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CHRISTIANITY 
Introduction 

Christianity is the most widely practiced religion in the world, with more than 2 billion 

followers. The Christian faith centers on beliefs regarding the birth, life, death and resurrection 

of Jesus Christ. While it started with a small group of adherents, many historians regard the 

spread and adoption of Christianity throughout the world as one of the most successful spiritual 

missions in human history. 

Christianity Beliefs  

Some basic Christian concepts include: 

 Christians are monotheistic, i.e., they believe there’s only one God, and he created the 

heavens and the earth. This divine Godhead consists of three parts: the father (God 

himself), the son (Jesus Christ) and the Holy Spirit. 

 The essence of Christianity revolves around the life, death and Christian beliefs on the 

resurrection of Jesus. Christians believe God sent his son Jesus, the messiah, to save the 

world. They believe Jesus was crucified on a cross to offer the forgiveness of sins and 

was resurrected three days after his death before ascending to heaven. 

 Christians contend that Jesus will return to earth again in what’s known as the Second 

Coming. 

 The Holy Bible includes important scriptures that outline Jesus’s teachings, the lives and 

teachings of major prophets and disciples, and offer instructions for how Christians 

should live. 

 Both Christians and Jews follow the Old Testament of the Bible, but Christians also 

embrace the New Testament. 

 The cross is a symbol of Christianity. 

 The most important Christian holidays are Christmas (which celebrates the birth of Jesus) 

and Easter (which commemorates the resurrection of Jesus). 

 

In today’s world, there are more than four thousand religions. And within Christianity itself, 

there are countless denominations. These numbers can cause many Christians to wonder what 

those differences are that make each denomination unique and how we, as Lutherans, can 

respond to those differences, especially when it comes to beliefs about salvation, the Sacraments, 

the role of Christ, and even sources of doctrine. 

This easy-to-use, compact booklet features brief summaries of seventeen Christian 

denominations, summaries that will provide readers with a better understanding of each 

denomination’s differences, their history, source of doctrine, and beliefs about Jesus Christ and 

the Sacraments. 

https://www.biography.com/religious-figure/jesus-christ
https://www.history.com/topics/religion/bible
http://www.history.com/topics/christmas/history-of-christmas
http://www.history.com/topics/holidays/history-of-easter
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Includes summaries of: The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod; Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran 

Synod (WELS); Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA); The Roman Catholic 

Church; Eastern Orthodox Churches; Presbyterian Churches; Christian Reformed Church; The 

Anglican/Episcopal Churches; Methodist Churches; The Salvation Army; Church of the 

Nazarene; Baptist Churches; Mennonite Churches; Seventh-Day Adventist Church; United 

Church of Christ; Pentecostal Churches; and Evangelical Free Church. 

Christian Denominations 

All denominations in Christianity believe that Jesus is the Son of God and became the sacrificial 

Lamb of God. 

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only 

begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not 

perish, but have everlasting life.  

John 3:16  

Christianity is divided into many different groups called denominations. The first Church was 

not an organization, but Jesus' apostles and friends. He said in Matthew 18:19-20: "Again I say 

unto you, that if two of you shall agree on earth as touching anything that they shall ask, it shall 

be done for them of my Father which is in heaven, for where two or three are gathered together 

in my name, there am I in the midst of them." 

The first Christian organization was the Catholic Church, which eventually broke into different 

denominations especially in the 1500s as a result of Martin Luther and John Calvin. Christianity 

is divided between Eastern and Western theology. In these two divisions there are six branches: 

Catholicism, Protestantism, Eastern Orthodoxy, Anglicanism, Oriental Orthodoxy, and 

Assyrians. Restorationism is sometimes considered the seventh branch. 

The major Protestant denominational families are: 

Adventists 

Baptists 

Congregationalists 

Lutherans 

Methodists 

Pentecostals 

Presbyterians 

The diagram below shows the way the Christian churches split from one another. 

http://www.redeemerdenver.org/reformation.html
http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/John_Calvin.htm
http://dictionary.reference.com/search?q=theology
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A Diagram of Christian Denominations 

 

rotestant denominations are separate from each other and have split several times. Theology of 

each denomination is determined by the local church councils or governing bodies. 

There has always been a group of Jewish believers, Jews by birth who have accepted Jesus as 

Messiah, who continue to practice some of their Jewish religious customs while worshipping as 

Christians. 

The chart below shows interesting facts about the major Christian denominations: 

  Catholic Orthodox Lutheran 
Reformed/ 

Presbyterian 

Methodist/ 

Wesleyan 

Anglican/ 

Episcopalian 

Date 

Founded 

1054 AD 

(Great 

Schism) 

in the 

Western 

Roman 

Empire 

1054 AD 

(Great 

Schism) in 

the Eastern 

Roman 

Empire  

1530 

(Augsburg 

Confession) in 

Germany 

c. 1520 during 

the 

Reformation 

in 

Switzerland 

and in 

Scotland  

1787 in 

England 

1534 

(King Henry's 

Act of 

Supremacy) 

in England 

Founded 

by 
St. Peter  

Patriarch 

Michael 

Cerularius 

Martin 

Luther,  

Philip 

Melanchthon  

Ulrich 

Zwingli, John 

Calvin, 

Theodore 

Beza, John 

Knox  

John 

Wesley  

King Henry 

VIII, Queen 

Elizabeth I, 

Thomas 

Cromwell, 

Thomas 
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Cranmer, 

Hugh 

Latimer, 

Nicholas 

Ridley  

Number of 

Adherents  

1.5 

billion  

225 million 

worldwide 
66 million  2.5 million 8.3 million  75 million 

 Language  Latin Greek German French English English 

Worship 

Guide  
    

Book of 

Concord  

Directory for 

Worship  

Book of 

Discipline  

Book of 

Common 

Prayer  

 

Compare Major Beliefs of 7 Christian Denominations 

Compare major beliefs of seven different Christian denominations: Anglican / Episcopal, 

Assembly of God, Baptist, Lutheran, Methodist, Presbyterian, and Roman Catholic. Find out 

where these faith groups intersect and where they diverge or decide which denomination lines up 

most closely with your own beliefs. 

Basis for Doctrine  

Christian denominations differ in what they use for the basis of their doctrines and beliefs. The 

biggest split is between Catholicism and the denominations that have roots in the Protestant 

Reformation. 

 Anglican/Episcopal: The Scriptures and the Gospels, and church fathers. 

 Assembly of God: The Bible only. 

 Baptist: The Bible only. 

 Lutheran: The Bible only. 

 Methodist: The Bible only. 

 Presbyterian: The Bible and the Confession of Faith. 

 Roman Catholic: The Bible, church fathers, popes, and bishops. 

 

 

https://www.learnreligions.com/basic-christian-beliefs-700357
https://www.learnreligions.com/christian-denominations-700530
https://www.learnreligions.com/anglican-episcopal-denomination-700140
https://www.learnreligions.com/assemblies-of-god-denomination-700146
https://www.learnreligions.com/baptist-church-denomination-700154
https://www.learnreligions.com/lutheran-church-denomination-700829
https://www.learnreligions.com/methodist-church-denomination-700977
https://www.learnreligions.com/presbyterian-church-denomination-701366
https://www.learnreligions.com/basic-christian-beliefs-700357
https://www.learnreligions.com/roman-catholic-church-denomination-700532
https://www.learnreligions.com/what-is-the-meaning-of-protestantism-700746
https://www.learnreligions.com/what-is-the-meaning-of-protestantism-700746
https://www.learnreligions.com/gospels-of-the-bible-700272
https://www.learnreligions.com/what-is-the-bible-700735
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Creeds and Confessions  

The Apostles Composing the Creed by Somme le Roy. Public Domain  

To understand what different Christian denominations believe, you can start with the ancient 

creeds and confessions, which spell out their major beliefs in a short summary. The Apostles' 

Creed and the Nicene Creed both date back to the fourth century. 

 Anglican/Episcopal: Apostles' Creed and the Nicene Creed. 

 Assembly of God: Statement of Fundamental Truths. 

 Baptist: Generally avoid creeds or confessions that might compromise commitment to 

the Scriptures as the sole rule of faith. 

 Lutheran: Apostles' Creed, Nicene Creed, Athanasian Creed, Augsburg Confession, 

Formula of Concord. 

 Methodist: Apostles' Creed and Nicene Creed. 

 Presbyterian: Apostles' Creed, Nicene Creed, Westminster Confession. 

 Roman Catholic: Many, yet focus on the Apostles' Creed and Nicene Creed. 

Inerrancy and Inspiration of Scripture  

Christian denominations differ in how they view the authority of Scripture. The Inspiration of 

Scripture identifies the belief that God, by the power of the Holy Spirit, directed the writing of 

the Scriptures. The Inerrancy of Scripture means the Bible is without error or fault in all that it 

teaches, but only in its original handwritten manuscripts. 

 Anglican/Episcopal: Inspired. (Book of Common Prayer) 

 Baptist: Inspired and inerrant. 

 Lutheran: Both the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod and the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in America consider Scripture to be inspired and inerrant. 

 Methodist: Inspired and inerrant. 

 Presbyterian: "For some the Bible is inerrant; for others it is not necessarily factual, but 

it breathes with the life of God." (PCUSA) 

 Roman Catholic: God is the author of sacred Scripture: "The divinely revealed realities, 

which are contained and presented in the text of Sacred Scripture, have been written 

down under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit ...we must acknowledge that the books of 

Scripture firmly, faithfully, and without error teach that truth which God, for the sake of 

our salvation, wished to see confided to the Sacred Scriptures." (Catechism - 2nd Edition) 

 

 

https://www.learnreligions.com/different-christian-creeds-700363
https://www.learnreligions.com/different-christian-creeds-700363
https://www.learnreligions.com/different-christian-creeds-700363
https://www.learnreligions.com/the-apostles-creed-p2-700364
https://www.learnreligions.com/the-nicene-creed-700366
https://www.learnreligions.com/the-athanasian-creed-p2-542141
https://www.learnreligions.com/all-scripture-is-god-breathed-701984
https://www.learnreligions.com/all-scripture-is-god-breathed-701984
https://www.learnreligions.com/who-is-the-holy-spirit-701504
https://www.learnreligions.com/what-is-the-book-of-common-prayer-4772115
http://www.pcusa.org/today/archive/believe/wpb9504.htm
http://www.scborromeo.org/ccc/p1s1c2a3.htm#II
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The Trinity  

The mysterious doctrine of the Trinity created divisions in the earliest days of Christianity and 

those differences remain in Christian denominations until this day. 

 Anglican/Episcopal: "There is only one living and true God, everlasting, without body, 

parts, or suffering; of infinite power, wisdom, and goodness; the Maker, and Preserver of 

all things both visible and invisible. And in unity of this Godhead there are three Persons, 

of one substance, power, and eternity; the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit." 

(Anglican Beliefs) 

 Assembly of God: "The terms 'Trinity' and 'persons' as related to the Godhead, while not 

found in the Scriptures, are words in harmony with Scripture,...We, therefore, may speak 

with propriety of the Lord our God who is One Lord, as a trinity or as one Being of three 

persons..." (AOG Statement of Fundamental Truths) 

 Baptist: "The Lord our God is the one and only living and true God; Whose subsistence 

is in and of Himself...In this divine and infinite Being there are three subsistences, the 

Father, the Word or Son, and the Holy Spirit. All are one in substance, power, and 

eternity; each having the whole divine essence, yet this essence being undivided." 

(Baptist Confession of Faith) 

 Lutheran: "We worship one God in Trinity, and Trinity in Unity; Neither confounding 

the Persons, nor dividing the Substance. For there is one Person of the Father, another of 

the Son, and another of the Holy Ghost. But the Godhead of the Father, of the Son, and of 

the Holy Ghost is all one: the glory equal, the majesty coeternal." (The Nicene Creed and 

the Filioque: A Lutheran Approach) 

 Methodist: "We join with millions of Christians through the ages in an understanding of 

God as a Trinity—three persons in one: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. God, who is one, is 

revealed in three distinct persons. 'God in three persons, blessed Trinity' is one way of 

speaking about the several ways we experience God." (United Methodist Member's 

Handbook) 

 Presbyterian: "We believe and teach that God is one in essence or nature ... 

Notwithstanding we believe and teach that the same immense, one and indivisible God is 

in person inseparably and without confusion distinguished as Father, Son and Holy Spirit 

so, as the Father has begotten the Son from eternity, the Son is begotten by an ineffable 

generation, and the Holy Spirit truly proceeds from them both, and the same from eternity 

and is to be worshipped with both. Thus there are not three gods, but three persons..." 

(What We Believe) 

 Roman Catholic: "Thus, in the words of the Athanasian Creed: 'the Father is God, the 

Son is God, and the Holy Spirit is God, and yet there are not three Gods but one God.' In 

this Trinity of Persons the Son is begotten of the Father by an eternal generation, and the 

Holy Spirit proceeds by an eternal procession from the Father and the Son. Yet, 

notwithstanding this difference as to origin, the Persons are co-eternal and co-equal: all 

alike are uncreated and omnipotent." (Dogma of the Trinity) 

https://www.learnreligions.com/what-is-the-trinity-700729
https://www.learnreligions.com/what-is-the-trinity-700729
http://www.daleappleby.net/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=61:anglican-beliefs&catid=36:anglican-theology-and-belief&Itemid=71#3
https://ag.org/Beliefs/Statement-of-Fundamental-Truths
http://www.angelfire.com/ny4/djw/lutherantheology.filioque.html
http://www.angelfire.com/ny4/djw/lutherantheology.filioque.html
https://www.umc.org/en/content/our-christian-roots-god
https://www.umc.org/en/content/our-christian-roots-god
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/what-we-believe/trinity/
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/15047a.htm
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Nature of Christ  

These seven Christian denominations all agree on the nature of Christ—that Jesus Christ is fully 

human and fully God. This doctrine, as spelled out in the Catechism of the Catholic Church, 

states: "He became truly man while remaining truly God. Jesus Christ is true God and true man." 

Resurrection of Christ  

All seven denominations agree that the resurrection of Jesus Christ was a real event, historically 

verified. The Catechism of the Catholic Church says, "The mystery of Christ's resurrection is a 

real event, with manifestations that were historically verified, as the New Testament bears 

witness." 

Belief in the resurrection means that Jesus Christ, after being crucified on the cross and buried in 

the tomb, rose to life from the dead. This doctrine is the cornerstone of Christian faith and the 

foundation of Christian hope. By rising from the dead, Jesus Christ fulfilled his own promise to 

do so and solidified the pledge he made to his followers that they too would be raised from the 

dead to experience eternal life (John 14:19). 

Salvation  

Protestant Christian denominations are in general agreement regarding God's plan of salvation, 

but Roman Catholics take a different viewpoint. 

 Anglican/Episcopal: "We are accounted righteous before God, only for the merit of our 

Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ by Faith, and not for our own works or deservings. 

Wherefore, that we are justified by Faith only, is a most wholesome Doctrine..." (39 

Articles Anglican Communion) 

 Assembly of God: "Salvation is received through repentance toward God and faith 

toward the Lord Jesus Christ. By the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy 

Spirit, being justified by grace through faith, man becomes an heir of God, according to 

the hope of eternal life." (AG.org) 

 Baptist: "Salvation involves the redemption of the whole man, and is offered freely to all 

who accept Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour, who by His own blood obtained eternal 

redemption for the believer ... There is no salvation apart from personal faith in Jesus 

Christ as Lord." (SBC) 

 Lutheran: "Faith in Christ is the only way for men to obtain personal reconciliation with 

God, that is, forgiveness of sins ..." (LCMS) 

 Methodist: "We are accounted righteous before God only for the merit of our Lord and 

Saviour Jesus Christ, by faith, and not for our own works or deservings. Wherefore, that 

we are justified by faith, only..." (UMC) 

https://www.learnreligions.com/profile-of-jesus-christ-701089
https://www.learnreligions.com/profile-of-jesus-christ-701089
http://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG0015/__P1J.HTM
https://www.learnreligions.com/the-resurrection-story-700218
https://www.learnreligions.com/the-resurrection-story-700218
https://www.learnreligions.com/proofs-of-the-resurrection-700603
https://www.learnreligions.com/proofs-of-the-resurrection-700603
https://www.learnreligions.com/crucifixion-of-jesus-christ-700210
https://www.learnreligions.com/what-is-gods-plan-of-salvation-700502
https://www.learnreligions.com/what-is-gods-plan-of-salvation-700502
https://www.learnreligions.com/what-is-justification-in-christianity-700688
https://www.learnreligions.com/what-is-repentance-700694
https://www.learnreligions.com/what-is-redemption-700693
https://www.learnreligions.com/what-is-forgiveness-700640
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 Presbyterian: "Presbyterians believe God has offered us salvation because of God's 

loving nature. It is not a right or a privilege to be earned by being 'good enough,' ... we 

are all saved solely by the grace of God ...Out of the greatest possible love and 

compassion God reached out to us and redeemed us through Jesus Christ, the only one 

who was ever without sin. Through Jesus' death and resurrection God triumphed over 

sin." (PCUSA) 

 Roman Catholic: Salvation is received by virtue of the sacrament of Baptism. It may be 

lost by mortal sin and regained by Penance. (CE) 

Original Sin  

Original sin is another basic Christian doctrine accepted by all seven denominations as defined 

below: 

 Anglican/Episcopal: "Original sin standeth not in the following of Adam ... but it is the 

fault and corruption of the Nature of every man." (39 Articles Anglican Communion) 

 Assembly of God: "Man was created good and upright; for God said, "Let us make man 

in our own image, after our likeness." However, man by voluntary transgression fell and 

thereby incurred not only physical death but also spiritual death, which is separation from 

God." (AG.org) 

 Baptist: "In the beginning man was innocent of sin ... By his free choice man sinned 

against God and brought sin into the human race. Through the temptation of Satan man 

transgressed the command of God, and inherited a nature and an environment inclined 

toward sin." (SBC) 

 Lutheran: "Sin came into the world by the fall of the first man ... By this Fall not only he 

himself, but also his natural offspring have lost the original knowledge, righteousness, 

and holiness, and thus all men are sinners already by birth..." (LCMS) 

 Methodist: "Original sin standeth not in the following of Adam (as the Pelagians do 

vainly talk), but it is the corruption of the nature of every man." (UMC) 

 Presbyterian: "Presbyterians believe the Bible when it says that 'all have sinned and 

fallen short of the glory of God.'" (Romans 3:23) (PCUSA) 

 Roman Catholic: "... Adam and Eve committed a personal sin, but this sin affected the 

human nature that they would then transmit in a fallen state. It is a sin which will be 

transmitted by propagation to all mankind, that is, by the transmission of a human nature 

deprived of original holiness and justice." (Catechism - 404) 

 

 

 

https://www.learnreligions.com/meaning-of-gods-grace-for-christians-700723
https://www.learnreligions.com/the-sacrament-of-baptism-542130
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/13407a.htm
https://www.learnreligions.com/what-is-sin-700703
https://www.anglican.ca/about/beliefs/39-articles/
https://www.learnreligions.com/adam-the-first-man-701197
https://www.learnreligions.com/eve-mother-of-all-the-living-701199
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Atonement  

The doctrine of atonement deals with the removal or covering of sin in order to restore the 

relationship between humans and God. Learn what each denomination believes regarding 

atonement for sin: 

 Anglican/Episcopal - "He came to be the Lamb without spot, who, by sacrifice of 

himself once made, should take away the sins of the world ..." (39 Articles Anglican 

Communion) 

 Assembly of God - "Man's only hope of redemption is through the shed blood of Jesus 

Christ the Son of God." (AG.org) 

 Baptist - "Christ honored the divine law by His personal obedience, and in His 

substitutionary death on the cross He made provision for the redemption of men from 

sin." (SBC) 

 Lutheran - "Jesus Christ is therefore 'true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and 

also true man, born of the Virgin Mary,' true God and true man in one undivided and 

indivisible person. The purpose of this miraculous incarnation of the Son of God was that 

He might become the Mediator between God and men, both fulfilling the divine Law and 

suffering and dying in the place of mankind. In this manner God reconciled the whole 

sinful world unto Himself." (LCMS) 

 Methodist - "The offering of Christ, once made, is that perfect redemption, propitiation, 

and satisfaction for all the sins of the whole world, both original and actual; and there is 

none other satisfaction for sin but that alone." (UMC) 

 Presbyterian - "Through Jesus' death and resurrection God triumphed over sin." 

(PCUSA) 

 Roman Catholic - "By his death and resurrection, Jesus Christ has 'opened' heaven to 

us." (Catechism - 1026) 

Nature of Mary  

Roman Catholics differ significantly from Protestant denominations in regard to their views on 

Mary, the mother of Jesus. Here are varying beliefs about the nature of Mary: 

 Anglican/Episcopal: Anglicans believe Jesus was conceived and born of the Virgin 

Mary by the power of the Holy Spirit. Mary was a virgin both when she conceived Jesus 

and when she gave birth. Anglicans have difficulties with the Catholic belief in her 

immaculate conception—the idea that Mary was free from the stain of original sin from 

the moment of her own conception. (Guardian Unlimited) 

 Assembly of God and Baptist: Mary was a virgin both when she conceived Jesus and 

when she gave birth. (Luke 1:34–38). Though "highly favored" by God (Luke 1:28), 

Mary was human and conceived in sin. 

https://www.learnreligions.com/the-bible-and-atonement-363371
https://www.learnreligions.com/christianity-definitions-4684882
https://www.learnreligions.com/mary-the-mother-of-jesus-701092
https://www.learnreligions.com/mary-the-mother-of-jesus-701092
https://www.learnreligions.com/the-christmas-story-of-the-birth-of-jesus-700208
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 Lutheran: Jesus was conceived and born of the Virgin Mary by the power of the Holy 

Spirit. Mary was a virgin both when she conceived Jesus and when she gave birth. 

(Lutheran confession of the Apostles' Creed.) 

 Methodist: Mary was a virgin both when she conceived Jesus and when she gave birth. 

The United Methodist Church does not subscribe to the doctrine of the Immaculate 

Conception—that Mary herself was conceived without original sin. (UMC) 

 Presbyterian: Jesus was conceived and born of the Virgin Mary by the power of the 

Holy Spirit. Mary is honored as "God-bearer" and a model for Christians. (PCUSA) 

 Roman Catholic: From conception, Mary was without original sin, she is the 

Immaculate Conception. Mary is the "Mother of God." Mary was a virgin when she 

conceived Jesus and when she gave birth. She remained a virgin throughout her life. 

(Catechism - 2nd Edition) 

Angels  

These Christian denominations all believe in angels, who appear frequently in the Bible. Here are 

some specific teachings: 

 Anglican/Episcopal: Angels are "the highest beings in the scale of creation...their work 

consists in the worship of God, and in the service of men." (A Manual of Instruction for 

Members of the Anglican Church by Vernon Staley, page 146.) 

 Assembly of God: Angels are spiritual beings sent by God to minister to believers 

(Hebrews 1:14). They are obedient to God and glorify God (Psalm 103:20; Revelation 

5:8–13). 

 Baptist: God created an order of spiritual beings, called angels, to serve Him and do his 

will (Psalm 148:1–5; Colossians 1:16). Angels are ministering spirits to the heirs of 

salvation. They are obedient to God and glorify God (Psalm 103:20; Revelation 5:8–13). 

 Lutheran: "Angels are God’s messengers. Elsewhere in the Bible, angels are described 

as spirits...The word 'angel' is actually a description of what they do ... They are beings 

who do not have a physical body." (LCMS) 

 Methodist: Founder John Wesley wrote three sermons on angels, referring to biblical 

evidence. 

 Presbyterian: Beliefs are discussed in Presbyterians Today: Angels 

 Roman Catholic: "The existence of the spiritual, non-corporeal beings that Sacred 

Scripture usually calls "angels" is a truth of faith...They are personal and immortal 

creatures, surpassing in perfection all visible creatures." (Catechism - 2nd Edition) 

 

 

 

https://www.learnreligions.com/divine-works-of-the-holy-spirit-700786
https://www.learnreligions.com/divine-works-of-the-holy-spirit-700786
https://www.learnreligions.com/the-feast-of-the-immaculate-conception-542475
https://www.learnreligions.com/the-feast-of-the-immaculate-conception-542475
https://www.learnreligions.com/what-does-the-bible-say-about-angels-701965
https://www.learnreligions.com/what-does-the-bible-say-about-angels-701965
https://www.learnreligions.com/obedience-to-god-701962
http://www.godrules.net/library/wesley/wesley.htm
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/what-we-believe/angels/
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Satan and Demons  

Mainline Christian denominations generally believe that Satan, the Devil, and demons are all 

fallen angels. Here is what they say about these beliefs: 

 Anglican/Episcopal: The existence of the Devil is referred to in the Thirty-nine Articles 

of Religion, part of the Book of Common Prayer, which defines the doctrines and 

practices of the Church of England. While the baptismal liturgy in the Book of Common 

Worship contains references to battling the Devil, an alternate service was approved in 

2015 and eliminates this reference. 

 Assembly of God: Satan and demons are fallen angels, evil spirits (Mat. 10:1). Satan 

rebelled against God (Isaiah 14:12–15; Ezek. 28:12–15). Satan and his demons do 

everything in their power to oppose God and those who do God's will (1 Pet. 5:8; 2 Cor. 

11:14–15). Though enemies of God and Christians, they are defeated enemies by the 

blood of Jesus Christ (1 John 4:4). Satan's destiny is the lake of fire for all eternity 

(Revelation 20:10). 

 Baptist: "Historic Baptists believe in the literal reality and actual personality of Satan 

(Job 1:6-12; 2:1–7; Matthew 4:1–11). In other words, they believe that the one referred to 

in the Bible as the Devil or Satan is a real person, though they certainly do not perceive 

him as the caricatured red figure with horns, a long tail, and a pitchfork." (Baptist Pillar - 

Doctrine) 

 Lutheran: "Satan is the chief evil angel, the 'prince of demons' (Luke 11:15). Here is 

how our Lord Jesus Christ describes Satan: 'He was a murderer from the beginning, not 

holding to the truth, for there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native 

language,for he is a liar and the father of lies' (John 8:44)." (LCMS) 

 Methodist: See the Sermon on Satan's Devices by John Wesley, founder of Methodism. 

 Presbyterian: Beliefs are discussed in Presbyterians Today: Do Presbyterians believe in 

the devil? 

 Roman Catholic: Satan or the devil is a fallen angel. Satan, though powerful and evil, is 

limited by God's divine providence. (Catechism - 2nd Edition) 

Free Will vs Predestination  

Beliefs concerning human free will versus predestination have divided Christian denominations 

since the time of the Protestant Reformation. 

 Anglican/Episcopal - "Predestination to Life is the everlasting purpose of God, whereby 

... he hath constantly decreed by his counsel secret to us, to deliver from curse and 

damnation those whom he hath chosen ... to bring them by Christ to everlasting salvation 

..." (39 Articles Anglican Communion) 

 Assembly of God - "And on the basis of His foreknowledge believers are chosen in 

Christ. Thus God in His sovereignty has provided the plan of salvation whereby all can 

https://www.learnreligions.com/satan-adversary-of-god-and-man-701162
https://www.learnreligions.com/satan-adversary-of-god-and-man-701162
https://www.learnreligions.com/what-does-the-bible-say-about-demons-701980
https://www.learnreligions.com/blood-of-jesus-700166
http://wesley.nnu.edu/john-wesley/the-sermons-of-john-wesley-1872-edition/sermon-42-satans-devices/
https://www.learnreligions.com/who-was-john-wesley-700975
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/pt-0519-wpb/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/pt-0519-wpb/
https://www.learnreligions.com/calvinism-vs-arminianism-700526
https://www.learnreligions.com/what-is-gods-sovereignty-700697
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be saved. In this plan man's will is taken into consideration. Salvation is available to 

"whosoever will." (AG.org) 

 Baptist -"Election is the gracious purpose of God, according to which He regenerates, 

justifies, sanctifies, and glorifies sinners. It is consistent with the free agency of man ..." 

(SBC) 

 Lutheran - "...we reject ... the doctrine that conversion is wrought not by the grace and 

power of God alone, but in part also by the co-operation of man himself ... or anything 

else whereby man's conversion and salvation is taken out of the gracious hands of God 

and made to depend on what man does or leaves undone. We reject also the doctrine that 

man is able to decide for conversion through 'powers imparted by grace' ..." (LCMS) 

 Methodist - "The condition of man after the fall of Adam is such that he cannot turn and 

prepare himself, by his own natural strength and works, to faith, and calling upon God; 

wherefore we have no power to do good works ..." (UMC) 

 Presbyterian - "There is nothing that we can do to earn God's favor. Rather, our 

salvation comes from God alone. We are able to choose God because God first chose us." 

(PCUSA) 

 Roman Catholic - "God predestines no one to go to hell" (Catechism - 1037; See also 

"Notion of Predestination" - CE) 

Eternal Security  

The doctrine of eternal security deals with the question: Can salvation be lost? Christian 

denominations have divided on this subject since the time of the Protestant Reformation. 

 Anglican/Episcopal - "Holy Baptism is full initiation by water and the Holy Spirit into 

Christ's Body the Church. The bond which God establishes in Baptism is indissoluble." 

(BCP, 1979, p. 298) 

 Assembly of God - Assembly of God Christians believe salvation can be lost: "The 

General Council of the Assemblies of God disapproves of the unconditional security 

position which holds that it is impossible for a person once saved to be lost." (AG.org) 

 Baptist - Baptists believe salvation cannot be lost: "All true believers endure to the end. 

Those whom God has accepted in Christ, and sanctified by His Spirit, will never fall 

away from the state of grace, but shall persevere to the end." (SBC) 

 Lutheran - Lutherans believe salvation can be lost when a believer does not persist in the 

faith: "... it is possible for a true believer to fall from faith, as Scripture itself soberly and 

repeatedly warns us ... A person may be restored to faith in the same way he or she came 

to faith ... by repenting of his or her sin and unbelief and trusting completely in the life, 

death and resurrection of Christ alone for forgiveness and salvation." (LCMS) 

 Methodist - Methodists believe salvation can be lost: "God accepts my choice ... and 

continues to reach out to me with the grace of repentance to bring me back to the way of 

salvation and sanctification." (UMC) 

https://www.learnreligions.com/the-fall-of-man-bible-story-700082
https://www.learnreligions.com/christian-justification-by-faith-or-works-700638
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/12378a.htm
https://www.learnreligions.com/what-does-bible-say-eternal-security-701987
https://www.learnreligions.com/what-does-bible-say-eternal-security-701987
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 Presbyterian - With reformed theology at the core of Presbyterian beliefs, the church 

teaches that a person who truly has been regenerated by God, will remain in God's stead. 

(PCUSA; Reformed.org) 

 Roman Catholic - Catholics believe salvation can be lost: "The first effect of mortal sin 

in man is to avert him from his true last end, and deprive his soul of sanctifying grace." 

Final perseverance is a gift from God, but man must cooperate with the gift. (CE) 

Faith vs Works  

The doctrinal question of whether salvation is by faith or by works has divided Christian 

denominations for centuries. 

 Anglican/Episcopal - "Albeit that Good Works ... cannot put away our sins ... yet are 

they pleasing and acceptable to God in Christ, and do spring out necessarily of a true and 

lively Faith ..." (39 Articles Anglican Communion) 

 Assembly of God - "Good works are very important to the believer. When we appear 

before the judgment seat of Christ, what we have done while in the body, whether good 

or bad, will determine our reward. But good works can only issue out of our right 

relationship with Christ." (AG.org) 

 Baptist - "All Christians are under obligation to seek to make the will of Christ supreme 

in our own lives and in human society ... We should work to provide for the orphaned, 

the needy, the abused, the aged, the helpless, and the sick ... " (SBC) 

 Lutheran - "Before God only those works are good which are done for the glory of God 

and the good of man, according to the rule of divine Law. Such works, however, no man 

performs unless he first believes that God has forgiven him his sins and has given him 

eternal life by grace ..." (LCMS) 

 Methodist - "Although good works ... cannot put away our sins ... they are pleasing and 

acceptable to God in Christ, and spring out of a true and lively faith ..." (UMC) 

 Presbyterian - Positions vary depending on the branch of Presbyterianism.  

 Roman Catholic - Works have merit in Catholicism. "An indulgence is obtained through 

the Church who ... intervenes in favor of individual Christians and opens for them the 

treasury of the metis of Christ and the saints to obtain from the Father of mercies the 

remission of the temporal punishments due for their sins. Thus the Church does not want 

simply to come to the aid of these Christians, but also to spur them to works of devotion 

... (Indulgentarium Doctrina 5, Catholic Answers) 

 Why are there so many Christian denominations? 

During Jesus’ ministry, he prayed that his future followers would exhibit a special kind of unity 

that would be a testimony to the world. So what happened? Rather than unity, harmony, and 

cooperation, Christians are often known for their squabbles and divisions. Even when they 

appear to get along, they divide up into hundreds of different groups, churches, and 

https://www.learnreligions.com/christian-justification-by-faith-or-works-700638
https://www.learnreligions.com/christian-justification-by-faith-or-works-700638
https://www.learnreligions.com/judgment-seat-of-christ-700687


 

CHRISTIANITY DANNYBOY PIETERSE 

 

CHRISTIANITY 
denominations. For those who are not Christians, it seems confusing. Why can’t they agree on 

anything? Why are there sometimes four different churches on the same street? Even for 

believers, the question often arises: Why are there so many Christian denominations? Before we 

explore this issue, let’s survey the landscape. Within Christianity, there are three main branches: 

Eastern Orthodoxy (which is chiefly practiced in Russia and Eastern European countries), 

Roman Catholicism, and Protestantism. In the United States, we’re most familiar with Roman 

Catholic churches and Protestant denominations. While virtually all Roman Catholic churches 

have the same beliefs, form, and structure, Protestant denominations can vary. These include 

Episcopalians, Lutherans, Methodists, Presbyterians, Baptists, Pentecostals, and numerous other 

groups. In addition, some churches consider themselves within the Protestant stream, but do not 

affiliate with any specific denomination (such as Bible churches or community churches). 

So, why are there so many different denominations and types of churches? There are several 

reasons. For starters, let’s not forget that denominations are made up of churches and churches 

are made of people; and sometimes people just don’t get along. After all, just because people are 

Christians doesn’t mean they always agree. Moreover, Christians still struggle with pride, 

selfishness, and stubbornness, and this means they sometimes respond to relational conflict 

poorly. This has often led to debates and divisions within churches and denominations, which in 

turn leads to the creation of new churches and denominations. It’s an unfortunate situation, but a 

reality given human nature. Maybe this is why Jesus focused so much on unconditional love and 

forgiveness as an expression of the kind of people he wants us to be. 

Another reason Christians are sometimes divided is legitimate disagreements about secondary 

areas of belief or practice. What does baptism mean and who should get baptized? How should 

local churches be structured? Who should fill leadership roles? How often should communion be 

practiced? How should certain passages in the Bible be interpreted? These are good questions 

and the answers aren’t always clear in the Bible. Perhaps this is the reason the Bible exhorts us to 

exercise wisdom and humility when it comes to secondary issues where genuine differences exist 

(Romans 14-15). 

A third reason that so many different groups of Christians exist is differences in personality, 

passions, and talents. Some people are more inclined to worship God through the exercise of 

their minds. They therefore focus on analytical thinking and biblical knowledge. Others are more 

artistically or creatively wired and the way they express their faith is quite different. Still others 

are more engaged in their relationship with God when they serve others. They find the greatest 

fulfillment when they can work with their hands or actively serve people with special needs in 

their communities. While all of these things are important, it’s no surprise that different churches 

and even whole denominations would emerge in light of the unique personalities of their 

adherents. 

Another example relates to the role of tradition. Certain types of people appreciate the structure 

and heritage of worshiping God according to traditions passed down over generations or even 

centuries. Thus, a more traditional church in the Episcopal or Lutheran denomination might feel 
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more comfortable to them. Other people, however, prefer to explore fresh, innovative ways of 

growing in their relationship with God and often feel boxed in by long-standing rituals or 

traditions. Therefore, a nondenominational church might suit them best. Of course, these are not 

the only reasons that different churches and denominations exist, but such practical matters like 

the role of tradition in a worship service can often play a large role. A lesson we can learn from 

such diversity is that various churches and denominations can learn from each other and that 

together, they make up the larger community of faith known as the people of God. 

Finally, people from different cultures will express their faith and worship God in their own 

distinctive ways. It shouldn’t surprise us if churches in a middle-class Midwest American city 

are extremely different from those in a war-torn, poverty-stricken village in Africa. 

Consequently, various churches and whole denominations will vary greatly depending upon the 

geographical location and cultural values of the people themselves. 

Despite these differences, there are a few central tenets that bind all Christians together, 

regardless of their particular church, denomination, culture, or geographical location. Christians 

believe in God (the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit), that all humans are sinful and in need of grace, 

and that only Jesus Christ makes it possible for us to have a relationship with God through his 

death and resurrection. Christians also believe that the Bible most clearly reveals who God is, 

how we can have a relationship with him, and how we can extend God’s love to other people. 

While other beliefs and practices are important, and often the cause of disagreements, they are 

secondary. God’s story is bigger than our differences, and if we continue to seek him according 

to the longing and desires that he has given us, we can all begin to find our places in his grand 

story. 

COMPARE ISLAM TO CHRISTIANITY 
 
Christianity: God is One in Three Persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Islam: Allah is One; he has no Son. The Holy Spirit does not exist. 
 
Christianity: All Biblical scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is true. Abiding by its 
unchanging words brings peace of mind and heart. 
Islam: Jews and Christians corrupted the Bible by removing verses that foretold Muhammad’s coming 
and adding verses to establish Jesus’ divinity. 
  
Christianity: The Bible was canonized in AD 325, some 300 years before Islam was founded. No Muslims 
existed or could have existed at that time.  
Islam: All biblical prophets were Muslims, including Abraham, Noah, Moses and Jesus. Adam was a 
Muslim. 
  
Christianity: God is personal. 
Islam: Allah is unknowable. 
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Christianity: God loves all people, including Muslims. Allah and God cannot possibly be one and the 
same. 
Islam: Allah hates apostates and blasphemers.  Allah and God are one and the same. 
  
Christianity: God says there will be no liars in heaven. (Revelation 21:8)    
Islam: Allah says that if a Muslim feels threatened it may be necessary to lie, break treaties or deny their 
faith. (Qur’an 8:58; 16:106) 
  
Christianity: God commands all people to love him and love one another, even their enemies. 
Islam: Allah commands Muslims to “Fight them on until there is no more tumult or oppression, and 
there prevail justice and faith in Allah altogether and everywhere; but if they cease, verily Allah sees all 
that they do.” (Qur’an 8:39) 
   
Christianity: Jesus said, “Stop judging others, and you will not be judged.” (Matthew 7:1) 
Islam: Allah gives Muslims the ability and authority to judge between men. (Qur’an 4:105; 5:49) 
   
Christianity: “…at the name of Jesus every knee will bow, and every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ 
is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” (Philippians 2:10-11) 
Islam: Jesus was a prophet. He was not divine. Jesus will bow to Muhammad on Judgment Day. (Qur’an 
5:73-75) 
  
Christianity: Jesus said, “If someone slaps you on one cheek, turn the other cheek. If someone demands 
your coat, offer your shirt also.” 
Islam: Muhammad told Islam’s followers to practice retribution; take an eye for an eye and a tooth for a 
tooth. 
  
Christianity: In heaven, there will be no more sorrow, no more tears, and no more illness, decay or 
death. All who enter therein will experience God’s peace, love and joy. 
Islam: In paradise, Muslim men are promised gardens, thrones, delicious foods, wine, and virgins of like 
age created for their eternal pleasure. 
  
Christianity: Jews are God’s chosen people. God will never allow them to be destroyed. 
Islam: Jews are descendants of apes and pigs. It is a sacred duty of Muslims to convert, enslave or 
murder every Jew. 
  
Christianity: God says all will enter heaven who believe Jesus is the Son of God, died for their sins, was 
resurrected, and now sits at the right hand of God. 
Islam: Allah says Muslim men who die fighting in the Cause of Allah—or do more charitable deeds than 
harmful deeds for other Muslims will enter paradise. 
  
Christianity: Jesus wants every Muslim to know that He died for their sins and loves them. Jesus 
commands Christians to love all people. 
Islam: Allah said Christians are hell-bound; Muslims must never take Christians as friends. Muslims must 
convert, enslave or kill every Christian. 
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Christianity: Jesus says, “Go ye therefore and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.” (Matthew 28:19) 
Islam: Allah said, “Fight until there is no more tumult or oppression, and there is faith in Allah altogether 
and everywhere.” (Qur’an 8:39; 9:5) 
 

Christianity and the World of Cultures 

The study of world Christianity begins with the basic premise that Christianity is, and from its 

very inception has been, a cross cultural and diverse religion with no single dominant expression. 

Throughout history, all Christians have lived in specific cultural contexts, which they have, to 

varying degrees, embraced and rejected. Regardless of a positive or negative attitude toward 

their surrounding culture, all Christians must respond to their surrounding context. It is in 

Christians of many and various responses that Christianity gains its unique multi-cultural and 

polyvocal texture as a world religion. 

Those Christians who embrace surrounding cultures use indigenous language, music, art forms, 

and rituals as potent resources for their own ends. Christians have a history of taking that which 

is not Christian, and then filling it with Christian meaning. There are classic examples of this: 

Christians inherited Roman vestments and German Christmas trees. Yet even at a more basic 

level, Christians borrow pre-Christian languages and use them for Christian ends. Jesus did not 

speak Greek, Latin, or English, yet each of those languages has been used to tell his story and 

teach his message. As Christianity continues to find a home in new cultural settings, Christians 

continue to borrow new languages and cultures to tell the story of Jesus. 

For those Christians who take a more guarded approach to surrounding cultures, their message 

will be one of caution. Nevertheless, reaction against culture can be as powerful for identity 

formation as would be accepting culture. Thus, Christians throughout time have taken stands 

against alcohol, polygamy, divorce, abortion, and a myriad of other issues. 

Naturally, the fact that Christianity is polyvocal and multicultural leads to many different 

answers vis-à-vis culture. Some Christians might reject a certain practice while others gladly 

accept it. Debates over ethics and practice are intrinsic to the multicultural nature of the Christian 

religion. Thus, the Jesuits saw no harm in Chinese converts honoring their ancestor, while the 

Domincans and Franciscans called it idolatry. Western missionaries in Africa were more often 

than not solidly opposed to polygamy, while indigenous Church leaders were occasionally more 

willing to entertain the possibility. In today’s world, the questions of gender and sexuality fuel 

debates among Christians across cultural lines. 

Yet this is not to say that Christianity lacks a core and is completely determined by surrounding 

culture. On the contrary, at the center of World Christianity is a story. It is the story of the 
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relationship between God and the world, as told through the lens of Jesus Christ. The example, 

influence, and reality of Jesus have provided a touch point for all Christian traditions. 

Generations of Christians throughout the whole world have been consumed by the question, 

“who is Jesus?” And also “what does his life mean for us?” Christians across cultural lines also 

share various rituals—baptism, the Lord’s Supper, gathering for worship, and the reading of and 

reflection on scripture. 

Thus, the study of world Christianity asks what it is that makes Christians unique as individual 

groups and coherent as a whole. It seeks to understand the cause of division and conflict both 

within the Christian community and also with the wider world. As Christians become 

increasingly aware of their cultural differences, the study of World Christianity will provide tools 

for navigating the diversity. It will also, hopefully, provide a space and a platform for discussing 

our differences and finding a common ground. 

Are Mormons Christian? 

Members of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints unequivocally affirm themselves to 

be Christians. They worship God the Eternal Father in the name of Jesus Christ. When asked 

what the Latter-day Saints believe, Joseph Smith put Christ at the center: “The fundamental 

principles of our religion is the testimony of the apostles and prophets concerning Jesus Christ, 

‘that he died, was buried, and rose again the third day, and ascended up into heaven;’ and all 

other things are only appendages to these, which pertain to our religion.”1 The modern-day 

Quorum of the Twelve Apostles reaffirmed that testimony when they proclaimed, “Jesus is the 

Living Christ, the immortal Son of God. … His way is the path that leads to happiness in this life 

and eternal life in the world to come.”2 

In recent decades, however, some have claimed that The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 

Saints is not a Christian church. The most oft-used reasons are the following: 

 Latter-day Saints do not accept the creeds, confessions, and formulations of post–New 

Testament Christianity. 

 The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints does not descend through the historical 

line of traditional Christianity. That is, Latter-day Saints are not Roman Catholic, Eastern 

Orthodox, or Protestant. 

 Latter-day Saints do not believe scripture consists of the Holy Bible alone but have an 

expanded canon of scripture that includes the Book of Mormon, the Doctrine and 

Covenants, and the Pearl of Great Price. 

Each of these is examined below. 

 

https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/#note1
http://jesuschrist.lds.org/SonOfGod/eng/testimonies-of-him/articles/the-living-christ-the-testimony-of-the-apostles-of-the-church-of-jesus-christ-of-latter-day-saints
http://jesuschrist.lds.org/SonOfGod/eng/testimonies-of-him/articles/the-living-christ-the-testimony-of-the-apostles-of-the-church-of-jesus-christ-of-latter-day-saints
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/#note2
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/manual/gospel-topics/bible?lang=eng
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/manual/gospel-topics/book-of-mormon?lang=eng
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/manual/gospel-topics/doctrine-and-covenants?lang=eng
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/manual/gospel-topics/doctrine-and-covenants?lang=eng
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/manual/gospel-topics/pearl-of-great-price?lang=eng
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Latter-day Saints Do Not Accept the Creeds of Post–New Testament 

Christianity 

Scholars have long acknowledged that the view of God held by the earliest Christians changed 

dramatically over the course of centuries. Early Christian views of God were more personal, 

more anthropomorphic, and less abstract than those that emerged later from the creeds written 

over the next several hundred years. The key ideological shift that began in the second century 

A.D., after the loss of apostolic authority, resulted from a conceptual merger of Christian 

doctrine with Greek philosophy.3 

Latter-day Saints believe the melding of early Christian theology with Greek philosophy was a 

grave error. Chief among the doctrines lost in this process was the nature of the Godhead. The 

true nature of God the Father, His Son, Jesus Christ, and the Holy Ghost was restored through 

the Prophet Joseph Smith. As a consequence, Latter-day Saints hold that God the Father is an 

embodied being, a belief consistent with the attributes ascribed to God by many early 

Christians.4 This Latter-day Saint belief differs from the post-New Testament creeds. 

Whatever the doctrinal differences that exist between the Latter-day Saints and members of other 

Christian religions, the roles Latter-day Saints ascribe to members of the Godhead largely 

correspond with the views of others in the Christian world. Latter-day Saints believe that God is 

omnipotent, omniscient, and all-loving, and they pray to Him in the name of Jesus Christ. They 

acknowledge the Father as the ultimate object of their worship, the Son as Lord and Redeemer, 

and the Holy Spirit as the messenger and revealer of the Father and the Son. In short, Latter-day 

Saints do not accept the post–New Testament creeds yet rely deeply on each member of the 

Godhead in their daily religious devotion and worship, as did the early Christians. 

Latter-day Saints Believe in a Restored Christianity 

Another premise used in arguing that Latter-day Saints are not Christians is that The Church of 

Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints does not descend from the traditional line of today’s Christian 

churches: Latter-day Saints are not Catholic, Eastern Orthodox, or Protestant. Latter-day Saints 

believe that by the ministering of angels to Joseph Smith priesthood authority to act in God’s 

name was returned or brought back to earth. This is the “restored,” not a “reformed,” church of 

Jesus Christ. The Latter-day Saint belief in a restored Christianity helps explain why so many 

Latter-day Saints, from the 1830s to the present, have converted from other Christian 

denominations. These converts did not, and do not, perceive themselves as leaving the Christian 

fold; they are simply grateful to learn about and become part of the restored Church of Jesus 

Christ, which they believe offers the fulness of the Lord’s gospel, a more complete and rich 

Christian church—spiritually, organizationally, and doctrinally. 

Members of creedal churches often mistakenly assume that all Christians have always agreed 

and must agree on a historically static, monolithic collection of beliefs. As many scholars have 

https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/#note3
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/#note4
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acknowledged, however, Christians have vigorously disagreed about virtually every issue of 

theology and practice through the centuries, leading to the creation of a multitude of Christian 

denominations.5 Although the doctrine of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints differs 

from that of the many creedal Christian churches, it is consistent with early Christianity. One 

who sincerely loves, worships, and follows Christ should be free to claim his or her 

understanding of the doctrine according to the dictates of his or her conscience without being 

branded as non-Christian. 

Latter-day Saints Believe in an Open Canon 

A third justification argued to label Latter-day Saints as non-Christian has to do with their belief 

in an open scriptural canon. For those making this argument, to be a Christian means to assent to 

the principle of sola scriptura, or the self-sufficiency of the Bible. But to claim that the Bible is 

the sole and final word of God—more specifically, the final written word of God—is to claim 

more for the Bible than it claims for itself. Nowhere does the Bible proclaim that all revelations 

from God would be gathered into a single volume to be forever closed and that no further 

scriptural revelation could be received. 

Moreover, not all Christian churches are certain that Christianity must be defined by 

commitment to a closed canon. In truth, the argument for exclusion by closed canon appears to 

be used selectively to exclude the Latter-day Saints from being called Christian. No branch of 

Christianity limits itself entirely to the biblical text in making doctrinal decisions and in applying 

biblical principles. Roman Catholics, for example, turn to church tradition and the magisterium 

(meaning teachers, including popes and councils) for answers. Protestants, particularly 

evangelicals, turn to linguists and scripture scholars for their answers, as well as to post–New 

Testament church councils and creeds. For many Christians, these councils and creeds are every 

bit as canonical as the Bible itself. To establish doctrine and to understand the biblical text, 

Latter-day Saints turn to living prophets and to additional books of scripture—the Book of 

Mormon, Doctrine and Covenants, and Pearl of Great Price. 

Together with the Old and New Testaments, the Book of Mormon supports an unequivocal 

testimony of Jesus Christ. One passage says that the Book of Mormon “shall establish the truth” 

of the Bible “and shall make known to all kindreds, tongues, and people, that the Lamb of God is 

the Son of the Eternal Father, and the Savior of the world; and that all men must come unto him, 

or they cannot be saved. In its more than six thousand verses, the Book of Mormon refers to 

Jesus Christ almost four thousand times and by over one hundred different names: “Jehovah,” 

“Immanuel,” “Holy Messiah,” “Lamb of God,” “Redeemer of Israel,” and so on. The Book of 

Mormon is indeed “Another Testament of Jesus Christ,” as its title page proclaims. 

 

https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/#note5
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Conclusion 

Converts across the world continue to join The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in 

part because of its doctrinal and spiritual distinctiveness. That distinctiveness flows from the 

knowledge restored to this earth, together with the power of the Holy Ghost present in the 

Church because of restored priesthood authority, keys, ordinances, and the fulness of the gospel 

of Jesus Christ. The fruits of the restored gospel are evident in the lives of its faithful members. 

While members of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints have no desire to 

compromise the distinctiveness of the restored Church of Jesus Christ, they wish to work 

together with other Christians—and people of all faiths—to recognize and remedy many of the 

moral and family issues faced by society. The Christian conversation is richer for what the 

Latter-day Saints bring to the table. There is no good reason for Christian faiths to ostracize each 

other when there has never been more urgent need for unity in proclaiming the divinity and 

teachings of Jesus Christ. 

DIFFERENT RELIGIONS OF SOUTH AFRICA 

  

In this unit you will: 

 Learn about different religions that are practiced in South Africa 

 Find out where the different religions came from 

 Find out when some of the religions came to South Africa 

 Learn about some of the important books and rituals that the religions 
practice 

 Be able to answer questions about various religions 

 Know about some of the rituals that the religions practice  
 Say where the different religions come from 

 Use some words that refer to places of worship and sacred books in the 
religions. 

  

South Africa has many different religions. African traditional religion and 
the religion of the San people come Africa, but other religions such as 
Judaism, Christianity, Islam, Hinduism and Buddhism, were brought 
to South Africa by people from Europe and Asia. 
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 INDIGENOUS RELIGIONS OF AFRICA 

   

  

  

THE RELIGION OF THE SAN PEOPLE 

 Religion is part of the everyday life of the San. 
They believe there is a great God who is powerful 
and good and they either pray to him by 
themselves or else they pray through a healer 
who is known as a shaman. 

 One of the most important religious rituals in San 
religion is the trance dance.  The women sit in a 
circle around a fire and clap the rhythm of the 
spiritual songs that they sing while the men 
dance. As the San clap, sing and dance, the spirit 
enters the shamans and they go into a trance 
where it is believed they get special healing 
powers.   

 (A trance is a dream-like state) 

  

 

AFRICAN TRADITIONAL RELIGION 

African traditional religion: 

        believes in ancestor worship. 

        practices Ubuntu which shows itself in treating others kindly, 
showing concern for them and working for the good of the 
community. 

        focuses on the family and special events in people’s lives 
such as birth, initiation, weddings and death (funerals). 

        sacrifices animals for special events and to honour the 
spirits of the ancestors. 
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IMPORTED RELIGIONS TO AFRICA 

 1.   BUDDHISM   

The symbol of Buddhism, the wheel of life. 

 Buddhism started in India about 2 500 years ago by Prince Siddhartha 

Gautama.  

  

 Map of Asia showing the continent of India – the birthplace of Buddhism 
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GAUTAMA’S LIFE STORY 
(BUDDHA) 

 When Siddhartha Gautama was a baby, a 

wise man predicted that he would one day 
refuse to be a prince and become a monk. 
The wise man said that Gautama would do 
this after he had seen an old man, a sick man 
and a dead man. His father was so worried 
about this that he tried to protect his son from 
all the sadness of the world outside his 
palace. 

 But one day, Gautama slipped out of the 
palace. He saw an old man, a sick man and 
then a dead man. Now he knew that there 
was lots of sadness in the world. Then 
Gautama saw a religious beggar wearing a 
simple yellow robe. The beggar looked full of 
peace and joy. Gautama then realized that 
while there was lots of sadness in the world, 
there were also ways to live a good life. 

 Gautama then decided to travel as a monk, 
studying with many teachers and meditating. 
When you meditate you clear you r mind of all 
its thoughts and keep very still. 

 One night Gautama went to meditate under a 
tree and there he found the answer to the 
problems of life. After this he became known 
as Buddha. He taught people that they should 
be satisfied with very little, and should help 
and love others. 

 During his lifetime, Gautama set up many 
communities of monks who lived and 
mediated together. 

  

Brass statue of Buddha in full 
meditation. 

  

 

  

These statues are often placed on 
altars where people offer incense to 

them. 
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HOW BUDDHISM CAME TO 
SOUTH AFRICA 

 Buddhist  teachings have been 

introduced into South Africa and there 
is a Buddhist temple in  
Bronkhorstspruit, Mpumalanga. 

  
Buddhist temple in Bronkhorstspruit, Mpumalanga 

  

2.  CHRISTIANITY 

  

Jesus:   

        was a Jew who lived 
2 000 years ago in 
the country that was 
then called Palestine 
and is today part of 
Israel.  

        was a teacher and a 
healer. 

  

  

  

 

  

A map of modern-day Israel 
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Jesus on the cross 

  

  

o At the time, Palestine was ruled by 
the Romans and they, plus the 
Jewish leaders, thought Jesus was 
a trouble maker and so he was 
arrested by the Romans and died 
when he was crucified (nailed to a 
wooden cross) in Jerusalem. 

 Christians believe that three days after 
Jesus died on the cross, he rose again 
from the dead and is now with God in 
heaven. 

  

   

 

 

The cross and the fish– both      
symbols of Christianity 

  

Christians:  

  

 take their name 
from Jesus 
Christ. 

 believe that 
Jesus is the son 
of God. 

 read their holy 
book which is 
called the Bible. 

 have as their 
symbol the cross. 
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HOW CHRISTIANS CAME TO 
SOUTH AFRICA 

 Some missionaries came to South 

Africa to start schools so they could 
teach people how to read and write. 
These schools were known as 
missionary schools. 

  

  

 

  

Christian missionary 

  

3.  HINDUISM 

   

  

This is the Aum sign which is a symbol for Brahma. 

  

Hinduism: 

o  is one of the oldest religions in the world. 
o  comes from India and began about 4 000 years ago. 
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Map of India 

  
 Hindus believe: 

o  that Brahma is the Creator of the universe. 

 in many gods and goddesses who show different parts of Brahma’s power. 

 believe in reincarnation. This is the belief that when a person dies his or her soul lives 
on and can be born again into a different body.  
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Brahma – creator of the universe 

  
HOW HINDUISM CAME TO SOUTH AFRICA 

 Hindus first came to South Africa in the 1850’s as workers were very much 
needed in the sugar plantations of Kwazulu-Natal. Soon after they arrived, they 
built small shrines and temples on the sugar estates. 
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 Sugar plantation in Kwazulu-Natal 

  

4.  ISLAM 

 Islam began with the teaching of the Prophet Muhammad who was born in the city of 

Mecca in Arabia just over 1400 years ago.  

  

 

                                     The Great Mosque in Mecca, Saudi Arabia 
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When he was about 40 years old, the angel Gabriel appeared to 
Muhammad in a vision and told him that the one true God, Allah, 
was the same God as the god of the Jews and the Christians.  

  

The Qur’an is the holy book of the Muslims and it contains 
Mohammad’s words and instructions as to how a true Muslim 
should live and worship God. It also gives guidance to Muslims in 
their everyday lives. It is written in Arabic. 

  

The place of worship for a Muslim is the mosque.   

                                                                                       

                                 

                                                               The crescent and the star, the symbol of Islam 

                                      

HOW ISLAM CAME TO SOUTH AFRICA 

 When the Dutch needed slaves to help with the work at the Cape, they captured 

many people from the East (Indonesia) and sold them off as slaves at the Cape. 
These people brought their religion with them. The Muslim leaders encouraged their 
people to keep their religion and in time Islamic schools were started which taught the 
Muslims about Islam. 
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5. JUDAISM 

                                                                   The Star of David is a symbol of Judaism 

 The Jewish people believe:                                                                        

 they all descended from Abraham who lived about 4 000 years ago. 

 God promised Abraham that one day his descendants would live in the land of 
Canaan which is now part of Israel. 

         God gave Moses their law (10 commandments) which form part of the Torah (the 

Jewish holy scriptures) that tell the people how to live their daily lives according to 
God’s laws. 

   

HOW JUDAISM CAME TO SOUTH AFRICA 

  

Many Jewish people came to South Africa:  

 when the diamond and gold mines started in the 1800’s 
and  
 after the second world war. 

  

They came from Europe and brought their religion with them. They built 
synagogues so that they could worship God and study the scriptures. 

 The Torah 
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What Makes Christianity Different? 

All religions are basically the same, right? How could Christianity be any different? 

No each religion gets there, the end result is usually the same: there is a higher power or force of 

some kind; human life is valuable; peace is better than violence; something happens after we die; 

and so on. There may be some contradictions in the details, but most religions hold these same 

general truths. 

Many world religions have a creation story, a flood story, a rescued-people story, and so forth. 

There’s also usually some kind of key person in each religion. Imperfect as people are, each 

religion presents the case for at least one person who “did it right.” This person is the model; 

everyone else is supposed to strive to become like them. In fact, each major world religion is 

even similar in the fact that it declares itself unique in some way. 

So how could Christianity really be much different from other religions? 

Well, the radical claims of Christianity truly do set it apart. Because of these bizarre claims, 

Christianity can be viewed as either ridiculously unbelievable or something to be seriously 

considered. 

As the famous atheist-turned-Christian C. S. Lewis once stated: “Christianity is a statement 

which, if false, is of no importance, and, if true, is of infinite importance. The one thing it cannot 

be is moderately important.”1 

The Claims of the Leader 

The primary difference between Christianity and all other religions is rooted in the differences 

between Jesus and other religious leaders. 

Almost no one denies that Jesus of Nazareth was a real person who lived two thousand years 

ago, so the issue is not about Jesus’ existence. We must look at what Jesus claimed, for it is his 

claims that ignite debates about him. 

Unlike other spiritual leaders, Jesus openly declared that he was one with God, according to the 

earliest Christian writers.2 To see him, Jesus said, is to see God the Father.3 Jesus went about 

forgiving sins4—something only God could do—performing miracles,5 and healing the sick.6 

For these and other reasons, the earliest followers of Jesus began to think of him as more than a 

human being. They began to believe his claim of divinity, and these Jesus-followers began to 

maintain that he was indeed God in the flesh.7 

https://www.exploregod.com/explore/videos/is-jesus-really-god-0


 

CHRISTIANITY DANNYBOY PIETERSE 

 

CHRISTIANITY 
Those of other (or no) faiths may accept that Jesus was a good man, a wise prophet, and even 

that he died at the hands of his enemies. Only Christians, however, believe that Jesus was not 

only good and wise but also fully human and fully divine. These beliefs were reinforced by the 

reports of his resurrection. Thus, Christians today are convinced that Jesus’ life and claims have 

cosmic implications. 

Implications for Now and Later 

Christians say that the most profound of these implications lies in the issue of salvation. 

Salvation, as taught by many of the world’s religions, is a type of deliverance from the physical 

and spiritual adversity of the world, as well as a rescuing from suffering or punishment in the 

afterlife. 

Buddhists believe that to reach Nirvana, a transcendental state of bliss, a person must follow the 

Noble Eightfold Path. This process of personal effort and discipline will end suffering for the 

individual. Hindus believe that one reaches Moksha—freedom from this world and the cycle of 

death and reincarnation—by practicing self-sacrifice, meditation, and certain levels of self-

realization. Muslims believe that Allah grants Paradise to those who live a life of moral 

uprightness, using the Five Pillars as basic guidelines.8 

This is another area in which Christians depart from the norm. In essence, other religions state, 

“You need to do these things and live this way in order to earn your way to salvation.” But 

Christianity says, “What needs to happen in order for you to know God and receive salvation has 

already been done for you by Jesus Christ.” 

At its core, Christianity is the joyful news that Jesus lived and died to open the way to God for 

each of us. In this act, Jesus saved us from the consequence of our sins—eternal isolation from 

God—and began to offer us instead forgiveness and eternal life in relationship with God. 

Christianity says that Jesus has done everything necessary for people to have the kind of 

relationship with God that leads to peace in the present and hope for the future.9 For many, this 

seems too good to be true. 

Doing Good 

Many atheists, agnostics, deists, and devout followers of other religions are very good people. 

They live good lives and do good things. They are honorable people, and their contributions to 

humanity across religions and borders are much needed. 

But if we are honest with ourselves, we all sometimes do things we regret; we all make mistakes; 

we all suffer from egocentric selfishness; we all fail. And what if this “good outweighs the bad” 

mentality isn’t enough? 

https://www.exploregod.com/explore/articles/was-jesus-resurrected
https://www.exploregod.com/explore/articles/what-is-buddhism
https://www.exploregod.com/explore/articles/what-is-hinduism
https://www.exploregod.com/explore/articles/what-is-islam
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According to Christianity, God took the pressure off us by sending Jesus to live a perfect life for 

us. In Christian understanding, salvation is a gift: “for it is by grace you have been 

saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God.”10 

For Christians, Jesus is more than a teacher or a role model. He is the means by which people 

can find freedom from their burdens and baggage and make real changes that improve their lives 

and the lives of those they love. Christians believe that because salvation is already available to 

those who believe, sheer joy in that realization and thankfulness for a personal relationship with 

God prompt right actions and righteous living as described in the Bible. 

The Christian does this from a position of gratitude, faith, and humility—not burden or 

obligation. In one sense, it is the purest form of motivation, because the actions are not being 

done for personal gain. The reward has already been given. 

The Gospel 

The personal claims of Jesus and the espoused implications of his life, death, and resurrection 

stand in distinct contrast to other religions. This is what Christians through the years have called 

the gospel—which literally means “good news.” The gospel of Jesus is the good news that 

everything has already been done for you. No other religion makes that kind of upfront gospel 

promise. 

Incredible? Yes. Outrageous? Yes. Hard to believe? It certainly can be. But, if true, it is also 

profoundly important. It’s worth exploring further. 

Love the Word 
 

Jeremiah 15:16 (NLT): "When I discovered your words, I devoured them. They are my joy and 

my heart's delight, for I bear your name, O Lord God of Heaven's Armies." 

When we understand how powerful God's Word is, and how much importance He places on it - we 
begin to treat it with the greatest respect, and eagerly welcome it into our hearts. Not only does the 
Word fill our hearts with peace and joy when we believe it, it gives us exactly what is needed to access 
every promise written in it. What do we need to access the promises? Faith! And faith only comes from 
the Word we receive and believe as the final authority in our lives. Psalm 34:10 says when we come 
before the Lord, asking Him for whatever His Word has authorised - we will never lack anything 
beneficial. The word promises we have been blessed with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly realm - 
the only way to access those blessings is by faith. Let's choose to love and honour God's Word each day - 
it will produce the faith we need to walk in the reality of all He's promised us! 
 
 

https://www.exploregod.com/explore/topics/bible
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Conclusion of Christianity 

 
Christianity remains numerically probably the largest world religion, with Islam close behind. 

About a third of the population of the world was Christian in the 1990s, and the majority of the 

non-Christian population knew of Christianity or had some opportunity of contact with it. The 

largest number of Christians resided in Latin America, with Europe second and Africa third, then 

North America, then South Asia. Postcolonialism and globalization pose major challenges as to 

how far the faith can absorb local culture without itself being essentially changed. But 

paradoxically the loss of heritage makes for conservatism.  

 

The fastest-growing Christian community is in Africa, where the intellectual history of the 

patristic and medieval West is often unfamiliar. Conservative fundamentalism is making the 

ordination of homosexuals as priests and bishops in the West a church-dividing matter in parts of 

Africa. The altered balance of the Christian populations worldwide has begun to throw into 

question the continuance of an intellectual tradition now culturally remote from many Christians 

while it continues to privilege the Bible as the foundation text and ultimate authority. 

 

 

Theological analysis of the historical experience of the churches has yielded two results, which 

form the core of the argument of this book. First, whatever the Christian religion may 

‘‘essentially’’ be about, it never manifests itself, within historical time, in a pure, unmediated, 

eternally valid form. Because human society and human culture are made up of beings that are 

constantly changing and diversifying, the phenomenal Christianity, the Christianity perceived by 

the contemporary observer or the historian, always represents a mediated, composite entity. It 

comprises doctrines, theologies, liturgies, patterns of community life and works of art and music 

that reflect the ongoing interaction between a tradition and its context. Secondly, Christian 

religious history reflects a very human tendency to pile development on development, to evolve 

florid and ultimately extreme versions of particular trends.  

 

Christianity across its two-thousand-year his-tory offers abundant evidence that Christians will 

readily and often select what had at first been regarded as secondary objectives, particular 

‘‘means to holiness,’’ and pursue these as though they were the primary purpose of Christianity. 

The historian looks on as one secondary objective succeeds or overlaps another, greatly 

enhancing the diversity seen between one form of Christian witness and its rivals or counterparts. 

At the most extreme end of this process, secondary objectives can be pursued with fanaticism: by 

this is meant, quite specifically, that certain primary imperatives such as mutual love or the 

preservation of the community are forgotten in the pursuit of religious poverty, the collection of 

relics, or the inculcation of dogmatic standards through catechesis.  

 

It was argued earlier that the diversity seen in Christian history can evoke two analytical 

responses. The prevailing secular response would be relativist. The relativist argues that because 

Christianity constantly adjusts itself to different environments, and develops along unexpected 
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and diverse paths, it has no abiding ‘‘essence’’ at all beyond the nominal images, symbols, and 

texts which it inherits and transmits. The ‘‘essentialist’’ argues, in contrast, that there is 

something underlying these various forms; though defining that’ ‘essence’’ has been a constantly 

problematic task from the Reformation era onwards. In the field of inquiry and analysis, the 

relativist and the essentialist can work together without logical inconsistency. One can and must 

continue to study and write the history of the Christian Church, regardless of whichever of the 

two options, the essentialist or the relativistic approach, one feels is valid. Difficulties arise only 

when the historian tries to answer theological questions about the significance of historical 

difference. That may be why historians in the last few generations have generally avoided such 

questions. If one is a thoroughgoing relativist, then the task of the Church historians not only to 

explain how each manifestation of ‘‘Christianity’’ relates to the cultures of feudal Europe, to 

early modern Russia, to nineteenth-century Africa, to the United States, or wherever. It is also to 

explain how these different manifestations metamorphosed into each other.  

 

The processes of communication, transmission, and change command attention. A properly 

relativistic history of Christianity will be dynamic, rather than static: integrated, rather than 

isolationist and compartmentalized. Secondly, the assumption which one sometimes finds, that 

cultural, social, or economic influences on religion are a one-way street, must be avoided. It is an 

unjustified and indeed falsifiable dogma to assert that Christianity is only ever influenced by its 

context, and that it does not also contribute to shape that context in unique ways.  

 

 


