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Introduction 

In this chapter we will consider two terms found in the two Epistles to Timothy: God’s economy 

and godliness. We will first consider the term God’s economy. The word economy is commonly 

used today as a financial term. The biblical word economy refers to a dispensing administration, 

an administration that dispenses something into people (1 Tim. 1:4). In a kindergarten class at a 

certain time every day there is an administration to dispense a snack to every child; this is a 

dispensing administration. The word economy is the anglicized form of the Greek word 

oikonomia, which denotes an administration or stewardship to dispense something. In ancient 

times large, wealthy families had a steward to take care of the family affairs. The stewardship 

was an administration mainly for dispensing things to the members of the family. 

God has a great family. All His chosen people are the members of His family, His children. 

Second Timothy 2:20 says that God has a great house. In His great house, His great family, there 

is a stewardship. Paul was entrusted with this stewardship, as were all the other apostles (1 Cor. 

9:17; Eph. 3:2; Col. 1:25). Those who minister the word to the children of God today also have a 

part in this stewardship. Thus, the stewardship is the New Testament ministry. In the New 

Testament there is only one ministry, and this ministry is the stewardship in God’s house, that is, 

the divine administration to dispense something to God’s chosen people. What is being 

dispensed is simply God Himself in His Trinity—the Father, the Son, and the Spirit. In God’s 

economy, His household administration, the Triune God is being dispensed into His children. In 

God’s house there is a stewardship, an administration, to dispense the Triune God into us. The 

Father is embodied in the Son, the Son is realized as the Spirit, and the Spirit reaches us. In this 

way the Triune God is being dispensed into all His chosen people. This is the definition of God’s 

economy. 

Our God has an eternal economy (Eph. 1:10; 3:9; 1 Tim. 1:4). Economy means plan. God has an 

eternal plan. He planned in eternity past to do something, and this plan was made by Himself 

according to His heart’s desire, according to His good pleasure, to carry out His intention. God 

has a heart’s desire, and He has to do something to work out what He desires. God has an eternal 

plan, an eternal economy, with an intention to do something. 

Understanding Economics 

In this series, we’ll be talking about economics and financial matters, including money 

management, investing, and how to apply these principles in your personal life and in the 

marketplace. My goal is to dispel some common myths about the world of economics and 

finance and simplify some of the more complicated subjects to help God’s people gain useful 

knowledge they can apply to improve their own economy. My hope is that you find this to be 

thought-provoking and informative. Let’s rev up the economic engine of the Kingdom! 
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Why is it important to understand these things?  

First, understanding these topics has a direct impact on the lives we lead and the things we can 

accomplish. Let’s say God has given you the passion to start a business. If you talk to an 

entrepreneur about the most important factors that lead to business success, one of the first things 

he or she will mention is capital, an economic and financial concept. If you don’t know what 

capital is or the principles that operate behind the concept, you are much less likely to be 

successful in your venture, regardless of your passion or calling. Or, suppose you have the goal 

of purchasing a house. How will you achieve that goal without saving money for a down 

payment, understanding what interest is and how it is calculated, what insurance is, what 

property taxes are owed, and on and on? We all need to improve our knowledge of these and 

other matters so that we can improve our lives and the existence of those around us. Remember 

the familiar words from Hosea 4:6 – “My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge.”  

Second, we’ve been talking about the blessing of the Lord for many years in the Church (both 

the Body of Christ and in the local church), and Bishop Pitts has been specifically talking about 

freedom from debt for Cornerstone Church members in 2019. As the saying admonishes, we 

must strike while the iron is hot! 

I believe it’s important to understand foundational concepts and context before getting into the 

details. To build a house, you need a strong foundation. To begin, I will focus mainly on the 

basics and then build from there, precept upon precept, relating biblical principles where 

applicable.  

For example, let’s think about the concept of investing. Investing is a principle that, at its 

essence, involves sacrificing today for an even better tomorrow. One can easily see how this 

applies to money; instead of buying the big screen TV today, I could sacrifice that immediate 

desire, invest the money and, with the returns on that investment, purchase an even bigger TV 

later. However, the principle of investing also could be applied to, say, relationships. Investing in 

relationships with others could yield financial benefits (as the old saying goes, “It’s not what you 

know, but who you know.”), but also could provide for a richness and depth to life beyond, and 

more important than, financial benefits. So, understanding investing from a broad view helps us 

to properly contextualize and apply it across a variety of levels and scenarios. 

What is economics? 

At its core, economics is simply the process by which human beings act together to create value. 

That’s pretty basic, so let’s expand on this.  

First, let me make the following argument: Creating value is a component of love. It seems to me 

that the first principle of love is esteeming another, the one upon whom our love is projected, to 

be valuable. If the loved one is valuable, then a complementary principle of love would be a 

desire to create additional “value” for that person. So, for example, I love and value my wife. My 

desire is for her to be all that God wants her to be and to have all that God wants her to 
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have. Thus, I will work to create and contribute value for her because I am motivated by my love 

for her. 

Consider the commandment to “love your neighbor as yourself,” familiar to many in other words 

as The Golden Rule. We typically read this as “Love your neighbor like you love yourself.” In 

other words, “Love your neighbor in the same way that you love yourself.” This is certainly a 

legitimate and helpful way to think through that phrase. However, let’s imagine that the word as 

is substituted with the word while. For example, at a meal, we might talk as, or while, we 

eat. With this new meaning in mind, the commandment is now interpreted as “Love your 

neighbor while you love yourself.” This brings out a deeper connotation, suggesting that we 

ought to be taking actions which simultaneously enable loving our neighbor and loving 

ourselves. The idea is that both you and your neighbor are benefitting from the actions taken. 

Imagine that you, your neighbor, and everyone in your neighborhood are acting in this way, 

loving each other and taking “love” actions that create value for each other. A love action in this 

scenario is simply providing goods or services to one another in exchange for other goods or 

services. Think of a very primitive society where there are only two jobs: hunting and 

farming. The farmers have plenty of potatoes, but they’d enjoy having some meat. The hunters 

have meat, but would like to have some potatoes. The hunters get together with the farmers and 

trade meat and potatoes with each other. Value has been created because both the farmers and 

the hunters are better off than they were before they traded their goods with each other. This is 

an example of my definition of economics: the process by which human beings act together to 

create value. Or, in other words, economics is the Golden Rule in operation. 

In this sense, I think it’s fair to say that God invented economics. But, am I saying that the 

economy operates based on love? Well, yes and no. Economics, properly understood in the 

context of the Golden Rule, ought to be based on love both for our neighbors and ourselves. Of 

course, we know that not everyone operates according to the law of love. The genius of God in 

devising this system, however, is that value creation is achieved even if the people involved in 

the economic activity are not acting out of love.  

Let’s say I am having a bad day and am not exhibiting love the way the Lord wants me to. In this 

mood, I go to the grocery store to buy a loaf of bread. I’m not very pleasant to the store owner or 

employees. Still, by buying the loaf of bread, value has been created. Both the grocer and I am 

better off. I wanted the bread more than the money I paid for it and the grocer wanted my money 

more than the bread. How do I know we are both better off? Because if we weren’t both going to 

be better off, the bread/money transaction would never have taken place. This ability to freely 

exchange with one another is the key to understanding why value can be created despite 

motivations other than love. 

Am I saying that Christians shouldn’t give without expecting something in return? No, not at all. 

I’m simply saying that, as Christians, we should understand the economy and our participation in 

it as one way for us to put God’s love into action. My argument for this understanding is not 

meant to exclude any and all other ways one can imagine to love others, including outright 
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giving, but we must realize that giving must be preceded by value creation – otherwise, there is 

nothing to give.  

Economics is about how we live and how we treat each other. It is an integral part of how we 

build the Kingdom. Love your neighbor, love yourself, and take part in God’s economy!  

The Principle of Investing 

Let’s move forward with our discussion of investing and what that means.  

Remember our simple working definition: Investing is sacrificing today for a better tomorrow. I 

am using the word sacrifice quite deliberately. The word sacrifice and the word sacred come 

from the same root. The idea behind these words is that something is sanctified, set apart, and 

dedicated. So, when one invests, one is setting apart and dedicating something in expectation of 

something even better in the future. Indeed, at the ultimate and highest level, God has given us 

the example of the sacrifice of His Son, so that all of us could have the opportunity of a future 

reconciled to our Creator.  

Investing has a few important attributes. I’d like to explore these using the example of farming: 

seedtime and harvest. I use this because it is so familiar to us as Christians. Farming or some 

version of planting and harvesting is used extensively in Scripture. 

Investing is purposeful. No one invests by accident. It takes a decision to make it happen. The 

seed doesn’t just fall on the ground; the farmer plants it intentionally and with the goal of 

harvesting later. 

Investment involves sacrifice. The farmer gives up current consumption of food, because the 

farmer could choose to make bread from his seed rather than plant it. 

Investment involves the future. Hopefully, this one is obvious: the harvest takes place at a point 

in time after planting. 

Investment involves risk. The farmer knows that a drought or flood or hailstorm could wipe out 

his crops. 

Investment involves faith. Despite the risks, the farmer chooses to plant seed in expectation of 

harvest.  

This last part is my favorite because it shows that the concept of investing is intertwined with our 

Christian walk. Faith in God is an investment in relationship with Him. We invest in time spent 

studying His Word, praying, volunteering, and supporting His Church. In this context, tithes and 

offerings are understood as a three-way investment: (1) Most obviously, they represent an 

investment in the local church, ensuring that the work of the ministry succeeds; (2) They 

represent the consummation of God’s earthly covenant with us, that He will provide blessing and 
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protection to us (Deuteronomy 30); and, (3) they represent the consummation of God’s heavenly 

covenant with us, that we will have treasures in heaven following this earthly existence 

(Matthew 6:20).  

How Investing Influences our World  

All of the goods and services that make our lives better is a result of investing. Think of your 

favorite restaurant: someone invested in a building, kitchen equipment, food, employees, etc., all 

to make your experience memorable. The car you drive is an investment in design, engineering, 

manufacturing facilities, dealership showrooms, mechanics, and more, all to provide you 

mobility. Our church is an investment in buildings, pastoral ministry, worship leaders, musical 

instruments, a volunteer system, etc., all to provide the atmosphere for the Spirit of God to thrive 

and for lives to be changed.  

Investing is vital to all the things we enjoy, all the things we need, and all the things we want. In 

short, investing is critical to life and, especially, life more abundant (John 10:10).  

Living on God’s Economy 

Giving is not a minor topic in Scripture. In fact, the word give in its various forms is used 2,162 

times throughout the Bible—that is more than believe (271 times), prayer (268 times), and love 

(714 times) all combined! 

Yet, in spite of the vast material on giving, many Christians respond to even the mention of the 

word by reaching for their wallets—to hold them tightly closed. 

Does this response reflect a true lack of resources? Can we really not afford to give? Actually, 

the opposite is true—we can’t afford not to give. 

Giving Meets Our Needs 
 

God does not need our money, for He is the one who has given it to us! “Every good gift and 

every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no 

variableness, neither shadow of turning” (James 1:17). 

God does not command us to give to meet His needs—God has no needs. “For every beast of the 

forest is mine, and the cattle upon a thousand hills. I know all the fowls of the mountains: and the 

wild beasts of the field are mine. If I were hungry, I would not tell thee: for the world is mine, 

and the fullness thereof” (Psalm 50:10–12). 

God commands us to give to meet our needs. More than we need any material goods, we need to 

know God as our Provider and Sustainer. Giving reminds us that everything we have comes from 

God, and it increases our awareness of our dependence on Him. 
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To meet our need to give, God has ordained a system in which He has voluntarily made His 

work dependent upon our giving. God could have set His work to perpetuate without monetary 

resources or to be supplied through other means than us, His people. 

In God’s economic system, however, we, the givers, are truly the recipients. When we give, God 

blesses us with far greater blessings than we yielded. 

Giving Points Us to Our Provider 
 

Giving frees us from the belief that we are our own providers. Even the man who has earned 

every penny he owns by the sweat of his brow must acknowledge Who gave him the job, the 

opportunity, the ability, the health to work. 

As someone once commented, “The trouble with some self-made men is that they worship their 

creator.” Giving to God is a tangible way of acknowledging that we are not self-made, that all we 

have comes from God. 

Giving Teaches Us to Live by Faith 
 

Obedience to God’s plan for giving forces us to live by faith, for faith is displayed by obedience. 

The starting place for giving is found in Malachi 3:10, “Bring ye all the tithes into the 

storehouse….” Tithing is such an important command to God that He warns us we are literally 

robbing Him when we hold back the tithe. “Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But ye 

say, Wherein have we robbed thee? In tithes and offerings” (Malachi 3:8). 

God made an incredible promise to the nation of Israel when He said, “Bring ye all the tithes into 

the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the Lord 

of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there 

shall not be room enough to receive it” (Malachi 3:10). 

Although we are now living in the “church age” or the “age of grace,” it is my conviction that a 

Christian would not give less under grace than the Old Testament saint did under the law. 

Because God has prescribed a base proportion of ten percent, tithing is not truly giving; it is 

bringing God what already belongs to Him. Biblical giving begins when one gives above the 

tithe. 

If there were no other reason to give, obedience would be a sufficient compelling factor. Yet God 

desires that we would not give out of obedience only, but also from hearts of love. When we thus 

give, we find the joy of living on God’s economy. 
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THE ECONOMY OF THE TRIUNE GOD 

My burden in all the messages I am giving here is to share with you something of God’s 

economy. Let us read 1 Timothy chapter 1, verses 3 through 7: “That you might charge certain 

ones not to teach different things nor to give heed to myths and unending genealogies, which 

produce questionings rather than God’s economy, which is in faith. But the end of the charge is 

love out of a pure heart and out of a good conscience and out of unfeigned faith; from which 

things some, having misaimed, have turned aside to vain talking, desiring to be teachers of the 

law.” 

These verses contain two very important expressions as indicated in Greek, the original language 

of the New Testament: God’s economy and misaimed. The apostle Paul was chosen by God to 

bear the responsibility for God’s economy, and he trained his spiritual son Timothy in this 

economy. It is quite interesting to note that Paul’s Epistles to Timothy were written at a time 

when many Christians had drifted from the original pathway. They had missed the central mark 

of God’s economy and were paying attention to something else. 

THE DISTRACTIONS FROM GOD’S ECONOMY 

According to history two prevailing elements distracted the early Christians from the right track: 

Judaism and Gnosticism. Both the Judaizers with their religious doctrines and forms and the 

Gnostics with their philosophies deterred the Christians from following the Lord in the pathway 

of God’s economy. Apparently, it was the good elements of Judaism and Gnosticism that 

sidetracked these early Christians. If these elements were not comparatively good, they could 

never have been prevailing enough to cause the believers to miss the mark of God’s economy. 

For instance, the Judaizers strongly stressed the Mosaic law of the Old Testament. There 

certainly was nothing wrong with the law. On the contrary, it was unquestionably right and good 

and was given directly by God Himself. But the law of itself was not related to the mark of 

God’s economy. Gnosticism, from the human point of view, also had its good principles. In fact, 

it was one of the best inventions of human civilization and was a kind of help to the heathen. But 

the Gnostics tried to bring their philosophy into the church, distracting the early Christians from 

the mark of God’s economy. 

Today, even though there are no Judaizers or Gnostics to disturb us, there is still much to distract 

us. For nearly twenty centuries the subtle one has never ceased using the seemingly good things 

to divert believers from following the Lord in the right track. If we spend time with the Lord, we 

will realize that the enemy is persistent in utilizing even the good things of Christianity to 

distract the Lord’s children from the mark of God’s economy. While I was traveling through 

many districts in this country during the last few years, I realized that many religious matters and 

even scriptural things have been used by the subtle enemy to influence seeking Christians to 

depart from the pathway of God’s economy. 
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THE DEFINITION OF GOD’S ECONOMY 

What is God’s economy? The Scriptures, composed of sixty-six books, contain many different 

teachings, but if we would make a thorough and careful study of the Scriptures with spiritual 

insight, we would realize that God’s economy is simply His plan to dispense Himself into 

humanity. God’s economy is God’s dispensation, which means nothing else than God dispensing 

Himself into the human race. It is regrettable that the term dispensation has been misused by 

Christianity. Its definition is nearly the same as the Greek word economy. It means the 

administrative arrangement, the governmental management, or the dispensing, distributing 

stewardship of God’s plan. In this divine dispensation God, who is almighty and all-inclusive, 

intends to dispense nothing other than Himself to us. This needs to be repeated many times in 

order to impress us deeply. 

God is exceedingly rich. He is like a successful businessman who has an enormous amount of 

capital. God has a business in this universe, and His vast wealth is His capital. We do not realize 

how many billions, countless billions, He has. All of this capital is simply Himself, and with it 

He intends to “manufacture” Himself in mass production. God Himself is the Businessman, the 

capital, and the product. His intention is to dispense Himself to many people in mass production 

and free of charge. Therefore, God requires such a divine arrangement, a divine management, a 

divine dispensation, a divine economy, in order to bring Himself into humanity. 

Let us be more specific. Now that we know that God’s purpose is to dispense Himself, we must 

discover what God is in order to know what He is dispensing. In other words, what is the 

substance of God? When a businessman plans to manufacture a product, he must first of all be 

clear about the substance, or its basic constituent. God’s substance is Spirit (John 4:24). The very 

essence of the almighty, all-inclusive, universal God is simply Spirit. God is the Manufacturer, 

and He intends to reproduce Himself as the product; therefore, whatever He reproduces must be 

Spirit, the very substance of Himself. 

THE VISION OF THE MARK OF GOD’S ECONOMY 

The economy of God with its mark was given at the beginning of this book, but after reading all 

these chapters, it is still possible to miss it. In simple words, God’s economy is to work Himself 

into us, and in order to accomplish this He must do it in three persons—the Father, the Son, and 

the Spirit. From the beginning of this book we have spent much time in this economy of the 

Triune God. God never intended to give us the doctrine of the Trinity in the Scriptures. The 

doctrine only involves us in many different concepts. But the Scriptures do reveal how God 

accomplished His divine economy in three distinct persons. 

We have pointed out that the word economy in Greek means “administration, stewardship, 

government, arrangement, dispensation.” The word dispensation is used without any thought of 

periods of time, but with the meaning of the dispensing of God into us. Again, we repeat, God’s 

intention is to dispense Himself into us. This plan is the center of His creation and redemption. 

God created and redeemed man for this purpose, that man might be the container into which He 
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could dispense Himself. In the whole universe—time, space, and eternity—the center of God’s 

economy is to dispense Himself into humanity. 

Eventually, the ultimate consummation of all God’s work of creation, redemption, and 

transformation is the universal mingling of God with man. Thus, the New Jerusalem comes into 

existence as the ultimate result of all God’s work as recorded in the sixty-six books of the 

Scriptures. This result is nothing other than the universal mingling of God with man. The New 

Jerusalem is a mingling of God Himself with a corporate body of people. At that time they will 

no longer be natural, but every part and every aspect will have been regenerated, transformed, 

and conformed by God and with God as life. They will have been transformed in nature and 

conformed in appearance to God Himself. If we are going to serve the Lord in a proper way, we 

need to have this vision. This vision is not new; it is the original vision from the beginning of the 

church age. But it must be new and renewed day by day in us. It must be the controlling vision of 

all our work, life, and activity. 

THE MARK ACCOMPLISHED THROUGH FOUR STEPS 

What is the mark of this economy? First of all, the Father, who is the source, has been put in the 

Son. The Father with all His fullness has come forth in the person of the Son. The Son is both the 

embodiment and the expression of the Father; no one but the Son has ever seen God the Father. 

In the Son God has accomplished all that He planned by four major steps: incarnation, 

crucifixion, resurrection, and ascension. These four steps have fulfilled all that God planned in 

eternity. 

By incarnation God was brought into man. God has been brought into the human nature and has 

lived in it for thirty-three and a half years on this earth. Whatever human sufferings there were 

on this earth, God has suffered. It was not merely a man by the name of Jesus who suffered, but 

it was God within Him who was suffering. 

Next was the crucifixion. All the twelve negative items such as Satan, the fallen man, sin, the 

world, death, etc., have been brought to the cross and put to an end. All the negative things were 

terminated at the cross. 

The resurrection followed the crucifixion. Resurrection recovered and uplifted the standard of 

humanity created by God and brought the human nature into God. By incarnation the divine 

nature was brought into man; by resurrection the human nature was brought into God. Now it is 

possible for man to have more than a created human nature, for his nature has been regenerated, 

uplifted, and brought into God. After the resurrection, Christ was exhibited to the whole universe 

as a “model.” In this model God is in man and man is in God. Since all the negative things have 

been dealt with and terminated by the cross, there is nothing negative in this model. 

This model then ascended to the heavens and was enthroned with glory and authority. The 

human mind cannot apprehend this picture. At this point everything was accomplished; nothing 

was left unfinished. This model, which is God mingled with man and man mingled with God, 
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ascended far above all things in space and in time. He transcended to the highest place in the 

universe and was enthroned with glory and authority. 

Then from this glorified One the Holy Spirit came like the outflow of a liquid composed of many 

elements. The divine nature, the human nature, the human life, the human suffering, the death of 

the cross, the resurrection, the ascension, and the enthronement are all elements included in the 

Holy Spirit. As we have seen, this wonderful outflow is the all-inclusive dose—whatever we 

need is in this dose. As this outflow, the Holy Spirit has been poured into us. On the day of 

resurrection and on the day of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit of Jesus, the Spirit including all the 

elements, came into and upon the early Christians. On the one hand, He comes into us, and on 

the other hand, He comes upon us. God in His three persons mingles Himself with us. 

What Jesus Has to Say about God’s Economy 

It is often said that Jesus had more to say about money than any other subject. 

From his statements about wealth and possessions, to his parables about agriculture and land, to 

his calling his followers to invest in treasures in heaven, Jesus’ teachings are replete with the 

theme of wealth and possessions. 

 We might say that Jesus was, to some extent, an economist. 

By saying that Jesus was an economist, I don’t mean that Jesus was an economist in the sense 

that you and I think of an economist. 

Jesus did not earn a degree in economics. He was not a major investor in the Roman economy. 

And he wrote no book on the issue of financial success. But he had a great deal to say about 

economics, and specifically how he envisioned God’s economy. 

But what do we mean by God’s economy? Our modern word, “economy,” really has more to do 

with profits and losses and wages and benefits. 

It is concerned with trade deficits and budget deficits. It is focused on unemployment, welfare 

and a host of other issues. All of these are legitimate concerns in a modern-day economy like our 

own, but this is not exactly what is meant when talking about God’s economy. 

Before we move to unpack what we might mean by God’s economy, we need to dispel some 

fallacies that I think are ingrained in our cultural subconscious. 

First, while the idea is popular among religious conservatives, Jesus was not a capitalist, and his 

teachings should not be interpreted as being specifically supportive of capitalism. 

It is hard to believe that Jesus even would have been a capitalist since he sided with the poor 

over the rich, and he gave up worldly possessions and called others to do the same. 
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So when some Christians want to argue that the Bible and Jesus support capitalism as God’s 

ordained way of doing economics, they are sadly mistaken. 

Second, one can be a follower of Christ and be a capitalist or a socialist. Following Jesus is not 

about one’s concept of the best form of modern-day economics, despite those same religious 

conservatives saying the opposite in recent years. 

We should never equate any political or economic ideology, such as capitalism or socialism, with 

being Christian or non-Christian. 

Again, this is not to say that Jesus was not concerned with economics, for he clearly was. 

So, in considering what Jesus said and did that defined God’s economy, perhaps the idea we 

should dispel the most goes back to the word economy, and what exactly this word means.  

The Greek word from which we get our English word economy is oikonomia. The word means 

house-law, or perhaps better, house rules or management. 

It would have been used to talk about a family managing their household. But this would apply 

to more than simply managing the finances of the home. 

If we consider, then, that Jesus was concerned with the economy, that is managing the 

household, we should ask exactly what this means. 

We could take it as Jesus talking about individual households and families taking care of their 

own business and managing their own affairs. 

But this seems a bit limiting, particularly when Jesus does not appear to be concerned with the 

financial success of individual families. 

What if we consider Jesus to be talking about all of creation as God’s household? This, at least 

from my reading of Scripture, seems to make sense, and I think the story of creation from 

Genesis captures this idea wonderfully. 

We are told that the representatives of humanity were to care for the garden in which God had 

placed them. They were charged with caring for God’s household, and specifically with caring 

for each other. 

And this, it appears, is how Jesus views God’s economy; an economy that is not so much 

concerned with profits, but with the welfare of all. 

Economic systems that are focused on profits are inherently inconsistent in the effects on the 

lives of people within a society, for they create the haves and the have-nots. 
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But God’s economy, as envisioned by Jesus, confronts the economies of the world with their 

inherent inconsistencies toward humanity that caused some to be rich and others to be poor, and 

judges them as unjust. 

What is needed to move our economics in line with God’s economy is more fairness and 

equality. 

When Paul was writing to the Corinthians to ask them to share with those in Jerusalem who were 

experiencing famine, he based that appeal on what Christ had done for them by becoming poor 

so that they could become rich. 

Paul was, of course, speaking of a spiritual richness. 

But, he also understood that the economy of God was about justice and fairness, and in calling 

the Corinthians to give up some of their wealth for the benefit of others, Paul said,  

“I do not mean that there should be relief for others and pressure on you, but it is a question of a 

fair balance between your present abundance and their need, so that their abundance may be for 

your need, in order that there may be a fair balance. As it is written, ‘The one who had much did 

not have too much, and the one who had little did not have too little.'” 

2 Corinthians 8:13-15 

Both Jesus and Paul understood that God was concerned with more than the spiritual welfare of 

people, and Jesus’ message was certainly more about economics than we often admit. 

But they also understood that God’s economy was about fairness and justice, particularly toward 

the poor.  

Christians can disagree as to how we create an economy that is more just and fair, but we cannot 

deny that Jesus was very clear about what constituted God’s vision of a just and fair economy. 

It was not the greedy accumulation of wealth that left others poor and destitute. It was the 

viewing of wealth and possessions as that which God graciously gives to some so that they might 

share with others. 

The test of faithfulness to Jesus is always in how we treat the vulnerable of society. Christians 

who seek to follow Jesus in authentic discipleship should strive for the fulfillment of God’s 

economy in which the one who has much does not have too much, and the one who has little 

does not have too little. 
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Wealth in God’s Economy 

Jesus is giving the same lesson in chapter 9 of Mark that we heard in chapter 8 in our gospel 

lesson last Sunday. Today we have a second prediction of the coming betrayal and of Jesus’ 

death. In this hard message about what is to unfold betrayal, death… and then resurrection… the 

disciples still do not understand. How could they? Maybe they could wrap their minds around 

concepts of betrayal and death… but resurrection? What does that mean for them? What does it 

mean for the future of this movement of which they are a part… and have invested the whole of 

their lives? What would resurrection look like? The notion was beyond the framework of their 

current understanding. It didn’t make sense to twelve. All seemed to have been going along just 

fine. They were enjoying this great adventure with Jesus travelling from place to place, hearing 

his stories and teachings, and witnessing marvelous things. 

But Jesus was beginning to feel pressed about getting the message across to the twelve about 

what was going to be happening in the not-to-distant future. Jesus was on a trajectory towards 

Jerusalem and confrontation with the earthly powers-that-be that lay ahead. Life as the disciples 

had known it was going to change. 

In our lesson today the group is on the move. Jesus had gotten them out away from towns and 

crowds, away from parents seeking healing for their children, away from the curious masses 

straining to get a glimpse of the itinerant teacher they had heard so much about. Jesus gets the 

disciples away and alone, out on the road past Galilee, to relay the hard prediction once again. … 

and once again the disciples do not understand. … and fear begins to seep into their hearts and 

minds. The twelve were afraid to ask questions “teacher, what does this all mean?” Rather than 

asking to learn more, rather than trying to delve into heart of the lesson, rather than staying with 

the raw painful images that Jesus had just set before the disciples, the whole group flips the 

channel channel, changes the subject, and promptly delve into a contest with one another… 

seeking to win the “Who is the best disciple?” competition. What does a teacher do with a rag 

tag bunch like that? 

When they arrive in Capernaum Jesus calls the disciples on their bickering and boasting by 

asking “What were you arguing about on your way over here?” The group, that had been so very 

animated just a few moments before, fell silent. Jesus had their number and he had their 

attention. This is what they call a “teachable moment.” Jesus now shifts the lesson from, what for 

him are visceral, palpable issues of his own coming death and the big news and paradox about 

life conquering death. Jesus shifts the lesson from ideas that the group could not yet wrap their 

minds around, or see, or touch, or begin to imagine. 

 In this teachable moment Jesus changes his approach by giving a down-to-earth lesson and 

illustration in gospel economics… an economics in which death is not the last word… economics 

that does not focus on Wall Street or the Federal Reserve… not on earthly economics that 

measures fiscal health in dollars and cents, or uses metrics and calculations that factor in new 

housing starts or sales of durable goods. … not the kind of economics that waits with baited 

breath to hear from Janet Yellen about whether or not the prime interest rate is going to be raised 
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or not. Jesus is not talking about economics in terms in shekels, drachmas, or dollars. He is 

talking about God’s economy in which paradox is at its heart, in which our earthly ideas and 

notions about wealth and success are challenged, and turned upside down and inside out.  

“Whoever wants to be first must be last of all… and servant of all.” Success and wealth in Gods 

economy is not achieved by standing on the backs of others, or by having categories of winners 

and losers. Success, wealth and prosperity, in God’s realm, is when all of God’s beloved are 

valued and have a seat at the table, and are recognized, and invited to participate and offer their 

contributions and gifts no matter how small or large. In God’s economy “Whoever wants to be 

first must last of all and servant of all.” To illustrate this lesson Jesus takes a child, puts it among 

them, takes the child in his arms and says to his students… This is where you will find God’s 

treasure for you, and for our world… it is as simple and as complicated as this… 

It is easy for us in our YouTube saturated age to go all mushy over the image of a child 

especially if the child says or does something cute and outrageously adorable… giggling 

uncontrollably, or dancing with delight and abandon in ways that only little children seem to do. 

If we think that Jesus’ lesson was about the heart warming innocence of children, as we know 

them, we are missing the point. 

In Jesus’ day were children valued very differently than in our time… The value of the small, 

young version of a human being was not in their present form, but lay mostly their potential for 

future productivity. A child would grow up to procreate and produce the next generation…. and 

carry on the family name… and be care takers to their elder parents. As workers children were 

considered somewhat useful, but not nearly as much so as they would when they were grown. 

Child mortality rates were high. It was probably best not to get too emotionally attached to the 

young. Two thousand years ago children were barely acknowledged, barely seen. They were 

considered among the least.  

When Jesus lifts up the child, he is not saying that the child is the model of discipleship or that 

innocence is the ideal. Rather, Jesus is offering a tangible, real life illustration about the meaning 

of true discipleship… in an economy in which the last shall be first. The one who welcomes the 

child, the one who honors, values and serves the child… who in this story represents the least in 

any society… the one who dares to step away from earthly measures of wealth and success…. is 

a true disciple who will not strive to be better, more powerful, more recognized than anyone else. 

Getting to the head of the line means letting go of worldly measures of success. Success in God’s 

realm is measured in paradox. It is measured by the sincerity and daring of fully welcoming the 

outcast, the beggar, the invisible poor, refugees without a country, the forgotten veteran, the 

warehoused prisoner, those lost to mental illness, those lost to addiction, the ones who are on the 

very periphery of our limited vision, the ones who, too often, are deemed unworthy and 

unlovable. The child represents those of any time or place who are at the bottom of society’s 

heap… least valued by society and the world, and too often tossed aside as expendable. The 

economy of the Gospel makes the welfare and integrity of every human being the gold standard. 

In Christ, we are challenged to let go of what we think we understand… in order to see things 

differently… to live into God’s economy with Gospel vision… The “up-side-down” truth of the 
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Gospel is that it challenges us to let go of the way we have been holding tightly to our limited 

understandings of wealth and prosperity and success.  

The upside down truth is the seeming folly of our king riding triumphantly into Jerusalem on a 

humble donkey… to be crowned with thorns… and elevated on a cross… And it is out of this 

upside down kingship… through the confusing painful scene at Golgotha on Good Friday… that 

we have been given the gift of new life in the resurrection… a new life in which we were invited 

to be Easter people and to live into God’s rich and paradoxical economy. It is difficult to 

understand… but the only way we are able to recognize Easter out of the depths of Good 

Friday’s sorrow… is not to stay caught in the grips of fear and despair, but to enter into it, dare to 

look at hard truths when we would rather look away, to receive the experience, and then let go 

into this new way of discipleship and dedication to God’s way… and in such letting go… we can 

know new life and live into God’s vision of true wealth. 

Shifting systems, living into God’s economy as a people of the resurrection, is actually less 

challenging than we might imagine… it is a simple, prayerful gesture really… It means shifting 

our focus from fixating on whether Wall Street posts gains or losses… and letting go into 

Christ’s boundless love and hospitality… truly seeing and welcoming those who our different 

from us…. … inviting the least among us… releasing ourselves into God’s wealth that cannot be 

counted in dollars and cents… God’s wealth and success is not about measuring our worthiness, 

and those of others, in terms of winners and losers. True wealth in God’s realm is about living 

into the mystery, the paradox and the love that is much more than we can ask for or ever 

imagine… 

 

God's Economy vs World's Economy 

A Message of Hope in these uncertain times!  

There is an Economy that exists outside of the world's system; It's God's Economy. The 

Kingdom Laws which govern God's Economy can be accessed by any Christian who is in 

Covenant with God. 

 

In these uncertain economic times it's comforting to know that the Holy Bible has real answers. 

For a more in-depth teaching you may like to purchase a copy of my New Book 'God's 

Economy'. I also have a number of Audio CD Teaching Series that deal with this subject found 

in our On-Line Shop.  

 It seems that everywhere you look the economists are telling us that the world is headed for deep 

financial chaos.  It’s not a matter of "if" but "when" this bleak prognosis is going to come to 

pass.  Rising interest rates, raging fuel prices, increased inflation, oil costs being lifted are going 

to cause insurmountable problems economically. 

 

http://www.awesomechurch.com/blogsingle.html
http://www.awesomechurch.com/blogsingle.html


 

GOD’S ECONOMY ALL NATIONS BIBLE INSTITUTION & PROJECTS 

 

GOD’S ECONOMY 

Top financial advisers everywhere are telling us that this is not a good time to be in debt.  This is 

the world’s economy functioning like a stranglehold on society. 

 

The result is fear, anxiety and depression for millions of people trying to make ends 

meet.  Man’s governance of wealth is dreadfully unfair with unequal distribution of wealth 

world-wide.  This is the world’s system and it’s cursed. 

That’s the bad news….and now the GOOD NEWS! 
 

There is another economy which exists outside of the world’s economy. An economy which is 

far more superior and is not intimidated by the world’s system in anyway.  It’s God’s Economy, 

which is governed by God’s Word and the government of heaven. 

 

The key to escape the consequences of the spiralling global financial chaos is simply this: Are 

you in Covenant with God? 

 

Deuteronomy 8:18 

And you shall remember the Lord your God for it is He who gives you power to get wealth, that 

He may establish His covenant. 

 There are many important keys contained in this scripture. 

o We should REMEMBER the Lord. 

o It is He who gives you POWER to get wealth. 

o We are to GET WEALTH but He will empower us to do it. 

o He may ESTABLISH HIS COVENANT. 

In other words, God is going to supernaturally give you the opportunities, talents, gifting, open 

doors and breakthroughs required to get wealth. 

As a Christian I am in covenant with the Most High God who loves me and cares for me. The 

Covenant with God is based on the fact that I have now died to self and I am available to God for 

whatever He pleases and because of this He is bound to have to take care of me. A Covenant is a 

duel agreement which has mutual benefits for each party. My Covenant with God guarantees me 

provision. God's Covenant with me guarantees Him service. 

Within this Covenant I have all the rights of a Kingdom person functioning with King Jesus as 

my supreme leader and authority. I am an ambassador for Christ. I represent the King of Kings 

and the Lord of Lords therefore my King and government is bound to meet all of my needs as I 

represent Him. 

In the Kingdom of God there is no buying & selling. This is the earthly system which requires a 

trade to take place. In the Kingdom of God the economy operates on a far higher principal, the 

law of sowing & reaping. Attached to this principal is the dynamic power of the Blessing! 
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The keys which govern prosperity & abundance are simple spiritual kingdom laws which when 

activated work every time. For example...Through Tithing the Law of the Kingdom say's that I 

will be blessed. That God will rebuke the devouring spirit from touching my provision and that 

the windows of heaven will be opened upon my life. This is found in Malachi Chapter 3. 

Proverbs 10:22 

The BLESSING of the Lord makes one rich and He adds no sorrow with it. 

The Hebrew translation say’s ‘The Blessing of the Lord makes rich and hard work or toil adds 

nothing to it.  Hard work and toil which is fatigue in body and mind in attempting to get ahead 

will not stand against the blessing! 

 

Mankind is forced to have to toil for His provision because of the curse which exists as a result 

of the fall of Adam & Eve when they sinned.  When Adam & Eve fell into sin they lost 3 things. 

5. They lost their RELATIONSHIP with God. 

6. They lost their ASSIGNMENT in God. 

7. They lost their PROVISION in God. 

Adam is now cast out of Eden which is the Garden of Plenty. He must now wander and survive 

outside of God's favour. He must now toil to meet his needs. This is a perfect picture of man 

today. Lost, Alone & Toiling! This is the curse on mankind. 

The Bible tells us in Galatians 3:13-14, that the curse is broken because of what Jesus Christ 

accomplished on the Cross, so that the Blessing may take effect. 

 

Every person who is in Covenant with God through faith in Jesus Christ immediately receives 

the blessing of God.  This blessing does 3 important things to the life of the Born-Again 

Christian. 

8. The power to produce. 

9. The covenant that overrides the curse. 

10. The anointing of God by which divine favour flows. 

Yes, when a person is born-again they have their sins forgiven and they receive eternal life with 

God but the Blessing also contains many more benefits. Hebrews 6:9 say’s that there are ‘better 

things’ which accompany salvation. Those better things pertain to your whole life – Spirit, Soul, 

Body, Relationship & Finances. 

 

Now that the ‘Blessing’ is operating in your life you have full access to God’s Economy of 

Abundance.  

 

Proverbs 8:17-21 

I love those who love Me, and those who seek Me diligently will find ME. 

Riches and honour are with Me, enduring riches and righteousness. 
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My fruit is better than gold, yes, than fine gold. And My revenue than choice silver. 

I traverse the way of righteousness, In the midst of the paths of justice. 

That I may cause those who love Me to inherit wealth, that I may fill their treasuries. 

Thoughts about God’s economy   

If we want to invest in what matters most to God, we must mobilize a multiethnic, 

multigenerational and multieconomic Kingdom Force of disciples making disciples.  

Kevin Batman | January 17, 2019 | Blog Teaching  

Global equity markets have recently experienced volatility. When this happens, people take note. 

Pondering the economic implications once again, two lessons I have learned, and their 

correlation with God’s truth, came to mind. 

Lesson ONE – There is always opportunity. 

In the midst of equity market confusion, remember that for every seller there is a buyer. On the 

surface it would appear to be a zero-sum gain, in that for every winner there is a loser. The 

reality is likely much different. It is possible that a transaction decision can create greater value 

for both parties creating a win-win situation. 

Through the years, I have repeatedly been reminded that there is always opportunity in business. 

And so it is in God’s economy. Stories in Scripture centering on defeat and despair transform 

into stories of victory and opportunity. Furthermore, if we are observant of life happening around 

us, God’s faithfulness to others as well as to ourselves is revealed. Because God is active, there is 

always opportunity (Genesis 50:20, Jeremiah 29:11, Romans 8:28). 

Lesson TWO – Invest in what brings value.  

It is essential to understand what brings value to those whom you serve. In economic terms, 

value shifts and changes over time, but to God value is unchanging. God values people. We are 

his most valued creation! God loved us so much that he sent Christ to die for us so we could live 

eternally with him. Then, God made his Holy Spirit available to us to assure, preserve, guide and 

enable us. We have been bought with a price, and God’s divine power has given us everything 

we need for life and godliness. 

Following are some practical implications for those within the Church who serve in governance 

and financial roles: 

1. People are most important; they have eternal value. In accounting terms, people are an 

investment, not an expense. Have an investment mindset. 

2. Invest in your clergy and staff. Be alert to their needs and find cost-effective ways to 

provide for them. 

https://www.wesleyan.org/category/blog
https://www.wesleyan.org/category/blog/teaching
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3. Don’t spend everything you receive. Create breathing room in your budgets and manage 

finances in a manner that avoids shocks to clergy, staff and the congregation. 

4. Reserves for emergencies (up to three months of operations) are wise and essential but 

are not the primary goal. Investing in people is. 

If we want to invest in what matters most to God, we must mobilize a multiethnic, 

multigenerational and multieconomic Kingdom Force of disciples making disciples — laity and 

clergy, women and men, from everywhere to everywhere. 

Wise Decision-Making in God’s Economy 

As believers in Christ, we strive to hear the blessing of our Father, “Well done, good and faithful 

servant. Enter into the joy of your master” (Matt. 25:21). The question is, how do we do that? 

How do we know that we are pleasing God in all that we do? How can we make God-pleasing 

decisions, both big and small? 

Applying the economic way of thinking helps us be wise and prudent in our decision making. 

Thinking economically helps us steward all of our resources—time, treasure, talent—to the glory 

of God. 

The economic way of thinking forces us to evaluate the costs of all of our choices and thus be 

good stewards. When we utilize this way of thinking in our own lives, we are able to serve others 

better with our God-given gifts and talents, and others are able to better serve us in return. Wise, 

God-pleasing decision-making allows us to both benefit from and contribute to the human 

flourishing God desires for his creation. 

When we are allowed to freely pursue our unique talents in the way that God intended, we no 

longer have to accomplish everything with our own resources. This benefits us personally, 

people we know, and even people we don’t know. Amazingly, by living into God’s purpose for 

our lives, we can help strangers across the world. 

Getting up every morning, going to work, and getting paid to provide a product or service frees 

others from doing something they may not be good at doing. This is motivated by the pursuit of 

profit but it is the pursuit of profit under the rule of law and with virtue that actually allows us to 

use our gifts, talents and abilities to serve each other. When others pursue profit they are induced 

to serve complete strangers and when done with integrity, this benefits not just the entrepreneur 

but the customers they are servicing. Consider a simple example of bananas. I live in 

Washington, DC, in a climate that is not conducive to growing bananas. Because I live in a 

society of freedom that incentivizes citizens to serve others, I can walk into a grocery store and 

buy bananas for merely 19 cents each! This is a truly amazing example of the complex design of 

God’s creation. 

God creates us each with unique gifts and talents, and he calls us to be fruitful with our 

resources. Productivity is a good thing; it gives us leftover resources with which we can serve 

https://store.tifwe.org/products/be-fruitful-and-multiply-why-economics-is-necessary-for-making-god-pleasing-decisions-digital-download
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others. Part of our job as Christians is to pursue productivity in order to seek the flourishing of 

the community we live in. Consider Jeremiah 29, where Jeremiah encourages the Babylonian 

exiles who are living in a foreign land. 

“Build houses and live in them; plant gardens and eat their produce. Take wives and have sons 

and daughters; take wives for your sons, and give your daughters in marriage, that they may bear 

sons and daughters; multiply there, and do not decrease. But seek the welfare of the city where I 

have sent you into exile, and pray to the Lord on its behalf, for in its welfare you will find your 

welfare.” (Jer. 29:5-7) 

God called the Babylonian exiles to seek the flourishing and prosperity of their foreign city. It’s 

a message that rang true thousands of years ago and still applies today. How do we do it? We do 

it by serving our families, our neighbors, our communities, our churches, our city, and our 

nation. And we do it by making careful, wise decisions about how we serve others. With limited 

time, money, and energy, we must think economically about the most efficient, best way to serve 

others with our resources. 

The economic way of thinking is not just applied in politics or the economy. To seek the 

flourishing of our communities and the world, we must use people’s talents wisely, understand 

the role of the church and what God is calling the church to do, and we must employ the talents 

and gifts of the church wisely. 

When we do this, we serve and are served. We have more time to do what God is asking us to 

do. This produces flourishing because it is precisely how God created the world to work, a world 

of complex interdependence where strangers can serve one another. 

Financial Terms in God’s Economy 

In the Christian Stewardship walk, there is the economy that the world knows and then there is 

God’s economy. The problem with the two occurs when we try to live in both worlds. It is a 

fence not worth straddling. As a result, we see money through the eyes of the world versus 

through the eyes of God’s economy. Unfortunately, there are some who preach the Prosperity 

Gospel in the combination of the two worlds. It is the taking of terms and applying definitions 

from two different worlds.   

It is important to be clear on the true meanings of financial terms and their meanings in God’s 

economy and differentiating them from the world in which we live. 

Ownership   

The world application is that we own everything that we have.  In addition we own these items 

because of everything that WE did.  In God’s economy, we don’t own any of it.  We manage 

what is given to us. We use the talents and the opportunities that God provides to obtain 

whatever we have. Our responsibility is to be good stewards of it. You view “stuff” differently 
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when you accept you really don’t own it. For example, what happens when you die? That stuff 

you "owned" is redistributed to someone else. 

Psalm 24:1 - “The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it.” 

Prosperity 

How do you define prosperity?  For most, it is about money and wealth.  Prosperity however is 

not limited to wealth. Prosperity can be found in happiness, fulfillment, contentment, security, 

etc. It is an abundance of life that can only be found in relationship with God.  Unfortunately, the 

word is often exclusively related to money which can create a misinterpretation. There are many 

verses in the Bible that associate prosperity with being obedient or with giving/tithing. Thus, you 

can fall into the trap of being faithful to a discipline that creates financial prosperity. If I do ____ 

(fill in the blank), then God will bless me financially. God will bless you for being faithful and 

trusting His way. Here is the key -  

It is not up to us to define/determine that blessing ahead of time and tell God how to bless 

us. True prosperity has nothing to do with money.    

Luke 6:38 - Give, and it will be given to you. Good measure, pressed down, shaken together, 

running over, will be put into your lap. For with the measure you use it will be measured back to 

you.” 

Investment 

Investing in the world economy is about creating wealth for the purpose of personal 

consumption. Investing in God’s economy is about an investment that never goes away and one 

that lasts forever. It is about investing in lives. It is about the type of investing that allows for 

others to know God. 

Matthew 6:19-20 - Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust 

destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. 20 But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, 

where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where 

your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 

Financial Freedom 

Freedom is not found in money and wealth.  Ask yourself a question - If you won the lottery, 

would you be more content, happy, secure, confident, and free than before you won the 

lottery?  Financial freedom in God’s economy is found when money does not control you, when 

you are not attached to it, and when it doesn’t define you. That is freedom for finances versus 

financial freedom.  
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Galatians 5:1 - It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let 

yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery. 

Credit/Debt 

Credit is about getting something before you can afford it.  The Bible doesn’t specifically 

address debt in a manner that says don’t flat out do it.  However, it does give stern warnings and 

for good reason. In God’s economy, debt robs you of your freedom to be in a relationship with 

God. As long as you have the obligation of debt, you have the obligation to do the things 

necessary to pay it back. That limits your freedom. The world economy wants you to buy into 

the immediate gratification economy, enjoy it now, and worry about paying for it later.     

I Corinthians 7:23 – “You were bought at a price; do not become slaves of men.” 

Look at money through the lens of God's economy and what you see just might redefine how you 

look at money! 

The Joy of Investing in God's Economy 

On the one hand, I think that Isaiah is compelling us think about how we spend our loonies and 

toonies. I would hope we make wise choices that nourish our lives—that we eat well and stay 

away from junk food and other less nourishing distractions. That’s one way of thinking about 

this. But on the other hand, I think we need to understand that this passage is about working with 

God’s currency and living in God’s economy.  

That’s where we take a turn away from the sale on flannel shirts and delve into the actual 

transactions that serve to nourish our soul and the heart of the community. In other words, there 

is a strong case here to spend our money on that which fosters God’s love, sustains an intentional 

community and, provides resources for right relationships and wellness throughout our 

neighbourhoods. Our money invested in God’s economy ensures that all those who hunger and 

thirst are satisfied regardless of their status, lack of status or whatever. Ho! proclaims Isaiah—

pay attention to this.  

This is food and drink for the soul. Giving to this congregation is a statement about investing in 

mission and ministry as defined by God’s economy—it is a decision we make because Isaiah is 

quite adamant that investing in God’s economy is money well spent. Why? Because it means life 

to a people. Spending money is a waste if it somehow doesn’t return to God. You end up with 

just a shirt. God’s economy becomes stuck. And honestly, there’s no real lasting joy in that. 

Right? What is the ancillary product line of God’s economy? I believe it is joy. Isaiah proclaims 

you shall go out in joy, and be led back in peace; the mountains and the hills before you shall 

burst into song…” And pay attention, friends—instead of thorns, the soil will produce the 

cypress—a glorious tree whose wood is known by musicians for its sonority and its Biblical 

symbolism associated with death and healing, life and resurrection.  
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And instead of the brier, the soil will produce myrtle—a shrub that symbolizes life, fertility and 

love especially in the context of marriage. And together that should be enough to convince us all 

that this is the legacy, a memorial, an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. That is, God will 

never allow our relationship, our covenant with God to be severed. God will always be with us. 

And that’s the essence of Advent and its message leading to Christmas where the tradition 

remembers the birth of God in the child called Emmanuel… which means God with us. Deep, 

deep joy. 

But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added 

unto you (Matt. 6:33). 

The theme of the kingdom of God/heaven pervades Matthew. This gospel is the premier gospel 

of the kingdom. We learn that the kingdom of God should be man's supreme earthly goal -- a 

kingdom based on righteousness. All other goals are secondary. 

This raises the question of the dominion covenant. God gave man his marching orders: "And 

God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have dominion over the 

fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over 

every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. So God created man in his own image, in the 

image of God created he him; male and female created he them. And God blessed them, and God 

said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have 

dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing that 

moveth upon the earth" (Gen. 1:26-28). 

If the kingdom of God is the top priority, what has become of the dominion covenant? Nothing. 

It still operates. Kingdom-first is the same requirement. What was universal under Adam prior to 

his rebellion has become the specific requirement for God's covenant people. The general 

requirement also remains, which is why there is a powerful impetus in cultures to extend their 

wealth and power. But now the dominion covenant has two rival manifestations: the kingdom of 

God and the kingdom of Satan. Both are supernatural. Both reveal themselves in history. An 

increase in one in history is offset by a decrease in the other: wheat vs. tares. 

It is basic to man's nature to extend his control over the creation. Covenant-breakers still obey 

the dominion covenant, but they do this for the sake of other gods, including man. But because of 

biblical adoption, assets built up in Satan's kingdom can wind up in Christ's. This is one of God's 

ways of appropriating the wealth of the wicked. What the wicked lose as covenant-breakers they 

inherit as covenant-keepers. Because they come under a new covenant, so do their assets. 

The New Testament has not abrogated the dominion covenant. The kingdom of God is not in 

conflict with the dominion covenant. On the contrary, it is the fulfillment of it. The world was 

always supposed to be subdued by man for the glory of God. This means that covenant-keeping 

man must do the bulk of the subduing if the dominion covenant is to be fulfilled appropriately. If 

covenant-breakers do the bulk of the subduing throughout history, then the Bible is incorrect: "A 

good man leaveth an inheritance to his children's children: and the wealth of the sinner is laid up 

for the just" (Prov. 13:22). If the wealth of the just were laid up for the sinner, then sinners would 
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permanently inherit in history. Satan's kingdom would then permanently displace God's by way 

of Adam. This means that Christ's resurrection and ascension have not definitively ivercome the 

effects of Adam's Fall and will in history progressively overcome them. Then how should the 

following be interpreted? 

But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the first fruits of them that slept. For since by 

man came death, by man came also the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, even so 

in Christ shall all be made alive? But every man in his own order: Christ the first fruits; 

afterward they that are Christ's at his coming. Then cometh the end, when he shall have delivered 

up the kingdom to God, even the Father; when he shall have put down all rule and all authority 

and power. For he must reign, till he hath put all enemies under his feet. The last enemy that 

shall be destroyed is death. For he hath put all things under his feet. But when he saith, all things 

are put under him, it is manifest that he is accepted, which did put all things under him. And 

when all things shall be subdued unto him, then shall the Son also himself be subject unto him 

that put all things under him, that God may be all in all (I Cor. 15:20-28). 

Or this? 

For, behold, I create new heavens and a new earth: and the former shall not be remembered, nor 

come into mind. But be ye glad and rejoice forever in that which I create: for, behold, I create 

Jerusalem a rejoicing, and her people a joy. And I will rejoice in Jerusalem, and joy in my 

people: and the voice of weeping shall be no more heard in her, nor the voice of crying. There 

shall be no more thence an infant of days, nor an old man that hath not filled his days: for the 

child shall die an hundred years old; but the sinner being an hundred years old shall be accursed. 

And they shall build houses, and inhabit them; and they shall plant vineyards, and eat the fruit of 

them (Isa. 65:17-21). 

The prophecy in Isaiah refers to history, not heaven, for sinners still are present. They live to an 

old age. Only by denying both the context and language of the text can amillennialists get it to 

refer to heaven or the post-resurrection state. This is the most difficult passage in the Bible for 

amillennialists to deal with, so they prefer to avoid it.  

The Theme of Priorities 

God or mammon? This is what each person must decide. Once this decision is made, then the 

individual must assess his priorities. A person's priorities are established in terms of one of the 

two kingdoms. 

Matthew sets forth the idea that man is subordinate either to God or mammon. Man is never 

autonomous. He makes decisions as a covenant-keeper or a covenant-breaker. If he is self-

consciously subordinate to God, he can work more effectively to extend God's kingdom. The 

extension of the kingdom's influence is accomplished by the faithful obedience of God's people. 

Obedience is what gives them what they need. Obedience, not magic, is the proper means of 

attaining what we need. Covenant-keepers are humble before God -- meek -- and therefore active 
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in relation to the creation. They are to march forward confidently because they are under the 

supreme Commander. 

Matthew reminds the reader that he is responsible to God. Responsible people carry the burden 

of Christian activism. They are more ready to take risks for God and the kingdom. Their fear is 

reduced because they know that God is sovereign. As His agents, they are part of a large 

endeavor that spans time and geography. This larger endeavor gives meaning to their efforts, 

even when they fail. God does not make mistakes; He sees everything in advance. Men's work 

has meaning and purpose in terms of the comprehensive judicial claims of God on man and the 

kingdom that manifests these claims in history. 

In setting his priorities, the faithful man is to decide how his work can extend the kingdom of 

God. He is to honor this principle: first things first. Eternal life is man's primary goal. This 

means being part of God's kingdom: surrendering authority over one's own life in history for the 

sake of eternity. The kingdom is primary. Money is not. Those who pursue riches are playing 

with fire, Matthew teaches. Greed is the religion of mammon: self-gratification and self-worship 

(Matt. 6:24-25). Man cannot serve two masters. 

The underlying lure of wealth is personal autonomy. Wealth seems to provide this by increasing 

a person's range of choices. God calls us to exchange assets in our earthly treasury for assets in 

the eternal one. This is a low-risk exchange. Assets in heaven cannot be lost. This is what the 

rich young ruler failed to understand. Jesus asked him to sell everything as a condition of joining 

His disciples. He has not asked most of His followers to do this, then or now. He does ask them 

to tithe. The tithe is a token payment that declares that the tither is dependent on God It also 

drastically reduces the likelihood of addiction to the pursuit of money. Men must trust in God's 

reserves, not their own, which is why Jesus sent out the disciples the first time without any 

money or assets. This trust enables men to rest.  

Saving faith produces service to God by means of service to others. Jesus called this taking up 

the cross (Matt. 16:24). The bearing of burdens for the sake of the kingdom affirms eternity over 

time. But only future-oriented people can fully understand this affirmation. Covenant-breakers 

discount the value of eternity to close to zero. Present blessings are preferred too much to present 

sacrifice because future blessings are discounted too heavily. The more present-oriented a person 

is, the more steeply he discounts the present value of future income. 

Wealth as a Tool of Dominion 

Matthew's focus is the kingdom of God. This gospel calls men to repentance, service, and a 

reordering of their priorities. The kingdom is clearly both earthly and corporate. While the 

personal goal of service is eternal life, the kingdom itself is corporate. God's servants are part of 

a larger enterprise. 

The message is conquest over adversity through personal subordination. This conquest is more 

than the subduing of individual sins. It is corporate. The tares and wheat grow together in the 
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field of history. The goal of members of each kingdom should be to replace the other kingdom's 

influence.  

Then what of capital? If wealth is a lure to autonomy, how can God-fearing men safely 

accumulate capital? Only through commitment to the principle of service. Economic growth is 

inescapable in a social order that obeys God's laws. Jesus told the disciples that by men's fruits 

we shall know their character (Matt. 7:15-20). Good men produce good fruits. When applied to 

business, this principle means that serving the consumer to his satisfaction produces wealth. In a 

faithful society, the rich get richer, but so do the poor, even faster. Per capita wealth moves 

toward the mean: middle-class wealth. The means of this increase in wealth per capita is capital 

formation. But the motive for capital formation is the desire to increase one's wealth. Thus, the 

means of reducing poor people's poverty is the desire of investors to get richer.  

There seems to be a conflict here. Jesus praised sacrifice, warned again too much wealth, yet 

suggested that covenantal faithfulness will produce a kingdom victory. If wealth is to be avoided, 

but the kingdom is to be victorious in history, does this mean that this victory is exclusively 

spiritual, i.e., beyond per capita investment, even including tithe-funded missionaries' salaries? 

There are Christian traditions that affirm this. Are they correct? 

Matthew must be read in terms of the first five books of the Bible. It is clear in Leviticus 26 and 

Deuteronomy 28 that covenantal faithfulness produces social wealth, while covenantal rebellion 

produces poverty. Jesus did not break with this covenantal system of cause and effect, but He did 

not spend time teaching it, either. He was concerned with what happens when men achieve 

wealth: they forget God. That was Moses' concern, too (Deut. 8:17-18). This is the sin of 

autonomy. 

Obedience to God is the key to personal success in history as well as kingdom success. But Jesus 

focused on kingdom expansion, not wealth expansion. He was so aware of the positive economic 

effects of tithing and using one's talents effectively that He felt compelled to warn men against 

the effects of covenantal self-discipline: wealth leading to the sin of autonomy. This was Moses' 

theme and Solomon's (Prov. 30:8-9). 

All These Things 

"Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? or, What shall we drink? or, Wherewithal 

shall we be clothed?" (Matt. 6:31). These are the basics. What of shelter? It is not mentioned 

here. Yet building a house is basic to man's dominion. This is why God had Solomon build His 

house. 

Is this passage a defense of a minimal lifestyle? Is it saying that the most we can hope for is 

food, drink, and clothing, and only after we seek the kingdom? In the modern industrial world, 

most people have these things. This was also true of Israel under the kingship. David wrote: "I 

have been young, and now am old; yet have I not seen the righteous forsaken, nor his seed 

begging bread" (Ps. 37:25). Modern man has a great deal more than these things. Steady 

economic growth, year after year, has provided wealth undreamed of two centuries ago. 



 

GOD’S ECONOMY ALL NATIONS BIBLE INSTITUTION & PROJECTS 

 

GOD’S ECONOMY 

Are we to imagine that God has placed before us poverty as an ideal? Are we to seek no more 

than a poor man has in our day? Or are these three things -- food, drink, and clothing -- 

representative of all the comforts of home, including a home? I think the context indicates that 

this is the case. The kingdom of God is comprehensive. It encompasses everything. Therefore, 

the things promised are equally comprehensive. 

Long-term economic growth is the cure for widespread poverty. Nothing else has ever worked. 

Charity ameliorates the conditions of a few, but it is limited by the resources of charitable people 

-- always a minority. Economic growth provides sources of productivity and therefore income 

for an increasing population. What able-bodied, mentally capable poor people personally need 

for economic success is this: opportunity, self-discipline, a sense of personal responsibility, 

specialized knowledge, a work ethic, and future-orientation. What they need environmentally is 

this: a private property law-order, a high division of labor, high rates of investment, social peace, 

open markets. 

Is the kingdom of God opposed to any of this? No. Does it promote wealth for all? Yes. Does it 

promote riches for all? No. Its view of riches is the same as Solomon's: riches can be hazardous 

to our spiritual health. Just as great beauty can be a temptation to the woman who possesses it, so 

is great wealth to its owner. In the distribution of wealth, the biblical model is the bell-shaped 

curse: not many wealthy and not many poor. The great bulge is the middle class. 

What happens when the bell-shaped curve moves to the right along the line of wealth? Everyone 

gets richer. But because the increase is slow, most men do not perceive that they are gaining 

wealth. They adjust to it. They perceive ever-greater wealth as normal: their just deserts. Then 

covenant-breaking men are tempted to forget God. They attribute their wealth to themselves. 

When they do this, they depart from the source of their wealth. If their wealth increases after this, 

it becomes a snare to them and to the whole society. Negative sanctions will eventually be 

imposed by God. 

Conclusion 

The gospel of Matthew does not present the case for great wealth. It presents the case against 

wealth. Jesus set forth principles of obedience that produce wealth, according to the Mosaic law, 

yet He warned against personal wealth. This was not because wealth is achieved primarily 

through disobedience to God's law. It was because it is achieved through obedience. It then 

becomes a snare. This could also be said of great beauty, but beauty is not earned. It could be 

said of great political power, but this attainment is limited to a handful of people in history. 

Wealth is the more universally desired blessing, and more easily attained than the others. The 

only blessings to match its appeal are good health and long life -- again, rarely believed to be 

attainable by one's efforts until the rise of the modern health movement, itself a product of 

unprecedented social wealth.  

The New Testament makes plain what was taught but not emphasized in the Old Testament 

about the dangers of wealth. Wealth can be a snare. It can lead men to seek autonomy. Solomon 

understood this. "The rich man's wealth is his strong city, and as an high wall in his own conceit" 
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(Prov. 18:11). Wealth is the fruit of covenantal faithfulness that readily becomes a root of 

autonomy. "And thou say in thine heart, My power and the might of mine hand hath gotten me 

this wealth.But thou shalt remember the LORD thy God: for it is he that giveth thee power to get 

wealth, that he may establish his covenant which he sware unto thy fathers, as it is this day" 

(Deut. 8:17-18). Jesus paid far more attention to this dilemma than Moses did, just as Moses paid 

more attention to the covenantal origins of wealth than Jesus did. 

What was revolutionary about Jesus' teaching was His doctrine of the afterlife. Only in Daniel 

12:1-3 and Job 19:25-27 do we find any Old Testament references to the resurrection. Jesus 

made clear the extent to which a person's participation in one of two kingdoms in history places 

him on one side or the other of impenetrable barriers between heaven and hell (Luke 16). 
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Sustaining Faith 
Hebrews 6:12 (AMPC): "... do not become sluggish, but imitate those who through faith and 

patience inherit the promises." 
  

Faith is far more than just trusting and believing. It's living with a sure confidence that God has already 

said "Yes!" to us receiving every one of His promises. The Bible describes faith as the substance, which is 

evidence, or proof that we have exactly what has been promised us, even before we see it in the 

physical realm. One translation says faith is the confirmation and title deed of these promises. Speaking 

of the great patriarchs of our faith, Hebrews 11:13 says, "...they died controlled and sustained by their 

faith...they saw the promises and welcomed them from a distance..." Since Jesus had not yet come, the 

promises were not yet accessible to the patriarchs, as they are to us who are in Christ. Yet, faith still had 

the power to sustain and keep them living focused on the prize. In our New Covenant, faith will sustain 

us, keep us focused and cause us to walk in the reality of every one of God's promises! 

Certain Faith 
Philippians 1:7 (AMPC): "It is right and appropriate for me to have this confidence and feel 

this way about you all, because you have me in your heart and I hold you in my heart as 

partakers and sharers, one and all with me, of grace (God's unmerited favour and spiritual 

blessing). [This is true] both when I am shut up in prison and when I am out in the defence 

and confirmation of the good news (the Gospel)." 
 

When Paul wrote this letter to the Philippians, he was experiencing his first imprisonment. He was 

writing to a particular church he’d founded, who had sent a representative to deliver their financial 

support for him in prison. Needless to say, this was one of his many "firsts". But, since he had an 

encounter with the Lord Jesus, Paul's confidence and expectation in the God he personally knew, was 

sure. When our faith, trust, and confidence is in the LORD, we can live with unshaken faith, like Paul's. 

The only way we can even begin to trust in the LORD like this is to"know" Him personally, through His 

Word and through experience. Today, desire a personal encounter with the Lord. Take a moment to 

think back on all the times you cried out to Him and saw His kindness and mercy move on your behalf. 

Remind yourself of the comfort and peace you felt as you drew close to Him in His Word. Choose to 

spend time with Him allowing His Spirit to make the Word come alive in you, washing your soul with His 

truth and building His strength and peace within you 
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What's Controlling You? 
Romans 8:5 (AMPC): "For those who are according to the flesh and are controlled by its 

unholy desires set their minds on and pursue those things which gratify the flesh, but those 

who are according to the Spirit and are controlled by the desires of the Spirit set their minds 

on and seek those things which gratify the [Holy] Spirit." 
 

A quick and accurate way to determine whether you are being controlled by the flesh or the Holy Spirit 

is by the amount of fear in your life. Worry, insecurity, anxiety, insomnia, pessimism, a critical attitude, 

and being offended, are all tell-tale signs of fear dominating our thoughts. This happens when we dwell 

on negative thoughts instead of God's Word. On the other hand, we know we are being controlled by 

the Holy Spirit when faith, peace and joy are the dominating forces in our lives - especially in times of 

trouble. Galatians 5:17 says our flesh and spirit are continuously at war with each other. It's up to us to 

determine who will win. Determine to keep God's Word alive in your heart and remain in constant 

fellowship with the Lord Jesus. Bring every thought in line with God's Word so faith can dominate, 

placing the Holy Spirit exactly where He should be - in the control seat of your life! 

 

Cup of Blessing 
1 Corinthians 11:29-30 (NKJV): "...But he who eats and drinks in an unworthy manner eats 

and drinks judgment to himself, not discerning the Lord's body. For this reason many are 

weak and sick among you, and many sleep." 
 

Partaking of the Lord's Supper with reverence and in a manner worthy of enjoying its covenant blessing, 

instead of its judgment, is something we must take seriously. The Bible says to examine and scrutinise 

our hearts and to be most sincere when we partake of communion. We cannot be living in known sin, or 

harbouring un-forgiveness toward others. Scripture says we eat and drink damnation on ourselves when 

we refuse to examine our hearts before taking communion. The consequence is not walking in our 

healing, remaining in lack, and being trapped in spiritual lethargy. However, coming to Lord's Supper 

with every part of our lives surrendered to Him, and our souls washed clean by His blood, makes us 

worthy to partake of it. 1 Corinthians 10:16 speaks of us coming to the Lord's Table to partake of the 

"cup of blessing". The Greek translation describes this table as God's bank - where we are invited to 

make a withdrawal of every covenant blessing! Forgiveness, healing, protection, provision, and 

wholeness are ours to enjoy because of the finished work of the cross! Let's partake of the Lord's Supper 

with reverence, and a full understanding of His Lordship over our lives to enjoy the cup of blessing He 

has secured for us 

 

 



 

GOD’S ECONOMY ALL NATIONS BIBLE INSTITUTION & PROJECTS 

 

GOD’S ECONOMY 

 

What Do You See? 
Jeremiah 1:11 (NIV): "The word of the LORD came to me: "What do you see?"..." 

 
There is a difference between sight and vision. Sight is a physical sense where we see the environment 

around us through our physical eyes. Vision is seeing beyond the natural, into the realm of the spirit. 

This is where we see the bigger picture or the larger reality of something without being limited by our 

natural senses. A professor once showed his class an apple seed and posed this question to them: "What 

do you see?" Naturally, everyone responded, saying, "an apple seed". To which he responded, "I see an 

apple orchard". We can count the number of seeds in an apple, but there's no way of counting the 

number of apples that seed will eventually produce. This is the difference between sight and vision. 

Vision is seeing the end result from the beginning, seeing the ultimate purpose of God beyond what our 

natural eyes or minds can perceive. Ultimately, vision requires faith - sight does not! Today, use your 

eyes of faith and ask the Lord to reveal what He knows and sees, since He has already been there 

The Light to Victory 
Proverbs 4:18 (NKJV): "But the path of the just is like the shining sun, that shines ever 

brighter unto the perfect day." 
 

The Bible often makes reference to the Word of God being a light to our daily path. As we spend time 

each day studying God's Word, its life-changing truth is deposited into our hearts. The attitude in which 

we receive the word into our lives determines how rich that investment will be. If we welcome it with 

open hearts, understanding the treasure it is and the power it carries to transform us - we will see it do 

just that and more! As we embrace the truth of God's Word, revelation comes. As we yield to it - it 

shines in every hidden or dark area of our lives. It wipes away confusion; washes clean all wrong 

attitudes and motives; and it gives us clear direction - bringing peace and joy with its wisdom. This 

process causes us to shine brighter and brighter until the Morning Star, Jesus, radiates from us - for all 

the world to see. This radiating light of Christ which shines from us, keeps us walking in the path of 

victory. It's so well lit even those who follow us will walk in victory too. 
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Supernatural Life 
Mark 16:17-18 (NKJV): "... these signs will follow those who believe: In My name they will 

cast out demons; they will speak with new tongues; they will take up serpents; and if they 

drink anything deadly, it will by no means hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, and they 

will recover." 
 

What a powerful description of people who are in Christ Jesus! Believers filled and activated with the 

resurrection power of God are extraordinary carriers of the supernatural Presence of God! It doesn't 

matter what the enemy plots against us; his plans have no power over us when we know who we are in 

Christ Jesus. In Luke 10:19, Jesus said He has given us authority over all the power of the enemy! For this 

to become our reality, we must choose to live aware of the supernatural life and power we carry, and 

refuse to be overwhelmed by natural circumstances. So when we face a crisis, or trouble, our first 

response must be to see with our spiritual eyes. We must deliberately think and speak in agreement 

with God's Word only. Since we are not of this world, we are empowered to draw from the supernatural 

life that flows from God's Spirit into ours. This enables us to take charge from the realm of the spirit - as 

we declare God's divine order, peace, and victory into every situation. Fill yourself with that resurrection 

power and let God's supernatural life flow in and through you today 

The Light of the World 
2 Corinthians 4:6 (AMPC): "For God Who said, Let light shine out of darkness, has shone in 

our hearts... [to beam forth] the Light for the illumination of the knowledge of the majesty and 

glory of God [as it is manifest in the Person and is revealed] in the face of Jesus Christ..." 
  

Every born-again child of God has the light of life shining in our hearts. Jesus is that light and darkness 

has never - and will never - overpower it. This light carries God's wisdom, His righteousness, His glory, 

and the revelation of Who He is. When we meditate on the truth of God's Word, we begin to see and 

experience the Person of Jesus, and that light inside us shines even stronger and brighter. As we share 

what we experience with others, we enlighten their hearts with the knowledge of God too. Jesus said 

when we see and experience Him; we see and experience His Father. In John 14:23 He said, "If a person 

[really] loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make 

Our home with him." Understand, you carry a gift of great price and the only way to steward it properly 

is to stay aware that it's the Presence of God within you. We are the light bearers to a world stumbling 

in darkness. Allow His light to shine wherever you go and to whomever you meet, showing them the 

goodness and kindness of Jesus in you 

 


