
 

ALL NATIONS BIBLE INSTITUTION & PROJECTS INNER HEALING – DANNYBOY PIETERSE 

 

ALL NATIONS BIBLE INSTITUTION & PROJECTS 

Inner Healing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LEARNING MATERIAL 

 

 



 

ALL NATIONS BIBLE INSTITUTION & PROJECTS INNER HEALING – DANNYBOY PIETERSE 

 

ALL NATIONS BIBLE INSTITUTION & PROJECTS 

Inner healing, and is it biblical? 

Question: "What is inner healing, and is it biblical?" 

 

Answer: “Inner healing” refers to an attempt to free people from the negative emotional effects 

of harmful experiences. Inner healing has become more popular lately in the Christian 

community (see our article on Sozo Prayer). “Christian” inner healing practitioners use various 

techniques that are also used in mysticism, including “prayer journeys” that encourage people to 

remember past hurtful situations and visualize Jesus with them at that moment. 

 

There are several potential dangers inherent in visualization techniques and mystical New Age 

methods. Three of the most significant are a) the harm that comes from prolonged dwelling on 

occurrences that evoke hurt or anger, b) the danger of basing our idea of God upon an image in 

our mind instead of the truth of who He is as revealed in Scripture, and c) opening the doors of 

our minds to demonic interference. 

 

God does want to free us from sins that arise from specific hurtful occasions in our past, but He 

doesn’t need visualization techniques or prolonged emphasis on the past to do so. In fact, the 

Bible is clear that the Christian experience involves the death of our old selves and “rising to 

walk in newness of life” (Romans 6:4), and that new life is characterized by thoughts about Him 

who saved us, not thoughts about the dead flesh that has been crucified with Christ. As we abide 

in Him (John 15:5) He transforms our hearts and heals us. But the key is focus on the Lord, not 

focus on ourselves. 

 

Objective truth centers on the great doctrines of the faith and their relevance to life: the 

sovereignty of God, the high priestly intercession of Christ, the promise of the Holy Spirit, and 

the hope of eternal glory. Understanding these great truths, centering our thoughts on them, and 

rehearsing them in our minds will enable us to reason from truth in all of life’s trials, and our 

faith will be strong and vital. Reasoning from what we feel about ourselves—rather than what we 

know about God—is the sure path to spiritual defeat. 

 

That said, it isn’t wrong to work through emotions. God created us as emotional beings, and if 

we try to “shut down” those parts of ourselves in an effort to avoid reliving painful moments, we 

can become like a volcano ready to blow. The Lord understands that emotional pain is a part of 

life—He created us! The best way to find true inner healing is to be honest with yourself about 

what you feel, and then go to God with those things, seeking answers. His Word will give you 

the answers you are seeking. The Bible is supernatural and wonderful and brings true inner 

healing. And if there is no concrete question in your mind—just a negative feeling—the answer 

is still to read the Word, because His Word is His Voice, and His voice has powerfully creating, 

healing power. 

 

“Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off 

everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the 

race marked out for us. Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for 

https://www.gotquestions.org/sozo-prayer.html
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%206.4
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2015.5
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the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of 

the throne of God” (Hebrews 12:1–2 

Inner Healing & Emotional Wholeness  

Many of us struggle with painful feelings. Sometimes we have over-the-top emotional reactions 

or we find our emotions do confusing things, like laughing when we should cry. What is going 

on? Can emotions be healed? 

Jesus was fully human and therefore fully understands us. In His healing ministry he showed that 

inner healing is a vital part of the process of becoming healthy. His compassionate response to 

those in need demonstrates that true healing is bringing wholeness not only to our bodies but also 

to our emotions and our inner being. Inner healing is part of the fullness of healing that Jesus 

won at the cross. 

Even doctors recognise that our physical health is affected by our emotional condition, our 

thinking and our personal relationships. 

This very popular course explains how inner damage happens and how you can know God's 

healing love for yourself and for those you may be called to help.  

Topics covered include: 

 The nature of man created as spirit, soul and body and how the function and health of 

each affects the whole person. 

 Relationships and the effect of relationship bonds, (sometimes called "soul-ties") on our 

lives and health.  

 Possible causes of the inner damage that has occurred throughout our lives. The truth that 

this damage has often been caused by people leads us to a need to understand and 

personally apply the truths of forgiveness. 

 The possible presenting symptoms of inner damage in ourselves and others. 

 Understanding emotional pain and how we respond to it. 

 The process of healing and some of the key steps for walking into wholeness. 

Opportunity will be given during the course for discussion, asking questions and application of 

the teaching into our own lives as well as opportunity to receive personal prayer ministry.  

 

 

 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb%2012.1%E2%80%932
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Biblical steps to inner healing 

I have compiled a basic list of fundamental steps that are so important for those receiving or 

ministering inner healing. This is a vital part of the deliverance ministry and plays an 

irreplaceable role in setting many free today. 

God wants to take your wounds, pain, hurts, and sorrow! 

Before we begin, I want you to know that God desires to heal our wounds and take our pain and 

hurt from us. You know how you can love somebody so much, that you wish you could take 

their pain or suffering from them? That's how Jesus feels about us... He loves us so much that He 

paid the price for our emotional healing in the work on the cross! 

Isaiah 53:4, "Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him 

stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted." 

He carried our sorrows in His work on the cross. The NT Greek tells us that the word sorrows 

here literally refers to anguish, affliction, grief, pain, and sorrow. Jesus took these things and 

paid the price with His own blood for us! You need to know that God desires to heal your broken 

heart and bind up your wounds. This is what the Bible tells us: 

Psalms 147:3, "He healeth the broken in heart, and bindeth up their wounds." 

Do you want to receive healing from emotional wounds, pain, sorrows, grief, and anguish? It is 

vital that we take advantage of what Christ has done for us, and learn to cast our cares upon the 

Lord. Not some of them, but ALL of them; knowing that He cares for you and wants to take 

those things from you. 

1 Peter 5:7, "Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you." 

Release those hurt, painful and fearful emotions into the hands of Jesus 

Hanging onto fear, hurt and pain can actually block the healing power of the Holy Spirit in your 

soul. It is vital to open up and allow the Lord to heal your wounds. 

Luke 4:18, "The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel 

to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and 

recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised." 

Jesus paid the price for the healing of our souls and to set us free from the bondage that we have 

come under from the bruises that we've received. It is important to God that we receive this inner 

healing... His Son paid a costly price for it! 
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Matthew 11:28-30, "Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you 

rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall 

find rest unto your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light." 

In the above verse, it's not speaking about a heavy physical burden, but a burden in a person's 

soul. This is made evident in the later part of this passage where it says, "Ye shall find rest unto 

your souls." Jesus is telling us to come unto Him and give Him our heavy burden, and take His 

yoke which is light and easy to bear. 

Allow your painful emotions to be released as you give them to the Lord. It's okay to cry, sob 

and let the damaged emotions come out as they are given to the hands of the Lord. Holding on to 

the pain and hurt will only prevent you from be healed. 

James 5:16, "Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed. 

The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much." 

If you can find a person to confide in, it can also be very helpful to share your burden with them 

and receive prayer for healing. There is tremendous healing that can take place as you share your 

pain with a fellow brother or sister in Christ! 

Realize the love of God for you; this will help you open up and receive inner healing 

Knowing the true nature of our heavenly Father will help us to trust Him and open ourselves up 

so that we can receive the healing that only the Holy Spirit can provide for us. 

Romans 8:32, "He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not 

with him also freely give us all things?" 

After Christ has suffered and died for us, why would He withhold healing our wounded souls? 

We can confidently open up to Him and know that He has our best interests in mind simply by 

looking at what He went through on the cross for us. 

You are loved by God, not because of what you've done, but because of who you are. The Bible 

tells us that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. He longed to have a relationship with 

you even before you became His child! 

Romans 5:8, "But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ 

died for us." 

Jesus said that the greatest love a man can show for his friends, is when he lays down his life for 

them. Jesus laid down His life for us - that is how valuable and dear we are to Him! 

John 15:13, "Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends." 

Did you know that God loves us with the same love that He had towards Jesus Himself? Yes, 

believe it or not, this is true! I want you to look up this verse in your Bible: 
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John 17:23, "I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one; and that the world 

may know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou hast loved me." 

It is absolutely essential that we learn of and realize the love that our heavenly Father has for us. 

Without knowing the love of God for us, we cannot be filled with His fullness: 

Ephesians 3:17-19, "That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and 

grounded in love, May be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and length, and 

depth, and height; And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be 

filled with all the fullness of God." 

Realize God's will for your mind and receive it! 

2 Timothy 1:7, "For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a 

sound mind." 

Abuse, trauma, hurt and pain are all works of the devil. Jesus came to destroy the works of the 

devil and restore His children to the fullness to which He created them to fulfill. When Jesus was 

here on earth, He went about doing the will of the Father in heaven, and this included healing all 

who were oppressed of the devil: 

Acts 10:38, "How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power: who 

went about doing good, and healing all that were oppressed of the devil; for God was with him." 

Jesus desire for you is to heal your broken heart and set you who have been bruised at liberty: 

Luke 4:18, "The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel 

to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and 

recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised." 

He wants to restore your soul from all the damage that has been done to you: 

Psalms 23:3, "He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name's 

sake." 

Extend forgiveness towards those who have hurt you 

Unforgiveness will hinder or block the healing power of the Holy Spirit. It will bind you up and 

separate you from God's forgiving and healing power. It is vital to release those feelings that you 

have against others, so that the Holy Spirit's healing and forgiving power can heal and restore 

your soul. 

Unforgiveness is a deadly poison that separates us from God's forgiveness in our own lives and 

gives us over to tormenting spirits. It is hard to receive healing when one is in such a position. 

Consider these passages in scripture concerning the deadliness of unforgiveness and bitterness in 

our lives: 
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Mark 11:25-26, "And when ye stand praying, forgive, if ye have aught against any: that your 

Father also which is in heaven may forgive you your trespasses. But if ye do not forgive, neither 

will your Father which is in heaven forgive your trespasses." 

As we can see, unforgiveness will block God's forgiveness from operating in our own lives. 

Inner healing requires God's forgiveness. 

Matthew 18:32-35, "Then his lord, after that he had called him, said unto him, O thou wicked 

servant, I forgave thee all that debt, because thou desiredst me: Shouldest not thou also have had 

compassion on thy fellow servant, even as I had pity on thee? And his lord was wroth, and 

delivered him to the tormentors, till he should pay all that was due unto him. So likewise shall 

my heavenly Father do also unto you, if ye from your hearts forgive not every one his brother 

their trespasses." 

Unforgiveness will put us into the hands of tormenting spirits. This is the last thing we need 

when we're seeking healing for our souls! As if that isn't enough, unforgiveness also puts a 

person in spiritual darkness and separation from God, and defiles us spiritually: 

1 John 2:11, "But he that hateth his brother is in darkness, and walketh in darkness, and knoweth 

not whither he goeth, because that darkness hath blinded his eyes." 

Hebrews 12:15, "Looking diligently lest any man fail of the grace of God; lest any root of 

bitterness springing up trouble you, and thereby many be defiled." 

It is absolutely essential to release feelings of bitterness and unforgiveness, in order to fully 

receive healing for our souls. Forgiving others will welcome the healing power of the Holy Spirit 

into our lives. 

Realize who you are in Christ 

Realizing your identity in Christ is absolutely vital to our healing process. You need to know that 

you are a new creation in Christ, freed from the darkness of your past, forgiven of your sins, and 

freedom and healing are yours because of the Blood that Christ shed for you! I encourage you to 

go through my teaching entitled, "Who we REALLY are" for more information. 

Stop feeding on lies of insecurity, guilt, and pain (Jesus took your pain!) 

My father often uses the story of two men on our shoulders, and whichever one you listen to will 

crowd the other one out. This is absolutely true concerning how we handle God's voice and the 

devil's voice. Just recently the Holy Spirit gave me a powerful revelation, here's what He said to 

me: 

"You need to be discerning of the voice of the devil... it is your responsibility not to give 

consideration (or pay attention) to it!" (Wording may be slightly different, but that is the exact 

message) 

http://www.greatbiblestudy.com/who_we_really_are.php
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It is absolutely vital that we NOT listen or pay attention to the voice of the devil in our minds. 

God's Word tells us that we need to be taking every thought captive to the obedience to Christ: 

2 Corinthians 10:4, "Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against 

the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ." 

One thing you can look out for is condemnation and fear. Both of these come from the enemy. 

"What if" thinking is always a giveaway that there's a demon doing the speaking. For more 

information about condemnation, I recommend reading my teaching on Condemnation vs 

Conviction. 

Forgive yourself - see yourself as God sees you 

Forgiving yourself is a vital step that we must take while seeking inner healing. We need to love 

and appreciate the person that Christ has made in us! It is vital to see ourselves for who we really 

are in Christ. If you continue to beat yourself up for your past failures, after the Blood of Christ 

has washed them away, then you are, in reality, denying the very work of the cross! Here are a 

few (of many) good verses to mediate on in God's Word: 

Psalms 103:12, "As far as the east is from the west, so far hath he removed our transgressions 

from us." 

Romans 5:1, "Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 

Christ." 

Isaiah 43:25, "I, even I, am he that blotteth out thy transgressions for mine own sake, and will 

not remember thy sins." 

Hebrews 10:22, "...draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts 

sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water." 

Colossians 1:22-23, "...he has brought you back as his friends. He has done this through his death 

on the cross in his own human body. As a result, he has brought you into the very presence of 

God, and you are holy and blameless as you stand before him without a single fault. But you 

must continue to believe this truth and stand in it firmly. Don't drift away from the assurance you 

received when you heard the Good News. The Good News has been preached all over the world, 

and I, Paul, have been appointed by God to proclaim it." (NLT) 

For more information on forgiving yourself, I recommend going through my teaching entitled, 

"Forgiving yourself." I also highly recommend my teaching entitled, "A love relationship 

w/Jesus." 

Speak to the pain and release it into Jesus' hands 

Lastly, go to the pain, the emotional wound that is hidden within you, and confront it with the 

healing love of Christ. Knowing that Jesus has paid for your emotional wounds, hurts, pains, and 

http://www.greatbiblestudy.com/condemnation_conviction.php
http://www.greatbiblestudy.com/condemnation_conviction.php
http://www.greatbiblestudy.com/forgiving_yourself.php
http://www.greatbiblestudy.com/loving_yourself.php
http://www.greatbiblestudy.com/loving_yourself.php
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sorrows, tell the inner hurt, painful memories, and emotional affliction to leave in the name of 

Jesus. Then call upon Jesus to remove those things from you. You might pray something like 

this, "Lord Jesus, I love you, thank you for bearing my burden on the cross. I ask that take these 

inner hurts, painful memories, and emotional wounds from me right now. I submit them to you, 

and accept your peace in place of those things which I am giving up." 

The next step is to seek deliverance from any spirits that are involved in your mind or emotions. 

These spirits must be confronted and cast out in Jesus' name. You may attempt this yourself as a 

self-deliverance, or seek a qualified deliverance minister to help you with this step. If you begin 

to experience overwhelming or strong demonic reactions from the below prayer, or if the spirits 

aren't coming out, then it is recommended to seek deliverance from a qualified minister. 

If you are not yet a believer in Christ, then I do not recommend confronting any evil spirits until 

you do. Without Christ, the demons are nothing to mess with, they are powerful spiritual beings, 

and without Christ, they are not yet disarmed in your life (see Colossians 2:13-15). If you would 

like to accept Jesus right now as your Lord and savior, go before Him now with a prayer like 

this, "Lord Jesus Christ, I realize I am a sinner. I believe you died and shed your blood for the 

remission of my sins, so that I may have eternal life. Right now, I turn from my sins and ask that 

you come into my life, changing me into a new person and washing all my sins away. I receive 

you as my personal Lord and Savior. Amen." 

A simple self-deliverance prayer might go something like this, "I now come against any unclean 

spirits that have been influencing my mind, will and emotions, and I take authority over these 

spirits in the mighty name of Jesus. I command any such spirits to come out and depart from me, 

and every part of me, in Jesus name! COME OUT!" 

If you still need help, and many reading this teaching will, please don't hesitate to seek help from 

a qualified deliverance minister. If you have deep emotional wounds or have Disassociated 

Identity Disorder (DID/MPD), it would not hurt to check with your minister to be sure that they 

are capable of working with cases of disassociation, and realize that alters (parts of your mind 

that are locked up) are not demons, but parts of you that need to receive healing and possibly 

deliverance. 

To Inner Healing 

Re-assess the Situation 

Take a moment to re-assess the situation. Now that you understand that the issue is your issue 

and not the person who hurt you evaluate how things have changed. 

There was a time in my life when I was planting a church in a rural Nevada community. Three 

times in 5 years I had people rise against me and try to split the church. It was a very painful 

experience. It taught me some precious lessons, but one lesson that I refused to learn was that 

being a pastor was not worth it. 
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I may have felt like it at times, and Lord knows I wanted to throw in the towel more than once 

but I knew that just because people choose to behave in ways that are not healthy or good, does 

not mean all people do that, or that they do so out of nefarious motives. 

Most of the time they are just reacting out of their woundedness, and I happened to hit upon the 

wound. When you clean the wounds of sheep, they sometimes bite. 

If I had allowed myself to nurse the offense and had gone off sulking about how unfair it was to 

be wounded for doing my job, I would not be where I am today. 

The next church I pastored, was a tremendous blessing to me and opened the doors into the 

ministry that I never thought was possible. 

When you re-evaluate the situation and re-assess what is going on, you will realize that the 

circumstances are not always what they seem and that they have more than likely changed. 

Re-evaluation, however, must be ongoing in the journey of life. If the apostle Paul had not re-

evaluated John Mark, we would not have the second Gospel. 

Change Your Mind 

Clarence Macartney told this story about Leonardo da Vinci. The story itself may not be true, but 

it well illustrates a point. 

Just before da Vinci began work on his famous fresco, The Last Supper, he quarreled violently 

with a fellow painter. Da Vinci was so enraged and bitter he determined that when he painted 

Judas, he would model Judas’ face after the face of his enemy. He would get revenge as future 

generations looked on Judas’ face with scorn and infamy. The face of Judas was one of the first 

he finished, and everyone easily recognized it as the face of the painter with whom he had 

quarreled.The last face da Vinci needed to paint was that of Christ; however, he made no 

progress. Something baffled him, held him back, and frustrated his best efforts.He concluded that 

the one thing that hindered him was the fact he had used his enemy’s face when painting Judas. 

He took his brush and gave Judas a new face. With ease, he then finished the face of Christ. 

A Christian cannot paint the features of Christ into his own life while painting the face of another 

with colors of enmity and hatred. 

The word repent means to change your mind. We were told to repent by John The Baptist, Jesus, 

The 12 Apostles, Jesus again after His resurrection, Peter and Paul. It is a command given to us 

everywhere in the N.T. It is unilateral. That means that it does not wait for somebody else to 

repent first. We are to do it regardless of what other people do. 

Repentance has nothing to do with one’s feelings. It involves a mindset change that brings 

different behavior. 

https://www.viralbeliever.com/god-opening-doors/
https://www.viralbeliever.com/bible-study-he-who-began-a-good-work-in-you/
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Jesus describes in the Sermon on the Mount how we are to treat our enemy: We are to bless him, 

go the extra mile, turn the other cheek, pray for him, and forgive him. None of these actions 

require our enemy to do a single thing. All address our behavior. 

Once again it has nothing to do with the one who wronged you but has everything to do with 

yourself. 

When I went through a divorce, I had to deal with my issues. Although I felt that I had been 

wronged by my former spouse and by God for allowing it to happen, I still had to deal with 

myself. 

It takes two to make a marriage work, and it takes two to break a marriage no matter if you have 

been cheated on or not. So I had to repent, (change my thinking) concerning the offense and why 

it happened. 

Minister Reconciliation 

2 CORINTHIANS 5:18-19 

18 And all of this is a gift from God, who brought us back to himself through Christ. And God 

has given us this task of reconciling people to him. 19 For God was in Christ, reconciling the 

world to himself, no longer counting people’s sins against them. And he gave us this wonderful 

message of reconciliation. 

The word ministry means to serve. 

Think of it this way. When you go to a restaurant, you are being ministered to by a waiter or 

waitress. They serve you your food. Now they can either serve you the wrong food or even 

poisoned food, or they can give you what you order. 

We have been given a task by God to serve up reconciliation. We have the choice of whether or 

not we do so, but that is our commission. 

So after you change your mind, then choose to serve reconciliation rather than revenge or 

payback. Choose to no longer count people’s sins against them. 

Think about it. Did Jesus tell everyone on the cross that He was going to get them back for what 

they did? I don’t think so. His words were “Father forgive them for they know not what they do.” 

The same thing happened when Stephen was stoned for doing nothing more than telling people 

about Jesus. Here are his words. 

ACTS 7:60 

https://www.viralbeliever.com/bible-studies/8-beatitudes/
https://www.viralbeliever.com/bible-studies/8-beatitudes/
https://www.viralbeliever.com/bible-studies/another-look-at-the-biblical-reasons-for-divorce/
https://www.viralbeliever.com/bible-studies/the-cross-of-christ/
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HE FELL TO HIS KNEES, SHOUTING, “LORD, DON’T CHARGE THEM WITH THIS 

SIN!” AND WITH THAT, HE DIED. 

This act of Stephen who served reconciliation to the end led to the conversion of Saul, who later 

was known as the Apostle Paul. 

Instead of letting the wound infect you, let your forgiveness and mercy infect others. You will be 

well on your way to inner healing. 

Rinse and Repeat 

Keep doing the first three until you no longer are controlled by unforgiveness and bitterness. 

Jesus made a compelling point when asked by Peter how many times we should forgive. Jesus 

told us to forgive 70 times seven times. (Matthew 18:22) 

Now there have been times when I wanted to keep track of how many times I had forgiven 

somebody for the same thing they had sinned against me before but never has it reached the 

491st time. 

The point is that we are to forgive and forgive again. That since we have received unlimited 

forgiveness from God, we are to give infinite forgiveness to our fellow servants. 

Jesus said Christians might need to forgive someone repeatedly. This does not mean we become 

a doormat and allow someone to abuse us. 

Forgiveness does not grant someone permission to keep hurting us. 

A spatial distance may be required, but our hearts can remain tender. 

When we forgive, we may not forget the past. To continually dredge it up, however, is not 

beneficial. 

Walk In Grace 

JAMES 4:6 

BUT HE GIVES MORE GRACE. THEREFORE HE SAYS: “GOD RESISTS THE PROUD, 

BUT GIVES GRACE TO THE HUMBLE.” 

I have a dear friend of mine that explained to me the concept of forgiveness when I was 

struggling to forgive something that somebody did to me. 

https://www.viralbeliever.com/christian-quotes/christian-quotes-on-mercy/
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He likened forgiveness to a bank loan. When you have no way to repay the debt, even though 

you are financially obligated to do so, then the bank can forgive the loan. It is called being 

charged off. 

Jesus paid the debt for us. He not only paid the bank for us but then told us we did not have to 

repay Him. 

When you forgive, you are charging off the loan. It may be owed to you, but you are choosing 

not to collect. 

The way to be empowered to do this is through humility. 

You know that you have been forgiven much more than you could ever be owed by one person. 

You remember that you are a recipient of grace, and thus you are going to extend grace. 

You are going to extend favor to someone whom you feel does not deserve it. 

A forgiving person is stronger than the one who did the wrong because it takes more strength to 

forgive than it does to injure. 

People have criticized Billy Graham because he associated with Christians who did not adhere to 

every element of doctrine important to his critics. He recited this poem as a response. 

HE DREW A CIRCLE THAT SHUT ME OUT,REBEL, HERETIC, A THING TO 

FLOUT.BUT LOVE AND I HAD THE WIT TO WIN,WE DREW A CIRCLE THAT TOOK 

HIM IN. 

To join in Christ’s work of reconciliation, we must be persons of grace. 

Make a Wrong into a Right 

There are two examples of forgiveness that I would like to share with you. One is from the life of 

King David, and one is from the parable of the prodigal son. 

In second Samuel chapters 13-18, we have the story of David and Absalom. Absalom’s brother, 

Amnon, raped Absalom’s sister, Tamar. Absalom then killed Amnon and fled. After three years, 

David brought his son back to Jerusalem but refused to see him for two years. 

David made the mistake of incomplete forgiveness. He was not completely healed on the inside. 

Compare that with the story of the prodigal son. (Luke 15:11-32) That father ran to his son, 

embraced him, kissed him, clothed him, killed the fatted calf, enjoyed him, through a party for 

him and defended him. 

https://www.viralbeliever.com/scripture-topics/bible-verses-about-grace/
https://www.viralbeliever.com/christian-quotes/billy-graham-quotes/
https://www.viralbeliever.com/bible-studies/bible-study-king-david/
https://www.viralbeliever.com/bible-studies/bible-study-king-david/


 

ALL NATIONS BIBLE INSTITUTION & PROJECTS INNER HEALING – DANNYBOY PIETERSE 

 

ALL NATIONS BIBLE INSTITUTION & PROJECTS 

This is the example of the Father’s love and forgiveness towards us. It is complete forgiveness. 

So which type of forgiveness are you going to choose? 

Corrie ten Boom closes The Hiding Place with the story of speaking at a church in Munich after 

World War II. A German SS man who had guarded the shower room door in the processing 

center at Ravensbruck Concentration Camp was in the service. 

When ten Boom saw him, she suddenly remembered the roomful of mocking men, the heaps of 

clothing, and her sister Betsie’s pain-blanched face. He came to ten Boom as the church was 

emptying, beaming and bowing. “Fraulein,” he said, “to think that, as you say, He has washed 

my sins away.” 

He thrust out his hand to shake hers; but ten Boom, who had spoken to others concerning the 

need to forgive, kept her hand at her side. As she fought with her anger, she prayed, Lord, 

forgive me and help me to forgive him. 

She tried to smile and struggled to raise her hand, but could not. 

Again, she prayed, Jesus, I cannot forgive him. Give me Your forgiveness. She writes, 

“As I took his hand the most incredible thing happened. From my shoulder along my arm and 

through my hand a current seemed to pass from me to him, while into my heart sprang a love for 

this stranger that almost overwhelmed me.“And so I discovered that it is not on our forgiveness 

any more than our goodness that the world’s healing hinges, but on His. When He tells us to love 

our enemies, He gives, along with the command, the power.” 

As you go your way today, think on these words by the Apostle Paul. EPH 4:32 

Christianity: A Religion of Learning 

Christianity is a religion of instruction. Where there is no solid biblical instruction, the Christian 

system can neither commence nor continue. 

One of the basic differences between the Mosaic regime (into which one was born physically) 

and the church of Jesus Christ, is the fact that knowledge is prerequisite to identifying with the 

faith of the gospel (Jer. 31:31-34). Jesus declared that favor with God must involve instruction, 

reception, comprehension, and commitment (Jn. 6:45). 

Anyone with a smattering of Bible knowledge, and any experience at all within our brotherhood, 

is aware of the fact that the church of today is facing a time of great crisis. 

We have those among us who have a pathetically low regard for the concept of Bible inspiration 

and authority. Not a few have made serious compromises with the dogma of evolution in an 

effort to mesh with society. 

https://www.viralbeliever.com/scripture-topics/15-inspirational-bible-verses-about-love/
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Many of our people are very fuzzy on what constitutes a Christian. They think the church of 

Christ is but another denomination. A number of prominent personalities contend that there are 

few guidelines for regulating worship, and so the church must jazz-up its services to appeal to an 

entertainment-oriented culture. Basic truth has been thrown to the wind. 

Why are things in such a state of chaos? One of the reasons is ignorance. There probably has not 

been a time in this century when Bible knowledge among the Lord’s people has sunk to such a 

base level. Let us be more specific. 

A Crisis of Spiritual Ignorance 

We are suffering a leadership crisis. Where are the godly elders who know the Bible from cover 

to cover? Where are the bishops who can, and will, stand and exhort in sound doctrine and 

convict the gainsayers (Tit. 1:9). 

There are still some great elders, but far too many who are serving in this capacity have been 

given the job because they were successful businessmen, had wealth, or possessed other traits 

that were wholly unrelated to tending the flock of God. 

The church has on its hands a new generation of preachers who have matriculated through some 

of our schools (or denominational seminaries), but who do not understand the most elementary 

matters about the role of the gospel preacher. They are experts in everything except the Word of 

God. 

These new princes are theological clones who can scarcely frame a sentence that the common 

man can understand. They know nothing, teach nothing, and stand for nothing—but, 

unfortunately, numerous people love it this way. 

It is no longer the case that the average person in the pew is a good Bible student. Everyone has 

probably heard the old story about the judge who couldn’t find a Bible in his courtroom with 

which to swear in a witness. So he simply called for a Christian man and had the witness place 

his hand upon the brother’s head. 

The days are gone when God’s people were known as a “Bible-toting, Bible-quoting, Bible-

living” people. Many members of the church never carry a Bible to worship, and they could not 

cite scriptural references on the most basic doctrinal issues. 

Most of our schools are not the solid training centers they used to be. The time was when the 

presidents and faculty-members of our colleges were great gospel preachers and teachers who 

knew how to powerfully proclaim the truth and win souls. They were rich in Bible knowledge. 

Many of our current administrators have arrived in their positions because they are adept at fund-

raising. 

Too, we have become so “degree” oriented that we have allowed the secular accrediting systems 

to structure our teaching programs according to their ideals. Many labor under the illusion that 
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one cannot be an effective herald of the gospel unless he has at least a Master’s degree. Is it any 

wonder that some of our schools have become the Trojan horse by which corruption has wormed 

its way into the church? 

Some colleges constitute one of the greatest threats to the church today. 

The Bible school literature that we have produced in recent decades is woefully anemic. It is 

hard to find material that is strong in doctrine. The current slick and colorful literature is filled 

with case-study scenarios and role-playing exercises that rely more on human wisdom than a 

respect for the authority of God’s Word. 

Our homes are void of biblical instruction. Domestic lives are so crowded — both dad and mom 

working, children are involved in school, sports, etc. — that virtually all religious instruction has 

been left up to the Bible school, which, in many instances, represents a sorry effort. A hastily-

prepared, Saturday-night lesson, with a fill-in-the-blanks format, simply will not provide the 

foundation for spiritual stability. 

Most congregations are suffering serious attendance problems. Only a fraction of the local 

church attends Sunday or Wednesday evening gatherings. Aside from the Lord’s day morning 

assembly, only a skeleton crew will attend the services of a gospel meeting. Almost no teenagers 

will be in evidence. It is utterly amazing at the casual way in which many children of God treat 

the meetings of the church. Neglect of the assemblies for trivial circumstances — even by 

leaders and Bible class teachers — is a common occurrence. 

A Final Word 

The crisis we face is real and deadly. Unless there is a revival of interest among church leaders, 

unless there is some resurgence of rich teaching of the sacred Scriptures, unless there is a 

rekindling of passion for the cause of Christ within the church—we are in for rough times. 

The church cannot flourish if she continues to drift in the same sluggish direction she has 

embraced in recent years. May God help us to responsibly address these problems? 

How are people destroyed from a lack of knowledge 

(Hosea 4:6)? 

Question: "How are people destroyed from a lack of knowledge (Hosea 4:6)?" 

 

Answer: Hosea 4:6 says, “My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge.” What was it that Israel did 

not know, and why was that lack of knowledge so dangerous? 

 

The rest of verse 6 helps explain: “Because you have rejected knowledge, I reject you from being a priest 

to me. And since you have forgotten the law of your God, I also will forget your children” (KJV). It’s 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Hos%204.6
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important to note the structure of the verse: “rejected knowledge” is parallel to “forgotten the law.” 

This fits the context of the opening verse of the chapter, which states that Israel failed to acknowledge 

the LORD as their God (Hosea 4:1). The people did not simply lack knowledge; they actively rejected it. 

 

Another parallel offers a deeper understanding of the passage. Because Israel had “rejected” knowledge 

(God’s Law), God would “reject” them. Because Israel had “forgotten” God’s Law, He would “forget” 

their children (He would remove His future blessing from the nation). As a result of God “rejecting” and 

“forgetting” Israel, they would be destroyed. Hosea’s message is in line with Moses’ warning to the 

nation that God would remove His blessing from a disobedient people (Deuteronomy 28). 

 

Hosea 4:1-2 emphasize that Israel’s lack of knowledge was not mere ignorance, but active sin against 

God: “There is no faithfulness or steadfast love, and no knowledge of God in the land; there is swearing, 

lying, murder, stealing, and committing adultery; they break all bounds, and bloodshed follows 

bloodshed.” The people were only ignorant of the Law because they actively ignored it. 

 

Hosea’s warnings went unheeded, and Israel was conquered by Assyria during his ministry. Yet, even in 

judgment, God spares a remnant and restores His relationship with them. The prophecies of Hosea 

reflect this pattern. Israel was judged, yet the Lord would later restore His people whom He loved. 

 

The coming of Jesus Christ illustrates God’s love to the fullest degree. Jesus died for the sins of all 

people, offering every person the opportunity to come to faith in Him (John 3:16; Ephesians 2:8-9). To 

those who do believe, Jesus is “wisdom from God” (1 Corinthians 1:30). Because of Christ, there is no 

need for anyone ever again to be “destroyed from a lack of knowledge.” 

A Lack of Knowledge 

Sometimes the grind of low enthusiasm results from not having sufficient knowledge to address 

life's difficulties. While additional training in management or finances or parenting or vocational 

skills can certainly help, all knowledge must be built upon a foundation of spiritual wisdom. In 

verses 98–100 of Psalm 119, the composer speaks of the superiority of the Word over three 

sources of truth held in high esteem by the world.  

1. The Word makes us wiser than our enemies.  

Your commandments make me wiser than my enemies,  

For they are ever mine. (119:98)  

The world places great importance on knowledge gained from experience. In this case, the 

songwriter mentions experience in dealing with our enemies. But he says that the one who has a 

grasp of the Word is wiser than his enemies. Sometimes difficult people can drag our enthusiasm 

down. Divine wisdom will help us rise above the negative effects of people who drag us down.  

2. The Word gives us more insight than all our teachers.  

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Hos%204.1
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Deut%2028
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Hos%204.1-2
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%203.16
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%202.8-9
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor%201.30
https://biblia.com/bible/nlt/Ps%20119
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I have more insight than all my teachers,  

For Your testimonies are my meditation. (119:99)  

The world also emphasizes the importance of getting knowledge from education. While 

additional knowledge in a field of study or training in a particular skill never hurts, the Lord says 

that the one who knows the Word possesses more insight than his educators. What good is an Ivy 

League education in business or law if you don't know how to live wisely? What help is a 

vocational certification if moral foolishness leads you astray?  

3. The Word causes us to have more understanding than the aged.  

I understand more than the aged,  

Because I have observed Your precepts. (119:100)  

I wholeheartedly encourage respect for older people. I'm becoming one of them! Yet I have 

noticed that age doesn't necessarily lead to understanding. On the contrary, I have observed 

many old fools and have learned from many young sages. Verse 100 declares that one who obeys 

God's Word gains more understanding than many years without the benefit of the Scriptures. In 

Job 32:8–9, we find a similar observation:  

But it is a spirit in man,  

And the breath of the Almighty gives them understanding. 

The abundant in years may not be wise,  

Nor may elders understand justice.  

A knowledge and application of the written truths of the Word will better equip us for life than 

the combined advantages of hard-knock experiences, dedicated teachers, and even decades of 

living. The Scriptures provide more than mere knowledge. From the Bible, we receive insight. 

Insight translates to effectiveness. Effectiveness leads to success. Success builds confidence. And 

confidence inspires enthusiasm.  

Knowing and applying the Word equips us for life better than experiences, teachers, and even 

decades of living. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://biblia.com/bible/nlt/Job%2032.8%E2%80%939
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CONTROLLING YOUR MIND 

“I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have 

trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.” - John 16:33 

Most of us don’t jump for joy when we consider that we will face a life of challenges. To be 

frank, John 16:33 is not the most encouraging of Scriptures, when we recognize that Jesus is 

promising us we will be faced with many hardships. However, when we read on to the latter part 

of that verse, we see that he also promises the certainty that we will overcome through his 

strength. 

My life has been no shortage of challenges. I’ve been sexually assaulted, suffered the death of 

both my parents and all my grandparents, faced financial challenges, parented alone for many 

years, suffered several forms of abuse, endured loneliness, encountered parenting woes with my 

children, battled suicidal thoughts, lost everything I owned in a flood, and much more. And 

while your list may vary from mine, I have no doubt that you, too, can create an extensive list of 

the challenges you’ve walked through in your life. The ups and downs of this world are at the 

very least a “constant” that many of us will face. 

The certainty of challenges means that we must become good at recognizing the value of 

perseverance. The value of simply “staying the course” is one that we must understand and 

frankly, learn to embrace. While the midst of the hardship can sometimes seems unbearable and 

the challenges insurmountable, we always have John 16:33b to lean on. Take heart, my friends. 

Take heart. Our Savior has overcome the world! 

But when you are in the midst of a challenge, as many of you likely are right now, it can be hard 

to see the value of perseverance. Let me share with you a few things that the Lord has taught me 

through the journey of hardships: 

1. Increased faith. 

Faith is the confidence that what we hope for will actually happen; it gives us assurance about 

things we cannot see. - Hebrew 11:1 (NLT). 

The faith to believe God in times of uncertainty is a learned habit that we strive to increase in our 

Christian walk. I don’t know about you, but there have been times in my life when it has been 

really hard to have faith that God is going to move that mountain. The mountain seems to big, 

too hard, too permanent. The mountain covers the sky from some angles, and there’s seem to be 

no way over or around it. 

But the thing about faith is that it increases as we practice it in the face of struggle. I’ve learned 

more about my God and myself through the darkest of moments. There is no mountaintop 

experience without the valley experience. The depths of the valley of loneliness, marital 

challenges, hurt, and pain, create a more meaningful experience on the mountaintop. I could’ve 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=joh+16:33
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=joh+16:33
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=joh+16:33
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=heb+11:1-1
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never enjoyed my mountaintop experiences the way I have been able to without the darkest 

moments in my valleys. 

2. Increased joy. 

Be aware! Joy is not happiness. Happiness is good. It’s laughter and warm sun on a smiling face. 

It’s the celebration of a bride walking down the aisle, the birth of a sweet baby, the celebration of 

a promotion at work. But happiness is temporary. It’s fleeting – comes and goes like the wind. 

That warm sun can quickly fade to thunderstorms. That laughter may one day be tears.  That 

bride could soon face marital challenges. That new baby may be really hard to parent in the 

future. That promotion could lead to extra stress on the job. 

Life’s circumstances can dictate our happiness. But joy...oh sweet joy. Now, that’s a different 

story. Joy is a fruit of the Spirit. (See Galatians 5:22-23). Joy is permanent. It comes from an 

acceptance that Jesus is Lord, God is Father, and that the Spirit produces it. 

Joy is the understanding that God carries us through the difficulties of life. Joy is the knowledge 

that this life is temporary and its circumstances also temporary. Perseverance is cresting to the 

other side of happiness to find the deep joy that awaits. 

For example, there was a time, many years ago, when my husband and I almost lost our 

marriage. It was a dark time, when there were too many problems to list. We had both failed to 

invest in our marriage the way we should, and time took its toll. The happiness of my wedding 

day was replaced with a deep sadness. 

But over time and with lots of work, perseverance led us to a place of great intimacy in our 

marriage that we now enjoy today. I have joy in my marriage that it is forever, knowing we are 

both committed to the process of improving it daily. I wouldn’t have known that joy, but for the 

hardships we’ve faced.  

3. Increased influence. 

In 2007, I started a small Bible study for single mothers.  There were three single moms who 

attended. Today, 83,000 single mothers a year connect to a single moms’ Bible study in a church 

through The Life of a Single Mom Ministries. 

I am certain that my years of parenting alone gave me credibility with single mothers to know 

that I had been there, done that, and lived to tell about it. I know that the long days of taking 

small kids to the grocery store as a young single mom with little money and even smaller 

patience led to the development of that ministry. What would’ve happened if I didn’t persevere? 

What would’ve happened to that 83,000 single mothers last year if I hadn’t surrendered my life 

to Christ, endured the difficulties of single motherhood, and taken the leap of faith to start that 

ministry? 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=ga+5:22-23
https://www.biblestudytools.com/
https://thelifeofasinglemom.com/
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Sometimes, our commitment to persevere through our difficulties is the very thing the Lord will 

use to show us our calling. Maybe you’ve endured cancer, the death of a spouse, financial 

difficulties, or something else. The ability to sit with a friend and hold her hand through that 

same thing will be one that God may very well use later in your life. Praise God for the 

hardships. It will likely turn into a harvest for His glory one day. 

4. Increased strength. 

When I’m at the gym and I see someone hold the plank position for several minutes, or do 

countless push-ups, or battle through mountain-climbers and burpees at a rate of speed that far 

exceeds my own, I have great admiration for their strength. When a lady in her forties and waves 

goodbye and her arms don’t jiggle for thirty seconds afterwards, I admire those arms! But I 

would be ignorant to think that such physical attributes were just stumbled upon that day at the 

gym. 

That mountain-climber extraordinaire did not wake up Saturday morning and decide she could 

do 100 mountain-climbers. She worked at it. She exercised her muscle repeatedly. The same is 

true for our spiritual strength.  Increased strength comes from exercising those muscles. Strength 

comes in the persevering of life. Strength is developed in the pushing through, when everything 

inside us wants to quit. Strength is developed in the training season, so that perseverance is 

birthed over time and becomes our habit and knee-jerk reaction to hardships. 

5. Increased peace. 

“I am leaving you with a gift – peace of mind and heart. And the peace I give is a gift the world 

cannot give. So don’t be troubled or afraid” - John 14:27 (NLT).  

I have no doubt that the night the disciples were on the boat and the storm came while Jesus 

slept, they were convinced the storm would take them out. I also have no doubt that when Jesus 

awoke and commanded the storm to calm that it was a forever life-changing experience that none 

forgot. 

The storms of life are inevitable. They are scary. And many of them seem like they could take us 

out. They are so big and so scary that we don’t know how we’ll ever get to the other side. 

But… when our Jesus stands and utters the words, “Peace be still,” it makes the endurance of the 

storm all worth it. For in that command, we see the power of God. We see the strength of His 

mighty, victorious hand. We see the certainty that in our worlds we’ll face trouble, but we’ll also 

face the knowing that our God overcame it all. 

Jennifer Maggio is a national voice for single mothers and hurting women. Her personal story 

has been featured in hundreds of media venues including The New York Times, Christian 

Broadcasting, Daystar Television, Focus on the Family Magazine, and many others. She is Chief 

Executive Officer of The Life of a Single Mom Ministries, a national nonprofit that works with 

churches to develop single mom’s programs and serves more than 1,500 churches and 83,000 

single mothers annually. For more information, visit www.thelifeofasinglemom.com.  

http://www.thelifeofasinglemom.com/
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Controlling Your Thoughts 

Philippians 4:8  

Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, 

whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything 

worthy of praise, think about these things.  

Romans 12:2   

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by 

testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.  

Colossians 3:5-10   

Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: sexual immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, 

and covetousness, which is idolatry. On account of these the wrath of God is coming. In these 

you too once walked, when you were living in them. But now you must put them all away: 

anger, wrath, malice, slander, and obscene talk from your mouth. Do not lie to one another, 

seeing that you have put off the old self with its practices ...  

Mark 7:20-22   

And he said, “What comes out of a person is what defiles him. For from within, out of the heart 

of man, come evil thoughts, sexual immorality, theft, murder, adultery, coveting, wickedness, 

deceit, sensuality, envy, slander, pride, foolishness.  

Galatians 5:16-26   

But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. For the desires of 

the flesh are against the Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit are against the flesh, for these are 

opposed to each other, to keep you from doing the things you want to do. But if you are led by 

the Spirit, you are not under the law. Now the works of the flesh are evident: sexual immorality, 

impurity, sensuality, idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, 

dissensions, divisions, ...  

Philippians 4:8-9   

Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, 

whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything 

worthy of praise, think about these things. What you have learned and received and heard and 

seen in me—practice these things, and the God of peace will be with you.  

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+4%3A8&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+12%3A2&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians+3%3A5-10&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+7%3A20-22&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians+5%3A16-26&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+4%3A8-9&version=ESV
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What is wisdom? How does the Bible define 
it? How can we be wise before God’s eyes? 

What is Wisdom? 

Wisdom isn’t simply intelligence or knowledge or even understanding. It is the ability to use these 

to think and act in such a way that common sense prevails and choices are beneficial and 

productive. That is my definition anyway. You don’t get wisdom out of a textbook. You don’t get 

knowledge enough to make you wise. You don’t receive understanding from simply hearing 

others. Experience might be one of the most valuable tools in acquiring wisdom. That is to say, 

what we learn from experience gives us the wisdom whether to try a particular thing or make a 

certain choice or not. You can hear lectures on swimming, you can read books on swimming, and 

you can understand the buoyancy of water from observation but until you jump in the water and 

get some experience, you won’t have true wisdom about the water and that may make all the 

difference between swimming and drowning.   Experience is often the best teacher. 

The Beginning and End of Wisdom 

Wisdom begins and ends with the fear of the Lord. It isn’t a fear of being struck by lightning or 

fear of being struck dead but it’s a deep, abiding, holy reverence and respect for the Lord and for 

His Word, the Bible. The Book of Proverbs has more to say about wisdom than any other book in 

the Bible. For example in Proverbs 9:10 Solomon, who was the wisest man on earth, at least until 

Christ came, said that “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and the knowledge of the 

Holy One is insight.” Where there is fear, there tends to be obedience and God has said He prefers 

obedience over sacrifice (1 Sam 15:22; Hosea 6:6). Sometimes obedience comes before 

understanding and when someone obeys what they know to be true, understanding usually follows. 

Wisdom begins with reverence for God and a fear for Him and His Word. That’s where wisdom 

begins. Where there is no fear of the Lord, there can never be any true wisdom. It’s just not 

possible. 
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The New Testament Book of Wisdom 

The Book of James has been called the New Testament book of wisdom by many because it 

contains wisdom for the church and is considered part of what is called “wisdom literature” and 

indeed it has much wisdom in it. James saw the value of wisdom and explains this when he wrote 

“If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all without reproach, and 

it will be given him” (James 1:5). When Solomon became King of Israel, he could have asked God 

for many things but what did he ask for? Solomon asked for wisdom (1 King 3:9) and God 

answered that prayer and “God said to him, “Since you have asked for this and not for long life or 

wealth for yourself, nor have asked for the death of your enemies but for discernment in 

administering justice.  I will do what you have asked. I will give you a wise and discerning heart, 

so that there will never have been anyone like you, nor will there ever be” (1 King 3:11-12). His 

wisdom grew so greatly that almost all that heard of him came to seek his wisdom and “came from 

the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon” (Luke 11:31). James understood that it is a 

good thing to pray for and ask God for wisdom. James asked the rhetorical question “Who is wise 

and understanding among you? By his good conduct let him show his works in the meekness of 

wisdom” (James 3:13) but there is a difference between earthly wisdom (James 3:15) and godly 

wisdom as he writes “the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, open to reason, 

full of mercy and good fruits, impartial and sincere” (James 3:17). 

Jesus’ Wisdom 

Jesus was said to be “full of wisdom” (Mark 6:2) by those who heard Him and as a young child 

He grew in wisdom rapidly (Luke 2:40; 52). Jesus told the disciples that when persecution begins 

to grow “I will give you a mouth and wisdom, which none of your adversaries will be able to 

withstand or contradict” (Luke 21:15) indicating that He, as God, is the true source of all wisdom. 

When Jesus came to teach “to his hometown he taught them in their synagogue, so that they were 

astonished, and said, “Where did this man get this wisdom and these mighty works” (Matt 13:54)? 

It is ascribed to Jesus this praise “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and 

honor and power and might be to our God forever and ever! Amen” (Rev 7:12) and “Worthy is the 

https://wp-media.patheos.com/blogs/sites/348/2015/05/The-fear-of-the-Lord-is.jpg


 

ALL NATIONS BIBLE INSTITUTION & PROJECTS INNER HEALING – DANNYBOY PIETERSE 

 

ALL NATIONS BIBLE INSTITUTION & PROJECTS 

Lamb who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might and honor and glory and 

blessing” (Rev 5:12)! Solomon’s wisdom could not compare to the wisdom of Jesus because being 

God Himself, no other greater wisdom can be found and truly “something greater than Solomon 

is here” (Luke 11:31c). 

The Benefits of Wisdom 

When you’re a child, you don’t see the value in being disciplined but “The rod and reproof give 

wisdom, but a child left to himself brings shame to his mother” (Prov 29:15) and “He who loves 

wisdom makes his father glad” (Prov 29:3a). How can we be wise in our own eyes before God? 

For one thing “Whoever trusts in his own mind is a fool, but he who walks in wisdom will be 

delivered” (Prov 28:26) and it is “By wisdom a house is built, and by understanding it is 

established” (Prov 24:3). The value of wisdom is seen in Solomon’s statement “Buy truth, and do 

not sell it; buy wisdom, instruction, and understanding” (Prov 23:23). 

Wisdom 

 See also Discernment, Spiritual; Education; God, Intelligence of; God, Omniscience of; 

God, Wisdom of; Holy Ghost, Gifts of; Intelligence; Knowledge; Learn; Prudence; 

Understanding; Wise 

 Filled with the spirit of wisdom, Ex. 28:3. 

 Filled him with the spirit of God, in wisdom, Ex. 31:3 (35:31). 

 Do them; for this is your wisdom, Deut. 4:6. 

 Joshua … was full of the spirit of wisdom, Deut. 34:9. 

 Wisdom of God was in him, 1 Kgs. 3:28. 

 God gave Solomon wisdom, 1 Kgs. 4:29. 

 Solomon exceeded all … for wisdom, 1 Kgs. 10:23 (2 Chr. 9:22). 

 With the ancient is wisdom, Job 12:12. 

 Where wisdom shall be found, Job 28:12. 

 Fear of the Lord, that is wisdom, Job 28:28 (Ps. 111:10; Prov. 9:10). 

 Multitude of years should teach wisdom, Job 32:7. 

 Mouth of the righteous speaketh wisdom, Ps. 37:30. 

 Him that by wisdom made the heavens, Ps. 136:5. 

 Know wisdom and instruction, Prov. 1:2. 

 Fools despise wisdom and instruction, Prov. 1:7. 

 Lord giveth wisdom, Prov. 2:6. 

 Happy is the man that findeth wisdom, Prov. 3:13. 

 Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore get wisdom, Prov. 4:7. 

 Wisdom is better than rubies, Prov. 8:11. 

 Mouth of the just bringeth forth wisdom, Prov. 10:31. 

 Scorner seeketh wisdom, and findeth it not, Prov. 14:6. 

 Better is it to get wisdom than gold, Prov. 16:16. 

 He that getteth wisdom loveth his own soul, Prov. 19:8. 
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 Through wisdom is an house builded, Prov. 24:3. 

 Whoso loveth wisdom rejoiceth his father, Prov. 29:3. 

 Rod and reproof give wisdom, Prov. 29:15. 

 Man’s wisdom maketh his face to shine, Eccl. 8:1. 

 Wisdom is better than strength, Eccl. 9:16. 

 Spirit of wisdom and understanding, Isa. 11:2 (2 Ne. 21:2). 

 Wisdom of their wise men shall perish, Isa. 29:14 (1 Cor. 1:19; 2 Ne. 27:26). 

 Wisdom and knowledge shall be the stability of thy times, Isa. 33:6. 

 Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom, Jer. 9:23. 

 In all matters of wisdom and understanding … he found them ten times better, Dan. 1:20. 

 He giveth wisdom unto the wise, Dan. 2:21. 

 Wisdom, like the wisdom of the gods, was found in him, Dan. 5:11. 

 Wisdom is justified of her children, Matt. 11:19 (Luke 7:35). 

 She came … to hear the wisdom of Solomon, Matt. 12:42 (Luke 11:31). 

 Whence hath this man this wisdom, Matt. 13:54 (Mark 6:2). 

 Turn … disobedient to the wisdom of the just, Luke 1:17. 

 Child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, filled with wisdom, Luke 2:40. 

 Jesus increased in wisdom, Luke 2:52. 

 I will give you a mouth and wisdom, Luke 21:15. 

 They were not able to resist the wisdom, Acts 6:10. 

 Moses was learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, Acts 7:22. 

 Depth … of the wisdom and knowledge of God, Rom. 11:33. 

 Preach the gospel: not with wisdom of words, 1 Cor. 1:17. 

 I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 1 Cor. 1:19. 

 Hath not God made foolish the wisdom of this world, 1 Cor. 1:20 (3:19). 

 Christ … the wisdom of God, 1 Cor. 1:24. 

 We speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, 1 Cor. 2:7. 

 To one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom, 1 Cor. 12:8 (D&C 46:17). 

 Not with fleshly wisdom, but by the grace of God, 2 Cor. 1:12. 

 He hath abounded toward us in all wisdom, Eph. 1:8. 

 God … give unto you the spirit of wisdom, Eph. 1:17. 

 Known by the church the manifold wisdom of God, Eph. 3:10. 

 Filled with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom, Col. 1:9. 

 In whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge, Col. 2:3. 

 Word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, Col. 3:16. 

 Walk in wisdom toward them that are without, Col. 4:5. 

 If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, James 1:5 (D&C 42:68; JS—H 1:11). 

 Wisdom that is from above is first pure, James 3:17. 

 Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, Rev. 5:12. 

 Done in the wisdom of him who knoweth all things, 2 Ne. 2:24. 

 Their wisdom is foolishness, 2 Ne. 9:28. 

 Puffed up because of their … wisdom, 2 Ne. 9:42. 

 Spirit of wisdom and understanding, 2 Ne. 21:2. 

 See fit in mine own wisdom to reveal, 2 Ne. 27:22. 
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 Those who hearken unto my precepts … learn wisdom, 2 Ne. 28:30. 

 He counseleth in wisdom, Jacob 4:10. 

 Tell you these things that ye may learn wisdom, Mosiah 2:17. 

 Spirit … guide you in wisdom’s paths, Mosiah 2:36. 

 He has all wisdom, Mosiah 4:9 (Alma 26:35). 

 See that all these things are done in wisdom, Mosiah 4:27. 

 Learn wisdom in thy youth, Alma 37:35. 

 As they sought wisdom they might be instructed, D&C 1:26. 

 Seek not for riches but for wisdom, D&C 6:7 (11:7). 

 Be patient, my son, for it is wisdom, D&C 9:3. 

 My wisdom is greater than the cunning of the devil, D&C 10:43. 

 Treasure up wisdom in your bosoms, D&C 38:30. 

 Bring forth fruits of praise and wisdom, D&C 52:17. 

 Their wisdom shall be great, D&C 76:9. 

 Shall speak … the words of wisdom, D&C 78:2. 

 Wisdom received wisdom, D&C 88:40. 

 Teach one another words of wisdom, D&C 88:118 (109:7). 

 Shall find wisdom and great treasures of knowledge, D&C 89:19. 

 Many … are seeking diligently to learn wisdom, D&C 97:1. 

 Show forth my wisdom through the weak things, D&C 124:1. 

 Learn wisdom by humbling himself and calling upon the Lord, D&C 136:32. 

 My wisdom excelleth them all, Abr. 3:21. 

 

Wisdom of God 

Wisdom of God – The wisdom of His Word 
 

The wisdom of God has been evident since our beginning—in the Garden of Eden. Adam 

and Eve had free reign of the Garden and everything they would ever need was provided. 

But the tree in the middle of the Garden was the only thing forbidden. God warned Adam 

and Eve against eating from the tree of knowledge of good and evil. They disregarded 

God’s words. Had they listened to Him and not succumbed to temptation by the serpent, 

they would never have known evil. This was the fall, the failing, of mankind passed onto 

every generation.  

 

We wonder about all the suffering in life, why bad things happen, and the evil in the 

world; but because of Adam’s and Eve’s sin of disobedience in the Garden, we are all 

subject to those things. You might view it as an inheritance left by our ancestors. There 

has not been a person since who has not sinned against God—it’s genetic.  
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Wisdom of God – His wisdom at work 

 

The wisdom of God is demonstrated again in Genesis 6 with the story of Noah. Verses 5-

8 say, “God saw how great man’s wickedness on the earth had become, and that every 

inclination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil all the time. The Lord was grieved 

that he had made man on the earth, and his heart was filled with pain. So the Lord said, ‘I 

will wipe mankind whom I have created, from the face of the earth—men and 

animals’...but Noah found favor in the eyes of God.” Only Noah and his family were 

saved when God sent the flood. It was by God’s wisdom the earth was replenished with a 

righteous generation.  

 

Paul writes in Ephesians 3 about the mystery of the Gospel to the Gentiles. Speaking of 

God he says in verse 10, “His intent was that now, through the church, the manifold 

wisdom of God should be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly 

realms, according to his eternal purpose which he accomplished in Christ Jesus our 

Lord.”  

 

Wisdom of God – Having the Wisdom of God 

 

Can mankind be given the wisdom of God? There are many verses revealing that God 

does indeed gift us with His wisdom. None is perhaps as well known for wisdom as King 

Solomon. “God gave Solomon wisdom and very great insight, and a breadth of 

understanding as measureless as the sand on the seashore” (1 Kings 4:29). Other 

examples are found in 1 Kings 5:12; 10:24; Exodus 31:3 (Moses); Deuteronomy 34:9 

(Joshua) and Ephesians 1:17 (Paul’s prayer in Ephesus).  

 

After discussing life’s trials, James 1:5 says, “If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask 

God who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to him.”  

 

Without wisdom, life can be thorny. Our human wisdom can lead us into more trouble, 

life can seem very unfair. If life contained perfect justice, every one of us would suffer 

eternally for every shortcoming in our imperfect lives. It is better than fair that a 

righteous Savior bridges the gap between imperfect man and a perfect God with infinite 

wisdom. Seeking the wisdom of God is the answer to each and every individual. If we 

can turn our heart to Him and allow His Word to guide us, we will live a life totally 

embraced with God’s love and wisdom. 
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The Difference Between Knowledge and 

Wisdom (and Does IQ Matter?) 

Let’s for a second imagine two very different people, with two very different backgrounds, 

studying the same thing in their own unique ways. In this case, it’s the sea. The first is a 

university professor, someone who is an expert on oceanography; the second is an old-fashioned 

fisherman. 

The professor went out into the world, conquered its many challenges, eventually finding himself 

at the most prestigious of universities, learning at the edge of our collective knowledge. The 

fisherman, however, did what he was expected: He graduated from high school — itself quite an 

achievement in his community — but then, he took over from his father, tending to the waters 

that surrounded them, just as his own father had taken over from his father before him. 

Over the decades, these men studied exactly the same domain but from different vantage points, 

with slightly different purposes. The professor knew all of the forces governing the bodies of 

water on Earth, but he spent little time in the actual sea. The fisherman, naturally, spent all of his 

time in the sea, but he knew little of the fancy terminology. 

Now, let’s ask an interesting question: Who out of these men has a deeper understanding of how 

the sea works — the professor or the fisherman? 

It’s a tough question, and it’s also an ambiguous one. If your first urge is to ask your own 

question in response to clarify what is meant by “a deeper understanding,” I’d say that’s a good 

step. Context here matters. And yet, when in different forms this question is asked in philosophy 

(rationalism vs. empiricism) or in psychology (Do IQ tests measure something meaningful as it 

relates to the lived world?) or in terms of the utility of logic (abstractions vs. reality), many 

people settle for one side and have a hard time reconciling the two in a way that does both of 

them justice. 

At its core, this question is really a question of knowledge: How do we gain knowledge about the 

world? Rationalism says that it comes from our thoughts (from language, reason, and 

mathematics), whereas empiricism says that it comes from our senses (from observations, habit-

patterns, and intuitions), and once this distinction has been made, each school carves its path 

further away from the other, leading to futile arguments that ignore the possibility that maybe 

simple reduction isn’t the best way forward here. 

My own starting point is slightly different. First, I suggest that a better way to look at this is to 

distinguish between knowledge and wisdom, and then, I also suggest that we move away from 

the rationalist-empiricist dichotomy. In Buddhism, for example, there is no dichotomy, because 

in many traditions, thought itself is considered to be a sense, just a more powerful one — in a 

way, a secondary one. Their starting point is consciousness, and from there, they see each of the 

capabilities of the human body — sight, sound, smell, touch, taste, and yes, thought — as a point 

of inquiry into the nature of reality. 
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It’s very clear that humans don’t experience all that consciousness has to offer. Snakes, for 

example, can see things in their field of consciousness that humans can’t. Similarly, dogs can 

smell things in their field of consciousness that humans can’t. This doesn’t mean that these sights 

and smells don’t exist in human environments; it just means that humans don’t have the 

evolutionary bodies that can tap into these different kinds of experiences. Hypothetically, if 

consciousness is an infinite dark field, then each sense can be thought of as a small bright light 

that illuminates one part of it to uncover reality. A dog’s or a snake’s field lights up different 

parts than that of a human’s field, but neither captures the whole thing. 

The interesting thing about humans, however, is that we have this capacity for complex thinking, 

which allows us to create knowledge. Now, what is knowledge? Going with the current analogy, 

knowledge is the ability to reach beyond a single isolated light into the infinite field of 

consciousness. You might be able to refine and train your hearing and your sight to allow you to 

study more of reality, but there is still a limit to what you can hear and smell, which means that 

the reach of the five senses is limited. The reach of the sixth sense, the secondary sense — 

thought — allows us to use language and mathematics to create abstractions that can predict 

what will happen in a galaxy a million light-years away from here. In a way, it allows us to 

create additional senses to explore consciousness and the Universe with. That said, and this is 

why its a secondary sense, none of this is a matter of direct experience, and that brings with it 

occasional problems. 

Thought and knowledge impose abstractions onto reality, and with the right thought and the right 

knowledge, they allow us to map this reality fairly well. That said, no matter how good the map 

is, it’s still a map and not the actual thing. Observations and intuitions through the other five 

senses allow us to directly experience this reality. There is no map. It’s just a bare, naked 

experience that connects to the brain. Now, it’s well-known that these other five senses can lead 

us astray (through cognitive biases or poor emotional regulation), but if adequately trained (as 

contemplative traditions like Buddhism aim to do), then they are a far stronger reflection of a 

particular lived environment than thought. 

It’s no coincidence that advanced meditators, who have refined their senses to a higher degree 

than people less acquainted with the path, are said to possess a higher degree of wisdom, and 

that’s because their experience of reality is truer, less clouded. They have learned to directly 

interact with their surroundings in a way that harmonizes their being with that of the being 

around them. In this way, we can say that thinking, the secondary sense, is what allows us to 

build knowledge (which is both collective — creating science — and individual — learning 

science), and in this way, knowledge errs towards rationalism. But the other five senses allow us 

to create wisdom, which is only ever individual, and it errs towards empiricism. Reducing one to 

the other ignores the fact that they are interactive in a way that perhaps we don’t have the 

vocabulary to fully map. 

In this sense, if we take it back to the professor and the fisherman, we can say that the professor 

has knowledge about the sea, whereas the fisherman is wise in regards to how to act in harmony 

with the sea. This distinction is important because one references a secondary sense (thought) 

and its ability to explain things far beyond the reaches of the other senses (although only in terms 

of hypotheticals because it hasn’t experienced them) and the other references the five senses that 
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can be refined to understand things well enough to give us information about how to actually act 

in the world in front of us. 

If the professor suddenly went out into the sea with only his knowledge and without any 

experience, he may have a slightly easier time interacting with the sea than, say, someone who is 

completely blank, but there is no way that he would have the intuition that adequately tells him 

how to survive a storm or how to respond to the currents in the right way. Conversely, the 

fisherman may be able to navigate all of the harshness that this world throws at him, but he can’t 

tell you why in a way that makes universal sense. 

In the field of psychology, the concept of IQ, which is supposed to roughly measure general 

intelligence (mostly hereditary) has a robust history of research behind it. In fact, it’s one of the 

most concretely tested measures in the field and the correlations it shows are comparatively 

sturdy. Yet, there is a lot of controversy about whether or not it really plays as big of a role in the 

real world as is espoused by some people. Naturally, people have an incentive to both downplay 

its role (“It’s not fair that something so out of our control should dictate so much of what we get 

out of life”) and to upstage its role (It’s really hard to accurately measure these things, and some 

people have an undue confidence in establishing correlations as if they suggest something they 

actually don’t). The question, then, is: How much does IQ matter as it relates to things like 

success in the real world? 

In the framework I have laid out, IQ would roughly capture abstract thinking ability, or the 

capacity to create and accumulate knowledge. Well, does knowledge help in navigating the real 

world? Or better yet, is the professor more equipped to deal with the harshness of the sea than 

the average person? And the answer is clearly yes. That said, a fisherman doesn’t need a high IQ 

to dominate in his area of expertise if he has spent time accumulating wisdom in that particular 

domain and correcting for errors over time. 

Wisdom can be both contextual (being a great fisherman or being a great soccer player or being a 

great copywriter) or it can be general (understanding and dealing with life in a healthy way as, 

say, a monk would be better equipped to do), and both of these kinds of wisdom can be helped 

with knowledge but knowledge isn’t a requirement for them to manifest if the empirical capacity 

of the senses in the person embodying them has been developed to a high enough level of 

competence, and an IQ test has nothing useful to say about that. All it does is tell you that you 

have the inborn capacity to accumulate and create knowledge, which is clearly important, but not 

important enough, because the real world goes one step beyond theory, and that is, it requires 

action — the ability to interact with and adapt to a changing reality, which is an entirely different 

ball-game. 

When a fisherman is out in the sea, he moves with the waves, and he dances with the life-forms 

beneath him, without thought, without abstractions. He experiences subtle vibrations of physical 

matter on his body, and his brain then contextualizes these vibrations based on prior experience, 

which has been earned by prior mistakes and lessons, and it tells him exactly what to do without 

actually telling him anything at all. There is no way to entirely replicate the effect of this process 

without actually having lived the life he has lived in relation to the sea — no knowledge, no IQ 

test, can save him without this background of having walked the actual path. 
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The professor may do important work in the field of oceanography, and this work may even tell 

us something new and important about our relationship to nature, enhancing our collective 

knowledge in such a way as to push us towards a brigher future, but this domain is different from 

the domain of lived experience, different from the subtleties of reality. 

This way of thinking has a lot of benefits, but one of the clearer ones, to me, is that it reaffirms 

the truth of the old cliche that everybody can teach you something. As a naturally curious person 

— at times, an arrogant person — someone who at a young age had managed to learn a lot, and 

then learned to use that knowledge to disarm people with word-games, I have always been quick 

to think that I know more than I do — that if I can intellectually understand the logic of 

something, I get it; that I don’t always need to hear someone out, nor do I need to respect the 

wisdom of their experience and what that has taught them. 

Now, time is a generous teacher, and while I’m still not completely beyond this kind of thinking, 

I’m getting better at it — I’m more eager to pause, to listen, to give people space when they 

appear to be grasping something they feel is of substance even if they don’t have the language to 

fully communicate that substance in a way that naturally resonates with me. 

It’s easy to take one side of the argument over the other, which we usually do based on our own 

unique biases and our own unique predispositions, but the truth is that, in actuality, things are 

messy, and people are complex, and the world we interact with is even more complex. Many 

different things can be true at the same time, depending on the interactions that are in play, 

depending on the predominant context. The point is never to declare victory for rationalism or 

empiricism, or for IQ or no-IQ, but it’s to honestly assess and see what works — why, how, and 

when. 

How to Define Wisdom 

As a rule, if someone asks you to define a word, you should respond by saying, “According to 

whom? In what setting? In what book? In what chapter or verse?” Because definitions vary 

according to speakers in context and time even within the Bible. So in general, be wary of doing 

what I am about to do. 

I’m going to venture a definition of wisdom, which I think, in general, covers most of the uses in 

the Bible. I do this because we have to speak to each other. And we can’t pause every time we do 

in order to define precisely all the words we are using. Communication would be impossible if 

we tried to do that. So when we speak to each other, we have to assume, and hope for, a shared 

meaning for hundreds of words we are using, without pausing to define each one. 

So I’m going to propose a definition for wisdom first in a general sense, and then, in a few 

minutes, get a little more specific.  
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Knowledge, Insight, Resolve 

So, most generally I would put it like this: The greatest human wisdom is the factual knowledge 

and the situational insight and the necessary resolve that together have the greatest likelihood of 

success in achieving the intended, righteous goal.  

“Gold can buy almost anything in this world. But it cannot buy everlasting life and joy.”  

 

For example, in a military battle, with justice on your side, the intended, righteous goal will be 

victory. And to that end, a wise general will have the factual knowledge he needs about the 

terrain, and the weather, and the strength of the opposing army, and where they are located, and 

how they fight, and how skilled his own troops are, and how weary they are, and much other 

factual knowledge. 

And, as the battle engages, he will have the situational insight to discern in the critical moment 

that the way the enemy is slowing on the right flank is a sign that one more thrust from his elite 

troops at that weak spot will send the entire enemy force fleeing. 

And he has the necessary resolve to command the charge, knowing that failure here would be the 

loss of the battle. In a sinful and dangerous world, almost all acts of wisdom require some 

measure of courage. 

So, wisdom always combines (1) general knowledge of the facts about reality with (2) the more 

specific and the immediate discernment, or insight, or intuition into the less perceptible, but 

crucial, dynamics of the situation, with (3) the necessary resolve to act on that knowledge and 

that insight. We won’t act as wisely as we could, if we are ignorant of relevant reality, or if we 

are undiscerning of the immediate dynamics of the situation, or if we simply don’t have the 

resolve to act, because we are lazy or afraid.  

God Never Fails 

The reason I say that the greatest human wisdom has the greatest likelihood of success in 

achieving the intended, righteous goal, is that only God never fails in the achievement of his 

intended goals. The wisdom of God — his general knowledge of reality, his situational insight, 

his necessary resolve — always succeeds in achieving his intended goals.  

That’s not true of finite human beings — believing or unbelieving. The greatest human wisdom 

— with all its factual knowledge, and all its situational insight, and all its necessary resolve — 

will sometimes be thwarted in achieving its intended, righteous goals, because only God has the 

power to guarantee the success of his wisdom. 
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God’s Ways Are Unsearchable 

So, we can define God’s wisdom without any qualification. We can say: Divine wisdom is the 

perfect factual knowledge and the perfect situational insight and the omnipotent resolve that 

together will succeed in achieving his intended, righteous goals.  

Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his 

judgments and how inscrutable his ways! (Romans 11:33) 

Nobody can fathom them or thwart them. 

For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever. Amen. 

(Romans 11:36) 

Wisdom That Won’t Fail 

Now, I said a few minutes ago that I would try to define wisdom first most generally, and then 

get more specific. So, here’s my more specific definition: The greatest human wisdom is the 

factual knowledge and the situational insight and the necessary resolve that together will succeed 

in attaining full and everlasting happiness. 

And you notice, I don’t qualify it by saying it “has the greatest likelihood of success in attaining 

happiness.” Because God has ordained that no power in the universe can keep his redeemed 

people, acting in his Spirit-given wisdom, from attaining full and everlasting happiness in his 

presence. This wisdom cannot be thwarted. 

Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 2:7, “We impart a secret and hidden wisdom of God [that is, he 

imparts it to believers], which God decreed before the ages for our glory.” That divine wisdom, 

planned for his people before creation, cannot fail. When that wisdom is imparted to us by the 

Holy Spirit in the new birth, and we walk according to that wisdom in faith, we cannot fail to 

attain the glory and joy that God decreed for us before the ages.  

So, my more specific definition of the best human wisdom — the kind we want, the kind we can 

have, as a blood-bought gift of Jesus, by the Spirit, through faith — that wisdom is the factual 

knowledge and the situational insight and the necessary resolve that together succeeds in 

attaining full and everlasting happiness. 

Wisdom Works for a Greater Goal 

Now, consider just a few passages of Scripture that point to the definition I have just unfolded. 

Consider, for example, 2 Timothy 3:15: “The sacred writings [the Scriptures] are able to make 

you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.” Notice how wisdom functions. It is a means 

to a goal. Wisdom is always a good means to a good goal. The Scriptures make you wise unto 

salvation.  

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%2011.33
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Wisdom is the mental, attitudinal, volitional capacity to get somewhere. So what Paul is 

implying is this: that the Scriptures impart to you, by the Spirit, the knowledge of reality and the 

situational discernment and the necessary resolve unto salvation. They impart to you what you 

will need to walk on the narrow road of faith and obedience that leads to final salvation — to full 

and everlasting happiness in the presence of God.  

Or consider Proverbs 3:13, “Happy is the one who finds wisdom.” Biblical wisdom is not a dead-

end street leading to a cul-de-sac of misery. It is the path to deep and lasting happiness. Or 

consider Proverbs 24:13–14: 

My son, eat honey, for it is good, 

   and the drippings of the honeycomb are sweet to your taste. 

Know that wisdom is such to your soul; 

   if you find it, there will be a future [a honey-sweet future!], 

   and your hope will not be cut off [honey-sweet forever].  

If you find true wisdom, it will lead you infallibly to a happy future. And that future will last 

forever. 

So Proverbs 19:8 says, “He who gets wisdom loves himself.” Not meaning: finds himself lovely, 

but embraces for himself a glorious future. Proverbs 8:32–36 sums it up beautifully. Here 

wisdom herself is speaking and she says,  

And now, O sons, listen to me [wisdom]: 

   blessed are those who keep my ways [the ways of wisdom]. . . . 

Blessed is the one who listens to me, 

   watching daily at my gates, 

   waiting beside my doors. 

For whoever finds me [finds wisdom] finds life 

   and obtains favor from the Lord, 

but he who fails to find me injures himself; 

   all who hate me love death.  

Could it be clearer that wisdom is the knowledge and insight and resolve that successfully lead to 

full and everlasting joy? 

Better Than Gold 

Therefore, as Proverbs 16:16 says, “To get wisdom is better than gold.” Why? Because gold can 

buy almost anything in this world. But it cannot buy everlasting life and joy. 

Oh, it can buy all kinds of earthly pleasures and turn men into idiots. “Folly is a joy to him who 

has no sense” (Proverbs 15:21). But it cannot buy what we want and need most: full and 

everlasting happiness. But wisdom — true wisdom — can do that. Those who find wisdom find 

life. And those who hate her love death. 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Prov%203.13
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“Biblical wisdom is not a dead-end street leading to a cul-de-sac of misery. It is the path to deep 

and lasting happiness.”  

 

 

Outside my study at home hanging on the wall in the hall that I must pass every day is this 

beautiful calligraphy that a wise friend sent me 17 years ago. The top coin is made of silver. The 

bottom coin of gold. It says, 

Choose my instruction instead of silver, 

   knowledge rather than choice gold, 

for wisdom is more precious than rubies, 

   and nothing you desire can compare with her. (Proverbs 8:10–11, NIV) 

Because only she leads to the fulfilment of all your desires. 

How to Get Wisdom 

The beginning of wisdom is this: Get wisdom, 

   and whatever you get, get insight. (Proverbs 4:7)  

I have in mind one main path to wisdom that I want to focus on here in our setting at Bethlehem 

College & Seminary, but it would be so lopsided to deal only with this that I am going to 

mention several other paths that I see in Scripture. 

Get wisdom by prizing her. 

Prize her highly, and she will exalt you; 

   she will honor you if you embrace her. (Proverbs 4:8)  

Don’t be neutral toward wisdom. Prize her. Esteem her. Desire her. Cherish her. And she will 

honor you with her presence. 

Get wisdom by praying — by asking God for her. 

If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all without reproach, and 

it will be given him. (James 1:5)  

Get wisdom by pursuing her. 

If you make your ear attentive to wisdom . . . 

if you seek it like silver 

   and search for it as for hidden treasures, 

then you will understand the fear of the Lord 

   and find the knowledge of God. (Proverbs 2:2, 4–5)  
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Don’t be passive. Listen, seek, pursue. She is found by those who prize her and pray for her and 

pursue her. 

Where to Find Wisdom 

Pursue her where? One answer would be at Bethlehem College & Seminary. Why would I say 

that? Because we are committed to helping you pursue wisdom in five biblical ways. 

Pursue wisdom in the word of God. 

The law of the Lord is perfect, 

   reviving the soul; 

the testimony of the Lord is sure, 

   making wise the simple. (Psalm 19:7)  

There is no true wisdom apart from the testimony of the Lord. At Bethlehem College & 

Seminary everything is tested and illumined by the word of God.  

Pursue wisdom not only in the word of God, but also in the world of God. 

Go to the ant, O sluggard; 

   consider her ways, and be wise. (Proverbs 6:6)  

One of the main reasons that we believe in a liberal arts education, that reads widely outside the 

Bible, is that the Bible itself tells us there are dimensions of wisdom to be found in the assiduous, 

penetrating, critical, biblical observation of the world, not only the Bible. So many lessons to be 

learned from the folly, and the shrewdness, and the calamities, and the wonders of the world, and 

the great books that show them and ponder them. 

Pursue wisdom by walking with wise teachers. 

Whoever walks with the wise becomes wise. (Proverbs 13:20)  

God never intended you to walk through the word and walk through the world alone. Walking 

with the wise as you ransack the word and ransack the world will make you wiser than if you 

walked alone. 

Pursue wisdom in the light of eternity. 

Teach us to number our days 

   that we may get a heart of wisdom. (Psalm 90:12)  

If you come to Bethlehem, you will smell eternity. The sweet breezes of heaven, and the smoke 

of hell blow often through these halls. Because walking near eternity makes you wiser in this 

world. As the Preacher says,  
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It is better to go to the house of mourning 

   than to go to the house of feasting, 

for this is the end of all mankind, 

   and the living will lay it to heart. (Ecclesiastes 7:2)  

And become wise. 

Pursue wisdom by bringing all things into relation to Jesus Christ. 

All things were created through him and for him. . . . In him all things hold together. . . . And in 

him are hidden all the treasures of wisdom. (Colossians 1:16–17; 2:3)  

Those are the vital paths to wisdom that I am not focusing on. Prize her. Pray for her. Pursue her 

— in the word, in the world, in the company of wise teachers, in the light of eternity, in relation 

to Jesus. 

Become a Fool 

Now, finally, here is the path to wisdom that I want to underline with a special emphasis as we 

close. I see it in 1 Corinthians 3:18, 

Let no one deceive himself. If anyone among you thinks that he is wise in this age, let him 

become a fool that he may become wise.  

Here is an indispensable path to wisdom: Become a fool that you may become wise. Paul is not 

merely saying that if you seek wisdom from God, you will be seen as a fool in the world. He is 

saying we must happily embrace the role of fool in the world, “in order that he may become 

wise.” We must not be ashamed of being a fool for Christ (1 Corinthians 4:10).  

“No power in the universe can keep God’s redeemed people from attaining full and everlasting 

happiness.”  

 

Here’s the context in 1 Corinthians that makes sense out of that strategy. Paul said there is a 

wisdom in Corinth that empties the cross of its power (1 Corinthians 1:17). To the wise men of 

Corinth “the cross is foolishness” (1:18). So “the world did not know God through its wisdom” 

(1:21). Rather “the thoughts of the wise are futile” (3:20). “The wisdom of this world is folly 

with God” (3:19). And one day God will “destroy the wisdom of the wise” (1:19). And so “God 

chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise” (1:27). Therefore, “become a fool that you 

may become wise” (1 Corinthians 3:18).  

Don’t Be a Cowardly Conformist 

Why do I focus on this path to wisdom? Because Bethlehem College & Seminary is an academic 

institution. Academic institutions, like once glorious ghost towns, breed fear of being called a 

fool like slums breed rats. Academia breeds cowardly conformists posing as cutting-edge 
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progressives. Students and teachers in academic institutions have the strongest aversion to being 

seen as fools in the eyes of other academics.  

To be a faithful Christian, to be obedient to God’s word, to be truly wise in the eyes of God — in 

Corinth, or in Athens, or in the heady halls of academia — we must become fools. Thoughtful 

fools. Hopeful fools. Happy fools. Not self-pitying, dour, defensive, forlorn, miserable fools. But 

unashamed, happy fools.  

Out-Rejoice the World 

The crucial question for your future and the future of this school is: Will we be ashamed of 

believing what the Bible teaches when the world calls us fools? Or will we out-rejoice the world, 

not only in spite of, but because of, their insults?  

Will we be like Paul who said, “For the sake of Christ, I am content with . . . insults” (2 

Corinthians 12:10)? 

Will we respond like the apostles when they were shamed as fools in Acts 5:41? “They left the 

council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to be shamed for the name.” 

Will we obey Peter’s letter? “Rejoice . . . if you are insulted for the name of Christ . . . because 

the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you” (1 Peter 4:13–14).  

Will we turn from the pitiful rewards of boasting in men and remember, “All things are yours, 

whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas or the world or life or death or the present or the future — all 

are yours, and you are Christ’s, and Christ is God’s” (1 Corinthians 3:21–23)?  

So, I exhort you, get wisdom! “Become a fool that you may become wise.” A thoughtful, 

hopeful, happy fool. For Christ (1 Corinthians 4:10). 

Conclusion 

The biblical definition of wisdom is the fear of the Lord as that’s where it begins and God is the 

source. The earthly wisdom is really no wisdom at all because “the wisdom of this world is folly 

with God” (1 Cor 3:19). True wisdom is found in obedience to God, fearing Him and His Word, 

in the Word of God the Bible and by praying or asking for it. All other ground is sinking sand. 
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The fear of God is the beginning of wisdom? 

Human Wisdom 

The Apostle Paul spoke about wisdom in 1 Corinthians 3, and he puts it in anything but a flattering 

manner for humanity. He wrote that “the wisdom of this world is folly with God. For it is written, 

“He catches the wise in their craftiness” (1 Cor 3:19). Maybe Paul was quoting Job because Job 

wrote that God “catches the wise in their own craftiness, and the schemes of the wily are brought 

to a quick end” (Job 5:13), so the wisdom of mankind is just plain foolish to God. Besides, “No 

wisdom, no understanding, no counsel can avail against the LORD” (Prov 21:30). Paul, almost as 

if he’s taunting the Ph. D’s of his day, asks, “Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? 

Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world” (1 Cor 1:20)? 

He asks them, “where are they,” because none can ever be wiser than God, even though many 

think they’ve got God figured out, or they’ve tried to explain Him away, usually by theoretical 

hypothesis (i.e. evolution). 

Fear of God 

Going back to Solomon, we see again that wisdom is from the Lord, or from above, but more 

specifically, “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, and the knowledge of the Holy 

One is insight” (Prov 9:10). Have you noticed that the fear of God is mentioned more in the wisdom 

literature than in any other place in the Bible? That means there is a connection between wisdom 

and the fear of God. As God often does when He wants us to remember something, He inspires 

Solomon to repeat the truth that “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge,” but the 

flip side of that means, “fools despise wisdom and instruction” (Prov 1:7). Since the Book of Job 

is also considered part of the wisdom literature, he also reiterates the idea that wisdom is tied to 

the fear of God. He said, “Behold, the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom, and to turn away from evil 

is understanding” (Job 28:28). A wise man or woman will turn away from evil because they fear 

or respect God’s Word, so “One who is wise is cautious and turns away from evil, but a fool is 

reckless and careless” (Job 28:28). Solomon gives us a fitting conclusion for the Book of 

Ecclesiastes. He wrote, “The end of the matter; all has been heard. Fear God and keep his 

commandments, for this is the whole duty of man” (Eccl 12:13). 

Godly Wisdom 

The Book of Proverbs and the Book of James are both considered as part of the wisdom literature 

of the Bible, and it’s easy to see why. James tells us that the wisdom we seek cannot be found in 

textbooks or from teachers. Human wisdom “does not descend from above, but is earthly, sensual, 

demonic. For where envy and self-seeking exist, confusion and every evil thing are there” (James 

3:15-16), “but the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, open to reason, full of 

mercy and good fruits, impartial and sincere” (James 3:17), so there are only two kinds of wisdom. 

One is human wisdom, which leads to destruction. The other is that which comes from above, or 

from God, and that begins with fearing the Lord. To fear God means to have a deep and abiding 
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respect and reverence for God and His Word. Anytime we hear from a teacher, pastor, or author, 

no matter who they are, are only human. They may have inspiring messages, but only God’s Spirit 

illuminates God’s Word. The point is, “Every way of a man is right in his own eyes, but the LORD 

weighs the heart” (Prov 21:2), and “All the ways of a man are pure in his own eyes, but the LORD 

weighs the spirit” (Prov 16:2). Since Solomon repeats this point more than twice, it must have 

been a point he wanted us to remember. This doesn’t mean we avoid godly counsel. In fact, 

Solomon warned that “The way of a fool is right in his own eyes, but a wise man listens to advice” 

(Prov 12:15), so at times, one of the best things we can do is to “Listen to advice and accept 

instruction, that you may gain wisdom in the future” (Prov 19:20). Godly wisdom always comes 

from above, but sometimes God uses godly men and women to dispense that wisdom, but even 

their wisdom is not their own. Their wisdom was also received from above, but it must be 

remembered that their fear of God brought them that wisdom…so even though some godly 

counselors have good and godly counsel, they must point back to God and give Him the glory for 

their own wisdom. Not one of us can boast or brag about it. We have nothing except that which 

we have received from God (1 Cor 4:7). Jesus reminds us, “I am the vine; you are the branches. 

Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do 

nothing” (John 15:5), and the last time I checked, “nothing” is not a little something. 

Conclusion 

The wisest thing you could ever do is to put your trust in Jesus Christ. There is no decision that is 

more important than the one you make in this life about Christ. Whether you trust in Christ or not 

will determine your eternal destiny, so it is best to decide today, while it is still called “today” (2 

Cor 6:2). None of us can “boast about tomorrow, for you do not know what a day may bring” (Prov 

27:1). If you reject Christ and He returns, you will face the wrath of God (Rev 20:12-15), however 

if you put your trust in Him today, you have nothing to fear at His appearing. And that will give 

you peace of mind as you pillow your head tonight (John 10:27-29), but if you delay this decision, 

and you were to die, or Jesus would come back, you would face God’s judgment (Heb 9:27). I 

pray you will trust Him today, if you have not already done so. 

 

Breaking Down Fear of the Lord  

Let us put it this way. For a toddler, the beginning of wisdom is to fear daddy and mommy. 

Knowledge of their love and the natural love that comes up to us in response is good and 

wholesome. But wisdom, the constructive side of the "knowledge of good and evil," consists in 

more than the knowledge of love (Colossians 1:3-4, 8-10). Wisdom is the ability to discern what 

is edifying from what is harmful, what is safe from what is dangerous. 

There is important knowledge to learn about what is safe and dangerous, and not all of it is best 

to gather from direct experience. Some such knowledge comes from those who have been around 

before you and know more. It is certainly possible to find out some quick facts about the dangers 

of electric sockets by putting a paper clip into one. But when you're too young to understand 

concepts like electricity and electrocution, the beginning of wisdom is the fear that drenches you 

https://www.learnreligions.com/book-of-colossians-701038
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when mommy suddenly shouts at you, leaps mightily over the coffee table, and slaps your hand 

away, saying, all red-faced and intimidating, "Never, never, NEVER DO THAT!" 

Running into the street, climbing up high on the bookshelf, and poking your sister with a rat tail 

comb all get something of an equivalent reaction from both mom and dad. Exactly why these 

particular actions should call forth such ferocious responses remains a mystery for a long time — 

a mystery that preys on your mind, so that mommy will sometimes see you meditating on it in a 

quiet moment. "Naughty, no, no no!" you'll repeat in a kind of solo role play, lowering your 

brow, pursing your lips just so, and lightly slapping your own wrist. You're trying to fathom the 

meaning of this sudden, inexplicable transformation that comes over those great parental powers 

who are generally so congenial to you. 

Fear of the Lord Is the First Step  

The fear of Lord is the beginning of wisdom. God is our father, our mother, the father of our 

fathers and the mother of our mothers. It may be a major positive step to fear God's disapproval 

over things that seem innocuous to us in our biological adulthood and spiritual toddlerhood. But 

beyond the first step in wisdom is the maturing of wisdom. When you come to understand later 

why God disapproves of many things — and you see that God loves you and wants to protect 

you from harming myself, harming others, and harming your environment. The end of wisdom is 

that you come to join God in hating what is harmful, not because you know you will "get in 

trouble" with God if you do what is harmful, but because you learn two things: 

1. First, in accepting God's love, you grow to love your own well-being and the well-being 

of all that God has made. 

2. Second, you grow to discern what kinds of behaviors and attitudes tear down that well-

being, and what kinds of behaviors and attitudes build it up. 

You can see this pattern in Colossians 1:7-10: 

Epaphras ... has told us about your love in the Spirit. And that's why we haven't stopped praying 

for you, from the first day we heard about you. We've been asking that you'll be full of 

understanding about God's will—with total wisdom and spiritual insight. That way, you'll live in 

a way that's worthy of the Lord. You'll please him completely, doing all kinds of good things. 

You'll be bearing fruit and growing in your understanding of God. 

The Colossians have love, the first and foundational part of mature wisdom; Paul prays that they 

may be completed in the knowledge of what is best, the second part, so that they may be fully 

equipped for God's effective service. 

Fearing What God Fears  

Through wisdom, you have come to understand that your mother does not have two opposite 

sides and that she did not have a habit of suddenly turning against you. For the very reason she 

loved her children, she feared for your safety and the safety of your sister, therefore she rescued 

https://www.learnreligions.com/fear-the-lord-gift-holy-spirit-542121


 

ALL NATIONS BIBLE INSTITUTION & PROJECTS INNER HEALING – DANNYBOY PIETERSE 

 

ALL NATIONS BIBLE INSTITUTION & PROJECTS 

you from yourself and rescued your sister from you. The beginning of wisdom was to fear her 

reaction; the end of wisdom is to fear what she fears. 

Dear friends, we're children of God now, and it hasn't yet appeared what we're going to be. We 

do know that when Jesus appears, we're going to be like him, because we're going to see him just 

as he is. (1 John 3:2) 

We've come to know and trust the love that God has for us. God is love, and when a person lives 

in the love that's in God, God lives in them. That's how love is brought to completion with us, so 

that we can be confident on judgment day—because as God is, so we are in this world. There's 

no fear in love. Just the opposite: perfect love kicks out fear. Because fear has to do with 

punishment, and the person that fears hasn't been perfected in love. We love because God loved 

us first. (1 John 4:16-19) 

Proverbs 9:10. The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and the knowledge of the Holy 

One is insight. 

Psalm 130:4. But with you there is forgiveness, that you may be feared. 

It is the grace of God that brings the fear of God. 

If fearing God is the beginning of wisdom, and if you want to be wise (who doesn’t), then you 

must understand what fearing God is and where this heart attitude comes from. 

Psalm 130:4 tells us that the forgiveness, grace, and love of God are what produce the fear of the 

Lord in our hearts. This is probably backwards from what we usually think. We fear God 

because we are afraid he won’t forgive us. But one of the most important gospel truths is that 

everything always begins with God’s grace. 

Grace is not something God doles out once we’ve repented or once we’ve learned what his wrath 

is and have decided we don’t want that wrath to crush us. Grace doesn’t come after we’ve 

decided we are terrible people. Grace is what shows us that we are terrible and terribly in need of 

a savior. Grace precedes everything. 

Paul put it this way: “Or do you presume on the riches of his kindness and forbearance and 

patience, not knowing that God's kindness is meant to lead you to repentance?” Romans 2:4. 

God’s kindness produces repentance. Often I think we have it backwards. We believe that if we 

repent, then God will start being kind to us. Nope. 

Grace is God’s nature. It is how He functions and relates to us. In fact you cannot relate to God 

apart from grace. Grace is not earned or deserved. Grace is not received once we “figure it out” 

or realize we should fear God and then God bestows grace upon us. 

 

https://www.learnreligions.com/gospel-of-john-701052
https://www.learnreligions.com/god-is-love-bible-verse-701340
https://www.learnreligions.com/christianity-4684897
https://www.learnreligions.com/gospel-of-john-701052
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Grace is first. Forgiveness has happened. All sins have been propitiated for. Redemption is 

provided for all. Then we must see our need for it and receive it. We repent. Then we fear God. 

If you think that your level of fear of God is earning you more forgiveness or more grace, then 

you are mistaken. God’s abundant ever present grace is what will cause you to fear Him. To bow 

down at his feet. When we see that He alone is holy and loving and that we are sinful and 

broken, and yet received by God, the only natural response is to now fear this God. 

 

What is the fear of the Lord? Consider this definition: A trembling zeal to obey every word of 

His mouth. It’s a treasure He gives His favorites (Isa 33:6). 

The fear of the Lord was a powerful component in the atmosphere of the early church in the 

book of Acts. It preserved the integrity of the church in an era of explosive growth. In contrast, 

we don’t hear much about it today. 

Why do we tend to minimize or overlook teaching on the fear of the Lord? When we neglect it, 

it’s for all the wrong reasons. It’s time to dig up this doctrine, dust it off, and equip today’s 

believers and also our own children in this essential ingredient to a healthy Christian walk. 

I’d like to suggest three reasons to teach the fear of the Lord to this generation. 

1. We don’t understand it as we should. 

Some people have a skewed concept of God. For example, some think of Him as such a merciful 

and gracious heavenly Father that there is nothing in Him His children need fear. On the opposite 

extreme, others have been put off by the caricature of a God who is always in a foul mood and 

looking for ways to punish His enemies. 

If the fear of the Lord causes you to back away from Him, you haven’t been taught in the true 

fear of the Lord. Taught properly, it draws us forward into His heart. Those who truly tremble 

before Him run into His arms, wrap themselves around Him, and in awe and reverence cling to 

Him for their very lives. 

There is no contradiction between His fear and His goodness. They actually go together. Hosea 

showed us that when we understand His goodness, it sets our heart to trembling (Hos 3:5). 

Somebody needs to say it to this generation, “Never fear the fear of the Lord!” Let’s show them 

how to run into it and wrap their arms around it. It’s the wisest thing they’ll ever do (Pro 9:10). 

It’s safe, clean, and it endures forever (Ps 19:9). We need to teach this stuff. 

2. Since Jesus taught it, so should we. 

Jesus delighted in the fear of the Lord (Isa 11:3). In His teaching, He laid open the profound 

paradox that is found in Exodus 20:20. He began by charging us to fear God: “But I will show 
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you whom you should fear: Fear Him who, after He has killed, has power to cast into hell; yes, I 

say to you, fear Him!” (Luke 12:5). But then two verses later He said, “But the very hairs of your 

head are all numbered. Do not fear therefore; you are of more value than many sparrows” (Luke 

12:7). He said, “Fear Him! Do not fear therefore.” He taught that we are to fear—and not to 

fear—both at the same time. 

Do I fear God? Of course not! He’s my Father! I run into His arms with brazen boldness because 

of the blood of Jesus. I can interrupt any conversation He’s having because I’m His son and have 

constant access to Him. But do I fear God? I’m terrified of Him! He’s a consuming fire, His 

name is Jealous, He chastens His children, and He holds me accountable for my attitudes and 

actions. 

I fear Him, therefore, and I don’t fear Him. This is the fear of the Lord as Jesus taught it. And 

those who teach in their Master’s shadow will also proclaim this important truth. 

3. The benefits of the fear of the Lord are too marvelous to forfeit. 

I like to listen to podcasts by Christian leaders, but I don’t remember hearing a podcast on this 

topic. Is it just that I haven’t found the right podcasts? Or are we generally quiet on topics that 

would awaken believers to the benefits of fearing the Lord? 

For starters, here are some benefits: 

 God remembers forever those who fear Him (Ps 103:17). 

 He lavishes blessings (Ps 112:1), mercy (Ps 103:11), and sustenance (Ps 111:5) on those 

who fear Him. 

 He dwells with those who tremble at His word (Isa 66:2). 

 His fear enables us to become partakers of His holiness, and produces in our lives the 

fruit of righteousness (Heb 12:10-11). 

 The fear of the Lord releases grace to serve a God who is a consuming fire (Heb 12:28-

29). 

 It empowers obedience (Pro 16:6). 

 He tells secrets to those who fear Him (Ps 25:14). 
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Why is it important to fear God? 

Fearing God means to have respect for Him and to obey Him. It means that you acknowledge 

Him to be your Creator and thus to have the right to be your Lord. It means that you act out of 

reverence for Him. In the Old Testament, a clear connection is made between fearing God and 

keeping His commands and serving Him: “And now, Israel, what does the Lord your God 

require of you, but to fear the Lord your God, to walk in all His ways, to love him, to serve the 

Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul (Deuteronomy 10:12).” See also 

Deuteronomy 4:10 and 6:2. 

Fearing God in the New Testament 

In the New Testament, ‘fearing God’ comes up a couple of times too. In 2 Corinthians 7:1 it 

says: “Since we have these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from every defilement of 

body and spirit, bringing holiness to completion in the fear of God.” Here fearing God is 

connected to holiness. Fearing God means that you keep in line with His will and are kept from 

grave sins. It gives direction to your life. It can lead to salvation, as was the case with Noah, who 

in reverent fear of God built the ark (Hebrews 11:7). This passage brings us to the following 

theme connected to fearing God: judgment. 

In Luke 23:40 the one thief rebuked the other, saying: “Do you not fear God, since you are under 

the same sentence of condemnation?” These two men were dying, they would soon stand before 

God in judgment and they were both under the sentence of condemnation. God has the right to 

judge. But as we know, Jesus offered the thief grace and he was saved from condemnation. 

In Revelation 14:7 fearing God is connected to judgment again: “And he said with a loud voice, 

‘Fear God and give him glory, because the hour of His judgment has come, and worship him 

who made heaven and earth, the sea and the springs of water.'” 

So what will happen to us if we don’t fear God? He has the right to judge us. Do not defy Him, 

but acknowledge Him as your Creator, Saviour and Lord. Give over your life to Him, live it out 

of reverence to Him and be saved from condemnation. 

How does this Bible passage speak to you? Please share your thoughts below! 
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How can I learn to fear the Lord? 

Learning to Fear the Lord 

deepen your awareness of God’s presence 

The fear of the Lord is an awareness that you are in the presence of a holy, just, and almighty 

God and that He will hold you accountable for your motives, thoughts, words, and actions. To 

fear God is to desire to live in harmony with His righteous standards and to honor Him in all 

that you do. 

We do not naturally seek to honor God, because our sinful natures lead us to pursue selfish 

pleasures instead of delighting in God and discovering the joy of knowing and loving Him. We 

must choose to walk in the fear of the Lord. The psalmist David prayed, “Teach me thy way, O 

Lord; I will walk in thy truth: unite my heart to fear thy name” (Psalm 86:11). 

Throughout the Bible, many promises are given to those who fear the Lord, such as Proverbs 

22:4: “By humility and the fear of the Lord are riches, and honor, and life.” It is wise to be 

governed by a healthy fear of God! 

The following disciplines will help you comprehend more of His greatness and more of your 

dependence on Him, thereby learning the fear of the Lord. 

Consider God’s Creation 

When we look around at God’s creation—the majesty of towering mountains, the expanse of 

oceans with their high tides and low tides, the intricacy of delicate flowers, the brilliance of the 

sun, and the glory of our galaxy—we can catch a glimpse of how awesome our God is! 

 The psalmist David often expressed his awe of God by meditating on God’s handiwork. 

He wrote, “When I consider thy heavens, the work of thy fingers, the moon and the 

stars, which thou hast ordained; what is man, that thou art mindful of him?” (Psalm 8:3–

4). 

 When God gave His Law to the nation of Israel, He first revealed His mighty power 

through nature so that the people would learn to fear Him. “And all the people saw the 

thunderings, and the lightnings, and the noise of the trumpet, and the mountain smoking: 

and when the people saw it, they removed, and stood afar off. And they said unto Moses, 

Speak thou with us, and we will hear: but let not God speak with us, lest we die. And 

Moses said unto the people, Fear not: for God is come to prove you, and that his fear 

may be before your faces, that ye sin not” (Exodus 20:18–20). 

 The Apostle Paul also recognized that God reveals His power to mankind through His 

creation. “. . . That which may be known of God is manifest in them; for God hath showed 

it unto them. For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly 

seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and 

Godhead; so that they are without excuse” (Romans 1:19–20). 

https://iblp.org/questions/what-fear-lord
https://iblp.org/questions/how-important-fear-lord
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Respect God’s Word 

Having a high regard for the Bible, the Word of God, is an essential part of growing in the fear of 

the Lord. When we take time to read Scripture and commit to applying its universal, non-

optional truths, we learn more about the nature of God, His ways, and our role as His creatures. 

 All the people of Israel were to gather to hear the Word of God so that they would learn 

to fear Him. “Gather the people together, men, and women, and children, and thy 

stranger that is within thy gates, that they may hear, and that they may learn, and fear 

the Lord your God, and observe to do all the words of this law: and that their children, 

which have not known any thing, may hear, and learn to fear the Lord your God, as long 

as ye live in the land whither ye go over Jordan to possess it” (Deuteronomy 31:12–13). 

(See also Deuteronomy 4:10, 6:24, and 8:6.) 

 The kings of Israel were required to write out a copy of God’s Law and to spend time 

each day reading it so they would learn to fear God. “Thou shalt in any wise set him king 

over thee, whom the Lord thy God shall choose . . . . And it shall be, when he sitteth upon 

the throne of his kingdom, that he shall write him a copy of this law in a book out of that 

which is before the priests the Levites: and it shall be with him, and he shall read therein 

all the days of his life: that he may learn to fear the Lord his God, to keep all the words 

of this law and these statutes, to do them” (Deuteronomy 17:15–19). 

 Today, Christians are “kings and priests unto God” (Revelation 1:6). We are to 

understand the worth of Scripture and to study it and apply it to our lives. “All Scripture 

is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, 

for instruction in righteousness: that the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly 

furnished unto all good works” (II Timothy 3:16–17). 

Learn From Scriptural Examples 

God’s glory and holiness call for our worship and submission. When people in Scripture 

encountered God, they instinctively demonstrated a deep reverence for Him. We can learn from 

these examples in our quest to fear God as we should. 

The thought of God’s judgments on sin should strike fear into every heart: 

 David used strong language to describe God’s judgments. “Thy fierce wrath goeth over 

me; thy terrors have cut me off” (Psalm 88:16). 

 The Apostle Paul spoke of God’s judgment as a motivation to preach the Gospel. “For 

we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the 

things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad. 

Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord, we persuade men . . .” (II Corinthians 5:10–

11). 

Supernatural demonstrations of God’s power often left people trembling with fear: 

 The Babylonian King Belshazzar threw a party and served his guests with the gold and 

silver vessels from the Temple in Jerusalem, but he soon received a message of warning 
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from God: “In the same hour came forth fingers of a man’s hand, and wrote over against 

the candlestick upon the plaster of the wall of the king’s palace [God Himself wrote on 

the wall]: and the king saw the part of the hand that wrote. Then the king’s countenance 

was changed, and his thoughts troubled him, so that the joints of his loins were loosed, 

and his knees smote one against another” (Daniel 5:5–6). 

 On the morning of Jesus’ resurrection, an angel appeared and rolled back the stone from 

the door of the tomb: “His countenance was like lightning, and his raiment white as 

snow: and for fear of him the keepers did shake, and became as dead men” (Matthew 

28:3–4). 

When Godly men of the Old and New Testaments heard God’s voice and saw His glory, they 

were filled with the fear of the Lord: 

 The prophet Isaiah responded with fear when He saw a vision of God in the temple. 

“Then said I, Woe is me! for I am undone; because I am a man of unclean lips, and I 

dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen the King, the Lord 

of hosts” (Isaiah 6:5). 

 When the prophet Daniel saw a vision, he testified that he had no strength and fell down 

prostrate: “Therefore I was left alone, and saw this great vision, and there remained no 

strength in me: for my comeliness was turned in me into corruption, and I retained no 

strength. Yet heard I the voice of his words: and when I heard the voice of his words, then 

was I in a deep sleep on my face, and my face toward the ground. And, behold, a hand 

touched me, which set me upon my knees and upon the palms of my hands. And he said 

unto me, O Daniel, a man greatly beloved, understand the words that I speak unto thee, 

and stand upright: for unto thee am I now sent. And when he had spoken this word unto 

me, I stood trembling” (Daniel 10:8–11). 

 At the time of the Apostle Paul’s conversion, he was astonished at Christ’s message to 

him on the road to Damascus. The revelation of God’s reality and glory overcame all 

previous misconceptions about Jesus’ identity: “And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And 

the Lord said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest: it is hard for thee to kick against the 

pricks. And he trembling and astonished said, Lord, what will thou have me to do? . . .” 

(Acts 9:5–6). 

 When the Apostle John received the revelation about the end of the world and saw Jesus 

on the Isle of Patmos, he was filled with the holy fear of God: “And I turned to see the 

voice that spake with me. . . . And when I saw him, I fell at his feet as dead. And he laid 

his right hand upon me, saying unto me, Fear not . . .” (Revelation 1:12, 17). 

When we encounter a power that is far greater that we are, we often respond with fear. This 

response was demonstrated by people who witnessed the supernatural power of Jesus Christ: 

 The disciples were afraid when Jesus stilled the storm: “And they feared exceedingly, 

and said one to another, What manner of man is this, that even the wind and the sea obey 

him?” (Mark 4:41). 

 When Jesus cured a man possessed by many demons, the people feared Him: “Then the 

whole multitude of the country of the Gadarenes round about besought him to depart 

from them; for they were taken with great fear . . .” (Luke 8:37). 
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 Jesus’ disciples were frightened when He appeared to them after His resurrection: “And 

as they thus spake, Jesus himself stood in the midst of them, and saith unto them, Peace 

be unto you. But they were terrified and affrighted, and supposed that they had seen a 

spirit” (Luke 24:36–37). 

Welcome God’s Chastening 

When we rebel against God’s holiness, we will surely face consequences. God’s chastening of 

sin is painful, yet it is the expression of a loving Father’s care for His children. 

 Scripture instructs us to embrace God’s discipline and learn from the reproofs of life: 

“My son, despise not the chastening of the Lord; neither be weary of his correction: for 

whom the Lord loveth he correcteth; even as a father the son in whom he delighteth” 

(Proverbs 3:11–12). 

 The Body of Christ is challenged to receive God’s chastening and become more holy: “If 

ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with sons; for what son is he whom the 

father chasteneth not? . . . We have had fathers of our flesh which corrected us, and we 

gave them reverence: shall we not much rather be in subjection unto the Father of spirits, 

and live? For they verily for a few days chastened us after their own pleasure; but he for 

our profit, that we might be partakers of his holiness. Now no chastening for the present 

seemeth to be joyous, but grievous: nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit 

of righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby” (Hebrews 12:7, 9–11). 

 David expressed the pain of past failure in Psalm 51 and humbly sought God’s mercy and 

cleansing: “Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, and done this evil in thy sight: that 

thou mightest be justified when thou speakest, and be clear when thou judgest. . . . Purge 

me with hyssop, and I shall be clean: wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. . . . 

Create in me a clean heart, O God: and renew a right spirit within me” (Psalm 51:4–10). 

Give a Tithe of Your Increase 

Along with supporting the work of the local church, one of the purposes of giving a tithe is to 

learn to fear the Lord: “Thou shalt truly tithe all the increase of thy seed, that the field bringeth 

forth year by year. And thou shalt eat before the Lord thy God, in the place which he shall 

choose to place his name there, and tithe of thy corn, of thy wine, and of thine oil, and the 

firstlings of thy herds and of thy flocks; that thou mayest learn to fear the Lord thy God 

always” (Deuteronomy 14:22–23). 

 Long before God’s Law was given to Moses, Abraham demonstrated his fear of the Lord 

by giving tithes: “And Melchizedek king of Salem brought forth bread and wine: and he 

was the priest of the most high God. And he blessed him, and said, Blessed be Abram of 

the most high God, possessor of heaven and earth: And blessed be the most high God, 

which hath delivered thine enemies into thy hand. And he gave him tithes of all” 

(Genesis 14:18–20). 

 Part of walking in the fear of the Lord is acknowledging that God is in control of every 

aspect of our lives, including our resources. When the children of Israel failed to obey 

God’s instruction to tithe and give offerings, which was God’s plan for supplying 
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resources for the priesthood, He cursed them: “Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed 

me. But ye say, Wherein have we robbed thee? In tithes and offerings. Ye are cursed with 

a curse: for ye have robbed me, even this whole nation” (Malachi 3:8–9). Then God told 

the Israelites how they could once again enjoy His blessings: “Bring ye all the tithes into 

the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith 

the Lord of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a 

blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it. And I will rebuke the devourer 

for your sakes, and he shall not destroy the fruits of your ground; neither shall your vine 

cast her fruit before the time in the field, saith the Lord of hosts. And all nations shall call 

you blessed: for ye shall be a delightful land, saith the Lord of hosts” (Malachi 3:10–12). 

 The Apostle Paul reaffirms the same truth: “But this I say, He which soweth sparingly 

shall reap also sparingly: and he which soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully. 

Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of 

necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver. And God is able to make all grace abound 

toward you; that ye, always having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to every 

good work” (II Corinthians 9:6–8). 

Recall the Chief Duty of Man 

Israel’s King Solomon is renowned as the wisest man who ever lived, yet he made serious 

mistakes. Solomon forsook the fear God. Even though he received tremendous blessings from 

God, he disobeyed God’s Law in numerous ways and eventually worshiped false gods. God held 

Solomon responsible for these sins and brought judgment to the nation of Israel and to 

Solomon’s family because of them. (See Deuteronomy 17:14–17, I Kings 4:26, and I Kings 

11:1–13.) 

In the Book of Ecclesiastes, Solomon records his observations about the meaning of life. In the 

end, he states that the “conclusion of the whole matter” is the fear of the Lord. Let’s heed these 

words of warning from a man who knew the justice and judgment of God! 

“Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his commandments: for 

this is the whole duty of man. For God shall bring every work into judgment, with every secret 

thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil” (Ecclesiastes 12:13–14). 

What Fearing God Actually Looks Like 

Scripture tells us that “the fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge” (Proverbs 1:7 NKJV). 

That verse is familiar to many of us, but it’s not necessarily easy to understand. A lot of people 

read those words and conclude that the fear of the Lord means being afraid of God. That couldn’t 

be further from the truth. 

So what does it mean to fear God? To put it simply, to fear God is to love Him so much we are 

afraid to be away from Him. We love Him and value His presence above all. Out of reverence 

for Him, we choose to love what He loves and hate what He hates. 
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In the end, the fear of the Lord can be identified by one simple thing: obedience. People who fear 

God… 

 Obey Him instantly 

 Obey Him even if it doesn’t make sense 

 Obey Him even if it hurts 

 Obey Him even if they don’t see the benefit 

 Obey Him to completion 

For a prime example of this, we can look to the story of Abraham. Because if you look at 

Genesis 22, you’ll find that one night, God instructs this father of faith to sacrifice his beloved 

son, Isaac. 

To Abraham, this must seem absurd. Is he hearing correctly? How can this be? He loves his son. 

What’s more, kings and nations are promised to come through Isaac’s family line. How can 

God’s promise be fulfilled if Abraham kills him? 

Abraham cries out to God. “What!” he says. “How can You tell me to do this? You promised me 

nations would come through him!” But there is no divine response, only silence. 

How many of us would take a few weeks, months, or even years to ponder such a command—

and eventually convince ourselves it wasn’t reasonable? But Abraham is different. We read, 

“Early the next morning Abraham got up and saddled his donkey” (Genesis 22:3 NIV). He obeys 

instantly. 

Have you ever been around someone who lightheartedly comments, “God’s been dealing with 

me about this for several months,” and laughs it off? It’s tragic when you think about it. They’re 

bragging about their lack of godly fear. 

God instructs Abraham to sacrifice the greatest promise of his life—something he’d waited 

twenty-five years for—and doesn’t give an explanation for the request. It doesn’t make sense for 

Abraham to give Isaac up, yet he still obeys. 

The thought of sacrificing his young son hurts Abraham deeply. The inward pain continues to 

nag him through the three days of travel to the mountain where he plans to fulfill God’s 

command. This was all a little easier up front, when Abraham had just heard the voice of God. 

But with each passing day, the pain intensifies. The struggle hits its highpoint as Abraham and 

his son build the altar. Yet Abraham still obeys. 

The Almighty doesn’t tell Abraham that if he obeys, another sacrifice will be provided in place 

of his son. Unlike you and me, Abraham doesn’t have the book of Genesis to read, so he doesn’t 

know the outcome. He sees no benefit in this command, yet he still obeys. 

Finally, Abraham goes the distance: he climbs the mountain, builds the altar, ties Isaac up, and is 

ready to thrust a knife into his beloved son’s heart. He obeys to completion. 
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As the knife looms over Isaac, an angel appears and cries out, “Do not lay your hand on the lad, 

or do anything to him; for now I know that you fear God” (Genesis 22:12 NKJV). 

How does the angel know Abraham fears God? Because Abraham obeyed instantly. When it 

didn’t make sense. When it was painful. When there was no promised benefit. And he obeyed to 

completion. Abraham’s priority was obedience to God above all else. 

Does Abraham’s story challenge you a little? It challenges me! It’s not too hard to say I want to 

fear God. It is a different issue entirely to actually live like I fear Him. 

Is there a particular aspect of God-fearing obedience that you find it difficult to embrace? I 

encourage you to take it to God with humility. Confess your weakness and trust Him to provide 

you with the power you need to live in holy fear. Remember, this is the God who declares, “My 

grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made perfect in weakness”! (2 Corinthians 12:9 

NKJV) 

Benefits For Those Who “Fear” the Lord 

One of the most important spiritual concepts found throughout the Bible is the “fear of the 

Lord.”   

What is the “fear of the Lord?” What exactly does it mean? 

Let’s turn to scripture together to see what the Bible has to say. 

From the pen of Moses, we read: 

“Now this is the commandment, the statutes and the judgments which the LORD your God has 

commanded me to teach you, that you might do them in the land where you are going over to 

possess it, so that you and your son and your grandson might fear the LORD your God, to keep 

all His statutes and His commandments which I command you, all the days of your life, and 

that your days may be prolonged.” 

The above passage, which contains the directives to a burgeoning Jewish nation governed under 

Mosaic Law, connects the “fear of the Lord” with keeping all of God’s “statutes and His 

commandments.” 

Put simply, “fearing” the Lord has a strong connection to an obedience to God’s will.  

Those Israelites who obeyed God by “fearing” Him, walking in His ways, and finding delight in 

His commands, were declared “blessed.” (Ps. 112:1, 115:13, 128:1) 

These blessings remain intact for those today who will cultivate a “fear of the Lord” in their 

daily lives. The Bible promises seven wonderful blessings to those who “fear the Lord,” “keep 

His commands,” and “walk in his ways.” 
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1. Deep Spiritual Knowledge 

A God-fearing attitude is crucial for those who desire meaningful scriptural knowledge. This is 

because true spiritual knowledge is only granted to those who “fear” the Lord. 

This is confirmed in Proverbs 1:7: 

“The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge; Fools despise wisdom and instruction” 

Those who seek spiritual knowledge are the opposite of “fools,” who despise “instruction.” We 

do well to desire God’s instruction in our lives. 

WISDOM KEY: If you desire to plumb the depths of the spiritual knowledge available to you 

through God’s Word, begin by humbling yourself before God with an attitude of deep reverence 

and holy fear. Your understanding of scripture is directly related to your understanding of 

your place before God. 

2. Divine Wisdom 

Knowledge is not the only spiritual door that can be unlocked through the “fear of the Lord.” 

According to Psalm 111:10: 

“The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; A good understanding have all those who 

do His commandments; His praise endures forever.” 

When we “fear” God, His divine and unfathomable wisdom becomes available to us. (Notice 

another reference to those who “do” God’s commands within the immediate context, thus 

connecting the “fear of the Lord” with an active state of obedience, “do.”) 

In Job 28:28, we read: 

“‘Behold, the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom; And to depart from evil is understanding.'” 

Here, the scripture endorses the “fear of the Lord” as not just an act of wisdom, but even wisdom 

itself! 

Later, in the book of Isaiah, we read: 

“He will be the sure foundation for your times, a rich store of salvation and wisdom and 

knowledge; the fear of the LORD is the key to this treasure.” (Isa. 33:6) 

Here, we can clearly see that the “fear of the Lord” is the key that unlocks the door to God’s 

spiritual riches! 
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WISDOM KEY: Cultivate an attitude of Godly fear. When you do, you will hold the key that 

unlocks the door to God’s wondrous riches of salvation, wisdom, and knowledge. 

3. A Unique Weapon against Sin 

In Ex. 20:20, Moses attempts to calm the people after they experience the mighty presence of 

God at Mount Sinai. 

Moses reassures them saying: 

“Don’t be afraid… for God has come in this way to test you, and so that your fear of him will 

keep you from sinning!” 

The “fear of the Lord” plays a unique role in the Christ follower’s ongoing battle against their sin 

nature. Our ability to resist sin undoubtedly is connected to the new-found spiritual knowledge 

and divine wisdom that is available to those who fear God. 

WISDOM KEY: If you are struggling with sin, examine your attitude towards heaven. Do you 

fear God enough to want to please him, even when no one is looking? 

4. The Mercy of God 

The greatest gift that God could ever give us is mercy. After all, the grave sins that humanity has 

committed against God, and His glorious name, are entirely unforgivable. Through arrogance, 

humanity as a whole has defied God’s will and purposes. For this reason, we all deserve the 

ultimate judgment. 

However, through the birth, life, death, and resurrection of God’s Son, Jesus Christ, all 

men now have access to God’s complete forgiveness and infinite mercy!  

How do you receive God’s rich mercy? 

According to Luke 1:50, God’s mercy is reserved for “those who fear him from generation to 

generation.” 

It is a wonderful promise: God’s mercy is extended to those who fear Him and keep His 

commandments. 

WISDOM KEY: All who desire God’s mercy for their sins must first fear Him. Without a 

reverent attitude toward heaven and a repentant heart, men have no hope after this life. 
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5. Life 

The book of Proverbs is filled with references on how those who “fear” the Lord have access to 

God’s life-giving power. 

The fear of the Lord can prolong life… 

“The fear of the LORD prolongs life, But the years of the wicked will be shortened.” 

It preserves and protects our life… 

“The fear of the LORD is a fountain of life, turning a person from the snares of death.” 

Finally, note that Proverbs also describes something else as a “fountain of life”… 

“The teaching of the wise is a fountain of life, To turn aside from the snares of death.” 

The door of divine wisdom stands wide open to those who “fear God and keep his 

commandments.” 

WISDOM KEY: Those who desire to live life to its richest measure can begin by fearing the 

Lord. 

6. Protection for You and Your Children 

The Bible is clear that there are unseen spiritual blessings that will serve to protect you from 

your adversary. So too, the parent who models a life of godly fear and obedience to God’s Word 

will provide a hedge of protection around even his children. 

“Whoever fears the LORD has a secure fortress, and for their children it will be a refuge.” 

WISDOM KEY: Your entire household will benefit from your commitment to a humility based 

upon the “fear” of the Lord. 

7. Friendship with God 

In Psalm 25, there is an amazing promise made to those who “fear” the Lord. 

“The friendship of the LORD is for those who fear him, and he makes known to them his 

covenant.” 

The promise in this verse is two-fold. 
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First, the fear the Lord is crucial to obtaining friendship with God. If friendship with the God of 

eternity were not enough, this verse also promises that those who fear the Lord will be made to 

know God’s covenant. 

The blood covenant that God has established with mankind through His only Son, Jesus Christ, 

provides salvation to all who will partake. 

WISDOM KEY: Through a righteous and holy fear of the Lord, we can gain friendship with God 

and come to an intimate knowledge of His covenant with man. 

Fearing God is not passive. It is not something that you did once. It is active. Not static, but 

dynamic. 

A righteous and holy “fear” of the Lord displays itself through a humble and reverent obedience 

to God’s will, purposes, and commands. 

Scripture is clear that the eternal benefits of “fearing” the Lord far outweigh the temporal costs 

on this earth. 

Putting the Fear of God into Practice 

Few topics are more challenging to think about than the fear of God. Pride and the constant 

temptation to make God conform to our ideas of what He ought to be like tempt us to abandon 

concepts that Scripture plainly teaches. The culture in which we live reinforces these distorted 

perceptions of who God is and how He relates to us. The particular idea of fearing God is 

virtually lost in our culture, not just outside the church but, in many respects, within it as well. 

Historically, one of the important uses of the law of God was to restrain evil in a general sense 

by cultivating a healthy fear of God and the consequences of our actions. Yet our society has lost 

even the most basic fear of God that would otherwise restrain evil acts. Unfettered by a healthy 

fear of God, everyone does what is right in his own eyes, and thus, close on the heels of this 

moral anarchy is the breakdown of society itself. 

For instance, gone are the days when people took oaths in court, swearing to tell “the truth, the 

whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help me God” with a holy fear of God’s just judgment 

if they should lie. Without the fear of God in our legal system, is it any wonder that nearly 

everyone balks at ideas such as justice? Yet where there is no justice, there is also no peace, and 

anarchy always follows. 

Inside the church, the fear of God has become for many an archaic sentiment of the past. 

Preachers who continue to insist that God is to be feared are labeled either as legalistic Bible-

thumpers or as “hellfire-damnation” preachers. Certainly, the idea of the fear of God can be 

stated in ways that create a culture of fear, and pulpits can regrettably become places where the 

grace of the gospel is supplanted by threats and manipulation. But is there no place for a proper, 

healthy fear of God in the Christian life? 

https://truerichesradio.com/covenant
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A recent popular movement among evangelicals has suggested that the idea of the love of God is 

so strong in Scripture that any sense of fearing God is a mark of spiritual immaturity. To fear 

God, according to this movement, suggests that we do not really understand who God is and the 

love God has for us in Christ. In this view, “love wins.” And since God is all-loving, not only 

should Christians not fear God anymore, but God is apparently too loving to send anyone to hell. 

This view, which has descended into universalism (which suggests that everyone goes to heaven 

because God is so full of love that He would not condemn anyone), has become a cancerous 

blight upon the face of evangelicalism. Barely recognizable is the justice of God and His 

redemptive plan to rescue a blood-bought bride out of this sin-stained world and deliver her 

safely into the bliss of everlasting life and communion with God. 

However, to say that God does this for the whole world is a violent twisting of Scripture and a 

denial of the doctrines of judgment and a literal hell. Some of the old Puritans used to say that 

“the foundation of God’s throne is justice.” Any denial of the justice of God and even eternal 

damnation makes our salvation cheap, and it turns God ultimately into a toothless tiger. 

The particular idea of fearing God is virtually lost in our culture, not just outside the church but 

in many respects, within it as well. 

Share 

While the movement described above is certainly a fringe movement and ultimately a 

Christianity falsely-so-called, it is still arguable that even Christians who reject universalism 

either have virtually no fear of God, or they simply don’t understand where the idea of the fear of 

God fits into the Christian life. None of us wants to be a legalist, and after all, “God is love.” But 

does that mean that the fear of God has no place in our Christianity? A brief survey of the idea in 

Scripture suggests the very opposite: that a healthy and properly understood fear of God is not 

only endorsed by Scripture, but it is healthy, it is beautiful, and it leads to a Christian life that is 

full of joyful obedience and service. 

Very familiar to many of us is Proverbs 1:7, which says, “The fear of the Lord is the beginning 

of knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and instruction.” I love the Proverbs and try each day to 

read the chapter that corresponds to the day of the month (the book has thirty-one chapters, 

which make it a great way to begin devotional reading). Over the years, the book of Proverbs has 

been very helpful, challenging, and encouraging. As a young man, I found the book of Proverbs 

to be like listening to the voice of a wise, godly father instructing his son in how to live a life that 

is pleasing to God. The world is filled with temptations and folly, and the book of Proverbs is 

like a map that safely leads us around the dangerous shoals upon which we can so easily crash. 

But what would the book of Proverbs be without the notion of the fear of God? Oft repeated in 

the book of Proverbs is the idea of the “fear of the Lord” (2:5; 3:7; 9:10; 10:27; and many other 

places). The phrase is used sixteen times and helps the one who fears God to find wisdom, hate 

evil, prolong life, and enjoy satisfaction, honor, and safety. Without the fear of God, the young 

listener to the book of Proverbs falls into many traps, is lured away by evil, is seduced by the 

desires of the flesh, and ends up destroyed by a lack of wisdom. In short, without the fear of 

God, our path is one that leads us away from God and to destruction. To fear God in the book of 

Proverbs is to pursue life, peace, and joy in the sight of God. 

https://www.esv.org/Proverbs+1.7
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Some have wondered if the idea of fearing God is narrowly an Old Testament idea. This view is 

not new; it joins hands with those who have suggested that the God of the Old Testament is full 

of wrath and anger, but the God of the New Testament is full of love and peace. Such a dualism 

between who God was in the Old Testament and who He is in the New Testament is unbiblical 

and unhealthy. One clear example of this is the fact that God promised in the Old Testament that 

in the new covenant era, He would put the fear of Him into the hearts of His people (not just His 

enemies). Through the prophet Jeremiah, God said, “I will make with them an everlasting 

covenant, that I will not turn away from doing good to them. And I will put the fear of me in 

their hearts, that they may not turn from me” (Jer. 32:40). That promise is clearly fulfilled in 

Christ in the new covenant. As God has made Himself our God and redeems us to be His people, 

He calls us, like the son in Proverbs, to walk in the fear of God. 

 

 

This is perfectly embodied in Jesus, of course. Jesus is the perfect, Proverbs-keeping Son who 

not only shuns evil but walks in the fear of God. Everything the Proverbs command a young man 

to do, Jesus perfectly did (including cultivating a proper fear of God). Everything the Proverbs 

commands a young man not to do, Jesus resisted with all His heart. Jesus is the perfect Son, and 

as such, He is the only one capable of delivering us from our sins and imperfections and 

ultimately the fear of hell. The Bible is strikingly clear that Christ has undergone judgment on 

our behalf in such a way that the believer has been declared righteous in the sight of God not 

through anything that we can do but through the righteousness of Christ (Gal. 2:21). The 

Christian, being united to Christ, cannot lose his salvation (Col. 3:3). He presently has eternal 

life, for he has passed from death to life and shall not come into judgment (John 5:24). In Christ, 

our hope of eternal life in heaven is secure and cannot be taken away. This is one of the sweetest 

and most important comforts of the Christian life: that we belong to Christ and thus heaven 

belongs to us. Apart from Christ, we have no hope whatsoever, but in Christ, our hope is 

blissfully secure. 

This is the point made by 1 John 4:18, a verse that is often used to suggest that there is no longer 

any place for the fear of God in the Christian life. The verse says, “There is no fear in love, but 

perfect love casts out fear.” Taken out of context, the verse might seem to suggest that the 

Christian ought not to have any fear of God as a result of God’s love. Seeing the verse in context, 

however, clarifies the issue: 

By this is love perfected with us, so that we may have confidence for the day of judgment, 

because as he is so also are we in this world. There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out 

fear. For fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not been perfected in love. (1 

John 4:17–18) 

It seems clear that the “fear” John is describing here has to do with the “punishment” on the “day 

of judgment” awaiting those who are liars and do not actually have the love of God within them. 

John’s goal through this book is not only to challenge his readers pastorally but also to comfort 

them in their assurance of salvation based on their adoption into the family of God through their 

https://www.esv.org/Jer.+32.40
https://www.esv.org/Gal.+2.21
https://www.esv.org/Col.+3.3
https://www.esv.org/John+5.24
https://www.esv.org/1+John%204.18
https://www.esv.org/1+John%204.17–18
https://www.esv.org/1+John%204.17–18
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union with Christ. For those who belong to Christ, in whom the love of God abides, there is no 

fear of the day of judgment because Jesus, the Son of God, was sent to be the “propitiation for 

our sins” (v. 10). Since we have this confidence in Christ, our fear of the day of judgment is 

gone, but that does not mean there is no remaining sense in which a Christian ought to fear God. 

It is to this proper sense of fearing God that we now turn. 

Building on the redemptive promises of God, Paul urges the church in Corinth to continue 

pursuing holiness in the context of fearing God. He does this beautifully in 2 Corinthians 7:1, 

which says, “Since we have these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from every 

defilement of body and spirit, bringing holiness to completion in the fear of God.” Paul is 

expounding upon the language of Leviticus and its call to God’s people to be separated from the 

world and to live holy lives, viewing their own bodies as the temple of the living God. Both our 

bodies and souls belong to God, and they are to be separated from the world for the purposes of 

holy living. That is what it means to “cleanse ourselves from every defilement of body and 

spirit.” Paul and the New Testament do not view holiness as something that has been completed 

in the life of the believer, but rather as something that is ongoing—a work in progress. In fact, 

Paul urges us to “bring holiness to completion in the fear of God.” This language likely echoes 

the ministry of the old covenant priests, who were to pursue the holiness of God with humility 

and devotion. In like manner, believers live their lives coram Deo (before the face of God), and 

as priests ministering in the presence of God, we ought to conduct our business before Him with 

a measure of fear that reminds us of the One in whose presence we live and serve. Christians, in 

a certain sense, are priests in service to the living God, and both our bodies and souls should be 

regarded as holy unto the Lord and set apart for the service of God. Rather than living out of a 

callous indifference or shallow sense of service, we are called to humble ourselves in the sight of 

God, lift up His name, and do everything we can to glorify and enjoy Him in our endeavors. 

Just as mercy and justice sweetly kiss at the cross, so do love and fear sweetly comply in the 

context of a healthy Christian life. 

Share 

No reflection on the topic of the fear of God would be complete without at least a brief reflection 

on the language of adoption. Nothing reconciles the perceived tension between loving and 

fearing God better than adoption, as the bond between God and the believer is tenderly illustrated 

in the analogy of a father and a son. I should admit that I am particularly fond of the adoption 

metaphor in Scripture. I have three adopted children—two sons and a daughter. Occasionally, the 

older two will ask my wife and me why we adopted them (they each came from very broken 

situations). Our answer is simple and consistent: we adopted them because we love them. I often 

tell people that there is nothing in the world better than being a dad. I love being a pastor; I feel 

awkward when people call me “doctor”; but when my kids say the word “dad,” I feel as light as a 

feather and as happy as I can be. It’s truly beautiful. 

But that does not mean that my kids should not have a proper fear of me. In fact, they often do. 

They know there are rules in the house. They know the face of my pleasure and the face of my 

displeasure. They know the sound of my voice when I call to them in joy and when I call to them 

in frustration. They also know that no matter what they do, I will never un-adopt them. Their 

identity is secure. They are my kids, and I will always love them. But there are times when the 
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gravitas of what it means for me to be dad and for them to be children should inform their 

behavior and decisions. 

If these qualities are appropriate in our earthly relationships, how much more should they be in 

our relationship with God? Love and fear, properly understood, are not antithetical; they are 

complementary. There is no true love of God without a proper fear of God. Christians who do 

not fear God live in a state of anarchy and uncertainty; they neither truly know God nor truly 

know themselves. Yet just as mercy and justice sweetly kiss at the cross, so do love and fear 

sweetly comply in the context of a healthy Christian life. God is the perfect Father—full of 

justice and full of love. His love does not suppress His justice; it fulfills it. 

Practicing the fear of God in a relativistic world is a joyful privilege as well as a humbling 

challenge. The world around us, and at times even other Christians, so diminishes the attributes 

of God that our perception of God is easily distorted. A distorted view of God will inevitably 

lead to a distorted view of the Christian life. We all think too much of ourselves and too little of 

God, and at times, even the good things that we do are driven by self-serving goals. That prideful 

sense of self-centeredness is reined in by the fear of God and leads to walking with Him in 

wisdom and righteousness. To love God as Father includes a healthy fear of Him that keeps us 

humble and causes us to strive to bring holiness to completion in the fear of God. 
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What Happens When the Fear of God Is Missing? 

The Bible says when the fear of God is missing, sin increases and there is no godly wisdom. Why 

is this so? 

Judgment, Slow but Sure 

Wise King Solomon wrote that it is “Because the sentence against an evil deed is not executed 

speedily, the heart of the children of man is fully set to do evil” (Eccl 8:11). For lawbreakers, it’s 

as if there is no immediate judgment coming, so they are not inhibited at all from breaking more 

of God’s law, but the time will come when we shall all stand before God and give an account for 

everything we’ve ever done and even every idle or careless word we’ve ever spoken, and that 

should put a little fear in all of us. For the believer, it’s not a fear of being cast into hell, but hearing 

a rebuke from the Master on the day of His visitation, so we must never “Repay no one evil for 

evil, but give thought to do what is honorable in the sight of all. If possible, so far as it depends on 

you, live peaceably with all” (Rom 12:17-18), and “never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the 

wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord” (Rom 12:19). God 

is not a Cosmic Grandfather, saying “boys-will-be-boys thinking,” so His long wait on judging 

sinners is absolutely not God’s condoning approval or winking at sin. All sin will be judged. Either 

you yourself will receive the wrath of God by rejecting Jesus Christ, or you can trust in Christ and 

have God’s wrath placed on Him on your behalf, but surely, “on the Day of Judgment people will 

give account for every careless word they speak, for by your words you will be justified, and by 

your words you will be condemned” (Matt 12:36-37). 

No Fear of God 

To this and any nation or person who has no fear of God, the Lord God says through Jeremiah, 

“Your evil will chastise you, and your apostasy will reprove you. Know and see that it is evil and 

bitter for you to forsake the Lord your God; the fear of me is not in you, declares the Lord God of 

hosts” (Jer 2:19). Sin increases when there is no fear of God, just as the psalmist says in Psalm 

36:1, writing, “Transgression speaks to the wicked deep in his heart; there is no fear of God before 

his eyes,” so it is by the fear of the Lord, that we persuade others, because it is “By steadfast love 

and faithfulness iniquity is atoned for, and by the fear of the LORD one turns away from evil” 

(Prov 16:6). Abraham understood that when there is no fear of God in the land, sin abounds, which 

is why “Abraham said, “Because I thought, surely there is no fear of God in this place, and they 

will kill me because of my wife” (Gen 20:11). The Bible is clear that a fear of God suppresses evil, 

but what is the fear of God? it’s a holy, reverential, deep, and abiding respect and regard for the 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God Almighty, Who is altogether holy and in a perpetual state of perfection 

in every way….just the opposite of who and what we are (Rom 3:10-12, 23), so a fear of God (and 

yes, fearing the wrath of God) is a healthy, godly means of avoiding sin. 
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Who is Good? 

Who among us is good enough to stand in God’s presence without Christ? That number is zero, 

just as the Apostle Paul wrote in Romans 3:10-19: “None is righteous, no, not one; no one 

understands; no one seeks for God. All have turned aside; together they have become worthless; 

no one does good, not even one. Their throat is an open grave; they use their tongues to deceive. 

The venom of asps is under their lips. Their mouth is full of curses and bitterness. Their feet are 

swift to shed blood; in their paths are ruin and misery, and the way of peace they have not known. 

There is no fear of God before their eyes. Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to 

those who are under the law, so that every mouth may be stopped, and the whole world may be 

held accountable to God.” When the wrath of God is never mentioned, the mercy of God is 

irrelevant to the people, so God’s wrath makes God’s mercy worth pursuing. A fear of God (and 

yes, fearing the wrath of God) is a healthy, godly means of avoiding sin. For the lost, it is fear of 

God’s impending judgment, but for the saved, it is like God taking the believer behind the 

proverbial spiritual woodshed, because God disciplines every child of His (Prov 3:12; Heb 12:4-

12), but it motivated by love, not anger, just as you would not allow your child to play in the street, 

and if they did, you’d take them out of the street and put them in timeout. It’s not that you’re angry 

at your child, but you don’t want to see your child get hurt, or worse, killed.  Believers are not 

trying to make fearful converts, but tearful converts. 

Evangelism and Fear 

The Apostle Paul understood the fear of the Lord is in our best interests and should motivate the 

sinner to flee to the cross, because, “we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that 

each one may receive what is due for what he has done in the body, whether good or evil. 

Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we persuade others” (2nd Cor 5:11-12). Jude also 

connects evangelism with the fear of God, telling us to “have mercy on those who doubt; save 

others by snatching them out of the fire; to others show mercy with fear, hating even the garment 

stained by the flesh” (Jude 1”22-23). In these passages, God shows that we are to use the fear of 

God to rescue the perishing, which is a fear of God’s judgment, but for others, showing others 

mercy with the fear of God. Paul wrote that it was by “the fear of the Lord [that] we persuade 

others.” It’s not that we wish unbelievers harm, but we are to tell them that they need the same 

righteousness that Jesus Christ has to stand before God (2nd Cor 5:21). 

Conclusion 

With no fear of God there is no godly wisdom, with no godly wisdom, there will be no wise 

choices, and the wisest choice you or anyone could ever make is to repent and put your trust in 

Christ. That’s when the wrath of God is lifted off the believer, and the wrath they deserved is 

placed on Jesus Christ on their (and our) behalf. Matthew Henry wisely wrote, “Where no fear of 

God is, no good is to be expected,” and that’s just what the Scriptures teach. Jesus leaves you and 

me with only one of two choices: “Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever does not 

obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God remains on him” (John 3:36). Complaining 

https://www.christianquotes.info/images/4-reasons-to-have-no-fear/#axzz4tdl9VTfK
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about the wrath of God is like complaining that the ship is sinking while ignoring the lifeboats. 

Just be glad there are lifeboats (John 3:16). 


