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Introduction 

In the first two chapters of the Bible, life is the center. They tell us that God created the heavens and the 

earth with millions of items (Gen. 1:1). Then in the center God created man and put this central creature 

in front of the tree of life. So the tree of life became the very center of God’s universe, as far as man was 

concerned. Science has found out that the earth is unique in the universe. It is different from all other 

planets because only the earth has life. God created the heavens for the earth. Upon this earth God planted 

a garden, and in this garden the tree of life is the center. Thus, life is the center of God’s universe. After 

being created, man was put in front of this tree of life, facing the central thing of God’s universe. In the 

last two chapters of the Bible, life is also the center. Within the new heaven and the new earth is the New 

Jerusalem, and within the New Jerusalem, the tree of life is the center (Rev. 22:1-2). This shows us that 

life is the center of the Bible. 

THE FATHER, THE SON, THE SPIRIT, AND THE WORD 

BEING LIFE TO US 

The Father, the Son, the Spirit, and the Word are life. Ephesians 4:18 speaks of "the life of God." 

It says that the Gentiles, the unbelievers, are alienated from the life of God. This proves that 

God’s intention is that we human beings may have God’s life. It is a great thing for us to have 

the life of God. What a wonder it would be if a dog could have the life of a man! If such a thing 

could happen, this would be the top news on earth, and everyone would want to see this. Of 

course, this cannot happen. But praise the Lord, we human beings can have the life of God! God 

is the Divine Being, the almighty Creator, and we are just little creatures, yet we can have the life 

of God. The best relationship you can have with God is a relationship of life. You need God’s 

life, and this is God’s intention. 

The Bible also reveals that God the Son is life. In Him was life (John 1:4), He is life (14:6a), and 

He came that we may have life and have it abundantly (10:10b). Christ is our life (Col. 3:4a). 

When I was a young Christian, I heard that Christ is our Savior, but I was not told that He is also 

our life. Christ being our Savior is for the purpose that we may have Him as our life. His being 

the Savior is not the goal. Life is the goal. Many know Christ as the Savior, but very few know 

Christ as life in a practical and daily way. God the Father is life to us, and God the Son is life to 

us also. We need to have Him as our life. 

Furthermore, God the Spirit is the Spirit of life (Rom. 8:2). The Spirit gives life (2 Cor. 3:6b). In 

Christianity people speak of the Holy Spirit as an instrument or a power, but there is very little 

talk about the Spirit as life. Christianity has missed and is still missing the mark of God. Many 

speak about Christ as the Savior and Redeemer, but very few speak about Christ as life. They 

may speak about the Spirit as a power or an instrument to fulfill God’s purpose, but they do not 

speak about the Spirit as life to us. Romans 8:2 speaks of the Spirit of life. Second Corinthians 

3:6 tells us that the Spirit gives life. God the Father is life, God the Son is life, and God the Spirit 

is also life. The Triune God is life to us. 
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The Word is also life to us. Christianity has made the Bible a book of knowledge full of 

teachings, but actually it is a book of life. The Bible speaks of the Word of life (1 John 1:1). 

Also, the words the Lord speaks to us are spirit and are life (John 6:63). The Bible is the Word of 

life, not the word of knowledge or teaching. Peter was told to go to the people and speak to them 

the words of life (Acts 5:20), not the words of teaching, doctrine, or knowledge. God is life, God 

the Son is life, God the Spirit is life, and the Word is life. The God whom we have—the Father, 

the Son, and the Spirit—is life to us. God the Father is in the Son (John 14:10), the Son is the 

Spirit (2 Cor. 3:17), and this Spirit today is within us as life to us. God has also given us the 

Bible, and this holy Book also is life to us. We have the Holy Spirit within as life and we have 

the Holy Bible without also as life. 

Habits to Centre God in Your Life 

The Bible gives us what are commonly referred to as spiritual disciplines. These are things 

Jesus instructs us to do in order to become a) more like him and b) closer to him. We’re going to 

take a quick look at nine spiritual disciplines and give you scripture references to study in order 

to help you make these things part of who you are. 

Before we start I want to remind you of this one very important thing: Being a Christian is not 

something you do. Being a Christian is who you are. So if you’re looking for a to-do list to be 

able to check off as you go about your business, this list isn’t for you. You can treat it like that, 

but you won’t be doing yourself or anyone else any favors by doing so. This is the real deal. 

These are the things Jesus expects and even commands us to do in order to be one of the 

branches on his vine (John 15:1-5). 

1. Submission 

God cannot be the centre of your life unless you submit to him fully. God won’t play second-

fiddle to anyone or anything. Just like you can’t be a little bit married, you can’t be a little bit 

Christian. You either are or you aren’t. 

How do you submit to God? Acts 2:38; James 4:7; Proverbs 3:5-6; Hebrews 10:26; Ecclesiastes 

12:13-14. 

2. Confession 

Admit your sins to God. Ask his forgiveness and accept it with gratitude, thanksgiving, and 

humility. John 3:16; 1 John 1:9; 2 Peter 3:9; James 4:7-10; Psalm 1. 
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3. Study 

Know God’s Word, the Bible. You wouldn’t attempt to pass a class without studying the 

materials or take on a new job without knowing what is expected of you. Making Christ the 

centre of your life is no different in the fact that there are specific expectations, guidelines, and 

yes, even rules for doing so. God wants us to be wholly his, but he doesn’t expect us to do it on 

our own. He knows we can’t but he’s right there to help us out. 2 Timothy 3:16-17; Joshua 1:8; 

Psalm 119:11; Deuteronomy 11:18-23; Romans 12:2; Ephesians 6:11-17. 

4. Guidance 

God gives each of us specific talents and spiritual gifts. Thankfully some of us receive the gifts 

of teaching, preaching and leadership. We all need these people in our lives to guide us in the 

process of maturing in our faith. And if you are one of those people who have one or more of 

these gifts, you need to make sure you are using it to help others because not only are you 

helping others, but in the process you are growing and maturing, as well. Romans 10:17; 

Hebrews 13:7; Philippians 4:9; Romans 10:14-15 

5. Prayer 

You can’t have a relationship with anyone without strong, solid communication. Talk to Jesus 

who is the intercessor on our behalf to God. Tell him your heart’s desires, confess your sins to 

him, praise him, thank him, and pray on behalf of others. 

Remember, though, prayer is about more than you talking to Jesus. Prayer is also about listening 

for Jesus to talk back to you. He will talk back to you through that little voice inside you which is 

the Holy Spirit. He will talk to you by putting scripture on your heart and in your mind. He will 

talk to you by sending others to encourage you, teach you, and hold you accountable. Philippians 

4:6; John 15:7; Romans 8:26; Matthew 6:5-15; Jeremiah 33:3; Colossians 4:2; Jeremiah 29:12; 

Psalm 145:18-19; Psalm 55:17; Ephesians 3:14. 

6. Fasting 

Here’s the thing about fasting…Jesus doesn’t say if we fast. He says when we fast. You know 

what that means, don’t you? It means it’s really not an option. But here’s something else you 

need to know about fasting. Fasting isn’t meant to be a punishment or to cause suffering from 

denial. The purpose of fasting is to shift your focus off of your own desires and wants and onto 

the fact that God is able and willing to fill the voids left by those things you fast from. 

When you fast you should fast from something sacrificially, yet from something that is also 

realistic. In other words, fasting from liver and onions probably isn’t the least bit sacrificial and 

fasting from homework or going to work isn’t realistic. Fasting should also be done for the 

http://faithisland.org/faith/do-i-really-have-to-read-the-bible/
http://faithisland.org/prayer/3-ways-to-improve-your-prayer-life/
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/christiancrier/2014/05/02/5-important-bible-verses-about-fasting/
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purpose of changing your attitude by realizing a greater dependency on God and less on 

yourself. 2 Samuel 24:24; Matthew 6:16-18; Psalm 69:10. 

7. Service 

One of the best ways to get closer to God is to serve him. When you are involved in ministry of 

any kind you see God touching people’s lives, the miracles he still gives, the changed hearts of 

people, and the truth that God’s goodness is still present and active in the sinful world we live in. 

When you serve you are also getting at least as much as you give in the way of inner-peace and 

happiness that comes from helping others. You experience real joy in the LORD, you use the 

talents and abilities God has given you for his glory and you are living out the Great Commission 

and the Golden Rule. Acts 20:35; Colossians 3:17; Philippians 2:1-4; James 2:18; Matthew 

20:28; James 4:17; Galatians 6:10. 

8. Giving 

Everything we have belongs to God. Our bodies, our family, our money, our material 

possessions, our abilities, and even our very life belongs to God. As the creator of everything he 

can claim ownership. So in giving to God we are really sharing back with him. Sharing back is a 

huge test of faith for us. Our selfish, sinful nature instinctively wants to hold tight to what we 

have and try to get even more and more and more. 

When we give back to God we are shouting at the top of our voices that we have faith in his 

promise to provide, care for, and bless us abundantly. Luke 6:38; 2 Corinthians 9:7; Matthew 

6:1-4; Malachi 3:10. 

9. Worship 

Giving credit where credit is due—that’s what worship is really all about. When you 

purposefully, willingly, and regularly worship on a daily basis in some way or another, God can’t 

help but be the centre of your life because you’ll be placing him in that place of deserved 

prominence. 

You can worship God by singing to him, thanking him, recognizing his actions in your life and 

in the world around you, sharing the truth of who he is with others, and honoring his 

almightiness with your faithful obedience. Psalm 150:1-6; Romans 12:1; Colossians 3:16; 

Ephesians 5:19. 

Be disciplined. Be God-centred. Be whole. 

 

http://faithisland.org/faith/7-ways-to-find-joy-instantly/
http://faithisland.org/prayer/finding-time-to-pray/
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How to Put God at the Centre 

If you want to know how to put God at the center of your relationship, here are 17 ways that I 

hope can lead you both closer to Him and each other. 

1. Strengthen your personal relationship with God. 
You cannot direct your relationship unto the spiritual level if you have not reached it personally 

yet. Before imposing this goal into the relationship, strengthen your own faith and relationship 

with your Creator. He can only work in your relationship if you let Him work in your first. 

2. Love God first before your partner. 
You may find this ridiculous because we are in the 21st century and you think religion should just 

be 10% of your life. Well, let me assure you that God does not require you to be religious so you 

can be closer to Him. He wants a father-child relationship with you. 

And let me remind you that He has every right to demand that He should be first in your life 

because He created you—and for Himself (Colossians 1:16). 

3. Fear the Lord. 
If you are familiar with the story of Joseph the Dreamer, you would notice that when he was 

tempted by the wife of Potiphar (his master) to sleep with her, he refused her not because he 

feared her husband but because he did not want to sin against God (Genesis 39). 

If you love God, you would fear to do anything that displeases God—not because He gets 

terribly angry but because you don’t want to hurt Him—and that includes cheating on your 

partner. 

4. Pray for each other. 
They say that if you are praying for a person, you become spiritually attached to him/her. Well, I 

believe it is true because if you keep on blessing your partner in the spirit, you contribute to 

his/her well-being in the physical realm. Making this a habit between you is also one way of 

supporting and helping each other. 

5. Pray together. 
Surely, you are familiar with the saying: “A family that prays together stays together”. If you 

have a plan to be a family someday, then starting a prayer habit now is just healthy. Instead of 

bickering over problems, why don’t you kneel down together and pray about them? 

6. Church time before date. 
On Sundays, before you go on a date, make it a rule to go to church together first. Also, if the 

time is limited and you have to choose between God-time and babe-time, then I strongly 

encourage you to go for God-time. God honors those who honor Him, so if He sees that you put 
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Him first before your relationship, then I believe He will bless you with more time for each 

other. 

7. Study God’s Word together. 
Personally, I find the Bible full of wisdom that can help us handle the different areas of life, 

including relationships. If you are a Christian and you believe the Bible as God-breathed 

scriptures, then I suggest that you take time to study it as a couple. I encourage you to be part of 

a small group that discusses how the Bible can be applied in life. 

8. Ask God to help you change your bad attitudes. 
A healthy relationship does not require you to change your personality—but it motivates you to 

change bad attitudes. Aside from cheating, many broken relationships are blamed on pride—one 

of the exes or both find it hard to admit mistakes and apologize first. However, only God can 

help us change for the better so ask Him to help you apply the Bible in your life. 

9. Help each other grow in your relationship with God. 
If only one of you gives importance to the spiritual condition of your relationship, then it will not 

be balanced and the ‘boat’ would sink on the side of the unbelieving. Make it a goal as a couple 

to help each other grow in faith especially when one of you is weak. Do not just remind each 

other to pray, read the Bible, or go to church—but do them together. 

10. Be reminded that your partner is fearfully and wonderfully made by God. 
At times when you are tempted to compare your partner to someone you think to be better, or 

you wish s/he were someone else, please remember that the same God who created you uniquely 

is the same God who created him/her as well. Appreciate your partner as who s/he is because like 

you, s/he is loved and special to the Lord. 

11. Apply the 1 Corinthians 13 in your relationship. 
If you want a guide of how love should be, then read 1 Corinthians 13:4-8. To give you a 

glimpse, this passage says that love is patient, kind, and not self-seeking. You can use these 

verses as a checklist to see if true love exists in your relationship. 

12. Look for the counsel of spiritually-mature individuals. 
Whenever your relationship is on the rocks, seek advice from God-fearing people. They won’t 

only pray for you, but you can also get wisdom from them on how you can maturely handle the 

situation. Avoid those whose primary solution to problems is alcohol—it won’t solve anything. 

13. Wait until marriage. 
I am not being a hypocrite, old-fashioned, or judgmental here—trust me I know what I am 

talking about. Doing that ‘thing’ which only married couples should do leads to a lot of negative 

consequences. Aside from emotional scars in case you break-up, unplanned pregnancies, and 

UTI (yes, s*x is one of the culprits of urinary tract infection, and you can confirm this with 

https://inspiringtips.com/characteristics-of-a-healthy-relationship/
https://inspiringtips.com/characteristics-of-true-love-bible/
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healthcare workers), this actually hinders God’s blessings in your relationship—because even if 

it is already the 21st century, it is still a sin in His eyes. 

14. Get married. 
If you want to start your own family, then start right by getting married. Living-in together may 

be the trend today, but if you acknowledge God, then you won’t do it because it is not right 

without marriage. Again, this hinders blessings into your relationship—or family. 

If money is the problem, then please know that a wedding does not have to be expensive. In case 

you can’t afford church wedding in the meantime, then a civil wedding will do. It is still honored 

by God since the authorized personnel to conduct the ceremony has His anointing (Romans 

13:1). 

15. Serve God together.  
Won’t it be fulfilling if you would serve God together? As an individual, God has given you each 

spiritual gifts and a specific calling. Support each other to pursue your call and use your God-

given talents to glorify Him. 

16. Make it a relationship goal to help others. 
The best way to serve God is by serving others. Your relationship would be stronger if it has a 

purpose. Find out how you, as a couple, can bless others who are in need—like supporting a 

charity or donating school supplies to kids. Even though small things, you can already create a 

difference in the society, especially when you inspire other couples to do the same. 

17. Treat each other with grace—just like how Jesus treats you. 
Putting God at the center of your relationship does not make you, your partner, or your 

relationship perfect. However, it teaches you how to treat imperfections with grace—which 

means not giving up on the relationship easily just because of challenges. If you are hurt, forgive 

just like how God forgives you and be willing to give second chances. 

A Strong Foundation 

Acknowledging God in your relationship does not guarantee a smooth and easy journey as a 

couple. However, it makes you stronger in trials and more patient with each other. It will also 

help you be wiser and braver in taking steps to the future together. 

God-Centered Marriage Means Knowing God 

You cannot make God a priority in your marriage if you do not know who he is personally. We 

live in a society that is increasingly post-Christian. This creates exciting witnessing opportunities 

for our marriages if they are gospel-grounded. However, it also means that we cannot count on 

culture being our aide. Bible intake, prayer, and corporate worship have never had as little value 
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in our society as they seem to have today. But these elements are essential if we desire to have a 

genuine relationship with God. 

We cannot know God outside of how he has revealed himself to us through his word. We cannot 

communicate with him outside the vehicle of Spirit-saturated prayer. We cannot experience full 

communion with him apart from his people. If we are to keep God at the center of marriage, we 

must know who he is and that is only possible through regular access to Scripture, prayer, and 

worship.  

I cannot have God as the priority of my marriage if I will not have him as the priority of my life. 

Knowing His Spirit 

Knowing God means knowing his fellowship through the Holy Spirit. Christ has sent his Spirit to 

be with his people and to dwell in their hearts (1 Corinthians 3:16). This incredible fellowship 

never ceases to be. Not even when the born-again are sinning, and playing like enemies to the 

Lord, does the Holy Spirit leave us. A partial fulfillment of the promise of God is that he will 

never leave us nor forsake us (Deuteronomy 31:6; Hebrews 13:5). Though there may be times 

when we grieve the Spirit (Ephesians 4:30), or God removes his countenance from us and we 

feel as if we are alone, the believer, in fact, always has access to him. The Holy Spirit brings 

comfort (John 14:26), peace (John 14:27), and conviction (John 16:8). And when we do not 

know how to pray as we ought, he intercedes for us with groans too deep for words (Romans 

8:26). 

This means we can be free from the fear of loneliness because we are never actually alone. We 

no longer have to avoid conflict in order to preserve a faux fellowship. But neither are we driven 

to conflict in order to create a false sense of intimacy. We are able to give our spouses the 

freedom to be wherever they are emotionally without the fear that their hurt, fear, and sadness 

(even joy!) may lead to our being alone. It means that we have an eternal advocate who knows 

our fears and pain.  

Therefore, we are free from having to defend ourselves — we can take those things to the throne 

of grace, giving them to God — even when we don’t have the words. It means we are free from 

the drive to self-comfort because the divine Comforter is always in our reach. It also means that 

our spouses may be the means of God’s conviction of our sin. We are free to hear those places 

where we have hurt and scared our spouses, to learn from it, to ask forgiveness for it, and to 

endeavor not to repeat that mistake again — even if we are relatively certain we will.  

Knowing His Sovereignty 

Knowing God means knowing the sovereignty of the Father. Nothing happens that is not pre-

ordained by the Father. There is no place in all the universe that we can hide from his watchful 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor%203.16
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Deut%2031.6
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb%2013.5
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%204.30
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2014.26
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2014.27
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2016.8
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%208.26
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%208.26
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eye (Psalm 139:7–10). There is no molecule in the universe that doesn’t listen to God’s 

commands. In the decree of salvation, it is the Father that commissions the Son and directs the 

Spirit. Christ himself says that he only does that which God the Father has sent Him to do (John 

5:30). And when asked about the time of his return, Christ states that only the Father knows 

(Matthew 24:26). 

This means that we are free to rest in the Father’s control over our lives as well. Even when we 

do not understand why our spouse acts the way he does, or when events happen that seem to 

shake our marriages to their very foundations, we can cling to the truth that all things happen for 

the good of those who love God and are called according to his purposes (Romans 8:28). It 

means that whether we exercise loving authority or gladly submit to it (1 Corinthians 11:3), there 

is one that is higher to whom we both submit (Philippians 2:10–11).  

The goal of authority should not be to hold it over one another, but to display something of the 

gracious character of the one supreme sovereign, God himself. It means we are free to not create 

pockets of power for ourselves to be used as bargaining chips to make this the most comfortable 

marriage for me. Rather, we are stewarding the authority we are given in whatever areas we find 

ourselves so that God — Father, Son and Holy Spirit — might be brought glory and honor.  

Knowing His Son 

Knowing God means knowing the service of the Son. Although he was one with God, same in 

substance, equal in power and glory, yet he willingly took on human form subjecting himself to 

weakness and to God’s law (Philippians 2:5–8). Christ perfectly obeyed that law even though he 

was personally tried and tempted by Satan on multiple occasions (Luke 4:1–13). And though he 

deserved to be treated like a king, he was mocked, beaten, betrayed, abandoned, tortured, 

murdered, and endured the wrath of hell. He completed all of this so that he might then clothe his 

people in his own righteousness, and so that they may become not just serfs in the kingdom of 

God, but members of the royal family, co-heirs with Christ himself (Romans 8:17). Rather than 

using his authority to force others to serve him, he freely sacrificed himself (John 10:18). 

Without question, he bids us do the same (Matthew 20:25–28). 

This means that we are free for our marriages to be a place of service, not just satisfaction. We 

often look to our marriages to be sources of little comforts and small joys, and we find ourselves 

perplexed or discouraged when they are a place of suffering and service. While marriage is 

certainly meant to reflect the joy and satisfaction of our union with Christ, it also will be a place 

of intense trial, temptation, and discomfort — all on the path to the greatest joys.  

So when the time comes to sacrifice — to lay down our lives for our spouses, to listen before we 

speak, to respond in love rather than in wrath, to own our part of sin rather than point it out in 

others — we are able to do that knowing that what we are doing is reflecting something of 

Christ’s goodness and his character back to our spouse.  

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%20139.7%E2%80%9310
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%205.30
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%205.30
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2024.26
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%208.28
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor%2011.3
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Phil%202.10%E2%80%9311
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Phil%202.5%E2%80%938
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%204.1%E2%80%9313
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%208.17
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2010.18
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2020.25%E2%80%9328
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No Safer Place 

Prioritizing God in our marriages means knowing him in our hearts and reflecting him in our 

actions. While the Trinity at times may seem like some obscure theological construct, it is in 

reality an essential part of God-centered marriages.  

The fellowship of the Spirit, the sovereignty of the Father, and the service of the Son help 

securely situate our marriages at Calvary. And there is no safer or more liberating place in all the 

universe.  

Putting God First in your priorities 

There are so many things that clamor for our attention and devotion: our jobs, our kids, our 

spouses, our hobbies—the demands and distractions of life. And we have to be careful not to let 

them become more important or more of a priority than our relationship with God. 

The first of the Ten Commandments states we will have no other gods before Him (see Exodus 

20:3). And Deuteronomy 5:8-9 says, You must not make for yourself an idol of any kind, or an 

image of anything in the heavens or on the earth or in the sea.  You must not bow down to them 

or worship them, for I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God who will not tolerate your affection 

for any other gods (NLT). 

Yet how many of the things that occupy our time, money, thoughts and attention have taken the 

place where God is supposed to be?  

Distractions from Truth 

Anything can become a god to us—anything we worship or put an excessive amount of time 

into. Even your feelings can become a god if you allow them to control you. We need to ask 

ourselves, Am I bowing down to God and His Word or to my feelings? 

Another challenge we have to confront is living in a world full of humanism and people not 

wanting God and His truth to interfere with their lives and routines. It seems we have an 

epidemic of selfishness in our world today, and this creates all kinds of unhealthy situations. 

For example, when people refuse to honor God and follow His wisdom in their decisions, it 

causes them to become bogged down with worry, resentment and bitterness. Eventually it shows 

up as sickness and disease in their bodies. And in our culture, this behavior causes a decline in 

our moral standards and attitudes. 

But the good news is, we don’t have to settle for this way of living. In Christ, we can enjoy our 

lives—abundantly! (See John 10:10) 

https://www.bible.com/bible/59/exo.20.3
https://www.bible.com/bible/59/exo.20.3
https://www.bible.com/bible/116/deu.5.8-9
https://www.bible.com/bible/59/jhn.10.10
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How to Establish the Habit of Living for God 

The key to having God’s “abundant life”—His love, peace and joy—is keeping Him in His 

rightful place in our priorities. God said to Abraham, …Walk [habitually] before Me [with 

integrity, knowing that you are always in My presence], and be blameless and complete [in 

obedience to Me] (Genesis 17:1 AMP). Notice that God instructed Abraham to be habitual in 

walking with Him and living for Him. We can do this by establishing daily habits of prayer, 

worship and regular, consistent time spent in His Word. 

I love the Word of God! It is amazing. It contains wisdom, encouragement, comfort and 

inspiration for every conceivable human problem or dilemma. His Word brings peace and 

stability to our spirits, and it will renew our minds (see Romans 12:2). Get excited about getting 

into the Bible! 

Benefits of Keeping God First 

Make it your goal to have a deep, intimate relationship with God. Let Him into every area of 

your life. If you constantly look to other people for answers and validation, pray about this and 

ask the Lord to help you stop doing that and instead look to Him. (See 1 Thessalonians 2:4.) As 

we live to please God, He promises to bless our lives and make us prosper. 

When you decide to serve God with your whole heart and make Him first in your life, your soul 

will prosper and your joy and peace will increase. Remember to lean on Him more than anything 

else, and tell Him, “God, I want to do this, but I can’t do it without You.” He doesn’t expect you 

to live for Him in your own strength or ability, and He understands when you make mistakes. 

So if you mess up, don’t be discouraged and let it hold you back; confess it and keep going. God 

will give you grace to do what you need to do. One day at a time, you and God together can do 

anything! 

Allow God to Be the Centre of your business 

1. Spend time with Him – Set a routine each week in your business where you spend time with 

Him. It might be the first working hour in your business, it might be in the middle of the week it 

might be on a Friday morning, whatever works with your schedule in your business, make that 

time. I cannot tell you the number of times I have had my weekly hour of power with God and 

it’s turned into 3 hours and I’ve studied parts of the Bible and prayed with God and customers 

have come through in that time that I’ve spent with Him. He’s looked after me when I’ve had 

that time and put my eyes on Him. Put all distractions away and opened up my heart. These are 

your weekly business meetings with God. Call them Business Meetings if it makes you feel less 

guilty. I like to call them my hour of power because when I come out of them i am usually filled 

https://www.bible.com/bible/8/gen.17.1
https://www.bible.com/bible/59/rom.12.2
https://www.bible.com/bible/59/1th.2.4
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with God’s joy and peace. Learn about His heart, His power, His character, read the stories. You 

will be blown away. 

2. Pray before meetings with clients, staff, whatever meetings you have. Declare God’s 

dominion over the meetings, claim God’s will over the meetings, ask for God favour when you 

need it and ask for win-win situations to come out of them. 

3. Pray over your business, for your staff and clients and their families. 

4. Fast – Uphold your body to the Holy Spirit and fast at the beginning of the year, when you 

need to make a decision, before big meetings, whenever you need let the Holy Spirit back in 

control of your body. Like Jesus did for the 40 days, He gave His whole body to the Holy Spirit 

trusting that the Holy Spirit would see Him through and He did. Fasts aren’t about giving up 

something that distracts you from God, they’re about giving your whole body to God and the 

Holy Spirit as a temple and trusting that He will keep your body and life in order and submit it to 

Him. 

5. Lastly, love God with all your heart. The first and most important commandments and the 

most important of all of these points. Jesus tells us in Matthew… 

Matthew 22:36-40 New International Version (NIV) 

36 “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?” 

37 Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with 

all your mind.’[a] 38 This is the first and greatest commandment. 39 And the second is like it: 

‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’[b] 40 All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two 

commandments.” 

JESUS OF NAZARETH - THE GIFT OF HOPE AND 

LOVE  

A BRIEF HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 
 

Jesus was born around 5-4 B.C. of the Holy Spirit of the Living God and his virgin mother Mary 

into a humble poor Jewish family: “Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: After his 

mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child 

of the Holy Spirit. . . So all this was done that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the 

Lord through the Prophet, saying: Behold the virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, 

and they shall call His name ‘Immanuel’, which is translated ‘God with us’ (Matthew 1: 18, 

22-23). “And she brought forth her firstborn Son, and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths, 
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and laid Him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn” (Luke 2:7; 1: 

26-38). Jesus was born in a cave at Bethlehem, a small village in southern Palestine. 

He was raised in a pious Jewish family, and lived the religious life of a pious adult Jew. He was a 

native of Nazareth, a small town in northern Palestine. Before his active ministry, it is thought 

that he worked with his hands as a common laborer, probably in carpentry. He lived among the 

poor and identified with them. His disciples were simple folk. The twelve apostles constituted 

the inner group of his disciples. During Jesus active ministry of about three and half years, the 

twelve apostles accompanied him everywhere he went. They heard all his teachings. They had 

private discussions with him. They saw all his miracles. After he ascended into heaven, he sent 

them to preach the gospel to the world. All of them except two were martyred because of their 

Christian witness. Of these two, one died of old age in exile (the apostle John), and the other 

betrayed him (Judas Iscariot). 

He started his active ministry when he was about thirty years of age (Luke 3:23a). Although 

Jesus’ ministry lasted only a short period of nearly three and a half years, it had a world-

shattering effect. With the exception of a brief visit to the towns of Tyre and Sidon (Matthew 

15:21), Jesus ministered in Palestine. His ministry encompassed two major aspects: preaching 

and teaching, and mighty miracles, some of which are unique in the history of humankind. His 

favorite method of teaching was by using parables. Jesus’ life and behavior were radically 

consistent with his teaching. 

The prophet Isaiah prophesied about the mission of Jesus Christ more than seven centuries 

before his birth saying: “The Spirit of the LORD is upon Me, because He has anointed Me to 

preach the gospel to the poor; He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, to proclaim 

liberty to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are 

oppressed; to proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD.” (Luke 4: 18-19; Isaiah 61: 1-2).  

The portrait of Jesus Christ is the portrait of pristine divine love; a love that has no end; a love 

that knows no bounds; a love that exceeds our human understanding and comprehension. He 

loves us more than a mother loves her nursing baby: “Can a woman forget her nursing child, 

and not have compassion on the son of her womb? Surely they may forget, yet I will not 

forget you” (Isaiah 49:15). The essence of Jesus Christ’s message to us is love: "God is love" 

(1 John. 4:8b; John 3:16). Our response to his unlimited sacrificial love for us is that we love 

him back: "We love him because He first loved us" (1 John. 4:19). True love strives to please 

the beloved: "If you love Me, keep my commandments" (John. 14:15).  

What are these commandments? His commandments are that we love both God and our 

neighbor: "You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and 

with all your mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like it: you 

shall love your neighbor as yourself. On these two commandments hang all the law and the 

prophets" (Matthew 22:37-40). 
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He was reluctant to declare that he was the prophesied Messiah, because in his day the 

understanding of the Messiah’s mission was distorted and reduced to the role of an earthly king, 

which he refused to accept (John 6: 15). He became despised and rejected by many of his own 

people (the Jews), who were more interested in earthly power, and dead tradition. After the 

humiliation and agony of his cross, his historic earthly existence ended in the triumph of his 

resurrection and ascension to heaven in 30-33 A.D. 

The period preceding Christ was characterized by political instability in Palestine involving 

endless bloody bitter wars, barbaric military campaigns, imperial changes, conspiracies, 

assassinations, and at times political chaos. The predominant world power at the time of Christ 

was the Roman Empire. From 6 AD to 41 AD six Roman procurators ruled Judea (southern 

Palestine) from Caesarea Maritima, the first of whom was P. Quirinius, who began his 

administration by ordering a census. This led to armed rebellion in Judea by people fearing 

higher taxes and labor. The best known of the procurators was Pontius Pilate, who succeeded 

Gratus in 26 AD. Like his predecessors, he gave little attention to the Jewish traditions, which 

led to discontent. The wide-spread Jewish discontent prompted the Jews to seek the Messiah. 

Amidst this desperation and the darkness of that long night that seemed to have no end, the 

light of Jesus shone bright. 

II. THE CHARACTER OF JESUS 

The wonderful portrait of Jesus is presented herein from the Holy Bible. All biblical quotations 

are from the NKJV (New King James Version translation of the Holy Bible). 

1. The Love of Jesus 
Jesus loved all kinds of people: including sinners, marginalized people, tax collectors, the sick, 

women and children. In fact, he used to eat with notorious public sinners in order to guide them 

to repentance. The love of Jesus is declared in many ways. 

i. Relieving the Weary: 

“Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take My 

yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest 

for your souls. For My yoke is easy and My burden is light” (Matthew 11: 28-30). 

ii. Feeding the Hungry 
 

At least on two occasions, Jesus fed a multitude of hungry people who were following him. On 

one occasion, he fed about five thousand men besides women and children by blessing five 

loaves of bread and two fish (Matthew 14:13-21; Luke 9:11-17). On the other occasion, he fed 

about four thousand men besides women and children by blessing seven loaves of bread and a 



 

GOD BE THE CENTRE DANNYBOY PIETERSE 

 

GOD BE THE CENTRE 
few fish (Matthew 15: 32-39). On both occasions, he did that upon his own initiative: “I have 

compassion on the multitude, because they have now continued with Me three days and 

have nothing to eat. And I do not want to send them away hungry, lest they faint on the 

way” (Matthew 15:32).  

iii. Healing the sick 

Jesus healed many people afflicted with a variety of ailments. He healed the leper (Luke 5: 12-

15; 17: 11-19), the paralytic (Luke 5: 16-26), the paralyzed (Matthew 8: 5-13), the blind 

(Matthew 9: 27-31), a bleeding woman (Luke 8: 43-48), and those with a variety of diseases: 

“Then great multitudes came to Him, having with them the lame, blind, mute, maimed, and 

many others; and they laid them down at Jesus’ feet, and He healed them. So the multitude 

marveled when they saw the mute speaking, the maimed made whole, the lame walking, 

and the blind seeing; and they glorified the God of Israel” (Matthew 15: 30-31). 

iv. Freeing the demon-possessed from demonic power 

Jesus set many people free from demonic powers that possessed and tormented them. Demons 

knew that he was the Christ (Luke 4: 41; 8: 26-39; Mark 9: 17-29; Matthew 8: 16, 28-34; 9: 32-

33; 12: 22-23). “Now in the synagogue there was a man who had a spirit of an unclean 

demon. And he cried out with a loud voice, saying, ‘Let us alone! What have we to do with 

you, Jesus of Nazareth? Did you come to destroy us?  

I know who You are—the Holy One of God!’ But Jesus rebuked him saying, ‘Be quiet, and 

come out of him!’ And when the demon had thrown him in their midst, it came out of him 

and did not hurt him. Then they were all amazed and spoke among themselves, saying, 

‘What a word this is! For with authority and power He commands the unclean spirits, and 

they come out” (Luke 4: 33-36). 

When they accused him of casting out demons by Beelzebub, the ruler of the demons, he 

declared that he cast out demons by the power of the living God: “But Jesus knew their 

thoughts, and said to them: “Every kingdom divided against itself is brought to desolation, 

and every city or house divided against itself will not stand. If Satan casts out Satan, he is 

divided against himself. How then will his kingdom stand? And if I cast out demons by 

Beelzebub, by whom do your sons cast them out?  

Therefore they shall be your judges. But if I cast out demons by the Spirit of God, surely 

the kingdom of God has come upon you. Or how can one enter a strong man’s house and 

plunder his goods, unless he first binds the strong man? And then he will plunder his 

house” (Matthew 12: 25-29; Luke 11: 17-23). In fact, Jesus terrified demons. They feared that 

he might send them to eternal torment before the time (Matthew 8: 29). 
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2. The Compassion of Jesus 
 

“And when Jesus went out He saw a great multitude; and He was moved with compassion 

for them, and healed their sick” (Matthew 14: 14). 

i. Lamenting over the impending destruction of Jerusalem 

Jesus foreknew the then future destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans, which took place in 70 

AD. He wept over it with compassion: “Now as He drew near, He saw the city and wept over 

it, saying, if you had known, even you, especially in this your day, the things that make for 

your peace! But now they are hidden from your eyes. For days will come upon you when 

your enemies will build an embankment around you, surround you and close you in on 

every side, and level you and your children within you, to the ground; and they will not 

leave in you one stone upon another, because you did not know the time of your visitation” 

(Luke 19: 41-44). 

ii. Raising the widow’s son from the dead 

Jesus had compassion for the weeping widow who lost her only son. Therefore, he raised her son 

from the dead upon his own initiative: “And when He came near the gate of the city, behold a 

dead man was being carried out, the only son of his mother; and she was a widow. And a 

large crowd from the city was with her. When the Lord saw her, He had compassion on her 

and said to her, ‘do not weep.’ Then He came and touched the open coffin, and those who 

carried him stood still. And He said, ‘Young man, I say to you, arise.’ So he who was dead 

sat up and began to speak. And He presented him to his mother” (Luke 7: 12-15). 

iii. Raising Lazarus from the dead 

Lazarus and his two sisters were dear friends of Jesus. When Lazarus died, Jesus went to console 

his sisters and raise him from the dead. When Jesus saw Lazarus’ sister and friends weeping, he 

wept for their anguish and pain: “Therefore, when Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who 

came with her weeping, He groaned in the spirit and was troubled. And He said, ‘Where 

have you laid him?’ They said to Him, ‘Lord, come and see.’ Jesus wept” (John 11: 33-35). 
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3. Jesus: the Good Shepherd 
 

Jesus said: “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd gives His life for the sheep. My 

sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me. And I give them eternal life, 

and they shall never perish; neither shall anyone snatch them out of My hand” (John 10: 

11, 27-28). Jesus searches for the lost sinner: “What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if 

he looses one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness, and go after the one 

which is lost until he finds it. And when he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders, 

rejoicing. And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and neighbors, saying to 

them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep which was lost!’ I say to you that 

likewise there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine 

just persons who need no repentance” (Luke 15: 4-7); “For you were like sheep going 

astray, but have now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of our souls” (1 Peter 2: 25). 

We pray with the psalmist: “The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. He makes me to lie 

down in green pastures; He leads me beside the still waters. He restores my soul; He leads 

me in the paths of righteousness for His name’s sake. Yea, though I walk through the valley 

of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; for You are with me; Your rod and your staff, 

they comfort me” (Psalms 23: 1-4). 

4. The Holiness of Jesus 
 

From the above discussion it is apparent that Jesus did all goodness to all people. In addition, 

Jesus lived a pure holy life. He was blameless without sin: “Which of you convicts Me of sin?” 

(John 8: 46a); “Who committed no sin, nor was deceit found in His mouth; who, when he 

was reviled, did not revile in return; when He suffered, He did not threaten, but committed 

Himself to Him who judges righteously” (1 Peter 2: 22-23); “And you know that He was 

manifested to take away our sins, and in Him there is no sin” (1 John 3: 5); “Knowing that 

you were not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver or gold, but with the precious 

blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot” (1 Peter 1: 18a, 19). 

5. The Humility of Jesus 
 

Jesus was a very humble person: “Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am 

gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For My yoke is easy and My 

burden is light” (Matthew 11: 29-30). When Jesus entered Jerusalem He was riding a young 

donkey, which symbolizes peace; he never used a horse that symbolizes war and conquest: 

“Then Jesus, when He had found a young donkey, sat on it; as it is written: ‘Fear not, 

daughter of Zion, behold, your King is coming sitting on a donkey’s colt” (John 12: 14-15).  
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Jesus befriended the sinner and the outcast in order to bring them to repentance: “And when the 

Pharisees saw it, they said to His disciples, ‘Why does your Teacher eat with tax collectors 

and sinners? When Jesus heard that, He said to them, ‘Those who are well have no need of 

a physician, but those who are sick; For I did not come to call the righteous, but sinners, to 

repentance” (Matthew 9: 11-12, 13b). 

Jesus washed the feet of his disciples in order to teach them a lesson in humility: “After that, He 

poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples feet, and to wipe them with the 

towel with which He was girded. So when He had washed their feet, taken His garments 

and sat down again, He said to them, ‘Do you know what I have done to you? You call Me 

Teacher and Lord, and you say well, for so I am. If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have 

washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. For I have given you an 

example, that you should do as I have done to you” (John 13: 5, 12-15). 

6. The Peaceful and Non-violent Nature of Jesus, the Prince 

of Peace 

 

Jesus never carried a sword or any weapon whatsoever. Jesus never asked anyone to kill 

somebody for him. In fact, when Peter, one of his chosen apostles, pulled his sword to prevent 

them from arresting Jesus, Jesus asked him not to use his sword: “And suddenly, one of those 

who were with Jesus stretched out his hand and drew his sword, struck the servant of the 

high priest, and cut off his ear. But Jesus said to him, ‘Put your sword in its place, for all 

who take the sword will perish by the sword. Or do you think that I cannot now pray to My 

Father, and He will provide me with more than twelve legions of angels? How then could 

the Scriptures be fulfilled, that it must happen thus?” (Matthew 26: 51-54). Subsequently, 

Jesus healed the ear of the servant of the high priest who came to arrest him (Luke 22: 51). 

Jesus never organized an army, never invaded a country in the name of God, and never asked 

any of his disciples to do so for him. He did not come to establish an earthly kingdom or a state. 

In fact, he refused to become an earthly king: “Therefore, when Jesus perceived that they 

were about to come and take Him by force to make Him king, He departed again to the 

mountain by Himself alone” (John 6: 15). 

There are many witnesses in the Holy Bible on the peaceful non-violent nature of Jesus. The 

following are a few of them: “He will not quarrel nor cry out, nor will anyone hear His voice 

in the streets” (Matthew 12: 19); “Because He had done no violence, nor was any deceit in 

his mouth” (Isaiah 53: 9b). 
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7. The Authority of Jesus, the Christ 
 

Many mighty miracles and works performed by Jesus are recorded in the books of the New 

Testament. These acts demonstrate his power and authority. 

i. Authority to heal the sick 

ii. Authority over demonic powers 

iii. Authority to forgive sins 

Jesus performed both physical healings and spiritual healings. The latter was effected mainly by 

forgiving the sins of the person: “When He saw their faith, He said to him, ‘Man, your sins 

are forgiven you.’ And the scribes and the Pharisees began to reason, saying, ‘Who is this 

who speaks blasphemies? Who can forgive sins but God alone?’ But when Jesus perceived 

their thoughts, He answered and said to them, ‘Why are you reasoning in your hearts?’  

Which is easier, to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven you,’ or to say, ‘Rise up and walk?’ But that 

you may know that the Son of Man has power on earth to forgive sins’—He said to the man 

who was paralyzed, ‘I say to you, arise, take up your bed, and go to your house. 

Immediately he rose up before them, took up what he had been lying on, and departed to 

his own house, glorifying God” (Luke 5: 20-25; 7: 36-50). Jesus healed the paralytic man, but 

did that after He forgave his sins. He declared that He had the power to forgive sins. Jesus 

proved that he had the authority to forgive sins because, if he had committed blasphemy, He 

could not heal the paralytic man, which He did with ease. He did not speak on behalf of God. He 

spoke as God himself in self-revelation, saying: “I say to you …” (Matthew 5: 20, 22, 28, 32; 

etc.). 

iv. Authority over human life 

We know of three miracles of raising the dead (Luke 8: 41-42, 49-56; 7: 12-15; John 11: 1-44). 

The most powerful of these miracles is raising Lazarus from the dead four days after his death 

after his corpse began to decompose in his grave (John 11: 1-44). 

v. Authority of creation 

The miracles of multiplying the few loaves of bread and fishes to feed the hungry multitudes of 

people with plenty of left-over food which they collected in baskets are miracles of creation 

(Luke 9: 11-17; Matthew 15: 32-39). 

Jesus created two new eyes for a man born blind (John 9). This man was born without eyeballs. 

Jesus created in him a pair of new eyeballs from clay that He anointed the blind man’s eye 

sockets with. This miracle reminds us of God’s creation of Adam from clay (Genesis 2:7). 

http://3lotus.com/en/Christianity/Jesus.htm?gclid=Cj0KCQjwtLT1BRD9ARIsAMH3BtUMGlb144Gvlpbe3A-N2196BIJeOzkUGXfZoLBZ5cD1PPImOJBMV1gaAkWbEALw_wcB#II1ii
http://3lotus.com/en/Christianity/Jesus.htm?gclid=Cj0KCQjwtLT1BRD9ARIsAMH3BtUMGlb144Gvlpbe3A-N2196BIJeOzkUGXfZoLBZ5cD1PPImOJBMV1gaAkWbEALw_wcB#II1ii


 

GOD BE THE CENTRE DANNYBOY PIETERSE 

 

GOD BE THE CENTRE 
vi. Authority over nature 

Jesus rebuked the stormy wind and the raging sea, and they obeyed him (Matthew 8: 23-27; 

Mark 4: 36-41; Luke 8:22-25). He was able to command the forces of nature and they obeyed 

Him! In addition, Jesus walked on the raging sea as if it were dry land (Mark 6: 45-52). 

People saw the glory of God in the loving compassionate attitude of Jesus, his teachings, and his 

mighty miracles. “The people who sat in darkness have seen a great light. And upon those 

who sat in the region and shadow of death, light has dawned” (Matthew 4: 16). They loved 

Jesus in great numbers drawn to him for his charismatic powers, and for his compassion and 

love. He equally responded to them. 

In his first advent, Jesus Christ came to heal and regenerate spiritually those that would accept 

him, not to judge and condemn those who reject him, and not to build a world empire. He said: 

“And if anyone hears My words and does not believe, I do not judge him; for I did not 

come to judge the world but to save the world” (John 12: 47). He came to build, not to 

destroy. In his second advent, he will come back in glory and power to judge the living and the 

dead. 

In his first advent, Jesus Christ has obtained the greatest victory in human history. He defeated 

both sin and spiritual death, the true enemies of humanity. His kingship is spiritual and universal 

but is not to be imposed on anyone. It is not associated with any earthly political power. In the 

Gospel, God offers eternal life with Christ to all who accept him as their Lord and savior. This 

offer remains in effect till the second advent of Christ. “Behold, He is coming with clouds, and 

every eye will see Him, even they who pierced Him. And all the tribes of the earth will 

mourn because of Him. Even so, Amen. ‘I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and 

the End,’ says the Lord, ‘who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty’” 

(Revelation 1: 7-8). 

Jesus loves you. He searches for you saying: “Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If 

anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and dine with him, and he 

with me” (Revelation 3: 20). Would you open the door of your heart for him?  

Jesus is at the centre of the universe 

According to the Bible, Jesus is the creator of the universe: 

For by him [Jesus Christ] all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and 

invisible…all things were created through him and for him. (Colossians 1:16). 

This shows that Jesus is not only a good man, a prophet, and a wonderful teacher; Jesus, as 

Christians have recognised from the earliest centuries of the Church, is God the Son. As you can 

imagine, then, Jesus is very much worth listening to! 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Col%201.16
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In fact, Jesus is not only the creator of the universe, he also continually sustains it: 

He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the 

universe by the word of his power. (Hebrews 1:3) 

Jesus is at the centre of history 

For many centuries, history was, and often still is, divided into 'BC' (Before Christ) and 'AD' 

(Anno Domini, Latin for 'year of our Lord'). The coming of Jesus as a baby divides history into 

two. More than that, the Bible says very clearly that Jesus will return again, not as a baby this 

time, but as a judge, to right all wrongdoing. The Bible is clear that, when this happens, all 

wrong will be wiped away, and God himself will live with his people in a wonderfully close 

way: 

He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be 

mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away. (Revelation 

21:4) 

Jesus is at the centre of the Bible. 

You may well know that the New Testament of the Bible begins with four accounts of Jesus’ 

life, and that after this there are a number of letters explaining more about the significance of his 

life, death and resurrection. 

However, not only does the New Testament speak about the Lord Jesus Christ; He himself 

claimed that the whole Old Testament spoke about him too. This is seen very clearly in an 

account of an event that took place after Jesus' resurrection. As he walked with two of his 

disciples, we are told: 

And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he [Jesus] interpreted to them in all the 

Scriptures the things concerning himself. (Luke 24:27) 

Throughout the New Testament, we see Jesus' followers understanding the Old Testament to 

speak very clearly about who Jesus is and what he had come to do. There are a couple more 

examples of New Testament writers doing this at the end of this answer. 

Here, then, are three things that we can say that Jesus is at the centre of: the universe, human 

history, and the Bible. Let us now point out what appears to have been at the very centre of 

Jesus’ life on earth, and how that relates to you and me: 

 

 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb%201.3
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The cross is at the centre of Jesus' life 

You may want to begin to read for yourself one of the accounts of Jesus' life which were written 

by some of his earliest followers within a few decades of his death and resurrection: The gospels 

of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. If you want to find out about Jesus, there is no better place to 

start than these. 

As you do so, you will notice something very interesting: there is only a very small amount of 

the gospels taken up with the birth and childhood of Jesus. Indeed, even his extraordinary 

teaching and miracles seem less central than this: the fact that Jesus was put to death on a cross. 

A large section of each of the gospels is taken up with the events immediately leading up to 

Jesus' crucifixion. 

This may seem odd, since crucifixion was reserved for the worst kind of criminals, so that they 

could be made into a public example and warning by the Roman rulers. The kind of shame 

surrounding crucifixion can be seen in the fact that, when Jesus began to predict his death on a 

cross, his follower Peter told him not to speak like this (Mark 8:31-33). 

Why would the gospel writers focus on the shameful death of their hero, a man they wanted to 

tell others about? Because it is through his death, and resurrection, that Jesus has rescued a 

people for himself from sin and death and hell. On the cross, Jesus Christ took on himself the 

debt for sin that we could not pay. He died, in order that we might live. 

If you realise your need for God's forgiveness, and that you can be forgiven only because of what 

Jesus has done, put your trust in Christ, asking God's forgiveness in prayer. You can hear what 

Jesus did for you by watching the video on the main part of our site: Watch the video 

In summary, we have seen that the Bible declares Jesus to be at the centre of the universe, at the 

centre of history, and at the centre of all that the Bible says. We have also seen that, at the very 

centre of Jesus' mission on earth was that he should die on a Roman cross, and in so doing, pay 

the debt owed to God by sinners like us. 

Here are some more Bible Verses for your further consideration: 

 Acts 8:26-35 

 Hebrews 1: 5-9 

Praise awaits the LORD in Zion (v.1). David is asserting the centrality of God among his people. 

We are not the centre, waiting for God to deal with us on our terms. The LORD is the centre. He 

sets the agenda. ‘Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.’ God does not wait for praise as 

though he needed it to be fulfilled. He has a right to expect it from the congregation of his 

people. Praise befits God; praise is suitable for him. ‘Praise is due to you, O God’ (ESV). 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Mark%208.31-33
http://www.lookingforgod.com/
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https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb%201.%205-9
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A centripetal force is at work in verse 2. All flesh will come to him. All are accountable to him. 

History is moving towards him. Many are fleeing to him for refuge, calling upon him. Soon all 

will have to bow the knee and confess that Jesus is Lord. All humanity is drawn irresistibly, 

whether by grace to be saved or by force to be judged. ‘For from him and through him and to 

him are all things. To him be the glory for ever! Amen’ (Rom. 11:36). 

What is it that puts God at the centre, what creates the obligation to praise? 

A God who provides atonement  

I don’t know what have been the high points and low points for you since 1 January 2014. 

Perhaps there will have been loss of some kind, perhaps serious disease or chronic illness, 

financial pressures, family tensions. Perhaps there have been joys and pleasures in the natural 

and spiritual spheres. As we read Christmas newsletters from friends and family, there will be a 

variety of stories. 

But one thing is certain – that we have sinned. 2014 has its own catalogue of sins. Sin has been 

in our speech, our thought and our deeds that has been shameful and sordid. Probably you have 

struggled with certain sins in the past year. At times you have felt overwhelmed by sins – you 

have felt you were losing the battle. Sin has been so huge, so entrenched. It has become an 

intolerable burden. You have despaired. You are not alone. This is authentic Christian experience 

(Rom. 7:22-24). 

But, says David, ‘you atone for our transgressions’. This God alone is willing and able to provide 

atonement. No other religion has a God who delights to show mercy (Micah 7:18). ‘Where sin 

abounded, grace abounded much more’ (Romans 5:20). 

The New Testament explains how the atonement is achieved at the cross. The Jesus who shed his 

propitiatory blood continues to intercede, to minister on our behalf in the heavenly sanctuary. He 

is a merciful and faithful high priest. There is not a day when his blood does not atone for our 

sin. 

A God who grants access 

In 2009, to the embarrassment of the US Secret Service, a couple gatecrashed a White House 

state dinner in honour of the prime minister of India. They shook hands with President Obama 

and put the photos on Facebook. They weren’t on the guest list – but even those invited didn’t 

necessarily get to spend time with the President. Through Christ’s work of atonement we have 

access into God’s presence. ‘Blessed is the one you choose and bring near, to dwell in your 

courts!’ (v.4). 

Access here is seen as: 

https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Rom.%2011.36
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Rom.%207.22-24
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 a right bestowed by a sovereign, not achieved or contrived by man’s initiative or ability. 

 the right of dwelling on a permanent basis ‘in the courts of the Lord’ 

 a place of delight in fellowship with God: ‘We shall be satisfied with the goodness of 

your house, the holiness of your temple’ (cf 84:10). 

It has been our privilege throughout the year to be able to approach God. How have we used this 

access bought for us? ‘Since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of 

Jesus, by a new and living way opened for us… let us draw near to God with a sincere heart in 

full assurance of faith’ (Heb. 10:19-22). 

A God of awesome deeds  

Our God is the God of all the earth. The nations are Christ’s inheritance. The Son is the Saviour 

for all peoples. In far-spread lands God’s wonders are made known and rejoiced in. The psalmist 

seamlessly weaves together God’s dominion over the natural world and his dominion in the 

moral and spiritual sphere: ‘Who stilled the roaring of the seas, the roaring of their waves, and 

the turmoil of the nations’ (v.7). Compare with Isaiah 17:12-14. 

The one who stills the storm is able to subdue unruly, disobedient, threatening peoples, to rule 

the nations with a rod of iron. He is the head over all things for his church. These awesome deeds 

form the answer to the cries of his people – God acts in righteousness. All that he does bears this 

hallmark. His people will not be forgotten. He has intervened and will intervene to deliver us. 

A God of abundance  

The idyllic pastoral scene presented in these verses couldn’t be more different from the bleakness 

of midwinter in the UK. But again, what holds true in the natural realm is also true in the 

spiritual. What God had so visibly done for the land, in its seasonal fruitfulness and abundance, 

he does invisibly for us. He is ‘The Lord who daily loads us with benefits’ (Ps. 68:19), seen and 

unseen. We may have been fortunate enough to be surrounded by abundance over Christmas – 

food and drink in plenty, presents everywhere. All too quickly they disappear! But God has 

inexhaustible stores of blessing for us in Christ. 

Miracles?  

In discussing the theme of biblical miracles, several important areas of consideration must be 

surveyed. 

First, exactly what is a miracle? People use that term rather loosely—frequently, not at all in a 

scriptural sense. And what are those tell-tale traits that identify the miracle and distinguish it 

https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Heb.%2010.19-22
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from a natural phenomenon? If folks only knew what to look for in certifying the miraculous, 

they surely would be aware that supernatural deeds are not being performed in this age. 

Second, what was the design of those “wonders” which are described so dramatically in the 

Bible? And how did those demonstrating these “signs” come to possess them? Further, does the 

Bible itself contain any information as to whether miraculous displays would be perpetual, i.e., 

until the end of time, or whether they were to be confined to a relatively brief span of history? 

Finally, if genuine miracles are not a part of today’s world, just how does one explain the feats 

which are flaunted by so-called modern “faith-healers”? These are questions which we propose 

to answer in this study. 

Definition and Classification of Miracles 

How does one define a miracle? 

A miracle is an event which the forces of nature—including the natural powers of man—cannot 

of themselves produce, and which must, therefore, be referred to a supernatural agency (Fisher 

1900, 9). 

A miracle is a divine operation that transcends what is normally perceived as natural law; it 

cannot be explained upon any natural basis. 

The miracles recorded in the Bible fall into several categories. The following examples are 

illustrative, though certainly not exhaustive: 

First, there are supernatural acts of creation. Certain creation activities were accomplished by the 

word of God (Hebrews 11:3); he merely spoke, and it was done (Psalm 33:9). Obviously, this 

type of divine action is not being duplicated today since the creation process of the material 

universe was concluded at the end of the initial week of earth’s history (Genesis 2:1-2). 

Second, there were miracles which involved a temporary and localized suspension of laws 

regulating nature. Jesus calmed a ferocious storm on the Sea of Galilee (Matthew 8:23-27), and, 

on another occasion, he walked upon the waters of the lake (John 6:16-21). 

Third, there were signs which involved the healing of man’s physical body. The blind were made 

to see (John 9:1-7), and the lame to walk (Acts 3:1-10). 

Fourth, there were signs demonstrating divine power over death. Lazarus, dead four days, was 

raised (John 11:43-44), and, of course, the resurrection of Christ is the very foundation of the 

Christian system (1 Corinthians 15:16-19). 
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Fifth, some of the wonders of the New Testament age had to do with the expulsion of demons 

that had entered into human bodies (Matthew 12:22ff). This was evidence of the fact that the 

Savior’s power was superior to that of Satan. 

Sixth, the exhibition of divine authority was seen in the manipulation of certain material things. 

Christ turned water into wine (John 2:1-11), and multiplied a lad’s loaves and fishes, so that 

thousands were fed (John 6:1-14). 

Seventh, miraculous power was demonstrated in both the plant and animal kingdoms. Balaam’s 

donkey spoke with a man’s voice (Numbers 22:28), and the Lord Jesus, in an object lesson 

relative to the impending destruction of Jerusalem, destroyed a fig tree with but a word from his 

mouth (Matthew 21:19). In this study, we will limit ourselves mostly to a consideration of 

miracles recorded in the New Testament record. 

Characteristics of a Genuine Miracle 

What are the traits of a genuine miracle, as opposed to feigned signs? Consider the following 

facts. 

A supernatural display of divine power is not an arguable proposition; it is a dramatic, 

demonstrable fact. No where in the New Testament is there a record of a divine spokesman 

arguing for the validity of miracles. No logical scheme is needed to establish such a case. 

Miracles either happen, or they don’t. 

When Jesus performed signs, even his enemies did not deny the effect of such; they merely 

attempted to attribute his power to some other source (e.g., Satan; cf. Matthew 12:24). The 

leaders of the Jewish community did not doubt that Peter and John had performed a notable 

miracle when they healed the lame man at the temple; rather, they sought to mute the sign’s 

impact by threats of violence (cf. Acts 4:14ff). 

Is anything being done today of such compelling nature as to elicit this type of reaction? 

In biblical times, miracles always had a worthy motive. Signs were not done for the purpose of 

personal aggrandizement. Though Jesus’ miracles established the validity of his claim of being 

the Son of God, that designation was not assumed out of personal interest. Rather, the 

documented claim was motivated by a love for man’s salvation. 

Those performing wonders in the first century did not do so for the purpose of enhancing 

themselves financially—unlike the wealthy “faith-healers” of today. When Peter encountered the 

lame man of Acts 3, he had no money (v. 6). 

As a general rule, the miracles of the Bible era were done in the presence of a multitude of 

credible witnesses—even hostile observers. When the Lord multiplied the loaves and fishes, 
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possibly some ten thousand or more people were present (cf. John 6:10ff). Truly, the signs 

validating Christianity were not “done in a corner” (Acts 26:26). 

Genuine miracles were not slow, progressive processes; rather, they produced instantaneous 

effects. Note: “[A]nd straightway he received his sight” (Mark 10:52); “[A]nd immediately his 

feet and his ankle bones received strength” (Acts 3:7). 

In the New Testament, one never reads such statements as this: “Paul prayed for him, and within 

three weeks he was cured.” Yet, such testimonies are common among the devotees of modern 

charlatans. 

True miracles must be subject to sense perception. The water that Jesus turned into wine could 

be tasted (John 2:9); Thomas could feel the prints in the hands of the resurrected Christ (John 

20:27), and the restored ear of the high priest’s servant could be seen (Luke 22:51). The wonders 

of the Bible were objective demonstrations, not subjective speculations! 

Actual signs must be independent of secondary causes. By this we mean there must be no 

possible way to explain the miracle in a natural fashion. 

One is reminded of the boy whose cat gave birth to kittens. When the lad noticed the kittens were 

blind, he prayed for them. Sure enough, in about nine days they all could see! Hardly a miracle. 

Can the miracles of Christ be explained in any natural fashion? They cannot. For instance it 

cannot be argued that the blind man of John 9:1ff was psychosomatically afflicted, for the 

gentleman had been born in that condition. How can a perfectly restored ear, that had been 

amputated, be explained by current processes (Luke 22:50-51)? 

A genuine miracle will generate more than a superficial and temporary interest. It will have an 

abiding effect. The miracles of Christ were never denied during the apostolic age, nor even in the 

immediate ages beyond. 

Even ancient enemies of Christianity, like Celsus and Porphyry, admitted that Jesus did certain 

extraordinary deeds; they suggested, of course, that it was mere “magic.” Their charges, 

however, are indirect testimony to the supernatural works of Christ. But who can remember a 

single “miracle” that Oral Roberts or Jimmy Swaggart is supposed to have performed? 

We submit, therefore, that so-called modern miracles do not meet the criteria suggested above. 

They thus must be rejected and explained upon some other basis. 

Miraculous Gifts: Their Purpose and Method of Reception 

What was the purpose of miracles in the ministry of Christ, or in the apostolic age? As noted 

above, their design must be consistent with the lofty theme of redemption. 
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Of the early disciples who were endowed with spiritual gifts, Mark declares: 

And they went forth, and preached everywhere, the Lord working with them, and confirming the 

word by the signs that followed (Mark 16:20). 

The function of the signs was to confirm the revelatory process, i.e., the word of truth being 

communicated from God to man. 

The writer of Hebrews argues similarly. He declares that the message regarding the “great 

salvation,” which at the first had been 

spoken through the Lord, was confirmed unto us by them that heard; God also bearing witness 

with them, both by signs and wonders, and by manifold powers, and by gifts of the Holy Spirit, 

according to his own will (2:3-4). 

Of special interest in these passages is the term “confirm” (Grk. bebaioo). The word denotes 

evidence that establishes the validity of the divinely-given word (Brown 1975, 658). The 

supernatural gifts of the primitive age, therefore, had as their design the establishment of the 

credibility of Christ and his spokesmen, and so ultimately, the validation of their message, 

namely, that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, the Savior of the world! 

Now observe this very important point. If it can be established that those early miracles do 

corroborate the testimony of Christ, and those commissioned by him; and further, that the 

recording of these events in the New Testament was designed to perpetually accomplish that 

function, then it stands as demonstrated that the repetition of such signs is not needed today. 

The fact is, that is exactly what is affirmed by the apostle John. He declares that the “signs” of 

Christ, which he records in his gospel account, “are written [gegraptai—perfect tense, abiding 

effect] that ye may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God” (John 20:31). 

A. T. Robertson notes that this book “has had precisely this effect of continuous and successive 

confirmation of faith in Jesus Christ through the ages” (Robertson 1932, 317). Even those who 

claim that God is working miracles today, when asked if they believe that the recorded miracles 

of Christ in the New Testament are sufficient to establish faith in him, will answer affirmatively. 

It ought to be abundantly clear, therefore, that since the miracles of the Bible continue to 

accomplish their original purpose, there is no need for a repetition of them today. They are not 

being replicated in this age! 

Next, one should explore the method of gift reception, as that concept is set forth in the New 

Testament. Christ, of course, was empowered directly by God to work miracles. Such signs 

demonstrated that he was a “man approved of God” (Acts 2:22). 
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So far as New Testament information goes, there were only two ways by which others received 

spiritual gifts in the apostolic era. The first was by means of Holy Spirit baptism, i.e., an 

overwhelming direct endowment of the Spirit’s power. Second, miraculous gifts were bestowed 

by the imposition of the apostles’ hands. Let us consider the biblical facts regarding these two 

matters. 

Holy Spirit baptism was demonstrated in only two New Testament situations. It was given to the 

apostles of Christ (Acts 1:5; 2:4). Then, as a very special case, it was received by the household 

of Cornelius (Acts 10:44-47; 11:15-17). Is Holy Spirit baptism available today? We can show 

that it is not by the following logical argument. 

First, when Paul wrote to the Ephesians (ca. A.D. 62), he affirmed that there was but “one 

baptism” at that time (4:5). It is generally conceded that this baptism must be either Holy Spirit 

baptism or water baptism. If it can be established that the one baptism of Ephesians 4:5 is water 

baptism, then it is obvious that Spirit baptism was no longer available. 

That water baptism is age-lasting is demonstrated by the fact that it is the baptism of the great 

commission (cf. Matthew 28:19-20; Mark 16:16). In Matthew’s account, the Lord promised that 

as long as his people were making disciples, baptizing, teaching, etc., he would accompany them 

always, even to the end of the age. Whatever the baptism of this passage is, therefore, it 

continues in force until the end. 

This baptism, however, must be water baptism, as evidenced by the fact that it is administered by 

human beings: “Go . . . make disciples . . . baptizing . . .” On the other hand, Holy Spirit baptism 

had no human administrator; it was bestowed directly by Christ (Matthew 3:11). 

It must be concluded, therefore, that the one baptism of Ephesians 4:5 was water baptism; 

consequently, Holy Spirit baptism had become obsolete. Such being the case, spiritual gifts are 

not received via Holy Spirit baptism today. 

Other than by Holy Spirit baptism, miraculous gifts could be conveyed only by an apostle of 

Christ. Note the evidence. 

Philip, the evangelist (not an apostle), could perform miracles, but he could not pass that gift 

along to others. Accordingly, apostles, namely Peter and John, were sent to Samaria, where 

Philip had been preaching, so that the church there might be furnished with certain divine gifts 

(cf. Acts 8:5-6; 14-17). 

In connection with the foregoing circumstances, Simon the sorcerer “saw that through the laying 

on of the apostles’ hands the Holy Spirit was given” (Acts 8:18). He wanted to purchase that 

privilege for himself, but he was informed that he had neither part nor lot in that matter, i.e., the 

impartation of spiritual gifts. 
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At Ephesus, Paul laid his hands on twelve converts and “they spake with tongues and 

prophesied” (Acts 19:6). 

There was an unruly element within the church at Corinth that denied Paul’s apostleship. Such, 

however, was a very illogical position, for that church possessed spiritual gifts (1 Corinthians 12-

14), and they had received them from none other than Paul. The “signs of an apostle” had been 

wrought among them (2 Corinthians 12:12), so Paul forcefully could say: 

If to others I am not an apostle, yet at least I am to you; for the seal of mine apostleship are ye in 

the Lord (1 Corinthians 9:2). 

The Corinthian church (with its spiritual gifts) was, therefore a “seal” (divine documentation of 

Paul’s apostleship), and accordingly, indirect evidence that such gifts were received only from an 

apostle! 

Paul urged Timothy to “stir up the gift of God,” which, says he, “is in you through [dia—

denoting the instrument or agency by means of which the gift was imparted (Arndt and Gingrich 

1923, 179)] the laying on of my hands” (2 Timothy 1:6). 

Some argue that 1 Timothy 4:14 indicates that Timothy had received a spiritual gift from a 

certain “eldership,” which establishes a precedent for the reception of supernatural powers from 

a non-apostolic source. However, the passage does not suggest that. 

Timothy had received a gift “by prophecy, with [meta] the laying on of the hands of the 

presbytery.” Meta simply denotes “attendant circumstances” and does not suggest that the gift 

came by the hands of the elders (Green 1907, 207). 

This verse asserts that Timothy had received a spiritual gift on the same general occasion when 

elders had laid hands upon the evangelist—doubtless to appoint him to some special mission. It 

does not affirm that the elders themselves imparted miracle-working ability to Timothy. 

Since, therefore, there is no Holy Spirit baptism today; and further, since there are no apostles (or 

successors to them) in this age, it should be quite clear that men are not in possession of 

supernatural gifts of the Spirit in this post-apostolic era of the Christian dispensation. 

Cessation of Miracles: Two Contexts Considered 

Were miraculous gifts to abide with the church until the end of time, or, due to their specific 

design, were they only a temporary phenomena? This matter is discussed rather 

comprehensively in two New Testament contexts. We will consider each of these. 

In 1 Corinthians 13, the inspired apostle addresses the duration of spiritual gifts in the Lord’s 

church. He commences by showing that these gifts must be exercised in love, for miraculous 
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powers, void of love, were worthless. This theme was quite appropriate in view of the disposition 

of rivalry which threatened the unity of the Corinthian congregation (some exalting certain gifts 

above others, etc.). 

From this initial instruction there is a very natural transition into the character and permanence of 

love, in contrast to the transitory function of spiritual gifts. 

Of the nine gifts mentioned in 12:8-10, Paul selects three to illustrate his argument. Significantly, 

all three were related directly to the revealing of God’s will to man. The apostle affirms that 

prophecies shall be done away, tongues shall cease, knowledge (i.e., supernatural knowledge) 

shall be done away. It is wonderfully clear, therefore, that these three gifts (and by implication 

all miraculous gifts) were not designed to be a permanent fixture within the church. 

In 1 Corinthians 13:9, Paul contends that God’s will, by means of these spiritual gifts 

(knowledge, prophecy, etc.) was made known gradually, i.e., “in part.” The expression “in part” 

translates the Greek to ek merous, literally, “the things in part.” It denotes “a part as opposed to 

the whole” (Abbott-Smith 1923, 284). 

And so, we make the following argument: The “in-part” things shall be done away. But, the in-

part things are the supernatural gifts by which the will of God was revealed. Thus, the 

supernatural gifts, by which the will of God was made known, were to be terminated. 

But the question is: when were these gifts to pass away? The answer is: “When that which is 

perfect is come.” In the Greek Testament, the expression literally reads, to teleion, “the complete 

thing.” The term “perfect,” when used of quantity, is better rendered “complete” or “whole.” 

A noted scholar observes: “In the Pauline corpus the meaning ‘whole’ is suggested at I C. 13:10 

by the antithesis to ek merous” (Kittel 1972, 75). In his translation of the New Testament, J. B. 

Phillips renders it, “when the Complete comes, that is the end of the Incomplete.” 

So, we may reason as follows: Whatever the in-part things are partially, the whole is, in 

completed form. But, the in-ppart things were the spiritual gifts employed in the revealing of 

God’s will (word). Therefore, the whole was God’s will (word)—as conveyed through the 

gifts—completely revealed. 

Within this context, therefore, the apostle actually is saying this: 

God’s revelation is being made known part-by-part, through the use of spiritual gifts; when that 

revelation is completed, these gifts will be needed no longer, hence, will pass away from the 

church’s possession. 

As noted scholar W.E. Vine observed: 
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With the completion of Apostolic testimony and the completion of the Scriptures of truth (“the 

faith once for all delivered to the saints”, Jude 3. R.V.), “that which is perfect” had come, and the 

temporary gifts were done away (1951, 184). 

Remember this vital point: spiritual gifts and the revelatory process were to be co-extensive. If 

men are performing miracles today, their messages are as binding as the New Testament record! 

If such is the case, the New Testament is not the final word. 

This theme is similarly dealt with in Ephesians 4, where it is affirmed that when Christ 

“ascended on High” he “gave gifts unto men” (vv. 8ff). The gifts were miraculously endowed 

functions in the church (e.g., apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, and teachers). The design of 

these capacities was “for the perfecting [katartismos] of the saints.” 

The original word denotes “complete qualification for a specific purpose” (The Analytical Greek 

Lexicon n.d., 220). Or, as Arndt and Gingrich render it, “to equip the saints for service” (1967, 

419). 

Moreover, the duration of these supernatural governments was specified. They were to continue 

“till we all attain unto the unity of the faith” (4:13). “Till” is from mechri, and it suggests a 

“specification of time up to which this spiritual constitution was designed to last” (Ellicott 1978, 

95). 

The word “unity” (henotes) basically means “oneness” (_The Analytical Greek Lexicon n.d., 

119). It derives from the term hen, the neuter of heis, and it emphasizes oneness “in contrast to 

the parts, of which a whole is made up” (Arndt and Gingrich 1967, 230). 

Finally, the expression “the faith” refers to the revealed gospel system (cf. Galatians 1:23; 1 

Timothy 5:8). 

And so, to sum up: the apostle contends that spiritual gifts would continue until the gospel 

system, in its individual parts (as portrayed in 1 Corinthians 13), came together in oneness, i.e., 

the completed or whole revelation (New Testament record) (see MacKnight 1954, 335). 

Ephesians 4 and 1 Corinthians 13 are wonderfully complimentary. 

Two Common Objections 

We will now consider a couple of arguments that frequently are employed in an attempt to prove 

that miracles did not cease with the apostolic age. 

First, some contend Paul taught that spiritual gifts would continue to the very end, i.e., unto the 

coming of Christ. First Corinthians 1:6-8 is cited to establish this. We offer the following points. 
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It is not certain that miraculous gifts are even in view within this context. Meyer argues that 

spiritual blessings in general are under consideration, not miraculous gifts (1879, 19). 

Even if miraculous gifts are in view, the text no more asserts that they will be operative until the 

Lord’s return, than it does that the Corinthians themselves would remain alive until that event. 

The word “end” can mean “to the uttermost” (cf. John 13:1), and thus the reference may not be 

to the end of time. 

One may be confirmed (sustained) through the message of the inspired Word (2 Timothy 

3:16,17), hence, be unreprovable in the day of Christ, without needing to possess supernatural 

gifts. 

Second, it is claimed that the Lord is as powerful today as he was in the first century; and so, he 

can perform signs today. 

But the question is not one of God’s power; it is a matter of his will. Does he will to perform 

miracles today? He does not will to create men directly from the dust of the earth. He does not 

will to feed us with manna from heaven, etc., though he is powerful enough to do such feats. The 

“he-has-the-power” quibble proves nothing. 

The scholarly T.H. Horne presented a remarkable summary statement of this matter that is 

worthy of consideration. 

Why are not miracles now wrought?—we remark that, the design of miracles being to confirm 

and authorize the Christian religion, there is no longer any occasion for them, now that it is 

established in the world, and is daily extending its triumphs in the heathen lands by the divine 

blessing of the preached gospel. Besides, if they were continued, they would be of no use, 

because their force and influence would be lost by the frequency of them; for, miracles being a 

sensible suspension or controlment of—or deviation from—the established course or laws of 

nature, if they were repeated on every occasion, all distinctions of natural and supernatural would 

vanish, and we should be at a loss to say, which were the ordinary and which the extraordinary 

works of Providence. 

Moreover, it is probable that, if they were continued, they would be of no use, because those 

persons who refuse to be convinced by the miracles recorded in the New Testament, would not 

be convinced by any new ones: for it is not from want of evidence, but from want of sincerity, 

and out of passion and prejudice, that any man rejects the miracles related in the Scriptures; and 

the same want of sincerity, the same passions and prejudices, would make him resist any proof, 

any miracle whatever.  

Lastly, a perpetual power of working of miracles would in all ages give occasion to continual 

impostures, while it would rescind and reverse all the settled laws and constitutions of 
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Providence. Frequent miracles would be taught to proceed more from some defect in nature than 

from the particular interposition of the Deity; and men would become atheists by means of them, 

rather than Christians (1841, 117). 

What about Modern “Miracles”? 

How does one deal with the alleged “miracles” of this modern age? In the first place, we really 

are not obligated to defend as divine a modern event simply because it may have certain 

elements that are difficult to explain. There are many illusions that modern magicians perform 

which the average person cannot explain; but they do have natural explanations. They are not 

miracles. 

That aside, there are several possible bases for so-called modern miracles. As an example, let us 

focus upon alleged faith healings. 

Some instances of faith healings are pure fakery. Consider the case of Peter Popoff, miracle-

working cleric of Upland, California. Popoff, who claimed the supernatural ability to provide 

secret information about people in his audiences (in conjunction with “healing” them), was 

receiving such data through a tiny hearing aid, the messages being transmitted by his wife from 

backstage. 

Prominent magician James Randi exposed the entire affair on nationwide television (1987, 139-

181). Randi also demonstrated that Popoff was providing rented wheelchairs for people who 

could actually walk; then, at his services, he was pronouncing them healed. 

Some “miracle cures” are claimed by people who honestly believe that God has healed them. 

The fact is, however, they had nothing organically wrong with them. Their ailment was 

psychosomatic. This means that though some bodily feature was actually affected, the real root 

of the problem was mental or emotional; hence, by suggestion a cure might be effected. 

It has been estimated that some fifty-five percent (or more) of the patients applying for medical 

treatment in the United States suffer from psychosomatic illnesses. In fact, Dr. William S. Sadler 

has written: 

It is generally believed by experienced physicians that at least two-thirds of the ordinary cases of 

sickness which doctors are called upon to treat would, if left entirely alone, recover without the 

aid of the doctor or his medicine (1929, 15). 

Taking advantage of this type of sickness, the faith-healer, in an atmosphere of hysteria and 

feverish emotionalism, produces some phenomenal “cures.” But there is nothing miraculous 

about such cases. 
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Since the Scriptures clearly teach that the purpose of miracles, as evidenced in biblical days, was 

to confirm the message proclaimed, hence, to validate the Christian system, do the multiple 

alleged examples of miracle-workings indicate that the Lord has authenticated all of these 

woefully contradictory systems? Think of the implications of that—especially in light of Paul’s 

affirmation that God is not the author of confusion (1 Corinthians 14:33). 

There is abundant evidence that genuine miracles were performed by divinely appointed persons 

in the first century, but there is no proof whatever that such wonders are being replicated in this 

modern age. 

The Holy Communion 

The Holy Communion, known also as the Lord’s Supper, represents the greatest expression of 

God’s love for His people. 

Two items are used in the Holy Communion—the bread which represents Jesus’ body that was 

scourged and broken before and during His crucifixion, and the cup which represents His shed 

blood. 

When Jesus walked on earth, He was vibrant, and His body was full of life and health. He was 

never sick. But before Jesus went to the cross, He was badly scourged by the Roman soldiers, 

and His body was torn as He hung on the cross. 

At the cross, God also took all our sicknesses and diseases and put them on Jesus’ originally 

perfect and healthy body, so that we can walk in divine health. That is why the Bible says by His 

stripes, we are healed (Isaiah 53:5, 1 Peter 2:24). 

In Luke 22:20, Jesus tells us that the cup is the “new covenant in My blood”, and the apostle 

Paul tells us that the blood of Jesus brings forgiveness of sins (Colossians 1:14, Ephesians 1:7). 

 

Why Do Believers Partake Of The Holy Communion? 

Besides being born again in Christ, a healthy body and mind are the greatest blessings anyone 

can have. And the Holy Communion is God’s ordained channel of healing and wholeness. 

On the night that He was betrayed, Jesus ate His last supper with His disciples. And knowing 

what He would accomplish through His sacrifice, He instituted the Holy Communion (Luke 

22:19–20, 1 Corinthians 11:24–25). 
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His loving instruction is that we are to remember Him as we partake of the Holy Communion. 

Jesus wanted us conscious of how His body was broken for our wholeness, and His blood was 

shed for the forgiveness of our sins. And whenever we partake in this consciousness, we 

“proclaim the Lord’s death till He comes” (1 Corinthians 11:26). 

Today, when we partake of the bread, we are declaring that Jesus’ health and divine life flows in 

our mortal bodies. And when we partake of the cup, we are declaring that we are forgiven and 

have been made righteous. Jesus’ blood gives us right standing before God, and we can go boldly 

into God’s presence (Hebrews 4:16). When we pray, we can be sure that God hears us! 

How Do I Partake Of The Holy Communion? 

Before you partake, remember that the Holy Communion is not a ritual to be observed, but a 

blessing to be received. 

Because it is not a ritual, there is no prescribed bread or special drink required. In the Last 

Supper, Jesus used whatever He had at the table—bread commonly eaten at supper, and 

whatever they were drinking. 

To partake, first, hold the bread in your hand and say: 

Thank You, Father, for the gift of Your Son. By the stripes that fell on His back, my body is 

healed from the crown of my head to the very soles of my feet. Every cell, every organ, every 

function of my body is healed, restored, and renewed. In Jesus’ name, I believe and I receive. 

[Eat the bread.] 

Next, take the cup in your hand and say: 

Lord Jesus, thank You for Your precious blood. Your sin-free, disease-free, poverty-free life is in 

Your blood. And Your shed blood has removed every sin from my life. Through Your blood, I am 

forgiven of all my sins—past, present and future—and made completely righteous. Today, I 

celebrate and partake of the inheritance of the righteous, which is preservation, healing, 

wholeness and provision. Thank You Lord Jesus, for loving me. Amen. [Drink the wine.] 

Bondage and sin 

The Bible speaks of sin’s hold on people. Sin holds its captives-human beings-in its grip until 

they can be delivered by God through Christ. 

Paul described sin’s hold on the human mind and heart as a kind of slavery: “For you did not 

receive the spirit of bondage again to fear…” (Romans 8:15). The Christians Paul addressed 

were once captive to a spirit of bondage that caused them to live in doubt and fear. 
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Then Paul foretold events that are guaranteed to happen, in time, and will affect all humanity. 

The creation itself, he said, “also will be delivered from bondage of corruption…” (Romans 

8:21). This is the condition of humanity today, under the bondage of corrupting sin. But Jesus 

Christ will release everyone from this bondage at His return, when He incarcerates Satan 

(Revelation 20:1-3). 

To the Galatians, Paul explained that “we, when we were children, were in bondage under the 

elements of the world” (Galatians 4:3). Here Paul linked a childish perspective to the 

rudimentary and captivating traditions of the world, which, as we mature and gain wisdom, we 

are able to leave as we abandon our former worldly outlook. 

Returning to captivity 

Paul then chided the Galatians: “How is it that you turn again to the weak and beggarly elements, 

to which you desire again to be in bondage?” (Galatians 4:9). Paul spoke plainly. He told his 

friends not to turn back to the disreputable ways of the world, warning them that they would then 

think and act as they had before they knew God’s truth, as destitute, cringing beggars. 

The point is clear. Before God freed us to follow Christ, we were in bondage to sin, just as Israel 

had been to the Egyptians. 

Israel’s enslavement was physical and ended in physical death. Our captivity to sin can end in a 

far worse fate, an everlasting death, with no hope of any future. Spiritual slavery brings an 

infinitely more negative effect. 

Responsibility to avoid sin 

Paul explained our responsibility to avoid sin, which reflects our part of God’s conditional 

covenant with us: We must do all we can to remain free from our former sinful habits. 

“Therefore,” Paul clearly stated, “do not let sin reign in your mortal body, that you should obey it 

in its lusts. And do not present your members as instruments of unrighteousness to sin” (Romans 

6:12-13). 

Then the apostle warned the disciples who were already freed from sin through Christ by asking 

them: “Do you not know that to whom you present yourselves slaves to obey, you are that one’s 

slaves whom you obey, whether of sin leading to death, or of obedience leading to 

righteousness?” (Romans 6:16). 

Even though God the Father releases us from sin through Christ’s sacrifice, His plan to keep us 

free from sin requires our constant, vigilant efforts to remain free. We are expected to avoid sin 

and the temptation that can lead to wrongdoing (James 1:14-15). 
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Paul equated our daily resistance to sin to a life-and-death struggle. First he stated the ultimate 

result of continuing, habitual, unrepented-of sin: “What fruit did you have then in the things of 

which you are now ashamed? For the end of those things is [eternal] death” (Romans 6:21). 

Later he warned, “For if you live according to the flesh you will die; but if by the Spirit you put 

to death the deeds of the body, you will live” (Romans 8:13). Only by God’s Spirit and with 

Christ’s help can we terminate those old sinful habits so firmly ingrained in our minds 

and hearts. 

Paul doesn’t forget that Christ freed us from eternal death through His perfect sacrifice. 

“Likewise you also, reckon yourselves to be dead indeed to sin” (Romans 6:11). But with that 

thought in mind, notice that we are reminded to continue to act on that gift: “Therefore do not let 

sin reign in your mortal body, that you should obey it in its lusts” (Romans 6:12). 

Clearly, we have a direct hand in keeping ourselves free from the bondage of sin. We are told to 

turn from “sin which so easily ensnares us” (Hebrews 12:1), because, if we don’t, then our sins 

will work in our lives as yeast or leaven does in bread dough: It will eventually take us over and 

again hold us in bondage. This is another lesson of the Feast of Unleavened Bread. 

Two kinds of bread 

Jesus used an everyday food, bread, to teach us important spiritual lessons. Bread smells good, 

tastes great and can sustain life. But we need more than bread. Jesus said, “Man shall not live by 

bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God” (Matthew 4:4). He 

compared God’s Word to spiritual bread and nourishment, which we also need to sustain us and 

give us spiritual life. 

The bread we most often eat is leavened. Years ago, when I helped my mother bake bread, the 

one ingredient we invariably used was yeast. Today virtually everyone knows that yeast makes 

bread dough rise. Certainly the people in Christ’s day understood that unusual property of the 

leavening ingredient, yeast. 

Little wonder, then, that Jesus likened leaven in bread dough to the fermenting or corrupting 

process of sin. His listeners could identify with yeast as a leavening agent; they knew it would 

spread to puff up bread dough. 

Lesson from leavening 

Jesus said: “ ‘Take heed and beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and the Sadducees.’ And they 

reasoned among themselves, saying, ‘It is because we have taken no bread.’” (Matthew 16:6-7). 

Jesus’ followers failed to realize that Jesus wasn’t talking about physical bread, but the 

unacknowledged sins-pride, arrogance and false doctrines-of the Pharisees and Sadducees. 
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“Then they understood that He did not tell them to beware of the leaven of bread, but of the 

doctrine of the Pharisees and Sadducees” (Matthew 16:12). Jesus used physical leaven to teach a 

spiritual lesson: how to avoid certain kinds of sin. 

The apostle Paul carried this lesson further. He told members of the Corinthian church that they 

were “puffed up” (1 Corinthians 5:2). “Your glorying is not good,” he wrote them. “Do you not 

know that a little leaven leavens the whole lump? Therefore purge out the old leaven, that you 

may be a new lump, since you truly are unleavened” (1 Corinthians 5:6-7). 

Paul used the analogy of leaven’s effect on dough to illustrate the effect of sin within a 

congregation of God’s Church. One Corinthian member was involved in a sinful relationship (1 

Corinthians 5:1). The others had grown tolerant of this sin, much to Paul’s dismay. He 

commanded them to remove the sinner (1 Corinthians 5:3-7) so that unrighteousness would not 

spread to affect other members, who were to become “a new lump” of dough-unleavened and 

free of sin. 

The sin-free state that Paul referred to is made possible because “Christ, our Passover, was 

sacrificed for us,” Paul explained (1 Corinthians 5:7). That sacrifice cleanses the Christian and 

removes his sin (1 John 1:7). 

Understanding the spiritual 

Continuing in 1 Corinthians, Paul then encouraged the Corinthians to keep the Feast of 

Unleavened Bread with a better understanding of its spiritual intent. “Let us keep the feast, not 

with old leaven, nor with the leaven of malice and wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of 

sincerity and truth” (1 Corinthians 5:8). 

He showed the Corinthians the lesson they should have learned from these feast days in the 

spring: the need to remove their old, habitual sins, as well as sins of malice (evil intent) and 

wickedness (evil behavior), and to observe the feast with the spiritually unleavened bread of 

sincerity (pure motives) and truth (right knowledge and understanding). 

Paul used leavened and unleavened bread to demonstrate two diametric opposites: sin and 

righteousness, evil and holiness. Symbolically, the Feast of Unleavened Bread demonstrates 

these eternal truths to New Testament Christians. 

God’s holiness in us 

Unleavened bread pictures the holiness of God, which must reign in the lives of Christ’s 

disciples. The apostle Peter admonishes us: “Be holy, for I am holy” (1 Peter 1:16). God 

demands holiness from the sinners and the repentant. 
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We can see what God wants us to be like by reading about Christ’s sinless life while He was 

alive in the flesh and when He was accepted by His Father as the resurrected Son of God. We see 

however, that when God resurrected Jesus from the dead, Jesus instructed His disciples not to 

touch Him before He ascended and was accepted by the Father (John 20:17). 

We see what God wants in us when we read that the apostle Paul revealed that we are accepted 

by the Father only through our holy Savior and High Priest, Jesus Christ (Colossians 3:4). 

Finally, we read that the Father doesn’t bring heavenly Jerusalem to earth until all human beings 

are resurrected to spirit (compare 1 Corinthians 15:24-28 and Revelation 21:1-4; Revelation 

21:24-27). 

Holiness through Jesus Christ 

The Scriptures are clear: God demands holiness. However, we couldn’t make ourselves righteous 

or holy through our own efforts, even if we could live a thousand lifetimes. The Word of God 

shows us that we are made holy and righteous through the death of Jesus and His living in us, as 

well as through His ministering to us as our High Priest (Colossians 3:3-4; Galatians 2:20; 

Hebrews 2:17-18). 

Paul explains how this transformation is accomplished: “For if when we were enemies we were 

reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be 

saved by His life” (Romans 5:10). Jesus Christ’s life is holy, and we are accepted as holy 

through His life. 

Unleavened bread also represents the life-giving and life-sustaining power of Jesus Christ. “I am 

the bread of life,” He said (John 6:48). 

Jesus imparts and sustains life in many ways: through His Passover sacrifice for the sins of all 

humanity; by reliving His life in His followers; with His intercession on our behalf as the ever 

living Christ; and as the personification of God’s written expression to mankind. The Feast of 

Unleavened Bread represents all these aspects of Christ’s life and work on our behalf. 

The world is in bondage to Satan, the god of this world (2 Corinthians 4:4, King James Version), 

and to sin (Ephesians 2:1-3; Romans 6:17-20). Satan and sin once held us captive, but now we 

have been delivered from this captivity. 

God released Israel from the bondage of Egypt. God through Christ has released His begotten 

sons and daughters from slavery under Satan, just as God freed the Israelites from slavery under 

Pharaoh. Israel was freed from Egyptian domination, just as Christians are freed from 

domination by the world. As the Israelites were loosed from serving their Egyptian taskmasters, 

so are we loosed from the deeply ingrained sins that held us captive and ruled us. 
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The last thought reminds us of Paul’s imagery in Galatians 4:9, which pictures people in bondage 

to sin as weak, impoverished beggars. We need to thank God that He promises to rescue and 

deliver us and mankind through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

Rejoice in freedom 

Adolf Eichmann and the Nazi concentration camps of World War II help to bring this horrible 

context closer to home. In 1945 the Allied armies finally freed the camp inmates from their 

terrible bondage and horrendous sufferings. Those who remained alive in the final days of the 

war rejoiced at being free from their captors. 

New Testament Christians can rejoice in a similar way. We, too, have been set free from 

captivity, from our merciless and relentless former taskmasters, no longer to serve Satan and sin. 

The Feast of Unleavened Bread represents complete freedom from sin and also allows us the 

privilege to worship our unleavened, pure, perfect, Holy Father and His holy Son, Jesus Christ. It 

depicts for the New Testament Christian a time of fleeing from sin while actively seeking God. 

That is why Christians are told to “keep the feast, not with old leaven, nor with the leaven of 

malice and wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth” (1 Corinthians 

5:8).  

Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved (Romans 10:12) 

Notice that this promise is for ‘everyone’.  Since he rose from the dead Jesus is alive even now 

and he is ‘Lord’.  So if you call on him he will hear and give his gift to you.  You call out to him 

and ask him – by having a conversation with him.  Perhaps you have never done this.  Below is a 

prayer that can guide you. It is not a magic chant.  It is not the specific words that give power.  It 

is the trust like Abraham had that we place in him to give us this gift.  As we trust him He will 

hear us and answer.  The Gospel is powerful, and yet also so simple.  Feel free to follow this 

guide if you find it helpful. 

Dear Lord Jesus.  I understand that with my sins I am separated from God.  Though I can try 

hard, no effort and sacrifice on my part will bridge this separation.  But I understand that your 

death was a sacrifice to wash away all my sins.  I believe that you rose from the dead after your 

sacrifice so I know that your sacrifice was sufficient.  I ask you to please cleanse me from my 

sins and bridge me to God so I can have eternal life.  I do not want to live a life enslaved to sin 

so please free me from sin.  Thank you, Lord Jesus, for doing all this for me and would you even 

now continue to guide me in my life so I can follow you as my Lord. Amen 

 


