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Biblical Justice 

Introduction 

Biblical justice involves making individuals, communities, and the cosmos whole, by upholding 

both goodness and impartiality. It stands at the center of true religion, according to James, who 

says that the kind of "religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look 

after orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world" 

(James 1:27). Earlier Scripture says, "The righteous care about justice for the poor, but the 

wicked have no such concern" (Prov. 29:7). 

Justice flows from God's heart and character. As true and good, God seeks to make the object of 

his holy love whole. This is what motivates God throughout the Old and New Testaments in his 

judgments on sin and injustice. These judgments are both individual and corporate in scope. 

One of the greatest injustices we succumb to individually is self-righteousness—the belief that 

we do not need Jesus but are just and good and right apart from him. We can fail to see that Jesus 

is the righteous "judge judged in our place" (Karl Barth, Church Dogmatics) for our own acts of 

injustice, including our marginalizing him by refusing to sense our need for him to remove our 

sin and make us whole. 

Only as we despair of ourselves and cling to Jesus can we participate in his work of restoring 

lives, the church, and the world by the Spirit of the Lord. We, the church, are to live now in light 

of Jesus' restoration of all things. 

As we experience the wholeness that Jesus offers, we are to carry his justice forward in the 

world. We sense God's heart for this in James' epistle. James, like an Old Testament prophet, 

denounced oppression toward the poor. He saw church leaders favoring the rich and looking 

down on those less fortunate (James 2:1-13). James calls for the breaking down of these 

divisions, as God seeks to renew his people, making them whole. 

The same problem still arises today, especially given the tendency in some Christian circles to 

downplay social justice while highlighting personal morality. Jesus rebuked this in the Pharisees: 

"Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You give a tenth of your 

spices—mint, dill and cummin. But you have neglected the more important matters of the law—

justice, mercy and faithfulness" (Matt. 23:23). 

Both individual transformation and community transformation are part of restoring wholeness. 

While morality and immorality are birthed in the human heart (James 3:10-18), justice is 

centered in God's heart. We are to purify our hearts (James 4:8) whose desires lead us to sin. 

With transformed hearts, we are to extend God's justice to the poor, orphans, and widows, and to 

show no partiality. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James+1%3A27
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Proverbs+29%3A7
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James+2%3A1-2%3A13
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+23%3A23
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James+3%3A10-3%3A18
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James+4%3A8
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These concerns are not limited to life within the Christian community. After all, how can we be 

salt and light if we practice justice among our own but do not extend it to those outside the 

believing community? And while the church is a visible manifestation of God's kingdom, the 

church is not all of God's kingdom. God is concerned with making every realm of his creation 

whole. 

Unlike the earliest followers of Christ, we live in a democratic society where even criminals and 

evildoers have rights, and we have the ability to influence public policies and legislation. The 

relationship between morality and legislation is complex—they are distinct but not completely 

unrelated. We should reflect on how the justice of God's kingdom influences our involvement in 

matters of government. 

In the Gospels as well as Acts, we see Christians ministering to the poor and marginalized, even 

challenging societal structures that weigh down upon them (Matt. 9:35-38; Acts 3-4, 5:12-16). 

Today we have even more opportunities to extend and advance that care in our society. 

In our post-Christian setting, many skeptics view religion as corrosive, divisive, and a source of 

injustice. But the kind of religion the Bible advocates is rooted in justice that flows from the 

heart of God. It seeks to bring all things into the wholeness of God. As those justified by faith in 

the God of all justice, we are to experience the wholeness that he brings and extend it as citizens 

of his kingdom. 

Pursuing Justice and Compassion 

It's amazing how quickly we shift from longing for justice to expecting mercy. If God's people 

are "to do justice and love mercy," as Micah puts it, neither of those things is hard to 

understand. But it's challenging to practice both of them at the same time. 

 

It helps to understand what biblical justice is. As Paul Louis Metzger says, "As those justified by 

faith in the God of all justice, we are to experience the wholeness that he brings and extend it 

as citizens of his kingdom." 

 

Bringing wholeness, making things right, is at the heart of God's justice. The articles in this 

Common Challenge show us how to do both justice and mercy, rightness and compassion. After 

all, God's goodness is seen in both his amazing justice and his amazing grace. 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+9%3A35-9%3A38
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+3%3A4
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+5%3A12-5%3A16
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A Biblical Perspective on Justice -Implications for 

Today’s Church 

Even though the idea of “justice” is a biblical concept integrated by various components that 

need to be kept in certain balance, the Bible gives privilege to the notion of justice as forgiving 

and restoring. As Christians, we are invited to practice a personal and social ethic that 

exemplifies this relationship model. 

Biblical Justice Components 

The Bible talks about retributive justice, restorative justice and distributive justice (jubilee). 

From a different perspective, justice is: 

1. a) a quality of God (He is righteous), 

2. b) to act and conduct oneself in life correctly, 

3. c) to give each person what is deserved (retribution), 

4. d) to defend the cause of the weak and vulnerable of society – social justice. 

First, one of God’s attributes is that He is righteous in the sense that He is impartial in His 

dealing with human beings, and also inherent to His nature is to act righteous (Psalm 11:7, Isaiah 

45:21) 

Second, justice (dikaiosune) refers to pious and righteous behavior. That’s the idea when the 

Bible says that Joseph “was a righteous man” (Matthew 1:19 NLT). An earlier Joseph can also 

be classified in the same category; his morally impeccable behavior revealed his integrity 

(Genesis 37 and 39). The Bible also says Job was “blameless and upright; he feared God and 

shunned evil” (Job 1:1). This is to be righteous. 

Third, the Bible has a component of retributive justice that consists of giving each person what’s 

deserved. It’s called retribution theology, and it’s based fundamentally on Deuteronomy 27:11–

28:68. This Scripture passage makes reference to the blessings of obedience and curses of 

disobedience. The idea is to give the guilty person the punishment deserved by the person’s 

actions. As we will see ahead here, a biblical reading from the kingdom’s perspective does not 

cancel this principle of retributive justice, but Christ and the New Testament redefine the terms 

of the relationship among human beings and between human beings and God around the 

principles of grace and mercy. The unmeasured use of retributive justice might cause abuse in 

the application of the religious, criminal or civil law. 

Fourth, the Bible defines the concept of justice as a social ethic. In other words, God works in 

favor of the most vulnerable of societies and invites His people to defend them and act in their 

favor. A biblical example of a paradigmatic case is the liberation of the Israelites from Egyptian 

slavery and oppression (Exodus 3:7–10). Deuteronomy 10:17–19 says about care for the poor 

and needy: 
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“For the Lord your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great God, mighty and awesome, 

who shows no partiality and accepts no bribes. He defends the cause of the fatherless and the 

widow, and loves the foreigner residing among you, giving them food and clothing. And you are 

to love those who are foreigners, for you yourselves were foreigners in Egypt.” 

Justice Redefined in the Kingdom’s Light  

Jesus reworks the law and retributive justice’s ethics in light of the hermeneutics of mercy. 

Paraphrasing Duke University professor Richard Hays, we can say that in order to understand the 

Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5-7) correctly, we need to recognize that we are weak and 

fallible people and then be willing to forgive one another as God forgives us seventy times seven 

(fmchr.ch/rbhays). Jesus summarizes the law and the prophets to the commands to love God and 

other people (Mathew 22:35–40, Luke 10:25–28). As it was said, Christ prioritizes the 

extravagant grace that forgives even “seventy times seven” (Matthew 18:21-22 KJV). That 

means a permanent disposition to forgive and provide opportunities. 

When the guardians of the law criticize Christ for associating and eating with sinners, He 

responds, “I desire mercy, not sacrifice” (Matthew 9:12–13 and 12:1–8, referencing Hosea 6:6). 

The prodigal son, who had sinned and failed in everything, was received again because the father 

was moved to mercy (Luke 15:20). In the kingdom’s perspective, the merciful are blessed 

because they will receive mercy in return (Matthew 5:7, 23:23). New Testament Scholar E.P. 

Sanders said that the typical response from Christ wasn’t of rejection but to encourage; He 

wasn’t condemnatory, but compassionate and forgiving; He wasn’t a puritan but someone joyful 

who liked celebration (fmchr.ch/epsanders). 

A phrase of Christ that commonly is interpreted as legalistic is when He said, “Be perfect, 

therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect” (Matthew 5:48). By the context, we understand that 

it means to be perfect in practicing mercy, like God is merciful so “that you may be children of 

your Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the 

righteous and the unrighteous” (Matthew 5:45). 

Paul says in Galatians 6:1-2, “Brothers and sisters, if someone is caught in a sin, you who live by 

the Spirit should restore that person gently. But watch yourselves, or you also may be 

tempted. Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.” 

In the New Testament, Jesus brings the retributive justice under subordination (instead of 

eliminating it) to the restorative justice named “mercy.” 

Justice and the Problem of Evil in Divine Creation 

“I have seen something else under the sun: The race is not to the swift or the battle to the strong, 

nor does food come to the wise or wealth to the brilliant or favor to the learned; but time and 

chance happen to them all. Moreover, no one knows when their hour will come: As fish are 

caught in a cruel net, or birds are taken in a snare, so people are trapped by evil times that fall 

unexpectedly upon them” (Ecclesiastes 9:11-12). 
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One of the great challenges to theology and pastoral ministry is the presence of evil in divine 

creation. As we consider justice in the Bible, we’re confronted with the human dilemma of 

“suffering injustice.” Is there justice in creation? Is life fair? Why do good and pious people like 

Job suffer terrible injustices and evil? 

While the Bible doesn’t explain these questions, it does face them with a unique and admirable 

realism. The books of Job and Ecclesiastes present the idea that there are aspects of life that 

cannot be answered with conventional formulas about justice. The problem of Job’s friends is 

that they had a prepackaged response — based in a retributive theology — about the causes of 

Job’s suffering. Their formula was that Job had sinned and, thus, he had to suffer via retributive 

justice (sin, guilt, punishment — simple). 

Basically, these books propose that life is perplexing, complex and elusive. They reveal that, 

under specific circumstances, life is not easy. For some people, life can be absurd, cruel, unjust, 

contradictory and mysterious. Let’s think about the thousands of people in Judah who were pious 

and “righteous” but died equally with the renegades in the siege and fall of Jerusalem in the year 

587 B.C. Let’s think of the thousands of innocent people who died in the Holocaust or the fall of 

the Twin Towers on 9/11. Let’s reflect on many Christian missionaries who are murdered in 

countries hostile to the gospel. What justice is that? Jesus Himself on the cross said, “My God, 

my God, why have you forsaken me?” (Matthew 27:46). 

The narrative of the books of Ruth, Job and Ecclesiastes and some Psalms teach us that there is 

merit to facing absurd challenges and injustice in life while being good people and not expecting 

something good in return. (Satan’s accusation of Job was that he served God because of the 

expected blessings.) We learn that evil is a real problem in the cosmos’ structure. We learn that 

this kind of suffering comes without explanation. We learn that we need to embrace success as 

well as failure. We learn that life goes on, and, thus, we need to rise from failures. We learn that 

God prizes faithfulness and perseverance in times of unfair suffering. (Job recovers his health, 

gets a new family, etc.). We learn that in some circumstances, we need to learn to be silent while 

counseling others, to accompany those who suffer, and to wait on God while avoiding 

preconceived therapies (that was Job’s counselors’ problem). Above all, we have to learn to 

embrace the mystery, and, like Jesus on the cross, always trust in the Father’s wisdom. 

We must recognize that we live in a twisted, fallen and imperfect world, and the kingdom of God 

is the divine answer to the problem of evil in His creation. Then evil doesn’t have the last word. 

God is fixing what is twisted and is taking all of His creation to a new, pristine estate with 

restored victory over evil and suffering. 

Practical Implications of Biblical Justice  

But what are the implications of biblical justice for the Christian ethic? How do we practice and 

apply justice in our daily lives? 

1. God is righteous, and that must make us trust in His justice and wisdom. 

2. The Christian believer — like Job and both Josephs in the Bible — is invited to live in a 

pious way that pleases God. In the New Testament, the Christ-follower is transformed by 
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his or her close relationship with Him and by the work of the Holy Spirit in the context of 

mentorship in the body of Christ. The Christian believer then produces “fruit in keeping 

with repentance” (Matthew 3:8) and shows the fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22–23). 

3. Retributive justice reminds us that the way we act has consequences in this life and also 

in eternity. This justice shows us that there are limits in life that we are not to trespass. It 

reminds us that we must live responsible lives before God, family, church and society. 

Additionally, the biblical alternative to any brutality in the criminal justice or ecclesial 

systems are exhortation, reprehension, repentance, confession, forgiveness and 

restitution. 

4. God’s justice also is manifested by defending the helpless and marginalized (Proverbs 

31:9). Any theological discourse that ignores this dimension of biblical justice suffers 

ideological narrowness or incongruency between what the Bible teaches and Christian 

practice. Biblical justice summons us to work for the just and equal treatment of all 

individuals or groups. That means not to discriminate against anybody for conditions of 

gender, skin color, social level, or religious beliefs. As Christians, we are called to defend 

the rights of every person, even when their beliefs or characteristics are different than 

ours. 

In conclusion, the notion of justice is a biblical concept of various components that we need to 

keep in balance. Nonetheless, the Bible prefers the notion of forgiveness and restorative justice. 

As Christians, we are invited to practice a personal and social ethic that exemplifies a 

relationship style of forgiveness and restoration. Jesus put the hermeneutic of mercy in the center 

of relationships. 

The mercy and justice of God are revealed through Christ’s redemptive and justifying death for 

us, the guilty. This is a powerful and relevant message for the contemporary culture. 

Biblical Justice in a Social Justice World 

There is a lot of discussion around justice in our society today, especially the idea of social 

justice. This discussion is happening both inside and outside of the church. For that reason, I 

have spent a good deal of time reading arguments made by both Christians and non-Christians on 

social justice.  The more I read the clearer it becomes Christians need to do a better job when we 

talk about justice, and by better I mean we need to be more biblical in our understanding and 

practice of justice, because when we get justice wrong, we undermine the core of God’s work in 

the gospel of Jesus Christ (Rom. 3.26). 

Social justice is a term that appears to be intentionally vague and hard to define. This allows the 

term to be used as a weapon which is constantly morphing to fit each situation. Something that is 

not defined is hard to understand and even harder to critique. To bring clarity to any discussion, 

sound definitions are needed. For that reason, I offer the following definition of social justice, 

“Social justice is the equal distribution of advantages, disadvantages, wealth, privileges, and 

opportunities within a society.” 

https://www.riverviewbaptist.net/pastor-levis-blog/2017/11/16/biblical-justice-in-a-social-justice-world
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+3.26&version=ESV
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Agree or disagree with that definition, and whether this is indeed just or unjust, it gives us a 

place to start to understand it. So should the Christian be for or against social justice? To answer 

that question we need to understand what the Bible teaches about justice in general, only then 

can we apply it to our situations. 

Ronald Nash summarized this challenge for Christians well in his book Social Justice & the 

Christian Church. According to Nash, one of our biggest problems is that whenever we see the 

word justice we bring a singular meaning to it which is more shaped by our modern ideas than by 

biblical ones. Nash wrote, “It is disconcerting to see someone quote a biblical text containing the 

word ‘justice,’ ignore all questions about the particular meaning the term has in that context, and 

simply presume that the verse functions as a proof-text for his position.” 

Proof-texting happens far too often in this discussion when we fail to acknowledge the Bible 

uses the term justice in many different and nuanced ways. If we fail to realize the term justice 

has a range of meaning, we end-up forcing our understanding of justice on a particular text, and 

even on all of scripture. I want to offer three truths about biblical justice which can help us to 

clear the fog around the topic of justice in the Bible. 

The Bible Speaks of Both Universal Justice & Particular Justice 

When we read the word justice in the Bible, it can fall under two different basic meanings. One 

of these board uses (universal justice) though nearly forgotten today was very common in the 

ancient world. If we hope to understand scripture’s teaching on justice then we need to 

understand the differences in how the term is used. Only then can we hope to apply it to today. 

The first basic meaning of justice is the idea of universal justice. This is used to describe a 

person who is just, or better yet, righteous. It is used to describe virtues which are desirable and 

good for individuals.  This type of justice is universal because all people can and should practice 

this in their character. The idea of personal virtue is not a common topic today, but it was in the 

ancient world. This use of justice describes someone who is a good person, who is morally 

upright, a person who others should emulate. Under this use of justice, we find upstanding 

character traits and practices such as generosity, gracefulness, kindness, sincerity, mercy, etc. 

For example, someone who gives charity to the poor can be described as “just” but we should 

note this use is not talking about righting an injustice or immoral act. It is merely someone who 

is virtuous or behaving in a morally upright way. 

This distinction is important to remember because if we take passages which are promoting 

virtues as actually talking about injustice and oppression, we end up doing violence to a text and 

we end up with an unbalanced understanding of God’s teaching on justice. 

The second umbrella definition of justice is particular justice. This is more in line with what we 

normally think about with justice—laws, courts, punishments, fairness, righting wrongs, etc. 

This type of justice is particular because it requires particular circumstances in order for it to 

come into effect. Particular justice can be carried out in many areas of life including 

marketplaces, courtrooms, governments, covenants, etc. 

https://www.amazon.com/Social-Justice-Christian-Church-Ronald/dp/0880620080/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1510858375&sr=8-1&keywords=social+justice+and+the+christian+church
https://www.amazon.com/Social-Justice-Christian-Church-Ronald/dp/0880620080/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1510858375&sr=8-1&keywords=social+justice+and+the+christian+church
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What we must learn from this distinction is the importance of knowing the individual context of 

a passage when it talks about justice. Is this text referring to universal or particular justice? Only 

after we know what use of justice we are talking about, can we then do the hard work of 

interpreting and applying it to today. 

The Core of Particular Justice 

The core meaning of particular justice is giving someone what is his due. It is to give a person 

what he earned, deserved, or has a right to. When someone breaks a law they have earned 

punishment. To issue a fair punishment is to practice particular justice by giving a criminal his 

due. To refuse to punish the individual is to do an injustice. To over punish the individual is also 

to commit an injustice. 

Particular justice does not guarantee equality of outcome from person to person. Rather, in order 

for justice to occur, inequality of outcome is sometimes necessary. Justice is about getting one’s 

due, which means one person may earn a high grade and another a low grade. One person may 

be due to make more money than another because of his superior skills. This inequality of 

outcome is not a sign of injustice; rather it is a sign particular justice has occurred. 

What about when we do not get our due? This can be one of two things. First, it can be an act of 

grace or mercy. God shows us grace through the death of Jesus Christ, he gives us what we did 

not earn and could never earn. This is a good thing, and it is just thing in the sense of universal 

justice. God though also dealt with the particular justice needed through the atoning death of 

Christ. 

Second, if you get something which is not your due it can also be an injustice. If you are 

convicted of a crime you did not commit, you are receiving something which is not your due. 

This is an injustice. 

Justice is Inseparable from Morality 

The idea of justice, both universal and particular, is impossible without an ultimate moral 

standard. How can we determine what is good, right, and just if there are no universal moral 

standards? How can we determine if an action was just, or a ruling just, without appealing to a 

moral authority? We can’t. So much of the disagreement in our society today about ideas of 

justice reveals more about someone’s moral code and authority than anything else. 

The Bible offers us clear guidance on what justice is and what it is not. It should not surprise us 

then the moral standards of scripture differ greatly from the moral standards of many who today 

promote social justice. Because justice is always linked with moral standards and authority, is it 

any surprise so many Christians are slow to endorse a term which is promoted by an openly 

hostile worldview which is morally bankrupt and based on an immoral authority? 

The term social justice, as it is defined and argued for today, is not a biblical term and it stems 

from a moral code which at its core is immoral. Some Christians think we should try to redeem 
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the term, but I am of the opinion the term’s current definition and the lack of the term’s use in 

scripture make this unnecessary and even unwise. 

Other well-meaning Christians think Christians today are so misunderstood by the world at large 

that if we would just get with the social justice movement we could earn a seat at the table. 

Perhaps though, it is us who fail to understand that the moral standards and moral authority 

propping up the social justice movement is anti-Christ (here is an article which explains this 

further). This does not mean they get everything wrong, but it does mean we need to strive to 

come to these issues with a Christ-centered understanding of justice. The social justice table is 

not a table we should be found sitting at, let alone promoting. 

Instead, Christians should turn to think more deeply about biblical ideas of justice and thus 

practice the Protestant tradition of semper reformanda (always reforming).  By doing so we 

acknowledge the authority which forms our moral standards, and our practice of justice is the 

word of God. This is God’s world, he is the only authority for moral standards and the practice of 

justice. If we want to be people who practice both universal and particular justice then we need 

do the hard-work of understanding biblical justice. Then we need to live it out.  

The Beauty of Biblical Justice 
 

Isaiah 58 tells us about the importance of justice, the meaning of justice, and how to 

become people who do it. 

Let’s start by looking at verse two, where God describes a particular group of people, who, the 

passage says, “day after day … seek me out.” The Hebrew Scriptures, when they talk about 

seeking the Lord, are talking about worship; they’re talking about going to temple and the 

sacrificial system: prayer and tithes. This is describing people who are diligent; who “day after 

day [they] seek me out.” 

The passage goes on to describe them as people who “seem eager to know my ways.” The 

language here means to be passionate. In Hebrew it actually says (in spite of the fact that verse 

one says they’re in rebellion) that “they seek me diligently; they’re passionate to know my laws.” 

These people want to know how to live. They’re looking at the Ten Commandments. Their 

personal morality is practically perfect. Their worship—at least their fulfillment of the worship 

ordinances—is fastidious. And yet, they come to God, and in verse three they say, “Why have 

we fasted?” They want to know, “Why have we humbled ourselves and you haven’t noticed?” In 

spite of their moral lives, God is not answering their prayers. 

God’s response is startling. He says, essentially, “Let me tell you what a fast is. Let me tell you 

what worship is. Let me tell you what it really means to seek me. In Isaiah 58:5-7, God says, “Is 

it not to loose the chains of injustice, to untie the cords of the yoke and set the oppressed free? Is 

not the fast I chose to share your food with the hungry, to provide the poor wanderer with shelter, 

to see the naked and clothe him?”  

https://docsandlin.com/2017/02/04/social-justice-isnt/
https://docsandlin.com/2017/02/04/social-justice-isnt/
https://byfaithonline.com/the-beauty-of-biblical-justice/
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Justice: The Inevitable Sign of Real Faith 

God says something astonishing here, and to get the full gist of it we need to look at Matthew 25. 

There, Jesus not only draws heavily on this passage, but on what’s said throughout the Old 

Testament, including Proverbs 14:31, where we read, “If you insult the poor, you insult the 

Lord.” Proverbs 19:17 tells us, “If you give to the poor, you give to the Lord.” In Matthew 25, 

Jesus talks about Judgment Day, when, He says, the Lord will have all of us standing in front of 

Him. On one side, He’ll set the people who are saved. On the other side, the people who are lost. 

And this is what He’ll say to the lost: “If you don’t love the poor, if you don’t love the hungry, 

the naked, the poor wanderer, the homeless—if you don’t love them, then no matter what you 

say, you don’t love me.” 

A deep social conscience, and a life poured out in service to others, especially the poor, is the 

inevitable sign of real faith, and justice is the grand symptom of a real relationship with God. If 

you know Him, it will be there. It may come slowly, but it will come. If it doesn’t, you don’t 

have the relationship you think you have. Do you understand that this is at the heart of biblical 

faith? Do you see the importance of justice? 

Now, why would God say that a deep concern for justice is the inevitable sign of a love 

relationship with Him? The second thing we learn here is the meaning of justice. 

A deep social conscience, and a life poured out in service to others, especially the poor, is the 

inevitable sign of real faith. 

It’s interesting, when we talk about justice in our contemporary society, we don’t have the same 

definition the Bible does. Behind the biblical idea of justice is the rich concept of shalom. Look 

at verse seven; there’s a deliberate paradox there. It says [describing justice], “Is it not to share 

your food with the hungry and to provide the poor wanderer with shelter … ?” What is a poor 

wanderer? The word really means “a stranger.” A poor wanderer, according to the Hebrew 

commentaries, was an alien, a person from another country who had come into your country with 

virtually nothing—a refugee. But notice the synonym at the end of this sentence. It says you need 

to share your food, to provide shelter, to clothe the naked, and not turn away from your own flesh 

and blood. In this culture, where family meant everything, you were to treat the wanderer as if he 

were your own flesh and blood. God gives the stranger the status of family. 

Shalom and Biblical Justice 

God created the world to be a fabric, for everything to be woven together and interdependent. 

Neil Plantinga, a theologian, puts it like this: “The webbing together of God, humans, and all 

creation in equity, fulfillment, and delight”—[this] is what the Hebrew prophets call shalom. We 

translate it “peace,” but in the Bible, shalom means universal flourishing, wholeness, and delight. 

It describes a rich state of affairs in which natural needs are satisfied and natural gifts are 

faithfully and fruitfully employed, all under the arc of God’s love. 

Here’s an illustration of shalom: If I threw a thousand threads onto the table they wouldn’t be a 

fabric. They’d just be threads laying on top of each other. Threads become a fabric when each 
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one has been woven over, under, around, and through every other one. The more interdependent 

they are, the more beautiful they are. The more interwoven they are, the stronger and warmer 

they are. God made the world with billions of entities, but He didn’t make them to be an 

aggregation. Rather, He made them to be in a beautiful, harmonious, knitted, webbed, 

interdependent relationship with each other. 

Three examples might help further explain the concept. Physically, when your body’s working 

properly, every part works with all the others. But if you have cancer, it means a part of your 

body is at odds with the others. You experience the unraveling of physical shalom. 

Psychologically, your inner psyche has various parts: thoughts, feelings, and reason. When 

they’re working together you experience inner shalom, peace. But when your feelings crave 

something that troubles your conscience, you experience guilt. Which means you experience the 

unraveling of psychological shalom. Financially, when people have money, resources, and 

advantages, when they plunge them into the human community—so the parks are great and the 

schools are great and the houses are great—you have a strong social fabric. You experience 

social shalom. But when the wealthy ignore the less fortunate, when they hold onto everything, 

the social fabric unravels.  

In the West, when we think of justice, we think of individual rights. We think justice means 

freeing individuals from the constrictions of the group, freeing them to do whatever they want 

regardless of what the group says. Biblical justice has a different trajectory. Biblical justice 

means interwovenness, interdependence, bringing individuals to see that our stuff isn’t just ours. 

We do justice when we go where the fabric is breaking down, where the weaker members of 

society are falling through, where the interpenetration and the interdependence isn’t happening. 

Bruce Waltke, a Hebrew scholar, adds perspective by helping us understand what it means to be 

“righteous” and “wicked.” Righteous people, Waltke says, deprive themselves for the sake of the 

community. Wicked people see their resources as belonging to them, and to them alone. 

Righteous people see that much of what they have belongs to the community; the wicked say no, 

it’s all mine. Read through the Bible with those definitions, and suddenly you’re reading a 

different book. Do you see now what it means to do justice? We do justice when we go where 

the fabric is breaking down, where the weaker members of society are falling through, where the 

interpenetration and the interdependence isn’t happening. 

Notice that justice is depicted as sharing food with the hungry. The Hebrew commentators point 

out that this literally means to wait on the hungry. It’s not saying to give money so somebody 

else can serve the food. It says, literally, to serve the poor. That’s what it means to do justice. It 

means taking the threads of your life—your emotions, your time, your body, your physical 

presence, your money—and plunging them into the lives of other people through thousands of 

involvements. 

Justice = Generosity 

Fabric, threads, involvements—over, under, around, and through—that’s how you do justice. 

And notice the logic, notice how verse six talks about loosing the chains of injustice and dealing 
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with the oppressed—and then it says to share your food. If you don’t share, you’re not only 

stingy, you’re unjust. A lot of people in Western countries say, “Wait a minute, you’re telling me 

that if I’m not giving, I’m being unjust? How could that be?” 

Here’s an illustration. In New York, and in all the cities around the country, children are growing 

up in communities where—given their family circumstances and their school situation—they’re 

functionally illiterate. By the time they’re 15, 16, 17 they can’t read or write. When you get to 

that age and you can’t read, you’re ruined for the market, you’re ruined when it comes to 

economic and social flourishing. You’re locked into poverty for the rest of your life. That’s 

happening to hundreds of thousands of people in this city right now. Why? 

The liberal analysis says it’s because of unjust social structures. The conservative analysis says 

it’s because of the breakdown of the family. But nobody says it’s the kids’ fault. Nobody says 

that a 7- or 8-year-old is supposed to think: “I need to move to a better school district.” No 7- or 

8-year-old is supposed to think: “My parents are guilty of malpractice.” Nobody says that 7-year-

olds need to pull themselves up by their bootstraps. And yet, a child born into my family has a 

300 to 400 times greater chance for economic and social flourishing than the kids in those 

neighborhoods. That’s just one example of the way in which the fabric of this world—the shalom 

of this world—has been broken. If I don’t share the advantages that this unjust world has dealt 

me, that in itself is unjust, isn’t it? 

These kids are being ground down by the structure. … It’s not enough to do individual charity; 

you have to address social structures. 

Isaiah doesn’t just talk about loosing the yoke, but about breaking it. A yoke, of course, is 

something you put on an ox; it’s a restraining device, a structure that limits the animals’ range of 

movement. For God to talk about unjust situations, like families and schools that produce 

illiterate kids—that’s a structure, right? That’s a yoke. These kids are being ground down by the 

structure. The passage, then, doesn’t simply tell us to get the kids out of the schools; it tells us to 

change those schools. Change those neighborhoods. It’s not enough to do individual charity; you 

have to address social structures—that’s what it says. 

Identifying with the Poor 

As we come to the last point, let’s go back to the question we started with: Why would Jesus say, 

“If you have a love relationship with me, you’ll care for the poor”? 

When you look at Matthew 25 or Isaiah 1 or Isaiah 58 it’s easy to miss the point. It’s easy to 

think to yourself: Here’s God, Jesus, and Isaiah, and they’re all saying: “Worship ordinances: 

check. Personal morality: check. Social justice? You don’t have that down.” 

“Ah!” you say to yourself, “My list wasn’t long enough. If I add charity, then God will answer 

my prayers; then He’ll give me the life that I want.” 

If that’s what you think, you have missed the point. This is a critique of that kind of religion; it’s 

a critique of the people in verses two and three who are trying to put pressure on God, who are 
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saying, “We’ve lived a good life and now you owe us.” That kind of thinking does nothing to 

change the fundamental self-centeredness of the heart. Think about it—if, with that mindset, you 

do good to the poor, live a moral life, read the Bible and pray, you’re not doing it for God’s sake; 

you’re not doing it for the poor’s sake. You’re doing it for you. You’re being good out of 

absolute self-absorption and that doesn’t help a thing. You haven’t changed the heart at all.  

How can we get to the place where we obey God, and love the poor, and do good for God’s 

sake? For the poor’s sake and not for our sake? You have to experience the beauty of it. Let me 

explain: When Jesus says if you love the poor you love Me; when Proverbs says if you lend to 

the poor you lend to Me, when you insult the poor you insult Me—what is that saying? It says 

that God identifies with the poor. 

Well, we tend to think, how nice that He empathizes with the poor. But it goes deeper than that. 

Christianity explains just how far God went to identify with the poor. When God came to earth in 

the form of Jesus Christ, He was born in the feed trough. When His parents took Him to 

circumcision, their offering was two pigeons—the offering that was accepted for those on the 

lowest rung on the economic ladder. Jesus was essentially homeless. He said, “Foxes have holes, 

birds have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.” He rode into town on a 

borrowed donkey. He ate His last meal in a borrowed room. He was buried in a borrowed tomb. 

He was poor! 

And more than that, He was a victim of injustice. Jim Boice, who used to teach at Tenth 

Presbyterian Church in Philadelphia, explained how Jesus’ arrest, interrogation, lack of defense 

council, the physical abuse—everything about His arrest and trial, was a miscarriage of justice. 

So, when the Lord stands before you, if you say, “Lord, when did we see you naked? When did 

we see you thirsty? When did we see you a prisoner?” Jesus will be able to say, “Are you 

kidding? They cast lots for my garments. I was naked. I cried out in thirst. I was beaten.” Jesus 

Christ literally became one of the oppressed. He literally went under the yoke. And now, because 

of all that, He says, “I who deserved vindication got condemnation, so you—human beings who 

have messed up this world, who deserve condemnation—can get justice and pardon.” Jesus 

Christ plunged Himself into our lives. He took all the threads of His glory, at infinite cost to 

Himself, and threaded Himself into our lives, saving us from falling through. 

Seeking Biblical Justice 

The major Hebrew and Greek words for justice appear in scripture over 1,000 times – at least 10 

times the number of references to sexual sin. On many of these occassions, the Hebrew word for 

justice is paired with the word for righteousness, indicating that “righteousness” is about more 

than personal piety; it’s a sense that things are right for the communal whole – a sense of justice 

and rightness. 

Here’s a brief look at three characteristics of biblical justice for us to consider as we advocate for 

the poor in the coming year: 
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1. Biblical Justice Witnesses to God 

If we’re looking for a picture of justice, it looks like God: 

“For I will proclaim the name of the Lord; ascribe greatness to our God! The Rock, his work is 

perfect, and all his ways are just. A faithful God, without deceit, just and upright is he” (Deut 

32:3-4). 

As Chris Marshall so wonderfully puts it in The Little Book of Biblical Justice, “Justice is not 

something God aspires to; it is the heart of who God is and what God does” (p. 22). And so, 

because God is justice, our own involvement in making justice visible in the world makes God 

himself visible. Unfortunately, most of our missional activity in the world prioritizes conversion 

and compassion, bearing witness only to God’s mercy and salvation, to the exclusion of God’s 

justice. But biblical justice also witnesses to God – to his fair judgement, his integrity, and his 

inclusion of all people in His kingdom. 

2. Biblical Justice is a Key Responsibility of God’s People 

Because God had dealt fairly and justly with the Hebrew people when he rescued them from 

Egypt and established them in the wilderness, they too were to treat each other justly and ensure 

that their newly established systems were just and equitable for all. As soon as God formed them 

together as a collective unit, he gave them the responsibility of doing and ensuring justice. 

Because he rescued them from the hand of an oppressive leader, their government systems were 

to be free from oppression. Because he cared for them when they were aliens in a strange land, 

their social system needed to protect and care for foreigners, too. Because he provided for their 

needs in the wilderness, their economic systems needed to ensure that wealth distribution 

remained fair for all and that everyone’s basic needs were met. 

When God’s people prioritized other religious practices and offerings, at the expense of the 

practice of justice, the pious worship no longer pleased God, but angered him: 

“When you stretch out your hands, I will hide my eyes from you; even though you make many 

prayers, I will not listen; your hands are full of blood. Wash yourselves; make yourselves clean; 

remove the evil of your doings from before my eyes; cease to do evil, learn to do good; seek 

justice, rescue the oppressed, defend the orphan, plead for the widow” (Isa 1:15-17).  

Biblical justice is not reserved merely for activist types – it’s an obligation and expectation for us 

all. 

3. Biblical Justice is About the Big Picture 

If we are to reflect God’s justice to one another and to deal with one another as God has dealt 

with us, it is clear that biblical justice is about relationships. However, it is also clear in scripture 

that biblical justice extends beyond interpersonal interactions. To some degree, it may be helpful 

to think about justice as compassion on a larger scale. Where compassion is concerned that my 

neighbor has enough, justice is concerned that every neighbor in the community (be it global or 

http://www.amazon.com/Little-Book-Biblical-Justice-Peacebuilding/dp/1561485055
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local) has enough. Where compassion forgives and releases a grudge, justice ensures 

punishments are fair and offenders have a chance at restoration, if possible. Where compassion 

mourns with the mother who miscarried, justice mourns that many mothers around the world do 

not have access to simple quality health care. 

In the new heaven and the new earth that is pictured in Revelation 21, God says that he is 

“making all things new” (Rev. 21:5, NRSV). All things. Not just our souls, though they need 

newness. Not just our relationships, though many of them need restoration. Not just our bodies, 

though they are fragile and need healing. All things. Our governments, our government leaders, 

our financial systems, our corporations, our judiciary and health care systems, our environment. 

Biblical justice, at its heart, is participation with God in making all things new. 

Bible Verses about 'Justice' 

He [God] has shown you, O mortal, what is good. And what does the LORD require of you? To 

act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God  - Micah 6:8 

Stop doing wrong, learn to do right! Seek justice, encourage the oppressed. Defend the cause of 

the fatherless, plead the case of the widow  - Isaiah 1:16-17 

Seek good, not evil, that you may live. Then the Lord God Almighty will be with you, just as 

you say he is. Hate evil, love good; maintain justice in the courts  -  Amos 5:14-15 

The word of the Lord is right and true; he is faithful in all he does. The Lord loves righteousness 

and justice; the earth is full of his unfailing love  -  Psalm 33:4-5 

God is not unjust; he will not forget your work and the love you have shown him as you have 

helped his people and continue to help them - Hebrews 6:10 

 

We know him who said, "It is mine to avenge; I will repay," and again, "The Lord will judge his 

people." It is a dreadful thing to fall into the hands of the living God - Hebrews 10:30-31 

Learn to do right! Seek justice, encourage the oppressed - Isaiah 1:17 

My righteousness draws near speedily, my salvation is on the way, and my arm will bring justice 

to the nations. The islands will look to me and wait in hope for my arm - Isaiah 51:5 

Hate evil, love good; maintain justice in the courts. Perhaps the LORD God Almighty will have 

mercy on the remnant of Joseph - Amos 5:15 

The LORD works righteousness and justice for all the oppressed - Psalm 103:6 

But let justice roll on like a river, righteousness like a never-failing stream - Amos 5:24 

Woe to those who make unjust laws, to those who issue oppressive decrees, to deprive the poor 

of their rights and withhold justice from the oppressed of my people - Isaiah 10:1-2 

In faithfulness he will bring forth justice; he will not falter or be discouraged till he establishes 

justice on earth. In his law the islands will put their hope - Isaiah 42:3-4 

Break the arm of the wicked and evil man; call him to account for his wickedness that would not 

be found out - Psalm 10:15 

This is what the LORD Almighty says: "Administer true justice; show mercy and compassion to 

one another. Do not oppress the widow or the fatherless, the alien or the poor. In your hearts do 

not think evil of each other." - Zechariah 7:9-10 
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If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all 

unrighteousness - 1 John 1:9 

Learn to do right! Seek justice, encourage the oppressed. Defend the cause of the fatherless, 

plead the case of the widow - Isaiah 1:17 

All who rely on observing the law are under a curse, for it is written: "Cursed is everyone who 

does not continue to do everything written in the Book of the Law." Clearly no one is justified 

before God by the law, because, "The righteous will live by faith." - Galatians 3:10-11 

 

For in the same way you judge others, you will be judged, and with the measure you use, it will 

be measured to you - Matthew 7:2 

If you really change your ways and your actions and deal with each other justly, if you do not 

oppress the alien, the fatherless or the widow and do not shed innocent blood in this place, and if 

you do not follow other gods to your own harm, then I will let you live in this place, in the land I 

gave your forefathers for ever and ever - Jeremiah 7:5-7 

Israel has forgotten his Maker and built palaces; Judah has fortified many towns. But I will send 

fire upon their cities that will consume their fortresses - Hosea 8:14 

 

Biblical Foundations for Advocacy 

Speak out for those who cannot speak, for the rights of all the destitute. Defend the rights of the 

poor and needy. —Proverbs 31:8-9 

How terrible it will be for those who make unfair laws, and those who write laws that make life 

hard for people. They are not fair to the poor, and they rob my people of their rights. They allow 

people to steal from widows and to take from orphans what really belongs to them. —Isaiah 

10:1-2 

Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the thongs of the yoke, to 

let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? If you offer your food to the hungry and 

satisfy the needs of the afflicted, then your light shall rise in the darkness and your gloom be like 

the noonday. —Isaiah 58:6-10 

Two central themes run through the Bible concerning justice. The first is God's all-encompassing 

love, concern, and mercy for all human beings. The second is our responsibility to love God's 

earth and to care for God's people. 

God placed Adam and Eve in the garden and instructed them to care for it. In the story of Cain 

and Abel, God sent the clear message that we are, indeed, our brother's and sister's keeper. In the 

tradition of the exodus from Egypt, we learn of God's compassionate response to misery, 

oppression, and slavery. God's law not only calls for individual piety but also communal 

responsibility for the well-being of all. 

God never asks us to love only those with whom we are intimately acquainted, but instead a 

more difficult love is required. Over and over, the law instructs Israelites to remember the 
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stranger, the foreigner, the orphan and the widow those most vulnerable to hunger and poverty 

and ties this instruction to the exodus. 

 

Look at Deuteronomy: 

When you gather your crops and fail to bring in some of the grain that you have cut, do not go 

back for it; it is to be left for the foreigners, orphans, and widows. . . . When you have gathered 

your grapes once, do not go back over the vines a second time; the grapes that are left are for the 

foreigners, orphans and widows. Never forget that you were slaves in Egypt; that is why I have 

given you this command. (24:19-22) 

Other laws provided for sharing one-tenth of the harvest with immigrants, orphans and widows 

(Deuteronomy 14:28-29), for lending at no interest to those in need (Exodus 22:25), and for the 

cancellation of debts every seventh year (Deuteronomy 15:1-2, 7-11). Every fiftieth year was to 

be a Year of Jubilee during which property was to be returned to the family of the original 

owner. The intent of this law, which may never have been carried out, was to prevent the 

concentration of wealth and make sure that each family had the means to feed itself. 

The prophets, too, insisted on justice for everyone. Amos, for example, denounced those who 

trampled on the needy and destroyed the poor in order to gain wealth. He railed against those 

who lived in luxury while the poor were being crushed. The prophets' main judgments were 

leveled against idolatry and social injustice. The living God insists on personal morality and 

social justice, while idols offer prosperity without social responsibility. 

The Psalms invite us to celebrate God's justice. 

God always keeps promises; God judges in favor of the oppressed and gives food to the hungry. 

(146:6-7) Happy are those who are concerned for the poor; the Lord will help them when they 

are in trouble. (41:1 TEV) 

The wisdom literature in the Old Testament expresses the same theme, as these texts from 

Proverbs indicate: 

If you refuse to listen to the cry of the poor, your own cry will not be heard. (21:13) Speak out 

for those who cannot speak, for the rights of all the destitute. Defend the rights of the poor and 

needy. (31:8-9) 

Concern for poor, hungry and vulnerable people is pervasive in the Hebrew Scriptures. It flows 

directly from the revelation of God through the rescue of an enslaved people. 

Jesus: Our model of love, peace, and justice 

The justice ethic of Jesus is built upon the foundation of Hebrew Scriptures. Yet, as Christians, 

our understanding of liberation emerges from the divine act of salvation the life, death and 

resurrection of Jesus Christ. Because "the lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world" 

conquered sin and death for us, we are forgiven, reconciled to God, born anew to be imitators of 
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God, called to sacrificial love for others. Through the gift of eternal life, Jesus sets us free to 

make the doing of good our purpose in life (Ephesians 2:8-10). 

The example of Jesus is our guide and inspiration. He had a special sense of mission to poor and 

oppressed people evidence that, in him, the messianic promises were being fulfilled. At the 

outset of his ministry, Jesus stood up in the synagogue at Nazareth and read from the prophet 

Isaiah: 

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor. 

He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the 

oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor. (Luke 4:18-19) 

The gospels depict Jesus repeatedly reaching out to those at the bottom of the social pyramid--

poor people, women, Samaritans, lepers, children, prostitutes and tax collectors. Jesus was also 

eager to accept people who were well-placed, but he made clear that all, regardless of social 

position, needed to repent. For this reason, he invited the rich young lawyer to sell all of his 

possessions and give the proceeds to the poor. 

Jesus expanded the traditional meaning of the word "neighbor"—defining our neighbor as 

anyone who is in need including social outcasts. (Luke 10:25-37) Moreover, Jesus calls us to 

love not only our neighbors but also our enemies. (Matthew 5:44) 

In his portrayal of the Day of Judgment, Jesus pictured people from all nations gathered before 

him. To the "sheep" he says, "Come you blessed of my Father, for I was hungry and you fed me. 

. . ." In their astonishment they ask, "When did we do that?" And he answers, "When you did it 

to the lowliest of my brothers (and sisters)." Conversely, to the "goats" he says, "Out of my sight, 

you who are condemned, for I was hungry and you did not feed me. . . ." (Matthew 25:31-46, 

paraphrased) 

Clearly, in both Old and New Testaments the intention of God that all people find a place at the 

table is combined with a responsibility on our part for those who are most vulnerable, those most 

often kept from the table. This intention flows from the heart of God, who reaches out in love to 

all of us--rich, poor and in between. 

Advocating for justice 

God, however, requires both charity and justice, and justice can often be achieved only through 

the mechanism of government. The view that nations, as well as individuals, will be judged by 

the way they treat the weakest and most vulnerable among them is deeply embedded in the 

witness of prophets such as Isaiah, who said: 

How terrible it will be for those who make unfair laws,and those who write laws that make life 

hard for people. They are not fair to the poor, and they rob my people of their rights. They allow 

people to steal from widows and to take from orphans what really belongs to them.(Isaiah 10:1-

2) 
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Jesus criticized and disobeyed laws when they got in the way of helping people. He healed 

people on the sabbath, for example, even though all work was prohibited on the sabbath. 

Religion and government were intermixed, so Jesus was challenging the law of the land. The 

threat Jesus posed to both religious and political authorities led to his crucifixion. Government is 

not the only or always the best instrument to deal with injustice. But it is one of the institutions 

created by God part of God's providence for the welfare of people. Because we live in a 

democracy, a nation with a government "of the people," we have a special privilege and 

responsibility to use the power of our citizenship to promote public justice and reduce hunger. 

On a personal note, I think the most significant insight I gained was seeing a glimpse of 

imputation in Jeremiah I had never noticed before. In Jer 23:5 promises to “raise up for David a 

righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and 

righteousness in the land.” He will be called “The LORD is our righteousness” (23:6). Later in 

Jer 33:15 God reiterates this promise of a righteous Branch from the line of David. But in this 

passage it is Jerusalem that is given the name “The LORD is our righteousness” (33:16). The 

righteousness of the righteous Branch is given to the people whom he redeems. As such it aligns 

with what Paul writes in 2 Corinthians 5:21, “For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no 

sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.” 
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Four Faces Expressing Christ 

Introduction 

We find some help in an unexpected portion of the Word: the four faces of the living creatures in 

Ezekiel: 

What is the prophet Ezekiel really looking at when he sees these four winged magnicient faced 

creatures? What do they symbolize, and represent? Why was God showing these creatures by 

vision to Ezekiel? Have you ever wondered if the world events are actually in the bible? World 

events of the past like the Jewish Holocaust, Twin Towers and 9-11, if they are mentioned in the 

bible where are they? Who is the False Prophet and who is the Antichrist? Where do the United 

and States and Rome and other nations stand on God's time clock?  

What relevance does the seven churches mentioned in the book of Revelation have on the world 

today? The book also talks about other foreign nations even though these prophecies were 

written some time ago. These prophesies still have a lot of relevance today. The author, 

Velvelette Poole has been in ministry for over twenty years and foretells of her personal 

experiences with dreams and visions. She currently ministers on the radio on WPJL 1240 am. 

She has prophecied to many with signs and wonders following. 

“And from the midst of it there came the likeness of four living creatures. And this was their 

appearance: They had the likeness of a man. And every one had four faces…As for the likeness 

of their faces, they had the face of a man; and the four of them had the face of a lion on the right 

side, and the four of them had the face of an ox on the left side, and the four of them had the face 

of an eagle.” – Ezekiel 1:5-6, 10 

In verse 5, the four living creatures bear the appearance of a man.  This matches the appearance 

of the One on the throne above the living creatures: “…upon the likeness of the throne was One 

in appearance like a man” (v.26). The significance of this awesome scene is deep: the expression 

of the Lord Jesus, the One on the throne, is manifested in His fine humanity.  Likewise, as the 

four living creatures, we believers express God as a man. 

God needs and uses our uplifted, transformed humanity for His expression.  The more we 

advance in the Christian life and in God’s organic salvation, the more properly human we 

become.  People who contact us do not touch a strangely spiritual, otherworldly, angelic being; 

rather they see an expression of the genuine, normal, fine, balanced humanity of Jesus. 

Face of a Man – The primary face of each of the four living creatures is that of a man. This 

typifies the Lord’s normal human life as seen throughout the Gospels.  On one hand He 

performed miracles, on the other hand He was so ordinary that people wondered, “Is not this the 

carpenter’s son?” (Matt. 13:55). 
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At work, at school, or in our neighborhood, we too need to have the face of a man.  Our conduct, 

speech and expression should all be authentically human, though not through our natural 

humanity, but by the humanity of the Lord Jesus. 

“We need to realize, therefore, that we should be ordinary, that is, we should be the same as 

common, ordinary human beings. Although we pray, read the Bible, attend the meetings, and 

serve God, our appearance is still the appearance of a man, and our face is the face of a man. In 

our dress we are proper, but we are ordinary, not peculiar or eccentric.” – Life Study of Ezekiel, 

p.52 

Face of a Lion – As king of the animals, the lion signifies reigning, victory, boldness, strength, 

and vigor.  To have the face of a lion is to aggressively stand against anything sinful or worldly. 

“If in the office you are a proper man, others will be drawn to you. However, those who are 

drawn to you may be “germs” that can corrupt you. Because they like you, they may invite you 

to participate with them in a certain kind of worldly amusement. At such a time you should 

behave not like a man but like a lion.” – Life Study of Ezekiel, p.53 

Though tender and lowly in His humanity, the Lord also expressed the face of the lion at the 

appropriate times.  Whether it was driving the money changers out of the temple (John 2), or 

lambasting the scribes and Pharisees as “Serpents! Brood of vipers!” (Matt. 23:33) the Lord was 

truly the Lion of the tribe of Judah (Rev. 5:5). When it comes to Satan, sin, and the world, we 

also should live and express Christ as the bold, kingly lion. 

Face of an Ox – The lion’s face on the right side is counter-balanced by the ox’s face on the left. 

The ox is a beast of burden, willing to serve, work, and sacrifice for others.  This is the Lord’s 

Slave-Savior life in us, as seen in the book of Mark. The Lord Jesus did not come to be served, 

but to serve others by giving His life as a ransom for many (Mark 10:45). 

“If as you are working in an office you are a proper man, you are as bold as a lion, and you are 

also faithful in bearing responsibility, you will make a good impression on others. In order to 

make such an impression, you need to behave not only like a man and like a lion but also like a 

serving, suffering ox. When the office needs to be cleaned, you should take the lead to clean, 

doing more than the other employees.” – Life Study of Ezekiel, p.54 

Our living at work or school can itself be a gospel preaching if we would exhibit the faces of a 

man, of a lion, and of an ox. 

Face of an Eagle – Throughout the Bible, the eagle signifies the soaring, transcendent, powerful 

divine life of God. 

This fourth face, the face of an eagle, is hidden in the rear. In a sense the eagle’s face is a secret, 

a mystery to those around us. This was Paul’s secret of sufficiency in Philippians 4:11-12. 

Perhaps few people may know how we can overcome so many earthly frustrations. But the 

buoyancy and transcendence is not of ourselves; it is sourced in the hidden divine life within us. 
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“We need to be like an eagle, not allowing anything to hold us, to suppress us, or to depress us. 

This means that we should be able to overcome both persecution and praise…Whether we are 

persecuted or praised, we need to be able to fly away on eagles’ wings. We should be buoyant 

and transcendent.” – Life Study of Ezekiel, pp.54-55 

The Lord was not suppressed by either persecution or praise. Although the Lord fed the great 

crowd in John 6, He immediately withdrew to a mountain alone when the people sought to exalt 

Him and make Him King. This was a manifestation of the face of an eagle, soaring above both 

tribulations and triumphs. 

Attributes Belonging to Jehovah and His Heavenly Family 

 

7, 8. What attributes are often associated with the four faces of the cherubs 

Lord Jesus, grant us Your expression at work and at school!  Give us the experiences we need to 

be genuinely human, bold as a lion, servile as an ox, and transcendent as an eagle! 

The Four Faces in God’s Administration 

Throughout the book of Revelation, the Lord says to the churches: “He who has an ear, let him 

hear what the Spirit says to the church.”   How do we hear what the Spirit is saying?   He speaks 

to us in present truth. 

https://assetsnffrgf-a.akamaihd.net/assets/m/1102017164/univ/art/1102017164_univ_cnt_5_xl.jpg
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2 Peter 1:12 

For this reason I will not be negligent to remind you always of these things, though you know 

and are established in the present truth. 

That phrase “present truth” is also referred to as the immanent word.   All truth is written in the 

scriptures, but this is not the end of God speaking to us.   What the Spirit is saying to the church 

is coming in present truth.   It is, therefore, important for us all to get a hold of what present truth 

is. 

We have to be relating around present truth if we are going to participate.   We are not going to 

find a word anywhere else.   We are all wanting to know direction for our lives, so we all need to 

be taking hold of present truth. 

It is here we see the difference between “milk” and “solid food”. 

1 Corinthians 3:2 

I fed you with milk and not with solid food; for until now you were not able to receive it, and 

even now you are still not able. 

We need to sink our teeth into the content and word behind all that is coming on a 

Sunday.   Solid food is harder work — you have to chew it.   Yet there is much more sustenance 

and life from solid food.   Some of this solid food may not apply to your life this week, but it 

builds in you a fountain or a supply of oil that is rich, so that you will not run out of oil, as the 

virgins did in the parable.   We cannot just rely on a bottle of milk on a Sunday.   I want to 

encourage us to get the substance and meat of the word. 

One theme that has come through the word recently regarding God’s administration is our 

understanding of the four faces.   What are these four faces and why do we talk about them? 

These four faces are required for God’s administration to function.   At any point in history or 

the future, where God’s administration is functioning as it should, these four aspects will be 

there. 

Ezekiel 1:1-10 

Now it came to pass in the thirtieth year, in the fourth month, in the fifth day of the month, as I 

was among the captives by the river of Chebar, that the heavens were opened, and I saw visions 

of God.   In the fifth day of the month, which was the fifth year of king Jehoiachin’s captivity, 

the word of the Lord came expressly unto Ezekiel the priest, the son of Buzi, in the land of the 

Chaldeans by the river Chebar; and the hand of the Lord was there upon him.  And I looked, and, 

behold, a whirlwind came out of the north, a great cloud, and a fire infolding itself, and a 

brightness was about it, and out of the midst thereof as the colour of amber, out of the midst of 

the fire.  Also out of the midst thereof came the likeness of four living creatures.  And this was 

their appearance; they had the likeness of a man.  And every one had four faces, and every one 
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had four wings.  And their feet were straight feet; and the sole of their feet was like the sole of a 

calf’s foot: and they sparkled like the colour of burnished brass.   And they had the hands of a 

man under their wings on their four sides; and they four had their faces and their wings.  Their 

wings were joined one to another; they turned not when they went; they went every one straight 

forward.  As for the likeness of their faces, they four had the face of a man, and the face of a lion, 

on the right side: and they four had the face of an ox on the left side; they four also had the face 

of an eagle. 

It is important when considering the words of Ezekiel to take the prophetic symbol of what he is 

saying, rather than trying to gain a literal picture.   Ezekiel describes the four living creatures as 

having “the likeness of a man”, so we know that God’s administration is through people.   In 

verse 9, he says “they went every one straight forward”, so they did not deviate from their 

way.   And then we see the four faces: a man, a lion, an ox and an eagle.   The man symbolises 

the prophet; the lion, kingship; the ox, priesthood and the eagle, fatherhood.   The face he listed 

first, at that point in history, was a man. 

We also see the four faces spoken of in Revelation. 

Revelation 4:1 

After these things I looked, and behold, a door standing open in heaven.  And the first voice 

which I heard was like a trumpet speaking with me, saying, “Come up here, and I will show you 

things which must take place after this.”   

John went through a door.   This tells us he was no longer in his time.   Revelation 1 tells us that 

he heard a voice like a trumpet and when he turned, he heard His voice as the sound of many 

waters.   This tells us that Christ is speaking through His people.   After this chapter, and after 

chapters 2 and 3, after the church has obeyed the seven letters, we see Christ on His 

throne.   This is a different vision to the first chapter.   Then, He was amongst the lampstands as 

priest.   In the following verses, He is on the throne as king. 

Revelation 4:2-3 

Immediately I was in the Spirit; and behold, a throne set in heaven, and one sat on the 

throne.  And He who sat there was like a jasper and a sardius stone in appearance; and there was 

a rainbow around the throne, in appearance like an emerald. 

Then we see the same four creatures. 

Revelation 2:4-8 

Around the throne were twenty-four thrones, and on the thrones I saw twenty-four elders sitting, 

clothed in white robes; and they had crowns of gold on their heads.  And from the throne 

proceeded lightnings, thunderings, and voices.   Seven lamps of fire were burning before the 

throne, which are the seven Spirits of God.  Before the throne there was a sea of glass, like 

crystal.  And in the midst of the throne, and around the throne, were four living creatures full of 
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eyes in front and in back.  The first living creature was like a lion, the second living creature like 

a calf, the third living creature had a face like a man, and the fourth living creature was like a 

flying eagle.  The four living creatures, each having six wings, were full of eyes around and 

within. And they do not rest day or night, saying: “Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, Who 

was and is and is to come!” 

In these verses, the creatures are full of eyes, not wings.   They are also in a different order, with 

the lion first.   This shows that God’s administration is complete and ready for the next phase. 

The four faces are seen through the history of the Old Testament.   At any point where God’s 

administration is functioning, all four faces are active.   What is His administration?   It is the 

way God’s purpose is done on earth.   God will dwell with us if we will participate in His 

administration. 

At different points in history, we see a dominant face.   With the patriarchs, it was the eagle, or 

fatherhood.   With Moses, we see it shift to the face of the ox or priesthood.   Then, with David, 

it shifts again to the lion or kingship.   Then, somewhere around Elijah, we shift to the man or the 

prophetic. 

Moses and David both demonstrated all four in themselves.   However, although Moses carried 

all four, three of the four he handed on: fatherhood to the seventy elders; priesthood to Aaron and 

kingship to Joshua.   His work as prophet was not his to give. 

David also carried all four, predominantly as king, the lion; but also as the father of Israel in his 

old age; as priest he understood the Melchizedek order and established the order of 24; and as 

prophet, he clearly understood the Godhead, which we read of in his psalms. 

After David, we see the corruption of the four faces.   All four administrations were corrupted, so 

that we see in Ezekiel 10 that the face of the cherub replaces the ox as the glory of the Lord 

departs from the temple.   The people could not make offering, so their access was barred.   

The Lord’s administration was then re-established through Haggai and Zechariah, where the 

dominant face was the prophet when the remnant returned to Jerusalem after seventy years.   The 

work was given to Zerubbabel (king), Joshua (priest) and the elders to restore the temple.   Only 

when all four faces were restored did God’s administration begin to function. 

Zechariah 4:9-10 

“The hands of Zerubbabel have laid the foundation of this temple; his hands shall also finish 

it.   Then you will know that the LORD of hosts has sent Me to you.   For who has despised the 

day of small things?   For these seven rejoice to see the plumb line in the hand of 

Zerubbabel.   They are the eyes of the LORD, which scan to and fro throughout the whole earth.” 

We are now in a different phase.   Christ also demonstrates all four faces.   For us, we see by 

how Christ appears to John that the ox is the primary face.   In Revelation 1, Christ appears as 
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priest.   We are to come and make offering; to deal with sin but, beyond that, as living sacrifices 

which is your reasonable, priestly service. 

All four faces are functioning in Christ, but we do not want to see these corrupted.   The face of 

the ox is us joined to the offering of Christ, in the continual presenting of our bodies as living 

sacrifices.   When offering is replaced by sacrament, this is corruption.   The face of the lion is 

the five-fold ministry functioning upon the foundation stone, Christ.   When a local pastor is over 

the people, this is corruption.   The face of the man is seen in the ministry of the Spirit, but not 

when this is corrupted through either liturgy or performance.   And the face of the eagle 

functions with firstfruits’ houses serving the saints.   When the heads of houses stand against 

God’s authority, with everyone having ‘their say’, this is corruption. 

A MAN, A LION, AN OX AND AN EAGLE 

The four gospels are represented by symbols. 

Matthew by the LION representing the tribe of Judeah. 

Mark by the OXEN representing Christ as the Servant. 

Luke by the MAN representing Christ as the Second ADAM and to take the role Adam failed to 

fufill. 

John by the EAGLE representing God manifestation or Christ’s devine nature. 

 

Most Christians are aware that there are four Gospels in the New Testament. Not every 

Christian knows why. 

Today, almost all color printing utilizes a process called "color separation." Like the least 

common denominator in mathematics, the entire palette of colors needed to produce an image is 

reduced to four components: cyan, magenta, yellow and black. These translucent colors are 

printed one on top of another in varying amounts, producing the desired hues. 

Suppose you wanted to print a photographic image of an evergreen tree standing against a clear 

blue sky, and your printer had only yellow ink. With so much information missing, your finished 

product would be scarcely recognizable. On the other hand, if you had all the ink you needed 

except yellow, the image you produced would be at best a distorted representation of the original 

image. 

The four gospels work together like the four inks in a printer. Each gospel tells a particular 

aspect of the story of Jesus Christ. All four gospels are required to tell the whole story. 

A vision seen by the prophet Ezekiel provides interesting information as to how the four gospels 

work together as one. 

Ezekiel 1:10: 

As for the likeness of their faces, they four had the face of a man, and the face of a lion, on the 
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right side: and they four had the face of an ox on the left side; they four also had the face of an 

eagle. 

In this vision, Ezekiel saw four faces: the face of a man, the face of a lion, the face of an ox and 

the face of an eagle. Now, these four faces were the ensigns of the tribes of Israel. The lion was 

the ensign of the tribe of Judah, the ox was of Ephraim, the man was the ensign of the tribe of 

Reuben and the eagle was of Dan. Judah, the Lion, camped on the east, opposite Ephraim, the 

ox, on the west. Dan, the eagle, camped to the north, opposite Reuben, the man, to the south. 

Now, things get even more interesting! These four faces represent the four sides (if you will), of 

the person of Jesus Christ our Lord. In the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus Christ is figuratively 

portrayed with the face of a lion. He is the Lion of Judah, the Messiah of Israel, and the King of 

kings. In Mark, Christ is figuratively portrayed with the face of an ox, that is, that is, as a 

Servant. In Luke, Christ is portrayed as a man, the "second" Adam. In John, Jesus is figuratively 

portrayed with the face of an Eagle, the Son of God. 

Just as a complete color portrait requires all four of the printer’s tones, our understanding of 

Jesus Christ must be based on not one or two but all four Gospel accounts, each held in check by 

the others. To the north, we see John’s portrayal of Jesus as God dwelling in his Son. That 

portrait is countered on the south by Luke’s Gospel of Christ the man. Lean too heavily on Luke, 

as is the manner of some, and your portrait of Christ will be imbalanced in favor of his humanity. 

Lean too heavily on John, as is the manner of others, and your portrait of Christ will be 

imbalanced in favor of his divinity. To the east, we have the Gospel of Matthew, Christ the King. 

That portrait is countered on the west by the Gospel of Mark, Christ the servant. Christ the King 

is balanced by Christ the Servant. "He that is greatest among you shall be your servant" (Matt. 

23:11)! Now, how fantastic is that? 

Each Gospel becomes increasingly interesting not only for what it contains but also for what it 

does not. In Matthew’s Gospel, for example, the line of Joseph is key. His genealogy of Christ 

spans from Abraham, the "father of all who believe" to Joseph, by whom Jesus held legitimate 

right to the throne of David.  

Matthew writes only of Joseph’s reaction to Mary’s unexpected pregnancy. We must turn to 

Luke’s testimony to learn how Mary herself reacted. Mary is the focus of Luke’s genealogy, 

which spans from Adam to Heli, who through marriage was the other father of Joseph (or as we 

say, his father-in-law). Only Matthew tells of the visit of the wise men from the east. Only Luke 

tells of the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger, because there was no room at 

the inn. The record of the birth of the King is balanced by the birth of the Man. 

The testimony of Christ’s birth would be incomplete but for the Gospel of John. Here, the 

genealogy of Christ does not commence with Adam or Abraham but "in the beginning" when 

"the Word was with God, and the Word was God. The same was in the beginning with God" (Jn. 

1:1-2). Concerning his nativity, we read only that "the Word was made flesh" (Jn. 1:14a). John’s 

Gospel references neither Christ’s temptation in the wilderness nor his agony in the Garden, for 

the Jesus of John’s Gospel is God (who cannot be tempted) made manifest in the flesh (1 Tim. 

3:16). As Jesus told Philip, "he that hath seen me hath seen the Father" (Jn. 14:9). 
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Yes, it just as interesting to note what each gospel contains as what it does not. With this in 

mind, I’d like to direct your attention to four events that occurred in the final days of Jesus’ first 

coming, with emphasis on how they together portray a complete picture of Christ, the man, the 

servant, the king and the Son of God. 

Jesus washed the feet of his disciples. He spoke to them of his impending death, and shared with 

them the bread and cup of remembrance. On this momentous occasion, which would be 

immortalized as the Last Supper, Judas Iscariot departed into the night to betray him. 

Undoubtedly, the hearts of the remaining eleven apostles were heavy as they made their way 

toward the Mount of Olives. It is here that we read from Mark. 

Mark 14:26: 
And when they had sung an hymn, they went out into the mount of Olives. 

Matthew also records this event, but I’d like to emphasize this from Mark’s perspective, that is, 

Jesus as Servant. I have the joy of knowing two ministers who are singularly adept at what we 

call the song service; the song leading that is an important part in our congregational meetings.  

Imagine the kind of song service our Lord led that night on route to the Mount of Olives, as he 

ever cared for the hearts of his followers. How wonderful it is to read of this in the gospel of 

Jesus the Servant. But soon, the soldiers arrived to arrest Jesus. It was then that Jesus spoke these 

words, words that you will only read in Matthew’s Gospel: 

Matthew 26:53-54: 

Thickest thou that I cannot now pray to my Father, and he shall presently give me more than 

twelve legions of angels?  

54 But how then shall the scriptures be fulfilled, that thus it must be? 

The King of the Jews was also King of Heaven. He had limitless power at his fingertips. If a 

legion of devils held no sway over him, how much less a legion of soldiers? He could have 

walked right through that mob, just as he had so many times before. But as he said, "How then 

shall the scriptures be fulfilled?" Christ was arrested, tried and sentenced to die on a cross. As he 

hung on the cross, the very people for whom he was giving his life cruelly mocked him. 

Luke 23:34a: 
Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do.... 

Here again are words you will only find in one gospel, in this case, the Gospel of Luke. Here we 

see Christ’s compassion for mankind. He is not untouched by the feelings of our infirmities. 

Before he ever asked us to walk in his steps, he walked first in ours. 

Hebrews 2:16-18: 
For verily he took not on him the nature of angels; but he took on him the seed of Abraham.  

17 Wherefore in all things it behoved him to be made like unto his brethren, that he might be a 

merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for the sins 

of the people.  
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18 For in that he himself hath suffered being tempted, he is able to succour them that are 

tempted. 

Jesus is no Pharisee, looking down his nose at us in perpetual annoyance at our weakness. He is a 

merciful and faithful high priest, waiting to succor us in our time of need. As the Psalmist wrote, 

"He knoweth our frame; he remembereth that we are dust" (Ps. 103:14). 

Hebrews 4:15-16: 
For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but 

was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.  

16 Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find 

grace to help in time of need.  

The Gospel of Mark tells us that Jesus hung on the cross for six hours, from the third to the ninth. 

And on the ninth hour, Christ proclaimed these words, words that you can only read in the 

Gospel of John: 

John 19:30: 
When Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, he said, It is finished: and he bowed his head, 

and gave up the ghost. 

"It is finished!" Jesus proclaimed. This was the triumphal cry of God our Saviour (Jude 1:25 

among many). His plan of redemption, written in the stars even before there were men on earth 

to gaze up at them, was complete. 

Hebrews 4:3: 
For we which have believed do enter into rest, as he said, As I have sworn in my wrath, if they 

shall enter into my rest: although the works were finished from the foundation of the world. 

The Gospel of Matthew concludes with the resurrection of Christ. Mark concludes with his 

Ascension. The Gospel of Luke ends with the promise of the Father, power for service here on 

earth. Finally, the Gospel of John ends with the promise of his return. No one book can tell us all 

there is to know about Jesus of Nazareth, the Son of God, no, not even the Bible. For as John 

wrote: 

John 20:25: 
And there are also many other things which Jesus did, the which, if they should be written every 

one, I suppose that even the world itself could not contain the books that should be written. 

Amen. 

May this message add to your appreciation of our Saviour, the Gospels and the upcoming Easter 

holiday? God bless you. 
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Or other meanings: 
 

The lion is the symbol of Christ the king (Matthew).  

The ox is the symbol of Christ the servant (Mark).  

The man is the symbol of Christ the man (Luke).  

The eagle is the symbol of Christ the deity (John).  

Matthew: Who Was He? 

Matthew was written to the Jews. His purpose was to demonstrate who Jesus was—

presenting overwhelming evidence that Jesus was Israel’s long-awaited Messiah. That He 

was the Lion of Judah, the King of Israel. The genealogy in Matthew begins with Abraham and 

runs through King David (Matt 1:1-17). The most frequently used phrase in Matthew’s Gospel 

is “it was fulfilled.” There are more references to events foretold in Old Testament prophecy and 

fulfilled in the Life of Jesus in Matthew than in any other gospel account. Partial copies 

discovered in the caves at Qumran suggest that Matthew may have originally been written in 

Hebrew. The first miracle in Matthew, the cleansing of a leper, was highly symbolic for Israel. 

Leprosy was viewed as a punishment for sin, and cleansing a leper signified taking away the sin 

of the nation. Matthew’s gospel ends with the resurrection signifying God’s promise that David’s 

Kingdom would last forever. 

Mark: What Did He Do? 

Mark’s gospel is actually Peter’s account and was written to the Romans. His purpose was to 

portray Jesus as the obedient servant of God. Since no one cares about the heritage of a 

servant there is no genealogy in Mark. The most frequently used phrase in Mark’s Gospel is 

“straight away” sometimes translated immediately, so Mark is called the snapshot gospel, giving 

us picture after picture of Jesus in action. The first miracle is the casting out of a demon, 

demonstrating that the God whom Jesus served was superior to all other gods, a matter of great 

importance in Rome’s polytheistic society. Mark’s gospel ends with the ascension, signifying 

that the servant’s job was finished and He was returning home. 

Luke: What Did He Say? 

Luke’s account portrays Jesus as the Son of Man, a title Jesus often used of Himself, and was 

written to the Greeks. Luke presents the human side of Jesus and emphasizes his teaching. 

Greeks were famous for their storytelling form of oratory, so the most frequent phrase in Luke is 

“and it came to pass.” Most movies of the life of Jesus rely primarily on Luke’s gospel because 

of its flowing narrative form. Luke’s genealogy traces Jesus all the way back to Adam, the first 

man (Luke 3:21-38). Since the Greeks, like the Romans, were a polytheistic society, Luke used 

the casting out of a demon as his first miracle, and ended his gospel with the promise of the Holy 

Spirit, uniting man with God. 

 

https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Matt%201.1-17
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Luke%203.21-38
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John: How Did He Feel? 

John wrote to the church describing how Jesus felt about peoples’ reaction to His ministry. His 

gospel is the most unique, based upon 7 miracles, 7 “I Am” statements and 7 discourses. John 

pays little attention to chronology, sometimes placing events out of order (like the Temple 

Cleansing in Chapter 2) for their effect in presenting Jesus as the Son of God. John’s gospel 

covers only about 21 days out of the Lord’s 3 1/2 year ministry. 10 chapters are devoted to one 

week and one-third of all the verses in John describe one day. His genealogy begins before time 

and identifies Jesus as the Eternal One Who was with God and Who was God  (John 1:1-2). The 

most frequently used phrase in John is “Verily, verily”, or truly, truly. His first miracle was 

changing water into wine, an act of enormous symbolism by which He “revealed His Glory and 

His disciples put their faith in Him” (John 2:11).  John’s Gospel ends with the promise of the 

2nd Coming. 

So why four gospels? Because no single one is big enough to contain all of the attributes of 

Jesus. It took all four to show His four faces as The Lion of Judah, the Obedient Servant, the Son 

of Man, and the Son of God. Trying to put all four perspectives into one account would have left 

us hopelessly confused. We must read all four Gospels to understand all of Who Jesus is. 

Some also see the four gospels symbolized in the four flags; the Lion for Matthew, the Ox for 

Mark, the Man for Luke, and the Eagle for John.  In this view, the tabernacle is seen as a model 

of Jesus, at the center of the four gospels. 

How you see these models, or if you see them at all, is secondary to my main purpose in writing 

this.   My main purpose is to encourage you to delve into all four gospels. It’s really the only 

way to get a good look at the four faces of Jesus. 

 What is a Cherub? The Cherubim in the Bible 

A Cherub, or known in the plural form as Cherubim, is symbolical angelic figure repeatedly 

mentioned in the Bible. Cherubim are described as serving the will of God, performing divine 

duties in the earthly realm. Their initial responsibility was protecting the Garden of Eden as 

referenced in the book of Genesis. Discover further scripture references to the Cherub and their 

relation to other angelic beings including Lucifer before his fall. 

  

Cherubim in the Bible 

According to Easton’s Bible Dictionary, the Cherub, or Cherubim, are first mentioned in 

connection with the removal of our first parents from Eden (Genesis 3:24). There is no 

implication given of their shape or form. They are next discussed when Moses was commanded 

to provide furniture for the tabernacle (Exodus 25:17-20; 26:1,31). God promised to commune 

with Moses "from between the cherubim" (Exodus 25:22). This expression was afterward used to 

https://biblia.com/bible/niv/John%201.1-2
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/John%202.11
https://www.biblestudytools.com/
https://www.christianity.com/bible/dictionary.php?dict=ebd&id=791
https://www.christianity.com/bible/bible.php?q=Genesis+3%3A24
https://www.christianity.com/bible/bible.php?q=Exodus+25%3A17%2D20
https://www.christianity.com/bible/bible.php?q=Exodus+26%3A1%2C31
https://www.christianity.com/bible/bible.php?q=Exodus+25%3A22
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denote the Divine abode and presence (Numbers 7:89; 1 Samuel 4:4; Isaiah 37:16; Psalm 80:1; 

99:1).  

In Ezekiel's vision (Ezekiel 10:1-20) they appear as living creatures supporting the throne of 

God. From Ezekiel's description of them (Ezekiel 1; 41:18,19), they appear to have been 

compound figures, unlike any real object in nature; artificial images possessing the features and 

properties of several animals. Two cherubim were placed on the mercy-seat of the ark; two of 

colossal size overshadowed it in Solomon's temple. Ezekiel (Psalm 1:4-14) speaks of four; and 

this number of "living creatures" is mentioned in Revelation 4:6. Those on the ark are called the 

"cherubim of glory" (Hebrews 9:5), i.e., of the Shechinah, or cloud of glory, for on them the 

visible glory of God rested. They were placed one at each end of the mercy-seat, with wings 

stretched upward, and their faces "toward each other and toward the mercy-seat." They were 

anointed with holy oil, like the ark itself and the other sacred furniture. 

The cherubim were symbolical. They were intended to represent spiritual existences in 

immediate contact with Jehovah. Some have regarded them as symbolical of the chief ruling 

power by which God carries on his operations in providence (Psalm 18:10). Others interpret 

them as having reference to the redemption of men, and as symbolizing the great rulers or 

ministers of the church. Many other opinions have been held regarding them which need not be 

referred to here. On the whole, it seems to be most satisfactory to regard the interpretation of the 

symbol to be variable, as is the symbol itself. 

  

Cherub and Seraphim 

The key distinction between the heavenly beings known as cherubim and seraphim is their form: 

cherubim have four faces and four wings, while seraphim have six wings. In the Bible, both the 

cherubim's and seraphim's central purpose is to sit at the throne and serve God. 

Cherubim appear in several books of the Bible, including Genesis, Ezekiel, Kings, and 

Revelation. Their four faces are ox, lion, man, and eagle, although Ezekiel replaces the ox for the 

face of a cherub. They move quickly, using a wheel within a wheel, and their wings cover their 

body. 

Seraphim only appear in the book of Isaiah. Their name means "burning ones, flying serpents." 

Seraphim use two of their wings for flight. As the cherubim, they are among the highest order of 

angelic beings. 

 

 

https://www.christianity.com/bible/bible.php?q=Numbers+7%3A89
https://www.christianity.com/bible/bible.php?q=1+Samuel+4%3A4
https://www.christianity.com/bible/bible.php?q=Isaiah+37%3A16
https://www.christianity.com/bible/bible.php?q=Psalm+80%3A1
https://www.christianity.com/bible/bible.php?q=Psalm+99%3A1
https://www.christianity.com/bible/bible.php?q=Ezekiel+10%3A1%2D20
https://www.christianity.com/bible/bible.php?q=Ezekiel+1
https://www.christianity.com/bible/bible.php?q=Ezekiel+41%3A18%2C19
https://www.christianity.com/bible/bible.php?q=Psalm+1%3A4%2D14
https://www.christianity.com/bible/bible.php?q=Revelation+4%3A6
https://www.christianity.com/bible/bible.php?q=Hebrews+9%3A5
https://www.christianity.com/bible/bible.php?q=Psalm+18%3A10
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The 4 Faces of Leadership 
Ezekiel and John both saw the four awesome living creatures that stand around the throne of God.  Both 
of them (Eze. 1: 10, Rev. 4: 7) describe their four faces:  an eagle, an ox, a lion, and a man.  Could these 
four powerful creatures give us an insight into the nature of God’s kingdom and leadership model? 

1.  The Eagle.   Be on the alert (WATCH) 

 The eagle’s sharp eyes are ever vigilant for enemies and prey. 

 A leader has to remain “watchful,” not becoming distracted when a ruthless enemy is 

“seeking someone to devour.” 

 You have to “watch your money.”  You have to “watch your purity.”  You have to 

“watch your example.”  You have to “watch your marriage and children.”  When you 

take something for granted and get distracted off on to other things is when disaster 

happens in the lives of leaders. 

2.   The Ox.  Stand firm in the faith (STAND) 

 The ox face stands for “the ox”.  The old ox just doesn’t quit.  He serves, he gives, he 

nurtures,  he plods. 

 The ox can keep his commitments. I have had staff members on our staff for over 25 

years.  You can just count on them to be present, on time, and committed. 

 Inconsistent ministry leaves people guessing about direction. Sometimes as a leader your 

flesh wants to quit or change direction but “staying the course” produces great 

results.  Keep plowing! 

3.   The Lion.  Act like men, be strong (FIGHT) 

 “From the Gadites there came over to David…mighty men of valor…whose faces were 

like the faces of lions (1 Chron. 12: 8) 

 A lion is fearless.  David had the “heart of a lion.”  Timothy’s timidity of leadership was 

his greatest enemy.  We must overcome a spirit of intimidation from powerful financial 

players, delicate legal issues, and divisive staff members in order to be a great leader. 

 The “Lion” is not afraid to make hard decisions in “crunch time.” He will defend the 

philosophy, sacrifice, and mandate of the church from a spiritual “wolf” without fear or 

hesitation. 

4.   The Man.  Let all that you do be done in love (LOVE) 

 The last face is the face of a “man”.  It represents the personal side of a leader, his tender 

“touchable” side. 

 If a leader is “untouchable” (never able to be real, involved, and connected) his leaders 

will never feel a sense of affirmation and tenderness toward their leader. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezekiel%201:10
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+4%3A7&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Chronicles+12%3A8&version=ESV
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 Paul’s Ephesian elders knelt on the beach and kissed him when he spoke to them for the 

final time: “And there was much weeping on the part of all; they embraced Paul and 

kissed him” (Acts 20: 37). 

As you look at these four faces (your discernment, your consistency, your courage, and your 

compassion) which one do you see as your weakest face as a leader? 

 Four (Part IV) Four Faces of the Four 

Living Creatures 

 
Ezek. 1:10, “As for the likeness of their faces, they four had the face of a man, and the face of a 

lion, on the right side: and they four had the face of an ox on the left side; they four also had the 

face of an eagle.” 

The descriptions of the living creatures in Ezek. Chapter 1 given in figurative language are 

typical of the gospel ministry. The number four is often associated with the work of the Holy 

Spirit in the gospel. The four faces of the living creatures answers to four necessary 

characteristics of the ministers of the gospel. 

First, it must be remembered that God, the Holy Spirit, calls men to preach the gospel. They are 

men both before the call and after the call. As men they have the trials and temptations of men 

and go thru the problems and affairs of men just as other men do.  

Preachers of the gospel are not to be exalted or worshiped. Peter, when Cornelius met him and 

fell at his feet and worshiped him, took him up, saying, “Stand up; I myself also am a man.” Men 

are not to be worshiped nor are to receive worship. Jesus said in Matt. 23:8-10, “But be ye not 

called Rabbi; for one is your Master, even Christ; and all ye are brethren. And call no man your 

father upon the earth: for one is your Father, which is in heaven.  

Neither be ye called master: for one is your Master, even Christ.” Thus the gospel ministry is not 

to be called Rabbi, Father, or Master! Similarly, the scriptures say that “God’s name is holy and 

reverend.” Since God’s name is “reverend” it would be wrong to call men “Holy Father or 

Reverend.” Such exalted terms are to be reserved for God only who is worthy of such praise. 

Also it should be noted that the gospel preachers, being men, are men called of God and their 

work should be respected as such. When he preaches the word and it convicts or reprimands us, 

we shouldn’t respond saying, “well he is just a man.” Yes, he is a man, but he is a man called of 

God to preach the word of God in power and demonstration of Spirit. 

Next, the gospel ministry, as men, are to be examples of how men are to live. Pete, when 

addressing the elders in1 Peter chapter five said to the elders, “Neither as being lords over God’s 

heritage, but being ensamples to the flock.” Paul said in Phil. 3:17, “Brethren, be followers 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+20%3A37&version=ESV
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together of me, and mark them which walk so as ye have us for an ensample.” Additionally in 2 

Thes. 3:9 he wrote, “Not because we have not power, but to make ourselves an ensample unto 

you to follow us.”  

Thus the gospel ministers, as men, are to live their lives in such a way as to be good examples of 

godly living unto those that they serve. To this end Paul told the young minister, Timothy, in 1 

Tim. 4:12, “Let no man despise thy youth, but be thou an example of the believers, in word, in 

conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity.” James taught a similar lesson in James 5:10, 

“Take, my brethren, the prophets, who have spoken in the name of the Lord, for an example of 

suffering affliction, and of patience.” 

 

The second face of the living creatures was that of a lion. The lion is one of the most bold of 

creatures. The gospel preacher must be bold. This boldness, however, is not to come from the 

fleshly nature. Some men have fleshly boldness based on their position in life or society or based 

on their education or natural strength or on the size of their financial statement or political 

position and popularity. Paul said of such things, “Though I might also have confidence in the 

flesh.  

If any other man thinketh that he hath whereof he might trust in the flesh, I more: Circumcised 

the eight day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew of the Hebrews; as 

touching the law, a Parisee; concerning zeal, persecuting the church; touching the righteousness 

which is in the law, blamesless. But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ.  

Yea, doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus 

my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may 

win Christ...” Thus Paul concluded, “rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the 

flesh.” Since the gospel ministers as well as all of God’s people, are to have no confidence in the 

flesh, then where is their boldness to come from? Paul said in 1 Thes. 2:2, “But even after we 

had entreated, as you know, at Philippi, we were bold in our God to speak to you the gospel of 

God with much contention.”  

In addition, in Acts 4:13 we read, “Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and 

perceived that they were ignorant and unlearned men, they marveled and they took knowledge of 

them, that they had been with Jesus.” To the end that the gospel might go forth the disciples 

prayed in Acts 4:29, “And now, Lord, behold their threatenings, that with all boldness they may 

speak thy word.” Then in verse 31 we read, “And when they had prayed, the place was shaken 

where they were assembled together, and they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and they 

spake the word of God with boldness.”  

Thus we conclude that the boldness of the gospel ministry comes from a walk with the Lord and 

the filling of the Holy Ghost, so that they may speak in power and demonstration of Spirit as 

Paul said, “And my speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of man’s wisdom, but 

in demonstration of the Spirit and of power: that your faith should not stand in the wisdom of 

men, but in the power of God.”  
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The disciples spoke boldly in the face of much opposition, persecution, and ridicule. To speak 

the word of God is to speak with the authority that God gives and to boldly proclaim his word. 

There is no place in the gospel ministry for a timid or cowardly preacher. We are to proclaim the 

whole counsel of God and some times those to whom we preach will find that offensive. 

Nevertheless our preaching is to be to the honor and glory of God, not to the pleasing of men. 

Next, they four had the face of an ox. An ox is a burden bearer. There is much work and many 

burdens that the gospel ministry are called on to bear. Paul wrote, “Let the elders that rule well 

be counted worthy of double honor, especially they who labor in the word and doctrine.” Thus 

the gospel minister is a laborer in the word and doctrine. As Peter was admonished of the Lord, 

he is to feed the lambs and the sheep.  

Thus they are to “feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood.” 

Likewise, Peter admonished the elders to “feed the flock of God which is among you.” Of course 

that food that is to be fed to the flock is the word of God. Likewise, the elders are to be overseers 

over the flock as recorded in 1 Peter 5:2, “taking the oversight thereof,” and Acts 20:28, “over 

which the Holy Ghost has made you overseers.” Also Acts 20:31, “Therefore watch, and 

remember, that by the space of three years I ceased not to warm everyone night and day with 

tears.” Similarly Paul told Timothy, “But watch thou in all things...” 

Addition parts of the work of the gospel ministry are set forth in Eph. 4:12, “For the perfecting of 

the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ.” The gospel 

ministry is to labor to “perfect the saints.” The word, perfect, here means “maturing.” We are to 

labor for the maturing of the saints that they may be thoroughly furnished unto all good works. 

Next, we are to labor to teach and encourage the saints of God to labor in their individual 

ministry. Thirdly, we are to “edify” or “build up” the church or “body of Christ” in the worship 

and service of God. 

 

An additional work of the gospel ministry is to comfort the Lord’s people. Is. 40:1, 2, “Comfort 

ye, comfort ye my people, saith your God. Speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem, and cry unto her, 

that her warfare is accomplished, that her iniquity is pardoned: for she hath received of the 

Lord’s hand double for all her sins.” 1 Cor. 14:3, “But he that prophesieth speaketh unto men to 

edification, and exhortation and comfort.” The gospel ministry are to speak comfort to the hearts 

of God’s people concerning their sins. Also, they are to speak comfort concerning the loss of 

loved ones as set forth in I Thes. 4:18, “Wherefore comfort one another with these words.” 

The gospel ministry are to labor to the timely salvation of God’s people, teaching them to “save 

yourselves from this untoward generation.” Also they are to teach them to save them from their 

ignorance and from going about to establish their own righteousness (Rom. 10:1-4). Also, they 

preach to save the Lord’s people from a condemning conscience (Mk. 16:15, 16; 1 Pet. 3:21). 

The fourth face of the living creatures is the “face of an eagle.” The eagle flies high and sees far. 

Similarly, the gospel ministry thru the leadership of the Holy Spirit are blest to “come up hither” 

that is to be lifted up in Spirit to the understanding of God’s word. Thru the leadership of the 

Holy Spirit the gospel ministers are given insights in the understanding of the scriptures and are 

blest to be lifted up in giving praise, honor, and glory to the Almighty God.  



 

BIBLICAL JUSTICE & FOUR FACES EXPRESSING CHRIST DANNYBOY PIETERSE 

 

BIBLICAL JUSTICE & FOUR FACES EXPRESSING CHRIST 

In so doing thru their preaching they also raise up the congregations they serve to give praise, 

honor, and glory to the God of glory for his grace, mercy, and love toward them. The gospel 

ministry are blest to see the covenant of redemption God made before the foundation of the 

world and the end results of that covenant that will be fulfilled when time shall be no more. Thus 

they are permitted to see far off (eternity passed; eternity future) and to be lifted up to preach and 

lift up the Lord’s people to praise God for his goodness. 

 
  

Four Part (V)  Four Faces of the Four Wheels 
 
In our previous essay we explored the correlation between the four wheels in Ezekiel and the 

Lord’s church. In keeping with our contention that the bible number four is correlated to the 

subject of the work of the Holy Spirit, we will now look at the four faces of the four wheels. 

Ezek. 10:14 reads, “And every one had four faces: the first face was a face of a cherub, and the 

second face was the face of a man, and the third the face of a lion, and the fourth the face of an 

eagle.  

 

Similarities with the four faces of the four beasts in Revelation and the four faces of the four 

living creatures are readily obvious. However, one difference is also readily obvious, that is, the 

first face of the four wheels is the face of a cherub. The cherub is used in the scriptures as a 

symbol of witness. In the tabernacle and in Solomon’s temple , in the most holy place, there were 

two cherubim overshadowing the mercy seat with their wings stretched forth and their faces 

inward. These cherubim were witnesses of the ark of the covenant and the mercy seat. 

 

The Lord’s people in the church are witnesses. First they are witnesses of the Lord’s glory by the 

holy lives that they live. The Lord said in Matt. 5:16, “Let your light so shine before men, that 

they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.” Letting our light 

shine is the way we live our lives. If we live our lives bearing the fruit of the Spirit then we show 

forth the work of God within us to his name’s praise, honor, and glory. Thus our lives are a 

witness to others. In Acts chapter nine we read of a disciple names Tabitha who was full of good 

works and alms deeds that she did in making coats and garments for the poor widows. This she 

did to the honor and glory of God. 

 

Second, we are to do as the Gadarean out of whom the Lord cast a legion of unclean spirits. The 

Gadarean was instructed of the Lord to “go home to thy friends and tell them how great things 

the Lord hath done for thee, and hath had compassion on thee.” Often we want to tell others 

about various doctrinal subjects before they are ready to receive them and this can serve to drive 

them away from listening to us at all. However, we can tell our friends how great things the Lord 

has done for us and had compassion on us. This encourages our friends along the path of life and 

opens up a common ground of discussion. 

 

Third, we read in 1 Pet. 3:15, “But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to 

give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness 

and fear.” Too often, I fear, that we want to tell people before they ask us! When they come 
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asking us what we believe and why we believe it, it is generally because the Lord has touched 

their heart and they are inquiring in the way of truth. A person in this state is open to hearing and 

receiving the truth. However, we must wait till they ask. 

 

Next, we read of a couple of disciples named Aquila and Priscilla who having heard a man 

named Apollos, who knew only the baptism of John, took him aside and taught him the way of 

God more perfectly. This also is a witness of the Lord’s people in the church to be able to teach 

others the way of the Lord more perfectly. 

 

In addition, we read in the letters where the older sisters were to teach the younger sisters, and 

the older brothers the younger brothers. Also we are to admonish one another; to reprove and 

rebuke one another; to encourage one another; to teach one another in psalms and hymns and 

spiritual songs; the mothers are to guide the household; and the fathers are to bring their children 

up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. 

 

The second face of the four wheels is the face of a man. In the church we know that we have 

similar trials, conflicts, afflictions, persecutions, joys, sorrows, etc. as is common to man and we 

walk the pathway of discipleship in the condition of knowing we are sinful man faced with all 

the frailties, temptations, and conflicts of man. The scriptures carry us further with the church 

having the face of man in that the church is compared to the body of man in the following verses: 

Matt. 5:29, 30; 1 Cor 10:16, 17; 1 Cor. Chapter 12; Rom. 12:4, 5; Eph. 1:23; 3:6; 4:4, 12, 16; 

t:23, 30: Col. 1:18; 2:19; 3:15. Many thoughts can be derived from the above scriptures 

comparing the church to the body of Christ. A few we summarize below: 

 

1. The body derives its government from its head, so does the church receive her government 

from the Lord. 

 

2. The body derives its nourishment from its head, so does the church receive her nourishment 

from the Lord’s provision. 

 

3. The body has many members and each member has an important function, although often 

different from the other members, so each member of the church has an important function 

which may be different from the other members of the church. 

 

4. The Lord places us in the body of the church as it pleases him and gives each of us our 

spiritual gifts as he will. 

 

5. The body is designed to grow so the church is to grow spiritually. 

 

6. The body has work to perform, so the church has spiritual work to perform. 

 

7. The body grows at the joints by that which each joint supplies. Thus each member is important 

in the overall spiritual growth of the church. 

 

8. When a member of the body has gangrene, it must be cut off in order to save the body. A 

member of the church can behave in such a way that he must be removed in order that the church 
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as a whole be saved. 

 

The third face of the four wheels was the face of a lion. The lion is frequently used as the symbol 

for a king or kingdom. According to scriptures God has made us “kings and priests unto God.” 

As kings we are to reign over our mortal body, our carnal desires, our heart, and our spirit. In 

doing this we live and reign with Christ, the “King of kings.” The lion is also characterized by 

his boldness. Since the church collectively and her individual members are faced with many 

opposing enemies here in the world, a spiritual boldness is required in order to fight the good 

fight of faith, and withstand the onslaught of the devil, flesh, and the world.  

 

Natural boldness consisting of such things as our natural resources, physical prowess, mental 

capacities, political pull, or superior personalities is of no value in this warfare. The devil and his 

legions would simply overpower us if we employ such means. The boldness we need must be 

from the empowering of the Holy Spirit who abides in each of us. This enabling of the Holy 

Spirit caused David to triumph over Goliath and caused Gideon with 300 to destroy a vast 

multitude of several hundred thousand filing the hills and valleys. This same Spirit enabled seven 

thousand of Israel to defeat the Syrian army and the armies of 32 kings who were following the 

King of Syria. Whether the foes are of our own household, our own carnal flesh, or false 

religions, or ungodly actions of secular governments, we can rest in the assurance that greater is 

he that is in us than all of our enemies combined. 

 

The fourth face of the four wheels was the face of an eagle. The eagle flies high, makes his nest 

on high, and sees far. The church certainly compares to the eagle. The kingdom of heaven is not 

of this world. It is high above this world as it is a spiritual kingdom. When God’s children press 

into the kingdom they are making their “nest on high.” Their home is in the heavenly places. 

Furthermore, when the gospel is preached in power and demonstration of Spirit, the members of 

the church are frequently lifted up to exercise their minds and hearts upon spiritual things and to 

give praise, honor, and glory to God for his unspeakable gifts. They are permitted thru the Spirit 

to fly high above the vain and transitory things of this life and to feast upon heavenly manna. 

 

Next in the Lord’s church, the members are blessed to understand God’s eternal covenant of 

redemption which he made before the world began and to understand the final result of that 

covenant which will have them glorified in heaven’s glory world. Thus they are permitted to see 

by an eye of faith that which took place in an eternity past and to see the results in an eternity 

future. They can see afar off as the eagle. 

 

  

 

Four (Part VI) The Four Horses in Revelation 
 
As we continue our study of the association between the bible number four and the work of the 

Holy Spirit, we next consider the four horses in the sixth chapter of the book of Revelation.  

6:1 And I saw when the Lamb opened one of the seals, and I heard, as it were the noise of 

thunder, one of the four beasts saying, Come and see.  2 And I saw, and behold a white horse: 

and he that sat on him had a bow; and a crown was given unto him: and he went forth 
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conquering, and to conquer. 3 And when he had opened the second seal, I heard the second beast 

say, Come and see. 

 

4 And there went out another horse that was red: and power was given to him that sat thereon to 

take peace from the earth, and that they should kill one another: and there was given unto him a 

great sword. 5 And when he had opened the third seal, I heard the third beast say, Come and see. 

And I beheld, and lo a black horse; and he that sat on him had a pair of balances in his hand. 

 

6 And I heard a voice in the midst of the four beasts say, A measure of wheat for a penny, and 

three measures of barley for a penny; and see thou hurt not the oil and the wine. 7 And when he 

had opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth beast say, Come and see. 

 

8 And I looked, and behold a pale horse: and his name that sat on him was Death, and Hell 

followed with him. And power was given unto them over the fourth part of the earth, to kill with 

sword, and with hunger, and with death, and with the beasts of the earth. 

In the 5th chapter of Revelation we read of a book sealed with seven seals that only the Lamb 

could open. In the 6th chapter we see the Lamb as he opens the first four seals and we see four 

horses and a rider or riders on the four horses. In Zechariah chapter 6 we see a somewhat similar 

set of four horses and the meaning of the horses is given us in verse 5: 

 

5 And the angel answered and said unto me, These are the four spirits of the heavens, which go 

forth from standing before the Lord of all the earth. 

 

Therefore we can conclude that the four horses in Revelation as well as the four horses in 

Zechariah represent the “four spirits of the heavens.” Also we will note but not now prove that 

bible colors are also associated with specific bible subjects. The color white is associated with 

righteousness. The color red is associated with war. The color black is associated with sin. The 

“pale” horse in verse 8 we are told is associated with Death and Hell. Based on the above we are 

brought to understand that the four spirits that the four horses in Revelation represent are the 

spirits of righteousness (white), warfare (red), sin (black), and death and hell (pale). 

 

While I am not an experienced horseman (I have spent less that 5 min. on the back of a horse in 

my lifetime), it seems to me that there are at least two very important things that you want to do 

when you ride a horse. You want to stay on the horse without falling off and you want to 

complete your task(s). Staying on your horse and completing your task would seem to make for a 

successful ride on a horse. 

 

We will now look at possible riders of the horses. It is easy to see where Adam rode all four 

horses, however, he didn’t ride them successfully. Adam began by riding the horse of 

righteousness, for God made man upright in the beginning. Adam, in a sense, went forth 

conquering and to conquer as he was given dominion of the fish of the sea, and the fowl of the 

air, and the beast of the field. He gave names to all the creatures that God had made. He was 

doing okay in riding this horse for a short time, until the serpent engaged him in warfare, first, 

indirectly (thru the woman) and then directly.  
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When Adam ate of the tree of knowledge of good and evil he fell off the horse of righteousness. 

He went immediately to the black horse of sin. He, however, could not complete the task of the 

rider of this horse as he could not balance the scale of justice or keep from hurting the healing 

ointments. Thus Adam failed to stay on the horse of righteousness and he failed to perform the 

assigned tasks. Subsequently, none of Adam multiplied can successfully ride the horses as Rom. 

3:10 tells us, “There is none righteous, no, not one.” Since we all fell under the law of sin and 

death, we cannot, in our natural state, ride the horse of righteousness. 

 

There remains only one who can and did ride all four horses successfully. That one is the Lord 

Jesus Christ. According to the scriptures, Jesus was holy, harmless, undefiled, and separate from 

sinners. He was born of a virgin and thus was born without sin, being conceived of the Holy 

Ghost. He kept the law to a jot and a tittle. He fulfilled all that was written of him. He rode the 

white horse of righteousness successfully. He also rode the red horse of warfare as he was 

engaged in the greatest of all wars. He fought successfully against sin, Satan, death, hell, and the 

grave. He successfully withstood the assault of the devil and his angels in all the temptations and 

trails hurled at him. He did this by taking the great sword of God’s word and yielding it against 

all our enemies. He did all this while successfully continuing to ride the white horse of 

righteousness.  

 

Next, he mounted the black horse of sin, not that he ever sinned (he never did), but the scriptures 

say that he was “made to be sin for us, who knew no sin, that we might be made the 

righteousness of God in him.” On the cross Jesus took our sins upon himself and became sin for 

us. He rode this black horse successfully as he maintained the balance of God’s justice (a 

measure of wheat for a penny and three measures of barley for a penny), satisfying God’s justice 

on our account. He also “hurt not the oil and the wine,” that is the healing ointments as he healed 

us from our sins thru his atoning sacrifice. As he mounted the black horse, he also mounted the 

pale horse and suffered the wrathful judgment of God to atone for our sins. God executed his 

judgment of our sins on our sin-bearer, Jesus Christ. Thankfully, our Saviour successfully rode 

all four horses on our behalf and has made us righteous thru his atoning sacrifice. 

CONCLUSION 

The Four Faces of God as demonstrated in the four living creatures shows four areas of 

development for us. These areas are actually reflections of four aspects of God’s character. He 

has shown us Himself as the Lion, the Kingly function of God where He takes charge and wins 

territory and brings forth life and tears down evil.  The Ox function is illustrated by the Lamb of 

God who serves us all and cares for us as a Shepherd.  The Eagle part of God is displayed 

throughout the Bible through His many supernatural manifestations and the glimpse we have into 

the heavenly dimensions. And the Man was epitomized by the Incarnation of Christ, fully God 

but fully Man. He had a mind, will and emotions. 

 Some groups are very versed in Ox-living. They are willing to do service, missions, and 

understand they must deny themselves and follow Christ. These groups are often the best at 

serving the poor, recognizing needs in the community and even members who have suffered life 
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losses or challenges. They expect to turn the other cheek and rarely see themselves as being the 

“conquerors”. 

 Others are heavy on the Lion-side of God. They believe in naming and claiming the will of God 

to come on earth as it is in heaven. They believe they should be able to prevail against difficulty 

and overcome the resistance of the enemy. They do well in developing the confidence of 

believers in the active power of God for today. They take over territory for God and have higher 

expectations of what they can accomplish than most Christians. 

 Some groups are most focused on the Eagle. They pursue connecting to the heavenly 

dimensions and manifestations of the Holy Spirit. They may use the gifts of prophecy, healing 

and tongues. They may see angels and other supernatural things. They have a high expectation of 

the miraculous and of hearing God’s voice. 

 Others are mostly involved in the Man type activities. They emphasize the soul qualities of 

thinking and feeling and choosing. They may spend much time studying the Bible or doing inner 

healing and trying to understand the relationships between man and God and others. They can 

relate to Jesus as a human more than the Supernatural God who took on flesh. 

 Every one of these areas are vital to having a full and balanced Christian life.  

Position yourself for God to lead you into a whole new level of transformation and 

excitement in your connections with Him. Wouldn’t you like to get to know Him in as many 

ways as possible? Wouldn’t you love to see Him develop you from the inside into His 

likeness? Go to the all courses page and begin the journey. 

Summary – The four living creatures in Ezekiel express Christ in four aspects: as 

a man, as a lion, as an ox, and as an eagle.  Moreover, these four faces correspond to Christ 

portrayed in the Gospels: the Man-Savior in Luke, the King-Savior in Matthew, the Slave-Savior 

in Mark, and God the Savior in John. As the four living creatures, we can express Christ in His 

all-inclusiveness. 

However, in practice, living out Christ in these four aspects is not trivial. Bearing these four 

faces is not an exercise of merely adapting our behavior to meet certain situations.  Rather, to 

express Christ in these aspects requires our cooperation to allow the cross to terminate 

everything we are, everything we have, everything we have attained, and everything we can 

do.  Only through these dealings, and by taking Christ as our life (Col. 3:4) can we become the 

corporate reproduction of Christ to express Him. 


