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Introduction 

The concept of authority seldom appears in the Old Testament. It is used predominantly in the 

New Testament, where the word exousia [ejxousiva] functions in at least four ways. 

First, authority is the freedom to decide or a right to act without hindrance. All such authority 

begins with God, for there is no authority except from God ( Rom 13:1 ). God has the right to 

mold the clay as he wishes ( Rom 9:21 ) and to set times and dates ( Acts 1:7 ). God gave Paul 

the right to preach the gospel ( 1 Co 9:18 ). Believers have the right to become children of God ( 

John 1:12 ), and they have freedom with respect to the law ( 1 Co 8:9 ). While authority is 

valueless without the power to make it effective, we can make a fine distinction between the two 

concepts. This first understanding of authority, then, is distinct from power and refers primarily 

to a prerogative. 

Second, the concept of authority refers to the power, ability, or capability to complete an action. 

Jesus was given the authority to forgive sins ( Matt 9:6-8 ) and to drive out spirits ( Mark 6:7 ). 

Jesus gave seventy-two disciples the authority to trample on snakes and scorpions ( Luke 10:19 ). 

Simon sought power to grant the Holy Spirit ( Acts 8:19 ). Satan has authority to function within 

the parameters established by God ( Acts 26:18 ). 

Third, the word "authority" is used with reference to delegated authority in the form of a warrant, 

license, or authorization to perform. Jesus was asked by whose authorization he taught ( Matt 

21:23 ). He was granted authority for his ministry from God the Father ( John 10:18 ). Saul was 

sent to Damascus to persecute Christians by warrant of the priests ( Acts 26:12 ). God gave the 

apostles license to build up the church ( 2 Co 10:8 ). 

Fourth, by a natural extension of meaning, exousia [ejxousiva] sometimes denotes the sphere in 

which authority is exercised. God has established spheres of authority in the world, such as civil 

government. Jesus was handed over to the official power of the governor ( Luke 20:20 ). When 

Pilate learned that Jesus was under Herod's jurisdiction or authority, the governor sent him to 

Herod ( Luke 23:7 ). Rulers and kings have their spheres of influence ( Ro 13:1 ), as does Satan ( 

Col 1:13 ), but Christ has been placed above all realms of authority ( Eph 1:21 ). More often 

exousia [ejxousiva] refers to the power employed by rulers or others in high positions by virtue 

of their office, such as civil magistrates ( Titus 3:1 ). This use of authority indicates a social 

relation between at least two individuals where one is the ruler. The subordinate in the 

relationship accepts the ruler's orders, not by external constraint but out of the conviction that the 

ruler is entitled to give orders and that it is the duty of the subject to obey and recognize the 

authenticity of the ruler's position and orders. 

From a theological perspective the fourth use of authority is most significant. The question of 

authority is a fundamental issue facing every person, especially the believer. Its significance 

cannot be overestimated. Every person has an authority in life that he or she submits to as a 

subordinate, not by constraint but by conviction. Furthermore, God has created human beings to 

live under his authority. When they choose to live under a different rule, that of self or an idol, 
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they sin. This is, in a simple summary, the teaching of Genesis 1-3. That portion of Scripture 

illustrates the human tendency, moved by pride, to seek independence from external authority 

and to establish self as the final authority in life. 

How, then, does God exercise his authority over creation and his creatures? The testimony of 

Scripture is that God has established three fundamental spheres of authority within which he 

delegates authority to individuals. These spheres are civil government, the home, and the church. 

The believer is obliged to obey those holding authority in those realms. Citizens are to submit to 

the governing authorities ( 1 Pe 2:13-14 ). Children are to obey parents ( Eph 6:1-2 ). Believers 

were to honor spiritual authorities such as apostles who demanded compliance on the basis of 

their commission from the Lord. There are exceptions. When a person in authority violates the 

trust granted by God, the source of all authority, the subordinate is free, indeed mandated, "to 

obey God rather than man" ( Acts 5:29 ). The apostle Peter provides the clearest example of what 

is called civil disobedience. In his epistle he encourages disciples of Christ to submit to 

governing authorities ( 1 Peter 2:13 ). According to Luke, however, when the governing 

authorities commanded Peter to cease preaching, he disobeyed ( Acts 5:29 ). 

The issue facing contemporary Christians is how God exercises his authority in the spiritual 

realm, that is, the church. In the Old Testament, the answer was clear. God exercised his 

authority through prophets, priests, and kings. At the time of Christ, the disciples submitted to 

the lordship of God the Father through obedience to Jesus. Christ, then, delegated authority to the 

apostles, who directed the affairs of the primitive church. When Christ comes again, he will reign 

from a new throne in the new city. How does God in Christ exercise his authority in the 

dispensation between his comings? 

Has the authority of the apostles been transmitted through the tradition or by episcopal 

consecration? The evangelical response to that question, uncovered in the Protestant 

Reformation, is soLam Scriptura. Evangelical theology appeals to the authority of Scripture 

because it views the Bible as the written Word of God, pointing beyond itself to the absolute 

authority, the living and transcendent Word of God. God exercises authority over the church 

through the Scriptures, which impart authoritative truth. The Bible issues definitive directives. It 

offers an authoritative norm by which all doctrine and principles must be shaped for both 

individual believers and the church. The Bible is a record and explanation of divine revelation 

that is both complete (sufficient) and comprehensible (perspicuous); that is to say, it contains all 

that the church needs to know in this world for its guidance in the way of salvation and service.  
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What the Bible Says about Its Authority  

The claims of the Bible, with respect to ultimate authority of the God of Scripture, can be simply 

stated in the following four points:  

1. The God of the Bible Has Audibly Spoken to Humans  

First, the God of the Bible, the only God who exists, audibly spoke to certain human 

beings. We read about this a number of times in Scripture. For example, we find that God 

spoke to the first human; Adam. The Bible says:  

The LORD God placed the man in the Garden of Eden to tend and care for it. But 

the LORD God gave him this warning: “You may freely eat any fruit in the 

garden except fruit from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. If you eat of 

its fruit, you will surely die.” (Genesis 2:15-17 NLT)  

The remainder of Scripture contains numerous examples where God spoke to humans in 

an audible voice and in a language in which they could understand. In doing so, He has 

issued commands which He expected to be obeyed.  

2. God Chose Certain People to Speak for Him  

In addition to God personally speaking to human beings, God also selected certain 

individuals who would be His designated spokesmen. We find this taught in both 

testaments.  

In the Old Testament, we are told that God spoke through His chosen spokesmen, the 

prophets. The words of the prophets carried the same authority as if God has personally 

spoken them Himself; the people were expected to obey their words.  

Moses emphasized that his commands were, in reality, the commands of the Lord. He 

wrote:  

Do not add to or subtract from these commands I am giving you from the LORD 

your God. Just obey them. (Deuteronomy 4:2 NLT)  

As Moses’ words were the words of the Lord, obedience to these words was required of 

the people.  

In the New Testament, we find that God the Father has once-and-for-all revealed His 

truth through Jesus the Son. In His prayer recorded in John 17, Jesus said the following to 

God the Father:  
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For the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have received 

them and know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you 

sent me. (John 17:8 NRSV)  

Jesus’ words, which were given to Him by God the Father, were passed on to His 

disciples. This is an indication of the divine origin of Scripture.  

These truths were first spoken by Jesus and then His followers continued to proclaim His 

Word. Believers were then to obey the words of Jesus’ disciples. Jesus Himself said that 

the people would listen to the disciples when they taught about Him:  

Remember the words I spoke to you: ‘No servant is greater than his master.’ If 

they persecuted me, they will persecute you also. If they obeyed my teaching, 

they will obey yours also. (John 15:20 NIV)  

The words of Jesus’ handpicked disciples carried His absolute authority. Their teachings, 

like those of Jesus, were expected to be obeyed.  

Not only were Jesus’ immediate disciples given His divine authority, we also find that 

God supernaturally gave the Apostle Paul his unique ministry. Paul claimed this in his 

letter to the Galatians where he said the following:  

This letter is from Paul, an apostle. I was not appointed by any group or by human 

authority. My call is from Jesus Christ himself and from God the Father, who 

raised Jesus from the dead. (Galatians 1:1 NLT)  

His words ultimately had a divine origin—they were not merely human words from a 

human source. He also wrote to the Galatians:  

Now I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that the gospel I preached is not of 

human origin. For I did not receive it or learn it from any human source; instead I 

received it by a revelation of Jesus Christ. (Galatians 1:11-12 NET)  

These chosen people were speaking God’s message—it was not something they have 

originated. Paul’s words were God’s words. He said elsewhere to the Thessalonians:  

And we also thank God constantly for this, that when you received the word of 

God, which you heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of men but as 

what it really is, the word of God, which is at work in you believers. (1 

Thessalonians 2:13 ESV)  

Therefore, it is the testimony of the Bible that God has personally spoken to people, as 

well as speaking to people through certain individuals that He designated.  
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3. The Words of God and His Chosen Spokesmen Were Written Down  

Next we find that the words of God, as well as the words of God’s chosen spokesmen, 

were written down by divinely-selected individuals whom God supernaturally guided.  

For example, in the Book of Jeremiah, we read of God telling Jeremiah the prophet to 

write down certain things. The following commandment is recorded:  

The LORD gave another message to Jeremiah. He said, “This is what the LORD, 

the God of Israel, says: Write down for the record everything I have said to you, 

Jeremiah.” (Jeremiah 30:2 NLT)  

God commanded and Jeremiah responded; he wrote down God’s truth. Therefore, there 

are parts of Scripture that record the actual words that God spoke, while other parts 

record what God’s chosen spokesmen said.  

4. The Writings of Scripture, Being God’s Words, Were Absolutely Authoritative on 

Every Subject They Covered  

This brings us to our final point. These words that have been written down, since they are 

the words of God, have His absolute authority. We find this to be true in both testaments.  

For example, in the Old Testament we find that the things that were committed to writing 

were understood to be divinely authoritative. We read in Deuteronomy:  

Moses commanded the Levites who carried the ark of the covenant of the LORD, 

saying, “Take this book of the law and put it beside the ark of the covenant of the 

LORD your God; let it remain there as a witness against you.” (Deuteronomy 

31:25-26 NRSV)  

Moses’ words were God’s words and hence they carried His divine authority.  

The same is true for the New Testament. The apostle Paul believed his written message 

ultimately came from God. Therefore, it was authoritative. He made the following claim 

to the church in Corinth:  

If anyone considers himself a prophet or spiritual person, he should acknowledge 

that what I write to you is the Lord’s command. (1 Corinthians 14:37 NET)  

Thus, the written word of God is the final authority upon all matters in which it speaks.  

While authority comes from God alone, we find that He has chosen to reveal His truth to 

humanity through human words and by means of certain human writers whom He 

selected. From the beginning to the end, the Bible is a book that is divine and human. 

Divinely inspired by God, but written in the words of humans. It is important that we 
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realize the dual nature of Scripture. The Bible is the Word of God written in the words of 

human authors. While the words may be human, the message was from God.  

Moreover, the Christian faith stands or falls upon the foundation of Holy Scripture. 

Without the Scriptures, Christians have no basis of authority whatsoever. The psalmist 

asked the appropriate question:  

If the foundations be destroyed, what can the righteous do? (Psalm 11:3 KJV)  

The foundation of the Christian faith is that the living God has spoken to humanity and 

His words have been recorded in the Bible. In the entire history of the church, Christian 

teaching and preaching has been based upon the belief that the Scriptures are of divine 

origin. Humans spoke, God spoke. Therefore, when we speak of the authority of the 

Bible, we mean that the words of Scripture are the words of God.  

Consequently, if we do not believe certain parts of it, or if we disobey its commandments, 

we are disbelieving in and disobeying God. Thus, to obey God, we must obey everything 

which His Word commands us to do. This is how we honor Him.  

Summary - Question 1 
 

What Does the Bible Have to Say about Its Own Authority?  

The issue of who can speak with ultimate authority is of the utmost importance. The Bible says 

that the God of Scripture is the living God who speaks with absolute authority on all matters. He 

has revealed these truths to us in a Book; the Bible. Four things are clear:  

First, God has spoken audibly to certain human beings. The Bible records numerous instances 

where this has happened.  

Second, God used specially chosen humans to be His spokesmen. Scripture gives many 

examples where God’s chosen spokesmen, the prophets, spoke to the people for Him.  

Third, the words of God, as well as those of His specially chosen spokesmen, were written in a 

number of sacred books. Today, they have been collected into one Book; the Bible.  

Fourth, because the Bible contains the words of God that were spoken, either audibly, or through 

His chosen spokesmen, it is absolutely authoritative on all matters in which it speaks. Since it 

contains the authoritative words of God and His spokesmen, it carries His divine authority. This 

record of God speaking is the final word on all matters of faith and practice.  

The Bible, therefore, is a book that is both human and divine; it is God’s Word written by human 

beings.  

https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/psalms/11/3/s_489003
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Finally, we must emphasize that the idea of an authoritative, divinely inspired Scripture is not 

something that the church invented; it is the testimony of the biblical writers themselves. 

Therefore, the words of the Bible should be believed and obeyed.  

Understanding Biblical Authority (Titus 2:15) 

So as we approach Titus 2:15, we must avoid these extremes and seek to understand how these 

words apply: “These things speak and exhort and reprove with all authority. Let no one disregard 

you.” Titus was the apostle Paul’s appointed delegate, and in that sense, no one since that time is 

in exactly the same position. But, we have the apostolic message in the New Testament, which 

states that elders are to rule in the churches and members are to submit (1 Thess. 5:12; 1 Tim. 

5:17; Heb. 13:17). Thus we need proper understanding about the subject of biblical authority. 

Our text is saying, 

Men of God must teach God’s Word and lead the church with true biblical authority, and the 

church must submit to such authority. 

Note carefully that Paul does not say, “Let no one disregard the word you preach,” but rather, 

“Let no one disregard you.” That was written not only to Titus, but also to the church. 

Undoubtedly Paul’s intention was that the people not disregard Titus’ message. But by stating it 

as he does, Paul brings out the fact that people who would not be so bold as to reject the Word 

can nonetheless dodge the pointed application of the Word to their lives by disregarding the man 

who teaches the Word. If he exhorts or reproves them from the Word, they can say, “Who does 

he think he is to say such things? He probably doesn’t practice what he preaches!” And so, by 

disregarding the preacher, they disregard the Word. In reality, they are not in submission to God, 

but they dodge the serious implications of that by attacking God’s messenger. 

I want to make seven statements about biblical authority, based upon Titus 2:15 and a few other 

texts. My purpose is to help you understand this important concept so that you will submit all of 

your life to God, who is the ultimate authority, and reap the blessings that come from a life of 

submission to Him. 

1. All authority on the human plane is delegated authority. 

All authority on earth comes from the Sovereign of the universe. Note Romans 13:1-2: “Every 

person is to be in subjection to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from 

God, and those which exist are established by God. Therefore whoever resists authority has 

opposed the ordinance of God; and they who have opposed will receive condemnation upon 

themselves.” Paul goes on to talk about government authorities, but his statement shows that all 

authority comes from God. 

The Bible makes the same point in Daniel 4, where God humbles the proud Nebuchadnezzar. 

The chapter emphasizes (Dan. 4:17, 25) “that the Most High is ruler over the realm of mankind, 
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and bestows it on whom He wishes.” All authority is delegated from God and those in authority 

are accountable to God. 

This means that no person, no matter what office he holds, is above rebuke if he strays from the 

ultimate authority of God’s Word. Daniel had to tactfully, but directly, confront the proud 

Nebuchadnezzar about his sin. Later (Daniel 5), he directly confronted Belshazzar with his sin. 

John the Baptist confronted King Herod with his sin of taking his brother’s wife. 

In the local church, the Bible states that elders are not to lord it over those allotted to their 

charge, but rather to be examples to the flock (1 Pet. 5:3). Therefore, if a pastor or a group of 

elders disregard God’s Word and lord it over the church, they need to be confronted in line with 

biblical guidelines (1 Tim. 5:19-20). If they do not repent, they should be removed from office 

and put under church discipline. Only obedient men, who acknowledge that they are under God’s 

sovereign authority, are in a position to exercise biblical authority in a local church. 

2. All authority is vested in a plurality of men on the local church level. 

We examined this when we studied Titus 1:5, so I will only mention it in passing here. 

Whenever the New Testament refers to the elders of a particular local church, it always uses the 

plural. A plurality of elders over a single local church is God’s way of protecting the church 

against the abuses of authority that may easily happen if a single man runs the church. The elders 

must submit to the Lord and be accountable to one another and to the church. 

Ray Stedman put it this way (Discovery Paper 3500, “A Pastor’s Authority”), “The task of the 

elders is not to run the church themselves, but to determine how the Lord in their midst wishes to 

run his church.” He points out that much of this has already been made known through the Bible. 

Thus, “In the day-to-day decisions which every church faces, elders are to seek and find the mind 

of the Lord through an uncoerced unanimity, reached after thorough and biblically-related 

discussion. Thus, ultimate authority, even in practical matters, is vested in the Lord and in no one 

else.” The Lord delegates that authority to a plurality of men in each local church so that no one 

man can play God. 

3. All authority is designed for our blessing and protection. 

When authority is abused, it hurts those under authority. In such cases, God ultimately will judge 

the abuser. But when it is exercised properly, authority blesses and protects those under it. 

God has instituted several spheres of authority. Romans 13 establishes the authority of civil 

government, which is supposed to punish lawbreakers and protect those who obey the laws. The 

government should protect its citizens by passing and upholding just laws. When the government 

fails to do its job, the citizens suffer. If you get frustrated with the U.S. government, go to a place 

like Sudan or Somalia, where the governments are weak, corrupt, and aiding evildoers! (We 

looked at authority in the workplace several weeks ago, so will skip that here.) 
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Another sphere of authority is the local church. In that sphere, a plurality of elders are to uphold 

God’s standards of holiness and sound doctrine, to correct those who stray from the truth, to 

remove from the flock those who refuse to repent so as to protect the rest, and to bless God’s 

people by instructing them in His ways. Paul’s words (Titus 2:15), “speak and exhort and 

reprove” indicate that different approaches are needed with different people. With some, just a 

word is all that is needed to get them back on the path. Others need stronger exhortation. Others 

need to be convinced or convicted of their wrong (“reprove”; see also, 1 Thess. 5:14). 

Another sphere of authority is the family. Husbands are to love their wives and children, leading 

them into godliness by example and instruction. Wives are to submit to their husbands as to the 

Lord (Eph. 5:22) and children are to obey their parents, who are to bring them up in the 

discipline and instruction of the Lord (Eph. 6:1, 4). If a husband is abusive to his wife or 

children, he should be confronted, first by the wife. If he continues, the elders of the church 

should get involved. If he is violating the civil law, then the government should be called in to 

protect the family. By the way, the Bible never commands the husband to be the head of the 

wife. Rather, it simply states that as a fact. The command to husbands is to love your wife 

sacrificially, just as Christ loved the church. Put your focus there! 

I will also add that in my 33 years of marriage, I cannot remember a single time when I had to 

“pull rank” and use my authority to go over Marla’s head. In every situation we have been able 

to talk and come to a mutual agreement about what God would have us to do. With regard to 

your children, the younger the child, the more you have to exercise raw authority, not to get your 

way, but rather to protect and bless your children with God’s ways. As children grow older, you 

reason with them and appeal to them to yield to the lordship of Christ. So as they grow older, the 

situations where you have to exercise parental authority over them should be growing fewer. By 

the time they are teenagers, they should be walking in obedience to Christ. 

So the point is, in whatever sphere, authority is designed for the blessing and protection of those 

under authority. It is never to be used for the advantage of the one in authority. 

4. Authority does not imply superiority. 

Feminists who bristle at the thought of a wife submitting to her husband contend that to submit 

implies inferiority. But note 1 Corinthians 11:3: “But I want you to understand that Christ is the 

head of every man, and the man is the head of a woman, and God is the head of Christ.” (See 

also, 1 Corinthians 15:27-28.) 

If subjection means inferiority, then it would mean that Jesus Christ is inferior to the Father, 

which is heresy! The Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit are equal as persons in their eternal 

deity, but to carry out the divine plan of redemption, the Son submitted to the Father and the 

Spirit submitted to the Son. But the Son and the Spirit are equally God along with the Father. 

One of the purposes of marriage is that a husband and wife would reflect the divine image and 

also, the relationship between Christ and the church (Gen. 1:27; Eph. 5:32). The divine image 

includes the equality of the Father and Son as persons, but also the submission of the Son to the 
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Father for the purpose of function. There is no competition or striving for superiority between the 

Father and the Son. There is infinite mutual love between them, and voluntary submission on the 

part of the Son. The same relationship should prevail in the Christian home. 

5. Authority does imply responsibility and accountability. 

We often see authority as a perk, but not as a serious responsibility. When my brother was a boy, 

he started a club with his friends. He announced that there were two rules in his club: First rule: I 

am the boss of this club. Second rule: You don’t boss the boss! While it was funny, it’s the way 

that many think of authority. 

A lot of men try to operate as the boss in their homes, but they don’t accept the responsibility and 

accountability of authority. The key concept of delegated authority is not that I’m the boss, but 

rather that I’m responsible and accountable. If a business owner hires a manager, the manager 

has authority to run the business, but the main thing he needs to keep in mind is, it is not his 

business and he must give an account to the owner. 

To be in authority in any sphere means that someday you must give an account to God, who 

entrusted that position to you. If you use your authority to abuse those under you for your own 

advantage, you’re going to be in big trouble someday. If you use it to seek to accomplish the 

Master’s will by blessing and protecting those under your charge, you will be rewarded (Luke 

12:42-48; 20:9-16). 

But you can’t blame those under your authority for your own lack of godly leadership. If a 

seaman runs a destroyer into the rocks while the captain is sleeping, the navy will discipline the 

seaman. But, also they will call the captain on the carpet for not running his ship properly. The 

same principle applies to both the church and the home. If a church refuses to follow God’s 

Word, each member will answer to God. But also He will hold the elders accountable. Why 

didn’t they confront the errors and lead the church into obedience? If a family drifts away from 

the Lord, each member will answer to the Lord. But, also the husband will be called to account if 

he didn’t exhort and correct and set a godly example. 

One of the main problems in Christian homes today is that husbands are spiritually passive, 

while the wives excel in Bible knowledge and spiritual maturity. In a business, if a manager has 

an employee who knows more about some aspect of the business than he does, if he is wise he 

will follow that employee’s advice and he will scramble to learn about that aspect of the 

business. But, he will not abdicate authority to that employee. 

The same principle should apply in the home. If a husband realizes that his wife has more 

biblical understanding than he does, he would be foolish to go against what she says. But, he 

should not just abdicate spiritual authority to her. Rather, he should remember that he will 

answer to God for the spiritual direction of the home. And he should get busy studying the Bible 

and walking with God so that he can manage the home in a biblical manner. 
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Also, the way authority works is that if the one (or ones) in authority sin, those under authority 

will suffer for it. When David sinned with Bathsheba, David’s family and eventually the entire 

nation suffered the consequences. When he later sinned by numbering the people, thousands died 

as a result. As a husband, one of my strongest instincts is to protect my wife and children. But, if 

I don’t deal with my own sin (including “secret” sins, such as lust), I am exposing my family to 

the enemy’s attacks. If as a pastor I am dabbling in sin, I expose the entire flock to danger. 

Thus the concept that authority implies responsibility and accountability should strike fear and 

trembling into the hearts of everyone in authority. We should be careful to confess and repent of 

all sin, so that those whom we are supposed to bless and protect do not suffer and so that we can 

give a good account when we stand before the Lord. 

6. Authority concerns character primarily and position secondarily. 

In the world and, sadly, often in the church, these get reversed. A man seeks the position of 

authority, but he lacks the character to lead. Once he secures the position, he doesn’t command 

respect, so he asserts his authority by lording it over others (Mark 10:42-45). They finally get fed 

up and rebel. 

When Paul tells Titus (2:15), “Let no one disregard you,” he did not mean that Titus was to 

assert his authority by letting people know that they couldn’t push him around. Rather, he meant, 

“Titus, be such an example of godliness and good deeds (2:7-8) that people will not be able to 

disregard your message because they know that your life backs it up.” It is the same thing that 

Paul said to Timothy (1 Tim. 4:12), when he told him not to let anyone look down on his 

youthfulness. How was Timothy to do that? Was he to let people know that he had authority 

because Paul had put him in charge? No, Paul says, “but rather in speech, conduct, love, faith 

and purity, show yourself an example of those who believe.” 

Thus character is the primary thing in authority, because godly character commands respect and 

a man with respect has authority. But, there is also a secondary aspect of authority, namely, the 

authority of position or office. Hopefully, the man who fills the office graces the position with 

godly character. But even if he falls short, we need to maintain a certain respect for the office. 

When Paul wrote Romans 13, the supreme authority in Rome was the godless emperor, Nero. He 

was an immoral, cruel madman, but even so, Paul commanded believers to submit out of respect 

for the God-ordained position of authority. In a similar manner, Peter told slaves to obey unjust 

masters and wives to submit to unbelieving husbands (1 Pet. 2:18-3:6). Why? Because we must 

respect the position of authority, which God ordained. This does not mean that someone who is 

abusing his position should not be confronted and, perhaps, removed through proper channels. 

But even such confrontation must be done with respect towards the God-ordained position of 

authority. 

I once heard Pastor Bill Yaeger tell how when he had just become the pastor of First Baptist 

Church of Modesto, a little old granny came up and started berating him over something that she 

didn’t like. He shocked her by saying, “Wait a minute! You can’t talk to me like that! I am your 
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pastor and God put me here to lead you spiritually. You can’t talk to me with that tone of voice!” 

She meekly said, “I’m sorry.” Yaeger said he felt like slapping her on the backside and saying, 

“Now, get back into the game!” 

7. Authority is exercised in the local church through teaching and correcting 

with God’s Word. 

Sometimes (hopefully, rarely) the elders must take correction to the level of public church 

discipline (I will deal with this further when we come to Titus 3:10-11). When that happens, the 

church must submit to the discipline by breaking fellowship with the sinning member (1 Cor. 

5:1-13). 

But, for now note that the man of God must teach the Word of God with all authority. This does 

not mean beating people over the head with dogmatic views on minor issues. But it does mean 

that when the Bible clearly commands something, the preacher must not dodge the command or 

teach it as a helpful hint for happy living. It is the Word of the living God, and it must be 

preached as His commandment, not as an optional opinion that you may want to consider. Both 

the preacher and the congregation are under the same authority of the Word. If it steps on your 

toes, it probably stepped on mine while I was studying the text for the message. We all must 

obey God’s Word. 

Here are some questions to ask yourself to apply the concept of biblical authority: 

First, do I have a settled commitment to submit to God’s authority as revealed in His Word? Is 

Jesus truly my Lord? Selective obedience is really not obedience at all. 

Second, am I under proper authority in the various God-ordained spheres? Do I submit to the 

government? What is my attitude in the church, at home, and at work? Am I only giving 

outward, grudging compliance, or am I obedient cheerfully from the heart? 

Third, if I am in a position of authority, do I wrongly use it for selfish advantage or do I exercise 

it fearfully because of the responsibility before God? 

Fourth, if I am in authority, do I lead with an air of superiority, or by humbly serving and 

blessing those I lead? 

Fifth, if I am in authority, does my character elicit respect or does it undermine my leadership? 

Am I the first to obey the Word? 

May we all take to heart the teaching of God’s Word about biblical authority! He is the supreme 

authority and we need to make sure that our hearts are in submission to Him. 
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Application Questions 

1. Why is it important for everyone in authority to remember that he only holds a delegated 

authority? 

2. Although God designed authority for our blessing and protection, He allows a lot of 

abusive authority to exist. Why would He do this? What can those under such authority 

learn? 

3. When, if ever, is it right to rebel against abusive authority? What biblical guidelines 

apply? 

4. What is the difference between teaching with true biblical authority and teaching with 

opinionated dogmatism? 

Copyright, Steven J. Cole, 2007, All Rights Reserved. 

Unless otherwise noted, all Scripture Quotations are from the New American Standard Bible, 

Updated Edition © The Lockman Foundation 

What are God-ordained authority structures? 

Structures of Authority 

order in the home, church, workplace, and government 

Recognizing and obeying the one in charge brings security and order to a group. Each 

person looks to the leader for direction and accountability, and he or she provides guidance for 

working through questions or problems that arise. The one in charge is ultimately responsible for 

the activities and productivity of the group. 

In the Bible, God outlines authority structures that provide direction for the family, church, 

workplace, and government. “Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For there is no 

power but of God: the powers that be are ordained of God” (Romans 13:1). 

God Is the Source of All Authority 

By virtue of Who He is as creator of all things, God is the sovereign ruler of the universe. He 

has all power and all authority, and He entrusts roles of leadership to individuals in the family, 

the church, the workplace, and the government. 

The orderliness we find in structures of authority reflects the order of God’s own nature. God is a 

Trinity: the Father, the Son Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit. The Father sent the Son into the 

world as Savior and Redeemer. (See I John 4:9.) Jesus was obedient to God the Father. (See John 

5:19.) When Jesus returned to heaven, He and the Father sent the Holy Spirit to comfort Jesus’ 

disciples, lead them in all truth, remind them of the words of Jesus, and empower them to carry 

out Jesus’ commission to spread the Gospel. (See John 14:26, 15:26, and Acts 1:8.) 



 

BIBLICAL AUTHORITY ALL NATIONS BIBLE INSTITUTION & PROJECTS 

 

BIBLICAL AUTHORITY 

Each member of the Trinity works within the structure of authority and fulfills a specific 

role, perfectly complementing the others and demonstrating God’s glory. The members are not 

independent of one another, but God the Father is recognized as the authority Who directs and 

empowers the Son and Holy Spirit to carry out His will. 

Four Biblical Authority Structures 

God ordained human authority in four areas and established a specific chain of command in 

each area. This structure does not express superiority or inferiority. Just as each member of the 

Trinity is essential to express the fullness of God, so within social structures each role in the 

chain of authority is necessary for the success of the relationship. 

1. Family: Husband—Wife—Children 

God entrusts husbands with the leadership of the family unit. A husband is to love his 

wife as he loves himself. A wife is to submit to the leadership of her husband, coming 

alongside him as a helpmate. Parents are responsible to train their children, and children 

are to honor and obey their parents. (See Ephesians 5:21–6:4 and Proverbs 6:20–21.) 

2. Government: National leaders—Local officials—Citizens 

In Scripture we are instructed to respect and obey government authorities and ordinances 

and to live honorably within our communities. National leaders and local officials are to 

punish evildoers and honor those who do well. (See I Peter 2:13–17 and Romans 13:1–5.) 

3. Church: Church leaders—Church members 

Within the church, the leadership of pastors, elders, and teachers is essential for the 

health of the Body of Christ. Believers are to honor and respect leaders and to submit to 

one another and walk in humility. (See Ephesians 4:11–16, Hebrews 13:17, and I Peter 

5:1–11.) 

4. Business: Employers—Employees 

Employers are challenged to act with equity and care as they oversee employees, 

patterning their behavior after God Himself, Who is their authority. Employees are 

responsible to serve well, doing their work wholeheartedly as unto the Lord. (See 

Colossians 3:22–4:1 and I Peter 2:18.) 

Everyone Is Accountable to God 

Each person is accountable to God for his actions, whether he is in authority over others or in a 

position under authority. God is not prejudiced by culture, education, position, or wealth, and He 

will judge each person according to His righteous standards. 
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Human authorities are accountable for how they exercise their authority. They are 

responsible to provide protection and direction for those under their care, to punish those who do 

wrong, and to praise those who do well. 

Those under authority are accountable to God for their responses to authority. Since God 

placed authorities over us, to obey them is to submit to God’s design and authority in our lives. 

If an authority asks us to do something that is wrong, we need to appeal to him and explain why 

we cannot violate God’s laws. “Whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto 

men; knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive the reward of the inheritance: for ye serve the 

Lord Christ” (Colossians 3:23–24). 

“. . . Yea, all of you be subject one to another, and be clothed with humility: for God resisteth the 

proud, and giveth grace to the humble. Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of 

God, that he may exalt you in due time: casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you” (I 

Peter 5:5–7). 

Biblical Authority: Preaching the Word 

The preaching of the Word of God is the Word of God.” This line from the Second Helvetic 

Confession summarizes how we should think of the Biblical authority exercised in the pulpit. We 

see this concept reflected in Scripture, when someone preaches they are bringing the Word of 

God with authority. 

Consider that Scripture itself is breathed out by God. It is God’s own words: 

2Tim. 3:16 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, 

for correction, and for training in righteousness, 

Because of what the Bible is, Paul can give the solemn charge to Timothy, and by extension, it is 

applied to all who bear the office of elder in the life of the church: 

2Tim. 4:1-2 I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the 

living and the dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom: preach the word; be ready in 

season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with complete patience and 

teaching. 

This is no small charge. Paul charges Timothy under God and Jesus Christ to whom the pastor is 

ultimately accountable. The preacher is to bring the Word of God. In proclaiming this Word, the 

preacher has the authority to reprove, rebuke, and exhort. This is to be carried out with patience, 

not to beat up the sheep. It is an act of teaching and instructing. 

The reason the preacher can reprove, rebuke, and exhort is because the Word of God is profitable 

for teaching, reproof, correction and training in righteousness. The Word of God does the work. 

https://iblp.org/questions/how-can-i-make-effective-appeal
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/2%20Tim.%203.16
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/2%20Tim.%204.1-2
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The Word of God bears the authority for what the preacher says. At the same time, the minister 

in the pulpit has the responsibility to use the Word of God in every way that God has intended 

for His Word. 

Let us spell out several implications: 

First, the preacher must stay close to the text of Scripture. One cannot just step into the pulpit 

say what he wish and claim ‘thus saith the Lord.’ Perhaps one reason we have lost the vision for 

Biblical authority in the pulpit is because so many pastors today give mere talks that have little if 

any actual connection to the Bible. If you are not explaining what the text says and means, no 

amount of citing Bible verses will make your message preaching. There is no Word of God 

proclaimed when the Bible is not read and expounded. 

Second, the preacher only has the authority to bind the conscience where Scripture binds the 

conscience. Not only must the preacher stick to the Word of God, he cannot go beyond what is 

written when he corrects, reproves, and rebukes. The preacher must draw conclusions that are 

both good and necessary. For example, he can say with Biblical authority that it is sin to look at 

internet pornography even when there is no concept of the internet in Scripture. However, he 

cannot say with Biblical authority that one should never go to movies even if some movies are 

questionable or sinful. The authority from the pulpit must be tied to the Scriptures. 

Third, the pastor is preaching the Word but not bringing a new word. Many pastors take notes or 

manuscripts into the pulpit. As a pastor, my notes are not new Scriptures nor is my manuscript 

authoritative. We must listen as faithful “Bereans” (Acts 17:11). We are to hear the Word of God 

and receive it with joy, but we also open our Bibles and follow along with the passage being 

preached and expounded. As the pastor explains the Word of God, we are not to hold ourselves 

in authority over the Word (or the pastor) but sit under the proclamation of the Bible. The 

preacher is not inerrant; no man is perfect. At the same time, to hear the faithful exposition of 

Scripture is to hear God’s Word proclaimed. The distinction must be stressed in our culture: 

listening to Biblical preaching is not listening to a message about God’s Word, it is hearing 

God’s Word with all His authority being brought to bear on the listener. 

Fourth, the Word is to be proclaimed and heard. Paul says “So faith comes from hearing, and 

hearing through the word of Christ” (Rom. 10:17). There is something unique that goes on in the 

preaching of the Word of God in the church by men duly ordained as elders. God has established 

his church. God has established the offices in the church. And God has established preaching as 

the means of nourishing the church. There is an authority that comes in preaching. With God’s 

authority the preacher is announcing and telling God’s Word, calling people in the gospel to 

repent, and exhorting them through the Holy Spirit to obey God. Biblical counseling, small 

group Bible studies, and personal or family devotions are all good things but none of them bear 

the same weight and authority of Biblical preaching. In a truly constituted church, there can be 

no substitute for the authority of Bible proclaimed from the pulpit. 

 

https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Acts%2017.11
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Rom.%2010.17
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The Authority and Inerrancy of Scripture  

The doctrine of the authority and inerrancy of Scripture is that, as a corollary of the inspiration of 

Scripture, the God-breathed Scriptures are wholly true in all things that they assert in the original 

autographs and therefore function with the authority of God’s own words. 

Summary  

The doctrine of the authority and inerrancy of Scripture is rooted in the doctrine of God; as God 

is true and trustworthy, so is his word recorded in the original autographs of Scriptures. This 

means that all things that the Scriptures assert are wholly true, both in the Old Testament, the 

Scriptures of Jesus and the apostles, and in the New Testament, the writings of the apostles. So 

far as the original autographs have been faithfully copied, translated, and passed down, Scripture 

is inerrant in its copies. This inerrancy means that all things that the Scriptures assert function 

with the authority of God’s own Word for Christians. 

“The trustworthiness of the Scriptures lies at the foundation of trust in the Christian system of 

doctrine, and is therefore fundamental to the Christian hope and life.” These words from 

Benjamin B. Warfield highlight just how important the doctrine of inerrancy is for the church. 

Abandon it, and the entire Christian system of doctrine now rests on a shaky foundation. 

That is because without it, our assurance in Scripture’s full truthfulness and total trustworthiness 

is thrown into question. Doubt naturally follows for the preacher of God’s Word: “How can I 

know whether the passage I am preaching is reliable?” Much is at stake, then, with inerrancy. 

Faith and practice readily depend on whether we can trust God’s Word and whether it is God’s 

Word at all or in its entirety. 

The God of Truth 

As hinted at already, it is appropriate to associate inerrancy with God himself. Inerrancy is, after 

all, a corollary of inspiration. It is because Scripture is breathed-out by God (2 Tim. 3:16) that it 

is also truthful in all its affirms. The God who has breathed out his Word has done so in a way 

that is truthful; what else would we expect from a triune God who is truth itself (John 1:18; 8:40; 

14:6; 17:3, 17; 18:37; 1 John 4:6)? 

Assumed in such a statement is the belief that our doctrine of Scripture should be grounded in 

our doctrine of God. If God is Scripture’s author, then we should not divorce the character of the 

divine author from the character of his divine speech. After all, this is God’s Word we are 

describing; Scripture has many human authors, but it ultimately originates from one divine 

author. While God and the text are distinct, nevertheless, the text is his speech act; it should not 

surprise us that it reflects his character. Communicable attributes characterize his communicable 

speech, and truthfulness is one of them. As the God of truth and the God who is truth, he speaks 

a word of truth. The truthfulness of the text reflects the truthfulness of its divine author. Hence 

the psalmist could say that the God whose way is “perfect” communicates a word that always 

https://www.esv.org/2%20Tim.%203%3A16/
https://www.esv.org/John%201%3A18%3B%208%3A40%3B%2014%3A6%3B%2017%3A3%2C%2017%3B%2018%3A37/
https://www.esv.org/John%201%3A18%3B%208%3A40%3B%2014%3A6%3B%2017%3A3%2C%2017%3B%2018%3A37/
https://www.esv.org/1%20John%204%3A6/


 

BIBLICAL AUTHORITY ALL NATIONS BIBLE INSTITUTION & PROJECTS 

 

BIBLICAL AUTHORITY 

“proves true” and, for that reason, is a comfort to those who trust in it for their salvation (119:96; 

cf. 119:160). 

The truthfulness of the text reflects the truthfulness of its divine author. 

“But wait, isn’t Scripture written by human hands? We all know humans are fallible creatures,” 

one might object. It is true that humans are fallible. And apart from the Spirit’s superintendence, 

any human author would be fallible. But since it is the Spirit of God—also called the Spirit of 

truth (John 15:26)—that carries along these human authors (2 Peter 1:21), what they say is what 

God says, and no human error is mixed in with it. Surely this is not beyond God’s omnipotent 

abilities. If we, as Christians, believe the Son of God himself can become incarnate yet without 

sin in order to communicate a saving word to us as the Word (John 1:1, 14), then carrying along 

the biblical authors so that they speak truthfully is a small thing by comparison. 

Jesus’ View of the Scriptures 

Moreover, when we look at how Jesus and his disciples treat the Old Testament Scriptures, it is 

always with utter trust and reverence, never with suspicion towards its reliability. Even Jesus’s 

Jewish opponents did the same. While Jesus and the Jews had strong disagreements over how the 

OT was to be interpreted and whether Jesus is who he says he is, never—not once—do they 

disagree as to whether the text interpreted is trustworthy. Apart from such a presupposition, their 

debates never would have happened in the first place. 

Jesus brings a unique credibility to the issue as well; he is, after all, the Son of God himself. 

Naturally, our view of the Scriptures should be the same as Jesus’s view of the Scriptures. 

Beyond assuming trust in Scripture, both in its details and as a whole, the inerrancy of Scripture 

shines brightest when Jesus expresses his belief that God’s covenant promises in the Scriptures 

have come true in his own life, death, and resurrection. In Jesus Christ, God’s inscripturated 

word has proven true. God’s saving promises have come to fruition in the Word, his own Son. 

We can conclude, then, that the gospel itself is proof that not one word of God has failed. The 

truthfulness of God’s Word, along with its lifegiving power, has been manifested in he who is 

the way and the truth and the life (John 14:6). God is faithful; all his promises find their 

fulfillment in Jesus Christ. What greater affirmation of scriptural inerrancy could there be? 

The gospel itself is proof that not one word of God has failed. 

Clarifying Inerrancy 

That said, we must qualify what inerrancy does and does not mean. Paul Feinberg defines 

inerrancy as follows: “When all the facts are known, the Scriptures in their original autographs 

and properly interpreted will be shown to be wholly true in everything they affirm, whether that 

has to do with doctrine or morality or with the social, physical, or life sciences.” If this definition 

labors to define what inerrancy does and does not mean, that is because inerrancy is one of the 

https://www.esv.org/John%2015%3A26/
https://www.esv.org/2%20Peter%201%3A21/
https://www.esv.org/John%201%3A1%2C%2014/
https://www.esv.org/John%2014%3A6/
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most misunderstood and caricatured attributes of Scripture by its critics. Note several 

components of this definitions. 

To begin with, inerrancy applies to the original autographs. That is an important qualification 

because sometimes critics see mistakes in copies and assume the Bible is full of errors. But when 

we say Scripture is inerrant, we have in mind that original text breathed out by God through the 

human authors (2 Tim. 3:16; 2 Peter 1:21). The product of inspiration is an inerrant text of 

Scripture. So far as it has been faithfully copied, translated, and passed down, it is inerrant in its 

copies. (And it should be noted that the copies we possess are very accurate.) 

Moreover, inerrancy means Scripture is “wholly true” in all that it affirms. Or as Kevin 

Vanhoozer says, “To say that Scripture is inerrant is to confess faith that the authors speak the 

truth in all things they affirm (when they make affirmations).” In whatever Scripture asserts and 

affirms, it speaks truthfully and in a trustworthy manner. To say it is “wholly” true means we 

should not limit inerrancy to Scripture’s main doctrinal message. We never see the biblical 

authors place such a limitation on their writings. Instead, they believe God speaks truly through 

them in whatever they affirm. So, inerrancy applies to all areas, including its ethical instruction, 

to name just one example. Just as inspiration is both verbal and plenary, so too is inerrancy. 

In whatever Scripture asserts and affirms, it speaks truthfully and in a trustworthy manner. 

Inerrancy and Authority 

Affirming inerrancy today can be tricky. There are some, for example, who affirm Scripture’s 

inspiration but reject its inerrancy. This limited inerrancy view sounds, at first glance, 

evangelical: “I believe Scripture is true in its message of faith.” But on further investigation, this 

position denies Scripture is true in all that it asserts. Yes, it is true in its gospel message, but 

beyond that it may error in its specifics. Ironically, this view claims it can still herald sola 

scriptura, as if Scripture is still the final authority. 

The problem is, this view cannot claim Scripture is its final inerrant authority, which is what the 

church has always assumed in proclaiming sola scriptura. Pay attention to this key difference 

between a full inerrancy view and the limited inerrancy view. The full inerrancy view says, 

“All Scripture is our inerrant authority.” 

Not so with the limited view, which says instead, 

“Only when Scripture addresses matters of faith is it our inerrant authority.” 

Notice, the limited inerrancy view can only (consistently) claim sola scriptura when Scripture 

puts forward its main message. At other times, it is not inerrant and cannot, therefore, been the 

final authority. This is not what the Reformers meant by sola scriptura. When Luther protested 

Rome and took his stand on the authority of Scripture at a Diet like Worms, it was inerrancy 

(among other things) that distinguished his cause. Luther made the bold claim that while popes 

https://www.esv.org/2%20Tim.%203%3A16/
https://www.esv.org/2%20Peter%201%3A21/
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and councils err, Scripture does not. It is because Scripture alone is inspired by God that it is also 

inerrant, sufficient, and the Christian’s final authority. 

All that to say, evangelicals today must guard themselves from those who would claim the Bible 

as their authority but turn around and deny its truthfulness either in part or in whole. 

Establishing Biblical Authority 

"What is meant by Bible authority?"  Bible authority refers to the process of determining which 

things are right and wrong, as justified or authorized by the Bible.  In this series of studies, we 

try to form the proper way of studying, interpreting, and establishing authority from the 

Bible.  This of course assumes that one believes that the Bible is the Word of God.  If you are not 

convinced of this, then you may want to examine both the external evidences and the internal 

claims of the Bible to be God’s Word.  

The topic of Biblical authority is the one of the most fundamental issues to properly 

understanding God’s Word.  It is necessary for accurately dividing, or discerning, good from evil 

and authorized instructions from rebellion. It is only by establishing God’s authorization that any 

action can be justified (Colossians 3:17). It is often said that the Bible is its own best 

commentary. With this in mind let us look through the pages of the Bible to determine how we 

can use and interpret it to establish right from wrong. 

Outline of Study 

We will divide our study up into five sections.  Each of these will be directed to questions that 

are related to this broad topic.  We hope that these articles will helpful in your search 

for  answers.  The topics of study are: 

1. The Bible Claim as the Only Authority - If you have not already examined the internal 

claims of the Bible, you may want to study the claims that the Bible makes for itself.  It 

says that it is God’s message, penned by His apostles and prophets.  It speaks of itself as 

a unified, completed, preserved revelation from God.  Any additions, latter revelations 

are strictly warned against by the Bible.  If they do exist in truth, then the Bible is false. 

2. "Do All Things According to the Pattern" - A sense of apathy has invaded the hearts of 

many men, maybe even our own.  We all may feel at times, that God may not care how 

closely we are following His Will.  This lack of respect and fear of God’s will, word, and 

wrath has caused many to disregard God’s way.  This has greatly effected many people's 

final decision on topics such as God’s plan of salvation, His organization and work that 

He gave the church, as well as other Bible doctrines.  In this article we will investigate 

the Scripture on just how strictly God expects us to keep the pattern, which He gave us 

for our life and His church. 

http://www.insearchoftruth.org/articles/bible.html
http://www.insearchoftruth.org/articles/bible2.html
http://www.insearchoftruth.org/articles/bible2.html
https://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Col%203.17
http://www.insearchoftruth.org/articles/bible2.html
http://www.insearchoftruth.org/articles/pattern.html
http://www.insearchoftruth.org/articles/salvation.html
http://www.insearchoftruth.org/articles/organization.html
http://www.insearchoftruth.org/articles/workofchurch.html
http://www.insearchoftruth.org/articles/church.html
http://www.insearchoftruth.org/articles/variousteachings.html
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3. The Old and New Testaments - Understanding the difference between the Old and New 

Testaments is one of the most important foundations that must be laid to properly 

understand God’s Word.  Failing to realize the Bible's teaching on this matter can lead to 

countless erroneous conclusions, possibly costing one's own soul.  This study examines 

the difference between the Old and New Testament and how this difference affects our 

endeavor to establish Biblical authority for all things. 

4. "Do All in the Name of the Lord"  - Once we have been motivated to seek God’s pattern 

and follow it closely, then we must search out how God expects us to determine His will 

from the Bible.  Initially equipped with our common sense, we examine Biblical 

examples of Jesus and His apostles using Scripture.  From their examples, we try to 

determine ways of establishing God’s pattern.  This article describes the actual process of 

establishing Biblical authority. 

5. Differentiating between General and Specific Authority  - Failure to understand the 

difference between general and specific authority can also lead to mass confusion and 

complete abandonment of this endeavor.  Understanding this difference is key to 

successfully determining authority for all things.  It is the final piece to this part of our 

search.  Once it is completed, we will be properly equipped to pouring over the pages of 

God’s will and solving many complex questions that would have otherwise remained 

unanswered.  

Speak to the Storm 

Matthew 8:26 (NLT): "...Then He got up and rebuked the wind and waves, and suddenly 

there was a great calm." 

The Sea of Galilee had a reputation for becoming instantly violent when the winds suddenly gusted with 

tremendous force. The disciples (many of whom were fishermen) were well aware of this fact. In 

Matthew Chapter 8, we read the disciples were in a boat when a violent storm arose. Thankfully Jesus 

was with them; only, He was sleeping in the storm. The disciples began to cry out in desperation as the 

conditions worsened and waves pounded their boat with such force, they were convinced they were 

going to sink. Full of terror, they woke Jesus up, imploring Him to take action. Jesus, unmoved by the 

storm, rebuked the wind, hushed the waves, and INSTANTLY, there was a great calm. As Christians, we 

aren't immune to facing the storms of life. However, our response to each storm is crucial. Since God's 

Spirit is within us, and we have been given His Name - we can stand on the authority of His Word. Like 

Jesus, we can be unmoved by trouble, rise up in faith and speak that storm into submission to God's 

Word - and peace will come. 

 

 

 

http://www.insearchoftruth.org/articles/testaments2.html
http://www.insearchoftruth.org/articles/authority2.html
http://www.insearchoftruth.org/articles/authority3.html
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Rivers of Living Water 

John 7:38 (AMPC): "He who believes in Me [who cleaves to and trusts in and relies on Me] 

as the Scripture has said, From his innermost being shall flow [continuously] springs and 

rivers of living water." 

In the Old Testament the prophets foretold a mighty outpouring of Holy Spirit power that would usher 

in the goodness of God as the world has never seen. This outpouring would bring God's manifest power 

for signs, wonders, and miracles - resulting in a mighty harvest of souls for the kingdom of God! For 

years believers have been watching and waiting - staring towards heaven - imagining God pouring out 

His Spirit from above. But according to scripture, we're looking in the wrong direction. Jesus explained 

the outpouring of God's power is going to flow from inside the believers. The Holy Spirit within us is the 

source of God's power that's going to flow like a mighty fountain, releasing a gushing river of life - in and 

through us! The Bible says when we fervently pray in the Holy Ghost we energise and stir up the power 

of God inside us. As we join together praying in the Spirit for His perfect will and power to be manifest - 

rivers of living water within each of us will become a flood of spiritual power in the earth. As you pray in 

the Holy Ghost - you cause this flood of power to flow each day 

Blessed to be a Blessing 

Romans 1:6 (NLT):"And you are included among those Gentiles who have been called to 

belong to Jesus Christ." 

 

Have you ever found yourself being so overwhelmed by God's favour and goodness towards you? Do 
you understand He uses His goodness and favour upon His children to display His generous nature to a 
world that's riddled with lack? He is a promise keeper, and a rewarder to those who choose to believe in 
Him and diligently seek Him. He blesses us so we can extend that blessing and goodness to others. So 
when He fulfils His promises concerning you, while you busy yourself with obeying Him wholeheartedly, 
remember His glory will be on display. It's His goodness that will be spotlighted as you stand under the 
downpour of His favour, and have it overflow to bless others. The goodness of a covenant keeping God 
was extravagantly displayed in Abraham's life and throughout his lineage for this purpose - to bless the 
nations of the earth. Jesus made a way for us be part of that lineage of faith too, so we can also enjoy 
the benefits of the outworking of His blessing, to display His goodness and become a channel of blessing 
to others 


