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Introduction - Communion 

Have you ever wondered why Christians eat a small piece of bread and drink a sip of wine (or 

grape juice) in some church services? 

You’re not alone. 

For thousands of years, the Church has continued a practice called communion, or depending on 

different church traditions, the Lord’s Supper or the Eucharist. 

Communion uses bread as a symbol for Jesus’ body and wine as a symbol for His blood. Yes, it 

sounds strange. But why do Christians talk about eating Jesus’ body and drinking His blood? Are 

we cannibals? 

The Holy Communion, known also as the Lord’s Supper, represents the greatest expression of 

God’s love for His people. 

Two items are used in the Holy Communion—the bread which represents Jesus’ body that was 

scourged and broken before and during His crucifixion, and the cup which represents His shed 

blood. 

When Jesus walked on earth, He was vibrant, and His body was full of life and health. He was 

never sick. But before Jesus went to the cross, He was badly scourged by the Roman soldiers, 

and His body was torn as He hung on the cross. 

At the cross, God also took all our sicknesses and diseases and put them on Jesus’ originally 

perfect and healthy body, so that we can walk in divine health. That is why the Bible says by His 

stripes, we are healed (Isaiah 53:5, 1 Peter 2:24). 

In Luke 22:20, Jesus tells us that the cup is the “new covenant in My blood”, and the apostle 

Paul tells us that the blood of Jesus brings forgiveness of sins (Colossians 1:14, Ephesians 1:7). 

Where Did Communion Come From? 

Jesus started the tradition of communion. He instructed His followers to use bread and wine to 

remember the sacrifice He was going to make when He died for our sins on the cross (1 

Corinthians 11:23-26). 

Jesus called Himself “the bread of life,” which means that we’re nourished by Him, we survive 

because of Him, and He satisfies us when everything else leaves us empty (John 6:48-51). 

There’s a connection between our nearness to Jesus, believing in Him, and being fulfilled by 

Him (John 6:35). 

http://biblegateway.com/bible?version=ESV&passage=1%20Corinthians+11:23-26
http://biblegateway.com/bible?version=ESV&passage=1%20Corinthians+11:23-26
http://biblegateway.com/bible?version=ESV&passage=John+6:48-51
http://biblegateway.com/bible?version=ESV&passage=John+6:35
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The early Church celebrated Jesus by taking communion, sometimes every day (Acts 2:42-46). 

They saw that every time they gathered around a table to eat and drink, it was a chance to 

recognize Jesus and thank God for all He’s done. 

Reasons Not To Do Communion 

Taking communion doesn’t make you a Christian. It doesn’t save your soul or get you to heaven. 

God actually warns us about taking communion without considering what it means and why 

we’re doing it. The intent is not for us to mindlessly perform a ritual, but to intentionally set 

aside time to remember what Jesus has done and why He did it (1 Corinthians 11:27-31). 

Every time we gather around bread and wine, in church or in our homes, we remember Jesus is 

the one who provides all we need. 

Why Christians Do Communion 

It’s not about the bread and wine; it’s about the body and blood of Jesus. 

It’s not about the ritual or the method; it’s about listening to Jesus and doing what He says. 

Communion is not an obligation, but a celebration. 

Communion celebrates the Gospel: Jesus was broken for us so that we can be fixed by Him. 

Celebrating communion marks the story of Jesus, how He gave Himself completely to give us a 

better life, a new start, and a fresh relationship with God (1 Peter 3:18). It’s not about a ritual to 

revere, but a person to worship. Jesus is less concerned about the method of celebrating 

communion and more concerned that we celebrate it. 

As often as we remember Jesus, we should celebrate Jesus. 

Communion is important because it’s a command to remember. Jesus wants us to remember 

every time we taste bread and wine, and even when we sit at the tables in our own homes, that 

He is the one who provides all we need. He gives us the physical food that we need to survive 

and the spiritual nourishment we need to keep taking our next steps with Him. 

Besides being born again in Christ, a healthy body and mind are the greatest blessings anyone 

can have. And the Holy Communion is God’s ordained channel of healing and wholeness. 

On the night that He was betrayed, Jesus ate His last supper with His disciples. And knowing 

what He would accomplish through His sacrifice, He instituted the Holy Communion (Luke 

22:19–20, 1 Corinthians 11:24–25). 

http://biblegateway.com/bible?version=ESV&passage=Acts+2:42-46
http://biblegateway.com/bible?version=ESV&passage=1%20Corinthians+11:27-31
http://biblegateway.com/bible?version=ESV&passage=1%20Peter+3:18
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His loving instruction is that we are to remember Him as we partake of the Holy Communion. 

Jesus wanted us conscious of how His body was broken for our wholeness, and His blood was 

shed for the forgiveness of our sins. And whenever we partake in this consciousness, we 

“proclaim the Lord’s death till He comes” (1 Corinthians 11:26). 

Today, when we partake of the bread, we are declaring that Jesus’ health and divine life flows in 

our mortal bodies. And when we partake of the cup, we are declaring that we are forgiven and 

have been made righteous. Jesus’ blood gives us right standing before God, and we can go boldly 

into God’s presence (Hebrews 4:16). When we pray, we can be sure that God hears us! 

The significance of taking the Holy Communion  

During the last supper in Mathew 26:17-29, while Jesus was reclining at the table with his twelve 
disciples, he told them that “Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me.” 

Each one declining that it wouldn’t be them, Jesus replied, “The one who has dipped his hand 

into the bowl with me will betray me. 

 The Son of Man will go just as it is written about him. But woe to that man who betrays the Son 

of Man! It would be better for him if he had not been born.” 

 Mathew 6:26-28, tells us that while they were eating, Jesus took bread, and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body.” 

  

Then he took a cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all 

of you. This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of 

sins. 

According to the bible, Christians, partake of Holy Communion in remembrance of the body and 

blood of Jesus that was broken and poured at the cross. 

Taking Holy Communion does not only remind us of his suffering but also shows us the amount 

of love Jesus had for us. 

However to be able to share the blood and body of Jesus Christ, one must be born again. In other 

words must have gone through a self-examination, repentance, and confession. 

Jesus sacrificed his life for us so that we could have eternal life. Therefore, as Christians take 

Holy Communion, they proclaim the eternal life in heaven thatJesus Christ prepared for us to 

enjoy in the life after through his death and resurrection. 

Believers also celebrate as they are reminded that his resurrection led us in triumphant life and 

gloryas well as the depth to which Jesus descended on earth to suffer as a sinner for our sins. 
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The Holy Communion also reminds us of the width of his arms spread on the cross to bring all 

humankind into his embrace. 

As we partake, we joyfully proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes again. 

In John 6:53-54, Jesus tells us that unless one eats his body and drink his blood, we have no life. 

“Most assuredly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink His blood, 

you have no life in you.” 

He adds in John 6:54-56 that his body is food and his blood, a drink. Whoever ate his body and 

drunk his blood abides in him and he will do so with us too. 

“Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last 

day. For my flesh is food indeed, and my blood is drink indeed. He who eats my flesh and drinks 

my blood abides in me, and I in him.” 

By receiving the spiritual flesh and blood, Christ lives in us and us in him. We also learn that we 

must take the Holy Communion since only with the life of Christ in us, we have eternal life and 

will resurrect on the last day. 

Scriptures teach us that through Holy Communion, we also connect with Jesus Christ not only in 

the memory of his death, but in the spiritual life he gives to us. 

The bible also teaches us that in the experience of taking the Holy Communion, Christ is present 

to meet and strengthen his people. 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion 

In the sacrament of Holy Communion, God makes use of physical elements (bread and wine) so 

that with prayer and faith they become a means of experiencing God’s grace in a special way. 

Along with the sacrament of baptism, Holy Communion is a gift of God made effectual by the 

preaching of the Word and the response of faith. 

Some Christians call this sacrament the Holy Communion, stressing the union it brings us with 

God and with other Christians. Others call it the Lord’s Supper, recalling that meal at which 

Christ instituted the sacrament. Sill others name it the Eucharist, from a Greek word meaning 

thanksgiving, for in this sacrament we give thanks for all that God does for us in our Savior Jesus 

Christ. All these names rightly focus upon various aspects of this sacrament given us by Christ. 
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Past, present, and future significance of Holy Communion 

As we celebrate the Holy Communion, we are doing several things at once. In the first place, we 

are obeying Christ’s command, given at the last Supper, to “do this in remembrance of me” 

(Luke 22:19; 1 Corinthians 11:24-25). This is a special sort of remembering, however; for, as we 

share in the sacrament, it becomes for us the living sign of Christ’s sacrifice upon the cross, 

made for us once and for all time. 

In Holy Communion we also give thanks to God for all that God has done in creating and 

sustaining us, and, most of all, for redeeming us in Jesus Christ. We pray for the Holy Spirit to 

make this sacrament of our crucified and risen Savior effective and real for us so that we may 

receive renewed assurance of the forgiveness of our sin and be strengthened to live new lives in 

Christ for witness and service in the world. 

In receiving the elements of Holy Communion with faith and prayer we are truly joined to God 

in Christ and the Spirit. As we unite with our fellow members in the church in this act of 

worship, we also join with believers of all times and places who have celebrated this sacrament 

in the past. Moreover, as we share in this sacramental meal in the present, we anticipate the 

eternal banquet of God’s eternal and heavenly kingdom. In the Holy Communion, then, past, 

present, and future come together. 

Christ’s presence in Holy Communion 

Through the centuries there has been much discussion about Christ’s presence in the Holy 

Communion and how this presence is related to the physical elements (bread and wine) used in 

the sacrament. Some churches have maintained that when Christ said, “This is my body…this is 

my blood…,” he meant to leave us only a memorial meal. Others have insisted that Christ 

physically communicates his body and blood to us under the appearance of bread and wine. Still 

others have adopted positions somewhere in between. 

The Moravian Church has always tried to avoid being drawn into such disputes. Our earlier 

theologians sometimes spoke of a special sacramental presence of Christ that was different from 

a tangible physical presence, but was at the same time more than merely remembering a departed 

friend as one ate and drank. In any case, the Moravian Church has always taught that we should 

thankfully receive the grace and blessings that God gives us in this sacrament without trying to 

specify too rigidly how Christ is present. 

Celebrating Holy Communion 

In a Moravian celebration of the Holy Communion the emphasis is on the grace and work of God 

for us in the life, death, and resurrection of Christ, made present and active through the Holy 

Spirit. Everything is to be done with simplicity and dignity. This is why our ministers wear a 

plain white robe (surplice) while presiding at the sacrament. This is not a badge of office or rank, 

but rather a symbolic blanking out of the minister’s individual personality and ideas. Ultimately, 
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it is not the minister but Christ who presides at the sacrament, consecrates its elements, and gives 

grace as these elements are distributed and received. 

Who may receive Holy Communion 

Baptized members of the church may receive Holy Communion. This includes those who were 

baptized as adults and those who were baptized as children and have affirmed their baptism in 

confirmation. Baptized children, as they can begin to appreciate the gifts of Christ in Holy 

Communion, are also invited to partake of this sacrament after appropriate preparation by parents 

and pastors. 

Holy Communion and social responsibility 

God’s grace is never given only for our selfish benefit. As we receive love, forgiveness, and new 

life in God’s grace, that same grace directs us to proclaim the good news and share those gifts of 

God with others. As the Holy Communion recalls the ministry of Christ, strengthens our faith 

now, and anticipates the blessings of the heavenly realm, God also calls us to go out into the 

world to correct those inequalities and injustices that oppose Christ’s rule.  Christ in the Holy 

Communion does not allow us to feed our souls in contentment while others are starving. Christ 

calls us to go with him among the poor, the sick, the homeless, and the persecuted so that all may 

share in the feast of God’s visible and invisible gifts. 

Taking Communion at Home 

We are live in an unprecedented time in the history of the Church. Ordinarily, on Good 

Friday, tens of thousands of churches representing millions of people would be remembering the 

death of Jesus through the sacrament of Holy Communion. Now, in 2020, most of these churches 

will be empty. 

Of course, we will still be celebrating what the death of Jesus meant for us by participating in 

worship, prayer & the Word through ChurchAtHome! But what about #CommunionAtHome? 

Is this something we can practice in our own homes, without the presence of clergy or without 

the gathering of other Christians? 

In order to answer this question it will be helpful to refresh our understanding of the sacrament 

of Holy Communion. 

The origin of Holy Communion, or the Lord’s Supper as some call it (1 Corinthians 11:20) 

goes right back to Jesus. Each of the synoptic Gospels records the last meal that Jesus shared 

with his disciples on the night that he was betrayed (Matt. 26:26–30; Mark 14:22–26; Luke 

22:19–20): 

“Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave it to the 

disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” And he took a cup, and when he had given 

https://ruc.org.za/2020/04/taking-communion-at-home/
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thanks he gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it, all of you, for this is my blood of the covenant, 

which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. I tell you I will not drink again of this 

fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.” And when 

they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives”  

Matthew 26:26-30 

The significance of the symbolism in this event is connected to the occasion of this meal, which 

was the Passover festival (Matthew 26:17). This important celebration commemorated the 

deliverance of the Israelites from Egypt, through the last of the ten plagues (Exodus 12). 

It was on this last night in Egypt that the angel of death killed the firstborn male from every 

household (including livestock!), except for those in God’s covenant community, who identified 

themselves by painting the blood of an unblemished lamb on their doorposts. God commanded 

that on this last night a special meal be made to commemorate this event, a meal which included 

unleavened bread. 

When Jesus then took bread and a cup on the night of the Passover, and connected it to his 

coming death, he redefined the elements of this sacred meal! He would become the passover 

lamb (1 Corinthians 5:7)! 

What that means for us is that our ‘participation’ (1 Corinthians 10:16) in the ‘body’ (bread) and 

‘blood’ (cup) of communion symbolically identifies us with those who have now finally, and 

fully, been saved from eternal death! 

This leads us to an important principle that we hold to. We believe that Communion is for 

those who identify Jesus as their Saviour. 

Just as the blood painted on the doorposts identified the Israelites as God’s covenant people, so 

our participation in drinking the cup (and eating the bread) identifies us as the ones who are 

members of God’s New Covenant (Matthew 26:17, Mark 14:24, Luke 22:20). That is: it is one of 

the ways that we symbolically identify ourselves as Christians! 

Note: participating in Holy Communion does not make us Christians, it simply makes visible, or 

identifies, declares, demonstrates, that we already are Christians! 

The apostle Paul would later say that those who partake in the body/bread of communion are 

those who ‘discern the body’, that is, those who already recognise Jesus as their sacrifice (1 

Corinthians 11:29). 

This is why Augustine called the sacraments ‘visible words’, meaning that the simple act of 

eating and drinking in the Communion meal is a declaration of our belief. The means of our 

salvation will always and only be by grace alone through faith alone!  
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If we were at Church we would emphasise and stress this point: Communion is for believers! 

Don’t take this lightly in the less formal environment of your homes! 

It also means that parents need to be discerning of their children participating in communion. We 

have provided additional communication for parents on this, but the bottom-line is that anyone 

can participate, so long as they themselves would identify as Christians, and ‘discern the body’ of 

Jesus (symbolically) in the bread, and similarly his blood with the cup. 

Since there is such significance to Holy Communion, which perhaps makes it better suited 

to celebrating at Church, why then are we inviting you to participate at home? 

The answer again goes back to the occasion of Jesus’ last supper, the Passover. Here God 

commanded this to be a sacred feast to be kept “throughout your generations, as a statute 

forever” (Exodus 12:14). Again, Jesus adds to this in his re-interpretation of Passover (and the 

institution of Holy Communion) by saying we are to “do this in remembrance of me” (1 

Corinthians 11:24-25). 

This is one of the reasons God gave us this particular ordinance as an observance, simply as a 

reminder of what Christ has done. This is not so much because we are in danger of forgetting, 

but we are in danger of distancing ourselves from the central event of Jesus’ sacrifice to the 

point where it no longer functions as the controlling centre of our lives! 

We don’t know how long lockdown will last, or how long we will be restricted from gathering. 

We take seriously Jesus’ instruction to ‘remember’, and realise that as believers we should never 

move far from refreshing ourselves with the truth of the sacrifice of Jesus! 

There is a second reason why we believe it’s significant to participate in communion at this time.  

After affirming Jesus’ command for us to remember his sacrifice through this meal Paul adds: 

“For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he 

comes” (1 Corinthians 11:26). 

This means that there is a ‘proclamation’ or ‘preaching’ element to communion: it communicates 

something! It communicates the gospel in ‘visible words’ to those around us. 

For now that may only include members of our immediate household, some of whom may not 

yet be followers of Jesus. Don’t underestimate the ‘preaching’ effect that your participation in 

Communion may have! 

And let’s not forget the effect that our combined proclamation under such extraordinary 

circumstances may have on a watching world. Perhaps more than ever the world needs to see 

people ‘participating’ in the hope of Jesus! 

One more thing: sometimes we as Christians need this ‘preaching’ of the gospel more than 

anyone else! In these days of fear, doubt, uncertainty and the threat of hopelessness, we need to 



 

COMMUNION & SPEAKING IN TONGUES ALL NATIONS BIBLE INSTITUTIONS & PROJECTS 

 

COMMUNION & SPEAKING IN TONGUES 

remind ourselves, ‘preach to ourselves’, the certainty of the victory of Jesus! The ordinance of 

Communion not only communicates to the world, but also to our own hearts, and provides much 

needed assurance. 

We look forward to proclaiming the death of Jesus with you in this powerful  

“And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they 

received their food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having favour with all the 

people. And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved”  

Acts 2:46-47 

 

An Act of Spiritual Communion 

My Jesus,  

I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  

I love You above all things,  

and I desire to receive You into my soul.  

Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally,  

come at least spiritually into my heart.  

I embrace You as if You were already there  

and unite myself wholly to You.  

Never permit me to be separated from You. 

Speaking in Tongues 

Did you know you can interpret your own tongue at home, just between you and the Lord? 

Many Christians speak in tongues, but struggle to understand the purposes and benefits of 

speaking in tongues. The gift of interpretation of tongues can help tremendously in that regard. 

We believe God is eager and excited to pour out the gift of interpretation on the body of 

Christ right now, and we are seeing Him move powerfully through this gift! 

God is using the gift of interpretation to show His people how their spirit longs for deep intimacy 

and closeness with Him. He is also using the gift of interpretation to deliver words of knowledge 

and other prophetic messages to His people. He is working through those divine messages to 

deliver people, draw people closer to Himself, give them direction and guidance, and to bless 

people in all kinds of ways. 

As a result of God working through the gift of interpretation, we have seen people get confirmed 

in their calling and step out in faith to plant a church. We have seen people get divine direction 

for their daily lives, ministries, and businesses. We have seen people being profoundly impacted 
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and encouraged by words of knowledge. We have even seen one person get set free of a 

spiritual stronghold that bound them for 24 years! All as a result of God working through the 

gift of interpretation of tongues! 

Scripture tells us that the gift of prophecy is greater than the gift of tongues unless the gift of 

interpretation is added into the mix. 

“I would like every one of you to speak in tongues, but I would rather have you prophesy. The 

one who prophesies is greater than the one who speaks in tongues, unless someone interprets, 

so that the church may be edified.” (1 Corinthians 14:5 NIV) 

Right now, God is moving in mighty ways through the gift of interpretation of tongues. If you 

would like to know more about the gift of interpretation, we share more detailed testimonies in 

this video: 

What is Speaking in Tongues? 

Speaking in tongues, also known as glossolalia, is a spiritual gift in which the gifted person 

speaks words in a language unknown to them, as they are empowered by the Holy Spirit. 

Some Christians believe they speak in heavenly languages, or languages of angels. Others 

believe God gives them a personal prayer language that the Holy Spirit uses to enable them to 

pray. Still other Christians believe they are speaking in certain earthly languages that are not 

known to them. 

However, some believe that God only enables certain people to hear a tongue speaker in their 

own earthly language, no matter what language the tongue speaker is using. The latter seems to 

be a closer technical match to the testimony of the visitors from around the world on the day of 

Pentecost: 

“And how is it that we hear, each of us in his own native language?” – Acts 2:8 (ESV) 

The practice of speaking in tongues can increase one’s intimacy with God, or reveal things that 

would otherwise be unknown to tongue speakers and interpreters. This spiritual gift also allows 

the Holy Spirit to pray through a person in ways—and for people or situations—they would not 

know how to pray for on their own. 

“For one who speaks in a tongue speaks not to men but to God; for no one understands him, but 

he utters mysteries in the Spirit.” – 1 Corinthians 14:2 (ESV) 

1) What is the purpose of speaking in tongues? The purpose of speaking in tongues is to 

increase one’s intimacy with the Lord, build up the body of Christ, and help others. At select 

times and places, it can also be a sign to unbelievers. The sign that most often manifests is that 

the unbeliever is enabled to hear and understand the tongue speaker in their own language. 

However, Scripture clearly describes and outlines other types, uses, and purposes of tongues. 
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2) What are the benefits of speaking in tongues? The tongue speaker is built up in various 

ways, and if there is an interpreter, others in the body of Christ are edified as well. People also 

benefit from powerful prayers that would not be possible without the gift. At select times and 

places, according to the will of the Holy Spirit, tongues can also be a sign to unbelievers, 

enabling them to see the truth of the Gospel. 

3) What does speaking in tongues feel like emotionally? Some believers report highly 

emotional experiences, while others report no particular emotions being attached to the 

experience at all. Some feel a profound sense of peace. Others feel a sense of connection to and 

deep intimacy with the Holy Spirit. Still others have a strong sense that their faith has been 

increased. A single believer can report any or all of these different experiences at different times. 

4) Is there a difference between speaking in tongues and praying in tongues? If so, what is 

the difference? Some Bible teachers believe there is a difference. As author Matthew Schwab 

notes, “All prayer is speaking, but not all speaking is prayer.” For example, some speaking could 

be thought of as “praise and worship” as opposed to strictly prayer. 

Some Bible teachers also believe that most or all Christians should be able to pray in tongues 

through a personal prayer language, while there is a greater gift distributed by the Holy Spirit to 

certain individuals that allows them to speak out messages in a tongue which can be interpreted 

by someone with the gift of interpretation, or heard by an unbeliever in their own language (for a 

sign). The Bible also mentions a gift of “different kinds of tongues.” 

All of that said, it’s important not to get too hung up on trying to label or categorize spiritual 

gifts. We should seek to understand the gifts, but we should avoid adding any requirements or 

restrictions that are not found in Scripture. 

The Bible doesn’t really draw hard lines around definitions or even explanations of how the 

spiritual gifts will work. For example, Paul clearly describes a private, devotional use of tongues 

as well as a public use, but he uses the same phrase (speaking in tongues) for both. 

In Scripture, the Holy Spirit seems to leave Himself plenty of leeway for how the spiritual gifts 

will manifest and operate among various believers, or at various times. The Holy Spirit does not 

box Himself in, and therefore, neither should we. 

5) Why don’t tongues sound like a real language to me? Several different possibilities for this 

are explored in the book. It could have to do with similarities (or the lack thereof) between one’s 

native tongue and the tongue being spoken. It could also have to do with the level at which an 

individual (or even the body as a whole) is developed in their use of the gift. 

6) Why do some people’s tongues sound so repetitive? This topic is explored in detail in the 

Speaking in Tongues book. However, the short (and obvious) answer is that the tongue is 

repetitive because the speaker is saying the same thing over and over. Think about how many 

times we use the same words repetitively when praying in our native tongue: “Heavenly Father, 

Dear God, Jesus, Holy Spirit, thank you, please, help, bless, provide, lead, give us, etc.” 
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7) Can today’s believers speak or pray in an earthly language that is unknown to 

them? Believers in modern times share testimonies of praying or speaking in a tongue, only to 

have someone nearby come up and ask them how or where they learned Hebrew, Mandarin, 

Farsi, etc. This is what the Bible refers to when it says that tongues are a sign for unbelievers. 

The unbeliever is experiencing something miraculous which confirms the divine nature of the 

message, enabling them to see the truth of the Gospel. 

Ministry leaders like John Bevere, Perry Stone, Sid Roth, and Pastor Chris Hodges, as well as 

modern missionaries, have shared well-documented testimonies of this taking place in current 

times. However, those same people note that this is not the only use of tongues the Holy Spirit 

gives to them. This testimony, of course, agrees with Scripture which describes speaking in 

tongues of angels, praying in a devotional prayer language, speaking in tongues as a miraculous 

sign, and speaking in tongues for someone else to interpret. 

It’s possible that the Holy Spirit only allows people to hear in their own language. It’s possible 

that tongue speakers are actually speaking in an earthly language they’ve never learned. And it’s 

also possible that the Holy Spirit does both of those things at different times. 

Again, this is an area where we have a tendency to want to box Him in and decide that we know 

exactly how He does it, or to declare that He must always do it a certain way. But in Scripture, 

He leaves the descriptions of these manifestations open to interpretation, and He never states that 

He will or won’t always do it a certain way. 

He’s a very creative God. We have to get past our hangups, and our fleshly need to categorize 

and label everything. We have to let Him be creative. 

We have to let Him be God.  

8) How do I receive the gift of speaking in tongues? Receiving the gift of speaking in tongues 

normally involves yielding yourself to the Lord, asking Him to fill you with the Holy Spirit, and 

possibly having others pray over you to receive spiritual gifts. The chapter called “The Baptism 

of the Holy Spirit” should be quite helpful to you, and it is available for free in the download 

above. It is one of the chapters included in the free excerpt. 

9) How do I get started interpreting tongues? The primary way to get started is to seek the 

Lord for this gift. He imparted the gift to Chris McKinney while Chris read through the initial 

manuscript of the Speaking in Tongues book. All Chris did was ask, which is actually all 

Scripture tells us to do. “Therefore, one who speaks in a tongue should pray that he may 

interpret.” – 1 Corinthians 14:13 (ESV) 

10) What does scientific research say about speaking in tongues? Scientific research confirms 

that the practice of speaking in tongues produces activity in the brain which is unlike any other 

known spiritual practice. Andrew Newberg, MD, has done some interesting research on speaking 

and praying in tongues. His research, as well as that of some others, is covered at a high level in 

the book. 
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Reasons to Pray in Tongues 

There is more to being filled with the Holy Spirit than speaking in tongues. Since speaking in an 

unknown language is the initial evidence of the infilling of the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:4), it is an 

integral part of receiving the Holy Spirit. Speaking in tongues is also an essential part of the 

believer’s devotional prayer life. The Apostle Paul said, “I thank my God, I speak with tongues 

more than ye all” (1 Cor. 14:18). 

In writing to the Church at Corinth, Paul specifically encouraged Christians to follow the 

practice of speaking with tongues in their private prayer lives. He gave several reasons for it. 

1. Devotional Use 

There is the devotional use of tongues. First Corinthians 14:2 says, “For he who speaks in a 

‘tongue’ addresses God, not man; no one understands him; he is talking of divine secrets in the 

Spirit” (Moffatt). Here, Paul is talking about the individual Spirit-filled believer employing the 

use of tongues in his prayer life. Through speaking in tongues, you can pray out the plan of God 

for your life by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

2. Spiritual Edification 

Tongues are also used as a means of spiritual edification. First Corinthians 14:4 says, “He that 

speaketh in an unknown tongue edifieth himself.” The word edifieth means “to build up.” Verse 

14 in the Amplified Bible Classic reads, “My spirit [by the Holy Spirit within me] prays, but my 

mind is unproductive.” Speaking in tongues isn’t mental edification; it is spiritual edification. 

3. Worshiping God 

For believers who are filled with the Holy Spirit, tongues are used in their worship and devotion 

to God. The Bible says in Acts 10:46 concerning Cornelius and his household when they began 

to speak with tongues, “For they heard them speak with tongues, and magnify God.” Speaking 

with tongues is a supernatural way to magnify God. 

4. Doorway to the Supernatural 

Speaking with tongues is the doorway into all the other spiritual gifts. Some people want to 

experience all the gifts of the Spirit at once, but you have to go through the door to get into the 

supernatural. Also, it is as the Spirit of God wills, not as we will (1 Cor. 12:11). In other words, 

you can’t force or “put on” a manifestation of the gifts of the Spirit. 

The Bible teaches us to desire spiritual gifts (1 Cor. 14:1). The Bible also teaches us to earnestly 

covet the best gifts (1 Cor. 12:31). But remember that those words were written to people who 

already spoke in tongues. They weren’t written to people who did not speak with tongues. 
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I have found in my own life over a period of more than 60 years that the more I speak in 

tongues—the more I pray and worship God in tongues—the more manifestation of the other gifts 

of the Spirit I have in my life too. And the less I speak in tongues, the less manifestation of the 

supernatural gifts of the Holy Spirit I have operating in my life. 

God has given each of us a supernatural means of edifying ourselves, or building ourselves up, 
spiritually. God has given to us a supernatural means of communicating with and worshiping Him. Are 
you as a Spirit-filled believer taking full advantage of the gift of tongues? 

The Laying on of Hands  

A Precious (and Misunderstood) Means of Grace Today  

What does the Bible teach about “the laying on of hands,” and how should this ancient ritual 

function, or not, in the church today? 

Like anointing with oil, much confusion often surrounds these outward signs which the New 

Testament has very little (but something) to say.  

Like fasting, the laying on of hands and anointing with oil go hand in hand with prayer. Because 

of the way God has made the world, and wired our own hearts, on certain special occasions we 

reach for something tangible, physical, and visible to complement, or serve as a sign of, what is 

happening invisibly and what we’re capturing with invisible words. 

Before turning to what the New Testament teaches about the laying on of hands today, let’s first 

get our bearings by looking at how this practice arose, functioned, and developed in the story of 

God’s people. 

First-Covenant Foundations 

Throughout the Bible, we find both positive and negative senses of “the laying on of hands,” as 

well as “general” (everyday) or “special” (ceremonial). 

In the Old Testament, the general use is most often negative: to “lay hands” on someone is to 

inflict harm (Genesis 22:12; 37:22; Exodus 7:4; Nehemiah 13:21; Esther 2:21; 3:6; 6:2; 8:7), or 

in Leviticus 24:14 to visibly lay God’s curse on the person who will bear it. We also find a 

special use, especially in Leviticus (1:4; 3:2, 8, 13; 4:4, 15, 24, 29, 33; 16:21; also Exodus 29:10, 

15, 19; Numbers 8:12), where the duly appointed priests “lay hands” on a sacrifice to 

ceremonially place God’s righteous curse on the animal, instead of on the sinful people. For 

instance, on the Day of Atonement, the climactic day of the Jewish year, the high priest 

https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/one-essential-oil
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“shall lay both his hands on the head of the live goat, and confess over it all the iniquities of the 

people of Israel, and all their transgressions, all their sins. And he shall put them on the head of 

the goat and send it away into the wilderness.” (Leviticus 16:21) 

This special (or ceremonial) laying on of hands is likely what Hebrews 6:1 refers to when 

mentioning six teachings, among others, in the first covenant (“the elementary doctrine of 

Christ”) that prepared God’s people for the new covenant: “repentance from dead works and of 

faith toward God, and of instruction about washings, the laying on of hands, the resurrection of 

the dead, and eternal judgment” (Hebrews 6:1–2). 

While the majority of Old-Testament mentions involve priests and first-covenant ceremonies 

(passing the curse to the substitute), two texts in particular (both in Numbers) anticipate how “the 

laying on of hands” would come to be used in the church age (passing a blessing to a formally 

recognized leader). In Numbers 8:10, God’s people lay their hands on the priests to officially 

commission them as their representatives before God, and in Numbers 27:18, God instructs 

Moses to lay his hands on Joshua to commission him formally as the new leader of the nation. 

Jesus’s Hands and His Apostles 

When we come to the Gospels and Acts, we find a noticeable shift in the typical use of “the 

laying on of hands.” A small sampling still conveys the general/negative sense (to harm or seize, 

related to the scribes and priests seeking to arrest Jesus, Luke 20:19; 21:12; 22:53), but now with 

the Son of God himself among us, we find a new positive use of the phrase, as Jesus lays his 

hands on people to bless and to heal. 

Jesus’s most common practice in healing is touch, often described as “laying his hands on” the 

one to be healed (Matthew 9:18; Mark 5:23; 6:5; 7:32; 8:22–25; Luke 13:13). Jesus also “lays his 

hands” on the little children who come to him, to bless them (Matthew 19:13–15; Mark 10:16). 

In Acts, once Jesus has ascended into heaven, his apostles (in effect) become his hands. Now 

they, like their Lord, heal with touch. Ananias “lays his hands” on Paul, three days after the 

Damascus road encounter, to restore his sight (Acts 9:12, 17). And Paul’s hands, in turn, become 

channels of extraordinary miracles (Acts 14:3; 19:11), including the laying of his hands on a sick 

man on Malta to heal him (Acts 28:8). 

What’s new in the Gospels is Jesus’s healing through “the laying on of hands,” but what’s new in 

Acts is the giving and receiving of the Holy Spirit through “the laying on of hands.” As the 

gospel makes progress from Jerusalem and Judea, to Samaria, and then beyond, to the ends of 

the earth (Acts 1:8), God is pleased to use the apostles’ laying on of hands as a visible marker 

and means of the coming of the Spirit among new people and places — first in Samaria (Acts 

8:17) and then beyond, in Ephesus (19:6). 
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In the Church Today 

Finally, in the New Testament Epistles, as we begin to see what is normative in the church today, 

we find two remaining uses from Acts which echo the two mentions above in Numbers (8:10 and 

27:18), and set the course for Paul’s references in 1 and 2 Timothy. 

In Acts 6:6, when the church has chosen seven men to serve as official assistants to the apostles, 

“These they set before the apostles, and they prayed and laid their hands on them.” Here again, 

as in Numbers, we find a kind of commissioning ceremony. The visible sign of the laying on of 

hands publicly marks the beginning of a new formal ministry for these seven, recognizing them 

before the people and asking for God’s blessing on their labors. 

So also, when the church responds to the Spirit’s directive, “Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul 

for the work to which I have called them” (Acts 13:2), then “after fasting and praying they laid 

their hands on them and sent them off” (Acts 13:3). Like Acts 6:6, this is a formal commission 

performed in public, with the collective request for God’s blessing on it. 

Commission to Ministry 

In 1 Timothy 4:14, Paul charges Timothy, his official delegate in Ephesus, 

Do not neglect the gift you have, which was given you by prophecy when the council of elders 

laid their hands on you. 

For our purposes here, the point is not precisely what gift Timothy received (though both the 

previous and following verses mention teaching), but how the elders commissioned him into his 

formal role. Timothy was sent off for this specific assignment with the public recognition of the 

recognized leaders — not only by their words, but through the visible, tangible, memorable 

laying on of their hands. This public ceremony may be what Paul refers to in 2 Timothy 1:6 

when he mentions a gift of God in Timothy “through the laying on of my hands.” 

The last key text, and perhaps most instructive, is also in 1 Timothy. Again Paul writes, 

Do not be hasty in the laying on of hands, nor take part in the sins of others; keep yourself pure. 

(1 Timothy 5:22) 

Now the subject is not Timothy’s own commissioning, but his part in commissioning others. The 

charge from Paul comes in a section about elders, honoring the good and disciplining the bad (1 

Timothy 5:17–25). When leaders like Paul, Timothy, and others in the church formally lay their 

hands on someone for a particular new ministry calling, they put their seal of approval on the 

candidate and share, in some sense, in the fruitfulness and failures to come. 
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Laying on of hands, then, is the opposite of washing one’s hands like Pilate did. When the elders 

lay their hands on a candidate for ministry, they both commission him to a particular role of 

service and they commend him to those among whom he will serve. 

God Gives the Grace 

With both the laying on of hands and anointing with oil, the elders come before God, in special 

circumstances, with a spirit of prayer and particular requests, but whereas anointing with oil asks 

for healing, the laying on of hands asks for blessing on forthcoming ministry. Anointing with oil 

in James 5:14 privately commends the sick to God for healing; the laying on of hands in 1 

Timothy 5:22 publicly commends the candidate to the church for an official ministry. Anointing 

sets the sick apart and expresses the need for God’s special care. Laying on hands sets apart a 

qualified leader for specific ministry and signals fitness to bless others. 

Laying on of hands, then — like anointing or fasting or other external rituals for the church — is 

not magic and does not, as some claim, automatically confer grace. Rather, it is a “means of 

grace,” and accompanies words of commendation and corporate prayer, for those who believe. 

Like baptism, the laying on of hands is a kind of inaugural sign and ceremony, an initiating rite 

— a way of making an invisible reality visible, public, and memorable, both for the candidate 

and for the congregation, and then through the candidate and congregation to the world. 

It serves as a means of grace to the candidate in affirming God’s call through the church and in 

providing a tangible, physical moment to remember when ministry gets hard. It’s also a means of 

God’s grace to the commissioning leaders, who extend and expand their heart and work through 

a faithful candidate. And it’s a means of God’s grace to the congregation, and beyond, in 

clarifying who are the official leaders to whom they will seek to submit to (Hebrews 13:7, 17). 

And in it all, the giver and blesser is God. He extends and expands the ministry of the leaders. He 

calls, sustains, and makes fruitful the ministry of the candidate. And he enriches, matures, and 

catalyzes the congregation to love and good works, to minister to each other, and beyond, served 

by the teaching, wisdom, and faithful leadership of the newly appointed elder, deacon, or 

missionary. 

The Doctrine of Laying On Of Hands  

Laying on of hands is one of the six fundamental principles of the doctrine of the Lord Jesus 

Christ listed in 

Hebrews 6:1–2. Jesus Himself freely employed laying on of hands to heal people. In Mark 

chapter 6, we see Jesus in His hometown of Nazareth: 

MARK 6:5 (NKJV) 

5 Now He could do no mighty work there, except that He laid His hands on a few sick people 

and healed them. 
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 Notice this text is speaking of Jesus. It doesn't say He wouldn't do mighty works in Nazareth. It 

says He couldn't. It seems, therefore, that the laying on of hands will work when nothing else 

will! The few who were healed that day were healed by the laying on of Jesus' hands. 

Another example of Jesus' laying hands on someone is found in Matthew 8:15. The Bible says 

when Jesus entered Peter's house, He found Peter's mother-in-law sick with a fever. "So He 

touched her hand, and the fever left her. And she arose and served them" (NKJV). 

MARK 8:22–25 (NKJV) 

22 Then He came to Bethsaida; and they brought a blind man to Him, and begged Him to 

touch him. 

23 So He took the blind man by the hand and led him out of the town. And when He had 

spit on his eyes and put His hands on him, He asked him if he saw anything. 

24 And he looked up and said, "I see men like trees, walking." 

25 Then He put His hands on his eyes again and made him look up. And he was restored 

and saw everyone clearly. 

This blind man was healed by the laying on of Jesus' hands. Some may say, "Jesus prayed for 

that blind man twice." I do not know that He prayed for him at all. The Bible does not say that 

He prayed. The Bible says He laid hands on him twice! It is scripturally correct to lay your 

hands, a second time, on a sick person, if necessary. It's good to know what Jesus did in certain 

circumstances. Then we will know what to do. 

MARK 7:32–33, 35 (NKJV) 

32 Then they brought to Him one who was deaf and had an impediment in his speech, and 

they begged Him to put His hand on him. 

33 And He took him aside from the multitude, and put His fingers in his ears, and He spat 

and touched his tongue. . . . 

35 Immediately his ears were opened, and the impediment of his tongue was loosed, and he 

spoke plainly. 

In the above two cases, notice that groups of people brought the blind man and the deaf man to 

Jesus. These people, as well as the sick themselves, believed in the laying on of hands and got 

results. 

If you want the laying on of hands to work for you, you have to believe in it. Without faith, the 

laying on of hands is merely a ritual, and nothing will happen. 

In the case of the deaf man, Scripture does not say that the people asked Jesus to heal the man, 

although that is inferred. It says they asked Him to put His hands on him. 

MARK 5:22–23 (NKJV) 

22 And behold, one of the rulers of the synagogue came, Jairus by name. And when he saw 

Him, he fell at His feet 
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23 and begged Him earnestly, saying, "My little daughter lies at the point of death. Come 

and lay Your hands on her, that she may be healed, and she will live." 

Jairus believed in the laying on of hands. He didn't say, "Come and pray for her." He said, 

"Come and lay Your hands on her, that she may be healed." Jairus believed his daughter would 

be healed when hands were laid on her. 

We know from Scripture that the child died before Jesus reached Jairus' house. But Mark 5:41 

(NKJV) says, "Then He took the child by the hand." In other words, Jesus touched her. He took 

her by the hand. She was raised from the dead and was healed. 

Jesus laid hands on sick people, and He exhorted believers to lay hands on the sick too. Jesus 

said in Mark 16:18 (NKJV), "They will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover." 

Who will lay hands on the sick? The answer is found in the 15th verse where Jesus told His 

disciples, " 'Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature' " (NKJV). One of the 

signs that shall follow those who believe is, "They will lay hands on the sick, and they will 

recover." 

People still preach repentance and water baptism. Nobody objects to that. Why not, then, preach 

all of the Great Commission? 

The disciples took Jesus seriously. Acts 5:12 (NKJV) says, "And through the hands of the 

apostles many signs and wonders were done among the people." 

Paul practiced the laying on of hands too. In Acts chapter 28, we find Paul shipwrecked on an 

island. The father of the ruler of the island was ill, so Paul went to his house "and prayed, and he 

laid his hands on him and healed him" (v. 8 NKJV). The man was healed through the laying on 

of hands. 

Scripture goes on to say that the islanders brought their sick to Paul and he ministered to them. 

Obviously Paul ministered by the laying on of hands. 

ACTS 19:11–12 (NKJV) 

11 Now God worked unusual miracles by the hands of Paul, 

12 so that even handkerchiefs or aprons were brought from his body to the sick, and the 

diseases left them and the evil spirits went out of them. 

Here, not only were the sick healed, but the demonized were delivered as cloths Paul had laid his 

hands on were laid upon their bodies. 

Some will say, "The apostles could do that, but it's not for us today." This is a worn-out lie that 

no one should be listening to! Jesus didn't say these signs would follow just the apostles. To say 

that we cannot lay hands on the sick today is to say that one of the fundamental principles of the 

doctrine of Christ has been done away with. 
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If laying on of hands for healing has been done away with, no one would have a right to believe 

in the doctrine of repentance. 

I'm not going to take anything away from the doctrine of Christ. I believe all of it. I am a 

follower of Christ. I am a stickler for the doctrine of Christ. And one of the doctrines is laying on 

of hands. 

(Editor's Note: This article has been adapted from Kenneth E. Hagin's minibook Laying On of 

Hands.) 

Stay the Course 

Luke 8:22 (NLT): “Jesus said to His disciples, “Let us go over to the other side of the lake.” 

So they got into a boat and set out.” 
  

When Jesus told his disciples to “go over to the other side”, they were fully aware of the dangers. Many 

of Jesus’ disciples were seasoned fishermen and they knew just how treacherous the Sea of Galilee 

could be. Yet, out of nowhere, a violent storm broke out that night, causing their boat to be thrown 

about by enormous, terrifying waves. While the disciples cried out in a state of utter panic and chaos, 

convinced they were about to meet their end, Jesus was peacefully sleeping. When we face situations 

that catch us off guard and cause us to become unravelled, there is a way to be in peace. As long as 

Jesus in your ‘boat’, you will be able to call on Him, and draw from the authority He has given you to 

rebuke that wind and speak peace to the waves. You won’t have to abandon ship, or steer off course 

from the purpose He set out for you. Today, be confident that whatever storm you face will not 

overcome you. Enter God’s rest, use the authority He has given you, and you will reach your destination 

victorious and unharmed 

Jesus Our Good Shepherd! 

John 10:11 (NKJV): “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd gives His life for the 

sheep.” 
  

Any shepherd might get frustrated or angry with a sheep that mindlessly walks away from him. But Jesus 

is the Good Shepherd; and the Bible says He, like His Father, is gracious, slow to anger and full of mercy 

and loving kindness. Luke 19:10 says, “The Son of Man (Jesus) came to look for the lost and save them.” 

Before we gave our lives to the Lord a chasm existed between us and God because sin separated us 

from the safety of His Presence (Psalm 5:4). Not only is Jesus not angry with us for our wilful behaviour, 

but He took our sin upon Himself and exchanged it for His righteousness. Giving us the freedom to 

confidently come right into His Presence and remain there (Ephesians 2:13). Know that your Good 

Shepherded loves you more than His Own life. Today, confidently lean into His arms and yield to His 

leading you into a life of hope, purpose, and victory over sin 
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Take Off Those Grave Clothes 

John 11:1 (MEV): “He who was dead came out, his hands and feet wrapped with grave 

clothes, and his face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them, ‘Unbind him, and let him go.’” 
When we become born again, and surrender our lives to the Lordship of Jesus Christ, we become a new 

creation. Our old, dead, hopeless lives are resurrected into a new life in Christ. We might not feel like it, 

but the very nature of Christ is the new nature that our spirits take on. It takes faith to believe we are 

who Christ has made us. There must be a complete abandonment of whatever ungodly notions we held 

onto before, and an acceptance of what and who He says we are. Essentially, we have no business 

holding on to the very things He has freed us from. Whatever labels you have accepted concerning 

yourself, if they don’t align with who God says you are, let them go today. Take off the grave clothes and 

put on the new nature that is yours in Christ Jesus, and do it by faith. Receive the newness of life in Him; 

walk as the overcomer He says you are; exercise the authority He has given you; speak the words He has 

spoken concerning you, and expect the future He has promised 

Redeemed 

Galatians 3:13-14 (AMPC): “Christ purchased our freedom [redeeming us] from the curse of 

the Law [and its condemnation] by [Himself] becoming a curse for us... To the end that 

through Christ Jesus, the blessing [promised] to Abraham might come upon the Gentiles, so 

that we through faith might [all] receive [the realization of] the promise of the [Holy] Spirit.” 
The finished work of the cross has enabled and empowered every person who receives Jesus Christ as 

their Lord, to a brand new life of covenant blessing. Through faith, we can walk in the full redemption 

Christ gave His lifeblood for us to have. It was a high price for Him to pay for our freedom. We have been 

delivered from the curse of sin, poverty, sickness, and every oppression of the enemy. What’s more: this 

new covenant we have in Him ensures His Own Holy Spirit indwelling us. The life, power, and 

communion we have with Him, is far more rewarding and satisfying than anything we could dream or 

imagine. It is a continuous sharing and exchange of intimate thoughts and feelings between His Spirit 

and ours. Now we can live knowing His supernatural life flows in us. We move led by His intent and 

purpose, and we have our being and identity securely founded in Him. Because of Redemption, we can 

enjoy this inseparable, intimate connection with our God and live out His purpose every moment of 

every day 
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Death Has No Sting 

Luke 23:43 (NIV): “Jesus answered him, ‘Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in 

paradise.’” 
  

There comes a time in everyone’s life to face the thought of death. In all the uncertainty that revolves 

around life after death, the Bible makes some things perfectly clear. Death removes us from everything 

we have on this earth: our loved ones; our possessions; our money; and all the things we may have built 

up over years of toil. However, for us who know the saving grace of Christ, death is not finality - only a 

transition from this world into the everlasting life we have with Jesus. A life more glorious than we can 

imagine; where there is no pain, sorrow, or toil. It’s a life where we can see our Saviour face to face and 

know Him fully, without the distractions and limitations of this sinful, broken world. Jesus took away the 

sting of death for us and has given us the assurance that those we loved and lost on earth, who gave 

their hearts to Him, will be in our lives once again. What a beautiful promise to hold on to! For us who 

are in Christ, to die is by no means the end of life, just the beginning of a far better one. It’s one you can 

enjoy too if you surrender your life to Jesus today. Accept His gift of grace that’s freely available to all 

and you’ll find death has no sting! 

 

Limitless 

Matthew 19:26(NKJV): "But Jesus looked at them and said to them,"With men this is 

impossible, but with God all things are possible." 
 

It's critically important for us to know and take full advantage of the ministry of the Holy Spirit in our 

lives. Without Him, we will always be limited to our own human wisdom and insight. In John 16:13, Jesus 

explained how the Holy Spirit is the Truth-giving Spirit, Who will guide us into the full Truth we cannot 

attain by ourselves. That's because He tells us whatever He hears from the Father. He is our direct link to 

God's heart and wisdom! Jesus also said the Holy Spirit will tell us things that will happen in the future, 

so we can be prepared. With Him actively working in our lives, all things are possible! That's because He 

is with us and in us. Most importantly, the Holy Spirit reveals Jesus to us; He never speaks of His Own or 

glorifies Himself, He always glorifies Jesus and makes Him real to us. Having a living, loving relationship 

with Him is more satisfying than anything we will ever experience in life. It is nothing less than 

miraculous. The love and power that flows freely from Him to us create opportunities that are simply 

limitless 
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Let Me See Again 

Acts 9:17b (NLT): “The Lord . . . has sent me so that you may see again…” 
  

As the Israelites were about to cross the Jordan River, they saw the waters retreat, allowing them to 

pass over dry ground. When they were ordered to capture the city of Jericho, they saw the mighty walls 

crumble to nothing. Unfortunately, the generation to follow didn’t care to know God or remember the 

demonstrations of His supernatural power for His people. The Book of Judges reveals this generation 

turning their backs on the ways of their predecessors, and choosing to do what was right in their own 

eyes. Just the same, we incur spiritual blindness as we became internally focused. Today, we can turn 

away from our self-centeredness and see the miraculous hand of God at work all around us.  Ask the 

Lord to open the eyes of your heart to see Him, and the world around you, through His perspective. It 

will empower you to move as one, with Him, to touch the lives of those who desperately need Him.   

 

The Power of Your Testimony 

John 4:28-29 (NLT): "The woman left her water jar beside the well and ran back to the 

village, telling everyone, 'Come and see a man who told me everything I ever did! Could he 

possibly be the Messiah?'" 
 

Our testimony remains one of the most powerful witnessing tools there is. The Bible says it's how we 

overcome the enemy, and His power to hold us in bondage (Revelation 12:11). When Jesus significantly 

touched and changed individuals' lives, their testimony told to those who personally knew their previous 

condition, caused a swell of eager, expectant followers, wanting to experience His power in their own 

lives. The secret was out: the Son of God personally came to demonstrate the good and loving nature of 

His Father by destroying the work of the devil and setting people free from his oppression. The same is 

true today; the best method for you to share the truth of the gospel is to tell others what God has done 

for you! Your testimony carries life and power that no one can take away. Don't allow fear to stop you 

from sharing God's goodness to you. He will use it to usher many into the Kingdom as you unashamedly 

share the truth 
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Receive Him with Joy! 

Luke 19:5-6 (KJV): "And when Jesus came to the place, He looked up, and saw him, and 

said unto him, Zacchaeus, make haste, and come down; for today I must abide at thy house. 

And he made haste, and came down, and received Him joyfully." 
 

For many Christians, Christmas time is spent being caught up in the hustle and bustle of chores, 

shopping, and preparations for celebrating the season together with loved ones. Everything has to be 

just perfect for when the guests arrive. In the Bible, there are a couple of accounts involving Jesus being 

the guest at someone's home. There's the time Mary and Martha entertained the Lord. Martha was so 

concerned with putting up an appearance and giving Jesus her best, she neglected the most important 

goal: enjoying His company. In the story of Zacchaeus, however, we find he had no time to adequately 

prepare for his guest, and yet his visit with Jesus changed his life forever! During the season of Christmas 

we can get so busy preparing that we neglect the One Who is the most important of all. We become so 

carried away with all the activities and festivities, and miss out on truly connecting with the One Who is 

the centre of and the very reason for the season. This Christmas, decide to prioritize spending time 

enjoying the Presence of your Saviour. Let His peace and joy be what lights up the atmosphere - 

wherever you spend time celebrating! 

 

He Is Your Peace 

Psalm 29:11 (KJV): "The Lord will give strength unto His people; the Lord will bless His 

people with peace." 
 

Who is the Lord to you? Many would ascribe all kinds of titles to Him, but the question at hand is this: Is 

He your Peace? More importantly, have you allowed Him to be your Peace? As you reflect on this past 

year, with all its challenges and victories, can you confidently say you are at peace? Jesus is the Prince of 

Peace - He is the only One able to grant you peace that transcends all human understanding. In times of 

trouble, who do you reach for? When your soul cries out for help, who do you instinctively call out to, to 

settle your emotions and fill your mind with hope and peace? When you allow Jesus to be your peace, 

He gives you the strength to overcome - no matter how high, deep or wide the challenge. Before you 

become caught up in the thoughts and plans for the New Year ahead, take time to get alone with the 

Lord... Choose to lift your eyes to Him and surrender your life anew. Let His Spirit fill your heart with His 

overwhelming love, and wash your mind with the truth of His Word. You will find His peace and joy will 

be your portion. Learn to lean on, and completely rely on Him to lead you - to freedom from fear and 

victory over all circumstances. Let His marvellous peace flood your soul and strengthen you 

supernaturally, so in all things, you will not be moved - nor will you be shaken! 
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Nothing is Impossible 

Genesis 18:14 (NKJV):"Is anything too hard for the Lord?" 
  

Are you wanting anything about this year to be different from the last? Perhaps the correct question is, 

what part of your life requires a change? You may feel that change is simply impossible to do. In the 

natural, that's probably true. But with God, nothing is impossible. Whether you are struggling under the 

pressure of debt, a marriage that seems to be failing, a job that is unfulfilling, or a worrying diagnosis - 

nothing is too hard for the Lord! When the Israelites faced the Red Sea on one side and the Egyptian 

army on the other, they were trapped. It seemed like all hope was gone. BUT GOD intervened, because 

He remembered and honoured His covenant with His people. Today, you can call upon the Lord, remind 

Him of His covenant promises, and by faith, energised by His Holy Spirit, you speak to your mountains 

and tell them to move - in the Name of Jesus - the Name that's far above any name that opposes you! 

You will see, with Him, nothing is impossible! 

Protect your Harvest 

Psalms 84:11 (AMPC): "For the Lord God is a Sun and Shield; the Lord bestows grace and 

favor and glory (honour, splendour, and heavenly bliss)! No good thing will He withhold from 

those who walk uprightly." 
  

Isn't it remarkable how the most faith-inspiring testimonies come from people who never gave up on 

the promises of God, while they were under pressure? The true test of our faith in God and His Word 

isn't when we sow our seeds by faith, it's what we saywhile we wait for our harvest. People who 

continue to believe and stay faithful and unwavering in their faith, even when the circumstances around 

them stubbornly refuse to come in line with God's promises, are the ones who will reap. After doing 

what the Word has told us to do, we are to continue on that same path of righteousness - to stand firm 

and keep honouring God with our words of faith, refusing to be moved by anything other than what His 

Word says. When we learn to confidently place our trust in the Lord and His Word like this, He becomes 

our sun and shield - He gives life and warmth and protection to every seed of faith we've sown, and He 

personally sees that not one iota of our harvest is withheld from us! Don't cave under pressure - stay in 

faith and your harvest will be protected! 
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Go With God! 

Exodus 33:15 (NLT): "If you don't personally go with us, don't make us leave this place.." 
 

God is supernatural. That means that everything about Him is far superior to the limited, natural world 

we live in. He isn't governed by the laws of nature, and He can never be restricted by time and space. 

The Bible declares the Lord knows the end from the beginning, that He exists in time past, present and 

future. He has already seen this new year through, He has already been there. That's why it's imperative 

we draw near to Him, trusting Him for clear direction. He doesn't just offer directions for the road 

ahead, He offers to be your personal traveling companion. Not only does He know the way, He is The 

Way. As you walk into and through this new year, make the decision to follow closely in step with the 

Lord. As you do, enjoy the peace and the joy that comes as a result of being in His Presence and perfect 

will. 

Promotion 

Proverbs 4:8 (AMPC): "Prize Wisdom highly and exalt her, and she will exalt and promote 

you; she will bring you to honour when you embrace her." 
 

People have a natural desire to be recognised and noticed for their efforts, and not be taken for granted. 

It's evident in small children who thrive when recognised for good behaviour. Adults in the corporate 

world strive to be recognised for their excellence, the over-achieving mom strives to excel in juggling all 

her responsibilities. Even those serving in their local church delight in being recognised for their tireless 

acts of service. Yet inevitably, there are times our efforts are overlooked, and gone unnoticed, while 

others receive honour and promotion. For the believer, however, we have no need to fear being 

overlooked or set aside. When we treasure the wisdom that comes from God's Word, and embrace it 

with all our hearts, applying its principles to our lives - it will immediately go to work and produce the 

quality of character in us that will never go unnoticed. The Word we esteem above our own desires will 

transform us, empower us, promote, and honour us - more than we could ever achieve on our own. 

Give yourself to the Word and it will be all the promotion you'll ever need. 
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Looking Ahead 

Philippians 3:13 (NLT):"...but I focus on this one thing: Forgetting the past and looking 

forward to what lies ahead." 
 

The famous author, C.S. Lewis, once said: "There are far, far better things ahead than any we leave 

behind" but leaving things behind requires us to make the conscious decision to break away from the 

past and move forward. You can either dwell in the past, or live in the now with a hope for the future - 

the choice is yours to make. Paul said, "I focus on this one thing". He became single minded, completely 

focused on ensuring his yesterday didn't contaminate his present, or hinder his future. If this new year is 

going to be any different from the last, we need to be single minded, focused on the promises God has 

given us, for the future that awaits us. Determine to let go of any disappointments that would lead you 

into fear. Leave behind old habits that weighed you down, and tripped you up from moving in God's 

blessing, and hold tightly to the truth you've learnt from His Word. That way this new year will be unlike 

any before, as you make the decision to let go of the past and welcome the future! 

 

Looking Beyond the Natural 

Romans 4:19 (KJV): "And being not weak in faith, he considered not his own body...," 
 

Unwavering faith is based on believing God and His Word. The devil would love to distract us from the 

truth by manipulating situations and causing trouble! He does this in attempt to have our circumstances 

shout louder than what God's Word says. He tries to keep our attention fixed on this natural world, and 

off the things of the Spirit. That's what He did when he tempted Jesus in the wilderness. He waited for 

after the forty day fast, when Jesus' body was weak. Little did he realise: there is great spiritual power 

released when we fast and pray. Instead of being too weak to hear and see in the spirit realm, Jesus' 

Spirit was supercharged and His faith shouted louder and clearer than His weakened body! Likewise, 

Abraham didn't consider his own, natural body when it came to believing God's promises either. He 

looked right past natural limitations, and His faith caused him to be fully persuaded in God's Word 

instead. Today, make a decision to look beyond all natural limitations, and let your eyes of faith be what 

dominates you, to receive all God has promised you. 
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Religion in Christianity 

John 10:10 (NKJV):"The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I 

have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly." 
 

Many people confuse Christianity with religion. While the Bible explains true religion as being a part of 

Christianity, it shows religion certainly doesn't define it. James 1:27 says pure religion is, "... to visit the 

fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep oneself unspotted from the world." As Christians, 

we're instructed to help those in need, and live holy lives, but that's just a part of Christianity. Its 

essence is the miracle of God at work in man; it's divinity alive in humanity. It's a living 

relationshipbetween God and man, through the Holy Spirit inhabiting the life of a believer. Understand, 

when you received Christ into your heart, it was a real life experience that will continue to change your 

life forever. As you allow God's character to be formed in you, He will live out His good purpose through 

you, and pure religion will be one aspect of your new life in Him. 

 

Self Control 

Galatians 5:22-23 (AMPC):"But the fruit of the [Holy] Spirit [the work which His presence 

within accomplishes]...self-control... Against such things there is no law [that can bring a 

charge]." 
 

A definition for this remarkable fruit of the Spirit, self-control, is to have dominion from within. As born-

again children of God, the strength that sustains us from inside our spirits is the power of the Holy 

Ghost, at work within us. Which, incidentally, is the biblical definition for every fruit of the Spirit. As we 

submit ourselves to the will of God; obeying and allowing Him to transform us, He empowers our spirits 

in the process, giving them dominion over our thoughts, emotions, will, and physical bodies. Galatians 

5:16 says, "But I say, walk and live [habitually] in the [Holy] Spirit [responsive to and controlled and 

guided by the Spirit]; then you will certainly not gratify the cravings and desires of the flesh (of human 

nature without God). His empowerment strengthens us to refuse the temptation to quit under pressure 

and do His perfect will! Philippians 2:13 says, " [Not in your own strength] for it is God Who is all the 

while effectually at work in you [energising and creating in you the power and desire], both to will and 

to work for His good pleasure and satisfaction and delight. So yield to the Holy Spirit today and let the 

fruit of self control demonstrate its power in you. 
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Inseparably Connected 

1 John 5:13 (TPT):"I've written this letter to you who believe in the name of the Son of God 

so that you will be assured and know without a doubt that you have eternal life." 
 

The moment you accepted Jesus as your Lord and Saviour, your spirit was instantaneously renewed. A 

Supernatural phenomenon took place, the title-deed of ownership over your life was transferred from 

the kingdom of darkness to the Kingdom of Light. Now, by faith, you can have the sure confidence you 

are redeemed, made righteous, and set to spend eternity with God in heaven. And while you are here 

on earth, you are by no means alone! The Spirit of God lives within you and through Him, you have 

access to the very throne of God, to receive His empowering grace for any need you have. What a 

remarkable miracle, we are inseparably connected to our Heavenly Father now, and forever! 

Jesus: Prophet, Priest, and King 

At your baptism you were marked with oil as a sign that you are consecrated to God and 

anointed by the Holy Spirit. Your anointing also was a sign that you are joined to Christ and 

share in his threefold mission as prophet, priest, and king. 

The Israelites anointed their priests and kings with oil. They spoke of their prophets as being 

anointed with the spirit. Jesus, known as the Christ, the anointed one, fills all three roles. 

According to Luke, at the outset of his public ministry, Jesus read from Isaiah and claimed that 

the words referred to him:  

     The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 

     because he has anointed me 

          to bring glad tidings to the poor.  

Luke 4:18 

A prophet is a messenger sent by God, a person who speaks for God. He or she witnesses to 

God, calls people to conversion, and may also foretell the future. Prophets often are killed for 

their message. 

Jesus fits this description. He is none other than the Word of God in the flesh. He called the 

world to turn from sin and return to the Father and was put to death for it. In Scripture Jesus is 

presented as a prophet. Crowds identified him as “Jesus the prophet” (Matthew 21:11). He spoke 

of himself as a prophet: “No prophet is accepted in his own native place” (Luke 4:24). He 

foretold his passion and resurrection. 

A priest is a mediator, or bridge, between God and human beings. He offers sacrifice to God on 

behalf of all. Once a year on the Day of Atonement the Jewish high priest went into the Holy of 

Holies in the Temple. There he offered sacrifice to God to make up for his sins and the sins of 

the people. 
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The writer of the Letter to the Hebrews compared Jesus to Melchizedek, a mysterious, superior 

priest in the Old Testament who blessed Abraham. Jesus is the greatest high priest. Because he is 

both divine and human, Jesus is the perfect mediator. He is not only the perfect priest, holy and 

sinless, but the perfect sacrifice. The sacrifice of Jesus need never be made again. Jesus “entered 

once for all into the sanctuary, not with the blood of goats and calves but with his own blood, 

thus obtaining eternal redemption” (Hebrews 9:12). Jesus continues his role as priest. “He is 

always able to save those who approach God through him, since he lives forever to make 

intercession for them” (Hebrews 7:25). 

A king is a person who has supreme authority over a territory. When the Jewish people were 

ruled by kings, they became a nation. They longed for a Messiah who would again make them 

great.  

Jesus is spoken of as a king in the Gospels. Gabriel announced to Mary that the Lord God would 

give her son the throne of David his father, and he would rule over the house of Jacob forever. 

Magi looked for a newborn king of the Jews. When Jesus last entered Jerusalem, crowds hailed 

him as a king. He was arrested for making himself king, and the soldiers mocked him as one. 

When Pilate asked if he were king of the Jews, Jesus replied, “You say so,” and he clarified, “My 

kingdom does not belong to this world” (John 18:36). The charge written against Jesus was 

“Jesus the Nazorean, the King of the Jews.” Jesus announced the kingdom of God. His mission 

was to have God reign in the hearts of all and to have peace and justice in the world. Jesus 

exercised his royal office by serving. 

Each of us is called to be a prophet and share 

Jesus' message 

Our first lesson today from the prophet Ezekiel reminds us of the role of prophecy within the 

Jewish community, but also a role that continued on among Christians. Jesus was a prophet; John 

the Baptist was a prophet. The disciples were called to be prophets. Most of us probably do not 

think of ourselves as prophets. Even the role of the prophet that Ezekiel speaks about -- 

comparing the prophet to a watchman for Israel -- that has no relevance for us with our super-

sophisticated radar systems, our U-2 planes that oversee the Earth at all the time. 

We can hardly envision someone standing on a hill watching for 

an army to invade and then to call out a warning. But that's what 

Ezekiel proclaims as the role of the prophet: to speak for God on 

behalf of the people. And in Ezekiel's time, it would be like a 

watchman looking out for how evil might be creeping into the 

community, coming in in maybe not so noticeable ways, and the 

prophet speaks for God and alerts the community. 

Now again, most of us probably don't think of ourselves as prophets. And yet, if we would go 

back to our baptism and the ritual that was performed when we became disciples of Jesus 
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through baptism, we would understand that every one of us, every baptized person, is called to 

be a prophet. During the ceremony, if you go back and look at our ritual and remind yourself of 

this, at some point, the minister -- well, after the actual pouring of the water, it comes where the 

minister then anoints the person with holy chrism. 

Get the best of NCR delivered to your inbox! Sign up here 

"I anoint you with the chrism of salvation," the minister says, and then goes on to say, "As Jesus 

was priest, prophet and king, so may you also live always as a member of his body." You've just 

been incorporated into the body of Christ by your baptism. Now you are called to be as Jesus 

was -- priest, prophet, and king or ruler. And that role of prophecy is to speak on behalf of God 

and God's truth. 

Every one of us has a calling to be prophetic, to be prophets. In the Gospel, Jesus shows us the 

role of prophecy in the church, speaking on behalf of God in a time when there's conflict within 

the community or conflict outside the community. How do you go about resolving it if you want 

to be carrying out the prophetic role that you've been given: to intercede on the behalf of God, to 

speak God's truth? 

Well, there's a process that Matthew and the Gospel describes, the early Christian community 

began to practice. The person goes first to the individual, confronts, talks about it. If that doesn't 

settle the problem, then the person goes with two or three witnesses so that the whole thing 

becomes more public. Finally, if that doesn't settle it, the person goes, brings it before the whole 

church, the whole community. And so the church as a whole then is speaking prophetically. 

The hope, of course, is that the conflict will be resolved, people will be reconciled, there will be 

peace. And in the example in the Gospel, it's important to remember what Matthew has described 

as Jesus prescribing for the community and that the effect that it will have: "Whatever you bind 

on Earth will be kept bound in heaven. Whatever you unbind on Earth, heaven will keep 

unbound." In other words, there's an authority to resolve the problem. And it's important, at this 

point, to remember this is the whole church acting together. 
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There are actually four Greek words that 

communicate a different type of love.  

Those words are Agape, Storge, Phileo, and Eros. Because these are Greek terms, none of them 

are directly present in the Old Testament, which was originally written in Hebrew. However, 

these four terms offer a broad overview of the different ways love is expressed and understood 

throughout the Scriptures. 

Agape Love  

Perhaps the best way to understand agape love is to think of it as the type of love that comes 

from God. Agape is divine love, which makes it perfect, pure, and self-sacrificing. When the 

Bible says that "God is love" (1 John 4:8), it's referring to agape love. 

Storge Love  

The love described by the Greek word storge is best understood as family love. It's the kind of 

easy bond that naturally forms between parents and their children -- and sometimes between 

siblings in the same household. This kind of love is steady and sure. It's love that arrives easily 

and endures for a lifetime. 

Phileo Love  

Phileo describes an emotional connection that goes beyond acquaintances or casual friendships. 

When we experience phileo, we experience a deeper level of connection. This connection is not 

as deep as the love within a family, perhaps, nor does it carry the intensity of romantic passion or 

erotic love. Yet phileo is a powerful bond that forms a community and offers multiple benefits to 

those who share it. 

Eros Love  

Eros is the Greek term that describes romantic or sexual love. The term also portrays the idea of 

passion and intensity of feeling. The word was originally connected with the goddess Eros of 

Greek Mythology. 
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2 Corinthians 5:7 What does ‘We walk by faith not by 

sight’ mean? 

“We walk by faith not by sight” actually is a quote from the King James Version of the Bible. It 

is a good translation, but some modern translations read “we live by faith not by sight”. And that 

is good as well. When Paul talks about the way Christians ‘walk’ he means ‘the way we live our 

day to day lives…’ So the verse is not really about guidance in specific situations, as it is 

sometimes used. 

Connected to the previous verse 

This famous sentence actually begins with the word ‘for’ which means ‘because, since’. The 

verse is connected to verse 6. “Therefore we are always confident and know that as long as we 

are at home in the body we are away from the Lord. For (because, since) we walk (live) by faith, 

not by sight.” 

Some may believe it is wrong to think through a difficult decision. Others may go even further. 

They believe that the work of doctors, lawyers, and psychologists should have no relevance for 

the Christian. They may believe that these things are walking by ‘sight’ and not by ‘faith’. 

Instead we should just ‘trust God’. 

However, the connecting word shows us that this is not what Paul is talking about in 2 

Corinthians 5:7. “We do not live by sight” simply means that we know Jesus. Even though He is 

not physically here with us. Jesus is in heaven, and we won’t see Him until we get there. Living 

by faith and not by sight is the normal Christian experience. Because we have never met Jesus 

face to face. We only know Jesus through the Bible, and through our experiences with Him. 

Paul lived by faith 

The encouragement is that God has much better things in store for you. If you feel upset by your 

own sins, or if your life is difficult, the good news is that these are not signs that God doesn’t 

love you. Please don’t think that. Paul had to put up with terrible problems, but he did not lose 

heart (2 Cor 4:16) and was always of good courage (2 Cor 5:6), because he knew the situation 

now was not what God wanted for him in the end. Now he lived by faith, but one day he would 

live by sight and ‘be at home with the Lord’: he would get to see, and live with, Jesus (2 

Corinthians 5:8). 
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The Righteous Shall Live by Faith  

The expression, “The just [righteous] shall live by faith,” is a wonderful affirmation from the 

Holy Spirit of sacred revelation, brimming with truth and comfort. It occurs four times in 

Scripture—once in the book of Habakkuk, twice in Paul’s epistles, and finally in the epistle to 

the Hebrews. 

Habakkuk 

The book of Habakkuk was probably composed near the end of the seventh century B.C., 

perhaps not too long before the coming of the Chaldeans (Babylonians) which resulted in 

Judah’s captivity for seventy years (Jeremiah 25:12). It records a dialogue between God and 

Habakkuk concerning a moral issue that troubled the prophet. He was anxious about the corrupt 

state of the kingdom of Judah. Lawlessness and violence were rampant (1:1-4). Why was the 

Lord tolerating such? 

Jehovah replied that he was not ignoring the evil of his people. He intended to raise up the 

Chaldeans to severely discipline Judah. When he was finished using them as the “instrument” of 

his wrath (cf. Isaiah 10:5), he would deal with these pagans as well (1:5-11). In chapter two, five 

indictments (each prefaced with a “woe”) are leveled against the wicked Babylonians. They are 

obsessed with the acquisition of territory (vv. 5-8); the Chaldeans are consumed with greed and 

arrogance (vv. 9-11); they are excessively violent (vv. 12-14); they are worldly (vv. 15-17); 

finally, they are immersed in idolatry (vv. 18-20). 

The prophet still was perplexed. He exalted the Lord’s holy nature but wondered if his mode of 

punishment was consistent with his lofty character. The prophet would wait for the divine 

answer (1:12-2:2). God responded by a vision, declaring that he was determined to deal with the 

arrogant and evil Babylonians; by way of contrast, however, “the righteous shall live by his 

faith” (2:4). A study of this sentence is most illuminating. Let us first note the common meanings 

of the three major terms of the text—“just” (or “righteous”), “live,” and “by faith.” 

“Righteous” 

The term “just” (“righteous”) is used in the Scriptures in various senses. It may be employed in a 

relative way; for example, Joseph, Jesus’ foster father, was a “righteous” man (Matthew 1:19)—

not perfect, but relatively righteous. On the other hand, the word also may embody a more 

specific focus. 

When Habakkuk declared that the righteous shall live by his faith, he uses the Hebrew term 

saddiq, an adjective found 206 times in the Old Testament. It is rendered “just” (KJV) or 

“righteous” (ASV, ESV), and, by some “justified.” Mounce suggests the word “describes those 

who act in such a way that their behavior accords with some standard” (2006, 593). The 
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expression, as employed in the Old Testament, is “bound inseparably to the idea of judicial 

standing” (Robertson 1990, 175). 

“Live” 

The word “live” also has a variety of meanings, depending upon its context. It can be employed 

in the sense of one’s manner of life, his behavior (Romans 6:2; 2 Corinthians 1:12). In addition, 

however, it can signify to live in the sense of surviving a crisis. Spiritually it can suggest the idea 

of deliverance from sin—in a contemporary sense (Romans 6:4). Or it can denote an abiding 

relationship with God beyond death, in contrast to eternal death (Revelation 20:14), which is a 

permanent estrangement from the Creator (2 Thessalonians 1:9)—a horrible contemplation 

indeed! 

“Faith” 

“Faith” can convey the idea of an objective body of truth, in which one must place confidence 

and to which he must submit (Acts 6:7; Jude 3). The term also may suggest one’s personal 

conviction and his mode of life relative to objective truth (cf. the use of “by faith” so frequently 

found in Hebrews 11). Note how the language in Habakkuk 2:4b refers to “his” faith or 

“faithfulness” (ASVfn). 

Even that pronoun is a matter of disagreement among Bible scholars. Some refer the pronoun 

“his” to God, in this way: “The justified will be delivered as a result of the Lord’s faithfulness 

to his covenant promise.” This comes quite near to subtly suggesting the Calvinist theory that 

justification is a matter of what God does; supposedly, then, it is not the faithfulness of his 

people. 

This is not the manner in which the New Testament writers cite the text to reinforce their points 

(though we concede the Holy Spirit’s flexibility in using his own words in a different context; 

see Jackson 2009, 189-205). More likely Jehovah’s promise to the prophet was this: those who 

are faithful to the Lord’s word will be accounted as just, and, as a result, will “live,” or be 

delivered from impending punitive judgment. Certainly that is the thrust of Hebrews 10:38-39 

(see later). 

Paul in Romans 

The church in Rome may have been planted by some who yielded to the gospel on the day of 

Pentecost (cf. Acts 2:10). At any rate, the obedient faith of those saints was recognized 

throughout the empire (Romans 1:8; cf. 16:26). At the commencement of his longest epistle, 

Paul sets forth this basic proposition. 

For I am not ashamed of the gospel: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that 

believes; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. For therein is revealed a righteousness of God 

from faith unto faith: as it is written, “But the righteous shall live by faith” (1:16-17). 
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The following thrilling facts are chronicled in this illustrious text: 

First, Paul was not ashamed of the gospel because its origin was with God (Mark 1:14). He thus 

believed it, had embraced it, loved it, proclaimed it, defended it, was persecuted for it, and was 

so welded to it that, in a sense, he could refer to it as “my gospel” (Romans 2:16). Ultimately, he 

died for it (2 Timothy 4:6-8). 

Second, the nature of the gospel was in the reality of its “good news”—good in content 

(concerning Christ’s atoning death, his resurrection, and glorification), good in regulating earthly 

conduct, and good for directing one’s life heavenward. Moreover, it was powerful in force, 

divine in essence, and effective in procuring salvation from sin. It was non-discriminating in that 

it embraced the two major segments of humanity—Jew and Gentile alike. 

Third, the blessings of the gospel were conditional. The gospel conveys information about how 

to access the power of God to save, but this power is efficacious only on behalf of those who 

believe its message. The verb “believe” is a present tense participle form, which indicates it is an 

active faith that remains sustained (cf. Hebrews 3:12). Belief is not a one-time act that forever 

saves beyond the possibility of forfeiture and condemnation (later see Hebrews 10:39). 

Moreover, belief is not a mere acknowledgement of historical facts, nor simply an emotional 

disposition to “trust” Christ as Savior; rather, it embraces obedience (John 3:36; Hebrews 5:8-9; 

see also Jackson 2006, 415-418; Thayer 1958, 511). Even in this letter to Roman Christians the 

apostle plainly demonstrates that these people were made “free from sin” in consequence of their 

having been “obedient from the heart” to a specific “form of teaching” (6:17-18; cf. vv. 3-4). 

Fourth, within the gospel of Christ (and nowhere else) the “righteousness of God” is revealed. 

The “righteousness of God” is the divine pattern whereby sinful people may be “credited” (cf. 

Romans 4:3ff, NIV) as “righteous”—not on the basis of meritorious, humanly-devised works 

(Titus 3:5a), but by means of the sacrificial death of Jesus, when accessed by obedient faith 

(Romans 3:21-26; 5:1; 6:3-4). 

Fifth, the expression “from faith unto faith” is highly controversial. It certainly does not suggest 

the idea of a salvation that is “solely” by faith (Johnson 1974, 27), if faith is viewed in the sense 

of an isolated act of believing, divorced from supplementary conditions of redemption. It would 

be a different matter if “faith unto faith” signified a life of obedient faith, as reflected, for 

example, by the examples of dedication catalogued in Hebrews 11; cf. James 2:14-26). The 

“faith unto faith” expression may express the idea of faith’s growth, for instance, from weak 

faith to strong faith (Romans 14:1; 15:1; cf. Psalm 84:5-7). 

Sixth, the apostolic declaration is undergirded by inspired Old Testament precedent—“as it 

stands written” (Habakkuk 2:4b), a Greek perfect tense form, characteristically used “to express 

the authority and present validity of what is written ... an appeal to Scripture” (Balz and 

Schneider 1990, 261). The principle of having “life” by being credited as “just” by means of 

“faithfulness” spans the ages. 
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Paul in Galatians 

Paul established the Galatian churches on his first missionary campaign (Acts 13:4-14:26). 

Perhaps a year or so after that expedition, the apostle learned of a doctrinal problem that had 

wormed its way into those congregations (Galatians 2:4). Hence, the first four chapters of his 

letter to the Galatians deal with these matters. Chapters one and two address an obnoxious 

faction among those churches that questioned the authority of Paul and the validity of his 

apostleship. Chapters three and four deal with a Jewish-oriented heresy that attempted to 

amalgamate certain elements of the law of Moses (e.g., circumcision; see Acts 15:1) with the 

gospel of Christ. Chapters five and six address practical matters concerning Christian living. 

Let us focus momentarily on chapter three: (a) The apostle begins by demonstrating that this new 

“hybrid gospel” is inconsistent with their initial reception of the saving message of Christ. Their 

original obedience to the Christian message, with supernatural documentation and wonderful 

blessings, was not bestowed by means of the Mosaic system (vv. 1-5); why should they thus 

desire to return to the former system? (b) The example of Abraham, father of the Hebrew nation, 

was introduced. He was “reckoned as righteous,” long before (five centuries) the law was 

received by Moses (v. 6); hence the Mosaic system was not an exclusive conduit to 

righteousness. Too, through the great patriarch, God made known the future reality that even the 

Gentiles would be accepted on the same principle, i.e., that of obedient faith (vv. 7-9; cf. 

Hebrews 11:8ff; James 2:21-24). 

Paul continued by highlighting the logical consequence of their heretical position. They were 

attempting to revert to a law that now was obsolete, and could not provide them with redemption. 

For one thing, the law demanded perfect obedience (cf. “all things” – v. 10), which none could 

render. Their adherence to that system, therefore, placed them under a “curse.” Justification 

could not be obtained by keeping a cancelled law (v. 11a; cf. 2:21; Colossians 2:13-17). 

The apostle concludes this particular argument, therefore, by declaring that the principle of 

justification by faith (3:11) was foreshadowed centuries earlier by the prophet Habakkuk, (citing 

2:4b). 

In the subsequent context, the apostle contends that being under Moses’ law was like being in 

prison (v. 23), yet waiting for “the faith” (the Christian system), which was to be revealed in due 

time. Another illustration emphasized that the Old Testament was like a slave who escorted a 

young child to school; once the child has been deposited at his destination, the slave’s job was 

completed. The point is, since the gospel system has arrived, the law has forfeited its formal role 

(vv. 24-25). 

Paul then demonstrated how one comes into a saving relationship with Christ—which is the 

equivalent of being “justified,” or declared “righteous,” by faith. He says, “You [Christians] all 

are the children of God, through the faith [the article is in the Greek text], in Christ Jesus. For [a 

conjunction setting forth a conclusion] as many of you as were immersed into Christ did put on 

Christ” (vv. 26-27). Thus the inspired apostle explains his own use of the expression, “the 
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righteous shall live by faith.” It is not a “faith only”; it is a submissive faith. One that yields to 

the revealed conditions of redemption. 

Hebrews 10:38a 

The book of Hebrews has much in common with Galatians. Both deal with an early attempt to 

influence Christians to gravitate back toward Judaism. In Galatians there was an effort to blend 

the two systems; in Hebrews there was a strong force that sought to persuade Christians to 

abandon their faith altogether, revert to Judaism, and await the “real” Messiah. 

The book may be summarized as follows: (1) an opening argument for the superiority of Christ 

over angels—by whom Moses’ law was relayed (1:1-2:18); (2) the supremacy of Jesus, God’s 

“Son,” over Moses, God’s “servant” (3:1-4:13); (3) the Aaronic priesthood was replaced by that 

of Christ, our high priest (4:14-10:18); (4) practical exhortations to faithfulness (10:19-13:25). 

Our present focus will be on Chapter ten. 

The inspired writer first argues that the animal sacrifices of the Old Testament regime could not 

effectively deal with the sin problem: (1) They were unable to “make perfect” the sinful Hebrew 

people; they had to be offered repetitiously; it was impossible for animal offerings to fully atone 

for sins (10:1-4). (2) Christ was the perfect sacrifice to remedy the sin problem. The incarnation 

of Jesus was designed to facilitate this desperate human need. Thus, the first covenant was taken 

away and the second was established, through which sanctification could be achieved. Jesus’ 

offering was a once-for-all event (vv. 5-10). (3) The abiding effect of the new covenant provided 

a new economy by which the “one sacrifice for sins forever” became available. This was 

accentuated by the fact that our high priest, after his offering, “sat down” at the right hand of the 

Father, henceforth reigning until all his enemies are vanquished (vv. 11-14; 1 Corinthians 15:25). 

(4) The prophetic testimony of the Holy Spirit, through Jeremiah (31:31-34), proclaimed this 

reality centuries earlier (vv. 15-18). 

In view of this glorious redemptive plan, the Christians were encouraged to draw near to their 

Lord in fullness of faith, hold fast their confession of hope, and be faithful in their duties. This 

was in view of “the day” (almost certainly the destruction of Jerusalem) that progressively could 

be seen (discerned) on the prophetic horizon (vv. 19-25; cf. Matthew 24:1-34). Note the three 

hortatory injunctions “let us” (vv. 22-24). A stern warning was issued against abandoning Christ 

and returning to a life of habitual, willful sin, in anticipation of some false messiah pledged by 

the Jewish detractors. What a “fearful thing” that would be (vv. 19-31). 

The sacred writer urges these brothers to reflect on their earlier days of persecution as followers 

of Jesus. Certainly they had lost possessions, but they were to contemplate the better possession 

that would abide forever. They are encouraged to charge up their spiritual batteries, for in a 

“little while” one would “come” who “shall not tarry” (v. 37). 

Two questions arise: (1) Who is the coming one? (2) What is the significance of “little while”? It 

is generally agreed that the coming one is Christ. 
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A few expositors believe that this coming indicates the Lord’s coming in providential judgment 

upon the city of Jerusalem by the hand of the Roman armies (Matthew 24:30; 22:7; see Kik 

1948, 78-85). Both Barnes (1955, 247) and Milligan (1956, 29-293) contend for this view. This 

would harmonize with v. 25, “as you see the day approaching.” 

On the other hand, most scholars see it as a reference to the second coming of the Lord (Guthrie 

2007, 982). If such is the case, the “little while” could signify a brief period compared to the 

eternal ages to follow. Prophetic events frequently are framed in a relative-time fashion for 

dramatic effect (cf. James 5:8; Revelation 2:16; 3:11; 22:7, 12, 20). 

Finally, the writer appeals to Habakkuk’s text, but with some alteration since he substantially is 

following the Greek (Septuagint [LXX]) version. As noted earlier, in the original setting, 

Habakkuk seems to make application to the deliverance of Judah’s “righteous” ones from the 

judgment of the captivity, while the writer of Hebrews sees the ultimate fulfillment in the faithful 

being rescued from the judgment to be imposed by the return of Jesus. 

But a word of caution is packaged within an expression of confidence: “But we are not of them 

that shrink back unto perdition; but of them that have faith unto the saving of the soul.” He will 

illustrate the quality of this latter class by the fifteen Old Testament heroes he catalogs in the 

following chapter. 

Those who “shrink back” are set in contrast to those who remain “faithful.” To shrink back is to 

be overcome by fear. Guthrie says it represents one who has a “crooked soul,” over against the 

“righteous person, who lives by faith.” The grammar indicates that both are in the same general 

category—the Christian community (982-983). This is a devastating demolition of the 

Augustine-Calvin notion that: (1) salvation is unconditional;and (2) a child of God can never be 

lost. 

“Perdition” derives from the Greek term apoleia (found eighteen times in the New Testament), 

rendered in the KJV by such terms as “damnable,” “damnation,” “destruction,” “perdition” 

(eight times), “pernicious way,” and “waste.” It does not suggest annihilation, but instead the 

“loss of well-being” (Vine 1991, 212). It is a synonym for hell. The expression clearly shows 

that even a true believer can apostatize and be lost. 

Conclusion 

Thus concludes our study of the inspired phrase, “The righteous shall live by faith,” and the 

various applications of it employed by biblical writers, both in the original Old Testament 

context, and in the uses made of it by the New Testament writers. How rich and thrilling it is. It 

embodies a principle of faithful submission to God that issues ultimately in eternal life. Thanks 

be to our Heavenly Father for his mercy and grace. May we be exhorted to fidelity all our earthly 

days? 


