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Introduction 

The dominion mandate is the command of God to Adam, and thus to all mankind, to take 

dominion over all the earth. It is found in the book of Genesis. 

"Then God said, 'Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; and let them 

rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over the cattle and over all 

the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.' 27 God created man in 

His own image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them. 28 

God blessed them; and God said to them, 'Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth, and 

subdue it; and rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over every 

living thing that moves on the earth,'" (Genesis 1:26-28). 

The command of God was for Adam and his descendants to have dominion over the earth and 

everything in it. The mandate is best summarized in Genesis 1:28, "Be fruitful and multiply, and 

fill the earth, and subdue it; and rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and 

over every living thing that moves on the earth." In order for us to accomplish the command of 

God, several things must be included.  

1. Men and women must work together and have children who are then trained in a godly, 

Christian fashion to carry out the dominion mandate. 

2. We must learn how the world operates, which requires expertise in all areas of 

knowledge including engineering, mathematics, physics, aerodynamics, agriculture, etc. 

This way we can better fulfill God's command. Our offspring must then be involved in all 

these areas. 

3. The exercise of dominion must be done with wisdom, as stewards who are carefully and 

reverently acting in responsible ways with what God has entrusted to us in the world. We 

are not to destroy the land, overfish the seas, deplete the soil via farming, etc. 

Noah 

After Noah's flood, the dominion mandate was again given by God. 

"And God blessed Noah and his sons and said to them, 'Be fruitful and multiply, and fill 

the earth. 2 The fear of you and the terror of you will be on every beast of the earth and on 

every bird of the sky; with everything that creeps on the ground, and all the fish of the sea, 

into your hand they are given. 3 Every moving thing that is alive shall be food for you; I 

give all to you, as I gave the green plant,'" (Genesis 9:1). 

It is clear that God desires us to exercise dominion in the world. Since we are made in his image 

(Genesis 1:26) we are to reflect his sovereignty in our dominion and his wisdom in our actions. 

Because all people, Christian and non-Christian alike, are included in Adam (see Federal 

Headship), the dominion mandate is for everyone. However, Christians have abdicated much of 

their responsibility in this area, and so unbelievers are now in control of engineering, education, 

https://carm.org/dictionary-god
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Gen%201.26-28
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Gen%201.28
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Gen%209.1
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Gen%201.26
https://carm.org/federal-headship
https://carm.org/federal-headship
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business, agriculture, etc. The result has been famine, pestilence, large land fires, the creation of 

dust bowls, droughts, extinction of species, and much more. 

Make Disciples of all nations 

One of the manifestations of the dominion mandate is to make disciples of all nations. Jesus told 

us in Matthew 28:19-20, "Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in 

the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I 

commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” 

So, we're not only supposed to take dominion over the physical realm, but we are also to express 

a form of dominion over the spiritual one as well when we make disciples of all nations by 

spreading the gospel of Jesus Christ. Ultimately, the dominion mandate is not a moralistic law 

that we're supposed to follow apart from Christ. After all, the Scriptures tell us what to do. 

 "Whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks 

through Him to God the Father," (Colossians 3:17). 

 "Whoever speaks, is to do so as one who is speaking the utterances of God; whoever 

serves is to do so as one who is serving by the strength which God supplies; so that in all 

things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belongs the glory and 

dominion forever and ever. Amen," (1 Peter 4:11). 

What is the Dominion Mandate? 

The dominion mandate is the command that God gave to Adam and all of his descendants—that 

is, to all humanity—to have dominion and rule over all the animals and the land. Let this soak in 

for a moment… the Bible is clear that we have dominion over creation. But let’s take a deeper 

dive and explore: 

 What does this means biblically? 

 How is dominion obtained? 

 How does this relate to the First Nations, the end times, and the land? 

Can you count how many times you have read the creation story in Genesis? Most of us have 

studied and even memorized the order that God created the earth. At the height of the creation 

story, God says this: 

“…Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; let them have dominion over the 

fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over all the earth and over every 

creeping thing that creeps on the earth.”—Genesis 1:26 

God spoke these words before sin entered the garden, yet He already had a plan laid out 

beforehand of redemption for mankind and the land—for all of creation. Not only do we need to 

come into alignment with His order and ways, but the land must also do the same if we want to 

https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Matt%2028.19-20
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Col%203.17
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/1%20Pet%204.11
https://www.curtlandry.com/the-first-nations/
https://www.curtlandry.com/doug-hershey-how-does-prophecy-come-to-pass/
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live abundantly. We have the authority and dominion to operate within this decree, and a call to 

subdue the earth. 

“Then God blessed them, and God said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and 

subdue it; have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over every living 

thing that moves on the earth.’”—Genesis 1:28 

What does “having dominion” mean biblically? 

God creates dominion, and He allows us to be a part of it. Though man often falls short of proper 

dominion and authority, God does not. 

God has full control and authority, and we must not forget that He dwells within 

us. Even though we have confines because of our sin nature, we still have access 

to God’s dominion. 

To operate within this mandate there must be an awareness of who He is and who He created us 

to be. Let’s look at some verses that speak to this awareness: 

 “What is man that You are mindful of him, and the son of man that You visit him? For 

You have made him a little lower than the angels, and You have crowned him with glory 

and honor. You have made him to have dominion over the works of Your hands; You have 

put all things under his feet.”—Psalm 8:4-6 

The writer of Hebrews quotes the above verse before further explaining the point. 

 “…For in that He put all in subjection under him, He left nothing that isnot put under 

him. But now we do not yet see all things put under him. But we see Jesus, who was made 

a little lower than the angels, for the suffering of death crowned with glory and honor, 

that He, by the grace of God, might taste death for everyone.”—Hebrews 2:8-9 

Because of Jesus’ death and resurrection, God has imparted to us, as Believers, dominion. God 

put all things under subjection to humanity. 

How to obtain dominion… 

To operate in the power of dominion there is an order to follow. The process involves spiritual 

warfare and biblical protocol in the Courts of Heaven. 

Backing up a moment, first we need to understand that the Word of God is unchanging, and 

when He speaks there is a fullness of power that is accomplished. Just as He spoke creation into 

existence, He spoke Words of how to operate in the Courts of Heaven. 

 “The Lord who made heaven and earth bless you from Zion!”—Psalm 134:3 
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 “Many people shall come and say, ‘Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, 

to the house of the God of Jacob; He will teach us His ways, and we shall walk in His 

paths.’ For out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the Lord from 

Jerusalem.”—Isaiah 2:3 

To enter into His courts and to take dominion of the land, God tells us that we are to align with 

Him. He shows us how through the Jewish roots of our Christian faith. 

“Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: ‘May they prosper who love you. Peace be within your walls, 

prosperity within your palaces.’”—Psalm 122:6-7 

God desires for all nations to come together as a three-stranded cord to restore peace within our 

lands, homes, and walls. 

When we turn away from our soulish ways that are contradicting God’s, He 

hears our cries and pours out a restorative rain across His earth. 

“Then the Lord appeared to Solomon by night, and said to him: ‘I have heard your prayer, and 

have chosen this place for Myself as a house of sacrifice. When I shut up heaven, and there is no 

rain, or command the locusts to devour the land, or send pestilence among My people,  if My 

people who are called by My name will humble themselves, and pray and seek My face, and 

turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal 

their land. Now My eyes will be open and My ears attentive to prayer made in this place.’”—2 

Chronicles 7:12-15 (emphasis added) 

God is a God of Process…  

First, we must humble ourselves. Because of the grace of God, we can boldly approach His 

throne. But to be heard, there is a call to understand who He is and who we are. We are nothing 

without Him. 

Secondly, pray, seek His face, and turn from our wicked ways. This step of repentance is 

powerful. Philippians 4:6 says, “…by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your 

requests be made known to God.” 

(Petitioning is making a formal request, by multiple people, to an authority about a case. 

Thus enters the power of the three-stranded cord in the Courts of Heaven… keep reading 

to find out more!) 

Thirdly, then He will hear from Heaven. Some will say God hears all of our prayers. While 

this is true that He does hear our cries for mercy, however, when there is to be alignment 

between nations, lands, and regions, God takes these actions seriously and wants us to do the 

same. 

https://www.curtlandry.com/can-repentance-benefit-my-life/
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Lastly, He will forgive our sin and heal our lands. Even though we are sanctified through the 

blood of Christ, there can still be chaos in the environment and atmosphere surrounding us. To 

take dominion, He calls His people to open the doors of Heaven. 

Therefore, if we want our lands healed, we must have one of His chosen people, a Jew, to enter 

in before us. 

He wants us to understand that when two or three are gathered in His name, greater power is 

about to be exercised. 

Dominion Mandate and the First Nations…  

To have legal power in Courts of Heaven, and for God to heal our land, the natives to the land 

must also be restored to Him. In North America, this is the First Nations people. 

The First Nations and the firstfruit Gentiles are grafted into Israel, not to replace her, but to join 

as One New Man.  

“The steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord, and He delights in his way.”—Psalm 37:23 

God orders the steps in this way: Jews first, then First Nations, followed by Gentiles, then enter 

the courts. This order opens the gates to the land and the surrounding region that leads to 

restoration. 

Over time, God is working in the hearts of His people, the First Nations, and Gentiles to come 

together and take dominion over the earth. His desire for all of humanity to come together has 

not changed. We are to come before Him and rejoice in His power and to be in awe of the fact 

He has imparted it to us. 

As we draw closer to the Impacting Fires Gathering event in Lawton, Oklahoma June 22-24, we 

will dig deeper into the First Nations’, along with United States’ role in the end-times. It is an 

exciting time to be a part of God’s movement among the nations! 

“Now I plead with you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all speak the 

same thing, and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be perfectly joined together in 

the same mind and in the same judgment.”—1 Corinthians 1:10 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.curtlandry.com/one-new-man/
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TAKING THE GOSPEL OF YESHUA HAMASHIACH 

(JESUS THE MESSIAH) INTO ALL THE NATIONS! 

The One New Man Network acts as a voice to the Nations, walking out the instructions of Mark 

16:15, “…Go into all the world and preach and publish openly the good news (the Gospel) to 

every creature.” With the vision to preach and to publish openly the good news, The One New 

Man Network brings a message of salvation that can be heard throughout the Nations of the 

World! 

MISSION, VISION & PURPOSE: 

The mission of The One New Man Network is to be a bridge of unity and restoration between 

Israel and the Church, releasing God’s fullness throughout the earth. Our vision is to bring 

revival to Israel, the Church, and the nations through a deeper understanding and revelation of 

the power of covenant. Our purpose is to facilitate covenant restoration through the 

reconciliation of Jews and Gentiles coming together as the One New Man. 

OUR CORE VALUES: 

Honor– We believe that honor is a force and we treat each person with a level of 

value and respect that allows us to take the role of a servant in the relationship. 

Truth– We believe that God’s truth has the power to set people free, and we do 

everything in our power to remain faithful to His truth, in thought, in word, and 

in deed. 

Integrity– We adhere to biblically based moral and ethical principles, and 

maintain these principles both in public and in private. 

Statement of Faith 

What We Believe… 

We believe that the Bible and all the scriptures within both Old and New Testaments are the 

infallible and inspired Word of God. 

We believe that there is one God, our creator, manifested into three persons – God the Father, 

Jesus the Son, our Savior and the Holy Spirit, the very Spirit of God, who provides spiritual 

power for daily living and Godly service. 

 

https://www.curtlandry.com/curt-landry-ministries/
https://www.curtlandry.com/curt-landry-ministries/
https://www.curtlandry.com/curt-landry-ministries/
https://www.curtlandry.com/curt-landry-ministries/
https://www.curtlandry.com/curt-landry-ministries/
https://www.curtlandry.com/curt-landry-ministries/
https://www.curtlandry.com/curt-landry-ministries/
https://www.curtlandry.com/curt-landry-ministries/
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What It Means to Advance God’s Kingdom 

Before Jesus died and rose again, everyone, including Jesus’s disciples, was confused about 

Jesus’s purpose. Was Jesus on earth to start a military campaign? That would be easier that dying 

on a cross but not a final solution to the problem of sin. No, the kingdom Jesus talked about is a 

spiritual kingdom. 

Your desire for God’s kingdom is important. “Thy kingdom come; they will be done.” 

Jesus first waged war in the spiritual realm. He disarmed sin once and for all. Jesus advanced 

God’s kingdom and he left us a recipe for how to continue in His absence. Permit me to 

paraphrase the Lord’s prayer (Matthew 6:9–13): 

1. Father God is perfect. 

2. He wants to advance His kingdom on earth. 

3. He meets all our needs when we can humbly receive them. 

4. He meets our physical, emotional, and kingdom desires. 

To advance God’s kingdom means to expand the reign of God like yeast spreads through dough 

and causes it to rise (Matthew 13:33, parable explanation). Yeast enters the dough and slowly 

transforms it. When righteousness, peace, and joy increase, the kingdom of God is advancing 

(Romans 14:17). The most direct and practical way to advance God’s kingdom is to fulfill the 

great commission. The great commission is as simple as you knowing God and helping others to 

know Him, too. 

Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 

the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. 

—Matthew 28:19–20a 

Just remember: to make a disciple, you first have to be a growing disciple. Being a disciple 

means you have experience being aware of your needs and receiving from God and others. You 

accept the help of God’s Holy Spirit who is present in the life of every believer. 

And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with you forever, even the 

Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You 

know him, for he dwells with you and will be in you. 

—John 14:16–17 

 

 

https://www.gotquestions.org/parable-leaven.html
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ADVANCING THE KINGDOM OF GOD  

Summary: The notes below show four things. First, they show WHAT the Kingdom of 

God/Heaven is in scripture.  Once you understand the meaning of it, the scriptures will make 

more sense.  Second, it shows that Jesus’ mission was to train the disciples who would train 

disciples in walking out the Kingdom of God on Earth. Third, it backs this up to show that the 

full Gospel is not displayed without the supernatural presence and manifestation of God. Finally, 

it summarizes by showing in broad terms this truth by asking five questions about Jesus’s and the 

Apostle’s ministry.  Many additional notes are in this teaching so that the reader will have a 

greater background. 

 PART I:  Kingdom of God/Heaven – What is it? 

 Bill’s working definition: “It is the rule and authority of God, which is made up of 

righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit.” This definition comes from the application 

where the Kingdom of God is mentioned and Romans 14:17 which says, “For the kingdom of 

God is not a matter of eating and drinking but of righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy 

Spirit.” 

 Here’s how the KINGDOM was restored:  It was restored by Jesus (the second Adam) who won 

back the “Kingdom of Heaven” on Earth that Adam surrendered to Satan.  Adam was to rule and 

reign and advance God’s righteousness, peace, and joy. However, he and Eve surrendered his 

authority to the enemy (Satan mentions this in Lk 4:5-7 to Jesus).  Jesus, however, as 100% 

human (yet 100% God) won back the rule and reign on Earth (See: Mt 20:18-20 where He says 

all authority was given).  Jesus then gave the authority to the church through Peter as a 

representative (Mt 16:19).  The Kingdom not being a place, but a rule of law, explains: 

 the parables and how they are to be perceived; 

 This also explains why Jesus gave the “Kingdom of God” to the Gentiles (See Mt 21:43). 

 Why we can know the “secrets of the Kingdom” (His authority and rule); 

 Mark 9:1 = “there are some standing here who will not taste death until they see the 

Kingdom of God after it has come with power” 

 “Good news of the Kingdom” (Lk 4:43) is the victorious news of God’s rule! 

 “by the finger of God that I cast out demons, then the Kingdom of God has come upon 

you.” (Lk 11:20) – show’s God’s power and authority over the demonic as the KoG 

 Luke 17:20, “The Kingdom of God is not coming in ways that can be observed, nor wil 

they say, ‘Look, here it is!’ or ‘There!’ for behold, the kingdom of God is in the midst of 

you.” 

 Luke 18:24 – difficulty of those to enter the Kingdom… “God’s rule and authority, 

righteousness, peace, and joy” 

 ROMANS 14:17, “For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking 

but of righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.” 

 1Corinthians 4:20, “For the kingdom of God does not consist in talk but in power.” 

 1Cor 15:50, “flesh and blood cannot inherit the Kingdom of God” – SPIRIT DOES 
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 Rev 12:10, “And I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, “Now the salvation and the 

power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ have come, for 

the accuser of our brothers has been thrown down, who accuses them day and night 

before our God.” 
 Mt 16:19, Peter as rep. is told “I will give you the keys to the Kingdom of Heaven and 

whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth 

shall be loosed in heaven.” Notice, the work is done on earth, but there is agreeance in 

heaven on what is being done!  Peter is the rep of the church, so the church has been 

given the KEYS to the KINGDOM. 

 PART II: Jesus’ whole mission seemed to be focused on the KINGDOM, which manifested 

in miracles, signs, and wonders: 

 First, the introduction to Jesus was to say the KINGDOM was at hand… (The rule & authority 

in righteousness, peace, and joy through the Holy Spirit). 

 John’s first words: Matt 3:2, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” Mark 1:15, 

“The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe the gospel.” 

 Jesus’ first word: Matt 4:17, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 

Second, Matthew organized the first of his book to show the kingdom in action and that Jesus 

wished to give the kingdom to the disciples.  He later sent out 72 other (representing the church) 

to walk out the Kingdom.  NOTE: Jesus healed the sick, cleansed lepers, raised the dead, cast out 

demons in Chapter 8 &9, in Chapter 10 He tells the disciples to do just what the saw!  WE ARE 

TO IMITATE JESUS’ work. Paul said, “Imitate me as I imitate Christ.”  So, He sent them out… 

if He meant just “preaching” then why did he commission them to do miracles?  Good news: 

they came back victorious in Jesus’ name! 

 MATTHEW’s organization shows two things: Jesus came to introduce the Kingdom of 

God on earth, and the disciples are to continue spreading the Kingdom.  

o Mt 4:17 – first words about Kingdom 

o Mt 5-7; instructions on the heart and actions of Kingdom people 

o Mt 8-9; Jesus displaying the Kingdom in action;  

 Heals leprosy; heals Centurion’s worker; casts out demons; heals 

paralytic; raises a woman’s daughter from the dead; heals blind men; heals 

dumb and deafness. 

o Mt 9:36-38 – Jesus is moved that there are so many to reach with the “message of 

victory (meaning of “gospel”)” that He said to pray for more to be sent out… the 

very next thing Jesus commissions His disciples and sends them out to do the very 

same miracles. 

o Mt 10:1, 5-8. – Instructions to the disciples to preach/display the kingdom.  

 Mt 10:1, “And he called to him his twelve disciples and gave them 

authority over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal every disease 

and every affliction.” 

 Mt 10:5-8, “These twelve Jesus sent out, instructing them, “Go nowhere 

among the Gentiles and enter no town of the Samaritans, but go rather to 
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the lost sheep of the house of Israel. And proclaim as you go, saying, ‘The 

kingdom of heaven is at hand.’ Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse 

lepers, cast out demons. You received without paying; give without pay.” 

 Parallel: Luke 10:9, “Heal the sick in it and say to them, ‘The kingdom of 

God has come near to you.’” 

 PART III: THE CHURCH IS MANDATED TO ADVANCE A KINGDOM!  

Rom 15.  Above we see that we are told to do miracles signs and wonders and this is part (not 

all) of Advancing the Kingdom. Why? Because miracles restore God’s rule and reign, His 

righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit!  In Romans we see Paul concluding that the 

Gospel is not completed by just speaking, but rather we must allow God to manifest and show 

His presence. WARNING: Many churches do not teach this.  I know they are missing this part of 

the complete Gospel.  That is why many call themselves “full Gospel.”  However, we have to 

realize (as one wise woman told our church), “they are not wrong, they just don’t have all of 

what is right.” 

 Background to why some translations are not exact:  The reformation came in the 1500’s and 

many rejected the Catholic church.  The Catholic church claimed they had the truth because they 

had “miracles” which proved their doctrine.  The protestors (protestants) had no real answer and 

taught that miracles were only to attest the doctrines taught by the Apostles and that miracles 

ceased after they died out.  So they do not accept all the gifts of the Spirit or miraculous things 

working through mere men.  B.B. Warfield, in the early 1900’s wrote much of the defense for 

cessationists.  His works are cited today as authoritative. However, most of Warfield’s teaching 

was character driven, not scripture driven and is easily refuted (as seen above).  In the early 

1900’s some began to write and teach about miracles, signs, and wonders which extended from 

revivals and what they saw.  

Unfortunately, many of these writings were not well grounded in great theology.  Thus, they 

were rejected by mainstream denominations.  The ways these signs and wonders were sought 

after and administered were often misapplied and against sound scripture.  While many hearts 

were wanting “more,” they had not solid theological understanding.  Thus, for decades many 

charismatic churches were taught wrongly from scripture.  The great news is that today there is 

sound biblical and theological teaching regarding these things. There have been many amazing 

studies (even scientific) put together that clearly prove the truth of the charismatic beliefs in 

miracles, signs, and wonders for today. (Pastor: willing to help others find these to learn more.  If 

so, call me.) 

 Unfortunately, because the protestants rejected the miraculous when they translated the Bible 

from the original Greek and Hebrew they unconsciously (or maybe consciously, but I do not 

wish to judge), translated some passages that would lean more into their doctrinal beliefs rather 

than translated it in English exactly what it says.  Romans 15:18-19, is one of the key verses that 

is often mistranslated. The error comes via the emphasis.  Protestants emphasize that the church 

today does not need miracles because we have the Word of God.  Accordingly, the miracles were 

for the Apostles to prove their words so others would accept the written books of the New 

Testament.  In Romans 15:18-19, they place emphasis on PAUL doing the miracles so the 
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Gentiles will accept the Word.  Unfortunately, this is wrongly emphasized. The English Standard 

version provides the most accurate translation of the text as it was emphasized in original 

Greek.  This shows that Paul’s words and deeds, miracles, and power of the Spirit were all 

necessary to FULFILL the ministry. 

 Rom 15:18 – some translations minimize the impact of what Paul was saying because they start 

with a bent against the supernatural.  Thus, the Greek translation is emphasized differently.  Paul 

said he accomplished the obedience of the Gentiles. “Obedience” has its Greek root in akouw 

which means to hear so he is saying that they “heard and obeyed”.  True faith is by hearing and 

obeying.  This is important because some translations add “word and deed” and make it read to 

go to the Gentiles. Paul already noted that by using the word “obedience”.   So Paul won their 

obedience by three things: 

 Word and deed = what we say (doctrine) about Christ and how we walk out (obedience) 

what we say; 

1. Power of signs and wonders = charismata; God’s grace with power; 

2. Power of the Spirit of God = Spirit moving in and with us in what we do. 

 First, some translations make it sound like the Gentiles were coming via only Word and 

Deed.  The Word and Deed is via PAUL, an Apostle.  The reason they do this, is because they 

feel it fits directly with the Cessationist doctrine (that miraculous gifts of Spirit ceased at the 

close of the writing of scripture), which says that miracle signs and wonders are strictly for the 

Apostles to prove their doctrine.  By translating the “word and deed” toward the Gentiles it 

allows for “signs and wonders and power of the Spirit of God” to be emphasized for Paul. This 

makes it easier for them to emphasize “preaching” in verse 19, which also is a 

mistranslation.  The result is that Paul and Apostle had signs and wonders but we can now 

preach. 

 Second, there is an added emphasis on “preaching” that is not in the original Greek in verse 

19.  The actual Greek word is εὐαγγέλιον which is where we get Gospel. This means “message 

of victory.”  However, it does not say “preaching the Gospel.”  Nowhere in the Greek is there a 

verb meaning “preaching” or “proclaiming.”  Gospel is a noun.  The verb that applies to Gospel 

is πληρόω which means “to fulfill” or “to complete.”  It is past tense in Greek.  Thus, the real 

statement Paul made was “I have fulfilled the message of victory.”  What is the victory?   

The victory is that the Kingdom of God has arrived (Lk 4:18, Jesus says what He will do).  So if 

we are to “fulfill” that message then we should walk out the Kingdom power which affirms the 

message of victory – namely, the Gospel! So, the fulfillment of the Gospel message is 

accomplished through a person who: preaches the Word, lives the word out before the people, 

who walks in signs and wonders, and walks in the power of the Holy Spirit.  This is how Paul 

won the Gentiles to obedience and this is how we should win others today to 

obedience.  Remember, Paul was dealing with pagan worshippers.   

Many of them came to Christ because they witnessed the power and love of Jesus on display 

through him and the church.  Today, we deal with the same problem. There are many “so-called 
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gods” but there is only One God.  When He displays His wonders the people realize that God is 

present and He is real!  We must walk in the fullness of Christ’s glory while on Earth. Here’s a 

breakdown of the verses: 

For I will not venture to speak of anything except what Christ has accomplished through me to 

bring the Gentiles to obedience—by word and deed,  19 by the power of signs and wonders, by 

the power of the Spirit of God—so that from Jerusalem and all the way around to Illyricum I 

have fulfilled the ministry of the gospel of Christ; [Notice the separation of “word and deed” 

along with others; also notice “fulfilled the ministry” rather than “preached”] 

 KJV – For I will not dare to speak of any of those things which Christ hath not wrought by me, 

to make the Gentiles obedient, by word and deed,  19 Through mighty signs and wonders, by the 

power of the Spirit of God; so that from Jerusalem, and round about unto Illyricum, I have fully 

preached the gospel of Christ.  [Notice the start of new sentence to separate word and deed; and 

“fully preached” rather than ministry or evangelized] 

 NKJV – For I will not dare to speak of any of those things which Christ has not accomplished 

through me, in word and deed, to make the Gentiles obedient—  19 in mighty signs and wonders, 

by the power of the Spirit of God, so that from Jerusalem and round about to Illyricum I have 

fully preached the gospel of Christ.  [Notice the start of emphasis after word and deed; and 

“fully preached” rather than ministry or evangelized] 

 NASB – For I will not presume to speak of anything except what Christ has accomplished 

through me, resulting in the obedience of the Gentiles by word and deed,  19 in the power of 

signs and wonders, in the power of the Spirit; so that from Jerusalem and round about as far as 

Illyricum I have fully preached the gospel of Christ.  [Notice “in the obedience… by word and 

deed which emphasizes Gentiles, not Paul; also  of new sentence to separate word and deed; and 

“fully preached” rather than ministry or evangelized] 

 NIV – I will not venture to speak of anything except what Christ has accomplished through me 

in leading the Gentiles to obey God by what I have said and done—  19 by the power of signs 

and miracles, through the power of the Spirit. So from Jerusalem all the way around to Illyricum, 

I have fully proclaimed the gospel of Christ. [Notice how it puts emphasis on Paul’s words and 

deeds, but separates miracles, signs, wonders; also note the emphasis on preaching, not 

ministry] 

 Greek in verse 19: 

 “fulfilled” It is to complete, to fulfill, etc. 

 Gospel  - Means the “message of victory”. The “good news” of Jesus Christ. 

 Paul is not saying he “fully preached” the “message of victory” of Christ, literally Paul is 

saying “I have fulfilled the message of victory of Christ.” This implies not only a 

message, but that the message was proven by its deeds. 
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The implication: Words alone do not present Christ in fullness because it does not prove God’s 

victorious message that Jesus conquered the devil (1John 3:8b, “the reason the son of God 

appeared was to destroy the works of the devil” = victory!).  That is why Paul said the Kingdom 

of God was not with just words, but with power!  Thus, the works are important to prove the 

presence of God and His love toward mankind.  God has been using miracles like this since the 

beginning of time! 

 Moses – bush, exodus, water, mannah, doves, clothes; 

 Joshua – sun remaining, walls falling, etc. 

 Gideon – miraculous battles 

 Elijah – prophets of Baal, oil for widow, etc. 

 Elisha – axe head, showing armies of the Lord, etc 

 Jonah – saved and spit out by whale 

 Daniel – 3 friends saved in fire; saved in Lion’s den; prophetic words; 

 David – Goliath, battles, etc. 

 Prophets – Isaiah, Jeremiah, etc. 

 GOD uses miracles to destroy the works of the devil and to show He is present.  His miracles 

display His love, especially for His children and future children. 

 PART IV:  How do we know this is all true?  In summary, how does the entire New 

Testament affirm the Kingdom and the truth that every individual is to walk in the power of the 

Holy Spirit?  Five questions we can ask the Bible will affirm this: 

 Five questions to determine what we should be doing: (From Ruthven, WWWPTH) 

 What did Jesus come to do? 

 1John 3:8, “Whoever makes a practice of sinning is of the devil, for the devil has been 

sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the 

works of the devil.” 

 Luke 4:18-19, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to 

proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives and 

recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, to proclaim the 

year the Lord’s favor.” 

2. What did scripture say he did?  

 Acts 10:38, “how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power. 

He went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was 

with him.” 

 Mt 21:14 (blind and lame healed); Mk 1:34 (healed sick, cast out demons); Lk 4:15 

(taught in synogogues); Lk 7:21 (healed sick, cast out demons, healed blind); Lk 9:11 

(spoke to them about the kingdom); Mt 15:30 (mass healings). 
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3. What does Jesus tell His disciples to do? 

 Mk 3:14-15, “And he appointed twelve (whom he also named apostles) so that they 

might be with him and he might send them out to preach 15 and have authority to cast out 

demons.” 

 Mk 6:7, “And he called the twelve and began to send them out two by two, and gave 

them authority over the unclean spirits.” 

 Mt 10:1, 7-8 “And he called to him his twelve disciples and gave them authority over 

unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal every disease and every affliction… And 

proclaim as you go, saying, ‘The kingdom of heaven is at hand.’ 8 Heal the sick, raise the 

dead, cleanse lepers, cast out demons. You received without paying; give without pay.” 

 Luke 10:1, 8-9, 17-20 “After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them on 

ahead of him, two by two, into every town and place where he himself was about to go… 

Whenever you enter a town and they receive you, eat what is set before you. 9 Heal the 

sick in it and say to them, ‘The kingdom of God has come near to you.’.. The seventy-

two returned with joy, saying, “Lord, even the demons are subject to us in your name!” 
18 And he said to them, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. 19 Behold, I have 

given you authority to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the 

enemy, and nothing shall hurt you. 20 Nevertheless, do not rejoice in this, that the spirits 

are subject to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven.”” 

4. What does scripture say the disciples did? READ BOOK OF ACTS!!!!  Healings, 

casting out demons, preached the kingdom, prophesied… the church grew 

exponentially!  They did exactly as Jesus did and in many cases greater supernatural acts! 

5. What is the reader of the New Testament told to do? 

 1Cor 12:31, “earnestly desire the higher gifts” 

 1Cor 14:1, 4-5, “Pursue love, and earnestly desire the spiritual gifts, especially that you 

may prophesy… The one who speaks in a tongue builds up himself, but the one who 

prophesies builds up the church. 5 Now I want you all to speak in tongues, but even more 

to prophesy. The one who prophesies is greater than the one who speaks in tongues, 

unless someone interprets, so that the church may be built up.” 

 2Tim 1:6-7, “For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in 

you through the laying on of my hands, 7 for God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power 

and love and self-control.” 

 1Pet 4:10, “As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of 

God’s varied grace” 

 John 14:12-14, ““Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in me will also do the works 

that I do; and greater works than these will he do, because I am going to the Father. 
13 Whatever you ask in my name, this I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the 

Son. 14 If you ask me anything in my name, I will do it.” 

 John 15:7, “If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it 

will be done for you.” 

 1John 3:21-22, “Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we have confidence before 

God; 22 and whatever we ask we receive from him, because we keep his commandments 

and do what pleases him.” 
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 Matt 10:7-8, “And proclaim as you go, saying, ‘The kingdom of heaven is at hand.’ 
8 Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse lepers, cast out demons. You received without 

paying; give without pay.” 

 Luke 10:19-20, “Behold, I have given you authority to tread on serpents and scorpions, 

and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing shall hurt you. 20 Nevertheless, do not 

rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you, but rejoice that your names are written in 

heaven.” 

 Mark 16:17-18, “And these signs will accompany those who believe: in my name they 

will cast out demons; they will speak in new tongues; 18 they will pick up serpents with 

their hands; and if they drink any deadly poison, it will not hurt them; they will lay their 

hands on the sick, and they will recover.” 

Gospels teach about miracles: Matt 44%, Mark 65%, Luke 29%, John 30%.  The amount one 

talks about a subject, the more important it is! 

Acts teach about the miraculous: 27.2% miracles; 22.5% prophetic = 49.7% supernatural.  The 

church was advancing the KINGDOM and we should also! 

 MAY THE LORD BLESS THE READER AND MAY THEIR FAITH BE STRENGTHENED! 

Amen. 

Exercise Your Authority 

From the beginning of time, God has had good plans for our lives. Satan disrupted God’s original 

plan when he tempted Adam and Eve in the Garden and they listened to him instead of obeying 

God.    

God had given Adam and Eve dominion over everything in the Garden, but when they disobeyed 

Him, they lost their authority and suddenly, Satan had the upper hand!    

The Lord, in His sovereignty, thankfully already had the solution in order to redeem man back to 

Himself—through His son, Jesus Christ.    

I love what Ephesians 1:22 says: And He has put all things under His feet and has appointed 

Him the universal and supreme Head of the church [a headship exercised throughout the 

church] (AMPC).    

It’s so important to know that God is so much greater than Satan, our enemy. Through Jesus 

Christ, we have the authority we need to live victorious lives and put the enemy in his place—

under our feet!    

 

 

https://www.bible.com/bible/8/eph.1.22
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Know Your Enemy 

I don’t like to give Satan too much credit or spend too much time talking about what he’s trying 

to do. However, it is important to know that we have an enemy. It’s important to know his 

strategies so we can defeat him when he tries to trip us up.    

We must never forget that Satan is a thief and a liar (see John 10:10; John 8:44). He wants us to 

believe his lies because that will cause us to be deceived and not to live in truth. He will tell us 

God doesn’t love us or want the best for us.    

From the beginning of time he has sought to divert the good things that are ours, and he will 

continue to do so if we allow him.    

In other words, he will stay on our property if we don’t run him off!    

The Truth Makes a Great Weapon 

The greatest way to recognize and expose the lies of the enemy is to know God’s Word.    

God’s Word is truth, and when we know the truth, it allows us to catch Satan in lies when he tells 

us things like:    

“God will never forgive you—you’ve messed up too many times.”    

“You will never amount to anything, so why even try?”    

“Who do you think you are? God doesn’t love you!”    

When Satan comes at us with his lies, that’s when we need to come back at him with God’s 

Word. Think ad say things like:    

“I am a new creation in Christ. I am loved, accepted, approved and forgiven!” (See 2 

Corinthians 5:17; Ephesians 1:4-5; 1 John 1:9.)    

“The Lord has a great plan for my life—plans to give me hope and a future. Good things 

are on their way!”(See Jeremiah 29:11.)  

Remember, in His love for us, God sent Jesus to earth to deliver us from the power and authority 

of the enemy.    

Jesus is Lord over all...and He has put all things under His feet! Because we are “in Christ” as 

believers, the only place Satan has in our lives is under our feet!    

https://www.bible.com/bible/59/jhn.10.10
https://www.bible.com/bible/59/jhn.8.44
https://www.bible.com/bible/59/2co.5.17
https://www.bible.com/bible/59/2co.5.17
https://www.bible.com/bible/59/eph.1.4-5
https://www.bible.com/bible/59/1jn.1.9
https://www.bible.com/bible/59/jer.29.11
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Remember, the enemy is no match for Almighty God. So, when he comes at you with his lies, 

choose to fight back with the Word. Believe what God says about you more than you believe the 

enemy or even what other say about you.    

As you do, you will walk in the authority that is yours in Christ. 

Your Spiritual Authority 

A solid understanding of spiritual authority is vital to build your faith when casting out demons, 

healing the sick, and exercising your authority over the powers of darkness. 

When we have been given authority to cast out demons, but instead we pray that God brings the 

demon out instead, we are basically asking God to do something that He gave US the tools to do 

ourselves! Jesus told US to cast out demons! Nowhere in the Bible does it tell us to ask God to 

cast out demons! 

Mark 13:34, "For the Son of man is as a man taking a far journey, who left his house, and gave 

authority to his servants, and to every man his work, and commanded the porter to watch." 

How authority works 

Authority doesn't beg; authority doesn't ask; authority commands! We are not told to ask God to 

cast out demons, we are told to do it ourselves! We are not told to beg demons to come out, we 

are told to CAST them out! 

Matthew 8:8-9, 13, "The centurion answered and said, Lord, I am not worthy that thou shouldest 

come under my roof: but speak the word only, and my servant shall be healed. For I am a man 

under authority, having soldiers under me: and I say to this man, Go, and he goeth; and to 

another, Come, and he cometh; and to my servant, Do this, and he doeth it... And Jesus said unto 

the centurion, Go thy way; and as thou hast believed, so be it done unto thee. And his servant 

was healed in the selfsame hour." 

Authority is exercised through our spoken word. The power of life and death are in the spoken 

word: Proverbs 18:21, "Death and life are in the power of the tongue: and they that love it shall 

eat the fruit thereof." 

Jesus' own authority 

One thing that made it clear that Jesus was the son of God, is because He exercised authority that 

nobody else had access to in history! 

He cast out demons using His authority: Mark 1:27, "And they were all amazed, insomuch 

that they questioned among themselves, saying, what thing is this? What new doctrine is this? 

For with authority commandeth he even the unclean spirits, and they do obey him." 
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He cast out demons with His spoken word: Matthew 8:16, "When the even was come, they 

brought unto him many that were possessed with devils: and he cast out the spirits with his 

word..." 

He healed the sick with His spoken word: Luke 7:7, "Wherefore neither thought I myself 

worthy to come unto thee: but say in a word, and my servant shall be healed." Also John 5:8, 

"Jesus saith unto him, Rise, take up thy bed, and walk." 

Jesus has been given authority over everything: Matthew 28:18, "And Jesus came and spake 

unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth." 

Authority to heal 

Jesus said to, "Heal the sick"! Matthew 10:8, "Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, 

cast out devils: freely ye have received, freely give." I think it's interesting how Jesus didn't tell 

us to pray and ask God to heal the sick, He told US to heal the sick! 

I have never seen where Jesus prayed, "Father, please heal this person!" Instead, we see that 

Jesus healed people with His spoken Word! In John 5:8, Jesus told the man to, "...Rise, take up 

thy bed, and walk." 

The early church healed people in this same manner. In Acts 3:6, "...Peter said, Silver and gold 

have I none; but such as I have give I thee: In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth rise up and 

walk." 

Notice in Luke 9:1 that He not only gave His disciples authority over all devils, but also to cure 

diseases: "Then he called his twelve disciples together, and gave them power and authority over 

all devils, and to cure diseases." 

Authority is exercised when there is a RIGHT to exercise it. They weren't praying and asking 

God to heal people, they had the authority to heal, and they were exercising it with a spoken 

word, just as Jesus did! 

I want to clarify that I'm not saying that prayer can't heal people... because it can (James 5:14-

15)... I'm just saying that we are taught to heal the sick using the authority that Jesus gave us! I 

have seen and heard of many healings that took place through prayer, so I'm not saying not to 

pray, or that prayer doesn't work. I'm simply saying that we have authority over sickness, and 

therefore we can exercise our authority to bring about healing in another person's life! 

I also think it's interesting how Mark 16:17-18 tells us that healing can come through the laying 

on of hands: "And these signs shall follow them that believe... they shall lay hands on the sick, 

and they shall recover." The laying on of hands can encourage the transferring of power from us 

into the person and heal them, just like the woman who felt power flow from Jesus when she 

touched the hem of His garment (Mark 5:30)! Jesus said that those who believe will have the 

Holy Ghost flowing out of their innermost being (John 7:38-39), and even Peter's shadow healed 

people (Acts 5:15)! 
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Authority to cast out demons 

Notice that we are never told to beg or coax the demons to come out, neither are we told to pray 

and ask God to remove them, but we ARE told to cast them out! Matthew 10:8, "Heal the sick, 

cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils: freely ye have received, freely give." And also 

look at Mark 16:17, "And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast 

out devils..." 

Luke 9:1, "Then he called his twelve disciples together, and gave them power and authority over 

all devils..." 

Luke 10:17, "And the seventy returned again with joy, saying, Lord, even the devils are subject 

unto us through thy name." 

Jesus distributes His authority 

Mark 13:34, "For the Son of man is as a man taking a far journey, who left his house, and gave 

authority to his servants, and to every man his work, and commanded the porter to watch." 

Jesus is given authority: Matthew 28:18, "And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All 

power is given unto me in heaven and in earth." 

Authority given to Jesus' 12 disciples: Luke 9:1, "Then he called his twelve disciples together, 

and gave them power and authority over all devils, and to cure diseases." 

Authority given to Jesus' 70 disciples: Luke 10:17, "And the seventy returned again with joy, 

saying, Lord, even the devils are subject unto us through thy name." 

Through Jesus' name 

Notice that the authority Jesus gives His people is not to be used in their name, but Jesus' name: 

Luke 10:17, "And the seventy returned again with joy, saying, Lord, even the devils are subject 

unto us through thy name." 

Mark 16:17, "And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out 

devils..." 

Acts 3:6, "...Peter said, Silver and gold have I none; but such as I have give I thee: In the name of 

Jesus Christ of Nazareth rise up and walk." 

To use somebody's authority through their name is quite an honor! It's like being able to go to the 

bank and draw out a million dollars on behalf of a wealthy businessman! 
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Authority has been given to "Them who believe" 

Jesus gave His disciples authority to carry out His will here on earth, but they weren't the only 

ones. He also gave ALL believers authority to heal the sick and cast out devils as well! (Mark 

16:17-18) 

Authority to cast out demons: Mark 16:17, "And these signs shall follow them that believe; In 

my name shall they cast out devils..." 

Authority to heal the sick: Mark 16:17-18, "And these signs shall follow them that 

believe...they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover." 

Mark 13:34, "For the Son of man is as a man taking a far journey, who left his house, and gave 

authority to his servants, and to every man his work, and commanded the porter to watch." 

Authority is accessed through faith 

It is also helpful to point out that our spiritual authority is accessed by faith. There is a lot to be 

learned from the story told in Mark 9:17-29 about how faith allows us to access our authority. 

When the disciples came across an unusually strong demon that wouldn't budge (verse 18), Jesus 

made it clear that they lacked faith by calling them faithless (verse 19). He also made it clear that 

some demons are so strong that a higher than usual level of faith is required to cast them out 

(verses 28 and 29), and that we can gain that higher level of faith through prayer and fasting 

(verse 29). 

Matthew 17:20, "And Jesus said unto them, Because of your unbelief: for verily I say unto you, 

If ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, Remove hence to 

yonder place; and it shall remove; and nothing shall be impossible unto you." 

How Does Jesus Exercises Authority in His Church? 

Congregations  

Jesus is the sole and authoritative Head of the church.  The church belongs to Him, and He leads 

the church as it’s only Sovereign and Captain.  But how exactly does Jesus demonstrate His 

headship? 

First, Jesus demonstrates His headship through His word.  By His word He commands, limits, 

corrects and guides His people.  His sheep know His voice and they follow Him.  His voice is 

heard in His word. 

Second, Christ exercises His authority and headship through leaders.  Jesus through His word 

ordains that the local church know the blessing of under-shepherds.  Christ himself is the Chief 

Shepherd, but He delegates the shepherding role with qualified, godly men called to also 

shepherd. 

http://blogs.thegospelcoalition.org/thabitianyabwile/2010/06/03/how-jesus-exercises-headship-in-his-church/
http://blogs.thegospelcoalition.org/thabitianyabwile/2010/06/04/how-jesus-exercises-headship-in-his-church-leaders/
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Jesus demonstrates His headship in the church in at least one other way.  He uses the 

congregation to administer His will.  We see this in a couple of ways. 

The Congregation Worships 

Perhaps this is too obvious to state, but each time the congregation assembles and offers praise to 

God by reading His word, offering prayers, and giving attention to His word, the congregation 

not only submits to but participates in the exercise of the Lord’s headship.  To worship Jesus as 

Lord is both to honor His headship ourselves but also to call and encourage others in such 

submission.  When Jesus proclaims that “all authority in heaven and earth has been given unto 

me” (Matt. 28:18), we’re meant to see a reference to the gathering of the nations prophesied in 

Daniel 7:13-14: 

In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like a son of man, coming with the 

clouds of heaven.  He approached the Ancient of Days and was led into his presence.  He was 

given authority, glory and sovereign power; all peoples, nations and men of every language 

worshipped him.  His dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and his 

kingdom is one that will never be destroyed. 

Every call to worship in a public gathering of the church, every act of missions and evangelism, 

is an exercise of Jesus’ sovereign authority through His people. 

The Congregation Provides 

When we speak of the headship or authority of Christ, we must keep in mind that Christ is Head 

of the church not as a tyrant is head of a country but in the way a loving husband is head of his 

wife (Eph. 5:25-33).  In other words, Jesus’ authority is married to His sacrificial love and 

care.  So, we might expect that exercises of His authority would be manifested in acts of love and 

mercy.  And we might expect that such headship would be extended through His body, the 

church, covering both spiritual and material needs. 

Indeed, the Bible is replete with commands and exhortations to the church to provide spiritually 

for its members.  We see this form of headship pictured in Paul’s use of the body image in Eph. 

4:11-16.  We are all to grow up into the Head, which is Christ, and we do so as each part of the 

body “grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.”  Moreover, the Bible 

requires the congregation  provide for the material needs of its members.  We’re called to give 

and share to such an extent that there is no need among us (Acts 2:44-45; 4:32, 34-35; Rom. 

12:13; James 2:14-16; 1 John 3:16-18). Such provision is how Jesus uses His authority and 

demonstrates His headship through the congregation, by loving providing the spiritual and 

material needs of His people. 

 

 

 

https://www.esv.org/Matt.%2028%3A18/
https://www.esv.org/Daniel%207%3A13-14/
https://www.esv.org/Eph.%205%3A25-33/
https://www.esv.org/Eph.%204%3A11-16/
https://www.esv.org/Eph.%204%3A11-16/
https://www.esv.org/Acts%202%3A44-45%3B%204%3A32%2C%2034-35/
https://www.esv.org/Rom.%2012%3A13/
https://www.esv.org/Rom.%2012%3A13/
https://www.esv.org/James%202%3A14-16/
https://www.esv.org/1%20John%203%3A16-18/
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The Congregation Disciplines 

Finally, Jesus demonstrates His sole and final authority in the congregation by calling the 

congregation to discipline its members.  Galatians 6:1-2 charges all those who are spiritual to 

gently restore those who are wandering in or toward sin.  And in places like 1 Corinthians 5 and 

Matthew 18:17, the congregation takes the final action in implementing corrective love.  By 

acting to remove unrepentant members or to restore those who have fallen, the congregation 

upholds the order that Jesus commands of His church.   

The congregation acts under the authority of Christ, defined and limited by His word and 

motivated by His love, to advance and promote the way of life required of those who follow 

Jesus as Master.  In this way, the entire congregation participates in teaching disciples to obey all 

that Jesus commands as Christ himself keeps His promise to be with them until the end (Matt. 

28:19-20).  Whenever a congregation humbly, gently, and lovingly disciplines a member, Jesus 

exercises through that church the headship and authority that belongs to Him alone. 

Conclusion 

In the same way that my head (thoughts, intents, etc.) expresses itself through movements of my 

body, the Lord Jesus expresses His headship through His spiritual body, the church.  If we want 

to see how Jesus exercises authority in His church, we must learn to look at the church as an 

appendage that carries out His will to love, lead, provide for, and correct.  As the body complies 

with the Head, it not only lives under the Head but also becomes an exercise of headship. 

Always the Same 
Hebrews 13:8 (NIV): "Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever." 

 
There is nothing more secure and trustworthy than the eternal nature of God. The Bible emphasises His 

faithfulness and calls Him utterly dependable. It also states that He will never lie or turn back on His 

Word concerning us. If this is God's unchanging, constantly stable, unwavering character, and His Spirit 

dwells inside us, do you realise what that means? If we allow His Presence to work freely in our lives, He 

can make us faithful and steadfast just as He is. God's character can grow and increase in our lives as 

much as we are yielded to Him and His ways. This is a supernatural work only the Holy Spirit can do as 

we open our hearts to Him, and His Word, every moment of every day. The results will be astounding as 

we see the same dependable nature of Christ being formed in us. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.esv.org/Galatians%206%3A1-2/
https://www.esv.org/1%20Corinthians%205/
https://www.esv.org/Matthew%2018%3A17/
https://www.esv.org/Matt.%2028%3A19-20/
https://www.esv.org/Matt.%2028%3A19-20/
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Slippery Slope 
Psalm 55:20-23 (NLT): "As for my companion, he betrayed his friends; he broke his 

promises... His words are as soothing as lotion, but underneath are daggers! Give your 

burdens to the Lord, and He will take care of you. He will not permit the godly to slip and 

fall." 
 

Betrayal from a friend or loved-one is difficult and painful to deal with, especially if they are in the 

household of faith. Do you realise that Jesus can relate to the hurt and betrayal we may experience from 

those we least expected to let us down? His friends and family, as well as those who once praised Him 

for significantly changing their lives, turned their backs on Him. That's why we can pour our hearts out 

openly to the Lord, knowing He truly understands our disappointment, and loves us enough to not allow 

that pain to become our bitter torment. As we release the hurt and surrender our will to Him, and 

forgive those who have wronged us, we escape that slippery slope to despair. Our act of forgiveness 

brings healing to our souls and freedom from the shackles that were meant to destroy us. Choosing to 

walk in God's love will steer us away from a downfall, and into a life of restoration and blessing - with a 

fresh perspective and a heart that can love and forgive. 

Live Empowered 
Psalm 71:18b (NLT): "Let me proclaim Your power to this new generation, Your mighty 

miracles to all who come after me." 
 

As Spirit-filled believers, we have become reciprocals of God's supernatural power and life. In the book 

of Acts, we read about ordinary people doing extraordinary exploits, against all odds and amidst severe 

persecution. They became unstoppable in their faith and managed to turn the whole world upside 

down. What made these believers so effective for the spreading of the gospel, and dangerous to the 

enemy's kingdom, was that they had a revelation of the treasure they had freely received. They knew 

they were responsible to freely pass it on to others. They were not seeking after a blessing, they became 

a blessing. They didn't ask for prayer, they prayed for others. It's time to stop being ignorant of the life 

and power that has been placed inside us. We are carriers of God's kingdom power, anointed and 

appointed to be a blessing to this generation. This change comes when we decide to take God's Word 

seriously and deliberately surrender to His Spirit. There's simply no other way to live, as we were 

purposed to live: empowered to spread and pass on victory and life. 
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Reservoir of Life 
Matthew 12:37 (NKJV): "For by your words you will be justified, and by your words you will 

be condemned." 
 

It's an interesting scenario to find yourself caught up in the hustle and bustle of life, without being 

deeply rooted in the Word of God. When we don't have a reservoir filled with the Words of God within 

us, it's easy to fall prey to the wiles of the enemy. God's Word is filled with truth that brings hope that 

never fades, and love that never fails when our own strength is failing. Because God's Word is alive and 

full of power, when we choose to believe what it says, trust it with all our hearts, and follow its 

principles, it has the ability to transform everything about us - including the circumstances around us. 

That's why we must make investing time in the Word our priority. Through the Holy Spirit, we can 

understand its truth, learn from its wisdom, and live in its goodness. The first tell-tale sign of the Word 

running low in our lives is through the words we speak. Any words that contradict scripture and are 

filled with doubt, unbelief and defeat will destroy our faith and power to overcome. So pay attention to 

what is coming out your mouth, your words will either condemn or justify you, depending on what you 

are putting into your heart. So keep that reservoir full of God's life giving truth and live victoriously! 

 

In the Light 
James 5:16a (AMPC): "Confess to one another therefore your faults (your slips, your false 

steps, your offenses, your sins) and pray [also] for one another, that you may be healed and 

restored [to a spiritual tone of mind and heart]..." 
 

The lies the devil plants in our minds are most powerful and destructive when they are kept hidden and 

never exposed to the light. Most times the battles we face begin with a lie that has lodged itself in our 

minds, slowly but surely altered our perspective, and produced a false reality that leads us down a path 

of misery. Even when we know it's not true, and we think we can manage the lie on our own; its power 

only increases and keeps us in bondage, until we bring it into the light. That's why the Bible tells us to 

confess our faults to one another. That word 'confess' means to say out loud.When we confide in 

someone we know we can trust to stand by us, pray with us, and clarify God's perspective on the issue, 

that lie is exposed and loses its power over us. Don't allow the enemy to harass your mind any longer. 

Do what the Bible says: confess what you are struggling with to a friend who loves you so you can be 

free as you walk in the light 
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The Fear of the Lord 
 

The Fear of God Defined 

When Scripture discusses fear it’s categorized two ways. It’s either commended or condemned. 

It’s either our friend or foe. Maybe that sounds ambiguous but let me explain. 

On one hand, friendly fear furnishes us with a natural alarm system that instructs us when to 

resist, run, or relax. For example, a friendly fear tells us to run from the swarm of bees or stay 

away from the edge of the cliff. Friendly fear tells us to relax because the lions are caged. 

Conversely, the fear that Scripture condemns is one that lacks trust in God. It’s tormenting. It 

doesn’t believe God’s grace is sufficient for us when we are overwhelmed. 

(Example) Fear is aroused when we are confronted by anything that dwarfs us. It is only natural 

to fear when a tornado is a hundred yards away or we are swimming and realize sharks are 

circling us. Man fears things that overwhelm us. Since that’s the case, how much more should 

we fear God, infinitely greater than creation? 

Think about the greatness of God. He created every part and particle of the universe; He knows 

everything that can possibly be known; and other than hell itself, His very presence fills every 

square foot of creation. Contrary to what 18th Century Deism suggested, God didn’t create the 

world, wind it like a clock, and then leisurely sit back and let it tick out its destiny. God created 

the world but He also interacts with His creation and manages it. God is not indifferent toward 

anything He created. And that helps explain why men owe a reverential fear to God. 

There are two theological terms that help us understand why we should fear God: transcendence 

and immanence. As transcendent, God is altogether different from man. There is nothing in the 

universe by which you can compare Him. He is omnipotent, omnipresent, eternal, perfect, and 

holy—that’s God’s transcendence. But He is also immanent! And that means God is here and 

walks among men. We don’t see His physical manifestation but the omnipotent, omnipresent, 

eternal, perfect, and holy God is here, now! The prophet Zephaniah said: “The LORD your God 

in the midst of you is mighty” (3:17). Since God is transcendent and immanent—since He is 

powerful and present—nothing escapes His awareness. As the all-knowing Judge He reacts to 

our behavior and passes sentence upon men and nations at His discretion. 

That’s what the” fear of God” is all about! God calls us to order our lives in such a way that we 

will “present us faultless in His presence.” 

(Example) I have a confession. When I began studying the fear of God years ago I was shocked. 

I had assumed I served God because of my love for Him. But that is not what the Bible teaches. 

The Bible says “the fear of God” is the primary reason we serve God. 
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Psalm 85:9 say: 

“Surely His salvation is near to those who fear Him.” 

Philippians 2:12 says: “work out your salvation with fear and trembling.” 

Hebrews 2:3 says: “[if] every transgression and disobedience received a just penalty, how will 

we escape if we neglect so great a salvation”? 

(Illustration) A child may deeply love his parents, but in most cases his willingness to obey 

them is rooted deeper in a respectful fear than in tender love. For example, mom and dad prepare 

to run some errands while Junior stays home. His parents restrict him to the yard until they 

return. After they leave, Billy, the next-door neighbor, spots Junior and says, “Hey Junior, come 

over and let’s play basketball.” Junior says: “I can’t, my parents instructed me to stay home.” 

Billy responds, “Oh, come on, they’ll never know.” Can you imagine Junior’s explanation? He 

says, “Billy, because of my great love for my parents, I can’t come over.” No way! Billy’s 

obedience is rooted in the punishment that would occur. He realizes the repercussions of no X-

box for a week; or a spanking; or restriction. 

Fear is the primary reason Christians obey their Heavenly Father. That’s why Solomon said: 

“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.” 

God Expresses His Wrath 

Listen to what David said in Psalm 7:11: “God is a righteous judge, a God who expresses his 

wrath every day. (12) If a man does not repent, He will sharpen His sword; He has bent His bow 

and made it ready. (13) He has also prepared for Himself deadly weapons; He makes His arrows 

fiery shafts.” You say, “Wait a minute, the Bible says, ‘God is loving, merciful, and kind,’” and 

you’re right. He isn’t a tyrant looking for somebody to zap. But as the holy Judge of the earth He 

cannot permit wickedness to proceed unchecked. Listen again to how Psalm 7 says God executes 

His wrath. 

It begins by saying, “If a man does not repent.” And that’s the grace of God speaking. God isn’t 

talking to everybody here. He is speaking to those that continually ignore His voice and refuse to 

repent; those that continually repudiate His counsel. Then David says: “If a man does not repent 

. . .[God will] “sharpen His sword.” The words, “sharpen His sword,” form a picture phrase 

that indicates yet another merciful pause from God. It’s His final hesitation of sharpening His 

sword before He strikes. Have you ever strayed from God and during that time of disobedience 

God warned you by giving you a “close call”? That was God showing you He was “sharpening 

His sword” before striking the blow. And then David says: “If a man does not repent . . . [God 

will] “bend his bow.” And this represents a completed act. It’s too late, you have become the 

target, and He has to release the arrow. 

God is wrathful; but His wrath is never issued without warning and patience and grace and space 

for repentance. But despite the warning of Scripture some people live like they’re exempt from 
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being judged. Do you realize it would take only one word from God for His protective hedge 

around you to collapse and nothing would ever be the same? 

(Illustration) Awhile back I counseled a middle-aged, “Christian couple” that was 

contemplating marriage. They were living together! My advice couldn’t have been more direct: 

“You need to find separate living quarters and prepare for marriage in accordance with 

Scripture!” Listen to what this Church-going, forty-five year-old said: “I know we’re sinning. 

But we will eventually marry and then ask God for forgiveness!” 

The prophet said: “If you sow to the wind, you will reap the whirlwind”! Nobody can outwit 

God! Nobody can elude that inescapable law of sowing and reaping! We’d like to believe there’s 

nothing about God to fear. We want to hope He is passive toward our sins. But He isn’t! God 

said in Ezekiel 7:9: “I will repay you in accordance with your conduct and the detestable 

practices among you. Then you will know that it is I the LORD who strikes the blow.” 

(Transition) Are you living with godly fear? Are your choices and lifestyle based on the fear of 

God?  If not, God is calling you to change course right now. But if you are living in the fear of 

God then you can expect God’s blessing. And that’s what I want to talk about for a moment—the 

benefits of the fear of God. 

The Benefits of Godly Fear 

First, the Bible says the fear of God lengthens life. And if there’s anything modern man, with 

his pills and potions, strives for it’s the lengthening of days. Proverbs 10:27 says, “The fear of 

the LORD prolongs life, but the years of the wicked will be shortened.” 

(Illustration) I heard a ridiculous report awhile back on the radio. The Food and Drug 

Administration stated if Americans cut their beef consumption by 30% they could increase their 

life expectancy. Like most people, I am intrigued by any information promising to prolong life. 

But guess how long this meat repressing diet extends life? Two to three months! And get this, the 

FDA further reported it would only affect 2% of Americans! 

Folks, I assessed the issue the instant the report hit the pit of my stomach. The FDA can have my 

two to three additional months; I’ll take the risk of not being part of the affected 2%, and eat 

beef! God didn’t say in Proverbs how long our days would be lengthened, but I guarantee it 

surpasses the FDA’s offer! 

But the fear of God not only lengthens days, it also guards us. Psalm 33:18 says: “the eyes of 

the LORD are on those who fear him, on those whose hope is in his unfailing love, (19) to deliver 

them from death and keep them alive in famine.” 

How often did Christ’s enemies attempt to apprehend Him only to lose Him as He mysteriously 

slipped through their presence? They tried to stone Him or hurl Him from a cliff but couldn’t—

and the reason they were unsuccessful is because of His perfect reverence for His Heavenly 

Father. Proverbs 16:7 says: “When a man’s ways are pleasing to the LORD, he makes even his 

enemies live at peace with him.” That’s the promise of God’s Word. And Jesus Christ so 
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perfectly pleased the Father that no one could assail Him. The only reason He suffered and died 

at Calvary is because He voluntarily surrendered Himself. 

(Illustration) Friday, July 5th, 1991 was an interesting day. As I concluded my morning prayer I 

was constrained to remain until I prayed for a special hedge of protection. I was unsure of the 

consequences of ignoring the impulse so I obeyed. That afternoon I visited a hospitalized Church 

member. As I exited the hospital I walked under a steel awning, about ten feet wide by twenty 

feet long. As I passed a few yards from the entrance an ambulance approached, crashed into the 

awning, and flattened the structure. A delay of only a few seconds would have put me directly 

under that passageway. I couldn’t help but remember the Lord’s prompting to linger in prayer 

that morning. 

But now notice that the fear of God brings special blessing. 

Psalm 31:19 says: “How great is your goodness, which you have stored up for those who fear 

you.” 

And Proverbs 22:4 says “Humility and the fear of the LORD bring wealth and honor and life.” 

You and I aren’t going to lose when we determine to live in the fear of the Lord. Quite the 

contrary, we are going to reap benefits. 

(Transition) Is the fear of God the governing principle of your life? It should be! I began this 

message by quoting Solomon when he said the “fear of the Lord is the whole duty of man.” And 

it is! 

Godly Fear Should be Life’s Governing Principle 

Did you know that Jesus, our Example, personally demonstrated “the fear of God”? It literally 

governed His life in every word He spoke and everything He did. Listen to Isaiah’s prophecy of 

Christ in Isaiah 11:2-3: “The Spirit of the LORD will rest on him—the Spirit of wisdom and of 

understanding, the Spirit of counsel and of power, the Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the 

LORD— (3) and he will delight in the fear of the LORD.” 

There is something special about this phrase, “He will delight in the fear of the LORD.” When 

you translate this from the Hebrew text it doesn’t use the word delight, even though that is a 

correct translation. It actually reads like this: “The Messiah will enjoy the fragrance/smell of the 

fear of God.” 

Here’s what that means. Think about the fragrances you enjoy—the aroma of coffee brewing or 

the scent of a garden. Maybe it’s a fresh mountain breeze or the cool ocean air. Pleasant 

fragrances satisfy your soul and make you want to abide in their presence. Those that live in the 

fear of the Lord become the recipients of His fragrance. The Lord actually satisfies those that 

fear Him by filling their soul with the sweet scent of Heaven and making them want to abide in 

His presence. It’s the scent that says to us: “You’re doing the right thing. Keep the fear of God 

before you.” 
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You see, the fear of God is not a topic to be shunned or quieted. The “fear of God is the 

beginning of wisdom” and that means we should make it part of our conversation whenever God 

directs us. 

I’ve heard ministers use horror stories and scare tactics to warn people of God’s judgment. Many 

don’t like it. I’m not generally given to horror stories that warn of God’s fiery and eternal 

judgment against sin. But I’m honest enough to tell you it’s in the Bible. Hell exists and eternal 

punishment awaits the wicked! 

(Example) The world is wonderfully adept at employing scare-tactics to influence people. For 

example, it warns us that careless, improper dietary habits bring an early death. It tells us that 

free radicals will destroy our immune system unless we take vitamins and antioxidants. If you 

don’t wear a safety belt a car crash could kill you. If you don’t have enough insurance your 

family could be left destitute. Advertisers know well how to employ scare tactics! 

Today’s generation also needs a spiritual warning. And sometimes it takes frightening, graphic, 

pound-the-pulpit preaching to awaken people to truth. I’d rather be scared into Heaven than for 

someone to tickle my ears, pat my back, and “love” me into Hell! esus was shockingly graphic 

when He discussed Hell. His narrative of the Rich Man and Lazarus is filled with fright. He 

described it as a place of darkness, isolation, loneliness, despair, and unending torment. The 

apostle Paul said in 2 Corinthians 5:11: “Since . . . we know what it is to fear the Lord, we try to 

persuade men.” 

(Example) There’s a graphic drama of Paul fearlessly “pounding the pulpit” in Acts 24. He was 

on trial for civil disobedience. Paul stood before the judgment seat of Governor Felix of 

Caesarea, the High Priest, and a prosecuting attorney. With the evidence presented, the Governor 

called for an adjournment of the proceedings. During the adjournment Paul somehow secured an 

audience with the Governor and his wife Drusilla. Here was the perfect opportunity for Paul to 

ingratiate himself to Felix and “win friends and influence people.” But with Paul’s life in 

jeopardy, what do you think he discussed behind the bench with the Governor? Rather than try to 

plea bargain and strike a deal, Luke says Paul “discoursed on righteousness, self-control and the 

judgment to come, [and] Felix was afraid and said, “That’s enough for now! You may leave.” 

Can you believe that? With his life in jeopardy Paul preached a “hell-fire and brimstone sermon” 

and frightened Felix! 

And the ungodly have every right to their fears. Proverbs 1:28-29 says, “they will call to me but I 

will not answer; they will look for me but will not find me. (29) Since they hated knowledge and 

did not choose to fear the LORD.” 

One day all humanity will gather before God’s Judgment Seat. That’s where man will receive the 

sentence of his earthly behavior—good or bad. And no one will be absent. No one will be 

AWOL. Some people rationalize: “I understand that, and just before death I plan to make things 

right with God.” Folks, nobody is guaranteed tomorrow. Peace with God can’t be claimed on 

your terms and it can’t always be claimed at the end of the way. The Bible says, “Today is the 
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day of salvation.” David said in Psalm 33:8: “Let all the earth fear the LORD; let all the people 

of the world reverence him.” 

Awareness of God’s presence and coming judgment 

If we knew that all of our secret thoughts, words, and actions would be displayed publicly so that 

everyone could watch them and evaluate them, it would make a profound difference in the way 

we live! We have an instinctive concern about what others think of us and how they will judge 

the things we do. 

If we have this much concern over what other men and women think of us and our actions, how 

much more should we be concerned about God’s evaluation of our thoughts, words, actions, 

attitudes, and motives? 

The Assurance That God Is Watching 

Each of us will give an account of our lives to God, and He is fully aware of everything we think, 

desire, speak, and do. The fear of the Lord is an awareness of these truths. It can be defined as a 

continual awareness that you are in the presence of a holy, just, and almighty God, and that 

every motive, thought, word, and action is open before Him and will be judged by Him. 

The following Scriptures discuss God’s knowledge of our lives and assure us of the coming 

judgment: 

 “The Lord is in his holy temple, the Lord’s throne is in heaven: his eyes behold, his 

eyelids try, the children of men” (Psalm 11:4). 

 “He that planteth the ear, shall he not hear? he that formed the eye, shall he not see?” 

(Psalm 94:9). 

 “Thou knowest my downsitting and mine uprising, thou understandest my thought afar 

off. . . . For there is not a word in my tongue, but, lo, O Lord, thou knowest it 

altogether. . . . Yea, the darkness hideth not from thee; but the night shineth as the day: 

the darkness and the light are both alike to thee” (Psalm 139:2, 4, and 12). 

 “For the ways of man are before the eyes of the Lord, and he pondereth all his goings” 

(Proverbs 5:21). 

 “The eyes of the Lord are in every place, beholding the evil and the good” (Proverbs 

15:3). 

 “For mine eyes are upon all their ways: they are not hid from my face, neither is their 

iniquity hid from mine eyes” (Jeremiah 16:17). 

 “For nothing is secret, that shall not be made manifest; neither anything hid, that shall 

not be known and come abroad” (Luke 8:17). 

 “Therefore whatsoever ye have spoken in darkness shall be heard in the light; and that 

which ye have spoken in the ear in closets shall be proclaimed upon the housetops” 

(Luke 12:3). 

 “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive 

the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad” 

(II Corinthians 5:10). 
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The fear of the Lord is one of the most valuable treasures that we can gain, because God is our 

Creator, and if we are to find true success, we have to live according to His design. He knows 

what is best for our lives. As we gain wisdom about His ways and choose to value what He 

values, we will mature as His children and our lives will be blessed. 

Benefits of Fearing the Lord 

Has “fearing the Lord” gone out of style? 

“The Lord confides in those who fear Him; He makes His covenant known to them” (Psalm 

25:14). 

Fearing God can seem like a no-longer-applicable-Old-Testament-kind-of-thing, rather than a 

vital principle for 21st century living. But awareness of God’s love and grace must never cause 

us to disregard His holiness, righteousness, and justice. 

Throughout the Bible, God connects fearing the Lord with a correct understanding of His great 

power. 

After the Israelites crossed the Red Sea on dry ground, God wiped out the Egyptian army that 

pursued them. “And when the Israelites saw the mighty hand of the Lord displayed against the 

Egyptians, the people feared the Lord and put their trust in him and in Moses his servant” 

(Exodus 14:31). 

Similarly, in the New Testament, the church responded with fear when God struck down Ananias 

and Sapphira for lying (Acts 5:1-11). So, the death and resurrection of Jesus did not make fearing 

the Lord obsolete. Luke, the writer of Acts, mentions fear of the Lord as a key part of the early 

church. “Then the church throughout Judea, Galilee and Samaria enjoyed a time of peace and 

was strengthened. Living in the fear of the Lord and encouraged by the Holy Spirit, it increased 

in numbers” (Acts 9:31). 

Certainly, fearing the Lord isn’t an easy concept to understand. 

We fear God because He alone holds the power over the destiny of our souls (Matthew 10:28). 

But, fearing the Lord doesn’t mean living in a state of constant anxiety or dread of God. 

Because Jesus paid the price for our sins, as believers we know God doesn’t condemn us. Still, 

God’s holiness and power cause us to humbly revere Him, just as we show a healthy fear of or 

respect for electricity, fire or raging waters. 

The Psalms and Proverbs speak extensively about fearing the Lord, listing for us its many 

benefits. It’s good to remember that the Proverbs provide us with wise sayings; through them we 

understand how life generally works. Likewise, the Psalms demonstrate how a person relates to 

God in various circumstances. Psalmists express a full range of human emotions. Doctrine drawn 

from these books must be tested against the whole of Scripture. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+5%3A1-11&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+10%3A28&version=NIV
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The fear of the Lord: 

 adds length to life (Proverbs 10:27) 

 teaches a person wisdom (Proverbs 1:7; 9:10; 15:33) 

 enables a person to avoid evil (Proverbs 3:7; 8:13; 14:16; 16:6) 

 leads to life (Proverbs 14:27; 19:23) 

 brings wealth and honour and life (Proverbs 22:4) 

Those who fear the Lord: 

 have a secure fortress and a refuge for their children (Proverbs 14:26) 

 are blessed (Proverbs 28:14; Psalm 112:1; Psalm 128:1; Psalm 128:4) 

 are to be praised (Proverbs 31:30) 

 lack nothing (Psalm 34:9) 

To those who fear the Lord, God: 

 confides in them (Psalm 25:14) 

 makes His covenant known to them (Psalm 25:14) 

 has His eyes on them (Psalm 33:18) 

 has compassion on them (Psalm 103:13) 

 loves them (Psalm 103:17) 

 sends His righteousness to them (Psalm 103:17) 

 delights in them (Psalm 147:11) 

Security, wisdom, and life all appeal, yet, the relational aspects of the third list draw me most 

strongly. Not only does God watch over, love, and delight in those who fear Him, but He also 

confides in them. The thrilling idea that God whispers His thoughts to me boggles my mind. 

Almighty God, the Creator of the universe, shares His heart and plans with us when we fear 

Him! 

Rather than a barrier to intimacy, fearing God opens the door to a closer relationship with Him. 

Proverbs 8:13 says, “To fear the Lord is to hate evil.” God hates evil. When we choose to hate 

evil, we align ourselves with God. What could be more beneficial than that? 
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LIVING IN THE FEAR OF THE LORD 

(Key-verse: Proverbs 1:7) 

In this first study of selected themes from Proverbs we will consider the main emphasis of the 

book: The Fear of the Lord. We come across this phrase, or variations of it, over and over again 

in Proverbs and throughout scripture. In our key-verse, for example, which is a point of departure 

for this subject, two classes of people are mentioned – - those who fear the Lord and the foolish 

ones who do not. In New Testament language the contrast is between the believer and the 

unbeliever, the saved and the lost. To whet our appetites, notice: 

1. 1. God longs that we should fear Him – - Deuteronomy 5:29. 

2. 2. To fear Him will always be for our good – - Deuteronomy 6:24. 

3. 3. It is possible to fear the Lord all the time – - Proverbs 23:17. 

4. 4. Obedience is the proof of fearing the Lord – - Genesis 22:12. 

5. 5. Church members should fear the Lord – - Acts 9:31. 

6. 6. Those who fear the Lord are rewarded – - Proverbs 13:13 KJV. 

7. 7. Here is the secret of all blessing! – - Psalm 112:1. 

But, what is it to fear the Lord? Is it to be afraid of God? No! It is not slavish fear or 

apprehension or fear to do with punishment (1 John 4:18; 2 Timothy 1:7). It is not to be 

associated with terror or suspicion, the kind of fear which makes a man run and hide from God 

or act as a cringing slave. The fear of the Lord is the fear of a loving child or a dutiful servant: it 

is such a reverence for God that the one who fears Him is gripped by a holy desire to please Him. 

The best way to see what it means to fear the Lord, to see what people who fear the Lord are 

like, and to discover the results of fearing the Lord, is to gather together some of the scriptures 

where this is mentioned. 

 1. When a man fears the Lord it implies that he has started to know the Lord 

Please refer to Proverbs 1:7; 9:10; 15:33; Psalm 111:10. Knowing the Lord (not just about Him) 

is a matter of degree. We may know Him a little or we may know Him very well indeed and in a 

close and very personal way. A man only begins to fear God when he starts to know Him, and he 

only gets to know Him as and when he fears Him. When a man realises who God is and what His 

attitude is towards all people, then he begins to fear the Lord. It is important to notice that this 

fear has to be sought (Proverbs 1:29-30); it has to be learned (Deuteronomy 4:10; Psalm 34:11); 

there has to be a desire for this (Nehemiah 1:11); it requires obedience (Ecclesiastes 12:13), and 

some people fear God more than others (Nehemiah 7:2). 

 2. When a man fears the Lord he will turn from sin and live a holy life. 

Please refer to Proverbs 3:7; 8:13; 14:2; 16:6; Psalm 19:9. All these references make it clear that 

when anyone really learns the fear of the Lord his whole manner of life is affected – - look up 1 

Peter 3:1-2; this includes the way he dresses, talks, spends his money, his time, what he hears, 
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the places he goes to, the pleasures he seeks and the books he reads. Even his friends are 

different (Malachi 3:16). 

 3. When a man fears the Lord he is filled with deep assurance 

Please refer to Proverbs 14:26; Ecclesiastes 8:12-13. One reason for the confidence that is gained 

by fearing the Lord is that the one who fears Him lives on very intimate and personal terms and 

in close fellowship with the Lord Himself (Psalm 25:14). This makes him sure of God�’s 

protection (Psalm 34:7); His provision (Psalm 34:9-10); and His purpose (Psalm 33:18). When 

we fear the Lord we are led into a full assurance of faith (Hebrews 10:22); we know that our sins 

are forgiven (1 John 2:12); we know the truth of Romans 8:28 and we can say 2 Timothy 1:12! 

 4. When a man fears the Lord he experiences true joy and satisfaction 

Please refer to Proverbs 13:13; Proverbs 22:4; Proverbs 28:14; Psalm 145:19. Even though a 

man is poor in a worldly sense, if he fears the Lord he will be wonderfully rich and truly satisfied 

(Proverbs 15:16; Proverbs 19:23). The man who fears God has immense satisfaction and joy in 

knowing that all is well, not only for time but for eternity – - look up Psalm 31:19 and Psalm 

61:5. 

 5. When a man fears the Lord he will reap the benefits of a disciplined life 

Please refer to Proverbs 10:27; 14:27; 19:23 and Ecclesiastes 8:12-13. How logical all this is! If 

we are disciplined, getting the right amount of rest, food, sleep and exercise, serving others, and 

above all giving the Lord His rightful place, we shall be freed from anxiety and we shall live out 

our appointed span. 

6. When a man fears the Lord he will serve Him whole-heartedly 

Please refer to Psalm 2:11; 2 Chronicles 19:7,9; Hebrews 11:7; Hebrews 12:28. What an 

amazing thing it is to be in the service of God and to be humbly waiting on Him for His guidance 

and empowering! This is what it means to ““ serve the Lord with fear and rejoice with 

trembling”” . 

 7. When a man fears the Lord he will be like the Lord Jesus Himself 

In Hebrews 5:7-9 we read that our Saviour, as Man, lived in the fear of the Lord, and it was in 

this way that He offered Himself on the cross to secure our “�eternal salvation�”. If we would 

really be like Him we shall always seek to live and work to do everything in the fear of the Lord 

all day long. Look up Job 1:9-10 and make Psalm 86:11-12 your daily prayer. 
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The Fear of the Lord is a Blessing to be sought 

It is the beginning of wisdom. 

This is the first building block for putting your life together. That’s where wisdom begins: in the 

fear of the Lord (Proverbs 9:10).  You don’t want to get to the end of your life and feel like a 

fool. Wisdom begins when God carries more weight in your life than anything or anyone else. 

It is a fountain of life. 

Life wells up in those who live in the fear of the Lord! This is a beautiful picture—a fountain of 

life (Proverbs 14:27). Who would not want this? 

It keeps us from evil. 

In the Bible, the distinguishing mark of “the wicked…[is that] there is no fear of God before his 

eyes” (Psalm 36:1-2). That’s why they do wicked things. They don’t think there are any 

consequences. God carries no weight with them. The apostle Paul quotes from this Psalm as the 

bottom line in his analysis of evil in Romans 3: 

There is no one righteous. No one seeks God…Their mouths are full of cursing and 

bitterness…The way of peace they do not know…There is no fear of God before their eyes. 

(Romans 3:14, 17, 18) 

When Jesus was on the cross, one of the criminals beside him was cursing and swearing and 

hurling insults at Him. The other one said to him, “Don’t you fear God?”  He is asking: Don’t 

you have any sense of what it would be like to go out into eternity? 

The opposite is also true: “Through the fear of the Lord, a man avoids evil” (Proverbs 16:6). 

That’s why you want this fear. It’s going to be a restraint, a defense, a protection for you. 

It is a New Testament command. 

Sometimes when we hear about “the fear of the Lord,” we think “Oh, that’s Old Testament stuff. 

We’re New Testament Christians. We’re about the love of God.”  

The command to fear God is found in the Old Testament, but it’s quite clear in the New 

Testament, too. “Show proper respect to everyone: Love the brotherhood of believers, fear God, 

honor the king” (1 Peter 2:17). 

If you give proper weight to other believers, you will love them. If you give proper weight to 

those who govern you, you will honor them — that’s very important in our current debate. 
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If you give proper weight to God, you will fear Him. “Fear God and give him glory, because the 

hour of his judgment has come. Worship him who made the heavens, the earth, the sea and the 

springs of water” (Revelation 14:7). Don’t think of “the fear of the Lord” as an Old Testament 

relic that we can dispense with because we’re all Christians. 

It’s a distinguishing mark of people who are filled with the Holy Spirit. 

The prophet Isaiah gives us a seven-fold description of the Holy Spirit: “The Spirit of the LORD 

will rest on him – the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, the Spirit of counsel and of power, 

the Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord” (Isaiah 11:2). 

The Holy Spirit is “the Spirit of the fear of the Lord.” When the Holy Spirit is present, the fear of 

the Lord will be a distinguishing mark — it will be evidence of His presence. 

Isaiah goes on to say that the Holy Spirit will rest on the Messiah, and he says of Christ, “He will 

delight in the fear of the LORD” (11:3). When you get to the Acts of the Apostles, it’s no 

surprise then that the Holy Spirit, who was in Christ without measure, is poured out on His 

people. The church throughout Judea, Galilee and Samaria enjoyed a time of peace. It was 

strengthened and encouraged by the Holy Spirit, and it grew in numbers, living in the fear of the 

Lord (Acts 9:31). 

What about your growth in the fear of the Lord? “Blessed is the man who fears the Lord” (Psalm 

112:1). If you are going to walk in the fear of the Lord and teach it to your children, you have to 

know what it is. So what is this fear of the Lord? 

The Fear of the Lord Will Help You Overcome Other Fears 

I choose these words carefully — I did not say, “It will end all other fears.” I said, “It will help 

you overcome other fears.” 

John Flavel, who lived in a time when Free Church ministers were facing persecution, 

imprisonment and in some cases death, knew what it was to battle with fears. He wrote very 

insightfully about it in Triumphing over Sinful Fears: 

We must not expect a perfect cure for our fear in this life. While there are dangers and enemies, 

some fears will work in the best hearts. If our faith could be perfected, our fear would be 

perfectly cured. But while there is much weakness in our faith, there will be much strength in our 

fear (p. 62). 

Don’t expect all fear to be gone this side of heaven. The real issue is, “How do you face your 

fears?” There will always be fears to face, but the fear of the Lord will help you face yours. 

What are you afraid of? Physical pain? “Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot 

kill the soul. Rather, be afraid of the One who can destroy both soul and body in hell” (Matthew 

10:28). That’s what Jesus said when His disciples were afraid of physical pain. Flavel says, 
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“Christ’s greatest argument for extinguishing our fear of those who kill the body is the soul’s 

security” (p. 62). 

They can’t kill the soul; only God can destroy the soul. He won’t do that for you — you’re His 

child. He will preserve your soul, and one day He will raise your body from the dead. Take that 

in and let it strengthen you. 

Do you worry about money or about losing your job? The prophet Isaiah went through this 

experience. He has a son, and God tells him that before the little boy can say “Daddy!” the 

wealth of Samaria will be plundered (Isaiah 8:4). Isaiah is facing the imminent danger of 

complete economic collapse. Does that sound familiar? 

Here’s what God said: “Do not fear what they fear, and do not dread it. The Lord Almighty is the 

one you are to regard as holy, he is the one you are to fear, he is the one you are to dread, and he 

will be a sanctuary” (Isaiah 8:12-14). That’s the word of God to a man facing imminent 

economic disaster: “You have a God who cares for you.” 

Today, ask Christ to lead you into the fear of God, and let the fear of God deliver you from every 

other fear. 

The Peace That Accompanies the Fear of the Lord 
 

Throughout the Bible we are admonished to fear the Lord. For example, Moses declares, "And 

now, O Israel, what does the Lord your God ask of you but to fear the Lord…" (Deuteronomy 

10:12). The Psalmist writes, "Fear the Lord, you His saints…" (Psalm 34:9). Solomon states that 

the conclusion of the matter is this: "Fear God and keep His commandments, for this is the whole 

duty of man" (Ecclesiastes 12:13). The Apostle Peter exhorts Christians to "…live your lives as 

strangers here in reverent fear" (1 Peter 1:17). 

    The Bible also gives us numerous examples of people who feared the Lord. Abraham 

demonstrated his fear of the Lord by not withholding his only son (Genesis 22:12). Job is 

described as a man who feared God (Job 1:1). Noah "in holy fear built an ark to save his family" 

(Hebrews 11:7). Hananiah is praised as a man who feared God more than most men do 

(Nehemiah 7:2). Hezekiah is admired as one who feared the Lord and sought His favor (Jeremiah 

26:19). The Hebrew midwives, because of their fear of God, spared the lives of the newborn 

boys (Exodus 1:17). Proverbs 31:30 teaches that "a woman who fears the Lord is to be praised." 

In the Book of Acts, Luke points out that the church lived in the fear of the Lord (9:31). He also 

makes special note of God-fearing Gentiles (Acts 10:2; 13:26; 17:4,17). 

    Unfortunately, many people understand the fear of the Lord only in the sense of fearing His 

wrath and punishment. While the reality of God’s wrath is certainly just cause to fear Him (e.g., 

see Luke 12:5), the biblical concept of the fear of the Lord is much less about fearing 

punishment, and much more about living a godly life in reverent awe of the Living God. This 

reverent awe does not cause us to be terrified of the Lord, but rather, causes us to draw near to 
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Him and to embrace His ways. Moses describes this kind of fear in Deuteronomy 10:12-13: 

"And now, O Israel, what does the Lord your God ask of you but to fear the Lord your God, to 

walk in all his ways, to love him, to serve the Lord your God with all your heart and with all 

your soul, and to observe the Lord’s commands and decrees..." 

    The positive aspect to fearing the Lord is apparent in light of the many benefits associated 

with it. For example, consider some of the things the Lord does for those who fear Him: He 

blesses them (Psalm 115:13; 128:1-6); He confides in them (Psalm 25:14); He listens to them 

(Malachi 3:16); He has compassion on them (Psalm 103:13); He provides food for them (Psalm 

111:5); He fulfulls their desires (Psalm 145:19); He delights in them (Psalm 147:11); His eyes 

are on them (Psalm 33:18); and His angel encamps around them (Psalm 34:7). Those who fear 

the Lord prosper (Deuteronomy 6:24); enjoy long life (Deuteronomy 6:2); gain wisdom 

(Proverbs 15:33); and lack nothing (Psalm 34:9). According to the Book of Proverbs, the fear of 

the Lord is "a fountain of life" (14:27) and "the beginning of knowledge" (1:7). 

    Another benefit of living in the fear of the Lord is somewhat paradoxical. The more we live in 

the fear of the Lord, the less we will have to fear. In other words, as our relationship with the 

Lord deepens, our fears diminish. Consider, for example, the Psalmist’s words: "Blessed is the 

man who fears the Lord...he will have no fear of bad news...his heart is secure, he will have no 

fear..." (Psalm 112:1,7-8). The paradox is this: the fear of the Lord results in peace from the 

Lord. As we live in the fear of the Lord, we grow in our knowledge and understanding of Him 

and we learn to trust Him and rely upon Him to help us in any and every situation. 

    Are you currently confronted by any fears? If so, I want to encourage you to focus your 

attention upon the Lord. Renew your commitment to Him and to His ways. Repent of any sin in 

your life ("To fear the Lord is to hate evil" –Proverbs 8:13). Embrace His Word and walk in 

obedience to all that He commands. Seek the Lord with all of your heart. Dwell upon His 

holiness and majesty. Admire the marvelous works of His hands. Devote yourself to Him in all 

things and learn to trust Him completely. As you draw near to Him in reverent awe, He will grant 

you His peace. 

   "The Lord is exalted, for he dwells on high; he will fill Zion with justice and righteousness. He 

will be the sure foundation for your times, a rich store of salvation and wisdom and knowledge; 

the fear of the Lord is the key to this treasure" (Isaiah 33:5-6) 

    "The fear of the Lord leads to life: Then one rests content, untouched by trouble" (Proverbs 

19:23). 

    "The Lord is my light and my salvation—whom shall I fear? The Lord is the stronghold of my 

life—of whom shall I be afraid?" (Psalm 27:1). 
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Has The Church Lost the Fear of the Lord? Yes! 

The present condition of the church leaves one to wonder if the lack of the fear of the Lord is 

contributing to her spiritually dead condition: “I know your works: you are neither cold nor hot. 

Would that you were either cold or hot! So, because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, 

I will spit you out of my mouth. For you say, I am rich, I have prospered, and I need nothing, not 

realizing that you are wretched, pitiable, poor, blind, and naked” (Revelation 3:15-17). A healthy 

respect of God (fear) is what our culture, and the church, desperately need. 

“Why don’t we agree on this important truth? The fear of the Lord is mentioned frequently 

throughout the Bible as the beginning of knowledge, wisdom, and understanding.” If you’ll 

recall, I had a similar conversation with another pastor a few years ago. My concern is that this is 

coming from leadership. They feel that we should avoid mentioning the fear of the Lord because 

it makes people feel uncomfortable. Just writing that sentence makes me feel uncomfortable. 

“The Lord takes pleasure in those who fear Him…” (Psalm 147:11). Joshua encouraged the 

people to “fear the Lord and serve him with all faithfulness” (Joshua 24:14). 

It’s clear from Genesis to Revelation that we are to “serve the Lord with fear and rejoice with 

trembling” (Psalm 2:11). Jesus said, “Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. 

But rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell” (Matthew 10:28). Jesus 

spoke more on the fear of hell than on the glory of heaven. He thought it to be timely and urgent. 

“That makes me both love Him and fear Him! I love Him because He is my Savior, and I fear 

Him because He is my Judge.” (A.W. Tozer). 

The overall direction of the church away from the fear of the Lord is a sad reality. It is an 

indication that we may fear men more than God. Those who avoid teaching the fear of the Lord 

to soften the message are missing the balance. We are running from the very thing we need: 

“Fear God and give him glory, because the hour of his judgment has come” (Revelation 14:7). 

Acts 9:31 says that the early church walked “in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the 

Holy Spirit.” Did you catch that: the church was powerful and multiplied because they walked in 

the fear of God (not man), and in the power of the Holy Spirit. Anointing and fear go hand-in-

hand. Paul reminds us in Philippians 2:12 that we should work out (not work for) our own 

salvation with “fear and trembling.” 

We must lovingly proclaim the fear of the Lord again in our pulpits if we are to experience 

genuine change. Fear often motivates a person to repent. The fear of the Lord will cause an 

adulterer to seek forgiveness. It will motivate the prodigal to return. It will cause pastors to spend 

extended time in prayer for anointed sermons. When the fear of the Lord is preached the world 

will repent: “Falling down on his face, he will worship God and report that God is truly among 

you” (1 Corinthians 14:25). A true fear of the Lord saves man from himself. We should take His 

commands seriously...not legalistically, but reverently. 

Fearing the Lord isn’t the type of fear one would have toward an abusive father, but rather, it’s 

the type of fear that involves respect and reverence for God. For example, we fear jumping off a 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/nkjv/revelation/passage.aspx?q=revelation+3:15-17
http://www.biblestudytools.com/nkjv/psalms/147-11.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/joshua/24-14.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/nkjv/psalms/2-11.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/nkjv/matthew/10-28.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/nkjv/revelation/14-7.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/nkjv/acts/9-31.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/nkjv/philippians/2-12.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/nkjv/1-corinthians/14-25.html
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100-story building because we respect gravity. Fear, in this sense, is good and God-given; it 

protects us. 

It is often through reverent fear that we come to Christ and redemption. The church cannot 

neglect, water-down, or avoid preaching the fear of the Lord in the hope of not offending, or 

securing an audience. The fear of the Lord offends, and rightly so. The goal of the church is 

faithfulness to God, not crowd appeal. The church, as a whole, may have forgotten the fear of the 

Lord, but it doesn’t follow that we should. 

Holy Fear of the Lord: Necessary for Salvation 

There is no theme more often repeated in the Old Testament than holy fear of the Lord. 

Hundreds of verses from the inspired prophets exhort this salutary reverence due to the Creator 

by His rational creatures. Below are verses I find particularly inspiring because of their equating 

of fear of God with virtue. 

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom (Psalm 110:10 and Proverbs 1:7 Ecclesiasticus 

1:16, and again, Proverbs 9:10). 

The fear of the Lord is holy (Psalm 18:10). 

The fear of the Lord hateth evil (Proverbs 8:13). 

The fear of the Lord is confidence of strength (Proverbs 14:6). 

The fear of the Lord is a fountain of life (Proverbs 14:27). 

The fear of the Lord is unto life (Proverbs 19:23). 

The fruit of humility is the fear of the Lord (Proverbs 22:4). 

The fear of the Lord shall delight the heart, and shall give joy, and gladness, and length of days. 

(Ecclesiasticus 1:12). 

The fear of the Lord is the religiousness of knowledge (Ecclesiasticus 1:17). 

The fear of the Lord driveth out sin (Ecclesiasticus 1:27). 

Behold the eyes of the Lord are on them that fear him: and on them that hope in his mercy. 

(Psalm 32:18). 

The angel of the Lord shall encamp round about them that fear him: and shall deliver them 

(Psalm 33:8). 

The fear of God is the beginning of his love (Ecclesiasticus 25:16). 

But the mercy of the Lord is from eternity and unto eternity upon them that fear him (Psalm 

102:17). 

This last quoted verse from Psalm 102 is quoted by Our Lady in her Magnificat: “And his mercy 

is from generation unto generations, to them that fear him” (Luke 1:50). 

With this verse the Blessed Mary turns from the “great things” God has done for her to those 

mercies God has given and will give more abundantly to the whole world. This second part of 

the Magnificat is filled with prophetic analogies. 
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The reign of mercy, the kingdom of God upon earth, established by the Christ, would endure in 

the Catholic Church for all generations. All those who fear God in this “house of Jacob” would 

receive the balm of His mercy. His throne is the tabernacle of our Churches, wherein the King of 

kings humbles Himself so that He may be approachable by all His faithful members. There is no 

thunder issuing from this royal cathedra, nothing that would make one afraid to approach. This, 

our tabernacle, is the Mercy Seat that sat on top of the Ark of the Covenant, sprinkled not with 

the blood of a heifer, but with the blood of the Lamb of God. “Let us go therefore with 

confidence,” St. Paul writes to the Hebrews, “to the throne of grace; that we may obtain mercy, 

and find grace in seasonable aid” (4:16). It is in the Blessed Eucharist, and especially in Holy 

Communion, that Christ applies and pledges His mercy to us Incarnationally. In this Great 

Sacrament we “Behold [and receive] this heart that has loved man so much and is loved so little 

in return.” 

What is this “fear of the Lord” that Mary lauds? It is, says the Psalmist, “the beginning of 

wisdom” (110:10). There is no virtue more often praised in the Bible, especially in the wisdom 

books, than the fear of the Lord. It is a dominant theme, with over two hundred verses 

applauding its importance as the foundation of true virtue. This one truth alone, namely, the 

equating of the gift of wisdom, in its very beginning, and fear of God, is repeated four times in 

the Old Testament. A few lesser known verses from Ecclesiasticus are well worth savoring: 

“How great is he that findeth wisdom and knowledge! but there is none above him that feareth 

the Lord” (25:13), “He that feareth the Lord shall tremble at nothing, and shall not be afraid for 

he is his hope,” (34:16), “The fear of God is the beginning of his love” (25:16), and from the 

Psalms, “O how great is the multitude of thy sweetness, O Lord, which thou hast hidden for them 

that fear thee” (30:20). 

Although scores of New Testament passages could be quoted, St. Paul’s exhortation to the 

Ephesians to “[be] subject to one another in the fear of Christ” (5:21), is sufficient to 

demonstrate the compatibility of a filial fear of God with a love of God. Nevertheless, Saint John 

the Apostle writes that “Fear is not in charity: but perfect charity casteth out fear, because fear 

hath pain. And he that feareth, is not perfected in charity. Let us, therefore, love God, for he hath 

first loved us” (1 John 4:18-19). This kind of fear, however, which St. John finds unworthy of a 

perfected man of Christ, is servile fear. 1 

It is the fear of punishment to come, as the Apostle states in the verse immediately preceding this 

one. He would have it that all the faithful, who live in the love of God, have confidence and not 

dread punishment. This is the man who fears as a devoted son, filially, lest by sinning he lose the 

love of so good a Father. 

Our Lady is not making any distinctions concerning the fear of the Lord in her Magnificat. She is 

praising the virtue as a salutary thing in itself. Whether it be servile or filial, the mercy of God 

will be upon those who fear Him. She who had received so much love from God, full of grace as 

she always was, could fear God only in the filial sense as His perfect daughter. 

Lastly, consider this: If the human soul of divine Our Savior was filled with the grace of the 

Holy Ghost, as it certainly always was, did He, as Man, need the seven gifts of the Holy Ghost? 

https://catholicism.org/holy-fear-of-the-lord-necessary-for-salvation.html#sdfootnote1sym
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Or, would His divinity make the gifts unnecessary for His soul, being that He, “by whom all 

things were made,” was co-eternal with the Father and the Third person of the Holy Trinity? 

The answer is “Yes,” Jesus had in His soul all the seven gifts of the Holy Ghost, including the 

fear of the Lord. Isaias foretold it of the Messiah, and this fear was not superfluous in Christ; it 

perfected His sinless humanity: 

“And there shall come forth a rod out of the root of Jesse, and a flower shall rise up out of his 

root. And the spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him: the spirit of wisdom, and of understanding, 

the spirit of counsel, and of fortitude, the spirit of knowledge, and of godliness. And he shall be 

filled with the spirit of the fear of the Lord. He shall not judge according to the sight of the eyes, 

nor reprove according to the hearing of the ears. But he shall judge the poor with justice, and 

shall reprove with equity for the meek of the earth”(Isaias 11:1-4). 

How can this be? Jesus could not sin, His human will was, and, of course, still is, hypostatically 

united to His Person, the eternal Son of God. So, even the filial fear that holy men have, and we 

all desire, which is the fear of offending so good a God and losing His grace, could not be a gift 

that Christ needed because His soul was in the beatific vision at all times and He could not ever 

lose this union. 

So, then, what was the “fear of the Lord” that Isaias foretold would rest upon the “flower” and 

“rod” of Jesse? One might ask the same of the gift of “godliness” (or “piety” as we say in 

preference to the Latin word.) 

Saint Thomas Aquinas, in his brilliant clarity of thought, answers both questions, after first 

posing objections to the true doctrine and then quoting Isaias in defense of the truth that in Christ 

there were all the seven gifts of the Holy Ghost: 

 

 

 

 

 

 


