cover. By reading every section of the Bible, you give 

yourself a broad familiarity and perspective that will help you shed preconceived ideas about 

doctrinal subjects. Our Bible Reading Program   provides a convenient schedule for 

accomplishing this and other goals. 

9. Compare different translations 

The Bible was written in ancient languages, and scholars sometimes differ on how certain verses 

should be translated today. A literal rendering is often preferred, but a thought-for-thought 

translation or paraphrase is sometimes better at capturing the intent of ancient figures of speech. 

We must also be aware that doctrinal bias can influence translation. Comparing Bible versions 

will inform us on disagreements in translation and help us to sort through such issues. 

10. Use study aids properly 

Many Bible study aids are quite helpful. They can provide valuable historical background or 

point you to other scriptures that add clarity to what you are reading. Aids include concordances, 

lexicons, dictionaries, maps and commentaries. However, always keep in mind that such 

resources are not Scripture and can be wrong. 

11. Seek guidance from God’s Church 

It is always best to seek help from qualified people in any field of study. God has commissioned 

His servants to guide people into a fuller understanding of His Word. If you have questions, feel 

free to contact us. We offer free publications and resources on a wide variety of biblical subjects 

(Proverbs 11:14; Nehemiah 8:8; Acts 8:30-31; Acts 18:26; Romans 10:14-15). 

12. Take notes 

Jot down notes and explanatory comments in your Bible, a notebook or computer. This will help 

you remember key ideas or related scriptures. Some people use a marking system, with colors or 

symbols, to keep track of key verses by categories (doctrine, correction, prophecy, etc.). This can 

help you save time when looking for a particular section of Scripture. 

13. Review and meditate 

Take time to ponder what you have been learning. If something seems hard to understand, take 

some time to consider its meaning, using what you have already learned as the starting point. 

Reflect on what the Bible is saying and on how you can apply the verses in everyday life (Psalms 

1:1-3; Psalms 119:97-99; Psalms 139:17-18). 

https://www.ucg.org/bible-study-tools/bible-study-course
https://www.ucg.org/bible-reading-program/
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14. Obey God’s Word and prove it right 

Put God’s Word to the test by practicing the things you are learning. Acknowledge how His 

ways bring positive change in your life. The best way to determine that God’s commands and 

teachings bring true peace and blessings is by living them (Psalms 111:10; 1 John 3:22; John 

10:10; John 8:31-32; Malachi 3:10). 

15. Hold fast 

Once you have proven something to be true, don’t allow yourself to be lightly convinced out of 

it. While new evidence may overturn your previous conclusion, this must be the product of 

serious study in God’s Word. And always beware, because false teachers can lead you astray. 

Ask God to help you remain true to His teachings (1 Thessalonians 5:21; 2 Timothy 3:13-15; 

Colossians 1:22-23; Psalms 119:10-16). 

The Holy Spirit’s presence in the life of the reader is essential to his total understanding, 

appreciation, and implementation of Scripture (1 Corinthians 2:6-16). 

Two corollaries must balance this: 

A. Scripture is normal, logical communication. It is abnormal only in its revelatory nature, not in 

the manner it uses human language to communicate actual thoughts. Therefore, it is possible for 

the man without God’s Spirit (the unbeliever) to mentally grasp the meaning of Scripture, at 

least in terms of its logical content. 

This explains why an unbeliever can write a perceptive biblical commentary. Likewise, Mark 

Twain, an avid unbeliever, said, “It is not those passages of Scripture I do not understand that 

bother me, but those that I do understand.” 

Still, the man without God’s Spirit cannot understand God’s Word in the fullest sense, for he 

does not and cannot have a real appreciation of the spiritual implications of biblical truth, 

especially in relation to himself. He may grasp the thoughts, but he misses the spirit, the life-

changing purpose behind the thoughts. In that sense he comprehends the raw concepts, but he 

does not truly “see.” Hence, the man without the Spirit of God cannot truly understand (fully 

grasp or appreciate) the things of God. 

B. While the Holy Spirit’s presence in the life of the reader is necessary for total biblical 

understanding, it is not sufficient for it. The Holy Spirit is not a “cure all” for poor 

interpretation. He does not automatically reverse the consequences of violating hermeneutical 

principles.  

This means that a person’s spirituality has no necessary bearing on the validity of his 

interpretation. This is why godly people sometimes differ widely in their interpretations. “If the 

Holy Spirit is our teacher (1 John 2:27), why don’t we all have the same interpretation?” 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=1co+2:6-16
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=1jo+2:27


 

ALL NATIONS BIBLE INSTITUTION & PROJECTS LACK OF KNOWLEDGE & UNDERSTANDING – DANNYBOY  

 

ALL NATIONS BIBLE INSTITUTION & PROJECTS 

Apparently, because his illuminating ministry is not normally independent of interpretive 

principles. He works through the proper treatment of communication, not independently of it. 

Suppose two men have different interpretations. One may be considerably more spiritual than the 

other (in fact, the other may be an unbeliever), but the godly man’s interpretation may be 

incorrect. He is walking with God, but he fails to obey the basic laws of interpretation; so he is 

wrong, and the Holy Spirit does not automatically correct him. 

If a physicist walks off a building, he will fall to the ground as quickly as an uneducated man. 

Likewise, if a godly man and biblical scholar violates interpretive principles, he will draw 

erroneous conclusions, as certainly as the ungodly or untrained. Neither the law of gravity nor 

the laws of hermeneutics play favorites. And, apparently, the Holy Spirit chooses to suspend the 

latter laws as infrequently as the former ones. 

The bottom line is that the validity of an interpretation should not be judged by the interpreter’s 

spirituality (or eloquence), but by the interpreter’s fidelity to sound interpretive principles. 

2. The Holy Spirit desires to transform and use the mind of the believer in Bible study. He 

does not desire to discard or bypass it. 

As John Stott put it, “Your mind matters.” As explained under the previous principle, God 

expects a thoughtful, careful human mind to discern and apply the principles of interpretation to 

Scripture. The concept of responding to biblical truth “with your spirit, not your mind” (e.g., 

Watchman Nee, Witness Lee, and “The Church”), reflects an unbiblical and dangerous 

dichotomy. The objectivity of biblical interpretation is easily lost in the experiences and 

emotions of the interpreter. My mind is not perfect, but it is useable; and as I use it in biblical 

study, it should be increasingly renewed and sharpened. 

3. The Holy Spirit’s ministry is to shed light on “old truth” (already-revealed Scripture), 

not to reveal “new truth.” 

It may be “new truth” to me, and in that sense a “revelation,” but look out! If it is different than 

what the author intended, if it’s some new message God is bringing to me, then it isn’t biblical 

study. “The way of the Spirit is the way of the Word.” The Spirit speaks through and in 

conjunction with the Word. He opens my mind to certain principles, implications, and unique 

applications of His truth. But the raw material the Holy Spirit uses is the revealed truth itself. 

Many people have adopted a view where they are waiting for the Holy Spirit to speak, either 

verbally, in a vision, or through an “inner light.” They read books by people who confidently say 

they are speaking on God’s behalf. Emboldened, the reader may eagerly await, create, or 

fabricate a revelation from God. The desire to hear the Spirit speak is admirable. But the ironic 

truth is that the Spirit has already spoken. He has spoken in His Word. 

If I expect direct revelation to me, who needs a Bible? I can simply ask God to speak, while I fail 

to study and absorb the vehicle through which He already has spoken. This shortcut or 

circumvention of direct revelation might be exciting, but it is a lazy man’s approach, and a 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/
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dangerous one (I have many impulses and thoughts—how can I tell which are from God and 

which aren’t?). 

If I would listen to the voice of the Spirit, I should “put my ear” to the Word of God. Why wait 

for the Spirit to speak when I have in my hands what He has already spoken? 

The distance between me and God’s revelation is the distance between me and my Bible. I 

should prayerfully ask for the Holy Spirit’s guidance in my biblical study, but not ask Him for 

new revelation independent of it. 

Don’t misunderstand. I believe that the Holy Spirit leads me and illuminates me every day. All I 

am saying is that I must weigh my subjective sense of what the Spirit is saying against the 

teachings of the Book which He inspired. 

THE WAY TO UNDERSTAND GOD’S WORD 

Paying Attention to the Context in Reading the Bible 

Now we will continue what we talked about in the previous message concerning the matter of 

taking care of the context in our reading of the Bible. It is very dangerous to neglect the context. 

For example, Psalm 14:1 says, “The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God. They are 

corrupt….” If we omit the first and the last parts of this verse, all that is left is, “There is no 

God.” Many people expound and understand the Bible in such a way. Those friends who accuse 

me of preaching heresy usually slander me by this method. They take sentences out of context in 

order to misinterpret my writings. 

Paying attention to the context requires much consideration, because there are no specific limits 

as to the boundary of a passage. A prominent Bible scholar has said that in order to expound a 

single sentence of the Bible, one needs to use the entire Bible. This means that we need all sixty-

six books of the Bible to explain a verse. For example, in Matthew 18:20 the Lord said, “For 

where two or three are gathered together into My name, there I am in their midst.” I would say 

that this verse concerns the building up of the local church. How can I be so bold to say this? 

Because the entire context of Matthew 18 reveals this. Not only so, if we read the entire context 

of this chapter, we must admit that the Lord’s word “gathered together into My name” is related 

to recovering the brothers who have committed wrongdoings, and this is surely for building up. 

In chapter sixteen, the Lord said, “On this rock I will build My church” (v. 18), but He did not 

mention there how to build the church. Chapter eighteen, however, reveals to us that the way to 

build the church is to gather together into the name of the Lord. Not a great number of saints, but 

a small number, even two or three, may meet together to recover some brothers. To recover the 

brothers is to build up the brothers. To make peace, to forgive, and to be understanding of the 

brothers is the building up. If three thousand or even five hundred people meet together with one 

person preaching and others listening, after the dismissal of the meeting no one knows whether 

there are any complaints, discontent, or other problems. There is no building. However, when 

three or five saints are gathered together, everything is out in the open, and nothing can be 

hidden; therefore, there is a need for fellowship, restoration, peacemaking, and understanding. 
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This is the true building up. We can have such a definitive interpretation of these verses in 

Matthew 18 because of their context. Therefore, I would say that studying the Bible is not a 

simple matter, and comprehending the Bible is even more difficult. In order to comprehend one 

verse, you may have to research the entire Bible. It is just like a lawyer who cannot make a 

decision on a legal case according to only a single code of the law. In fact, all the codes are 

related to each other. A good lawyer is one who not only knows the law in depth but also can 

assimilate and use it in a comprehensive manner. 

Using God’s Word to Expound God’s Word 

In general, Bible scholars use the Word of God to explain God’s Word; this is to use the Bible to 

interpret the Bible. For example, some may interpret the word “water” in John 3:5 in a spiritual 

way, considering the water as God’s word, because according to James 1:18, God “brought us 

forth by the word of truth.” First Peter 1:23 says, “Having been regenerated, not of corruptible 

seed, but of incorruptible, through the living and abiding word of God.” Ephesians also mentions 

“the water in the word” (5:26). We have already pointed out that this exposition of the word 

“water” in John 3:5 is not right; it is not according to the literal meaning of the word but is 

interpreted in a spiritual way. Others even say that this “water” is the water in a mother’s womb. 

This interpretation is too literal. It is not wrong to expound the Word literally, but it must be 

done not in a natural way or according to human concepts. From the context of this verse, we can 

see that the Lord Jesus was speaking to Nicodemus, a Pharisee, who must have heard what John 

the Baptist had said to the Pharisees: “I indeed baptize you with water, but He who is stronger 

than I is coming….He will baptize you in the Holy Spirit” (Luke 3:16). Thus, we must have a 

way to determine the appropriate context of a verse. When the Lord Jesus said to Nicodemus that 

he must be “born of water and the Spirit,” He meant, “You must accept the baptism of 

repentance preached by John the Baptist. First you must repent; then he will put you fully into 

the water to bury you, and I will come after him to baptize you with the Spirit to enliven you.” 

This is death and resurrection. The old man dies and is buried, and the new man is resurrected. Is 

this not the real significance of being born anew? So you see, this interpretation is according to 

the literal understanding, yet not in the natural way. Therefore, whenever you encounter a 

sentence in the Bible and you do not understand its meaning, do not try to figure it out by 

thinking this way or that way. You should go to the entire Bible to see what is said concerning 

this sentence; that is to use the words of the Bible to expound the Word.  
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GAINING LIFE THROUGH PRAY-READING 

Concerning the matter of understanding God’s Word, I have mentioned four points. First, we 

must understand God’s Word literally. Second, whereas literal comprehension requires that we 

use our eyes and our mind, we also need to use our spirit to pray-read God’s Word. The Word of 

God is the bread of life and the spiritual milk; it is also God’s breathing out. Since it is food, we 

need to eat it; since it is milk, we need to drink it; and since it is breath, we need to breathe it in. 

By pray-reading we are able to eat, drink, and breathe. This is what is lacking among many 

Christians today. They exhaust their minds to study the letter of the Bible, but they do not use 

their spirit to pray-read the Word of God. Therefore, Jesus said to the Pharisees, “You search the 

Scriptures…and you are not willing to come to Me that you may have life” (John 5:39-40). To 

study the Scriptures is one thing, but to come to the Lord by prayer to touch Him and gain His 

life is totally another matter. The common problem of today’s theological seminaries is that they 

place too much emphasis on mental exercise to study the letter of the Bible in a doctrinal way, 

thus neglecting the use of their spirit to pray-read the Word. 

I read a book about a contemporary of John Wesley named George Whitefield. His preaching 

was even more powerful than that of Wesley. He prayed on his knees over the Greek New 

Testament from beginning to end. His biography mentions that whenever he preached the gospel 

or ministered God’s Word, he prayed for a long time beforehand over what he would say. No 

wonder his preaching was so full of authority and power! One day he was speaking about hell. 

He described it so vividly that one person from the congregation stood up quickly and ran to a 

huge column in the assembly hall. He held onto the column and cried, “Oh! Be careful, or else 

we will all fall into the lake of fire!” Whitefield’s preaching was so powerful that it seemed that 

he was presenting the lake of fire before the eyes of the congregation. 

BEING CLEANSED BY PRAY-READING 

The matter of pray-reading the Lord’s Word is not a theory. We read the Word with our eyes and 

comprehend the letters with our mind; then we need to use our spirit to pray-read the Word. You 

may try this not only with Bible passages of comforting and enlightening words; even pray-

reading the genealogy in the first chapter of Matthew a few times will cause you to sense the 

painting of the inner anointing, just as drinking a good beverage will make you feel fresh and 

living. On one occasion, someone said to Brother Nee, “I do not have a good memory, and I 

often forget the verses which I just read. It seems that I am wasting my time. What I read in the 

morning I will forget by the evening; I might just as well not read the Bible at all.” Brother Nee 

answered, “No, it makes a great difference whether or not you read. You see, it is just as one 

cleans rice in a bamboo basket in a pond. When the basket is immersed, it is full of water. But 

when it is taken out of the pond, the water is gone. By repeating the process of immersing the 

basket and taking it out of the water eight or ten times, the rice is washed. When you get up in 

the morning, you read the Bible and pray a little; but later, after working for two hours, you have 

forgotten all the verses which you have read. Yes, the words are gone, but the effectiveness of 

the washing still remains.” 
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Therefore, in reading the Bible we do not need to understand it too clearly in our mind. 

Exercising our mind too much might distort the meaning of the Bible. The most important thing 

is to let our spirit be fed. Every morning we should immerse ourselves in the water of the Lord’s 

Word eight or ten times. Two hours later we may become dry again. But even though there is no 

more water, neither is there any more dirt; we have been cleansed. Therefore, when we read the 

Lord’s Word, having used our mind to understand it, immediately we should turn to prayer. Do 

not think that you are smart and can compose a prayer by yourself. Let me tell you, young 

people, the best way to pray is to use the words of the Bible. For example, we can convert 

Matthew 1:1 into a prayer: “O Lord Jesus! I worship You. I love You, Son of Abraham. O Lord 

Jesus, You are the Son of Abraham. How precious! You are also the Son of David. Oh, the Son 

of David! Lord Jesus, Son of David! The generation of Jesus Christ. Jesus—the name is so 

sweet! Oh, Christ—the name is so high! Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ, amen. Jesus, amen. Christ, 

amen. Jesus Christ, amen!” 

Brothers and sisters, the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life. We have to read the letter, because 

this is how the Bible is written, and we have to use our mind to comprehend. However, we must 

convert the letter of the Bible into prayer. Once they have been converted into prayer, God’s 

words become spirit and life. Not only so, we also need to take a further step: having understood 

and prayed over the words, we need to seek the revelation of life by going beyond the letters.  

GOD DESIRING ALL MEN TO COME TO THE FULL 

KNOWLEDGE OF THE TRUTH 

I was raised in Christianity and participated in three denominations. I studied in a Baptist 

elementary school and also went to a Baptist Sunday School. Then I gained some further 

learning in the Chinese Christian Presbyterian Church. Later, I went to the Brethren Assembly to 

learn the truth in the Bible. At that time the Brethren Assembly was very famous in northern 

China. I attended their meetings five times a week, rain or shine, for seven and a half years. I 

heard many sermons, and in these sermons the phrase “God desires all men to be saved” was 

often repeated. However, I never heard anyone tell me that God not only desires all men to be 

saved, but He also desires all men to come to the full knowledge of the truth. In the Chinese 

Union Version, the translation of 1 Timothy 2:4 is, “Who will have all men to be saved and 

know the true principle.” The “true principle” here is the truth. We cannot say that “know” is a 

wrong translation, but it does not bring out the full meaning. In the original text this word, 

epignosis, is derived from a verb, epiginosko. The prefix of this word, epi, means “exactly, 

completely, through and through.” This word indicates not merely a little knowledge but a 

thorough and complete knowledge. 

Many Christians pay attention only to “God desires all men to be saved” and neglect the other 

part of God’s desire. After we are saved, whether or not we will be useful vessels in God’s hand 

depends on our attitude toward the truth. If we know only a little of the truth, there will be a great 

lack. God surely desires all men to be saved, but He does not stop there. He also desires that all 

men come to the full knowledge of the truth. Not only in Christianity, but even among us, there 

are some who have been attending meetings for many years but who cannot give a complete 

message on any point of the truth. What a pity! 
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BEING ABLE TO APPREHEND THE TRUTH AND ALSO 

TO PUT IT INTO WORDS 

When brothers and sisters stand up to speak in the meetings, we can discern from their speaking 

the measure of the truth that is in them. It is often possible to determine a person’s educational 

level from his speaking. For example, even now I still recognize a few brothers and sisters who 

met with us in 1949. I am afraid that if you were to ask them to give a ten minute message on 

God’s justification, they would not be able to do it. Everyone is able to stand up and give a 

testimony, but when we ask many of the saints to speak the truth, they are not able to do it. It is 

for this reason that we must change the system. 

In the United States I told some people that, during the time from 1962 until today, a period of 

almost twenty-three years, their sons had graduated from college, but they, the parents, could not 

even give a message. In the spiritual sense, they had not even graduated from elementary school. 

This is where we have failed. Brothers and sisters, here in Taiwan we also have been meeting 

together for more than thirty years. How many of you can stand up and speak concisely, clearly, 

simply, understandably, and thoroughly for five to ten minutes? I doubt very much that I can find 

even one. 

If we cannot speak spiritual words, how can we go out to supply life, release the truth, and 

preach the gospel? We will only be able to tell people, “It is very good to believe in Jesus. If you 

believe, you will have joy and peace; therefore, you must believe.” If we need to speak further 

concerning the benefits of believing, we can only say, “Come and see. Come and listen, and you 

will know. You can only know these things by experience; I cannot tell you in words how good 

it is.” If it cannot be put into words, how can I tell you about it, and how did you hear about it? 

The reason that you cannot put it into words is that you did not learn how to do it. 

Many brothers and sisters in the United States were moved by the Lord and began to form gospel 

teams. Two or three teams began to go out to preach the gospel on many university campuses in 

many states. I had told them before that, even though the United States is a country of high 

education, the gospel that has been preached there is still elementary. It speaks either about going 

up to heaven, about going down to hell, or about peace and joy. But the truth in the Bible is high. 

Because of this, I told them that they should go out to preach the high gospel, the gospel that 

people cannot help but receive. However, they always had a question: “Do you think that people 

will understand these things that we speak?” In answer to this I said, “Do not say that people 

cannot understand. It is not that they cannot understand but that you do not know how to speak. 

If you can speak, they will understand.” These words encouraged them. They formed gospel 

teams and preached the Triune God—the Father, the Son, and the Spirit—as the gospel. The 

result was wonderful. When they came back to give a report, they all were excited and said, “It is 

wonderful! The students on the university campuses welcomed this subject the most. One by one 

they were saved because of this subject.” How do you explain this? Therefore, we must change 

our concept.  
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KNOWING THE ESSENCE OF GOD’S WORD 

Now let us see the essence of God’s Word in a simple way. If we want to know God’s Word, we 

must know the essence of God’s Word. The Word of God is the Bible. Its essence is: 

The Divine Breath 

God’s Word is God’s breathing out (2 Tim. 3:16). The Bible is God’s breathing out; that is, it is 

the breath breathed out by God. The Bible is God’s breathing. To God it is a matter of breathing 

out; to us it is a matter of breathing in. Through God’s breathing out and our breathing in, God’s 

word enters into us and becomes our life and life supply. Therefore, when we read the Bible, we 

must understand that the Bible is not merely black words on white paper, but it is the breathing 

out of God. It is full of spiritual breath. Therefore, we must not only understand the Bible with 

our mind, but we also must contact the word of the Bible with our spirit. Whenever we read the 

Bible we come to contact God. 

The Spiritual Milk 

The Bible is the spiritual milk. In 1 Peter 2:2 Peter said that we need to be like newborn babes 

desiring the guileless milk of the Word. In the Word of God there is the element of milk. This is 

also implied in Hebrews 5:12, which says, “You…have become those who have need of milk 

and not of solid food.” God’s Word is our spiritual breath; therefore, we must breathe it in. God’s 

Word is also our milk; hence, we must drink it. We must desire the guileless milk of the Word. 

The Bread of Life 

God’s Word is our bread of life, our food of life. This is indicated in Matthew 4:4, a word out of 

the Lord’s mouth and a quote of Deuteronomy 8:3: “Man shall not live on bread alone, but on 

every word that proceeds out through the mouth of God.” Therefore, whenever we read the 

Bible, we must breathe in the spiritual air, that is, the Spirit of God. We also must drink the 

spiritual milk and eat the bread of life, which is the Lord Himself. 

Spirit and Life 

The Word of the Lord is spirit and life. In John 6:63 the Lord Jesus said, “The words which I 

have spoken unto you are spirit and are life.” 
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Christ—God Himself 

The Word is God. The consummation of the Word is Christ Himself, because Christ is the Word 

of God. John 1:1 says, “In the beginning was the Word…and the Word was God.” This Word 

became flesh, and His name is Jesus Christ. Ultimately, the word in the Bible is God Himself. It 

is the embodiment of God Himself. This does not mean that we consider the words in black and 

white as the living God. What we mean is that the words in black and white contain God 

Himself. This God is Christ; He is our bread of life. This Christ is also the Spirit, who becomes 

our spiritual milk and our spiritual breath. 

Therefore, when we come to read the Bible and learn to understand the Bible, we must have the 

attitude that the Bible is different from the textbooks in the schools. They are merely black words 

on white paper, simply a matter of knowledge. The essence of God’s Word, however, is the 

breathing out of God, God’s spiritual breath. God’s Word is also the spiritual milk and the bread 

of life. It is spirit and life, and it is even God Himself. Therefore, we need to understand God’s 

Word and also enter into the essence of God’s Word. 

We human beings are created; we have a body, a soul with thoughts, emotions, desires, and 

intentions, and a spirit. God cannot simply be the Spirit and enter into our spirit; this is too 

intangible and impossible for us to understand. Therefore, God has worked in a wonderful way. 

He has given us both the Bible and the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is contained within the Bible, 

and the Bible is carried within the Holy Spirit. They are mutually in one another; hence, the two 

are inseparable. 

When we read the Bible, we touch the Spirit. When we touch the Spirit, the Bible is there as our 

practical support. We not only breathe in the spiritual breath, drink the spiritual drink, eat the 

spiritual food, and receive the Spirit and life, but we also have the clear Word to be our support, 

to satisfy our thinking and our thoughts. Here we can see the wonderful work of God. Not only 

do we have the Holy Spirit, but we also have the Bible. We cannot separate the two. If we read 

the Lord’s Word daily, the Lord’s Word will enter into us. Then we will know it and understand 

it.  

THE LORD’S RECOVERY AMONG US 

We can see that from the time of the Apostles, through the time of the Council of Nicaea, and 

continuing until the twentieth century, there have been Bible scholars in every generation. We 

thank the Lord that most of the light that they saw has been put into writing. Sixty or more years 

ago we were raised up by the Lord. The first leading one among us was Brother Watchman Nee. 

He set a very good pattern by having no bias. He knew the proper way to read, and even the 

more he knew how to select books. From 1923 to 1925, when he was just over twenty years old, 

he collected many prominent Christian writings and Christian masterpieces, about three thousand 

books. This collection included books of the church fathers, books about church history, books 

of Bible scholars, and biographies of famous Christians with many of their good messages. He 

read nearly all of them. Later, I came into the Lord’s recovery and became his co-worker. I thank 

the Lord that from the beginning Brother Nee had a high regard for me. He often sat down and 
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discussed with me the books he had read. My memory was able to retain all that he spoke to me. 

He brought out many good points from the Catholic church, from the Greek Orthodox church, 

and from many of the Protestant denominations. He even brought out the good points from the 

Pentecostal movement. Some of our hymns are from the Pentecostal movement. Hymn #551, 

“Hallelujah! Hallelujah! I have passed the riven veil,” is one of them. Hymn #310, “Glorious 

Freedom! Wonderful Freedom!” is another. These are masterpieces of the Pentecostal 

movement. 

When we were raised up by the Lord, we were all modern young men. Our thoughts were quite 

advanced, and we did not follow anything blindly. One day while we were studying in college 

the Lord gained us. We began to read the Bible diligently and to study Christianity. We laid 

everything down to serve the Lord. We realized that we could not develop our practice in 

isolation, and that we needed to broaden our view by reading others’ writings. Therefore, we 

labored to collect and to study all of the prominent writings from the two thousand year history 

of Christianity. We were not biased. Using the Bible as our standard, we accepted whatever was 

according to the Bible and rejected whatever was not according to the Bible. 

Today, our writings in the Life-study of the Bible are the fruit of this diligent study. All these 

Life-studies are Bible expositions which include the twenty-seven books of the New Testament 

and two books of the Old Testament, Genesis and Exodus. These have been written according to 

what we have inherited in the past sixty years, according to all the revelations seen by the saints 

in the past, the aggregate of their visions, and are presented before you. 

THE TEACHING OF THE BRETHREN 

I want to point out that in understanding the Word of God, the most difficult thing is to depend 

on the teaching received by the saints in the past. In the previous message I pointed out our need 

to learn from the early saints. First, we need to depend much on the teaching of the Brethren. 

Their teaching is the higher theology. Today, the United States has the best theology, and the two 

most orthodox seminaries are Dallas Theological Seminary in Texas and Moody Bible Institute. 

Their theology is mainly from the Brethren. Moody Bible Institute was founded by D. L. Moody. 

His gospel truth all originated with the Brethren. Dallas Theological Seminary mainly uses 

Scofield’s Reference Bible, and ninety percent of Scofield’s teaching came from the Brethren. 

Therefore, if you want to study theology, you must use the Brethren theology. In addition, you 

need to be familiar with and have a deep knowledge of the teachings of the inner life group. The 

Brethren theology is too literal and too objective; it needs to be balanced by the life line of the 

inner life people. The inner life group emphasizes the inner life, the reality, rather than the 

explanation of the letter of the Word. 

You must also be familiar with what Calvin saw concerning the revelation of predestination. He 

asserted that God chose and predestinated us in eternity past to be saved once for all (Eph. 1:4-

5). Although this revelation is correct, the Arminians oppose this view. They believe that even 

though our salvation is by God’s grace, if we do not fulfill our responsibility after being saved, 

we will lose our salvation. Therefore, in their view salvation is not once for all; after being saved 

we still may perish. But if we repent, we can be saved again. This concept totally emphasizes 
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man’s responsibility, and it is therefore called the doctrine of human responsibility. Of these two 

schools, we accept the former totally, and reject the latter entirely. Then how can we resolve the 

dispute between these two schools? How can they be balanced? According to the history of 

theology, after Calvin and Arminius, another group of theologians emerged, beginning from 

Govett, then Panton, and then Pember. Their school has formed a line concerning the truth of the 

kingdom in the New Testament. They saw that once a person is saved he will not perish forever 

(John 10:28). However, in order to encourage those who follow Him faithfully after salvation, 

God has set up a kingdom full of requirements to be their reward. If one is faithful, he will be 

rewarded (Matt. 24:45-47; 25:19-23). If one is not faithful, he will be punished and will lose the 

kingdom, but he himself will still be saved (Matt. 24:48-51; 25:24-30; 1 Cor. 3:10, 12-15). This 

is called the truth of the kingdom reward and punishment. 

Now we must lay hold of these five points: depending much on the theology of the Brethren, 

knowing and becoming familiar with the school of the inner life people, receiving Calvin’s 

revelation of God’s predestination, rejecting the Arminian doctrine of human responsibility, and 

practicing the truth of the kingdom reward and punishment. I have told you all this even though 

you may not understand immediately. Later, when you—especially the young people—read the 

books among us, you will discover that what we say is similar to the Brethren theology and 

similar to the life line of the mystics, and that we also acknowledge absolutely Calvin’s view of 

God’s predestination. The problem pointed out by the Arminians is not concerning perdition but 

concerning being unable to receive the kingdom. Although the Bible does say that a saved person 

may still have problems, this refers to the punishment and loss during the kingdom age. All the 

verses in the Bible fall into place with these five points.  

SOME IMPORTANT TRUTHS THAT HAVE BEEN 

MISUNDERSTOOD 

In this message we come to a very important subject, that is, some important truths that have 

been misunderstood. There are many Bible truths which have been misunderstood. In fact, not 

many today have learned the Bible in an orderly, orthodox, and step-by-step way. This was why 

in a previous message I showed you the way to understand the truth. We must understand it 

literally, and we also need to take care of the context, using the entire Bible to explain any one 

verse. Furthermore, we need to go beyond the letter to search for the revelation of life. Then we 

need to remember that the Brethren theology is the best and should be accepted. The things of 

the inner life school and Calvin’s vision of God’s predestination should also be accepted. But the 

Arminian doctrine of human responsibility should not be accepted. Furthermore, the truth of the 

kingdom reward and punishment also should be accepted. If these are kept in mind, our Bible 

exposition will be more or less up to the standard. After these messages are printed, I hope that 

everyone will have a copy. These messages should serve as an eternal reminder that the Bible 

should not be expounded loosely. By following these principles, our expounding of the Bible 

will not get off the track. 

Today, five of the greatest Bible truths are being ignored and misunderstood by people: God’s 

economy, God’s dispensing, the divine Trinity, the God-Man Jesus, and the mingling of God and 
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man. In this message we will consider the first two truths, and in the next message, the remaining 

three. 

GOD’S ECONOMY 

First, God’s economy is God’s household administration, arrangement, and plan. Even though 

the Chinese word for “economy” is old and perhaps not often used, it is nevertheless a good 

word. More than sixty years ago I heard people use the Chinese expression “to be full of 

economy.” The meaning of this phrase is to be full of rules, plans, ideas, and arrangements. 

When we see the heavens and the earth created by God, we know that He is full of ability and 

accomplishments. 

God has a big family; therefore, He has His household administration, which is His arrangement, 

or plan. According to the Bible, this is His economy. Ephesians 3:9-11 says, “And to bring to 

light what is the dispensation [economy] of the mystery, which from the ages has been hidden in 

God, who created all things; in order that now to the rulers and the authorities in the heavenlies 

might be made known through the church the multifarious wisdom of God, according to the 

purpose of the ages which He made in Christ Jesus our Lord.” The purpose of the ages means the 

eternal purpose. Here we see that there is a mystery hidden in God. His mystery is to gain a 

church to express His wisdom. Therefore, this mystery of His became His arrangement, and His 

arrangement is both His economy and His plan. I can only say this much. Please go back and 

read carefully this portion of the Bible, which is very deep. 

Ephesians 1:9-10 says, “Having made known to us the mystery of His will, according to His 

good pleasure which He purposed in Himself unto a dispensation [economy] of the fullness of 

the times, to head up all things in Christ, the things in the heavens and the things on the earth, in 

Him.” Ephesians 3:9-11 says that God’s economy is His mystery with the purpose of gaining a 

church. Ephesians 1:9-10 says, “Unto a dispensation [economy] of the fullness of the times, to 

head up all things in Christ.” This heading up is through the church. We will see this condition 

when the New Jerusalem is manifested. The New Jerusalem is the church. Its center is Christ. 

Through the New Jerusalem God will head up all things in Christ that the glory of God may be 

expressed eternally. This is God’s economy. 

When young brothers and sisters are just beginning to read the Bible, they may feel that this 

point does not mean much. They should not say this, because this point will be a great help to 

them. Because many people do not know this point, their understanding of the Bible is not only 

superficial but also near-sighted. They do not have a broad or long-range view. Today many 

Christians only observe the doctrines found in the four Gospels and in part of the Acts. They do 

not go further. Therefore in their reading they do not see the church or the New Jerusalem, which 

comes after the church. 

First, God’s household administration is His household management. With the household 

management there is the administration. Paul was one who received the ministry from this 

household management; he even received the greatest ministry. He was a great steward in God’s 

household management. He knew that the mystery of Christ is the church (Eph. 3:2-4), and as a 
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steward he completed the Word of God, that is, the mystery which was hidden from the ages and 

from the generations. If Paul did not write his fourteen Epistles, the Word of God would not have 

been completed. The completed Word is a mystery, and this mystery is Christ as the hope of 

glory in the believers (Col. 1:25-27). Paul first understood that the mystery of Christ is the 

church; then he wrote down all that he had seen. Thus the divine revelation and the Word of God 

were completed. Finally, he preached the unsearchable riches of Christ to God’s chosen people 

(Eph. 3:8). Thus, God’s dispensing was produced. 

GOD’S DISPENSING 

Now we come to the second point—God’s dispensing. Even though we cannot find the term 

dispensing in the New Testament, the fact is there. First, God’s dispensing is the goal of God’s 

economy, and, second, it is to dispense the unsearchable riches of Christ in the rich operation of 

the Triune God to us, the believers in Christ (Eph. 3:8). Today the riches of the Triune God are 

always moving and operating in order to dispense the unsearchable riches which have been 

stored up by Christ, little by little, to His believers. This is God’s dispensing. Second Corinthians 

13:14 says, “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.” Grace is of Christ, love is of the Father, and fellowship is of the 

Spirit. Love is the source, grace is the manifestation and the flowing out, and fellowship is the 

transmission, the delivering. The flowing out of love is grace, the moving of grace is fellowship, 

and by the coming of the fellowship these things reach us. Hence, we receive love, we receive 

grace, and we also receive fellowship. This is the operation of the riches of the Triune God to 

infuse the unsearchable riches that have been stored in Christ into us. This dispensing is for the 

producing of the church (Eph. 3:10). 

I want to say a word of warning here. Paul said in 1 Corinthians 3:17, “If anyone destroys the 

temple of God, God shall destroy him.” Today we must be careful concerning our attitude 

towards the church. Whoever destroys the church of God will suffer loss. This is a serious 

matter, because God in His mystery has an economy, a plan to obtain a church. For this cause He 

even dispenses His riches in Christ to His chosen people, the believers in Christ, in order to 

produce a corporate expression. Therefore, the church is a pearl in the eyes of God. No one can 

hurt or damage her without suffering loss and even being destroyed by God. 

THE RESULT OF GOD’S DISPENSING 

Finally, the result of God’s dispensing is the church becoming the fullness of Christ (Eph. 1:23). 

Remember, the fullness is the expression. This may be illustrated by the water in a cup. If the 

cup is not full, the water cannot be manifested. But once the water overflows, it is manifested. 

The church being the fullness of Christ means that the church is the overflowing of Christ, that 

is, the expression of Christ. The result of being the expression of Christ is to be the fullness of 

God, that is, the expression of God. Praise the Lord! This is God’s dispensing, which is produced 

out of the economy of God. These are two of the greatest truths in the Bible.  
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THE DIVINE TRINITY 

First let us consider the divine Trinity. The first time the Bible clearly speaks of the divine 

Trinity is in Matthew 28:19. In that verse the Lord commanded the disciples, saying, “Go 

therefore and disciple all the nations, baptizing them into the name of the Father and of the Son 

and of the Holy Spirit.” This verse clearly mentions the Father, the Son, and the Spirit. Although 

the Triune God was revealed in the Old Testament, it was not until the Lord Jesus, who is God, 

passed through four crucial steps—incarnation, human living, crucifixion, and resurrection—that 

He spoke to His disciples before ascending to heaven, saying, “All authority has been given to 

Me in heaven and on earth. Go therefore and disciple all the nations, baptizing them into the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit” (Matt. 28:18-19). The name signifies 

the person. Hence, to baptize people into the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit is to baptize people into the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Thus, it was after His 

resurrection that the Lord Jesus clearly spoke of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, because 

before His resurrection, the Spirit of the Triune God—the Father, the Son, and the Spirit—was 

not yet completed. This is the reason John 7:39 says, “For the Spirit was not yet, because Jesus 

was not yet glorified.” When was Jesus glorified? He was glorified in resurrection (Luke 24:26). 

Therefore, after His resurrection, the Spirit was completed. 

THE HEAVENS, THE EARTH, AND ALL THINGS 

BEING FOR MAN 

We must realize that God was our God in eternity past, before the existence of the heavens and 

the earth. He is God who is triune—the Father, the Son, and the Spirit. However, before the 

creation, this Triune God had not passed through any process; He was simply the eternal God. 

There was no human element in Him because man was not yet created. There was no human 

essence, and at that time there were no human beings living in the universe. He had not passed 

through the all-inclusive death and had not entered into resurrection. In eternity past, this Triune 

God was simply triune—the Father, the Son, and the Spirit. However, He had a plan; He wanted 

to dispense Himself into the men whom He had chosen. This is the focus, and this is His goal. 

However, where were the men whom He had chosen? 

In order to have the men whom He had chosen as the object of His glorious work, He created the 

heavens and the earth and all things in the universe. Speaking from the view of the existence of 

mankind, the heavens are for the earth. If there is sunshine, rain, and air, the creatures on earth 

can exist. The earth is mainly for the creatures—the plants and animals. Then for whom are the 

plants and animals? They are for us. Medical doctors have told us that for our existence, we need 

plants, animals, and minerals. With the support of these three we can live. Through the working 

together of the sunshine, water, and air from the heavens and the plants, animals, and minerals 

from the earth, we can live. 
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THE TRIUNE GOD HAVING PASSED THROUGH A 

PROCESS 

After the creation of the heavens and the earth and all things in them, God created man. After the 

creation of man, God could come to dispense Himself into man. When God came, He came not 

in the person of the Father but in the person of the Son. Although He came in the person of the 

Son, it does not mean that the Father was left behind, but it means that the Father came in the 

Son. Furthermore, when the Son came, He came mingled with the Spirit. The Son became flesh 

with the Father in Him and also with the Spirit. Therefore, the Bible does not say that the Son 

became flesh, but it says that God became flesh (John 1:1, 14). The One who became flesh is the 

very Triune God, the complete God. In this way the process proceeded step by step. 

The first step was that this eternal God completed the work of creation, and He Himself came 

into the man whom He had chosen. The second step was His living on the earth for thirty-three 

and a half years. In those thirty-three and a half years He simply lived a human life. He 

experienced all the human hardships, sufferings, temptations, trials, and persecutions. In this 

process He manifested that He was the complete God and the perfect man. As God, He had no 

lack—the Father, the Son, and the Spirit were all included in Him. As man, He had no 

shortage—He was absolutely perfect. He was such a One, both God and man, the mysterious 

God-man. Therefore, He was qualified to accomplish the third step, that is, to die on the cross. 

Furthermore, He died with seven statuses: first, the Lamb of God (John 1:29); second, a man in 

the flesh (John 1:14; Rom. 8:3); third, the brass serpent (John 3:14); fourth, the last Adam (1 

Cor. 15:45; Rom. 6:6); fifth, the Firstborn of all creation (Col. 1:15); sixth, the Peacemaker (Eph. 

2:14-16); and seventh, the grain of wheat (John 12:24). The first six items dealt with the negative 

things to eliminate the things that should not have been there. The last item, on the positive side, 

released the divine life that we may receive life. Now He has passed through the all-inclusive 

death to clear away all the negative things, including sin—our sinful nature—the sins which we 

committed, Satan, the satanic world, the flesh, the old man, the old creation, and the divisions, 

the ordinances, and the habits among human beings. Like a great broom, His death swept away 

all the negative things in the universe. He was also the divine grain of wheat who through death 

released the divine life within Him. 

The fourth step was that He resurrected. Through resurrection His body entered into glory and 

He became the life-giving Spirit. In this we can see that this life-giving Spirit is the ultimate 

consummation of the processed Triune God, who passed through incarnation, human living, 

death, and resurrection. At this point the Triune God is not merely God; in Him is the human 

nature, the human element, the human living, the effectiveness of His all-inclusive death, and the 

element of His resurrection. Now this rich Triune God is consummated as the life-giving Spirit. 

This life-giving Spirit is the Lord Jesus today. The Lord is the Spirit (2 Cor. 3:17). The Spirit 

was not yet before His resurrection (John 7:39), but the Spirit was there after His resurrection. 

What we mean by “was there” is that the Spirit is the ultimate consummation of the processed 

Triune God. Now, when we call upon the name of the Lord, the Spirit comes into us to be 

received by us. In speaking, this is very deep, but it is very simple in our experience. This is the 

way the Triune God is dispensed into us. We first need to grasp this point.  



 

ALL NATIONS BIBLE INSTITUTION & PROJECTS LACK OF KNOWLEDGE & UNDERSTANDING – DANNYBOY  

 

ALL NATIONS BIBLE INSTITUTION & PROJECTS 

THE TRUTH OF THE DIVINE TRINITY 

Now let us consider the first point on the outline—the divine Trinity. 

The Father, the Son, and the Spirit All Being God—the Only 

God 

Ephesians 4:6 says that the Father is God; Hebrews 1:8 says that the Son is God; and Acts 5:3-4 

says that the Spirit is God. 

The Father, the Son, and the Spirit Coexisting 

Simultaneously from Eternity to Eternity 

Isaiah 9:6 says that the Father is the everlasting Father. Hebrews 1:12 says that the Son is eternal, 

that His years shall not fail, and Hebrews 7:3 says that He has no beginning of days nor end of 

life. Hebrews 9:14 says that the Spirit is the eternal Spirit. We can see that all Three—the Father, 

the Son, and the Spirit—coexist simultaneously without succession from eternity to eternity. 

The Father, the Son, and the Spirit Coinhering and Being 

Inseparable 

John 14:10-11 says that the Son is in the Father and the Father is in the Son; They coinhere. Most 

Christians believe that when the Son, the Lord Jesus, came to the earth, He left the Father in 

heaven. This is a wrong concept. 

We need to realize that when the Lord Jesus was on earth, He was still in the Father and the 

Father was in Him. John 5:43 says that the Lord Jesus came in the name of the Father. This 

means that He was in the Father. When He came, the Father came, because He was in the Father 

and the Father was in Him. John 14:26 says, “But the Comforter, the Holy Spirit, whom the 

Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and remind you of all things which I 

said to you.” First, all Three of the Triune God—“the Comforter” (the Holy Spirit), “the Father,” 

and “I” (the Son)—are mentioned in this verse. The Lord said, “The Holy Spirit, whom the 

Father will send in My name.” This word means that the Father sends the Holy Spirit in the name 

of the Lord. That is to say, the Spirit, the sent One, is in the name of the Son. The result is that 

the Sender is in the Son and the sent One is also in the Son. 

Isaiah 9:6 says that the name of the Son given to us is the “everlasting Father.” Second 

Corinthians 3:17 also says, “And the Lord is the Spirit.” Hence, the Son is the Father, and the 

Son is also the Spirit. It is impossible to separate the mystery of the Trinity. Let us look again at 

John 15:26: “But when the Comforter comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit 

of reality who proceeds from the Father.” Here the meaning of the Greek word translated “from” 

is “from with.” The Son sends the Spirit and the Spirit comes “from” the Father and “with” the 
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Father. The result is that the Spirit comes with the Father. But John 6:46 says, “Not that anyone 

has seen the Father, except Him who is from God, He has seen the Father.” The word “from” 

here in Greek also has the sense of “from with.” Thus, when the Son came, He came also with 

the Father. 

The Father, the Son, and the Spirit All Coming Together 

When we look at John 6:46 and 15:26 together, we realize that the Father, the Son, and the Spirit 

all come together. John 6:46 says that the Son comes with the Father, and John 15:26 says that 

the Son sends the Spirit from the Father, and the Spirit comes with the Father. Apparently, when 

the Spirit came, the Son was left in heaven. But John 6:46 says that the Son comes from the 

Father and with the Father, and John 14:26 says that the Father sends the Spirit in the Son. 

Therefore, putting these three verses together, we see that the Father, the Son, and the Spirit all 

come. Apparently when the Lord Jesus came to the earth, He was only the Son of God who 

became flesh, but actually, the Father was in Him and the Spirit was also in Him. He came in the 

name of the Father, and the Spirit also came in His name. Simply speaking, when He came, all 

Three—the Father, the Son, and the Spirit—came. Because He is the Triune God, the Three are 

inseparable. 

For this reason, I feel that I must labor to show you such a simple outline together with the solid 

proof of the Scripture verses. We have studied the Bible for decades and have emphasized this 

point very much. This truth is very important. What Christianity preaches is too simplified, too 

traditional, and it is just hearsay. We have labored much to find out all the details. We discovered 

that the coming of the Lord Jesus is not so simple. It is not like the preaching of Christianity, 

which says that the Father and the Son are separate Persons, that the Son came and the Father 

remained in the heavens, and that the Son and the Spirit are also separate Persons. Now we 

realize that when the Son comes, He comes with the Father. The Father is in Him, and He is 

joined to the Spirit. Also, the Spirit comes with the Father and in the Son. Therefore, the Three 

are one. The Father, the Son, and the Spirit coinhere and are inseparable. 

We may briefly reiterate points 4 through 7 on the outline at the beginning of the message as 

follows: The Son comes with the Father, the Father is with the Son, and the Son and the Father 

are one (John 6:46; 8:29; 10:30). The Father has never left the Son; He is always with the Son. 

Furthermore, the Son became flesh through the conceiving of the Spirit, and the Son was filled 

with the Holy Spirit in His living and moving in the flesh (Luke 1:35; Matt. 1:18, 20). All that 

the Father has belongs to the Son and all that the Son possesses is received by the Spirit (John 

16:14-15). Finally, the Son is called the Father and also became the Spirit (Isa. 9:6; 1 Cor. 15:45; 

2 Cor. 3:17). Eventually, the Father, the Son, and the Spirit all consummate in the Spirit. The 

Spirit is the ultimate consummation of the Triune God.  

THE GOD-MAN JESUS 

Now we come to the fourth point—the God-man Jesus. As a God-man, the Lord Jesus was 

conceived of the Holy Spirit, thus having the divine element (Luke 1:35; Matt. 1:18, 20). He was 

also born of a virgin, thus having the human element (Matt. 1:21, 23). He was born as God and 
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man—a God-man. He is the complete God (Rom. 9:5; Col. 2:9) and the perfect man (1 Tim. 

2:5). In Isaiah 9:6 the child is called the mighty God. The child is human and the mighty God is 

God. Thus, He is God, yet also man. 

Furthermore, even after His resurrection and ascension into heaven He is still the Son of Man 

(Acts 7:56; Rev. 1:13). Many Christians have the concept that the Lord Jesus became a man in 

His incarnation, but that He was no longer a man after His resurrection. In other words, they 

think that He put off His humanity. But in Acts 7:56 it is recorded that when Stephen was 

persecuted and martyred, he saw the Son of Man, Jesus, standing at the right hand of God. Also, 

when the Lord Jesus was judged on earth, He responded to the questions of the high priest by 

saying, “You shall see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of power and coming on the 

clouds of heaven” (Matt. 26:64). Therefore, in His second coming He will still be a man. For 

eternity, He will still be the Son of Man. In John 1:51 the Lord said, “You shall see heaven 

opened and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of Man.” This verse speaks 

of eternity future. The Lord still has flesh and bones after His resurrection (Luke 24:39). He is 

God and also man. What a mystery, and how glorious! In eternity past, He was God and not man. 

But after His incarnation, He is God and also man. He is not part of God, but the complete 

Triune God. He is the Father, the Son, and the Spirit. He is also a perfect man. Therefore He is a 

God-man. 

THE MINGLING OF GOD AND MAN 

In the Lord Jesus 

Now let us consider the mingling of God and man. This is also one of the items for which we 

have been condemned strongly by some. The Bible clearly records that the Lord Jesus was 

conceived of the Holy Spirit in the womb of the virgin Mary. Conception is a matter of mingling. 

An ordinary conception is the mingling of a male and a female. The conception of the Lord Jesus 

is the mingling into one of God’s element with the human element. Such a mingling can never 

produce a third kind of element. The slanderers say that I preach that Christ is neither a man nor 

God, but that He is of a third nature. Actually, I said that the divine element mingles with the 

human element and does not produce a third element. The Son of God was born to be the Son of 

Man. The two became a God-man, being God and also being man. This did not produce a third 

person. 

In the Believers 

First, the believers are born of God to become children of God (John 1:12-13). In such a birth the 

human element mingles with the divine element as one but does not produce a third element. 

Today, we are children of God. We are not adopted; we are born of God. 

Second, the believers, as branches of the wild olive tree, were grafted into the cultivated olive 

tree (Rom. 11:24). The two have not only become one tree but are also mingled into one life to 

produce a compound fruit, not a fruit of a third nature. Our opposers say that our attachment to 
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the Lord Jesus is a matter of being joined, and that it is not a mingling. On the contrary, I must 

say that the grafting of the branches of the wild olive tree into the cultivated olive tree is not only 

a joining outwardly, but even more it is a mingling of the inward life. Grafting is a mingling; two 

lives are mingled into one to produce a compound fruit, not a fruit of a third nature. 

Third, the Lord is the bread of life for the believers to eat, and the Holy Spirit is the living water 

for the believers to drink (John 7:37-39). The element of the food mingles and becomes one with 

the person who eats, becoming the element of the person who eats without producing a third 

element. Is it not ridiculous to say that the food which we eat is only joined with us and is not 

mingled with us? When we drink water, surely the water mingles with us. Those who oppose us 

cannot receive the concept of mingling because they are influenced by tradition. They say, 

“What? Mingle with God? Then do you become God, and does God become you?” My answer is 

this: “If God is still God and I am still I, then I have not been saved yet! What I mean when I say 

that I become one with God is only that I have God’s life, nature, and image, but I do not have 

the position to be worshipped by men.” 

It is obvious that the son of a king has the life and nature of the king, but he is not the king and 

does not have the position of the king. We are children born of God, and we have the life and 

nature of God. It is clearly stated in 1 John 3:2 that “if He is manifested, we shall be like Him.” 

Paul also clearly says, “It is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me” (Gal. 2:20). He also 

said, “For to me to live is Christ” (Phil. 1:21). In a few hours, the food that we eat is digested and 

assimilated to become our cells, blood, bones, and flesh. We are constituted of what we eat. 

Fourth, the believers are joined to the Lord and have become one spirit with Him (1 Cor. 6:17). 

This is the mingling of the believer’s spirit and the Spirit of the Lord to become one spirit—the 

mingling of God and man. 

Fifth, in the mingling of the fine flour with oil to become the cake in the meal offering (Lev. 

2:4), two elements are mingled to become one substance. They do not produce a substance with a 

third kind of element. The oil is mingled with the flour. Flour signifies humanity and oil signifies 

God. This also speaks of the mingling of God and man. 

LEARNING TO USE THE TRUTHS, WHICH ARE 

TODAY’S MODERN WEAPONS 

I have presented these truths to you. You must study diligently and do much research; then you 

will know the five major truths: God’s economy, God’s dispensing, the divine Trinity, the God-

man Jesus, and the mingling of God and man. These are the five basic truths in the Bible. Our 

vision is based on these five truths. Although the opposition in the United States has been 

somewhat subdued, these waves of theological debates will still flow to Taiwan. Sooner or later, 

you will meet others saying that your Brother Lee teaches heresy on matters such as the Trinity, 

dispensing, mingling, and the God-man. I am afraid that if you do not have a good foundation 

now, when the time comes you will not have the words to respond. This is why I have pointed 

out these verses to you now. When these matters come up for discussion, you can bring out these 
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verses and read them to the opposers one by one. They will have no ground for debate after they 

have seen these verses because the truth is the truth. 

I have used the simplest method to present to you these deep things. I hope you will exercise to 

be equipped. Study the truths. They are our modern weapons.  

Loving the Lord with All Your Heart, Soul, 

Mind, and Strength 

Think about this title for a moment. Do you feel the need to draw closer to God today? Do you 

want to go to another level in Him? Would you like your personal relationship to reach new 

heights? Well, if your heart burns to draw closer to God more now than ever, then I encourage 

you to keep reading this post, and I pray that it changes your life like never before! Because I just 

believe that when we love God with all of our heart, soul, mind, and strength, and love our 

neighbors as we love ourselves, we will begin to experience God in a more fresh and powerful 

way! Are you ready for that? 

I hope you said a BIG wholehearted, “YES!” Because I’m going to break down what Jesus is 

saying through Mark 12:30-31, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 

soul and with all your mind, and with all your strength. The second is this; ‘Love your neighbor 

as yourself. There is no commandment greater than these.’” Hopefully, I can help shed some 

light on loving God this way. Here goes… 

Loving God with all your heart is spending time with Him in His presence. It’s shutting out all 

the noise around you and making it to that quiet place. Whether it’s in your bedroom, prayer 

closet, bathroom, car, lake, back patio, office, just spend that precious time with Him. God is 

relational. He is all about having a relationship with you. He wants you to talk to Him. So cry out 

to Him, laugh with Him, dance with Him, and worship Him. Sometimes you just have to press to 

get into His presence. And when you get there, you’ll realize that there’s no place on earth that 

you’d rather be. It’s awesome! 

Another way to loving God with all your heart is to tell Him where you are. Don’t hide anything 

from Him. He is your best confidant. Whenever you need to talk to someone whom you know 

you can trust with your heart, you can count on Him. He’ll guide you when you need direction. 

He’ll give you wisdom when you ask. And He’ll give you unbelievable comfort when cry out to 

Him. His Word says that He is the God of all comfort (2 Corinthians 1:3-5). Just talk to Him. 

Proverbs 3:5-6 tells us to, “Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own 

understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.” Also James 1:5-

6, “If anyone needs wisdom-if you want to know what God wants you to do-ask him, and he will 

gladly tell you. He will not resent you for asking. But when you ask him, be sure that you really 

expect him to answer, for a doubtful mind is as unsettled as a wave in the sea.” (NLT) The key is 

trusting Him and being open and honest with Him right where you are. 
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And lastly, the way to love the Lord with all of your heart is to keep His commandments, which 

means to obey His Word and do what He says (John 14:15). Whatever He’s speaking to you 

about doing, do it. There are so many blessings waiting for you through obedience and doing His 

revealed will. Trust that the Holy Spirit will lead and guide you every step of the way and help 

you to accomplish God’s purpose. Because doing God’s will and obeying His principles is 

loving Him with all of your heart. 

Secondly, loving God with all of your soul is HUGE for women, especially. We can get so 

emotional at times and caught up in our feelings. And we really have to be careful with this. If 

this is not corrected or put into proper balance, we can mess up a lot of things, including our very 

purpose. The soul is the flesh. And sometimes it can be a mess! So it requires putting the flesh 

under subjection according to the Word of God. I would add that it requires putting on the fruit 

of self-control and having a humble spirit. No doubt this takes practice. And God is definitely in 

the business of giving us opportunities to get this right. So let’s make it our business to love the 

Lord with all of your soul and keep those emotions in check. 

Here are just a few pointers…once you recognize that you’re emotionally challenged, think 

about why you’re upset or acting the way you’re acting. Your hormones could be out of whack, 

something could be bothering you, or you might have a lot going on that’s causing undue stress. 

Whatever the case pause for a moment, and pinpoint where you are. Then go to God about it. 

Also, it’s okay to let people know where you are. It’s alright to say, “I’m sorry. It’s not you. I’m 

just going through something right now. I just need a little time.” People can appreciate that over 

you biting their head off because you’re not loving God with all of your soul at the time. Be 

considerate and balance out the emotions. This is loving God with all of your soul. 

Thirdly, love the Lord with all your mind. The way to do this is to consciously renew your mind 

with the Word of God. When negativity, fearful, immoral thoughts, or sinful actions play in your 

mind like a matinee, make the choice to cast them down quickly, and renew your mind with the 

Scriptures. Whatever your battle, find a Scripture in relation to that problem and go to war 

against the enemy, Satan with it. God wants us to love Him with all of our our mind. So do what 

2 Corinthians 10:5 says, “Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself 

against the knowledge of God, and bringing into  captivity every thought to the obedience of 

Christ.” 

Trust In the Lord with All Your Heart 

Trusting God is one of those things that we as Christians talk about, but may not necessarily 

define. We encourage each other to “trust the Lord,” but we are not sure what it really means. 

And we also tend to view it as something optional, there are times we trust God and times we do 

not. But it is more serious than that. Jerry Bridges writes in his book Trusting God, Even when 

Life Hurts, “I have spent a good portion of my adult life encouraging people to pursue holiness, 

to obey God. Yet, I acknowledge it often seems more difficult to trust God than to obey 

Him….Yet it is just as important to trust God as it is to obey Him. When we disobey God we 

defy His authority and despise His holiness. But when we fail to trust God we doubt His 

sovereignty and question His goodness. In both cases we cast aspersions upon His majesty and 
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His character. God views our distrust of Him as seriously as He views our disobedience.” What 

does it really mean to trust God? Proverbs 3:5-6 answers that question, “Trust in the Lord with 

all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge him, 

and he will make straight your paths.” 

THE REQUIREMENTS FOR TRUSTING THE LORD (v. 5-6a) 

 Our trust must be external: in the Lord. What I mean by external is that the basis of 

our trust must not be inside of ourselves. In other words, biblical trust is based upon 

something—or someone—outside of ourselves. Trust in God is not something we muster 

up by pulling ourselves up by out bootstraps or psyching ourselves up. Trusting God is 

placing ourselves in a position whereby we rest upon His promises. The only proper 

source of trust and object of trust is God Himself who is absolutely trustworthy. As 

Jeremiah wrote, “Blessed is the man who trusts in the LORD and whose trust is the 

LORD” (17:7). In opposition to the Lord are the unworthy objects of trust that our hearts 

often place confidence in; such as man’s strength (Ps 33:16-17), princes, government 

leaders (Ps 146:3), wisdom and riches (Jer 9:23), or our own heart (Prov 28:26). For faith 

to be biblical, it must have the right object: God. 

 Our trust must be entire: with all your heart. Biblical trust is wholehearted. Since the 

heart is the mind, emotions, and will, biblical faith is the entrusting of your total being to 

God in submission to His Word. The opposite of faith is not doubt; it is unbelief. The 

Bible frequently calls us to give our whole heart to God. “And you shall love the LORD 

your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might” (Deut 6:5). 

“How blessed are those who observe His testimonies, who seek Him with all their heart” 

(Ps 119:2). “And you will seek Me and find Me, when you search for Me with all your 

heart” (Jer 29:13). 

 Our trust must be exclusive: do not lean on your own understanding. The most natural 

thing we do is lean on our own understanding and then act upon it. However, great 

danger accompanies trusting in ourselves. “You have plowed wickedness, you have 

reaped injustice, you have eaten the fruit of lies. Because you have trusted in your way, in 

your numerous warriors” (Hos 10:13). The apostle warns, “Therefore let him who thinks 

he stands take heed lest he fall” (1 Cor 10:12). Proverbs says we are a fool if we trust our 

heart (Prov 28:26). 

Charles Bridges, a minister in the Church of England in the early 1800’s, wrote in his 

commentary on Proverbs, “Man with all his pride feels that he wants something to lean to. As a 

fallen being, he naturally leans to himself, to his own foolish notions and false fancies. Human 

power is his idol. His understanding is his God….This is the history of the fall; the history of 

man from the fall; the dominant sin of every unhumbled heart; the lamented and resisted sin of 

every child of God.” Walking in God’s wisdom is the opposite of trusting in one’s own heart. 

 Our trust must be expressive: in all your ways acknowledge Him. The word “ways” 

refers to a journey, the journey of your life. The Christian life is a faith-journey, a daily 

walk that eventually results in month, years, and decades. This journey of faith is 

http://www.amazon.com/Exposition-Proverbs-Charles-Bridges-ebook/dp/B003OQUPPM/ref=sr_1_3?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1389627107&sr=1-3&keywords=proverbs+charles+bridges
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illustrated powerfully, for example, in Hebrews 11:8-19 as the author describes the faith 

of Abraham and Sarah. 

THE REWARD FOR TRUSTING THE LORD (v. 6b) God promises clear direction to those 

who trust in Him. Throughout biblical history, believers have always sought the Lord’s guidance 

through pleading in prayer. Here are just a few examples: “O LORD, lead me in Thy 

righteousness because of my foes; make Thy way straight before me” (Ps 5:8); “Lead me in Thy 

truth and teach me, for Thou art the God of my salvation; for Thee I wait all the day” (Ps 25:5); 

“Teach me Thy way, O LORD, and lead me in a level path, because of my foes” (Ps 27:11); 

“Teach me to do Thy will, for Thou art my God; let Thy good Spirit lead me on level ground” 

(Ps 143:10). In Scripture, we find at least five assurances of God’s guidance. 

1. God will guide into pleasant paths (Ps 23:1-2). 

2. God will guide in making decisions (Ps 25:8-9). 

3. God will guide to the end of life (Ps 48:14). 

4. God will guide by wise counsel (Ps 73:24). 

5. God will guide into understanding the truth (Ps 143:10; Jn 16:13). 

Psalm 37:3-5 is a soul-strengthening Scripture for every believer who is struggling to trust God: 

“Trust in the LORD, and do good; dwell in the land and cultivate faithfulness. Delight yourself 

in the LORD; and He will give you the desires of your heart. Commit your way to the LORD, 

trust also in Him, and He will do it.” This is the promise of God when we trust in Him with all 

our heart. 
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The Righteous Shall Live by Faith  

The expression, “The just [righteous] shall live by faith,” is a wonderful affirmation from the 

Holy Spirit of sacred revelation, brimming with truth and comfort. It occurs four times in 

Scripture—once in the book of Habakkuk, twice in Paul’s epistles, and finally in the epistle to 

the Hebrews. 

Habakkuk 

The book of Habakkuk was probably composed near the end of the seventh century B.C., 

perhaps not too long before the coming of the Chaldeans (Babylonians) which resulted in 

Judah’s captivity for seventy years (Jeremiah 25:12). It records a dialogue between God and 

Habakkuk concerning a moral issue that troubled the prophet. He was anxious about the corrupt 

state of the kingdom of Judah. Lawlessness and violence were rampant (1:1-4). Why was the 

Lord tolerating such? 

Jehovah replied that he was not ignoring the evil of his people. He intended to raise up the 

Chaldeans to severely discipline Judah. When he was finished using them as the “instrument” of 

his wrath (cf. Isaiah 10:5), he would deal with these pagans as well (1:5-11). In chapter two, five 

indictments (each prefaced with a “woe”) are leveled against the wicked Babylonians. They are 

obsessed with the acquisition of territory (vv. 5-8); the Chaldeans are consumed with greed and 

arrogance (vv. 9-11); they are excessively violent (vv. 12-14); they are worldly (vv. 15-17); 

finally, they are immersed in idolatry (vv. 18-20). 

The prophet still was perplexed. He exalted the Lord’s holy nature but wondered if his mode of 

punishment was consistent with his lofty character. The prophet would wait for the divine 

answer (1:12-2:2). God responded by a vision, declaring that he was determined to deal with the 

arrogant and evil Babylonians; by way of contrast, however, “the righteous shall live by his 

faith” (2:4). A study of this sentence is most illuminating. Let us first note the common meanings 

of the three major terms of the text—“just” (or “righteous”), “live,” and “by faith.” 

“Righteous” 

The term “just” (“righteous”) is used in the Scriptures in various senses. It may be employed in a 

relative way; for example, Joseph, Jesus’ foster father, was a “righteous” man (Matthew 1:19)—

not perfect, but relatively righteous. On the other hand, the word also may embody a more 

specific focus. 

When Habakkuk declared that the righteous shall live by his faith, he uses the Hebrew term 

saddiq, an adjective found 206 times in the Old Testament. It is rendered “just” (KJV) or 

“righteous” (ASV, ESV), and, by some “justified.” Mounce suggests the word “describes those 

who act in such a way that their behavior accords with some standard” (2006, 593). The 

expression, as employed in the Old Testament, is “bound inseparably to the idea of judicial 

standing” (Robertson 1990, 175). 
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“Live” 

The word “live” also has a variety of meanings, depending upon its context. It can be employed 

in the sense of one’s manner of life, his behavior (Romans 6:2; 2 Corinthians 1:12). In addition, 

however, it can signify to live in the sense of surviving a crisis. Spiritually it can suggest the idea 

of deliverance from sin—in a contemporary sense (Romans 6:4). Or it can denote an abiding 

relationship with God beyond death, in contrast to eternal death (Revelation 20:14), which is a 

permanent estrangement from the Creator (2 Thessalonians 1:9)—a horrible contemplation 

indeed! 

“Faith” 

“Faith” can convey the idea of an objective body of truth, in which one must place confidence 

and to which he must submit (Acts 6:7; Jude 3). The term also may suggest one’s personal 

conviction and his mode of life relative to objective truth (cf. the use of “by faith” so frequently 

found in Hebrews 11). Note how the language in Habakkuk 2:4b refers to “his” faith or 

“faithfulness” (ASVfn). 

Even that pronoun is a matter of disagreement among Bible scholars. Some refer the pronoun 

“his” to God, in this way: “The justified will be delivered as a result of the Lord’s faithfulness 

to his covenant promise.” This comes quite near to subtly suggesting the Calvinist theory that 

justification is a matter of what God does; supposedly, then, it is not the faithfulness of his 

people. 

This is not the manner in which the New Testament writers cite the text to reinforce their points 

(though we concede the Holy Spirit’s flexibility in using his own words in a different context; 

see Jackson 2009, 189-205). More likely Jehovah’s promise to the prophet was this: those who 

are faithful to the Lord’s word will be accounted as just, and, as a result, will “live,” or be 

delivered from impending punitive judgment. Certainly that is the thrust of Hebrews 10:38-39 

(see later). 

Paul in Romans 

The church in Rome may have been planted by some who yielded to the gospel on the day of 

Pentecost (cf. Acts 2:10). At any rate, the obedient faith of those saints was recognized 

throughout the empire (Romans 1:8; cf. 16:26). At the commencement of his longest epistle, 

Paul sets forth this basic proposition. 

For I am not ashamed of the gospel: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that 

believes; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. For therein is revealed a righteousness of God 

from faith unto faith: as it is written, “But the righteous shall live by faith” (1:16-17). 

The following thrilling facts are chronicled in this illustrious text: 
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First, Paul was not ashamed of the gospel because its origin was with God (Mark 1:14). He thus 

believed it, had embraced it, loved it, proclaimed it, defended it, was persecuted for it, and was 

so welded to it that, in a sense, he could refer to it as “my gospel” (Romans 2:16). Ultimately, he 

died for it (2 Timothy 4:6-8). 

Second, the nature of the gospel was in the reality of its “good news”—good in content 

(concerning Christ’s atoning death, his resurrection, and glorification), good in regulating earthly 

conduct, and good for directing one’s life heavenward. Moreover, it was powerful in force, 

divine in essence, and effective in procuring salvation from sin. It was non-discriminating in that 

it embraced the two major segments of humanity—Jew and Gentile alike. 

Third, the blessings of the gospel were conditional. The gospel conveys information about how 

to access the power of God to save, but this power is efficacious only on behalf of those who 

believe its message. The verb “believe” is a present tense participle form, which indicates it is an 

active faith that remains sustained (cf. Hebrews 3:12). Belief is not a one-time act that forever 

saves beyond the possibility of forfeiture and condemnation (later see Hebrews 10:39). 

Moreover, belief is not a mere acknowledgement of historical facts, nor simply an emotional 

disposition to “trust” Christ as Savior; rather, it embraces obedience (John 3:36; Hebrews 5:8-9; 

see also Jackson 2006, 415-418; Thayer 1958, 511). Even in this letter to Roman Christians the 

apostle plainly demonstrates that these people were made “free from sin” in consequence of their 

having been “obedient from the heart” to a specific “form of teaching” (6:17-18; cf. vv. 3-4). 

Fourth, within the gospel of Christ (and nowhere else) the “righteousness of God” is revealed. 

The “righteousness of God” is the divine pattern whereby sinful people may be “credited” (cf. 

Romans 4:3ff, NIV) as “righteous”—not on the basis of meritorious, humanly-devised works 

(Titus 3:5a), but by means of the sacrificial death of Jesus, when accessed by obedient faith 

(Romans 3:21-26; 5:1; 6:3-4). 

Fifth, the expression “from faith unto faith” is highly controversial. It certainly does not suggest 

the idea of a salvation that is “solely” by faith (Johnson 1974, 27), if faith is viewed in the sense 

of an isolated act of believing, divorced from supplementary conditions of redemption. It would 

be a different matter if “faith unto faith” signified a life of obedient faith, as reflected, for 

example, by the examples of dedication catalogued in Hebrews 11; cf. James 2:14-26). The 

“faith unto faith” expression may express the idea of faith’s growth, for instance, from weak 

faith to strong faith (Romans 14:1; 15:1; cf. Psalm 84:5-7). 

Sixth, the apostolic declaration is undergirded by inspired Old Testament precedent—“as it 

stands written” (Habakkuk 2:4b), a Greek perfect tense form, characteristically used “to express 

the authority and present validity of what is written ... an appeal to Scripture” (Balz and 

Schneider 1990, 261). The principle of having “life” by being credited as “just” by means of 

“faithfulness” spans the ages. 
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Paul in Galatians 

Paul established the Galatian churches on his first missionary campaign (Acts 13:4-14:26). 

Perhaps a year or so after that expedition, the apostle learned of a doctrinal problem that had 

wormed its way into those congregations (Galatians 2:4). Hence, the first four chapters of his 

letter to the Galatians deal with these matters. Chapters one and two address an obnoxious 

faction among those churches that questioned the authority of Paul and the validity of his 

apostleship. Chapters three and four deal with a Jewish-oriented heresy that attempted to 

amalgamate certain elements of the law of Moses (e.g., circumcision; see Acts 15:1) with the 

gospel of Christ. Chapters five and six address practical matters concerning Christian living. 

Let us focus momentarily on chapter three: (a) The apostle begins by demonstrating that this new 

“hybrid gospel” is inconsistent with their initial reception of the saving message of Christ. Their 

original obedience to the Christian message, with supernatural documentation and wonderful 

blessings, was not bestowed by means of the Mosaic system (vv. 1-5); why should they thus 

desire to return to the former system? (b) The example of Abraham, father of the Hebrew nation, 

was introduced. He was “reckoned as righteous,” long before (five centuries) the law was 

received by Moses (v. 6); hence the Mosaic system was not an exclusive conduit to 

righteousness. Too, through the great patriarch, God made known the future reality that even the 

Gentiles would be accepted on the same principle, i.e., that of obedient faith (vv. 7-9; cf. 

Hebrews 11:8ff; James 2:21-24). 

Paul continued by highlighting the logical consequence of their heretical position. They were 

attempting to revert to a law that now was obsolete, and could not provide them with redemption. 

For one thing, the law demanded perfect obedience (cf. “all things” – v. 10), which none could 

render. Their adherence to that system, therefore, placed them under a “curse.” Justification 

could not be obtained by keeping a cancelled law (v. 11a; cf. 2:21; Colossians 2:13-17). 

The apostle concludes this particular argument, therefore, by declaring that the principle of 

justification by faith (3:11) was foreshadowed centuries earlier by the prophet Habakkuk, (citing 

2:4b). 

In the subsequent context, the apostle contends that being under Moses’ law was like being in 

prison (v. 23), yet waiting for “the faith” (the Christian system), which was to be revealed in due 

time. Another illustration emphasized that the Old Testament was like a slave who escorted a 

young child to school; once the child has been deposited at his destination, the slave’s job was 

completed. The point is, since the gospel system has arrived, the law has forfeited its formal role 

(vv. 24-25). 

Paul then demonstrated how one comes into a saving relationship with Christ—which is the 

equivalent of being “justified,” or declared “righteous,” by faith. He says, “You [Christians] all 

are the children of God, through the faith [the article is in the Greek text], in Christ Jesus. For [a 

conjunction setting forth a conclusion] as many of you as were immersed into Christ did put on 

Christ” (vv. 26-27). Thus the inspired apostle explains his own use of the expression, “the 
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righteous shall live by faith.” It is not a “faith only”; it is a submissive faith. One that yields to 

the revealed conditions of redemption. 

Hebrews 10:38a 

The book of Hebrews has much in common with Galatians. Both deal with an early attempt to 

influence Christians to gravitate back toward Judaism. In Galatians there was an effort to blend 

the two systems; in Hebrews there was a strong force that sought to persuade Christians to 

abandon their faith altogether, revert to Judaism, and await the “real” Messiah. 

The book may be summarized as follows: (1) an opening argument for the superiority of Christ 

over angels—by whom Moses’ law was relayed (1:1-2:18); (2) the supremacy of Jesus, God’s 

“Son,” over Moses, God’s “servant” (3:1-4:13); (3) the Aaronic priesthood was replaced by that 

of Christ, our high priest (4:14-10:18); (4) practical exhortations to faithfulness (10:19-13:25). 

Our present focus will be on Chapter ten. 

The inspired writer first argues that the animal sacrifices of the Old Testament regime could not 

effectively deal with the sin problem: (1) They were unable to “make perfect” the sinful Hebrew 

people; they had to be offered repetitiously; it was impossible for animal offerings to fully atone 

for sins (10:1-4). (2) Christ was the perfect sacrifice to remedy the sin problem. The incarnation 

of Jesus was designed to facilitate this desperate human need. Thus, the first covenant was taken 

away and the second was established, through which sanctification could be achieved. Jesus’ 

offering was a once-for-all event (vv. 5-10). (3) The abiding effect of the new covenant provided 

a new economy by which the “one sacrifice for sins forever” became available. This was 

accentuated by the fact that our high priest, after his offering, “sat down” at the right hand of the 

Father, henceforth reigning until all his enemies are vanquished (vv. 11-14; 1 Corinthians 15:25). 

(4) The prophetic testimony of the Holy Spirit, through Jeremiah (31:31-34), proclaimed this 

reality centuries earlier (vv. 15-18). 

In view of this glorious redemptive plan, the Christians were encouraged to draw near to their 

Lord in fullness of faith, hold fast their confession of hope, and be faithful in their duties. This 

was in view of “the day” (almost certainly the destruction of Jerusalem) that progressively could 

be seen (discerned) on the prophetic horizon (vv. 19-25; cf. Matthew 24:1-34). Note the three 

hortatory injunctions “let us” (vv. 22-24). A stern warning was issued against abandoning Christ 

and returning to a life of habitual, willful sin, in anticipation of some false messiah pledged by 

the Jewish detractors. What a “fearful thing” that would be (vv. 19-31). 

The sacred writer urges these brothers to reflect on their earlier days of persecution as followers 

of Jesus. Certainly they had lost possessions, but they were to contemplate the better possession 

that would abide forever. They are encouraged to charge up their spiritual batteries, for in a 

“little while” one would “come” who “shall not tarry” (v. 37). 

Two questions arise: (1) Who is the coming one? (2) What is the significance of “little while”? It 

is generally agreed that the coming one is Christ. 
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A few expositors believe that this coming indicates the Lord’s coming in providential judgment 

upon the city of Jerusalem by the hand of the Roman armies (Matthew 24:30; 22:7; see Kik 

1948, 78-85). Both Barnes (1955, 247) and Milligan (1956, 29-293) contend for this view. This 

would harmonize with v. 25, “as you see the day approaching.” 

On the other hand, most scholars see it as a reference to the second coming of the Lord (Guthrie 

2007, 982). If such is the case, the “little while” could signify a brief period compared to the 

eternal ages to follow. Prophetic events frequently are framed in a relative-time fashion for 

dramatic effect (cf. James 5:8; Revelation 2:16; 3:11; 22:7, 12, 20). 

Finally, the writer appeals to Habakkuk’s text, but with some alteration since he substantially is 

following the Greek (Septuagint [LXX]) version. As noted earlier, in the original setting, 

Habakkuk seems to make application to the deliverance of Judah’s “righteous” ones from the 

judgment of the captivity, while the writer of Hebrews sees the ultimate fulfillment in the faithful 

being rescued from the judgment to be imposed by the return of Jesus. 

But a word of caution is packaged within an expression of confidence: “But we are not of them 

that shrink back unto perdition; but of them that have faith unto the saving of the soul.” He will 

illustrate the quality of this latter class by the fifteen Old Testament heroes he catalogs in the 

following chapter. 

Those who “shrink back” are set in contrast to those who remain “faithful.” To shrink back is to 

be overcome by fear. Guthrie says it represents one who has a “crooked soul,” over against the 

“righteous person, who lives by faith.” The grammar indicates that both are in the same general 

category—the Christian community (982-983). This is a devastating demolition of the 

Augustine-Calvin notion that: (1) salvation is unconditional;and (2) a child of God can never be 

lost. 

“Perdition” derives from the Greek term apoleia (found eighteen times in the New Testament), 

rendered in the KJV by such terms as “damnable,” “damnation,” “destruction,” “perdition” 

(eight times), “pernicious way,” and “waste.” It does not suggest annihilation, but instead the 

“loss of well-being” (Vine 1991, 212). It is a synonym for hell. The expression clearly shows 

that even a true believer can apostatize and be lost. 

Conclusion 

Thus concludes our study of the inspired phrase, “The righteous shall live by faith,” and the 

various applications of it employed by biblical writers, both in the original Old Testament 

context, and in the uses made of it by the New Testament writers. How rich and thrilling it is. It 

embodies a principle of faithful submission to God that issues ultimately in eternal life. Thanks 

be to our Heavenly Father for his mercy and grace. May we be exhorted to fidelity all our earthly 

days.  

 


